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INC!CME OF PERSONS UP 10 PERCENT IN 1951 
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The average person's income was up by 10 
percent between 1950 and 1951, according to 

.eStiinates released today by Roy V. Peel, Direc
tor,. Bureau _or the'Census, Department ot Com
merc8. For all persons 14 years oid and over 

~ receiving any money income, the average (median) 
-:i.·'.:.,.~ ~irlcOine ·was estimated, at $2 ,200 in 1951 as com
r- ··· ./ . ..: . ..:;·red with $2,000 .in .1950. Thi:i median income of 
~~ -( · _ ~.-, i which has beel! i'ising steadily since the 
··- · - ·~- i..: ~f'· World War ·II, \ showed a record postwar 
: .. ·.,.;.:--,gai'>1: ·in 1051 •.. The l95i median of $3,000 was. 
· :·~;f.~8.boUt $400 ~-bove ·the 19s6 estimate, and the pro
l·f°~-= .-.:.PO!t~~n ot ·me~ !ec-~iV~ng incomes or $5,ooo· or 
i·~:..:-.-:· -·Il!-Ore· rose to 14 percent from 11 percent dm?ing 
fc7'.(-;::~:·t_h~- Y,eB.r. Iti CO?_ltrast, the median income or 
:- · · •.• · women in 1951 was only $100 higher than in 1950. 

.J:.;.:.. .. , . ~n t'~ct, little change·: has been noted in the 
.- i.~;:---:~"i. .. :,: iit8di8.n income: ot women ~!nee 1945, despite the 
; ~~~~~ ... ._~ f~ot; that there were substantial increases in 
\~~-:-·-":·-~·the annual earnings ot Women in certain major 
·~-- . . .. '. !1- ... occupation groups. ·The relative stability in 

:.:. '.i,~~'· __ · th~ av9rage income or women is probably ex-
~- -plained by the fact that t~e effect or wage in-

1,·l~ 
t·t· crea~es tor women woi-kers has been offset by 

1.1;.. . .. an increase in the proportion or intermittent 
,., . .._ workers, particularly marr~ed women, whose an

).{ _ . .;.":,. 
.:~~~:~ nUal.~earnings tend to be· low. 

·'~·:.-..--·i :Both farm and nonfarm residents shared in 
~::----· ·the increase ·in average _income during th·e past 

-~-~~~.·.:_· year .•. -~ong men, the median money income or 
-\~ nont8rm residents rose from $2,800 to $3,100 and 
·( ~- the median mOriey income. or farm residents rose 

:\\1 ~,:·:. ·troll! $1,300 to;$1,500. _The rise in nonrarm in-
'~ . comes among men ls largely attributable to an 

··¥ _: i~Orease- or 10 percent . or more in the wages 
• ... ~! .(. r...:cSived by workers •·"in' ·n;~st industries. In 
:.:~· A~a1,t··wotrkers1 t

1
n the lower. paid jobs hthad

9 ... ~.:. . d'.-ea es z;e at ve increase:3• Part of 
:.~-~ . .._..LiLcome gains during the past year are probably 

l~,~~gi,I 

attributable to the increase in the length 
of the average workweek. More important, how

. ever, may be the fact that wage rate increases 
were received ~n many sectors of the economy 
in 1951. Moreover, with unemployment at low 
levels throughout 1951 1 nonrarm wage earners 
had greater co:ntinuity of employment than ih 
1950. 

The 1951 income data 
port were obtained from 
Current Population Survey 

presented in this re
the Census Bureau's 

of April" 1952.. Addi-
tional income data from.this survey tor persons 
and f~lies will appear in more detailed re~ 
ports to be issued later this· Year. Other data 
relating to the income received by the popu
lation are available from the.Personal Inoome 
Series of the Department. ot ~omm.eroe, the Fed
eral Reserve Board Survey ot Consumer Finances, 
F_ederal income tax data, and Old-Age and Survi
vors Insurance wage record data. These data are 
collected for dif~erent purposes and, therefore, 
differ in. several imPortant ~aspects. A dis
cussion or the comparability of these data may 
be found in the Census Bureau report, "Income 
or Families and Persons in the United States: 
1950," Serles P-60 1 No. 9. 

Inrormation on income was collected in the 
Census Bureau's Current Population Survey from 
the civilian non1nstitut1onal population and 
members or the armed forces living oft post or 
with their families on post -in continental 
United States. Since the estimates are based on 
a sample, they are subject to sampling variabil
ity. Medians and other figures, when based on 
relatively small numbers or cases, as well as 
smell differences betw~en figures, shoul.d be 
used with particular care. 
riefd surveys of income, the 

Moreover, as -in all 
figures are subject 

to errors of response and nonreporting. 
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