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(The estimates shown in this report supersede the provisional estimates published in Current Population Reports, 
Series P-25, No. 48) 

Estimates of the total population of 'the 
United states for J'anuary and July dates in the 
1940-50 decad.e whioh take into aocount more com­
plete data than those available for preparing 
the provisional estimates pub1i.shed previously 
in this series are presented in this report. 
Estimates are shown for eaoh of three types of 
population: the t;otal population inoluding 
armed forces overseas, the total population re­
sj,ding in oontinenta1 United states, and the oi­
,ilian population. In addition, figures are 
iliven for eaoh of the components of population 
ohange (e.g., births, deaths, and migration) 
used in deriving the estimates shown here. 

Es·timates of the population of the United 
states for each ,July 1, 1940 to 1949, with fig­
ures for A.pril 1, 1940 and 1950, are as follows: 

--
Total Total population population including Civilian Date armed residing in population Uhited forces States overseas 

------
April 1, 1940 •• 1131,820,000 2131,669,275 3131,391,000 
July 1, 1940 ••• 132,122,000 131,954,000 131,658,000 
July 1, 1941. •• 133,402,000 133,121,000 131,595,000 
July 1, 1942 ••• 134,860,000 133,920,000 130,942,000 
July 1, 1943 ••• 136,739,000 134,245,000 127,499,000 
July 1, 1944 ••• 138,397,000 132,885,000 126,708,000 
July 1, 19<:-5 ••• 139,928,000 132,481,000 127,573,000 
July 1, 1946 ••• 141,389,000 140,054,000 138,385,000 
July 1, 1947 ••• 144,126,000 143,446,000 142,566,000 
July 1, 1948 ••• 146,631,000 146,093,000 145,168,000 
July 1, 1949 ••• 149,188,000 148,665,000 147,578,000 
April 1, 1950 •• 1151,132,000 2150,697,361 3149,634,000 

1 Census count plus estimate of armed forces overseas. 
2 Census count. 
3 Census count minus estimate of armed forces in con­

tinental United States. 

Estimates of population for J'anuary dates in the 
1940-50 decade are as follows: 

Date 

anuary 1, 1941 •• 
anuary 1, 19~·2 •• 
8.1lUary 1, 1943 •• 
anuary 1, 1944 •• 
anuary 1, 1945 •• 

J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 

anuary 1, 1946 •• 
anuary 1:."- 1947 .. , 
anuary 1, 1948 •• ' 
anuary 1, 1949 •• 
anuary 1, 195O •• 

Total 
population 
including 

armed 
forces 

overseas 

132,794,000 
134,161,000 
135,865,000 
137,656,000 
139,237,000 
140,689,000 
142,833,000 
145,471,000 
148,001,000 
150,552,000 

Total 
population Civilian 
residing in population United 

States 

132,571,000 131,899,000 
133,756,000 132,000,000 
134,244,000 128,803,000 
133,872,000 127,166,000 
132,175,000 127,227,000 
137,227,000 133,782,000 
141,982,000 140,930,000 
144,918,000 144,052,000 
147,442,000 146,357,000 
150,085,000 148,980,000 

Each series excludes civilians residing in the 
Territories and possessions and oivilian nation­
als residing abroad. The implied figures for 
the armed foroes include residents of the Terri­
tories and possessions and of foreign countries 
who are serving in 'the armed forces of the United. 
States, and the term "armed foroes overseas" 
refers to armed forces stationed j.n the Terri to­
ries and possessions as well as in other areas 
outside the United Stat es. The figures on "total 
population residing in the United States'! are 
designed to be consistent in definition with the 
offioial Oensus count of the population of oon­
tinental United States. 1 

1 The criteria used in determining the persons to be 
enumera.ted in the United States Census are derived 
largely from the concept of "usual place of residence." 
This concept is described in some detail in U. S. Census 
of Population: 1950, Vol. I, Number of Inhabitants, 
p. IX. 
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The estimates of population shown in this re­
port are bRsed on the counts of the total popula­
tion obtained in the 1940 and 1950 Oensuses of 
Population; statistj,os and estimates of births 
and deeth.s provided by the Nationel Office of Vita,l 
Statistics, United states Public Health Servioe; 
statistios on the movement of civilian citizens 
and aliens to and from continental United States 
provided by the Immigra.tion and Naturalization 
SerVioe, Department of' J'us'tioe; and data on the 
£\l'med foroes obtained from the Department of D~-
fense 4 

