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REVISED ESTIMATES OF THE POPULATION'OF ALASKA, HAWAIT, PUERTO RICO, THE CANAL ZONE,
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1940 TO 1950

(The population estimates glven in this report supersede the corresponding estimates published in Qurreunt Populeticn Reports,

Series P-25, No. 52.

Revised estimetes of the population of Alaeska, Hawall,
Puerto Rico, the Canal Zone, and the Virgin Islends of the
Unlted States for July 1 of each year, 1940 to 1949, teking
into account the final results of the 1950 Census of Popula-
tion, were released today by Robert W. Burgess, Director,
Buregu of the Census, Department of Commerce. These revised
estimates should prove useful to persons interested in popu~
lationh trends 1n ‘these areas and particularly to persons
requiring a consisbtent series of annual midyear populstion
eatimates for the computation of various kinds of rates,

presented here are & revision of the esti-
bates presented in an earlier release (Series P-25, No. 52).
“in general they differ from these earlier figures in that
they are based on a new series of birth statistics for the
decade, which tekes into account the results of tegts for
completeness of birth reglstration conducted in conjunction
with the 1940 and 1950 Censuses of Population.® In addition,
for Hawall, the estimates Incorporete the results of a reg-
istration of the civilian population conducted by the Office
of Civilian Defense in Hawall in the period January to June
1942, The use of these data ylelds somewhat higher population
estimates for Hawaii during the war years than was indicated
by the earller series, The estimates for Alaske were also
reviged somewhat on the basis of more complete school data
than were avallsble for the earlier reporit.

The figures

The estimates of the population of Aleska, Hawail, Puerto
Rico, and the Virgin Islands given in this report are based
on data from the 1940 and 1950 Censuses of Population (October
1939, for Alaska); statistics and estimates of births and
dedths provlided by the Nationsl Office of vital Statlstlcs,
United States Public Hewlth Service; statlistics on the move-
ment of civilians to and from the Territories and possesgsions
provided by the Immigration and Naturallzation Service, De-
partment of Justlce; and data on the Armed Forces o¢btained
from the Department of Defense.® The vital statistics and
immigration data were supplemented by date obtained from

1 A summary of the methodology and findings of these tests are
given by 8. Shapiro and J. Shachter in "Methodology and Summary Re-
sults of the 1950 Birth Registration Test in the United States,"”
Egtadistica, Vol. X, No. 37, December 1952, eand in a press release
by the Natiomal 0ffice of Vital Statistics, United Stetes Publie

Health Service, dabted January 15, 1952,

Comparable estimates for July 1 of sach year, 1950 to 1952, are given in Series P-25, No. 76)

departments of the local government, particularly
from the Hawall Depertment of Health, which made available a
great deal of data collected locally. The reported figures
on the movement of clvillians were also gupplemented Dby data
from the Department of Defense on civillans traveling by
military vessels (not reported to the Immigration and Natu-

ralization Service).

various

. The estlmates of the eclvilian population .of each area
(except the Canal Zone) were obtained by combining the civil-
lan population in 1940 (1939 for Alaska) and birth and death
statistics, estimates of net loss to the Armed Forces, and
estimates of net civilian migration, for the period from the
1840 Census date and the estimate date. The net migration
component was adjusted in order to meke the resulting esti-
mates of clvillian population consistent with the estimates
for April 1, 1950, bvesed on the 1950 Census.? Also, as men-
tioned earlier, the estimates for Hawali take direct account
of the results of the 1942 registration of the civilian popu-
lation conducted by the Office of Civilian Defense in Hawall.

Estimates of the population of the Canal Zone represent
interpolations eand adjustment of the results of the Annual
Police Census of the Canal Zone, and the 1940 and 198C Cen-
suses conducted by the Bureau of the Census.

Although thege egtimates are revisions of earlier series,
they are still based at sgeveral polnts on incomplete infor-
mation, especially with respect to net civiliasn migration and
hence are subject to error. No special attempt was made in
the preparation of these estimates 1o take account of the
appreciable number of short-term tourlsts and geasonal workers
who enter and leave soms of the Territories and possessions.

on travel +to and from Alsska were not available,

2 gtatistios
made from data

Estimates of net olvilian migration for Aleska were
on school enrollment provided by the Commissioner of Education for
Procedures for estimating net eivilian
are explained and illustrated
A general ex-
in. preparing

the Territory of Alaska.
migration from school enrollment data
in Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 20,
planation of how this method may be adjusted for use
intercensal population estimates is given in Series P-25, No. 72.

3 The selection-of net civilisn migration as the component to be
adjusted in order to take account of the 1950 Census was determined
by the fact that this component appeared to be the lesst adequately
reporbted of the sevsral components of population change.

For sale by the Bureau of the Census

Price 5 cents
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