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By January 19 1955~ the population of' the 
United Stai;eEl including Armed Forces overseas 
was almost 164 millioD., according to estimates 
by the Bureau of the Census, Department of 
Commerce. At the beginning of this yes.r, the 
population numbered. about lEI3.930~OOO as com­
pared with 151,132,000 on April 1, 1950, the 
date of the last census. Thus, in a span of 
less than five years, the population has in­
creased by about 12.8 million, or 8.5 percent 
of the 1950 figure. 

During 1954, the population increased by 
a record 2,823,000, the largest annual inorease 
in our l:d.story. On the whole, the growth in 
population has been remarkably stable at a 
relati vely high level for the past several 
years, rangtng between 2.5 and 2.8 million, or 
at an average annual rate of about 1.7 per­
cen·t o The rate of growth during 1954 was about 
1.8 peroent, however. In oomparison, the av­
erage annual rate of growth during the 1940-50 
deoade was about 1.4 peroent. 

Of major signif:!.cance is the continued 
high level of' the number of btrths in ·this 
deuade, nunlbering over 4 million in 1954 alone, 
the first time tn our history that births have 
gone over the 4 mIllion mark in anyone year. 
The year 19[54 was the eighth in suuoession in 
whioh births exoeeded 311' million. 

Mort;al:l.ty during 1954 decll.ned to about 
9.2 deaths per 1,000 of the population. ~L'his 

rate compares 
9 6 registered 
slightly fewer 

with the previous minimum ot.' 
in 195,8 and 1953. There were 

than million deaths in 1954. 
As a result, natural inorease (exoess 01' births 
over deaths) reached a new absolute high of 
about 2.6 million, or El't an annual rate of 
16.0 per 1,000 of the population. 

Net ci vHian lmmigra tion to the Unl ted 
States during 1954 was estimated at a rate ot 
about 1.5 per l~OOO of the population» or ap­
proximately the·same rate as for 1952 and 
1953. 'rhis rate is substantially lower ·t;l1al1 
the estimated average rate of 2.4 for 1950 and 
1951. Since the beginning of this decade, net 
civilian immigration has contributed abou.t Ii 
million, or 11 percent to the net gain in our 
population» representing approximately the same 
proportion as in the 1940-50 decade. 

As ind.icated earlier$ the over-all growth 
in population in the f'irst half of ,(;his decade 
was about 13.4 million. Thus, in these five 
years the increase in population has been half 
as large again as the gain during the entire 
deoade of the 1930's and more than two··'thirds 
as large as the reoord growth of 19.3 million 
during the 10-year period from 1940 to 1950. 

Table 1 presents figures on 'the compo­
nents of population change, for the population 
including .A:rm,ed Foroes overseas, for each year 
1950 to 1954 and for each calendar quarter 
from January 1, 1950, to ,Tanuary I, 1955. 
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:mst;:lmatcs of the populll.tion at the United States 
inoluding Al~ad Forces overseas, the popula­
tion resiil..1.ng in continental United states 
(excluding .iU'med Forces overs ea.s), and of the 
oivili.an population for eaoh month~ J'anuary I, 
1952 to 1955, and. tor seleoted months baok to 
AprU. 1, 1950, tire shown In table 2. 

'm.e estimates presented in tables 1 a.nd 2 
are based on tho total population oount from 
the 1950 Census; s'tati.stics a.nd estimates of 
births and deaths provided by the Nati.ons.l Of-­
fice of Vi tal Stat:Lstios, United States J."ublic 

Servioe; statistios on immigration and 
emigration provided by the Immigration and 
Naturalization Servioe, Department of Justioe; 
and data on the Armed Foroes provided by the 
Depar·tmen't of Defense. 

The figures on births and deaths have 
been adjusted for inoomplete registration. 
Monthly figures on nonimmigrant and nonemigrant 

aHens and On oitizena traveling abroad have 
been adjusted for seasonal variation. In addi­
tion. figures on immigration for reoent years 
were sUpplemented by data on travel between 
oontinental Un1 ted States and insular posses­
sions provided by the local governments of 
Hawaii and Puerto Rico. Data em suoh movements 
are not oompletely reported. to the Immigration 
and Naturalizat:l.on Servioe. 

statistios on Ilet oi vi l:!. an ilIlmigl:'at:i.on 
were available up through the period ending 
June 30» Hl54. Data for July to December 1954 
were est:l.mated on ·thr, basis of past 'trends :l.n 
these figures. 

1950 
for 1940 to Estimates of the population 

oomparable to the figures here 
Se­
for 

are gi v"en in Se-

shown 
are given in _G_ur __ r_e_n_t ___ ~~ ______ . ______ = ___ __ 
rie8 P-25. No. 71~ 

eaoh month for 1950 
r:l.es P-25. No. 90. 



