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Population growth in the United States
reached a new record high in 1956, according
to estimates released today Dby the Bureau of
the Census, Department of Commerce. During
1956, the population of the United States in-
cluding Armed Forces abroad increased by about
3 million persons, the largest one year numer-
ical gain in our history. There were an esti-
meted 169,800,000 persons in our population on
January 1, 1957, compared with 166,805,000 a
year earlier, On the whole, annual popu~
lation growth has bsen rather stable at s
relatively high level for the past several
years, ranging between £.6 and 8.0 million
since 1951. In each of the last 10 years,
population growth exceeded 2% million and the
rate of ‘increase approximated 1.7 percent.
In the 7-year period since the beginning of
this decade, the increase in population ex-
ceeded 19 million, a population gain greater
than that which occurred during the entire

1940 decade.

The sustained high level of the number of
births has been the primary factor in the con-
tinued rapid growth of the population. The
year 1956 was the third year in succession in
which the number of births exceeded 4 million;
an estimated 4,220,000 babies born
in 1956, In comparison, Dbirths in 1940 num-
bered only 2.6 million, About 27 3/4 million
babies were born during the past seven years;
this is substantislly more than were born dur-

there were

ing the entire decade of the 1930's and almost
as many a8 the  tobtal number born during the

19407s,
Mortality continued at relatively low
levels, About 1.6 million deaths occurred

during 1956, and the estimated death rate per
1,000 of the population including Armed Forces
overseas was 9.3. The death rate in 1956 was
the same as in 1955, and only a trifle higher
than the record low rate of 9,1 in 1954. As a
result, natural increase (the excess of births
over deaths) during 1956 reached a record high
of 2,652,000, During the past seven years,
births exceeded deaths by about 24 million an-
nually, on the average. The rate of natural
increase in 1956 was estimeted at 15.8 per
1,000 of the population, compared with a rate
of 15,5 in 1955 and 16,0 in 1954,

Net civilian immigration to the United
States during the past year amounted to 344,000,
or about 2.0 per 1,000 of the population.
This rate was gsomewhat higher than the rates
for the preceding four years, but below the
rates of 1948 to 1951. Since the beginning of
this decade, net civilian immigration has con-
tributed about 2.1 million persons to our pop-
ulation and has constituted about 10.8 percent
of the total net gain. Table 4 gives birth
and death rates, rates of mnatural increase,
and net cilvilian immigration per 1,000 of the
population,.
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Table A.-~-BIRTH RATES, DEATH RATES, RATES OF NATURAL
INCREASE, AND NET IMMIGRATION PER 1,000 OF THE POP-
ULATION, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940 TO 1956

(Rates are based on midperiod egtimates of total popu-
iation including Armed Forces overseas. Vital rates
have been adjusted for underreglstration and for
mortality of Armed Forces abroad)

Net
clvilian
Rate immis=
Calendar of Birth Death gration
year nabural rate rate per 1,000
incresase of the
POPULE«
tion
1956c00svsosnan 15.8 25.1 9.3 2.0
1955, 00e0vncans 15.5 24,8 9.3 1.8
1954 causnsnnsns 16.0 25,1 9.1 L5
1953, 00esanscon 15.3 24.8 9.6 1.5
19524 0ussonoses 15.3 24.9 9,6 1.5
1951l cersncncios 15.1 2.8 9.7 2.5
195040 veucncses 14.3 23.9 9.7 2.3
1949 0 cevooenes 14.8 24.5 9.7 2ob
1948, cisnanease 14.9 24.8 9.9 2.2
1947 cerssnenene 16.4 26.5 10.1 1.9
1946, 000vcovvee 4.2 4.1 9.9 1.2
1945, 00s0s0cses 9.4 20.4 11.0 1.2
1944 esacocncaans 9.8 21.2 11,4 1.5
1943, cvuncvsces 11.7 22.7 11.0 1.2
194200 0sneronns 11.8 R2.2 10.4 0.7
1941evveovneres 9.7 20.3 10.6 C.5
1940, cseseoancs 8.6 19.4 10.8 0.6
Annual average:
1950 to 1956. 15.3 24,8 9.5 1.9
1940 to 1949. 12.1 22. 10.5 1.3
1 Figures for 1940 to 1950 include slight adjust-

see Current Population

ments for "error of clogure";
page 3, for detalled

Reports, Series P25, No. 71,
expianation.

