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Estimates of the population of th.e Unl ted 
States, by age, cOlor, and sex, for JUly 1, 1950 to 
195:5, were rel eased today by Rober-t ~I. Burgess, 
Dl rector. Bureau of the Census, Depar-tment of Com
merce. The figUres show, :In general, an in8rease in 
the number of chlldr'sn in the preschool and elemen
tary school ages and of per'son.s in the older adult 
age groups, bu't declining numbers in the young adult 
group. Whet'eas the number of teen-agel's was declin
ing shar-ply during most of the 1940's. substantial 
increases are expected to take place in this group 
during the present decade. Three types of popu1a
t,ion 'estimates are shown in this report; The total 
population of the United Sta tes including Armed 
Forces overseas. the populatIon residing in conti
nental United States (excluding Armed Forces over
seas). and the civilian population, 

POPULATION INCLUDING ARMED FORCES OVERSEAS 

Age composi tlon.--Between April 1, 1950, the 
date of the last census. and July I, 1953, the number 
of chil.dren under 15 years' of age had increased by 
almost 5 million, accounting for. nearly 60 percent 
of the net gain of 8 1/2 million in the total popu
lation. On July I, 1953, there were an estimated 
45.422.000 children under 15 years old compared with 
40.483.000 in April 1950, an increase of 12.2 per·· 
cent above the 1950 figure. The most strlklng change 
occurr-ed in the 5- to 9-year-olds. who increased by 
about 2.4 million. or' 17.8 percent of the 1950 fig
ure. This rate of growth was more than three times 
the average for all ages (5.6 percent), Children 
under 5 years old and 10 to 14 years old also had 
substantial gains, both increasing by approximatelY 
1.3 million. or 7,9 percent and 11.8 percent, 
respectl ve1y. 

The P9Pulatlon 65 years and over 
substantial &ain between 1950 and 1953, 
by about 1.1 million, or 9.3 percent. 

also had a 
increfising 
Thet's were 

about 13.3 million persons in th:[s gt'OUP on J'uly 1, 
1953. In comparison, there were 12.2 millIon in 
1950 and fewer '(;han 9 millIon in 19~O. 

Changes in the population including Armed For'ces 
over-seas between April 1950 and July 1953 for each 
5-year age group are as foll ows: 

Age 

Change, April 
to July 1903 

Percent 

All ages ........................ f--__ ..:.+::8,~4~9::6,~O:::00=--i ___ ..:.+:::5.:::.6 
Under 5 years ••..••.•••. 0....... ..•. +1,272,000 +7.9 
5 to 9 years................ .... .••• +2,355,000 +17.8 
10 to 14 yearB..... ................. +1,312,000 +11.8 
15 to 19 years...................... +119,000 +1.1 
20 to 24 years................ ...... -535,000 -4.6 
25 to 29 years... .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. • .. • -265, 000 -2.1 
30 to 34 years...................... +626,000 +5.4 

35 to 39 yeB.r,g ..................... . 
40 to 44 years ••.•.•.•••••••.•...••• 
45 to 49 years ............... * •••• e .. . 

50 to 54 years •.•...•• c ....... ,. •••••• 

55 -to 59 years .................... .. 
60 to 64 years ........ " ........... . 
65 years and over O •• $ ............. " ••• 

+165,000 
+705,000 
+5913,000 
+290,000 
+366,000 
+358,000 

+1,130,000 

+1.5 
+6.9 
+6.6 
+3.5 
+5.0 
+5.9 
+9.3 

Rather large variations in the amount and rates 
of growth from age group to age group are indicated 
in the above table. The population 15 to 19 years, 
whi ch normally provides the bulk of the new recrui ts 
for the labor force and for the Armed Forces, showed 
11 ttle change. It is expected, however, that this 
group wl11 begin to expand more rapidly after 1955, 
as persons born in the 1940's enter this group re
placing those bOr'n in the latter half of' the depres
sion year's of the 1930 decade. 

Only moderate increases occurred in the age 
groups 30 to 64. ranging from 1.5 percent for the age 
group 35 to 39 to 6,9 percent for those 40 to 44 
years old. 'I'he 20- to 29-year--01ds, as a wllole. de
clined by about ~).3 percent. 
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