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PREFACE

The Statistical “Abstract of the United States, published annually since 1878, is the
standard summary of statistics on the industrial, soeial, political, and economic
organization of the United States. - It includes a representative selection of data from
most of the important statistical publications, both governmental and private. It is
limited, of necessity, primarily to national data, and, to & much lesser extent, to data
for regions and individual States. -Data for cities or other small geographic units
are shown only in a small number of instances.

This book is designed to fulfill two functions: First, to serve as a convenient volume
for statistical reference; and second, to serve as a guide to other statistical publica-
tions and sources. The source of each table presented is given at the foot of the
table. The publications cited usually contain additional statistical detail relating to
the subject matter shown, and a more complete discussion of relevant definitions and
concepts than can be presented here. Also, they may supply data for smaller geo-
graphic units. Where contributing agencies are cited as sources, without mention of
publications, more detailed information frequently is available from their unpublished
tabulations and records.

1953 edition.—This edition is the seventy-fourth annual issue. The statistics
shown are the latest which were available in the early part of the 1953 calendar year.
The year, 1953, used to designate this edition, represents both the year during which
compilation was made and the year of publication.

Each year several sections are subjected to intensive review. This review intro-
duces new subject material of current interest and eliminates data that are less .timely
or appear in greater detail than seems warranted.

“Worthy of special mention in this edition is the presentation of new data from the
1950 Censuses of Population, Housing, and Agriculture. Availability of these data
afforded an opportunity for important additions to several sections. Particularly
involved were section 1, Area and Population; section 4, Eduecation; section 8, Labor
Force, Employment, and Iarnings; section 24, Agriculture—General Statistics;
section 25, Agriculture—Production and Related Subjects; and section 29, Construc-
tion and Housing. As a result, the presentation in these sections is not only more
current but also more complete both in terms of ‘subject coverage and area coverage.

A section which has undergone a significant change in this edition is section 33,
Territories, Possessions, and Other Areas Under the Jurisdiction of the United States.
This section, which previously included only data on commerce of the Territories and
possessions, has been considerably expanded by shifting to it material which was
seattered in a number of sections and adding new material from the 1950 Censuses,
particularly on population and housing.

Other changes in this edition involve particularly the recent study, Share Qunership
in the United States, made by the Brookings Institution, from which five tables have
been excerpted and added to the Banking and Finance section. . The Business Enter-
prise section provides three new tables dealing with.the survival experience of business
firms, and two new tables on industrial research and development expenditures.
Several new tables on individual and family income have been added to the Income and
Expenditures section. New material in other sections includes: Tables showing first
‘marriage and remarriage by age of bride and.groom, and divorces and annulments by
duration of marriage; Federal prisoners with previous commitments; estimated State
distribution of selected Federal expenditures for veterans; number of -civilian’.em-
ployees with veteran preference in the executive branch of the Federal Government;
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value in constant dollars for raw materials production, imports, exports, and apparent
consumption; votes cast for Governor by States; expenditures by organizations attempt~
ing to influence national legislation; indexes of production, employment, prices, retail
trade, and income for selected foreign countries; and a number of other subjects.

Wlth respect to content other than tabular, efforts to expand and improve the gen-
eral notes preceding each section were continued, notably in section 18, Communi-
cations, and section 23, Irrigation, Drainage, and Soil Conservation. On the first page
of text in each section, a note has been added giving the date on which the material
for the section as a whole was organized and sent to the printer. This date serves
as a reference point both for those statisties which are subject to revision by the
issuing agencies and also to indicate the approximate date on which the section was
organized from the latest material available. There are a total of 45 maps and charts
presented in this edition; as compared to 31 in the last issue. In addition, the
‘Bibliography of Sources’’ has been expanded and revised.

Historical appendix.—As a result of integrating the annual Siatistical Abstract with
Historical Statistics of the United Slates, 17891945, most of the historical series which
have previously been shown in the historical appendix are now presented in other tables
in the Abstract. In order to facilitate the location of these tables, the present version
of the historical appendix relates each historical series for which comparable current
data are available to the number of the Absiract table in which the series appears.

Present plans are to issue a separate publication which will bring to date, under
a single cover, all current series in Historical Statistics, together with all known re-
visionsin figures published earlier, thus consolidating and supplementing all data which
have been included in the historical appendix of the 1949-1952 editions of the Stafts-
tical Abstract.

Supplements to the A bstract.—The Statistical Absiract, as an annual one-volume
publication, is of necessity limited in amount of detail shown. Businessmen, teachers,
librarians, public officials, professional workers, and others often require data for
individual cities, counties, metropolitan areas, and other small areas as well as for
States. Economists, teachers, students, and others frequently need more historical
information. To meet such requests for more detail, a series of supplements to the
Abstract has been issued.

