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There were almost 5 million more Children of 
elementary school age on July 1, 1954, than there 
were at the beginning of this decade, according to 
estimates of the population of the United states, by 
age, color, and sex, for July 1, 1954, released to­
day by Robert W. Burgess, Director, Bureau of the 
Census, Department of Commerce. In the total popu­
lation of 162.4 mIllion on July 1, 1954, there were 
about 26,943,000 children 5 to 13 years old (roughly 
apprOXimating the elementary school ages) as com­
pared with 22,180,000 children in this group on 
April 1, 1950, the date of the last census, repre­
senting a gain in this age group of 4,764,000, or 
21.5 percent of the 1950 figure. Two types of popu­
lation estimates are shown in this report: The 
total population Of the United States including 
Armed Forces overseas, and the civilian population. 

INDICATED CHANGES 

Age composition.--Between April I, 1950, and 
July I, 1954. the total population of the United 
States including Armed Forces overseas increased by 
about 11,282,000, or 7.5 percent. The rate of 
growth of some of the age groups was much greater, 
particularly the younger age groups and the elderly. 
On the other hand, some of the young adult groups 
showed declines during this period. 

Changes in the population including Armed Forces 
overseas since April 1950, by broad age groups, are 
as follows: 

Age 

All ages ........... 

u nder '5 years ........... ". 
5 to 13 years •••••••••• 
1 4 to 17 years ......... 
18 to 24 years ........ . 
25 to 44 years ........ . 
45 to 64 years •••• ; •••• 
65 years and over ...... . 

Papula tion including 
Ar:med Forces 

overseas 

July 1954 

162,',].4,000 

17,807,000 
26,943,000 
9,016,000, 

15,227,000 
46,829,000 
32,877,000 
13,715,000 

AprIl 1950 

151,132,000 

16,164,000 
22,180,000 
8,409,000, 

16,081,000 
45,385,000 
30,720,000 
12,195,000 

Change, April 1950 
to July 1954 

Number 
I Per~ 

cent 

+11,282,000 +7 ~ '5 

+1,643,000 +10.2 
+4,764,000 +21.5 

+7.2 +607,000 
_853,000/ -5.3 

+1,444,000 +3.2 
+2,157,000 +7,0 
+1,520,000 I +12.5 

The effect of' the rapidly groYling school age 
population on our motion's schools is generally ,Jell 
known tlu'oughout the country. Of considerable im­
portance is the fact that there are nOvl about 18 
million children of preschool age (under 5 years). 
Most of these children will be entering school dur­
ing the next five years, and they will add consid­
erably to the problems already facing Iffiny school 
administrators and local boards of education. A 
cons,iderably smeller number will be leaving school 
(by dropout or graduation) over this period. 

The decline in the 18-to-24-year age eroup 
reflects primarily the substantially fewer births 
that occurred in the years 1932 to 1936, as compared 
to births during the 1926 to 1930 period. Although 
slight increases may tal,e place after next year. it 
will not be until sometime after 1960 th&t this 
group will begin to grow rapidly, as persons born 
during the 1940's replace those born in the middle 
and latter half of the 1930 decade. 

The population 65 years and over continued to 
show rapid gains, increaSing by about H million 
between 1950 and 1954. There were about 13.7 million 
persons in this group on July 1, 1954. In comparI­
son, there were 12.2 million in 1950 and feYler than 
9 million in 1940. ThUS, about 1 in every 12 per­
sons in the population in 1954 was 65 years old or 
over, as compared with 1 in every 15 in 1940. At 
the beginning of this century only 1 in every 25 
persons was 65 or over. 

Sex composition.--In 1950 for the first time in 
our history, the census showed more females than 
males in our population. At that time there were 
abou't 600,000 more women than men (inclucling the 
Armed Foroes overseas). By 1954, females outnumbered 
males by about I million. 

Since the beginning of this century (with the 
exception of the 1900-1909 decade), the sex ratio 
(the number of males per 100 females) of th,e total 
population had declined stea,(jily and in 1954 \-Jas 
estimated at 98.7. The decline in the sex ratio 
was not consistent throughout the age scale, however. 
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