The estimate of the total population re­
siding in the United Sta'bes on a given date was 
obtained by adding to the total population enu·· 
menlted j,n the 1940 Oensus natural :i.nO,Tease (the 
exoess of births over deaths) and net migration 
(oivi11an and military) OWllu1ated to the date 
f:rom April 1, 1940. The net civilian migretion 
component was adjusted in such a manner that the 
population estima'Ge for April 1, 1950, agreed 
with I;l1e 1950 Oensus count. Estimates of'the 
total population including armed forces oversea.s 
and of the oiviHan popula.tion, respeoti.vely, 
were obtained :from the result for the total pop­
ula't:ton residing in the United Sta'ces by adding 
an estimate of' armed foroes overseas and by sub­
trac"ting an estirnat e cf armed forces in the 
United States. 

2,'he data on total armed forces obtained 
from the Department of Defense were supplemented 
to J.nclude data on 'the Coast Guard supplied by 
the Department of the Treasury. The figures 
supplied by the Department of Defense on the 
armed forces serving in continental United States 
vlere adjusted slightly to oonform more closely 
with Oensus oriteria of residence in the United 
States. Specifioally,crews of naval vessels 
berthed in ports of continental United States, 
usually reported by the Department of Defense as 
servlne~ outSide the United States, were inoluded 
in the figures on armed forces serving in the 
United States. The estinates of armed forces 
overseas implied by the figures in this report 
are not consistent with the 1950 Census count of 
armed forces abroad published i.n U. S. Census of 
Population: 1950, Volume I, table 1. The census 
figure excludes armed forces serVing in the Ter­
ri tories and possessions and was obtained by di­
rect enumeration as explained in the volume 
cited. 

The caleilCtar-year birth figures used in 
preparing the population estinates given here 
were estimated at the National Office of Vi tal 
Statistics by adding to the total registered 
births for each year an allowance for unregis­
tered births based on the findings of the tests 
for completeness of birth registration conducted 

in conjunction with the 1940 and 1950 Censuses 0
2 

For the decade, the allowance amounted to 
1,399,000, implying a 4.4 percent underreporting 
of births during the decade. The diff erences 
between the provisioI1.Etl estimates of population 
pub1:Lshed in gurrent Populatj.on Reports, Serie~l 
P-25, No. 48, and the estimates shown here ari.S(7 
largely from the difference in the estimates of 
bL--:ths in 'the two series. The results of the 
1950 Btrth Hegistration Test were not avaHable 
for the estimates shown in Serj,es P-25, No. 48, 
and the allowance for underregistration tn that 
report was based on an extrapolation of the 1940 
test results. 

The death figure,'l used in preparing the pop­
ulatton estimates were also corrected for \1nder­
registration, but in an arbitrary fashion since 
no test has been made of the completeness of 
death registretion in the United States. The 
allowance for un(i,erregistration of (i,eaths was 
ob"tained by applying to registered deaths under 
one year of age the same faotor that was used 
for adjusting registered births. The allowanoe 
amounted to 64,000 for the decade, implying an 
underregistration cf 0.4 peroent of the deaths 
at all ages dur.ing the decade. 

The figures on net civilian migration are 
intended to represent the net number of changes 
in usual place of residence with reference to 
continental United States (i.e., no't ino1uding 
the Territories and possessions). To achieve 
th:ts intention as nearly'as possible, data sup­
plied by the Immigration and Naturalization Ser­
vice on movements for the following groups were' 
used: (1) Immigrant aliens (nonresj,dent aliens 
admitted to the United states for permanent res­
idence); (2) emigrant aliens (resident aliens 
departing from a permanent residence in the 
united States for a permanent residenoe abroad); 
(3) nonimmigrant aliens (nonresident aliens ad­
mitted to the United States for a tempors.ry pe­
riod or resident aliens returning to an estab­
lished residence in the United States after a 
temporary stay abroad); (4) nonemigrant aliens 
(nonresident aliens departing after a temporary 
stay in the United States or resident aliens de­
parting for a tempora.ry stay abroad) i (5) citi­
zens arriving; and (6) citizens departing. In 
addi 1:;ion, allowance was made for the entry and 
departure cf Mexican contract laborers dm."ing 
the dece,de. Since their movements were not in­
clude (1 in the officia.l nonirnmil'.,'Tent fi,gures. Groups 

2 For a SUJlllJlflI'Y of the methodology and findings of' 
these tests see S. Shapiro and J. Schachter, "Methodology 
and Summary Results of the 1950 Birth Reg:tstration Test 
in the United States," Estadist:tca, Vol. X, No. J?, 
December 1952. 