Table l.~-FSTlMATF.B OF THE POPULATION OF THE UNITED S'fA1.'ES INCLUDING ARMED FOFWES OVERSEAS, JANUARY 1, 1950 
TO 1955, WITH OOMPONENTS OF POPULATION OHANGE 

(These estimates supersede the corresponding estimates from 1952 to date published in Ou..1'rent Populat:ton Reports, 
Series P-25, No. 90. Each estioote has been independently rounded to the nearest thousand from figures com­
puted to the last digit; henoo, sum of parts ooy differ slightly from totals shown. Percentages are based on 
unrounded numbers) 

._._----_._------_._-----------_._._--------_._---.-------------------------­-----------------,.--_ .• _--- --.--
Change since preceding date 

Date Net change.1 
1--._----_._-,------Population 

B:irths2 
Number Pereent 

._----_._-------........,1-------+---_. __ .. _ .. ----.---- ---.--.--- ---.--.. --.-

BY CALENBAH YEARS 

January 1, 19.55 ........ ,..0 .... 
January 1, 195",.., •• , •••• " ••• 
Janusry 1, 1953 .......... , •••• 
January 1, 1952 .............. . 
January 1, 1951. •••••••.• 0.", 
January 1, 1950 ••••••••••••••• 

BY CALENDAH QJJAHTERS 

January 1, 19.55 ............. ., 
October 1, 1954 .............. . 
.July 1, 1954 ••••• ;, ••••••••••• 
April 1, 1954 ••• , •••.••••••••• 

January 1, 1954 ............. .. 
October 1, 1953 .............. . 
July 1, 1953 ................. . 
April 1, 1953 ••••••••••••••••• 

January 1, 1953 ••••••••••••••• 
October 1, 1952 •. , •••••••••••• 
July 1, 1952 ................. . 
April 1, 1952 ............... .. 

J·anuary 1, 1952 .............. . 
October 1, 1951 ••••••••••••••• 
July 1, 1951. ............... .. 
April 1, 1951. ••••••••••• , •••• 

January 1, 1951, •••••••••••••• 
October 1, 1950 ............. .. 
July 1, 1950 •••••••••••••••••• 
April 1, 1950 ............... .. 
January 1, 1950 ............. .. 

TOTAL CHANGE 

April 1, 1950, to Jan. 1, 1955 
January 1, 1950, to 1955 ...... 

163,930,000 
161,107,000 
158,1t34,000 
155,790,000 
153,072,000 
150,552,000 

163,930,000 
163,210,000 
162,409,000 
161,762,000 

161,107,000 
160,412,000 
159.,643,000 
159,024,000 

158,434.,000 
157,775,000 
157,028,000 
156,L,21,000 

155,790,000 
155,107,000 
154,360,000 
153,691,000 

153,072,000 
152,416,000 
151,6il3,OOO 
151,132,000 
150,552,000 

2,823,000 
2,672,000 
2,644,000 
2,718,000 
2,520,000 ... 

720,000 
801,000 
647,000 
655,000 

694,000 
769,000 
619,000 
590,000 

659,000 
748,000 
607,000 
631,000 

683,000 
71,·7,000 
670,000 
619,000 

656,000 
733,000 
551,000 
580,000 . .. 

12,798,000 
1.'3,378,000 

1.75 
1,69 
1.70 
1.78 
1.67 
'" . 

0.44 
0.49 
0.40 
O,'!'·1 

0.43 
0.48 
0.39 
0.37 

0.42 
0.48 
0.39 
0.40 

0.44 
0.48 
0.41 ... 
0,4·0 

0.43 
0.48 
0.36 
0.39 ... 

8.47 
il.89 

4,073.,000 
.3,967,000 
3,912,000 
3,826,000 
3,62'1,000 ... 

1, Ot,3,000 
1,093,000 

957,000 
980,000 

1,004,000 
1,074,000 

926,000 
964,000 

991,000 
1,057,000 

919,000 
9/,5,000 

964,000 
1,Oll,OOO 

934,000 
917,000 

925,000 
977,000 
846,000 
il78,OOO 

... 

18,527,000 
19,405,000 

1,485,000 
1,532,000 
1,508,000 
1,497,000 
1,464,000 . .. 

383,000 
352,DOO 
367,000 
383,000 

377,000 
360,000 
37L,,00O 
420,000 

383,000 
3L,8,00O 
377,000 
399,000 

3il3,000 
347,000 
36'7f,000 
40 ,000 

3'14,000 
339,000 
364,000 
386,000 ... 

'1,099,000 
7,485,000 

Nct 
c1vHia.n 

immigration 

236,00 ° 238,00 0 
2A.O,OO D 
379,00 ° 350,00 ° . . 

"60,00 ° 460,00 ° S8,OO 0 
58,00 ° 
69,00 ° 56,00 0 
67,00 0 
47,00 ° 
52,00 ° 39,00 0 
66,00 ° 83,00n 

101,000 
81.,000 

100,000 
97,000 

100,000 
91,000 
69,000 
il9,OOO .. . 

1,353,000 
1,4",2,000 

1 Includes change due to admissions into, and discharges from, Armed F'orces overseas, mostly on the part of 
residents of United States Territories, possessions, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Hieo. Figures are not shawn 
separately. 