The most recent supplement, the County and City Daie Book, 1952, issued in May
1953, brings together 128 items of information for each county, standard metropolitan
area, and State; and 133 items for each of 484 cities with 25,000 or more inhabitants in
1950. Most of the statistics in this volume were obtained from the results of the
1950 Censuses of Agriculture, Population, and Housing. Other subjects covered in-
clude 1950 data for births, deaths, and marriages; bank deposits and E Bond sales; city
government finances and employment; city school systems; farm-operator family level-
of-living index; and other items of social and economic importance. Final figures
for a number of items from the 1948 Census of Business and the 1947 Census of Manu-
factures are also shown. This volume is on sale by the Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., for $4.25.

Historical Statistics of the United States, 1789-1946, a historical supplement, was
published in July 1949. - This volume brings together 3,000 statistical series which
extend back through time. Data are shown for each year back to 1789 or to the
earliest data available for the series. In the preparation of this supplement the
Bureau had thé cooperation of a special committee of the Social Science Research
Council set up to advise thg Director of the Census on a source book of historical
statistics and of the Committee on Research in Economic. History under the auspices
of the Social Science Research Council.. This volume is on sale by the Supermtendent
of Documents, Washington 25. D. C.. for $2.75.
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Responsibility.—As implied in the title, the contents of this volume are taken
from a large number of sources, as indicated in the list of agencies furnishing material.
(See pages XII-XV.) The Bureau of the Census cannot accept the responsibility
for the accuracy or limitations of the data presented here, other than for those which
it collects. However, the responsibility for selection of the material for the general
user and for proper presentation rests with the Bureau, even though carried out with
the cooperation of many technicians who have given unselfishly of their time and
knowledge in order to assist the Bureau’s staff in making the presentation as meaningful
and useful as possible.

The cooperation of the users must also be acknowledged. Many persons have
written offering suggestions for improving the presentation of the material. These
letters have been most helpful and users are urged to continue to make their needs
known, All suggestions will be carefully considered in planning future editions.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON DATA PRESENTED
write to the agency indicated in the source note to the table which covers the
desired subjeet.

SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS
should be sent to
The Director
Bureau of the Census
Washington 25, D. C,
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County and City Ddla Book, 1962. A compact presentation
of 128 items of statistical data for each county and standard
metropolitan area in the United States, and 133 items of
statistical data for each of 484 cities having 25,000 or more
inhabitants in 1950. Items included based largely on
results of 1950 Censuses of Agriculture, Population and
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text, and source notes. 608 pages. Issued 1953. Price
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cooperation of the Social Science Research Counecil. A
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for which figures are available. Includes definitions of
terms and descriptive text. Specific source notes pro-
vide & basic guide to original published sources for
further reference and additional data. Detailed alpha-
betical subject index. 3863 pages. Issued 1949. Fourth
printing. Price 82.75 (Buckram).

Purchase orders should be addressed to the Superintendent

of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Wash-
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xn
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Bureau of the Census:
Agriculture:
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355, 416, 418-423, 425-44¢
Industry:
577-579, 660 (co-op.), 662 (co-op.),
756, 768 (part), 769, 770, 787, 800, .
808, 823-830, 832, 855, 933, 934,
936, 938, 939, 942-950, 958-968,
970, 971, 974, 977-980, 986, 991—
996, 999-1004, 1091, 1092
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1-7, 8 (ec-op.), 9-40, 42-51, 118~
129, 204-208, 217-228, 322-332,
353, 361, 916-932, 1081-1084,
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785 (part), 901, 955, 975
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304-309, 311313, 333, 337, 394, 503
(part), 505 (part), 5138, 531-535,
© 540-542, 545, 547 (co-op.), 548-550,
707, 708, 833, 853, 1005, 1011
(co-o0p.), 1014, 1022-1023 (co-op.),
1039, 1042-1048
Office of International Trade:
1067
Patent Office:
556-558
Weather Bureau:
177-189
Congress:
Clerk of House:
352, 354, 356-359, 362-364 ( part)
House of Representatives, 81st Con-
gress, 2d Session:
190
Library of Congress:
362-363 (part), 580
Office of Congressional Directory:
362 (part)
Senate Library:
364 (part)
Council of Economic Advisers:
232, 303, 310, 319
Defense:
Air Force:
251
Army:
247, 664, 669-672, 676, 677
Navy:
248-250
Office of Secretary:
246
Research and Development Board:
559, 560 (co-op.)
Federal Communications Commission:
563-566, 568, 569, 571-576
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation:
474-478
Federal Power Commission:
347, 348, 589-592, 595-597, 600, 605

X1

Federal Trade Commission:
940, 941

Foreign Operations Administration
(changed from Mutual Security
Agency on August 1, 1953):

