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FAMILY INCOME UP 6 PERCENT SINCE 1954

(Advance date, March 1956 sample survey)

Average (median) family income in the
United States was estimated at $4,400 in 1955,
or about 6 percent higher than in 1954, ac-
cording to estimates released today by the
Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.
This lnorease probably represented a signifi-
cant gain in purchasing power for the average
family, since prices were fairly stable during
this period, aocording to the Consumer Price
. Index.

The average 1income of nonfarm families
inoreased by about ¥ percent over the year,
largely because of wage rate Iincreases and
greater regularity of employment among non-
agricultural workers. In contrast, the aversge
income of rural-farm families did not change
gignificantly in 1955. The stability in the
income of farm families despite a drop in farm
prices 1s due largely to thelr increased earn-
ings from nonfarm work. A large proportion of
the farm population derives at least part of
its income from employment off the farm.

Of the Natlion's 43million families, about
18 mlliion, or twe-fifths, received incomea of
$5,000 or more 4in 1955 while 74 milliion, or
one-rifth, had incomes under $2,000. The re-
maining 174 million families were in the $2,000-
$5,000 bracket. The distribution of families
(groups of two or more related persons) by
their income in 1955 1s shown.in table A.

Table A.--NUMBER OF FAMILIES BY FAMILY INCOME,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1955

{Figures derived from data in table B and rounded
to the nearest 100,000)

Number of
Family income families

TotBl..ousunrsnvennsonsonnan 42,800,000
Under $1,000. 000000 ntvansnanns aene 3,300,000
$1,000 10 31,999, 1 ivvracrrvasarnanes 4,200,000
$2,000 to $2,999........cuvns . 4,700,000
$3,000 10 $3,999. .. iiiviinininnnnane 6,300,000
$4,000 to $4,99%........ Neassmnennans 6,600,000
$5,000 10 $5,999. .. ivciiinancannens 5,400,000

$6,000 t0 $6,99%. ... 0urninninnnans 4,100,
$7,000 t0 $9,999.......uluhs cetaeane 5,500,000
$10,000 to $14,999 .. .ieinernrennnnnn 2,100,000
$15,000 BNA OVET'+ v vrrarsansincrancas 600,000

The 1955 lpcome data presented in this
report were obtalned frominformation collected
in the Bureau of the Census Current Popula-
tion Survey of Maroh 1956. The survey covered
the clivilian noninstitutionel population and
members of the Armed Forces llving off post or
with their families on post in continental
United States, Additional family income data
from this survey will appear in a more detailed
report to be issued later this year. '

Income &8s defined in thig report repre-
sents the combined ‘total money income of the
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family, or the sum of money wages and sala-
ries, net income from self-employment, and
income other than earnings received by all-

Tamily members during the calendar year. The
median income 1s the amount which divides the
dlstribution into two equal groups, one having
incomes above the median and the other having
incomes below the median.

Slnce the estimates 1in this report are
based on a sample, they are subject to sampling
variability. Particular care asnould be ex-
ercised in the interpretation of figures based
on relatively amall numbers of cases as well
as small differences between figures. More-
over, as in all field surveys of income, the

figures are subject to errors of response and
nonreporting.

Other date relating to the income re-
ceived by the population are available from the
Personal Income Series of the Department of
Commerce, the Federal Reserve Board Survey of
Consumer Finances, Federal income tax data, and
0ld-Age and Survivors Insurance wage record
data. These data are collected for different
purposes and, therefore, differ from the Cur-
rent Peopulation Survey income data in several
important respects. A discussion of the com-
parability of these data may be found in Cur-
rent Population Reports, Seriea P-60, No. 19,
"Income of Persons in the United States: 1954,"

Table B.--DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES,

URBAN AND RURAL: 1952 TO 1955
Families Unrelated individuals
Total money income
1955 1954 1953 1952 1955 1954 1953 1952
UNITED STATES
Number, ......thousands.. 42,843 41,934 41,202 41,020 2,766 9,623 9,514 9,774
Percentivevevearneas 100.0 100,0 160.0 100.C 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0
Under $500..vissteernercnras 3.4 4.6 4.7 4.1 20.2 21.7 21.1 20,0
$500 10 $999.1tinrennnrnvan. 4,3 4a2 3.9 bode 21.9 23.5 21.1 20,2
$1,000 t0 $1,499. viuinnnne.. 4.9 5.6 4.9 2.3 12.5 10.7 9.9 12.0
$1,500 t0 $1,999, . 0uvennnns. 4,9 5.4 5,0 5.5 8.4 8.6 7.8 9.4
$2,000 to $2,49%. c.vvvnnnnn. 5.5 5.5 5.7 6.7 7.8 7.4 9.8 9.6
$2,500 to 32,999 tiiiinnnenn 5.5 6.4 6,0 T4 5.8 6,9 8.1 6.7
$3,000 t0 $3,499,  0ivnnnnnas 7.4 7.5 7.6 9.7 7.1 5.8 7.2 6.9
$3,500 10 $3,99%. . ivinnnrens Te2 7.9 8.2 g.8 4.1 4.9 4.3 5.5
34,000 10 $4,49%. inirnnnenes 8,2 8,4 8.6 8.2 4.1 2.9 2.9 2.6
$4,500 10 $4,99% cerennnnan 7.3 7.2 7.3 7.2 2.2 1.9 2.6 2.2
$5,000 t0 $5,999. et inrrnnnan 12.7 11.9 13.2 11.9 2.5 2.9 2.2 2.4
$6,000 to $6,999, 0 venncens 9.5 8.5 8.1 7.5 1.8 1.3 1.2 1.0
37,000 to $9,999... 12,9 11,1 11.6 9,1 1.0 0.7 0.7 1.0
$10,000 to $14,999. 4.8 bt 4.1 2.8 0.4 .3 C.3 0.4
$15,000 10 $24,99% 4reenans. 0,9 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.2 0.2 0,3 “ea
$25,000 and OVEris.vreunners C.5 C.4 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2
Medisn iNCOME...vevseeeneses $4,421 $4,173 $4,233 $3,890 $1,316 $1,224 $1,394 $1,409
URBAN

Rumber.........thousands,. 27,612 27,530 26,959 26,785 7,545 7,604 7,555 7,670
Median income....ieevevesen.]| $4,840 $4,591 $4,663 $4,249 | 81,476 $1,421 $1,649 $1,605

RURAL NONFARM .
Number,..,...,.thousands,. 9,920 9,178 9,034 8,782 1,655 1,405 1,452 1,434
Median income.........eece.. $4,328 $3,891 33,951 83,720 $934 $850 $905 3937

RURAL FARM

NUTDeT ey sy ss. . thousands, , 5,311 5,226 5,200 5,452 566 614 507 670
Median inCoOmE..uisnresnnnnas $2,111 $1,973 $2,131 $2,226 5628 $635 $e23 $665