2 Adjusted for underregistration. 
3 Deaths occurring in the United Sta.tes, adjusted for underregistration of infant deaths, plus estimated deaths 

occurring to Armed Forces oversea.s. 
4 Net civilian immigration for July to December 1951, was projected on the ba.sis of figures for the period end­

ing June 30, 1954. 



Table 2.~~ES;['IMA1'RS OF TIrE POPULA'rION OF Tm; UNlcJJID STA1'ES, B'Y IDNTHS: 3.950 TO 1955 

('l'heo0 estimates supersede the corresponding estimates from 1952 to date pooH_shed in Current Pop1!:.lation Reports, 
Ser:l.es P~25, NOfJ. 90 and 109. Correspond:1.ng \,st.imtrtes for each llIOnth in 1950 and 1951 are g:Lven In Ourrent 
Popula~:Lon l~p0:r:.~~, Series P~25, No, 90) 

Date 

1951;-

Deeeniber 10 •••• 
Novem.1Jer 1"" '" " ~ 
October L ..... 
September L ... 
August L •....• 
Jul.;! 1" ..... '" 

J'tme L ...•... , 
Hay L" ....... 
April 1. ..•.•• , 
VuU'ch L ••••••• 
February L •••• 
.January 1. ••••• 

1953 

December L., .. 
November 1 •••• , 
Cletober L ••.•• 
September 1" ~ .. ~ 
August L ... ,,,. 
.July L ........ 

J-une 
} ... " (I; ~ I> ... " 

May 1. ......... 
AprH 1. ••••••. 
---_ .•. 

Total 
population 
inoluding 

Armed Forces 
overseas 

163,699,000 
163 ,~-65 ,000 
16.3,210,000 
162,91;:5 ,000 
162,667,000 
162,409,000 

162,184-,000 
161,966,000 
161,'762,000 
161, 5A.3 ,000 
161,335,000 
161,,107,000 

160,879,000 
160,658,000 
16D,412,OOO 
160, 162,OClO 
159,899,000 
159,643,000 

159,211,000 
159,024,000 

Total 
pOIJUla Mon 
res:tding in 

United States 
excluding 

Armed 
overseas 

C:Lvil:tan 
populat:Lon 

(I) 160,727,000 

(1) I 
(1) 
(l) 
(1) 

161,474,000 
l.61,183,OOO 

160,952,000 158,tl4.3,00O 
160,707,000 1.58,611,000 
160,490,000 15il,.390,O()O 
160, 23tl,000 15tl,153,OOO 
160,015,000 15'7,923,000 
159,817,000 157,67l,OOO 

159,544J OOO/ 157,387,000 
159,.300,000 157,141,000 
159,0/,Cl,OOO 156,868,,000 
15il,7£l9,000 156,579,000 
158,522,000 156,.307,000 
158,320,000 156,053,000 

158,130,000 155,i345,OOO 
157,90'7,000 155,652,000 
157,728,000 155,1,7l,00O 

159'421'~ 
-- -

Date 

19:53,.~Con. 

MarCIl L •.. "" •. 
February L ••. " 
Jamw.ry L".""" 

1952 

Decenibe:r L •• ,,_ , 
Noveniber 1 ••••• 
October 1 •••••• 
'september L"". 
August 1" .••••• 
,July 1. •••. "" •• 

J·une L ....... . 
I-lay 1 .. "" .. ",,'" I 

April 1. •••• "". 
March 1. ....... 
February 1. ••• , 
January L .•... 

1951 

Total 
population 
lncluding 

Armed Forces 
overseas 

156,,119,OOO 
156,616,000 
156 ,1+21,000 
1.56,209,000 
156,00'7,000 
1.55,790,000 

Tota:J 
popuJ.ation 
residing in 

tinHed States 
exc1udJ.ng 

Armed Forces 
overseas 

CivHian 
population 

156,932,000 1:3/,,652,000 
156,713,000 154,414,000 
156,461,000 154,157,000 
156,251,000 153,8'70,000 
155,985,000 153,598,000 
155,761,000 15.3,366,000 

155,592,000 
155,376,000 
155,201,000 
155,001,000 
154,,809,000 
154,649,000 

153,1.33,000 
152,904,000 
152,7H,OOO 
152,5.31,000 
152,4H,OOO 
152,292,000 

July 1 ••••.••• , 154,360,000 153,384,000 151,082,000 
January L..... 153,072,000 152,361,000 150,689,000 

July :~~~ ...... b' 151'0!l3,oJ 151,234,0001,50,202,000 
April L ....... 21~1,1?~,00oi 31'jO~69Z,36111'179,6.34,OOO 
January 1... ••• 150,5::>",0001 150,O£b,000 1-.8,980,000 _. ____ .. _'___ , ______ .L -..L ____ _ 

l Not avaHable at time of publication. 
2 1950 Oensus count (150,697,.361) plus estimate of Armed Forces overseas • 
.3 1950 Censuro count. 
4 1950 OensuB count minus estimate of Armed Forces in continental United States. 
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