1049-1054

Health, Education, and Welfare (changed
from Federal Security Ageney on
April 11, 1958):

Office of Education:
130-157

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation:
301, 302

Public Health Service:
41, 54-64, 66-83, 86-95, 619-621,
1085

Social Security Administration:
265-277, 292-300

Housing and Home Finance Agency:

Home Loan Bank Board: .-~
470, 479-483, 485487

Public Housing Administration:
913-915

Interior: ’

Alaska lert}ad
646

Bureau of Indian Affaira:
203

Bureau of Land Management:
191 (part), 192-200

Bureau of Mines:
588, 847-850, 854 (part), 856-861,
863-868, 870-887, 889, 891, 892,
894-900, 973, 1090

Bureau of Reclamation:

. 699-702

Pish and Wildlife Service:
805 (part), 835-846

National Park Service"
201, 202

Office of the Secretary:
191 (part)

Interstate Commerce Commission:
622-630, 631, 632-640, 642645,
649, 651~654, 869

Justice:

Bureau of Prisons:
169-176

Federal Bureau of Investigation:
158-161

Immigration and Naturalization:
101-117

648,
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Labor:

Bureau of Employees Cempensatmn
415 :
Bureau of Employment Secunty
278-2868" :
Bureau of Labor Statistics:
209211, 213, 229-231, 233, 235-243,
. 821,.-334-336, -339, 341, 343-346,
349, 404, 424, 498,.499, 560 (co-op.),
570, 662 (co-op.), 854 (part), 862,
002-904, 911, 1025
Mutual Security. Apency, Sée Foreign
Operations Administration.
National Forest Reservation Commission:
815 ¢+
Panama Canal:
673-675.. . .
Post Office Department:. ...
469, 581-587 .
President’s Materials Policy Commission:
1056 :
Railroad Retfirement Boa,rd:
287-289
Reconstruction Finance Corporatmn
468
Securities and E\cha,ngae Comlmssum
471, 502, 507 510, 512, 515, 537 547
(co-op )
Selective Service System:
252, 253
State (Bureau of Umted T\Ta,uons Affaus)
1108 .
Tamﬁl Commission:
972
Treasury: :
Bureau of Comptroller of Currency
453-455, 462, 464-467
Bureaun of Customs:
685-689, 1078, 1080
Bureau of Internal Revenue:
374-392, 536, 538,. 539, 540, 952~954
956, 957
Bureau of the Mint:
. 451, 452 . 888, 890
" Fiscal Service: ' ‘
366, 367, 393, 305-402, 446, 447
Veterans’ Administration:
254263

TABLES BY SOURCE

Other Government Agencies: -

New York State, Department of Public
Works:
678
United Nations (Statistical Office):
1100-1107, 1109

Nongovernment Agencies

American Bureau of Shlppmg
684
American Gas Association:
601-604
American Iron and Steel Institute:
981, 982, 983 (part), 984 985, 987
(part), 990 (part)
American Medical Association:
84, 85
American Telephone and Telegraph Co.:
561, 562
American Transit Association:
650
Association of American Railroads:
641
Automobile Manufacturers’ Association:
615 (part)
Brookings Institution:
516-520
Bureau of Advertising of American
Newspaper Publishers Association:
1038 , ‘
Bus Transportation:
655, 656
Commercial and Finaneial Chromcle
449 (part), 508, 514
Congressional Quarterly News Features:
365
Council of State Governments:
360
F. W. Dodge Corporation:
906, 907
Dun & Bradstreet, TIne.:
551-555
Edison Electric Institute:
594, 598 i
Electrical Merchandising:
997
Engineering and Mining Journal:
854 (part)
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Engineering News Record:
909, 910, 912
Tederal Reserve Bank of New York:
340
Iron Age:
990 (part)
Lloyds, London:
690, 691
Los Angeles Clearing House:
449 (part) -
Metal Statistics:
854 (part)
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.:
65 v
Moody’s Investors’ Service:
506
National Association of Hosiery Manu-
‘facturers:
969
National Board of Fire Underwriters:
528
National Bureau of Economic Research:
320, 338, 505 (part)
National Canners Association:
951 o

iX¥

National Council of Churches of Christ in
the United States of America:
2, 53
Natmnal Fertilizer Assocm.tmn
734
National Industrial Conference Boa.rﬁ
342
New York Stock Exchange
504 .
Petroleum Data Book:
854 (part)
Printers’ Ink Publications:
1036, 1037 (part)
Publishers’ Information Bureau, Inc.: .
1040, 1041
Spectator:
521527, 529, 530
Steel:
990 (part)
Tanners’ Couneil of America:
. 976
Tide Pubhslnng Co.:
1037 (part) -

. United States Savmgs and Loan Lea.gue:

484
Westérn Union Telegra,ph Co.:
667 -
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