Table 1 presents figures on the compo-
nents of population change, for the population
including Armed Forces overseas, for each year
1940 to 1956, and for each calendar gquarter
from January L, 1950, to January 1, 1957. Es-

timates of the population of the United States
including Armed Forces overseas, the popula~-
tion residing in continental United States
{excluding Armed Forces overseas), and of the
sivilian populetion for each month, January 1,
1950, to February 1, 1957, and for July 1,
1940 to 1949, are shown in table Z.

The egtimates presented in tables 1 and 2
are baged on the total population counts from
the 1950 snd 1940 Censuses; statistics and es~
timates of births and deaths provided by the
Netionsml Office of Vital Statistics, U. S
public Health Service; statistics on immigra-—
tion and emigration provided by the Tnmigra—
tion and Neturalization Service, Department of
Justice; and data on the Armed Forces provided
by the Department of Defense.

The figures on births and deaths have
been ad justed for incomplete regigtration, and,
in the case of deaths, for deaths of milivary
personnel stationed abroad. The monthly fig~
ures on nonimmigrant and nonemigrant aliens
and on citizens traveling abroad, as reported,
have been adjusted to eliminate seasonal vari-
ation. In addition, figures on immigration
for recent years were supplemented by data on
travel between continental United States and
Hawaii and Puerto Rico provided Dby the local
Dats on such movements are nob
Immigration and

governments.
completely reported to the
Naturalization Service.

Statistics on net oivilian immigration
were available up through the period ending
June 30, 1956, Data for July 1956 to January
1957 were esbtimated on the basis of the figures
for preceding months; allowance was made for the
influx of Hungarian refugees in recent nonths.



(These estimates supersede
Fach estimate has been independently rounded to the nearest thousand from figures compuled 1o the 1ast digily;

Percentages are based on unrounded numbers)

-8 .

Table 1,--ESTIMATES OF THE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES INCLUDING.ARMED FORCES OVERSEAS, 1940 TO 1957,
WITH COMPONENIS OF POPULATION CHANGE

152,

parts mey differ slightly from the totals shown.

the corresponding estimates from 1955 to date published in Gurrent Population Reports, Serles P23, Nos.

136 and
hence, the sums of

Change since preceding date

Increase in
population since
fpril 1, 1950

areas of the United States.

2 pdjusted for underregistration.

3 Deaths occurring in the United States, adjusted for underregistration of infant deaths,
overseas.

Figures sre not shown separately.

Date Population
Net changet Net
Births? Deathe?® civilisn Nurber Percent
Number Percent immig;ra’hion"
BY CALENDAR YEARS
1950 fo 1957:
January 1, 1957cceervecess 169,800,000 2,995,000 1.80 4,220,000 1,568,000 5344,,000 18,668,000 12.4
January L, 1956.cecseensss 166,805,000 2,849,000 1.% 4,091,000 1,532,000 295,000 15,673,000 10.4
January 1, 1955...0000000e 163,956,000 2,841,000 1.76 4,078,000 1,485,000 249,000 12,824,000 8.5
January L, 1954..eceeinies 161,115,000 2,681,000 1,69 3,965,000 1,527,000 239,000 9,982,000 6.6
January 1, 1953cveeeecsnce 158,434,000 2,644,000 1.70 3,912,000 | 1,508,000 240,000 7,302,000 4.8
January 1, 1952..00caences 155,720,000 2,718,000 1.78 3,826,000 1,497,000 379,000 4,658,000 3.1
January 1, 1951.ccevaesene 153,072,000 2,520,000 1.67 3,627,000 1,464,000 350,000 1,940,000 1.3
January 1, 1950..ceesevore 150,552,000 2,551,000 1.72 3,649,000 1,448,000 354,000
1940 to 1949:
January 1, 1949..c0veeonss 148,001,000 2,530,000 L.7% 3,637,000 1,449,000 329,000
Jamiary 1, 1948, 0cveeaiss 145,471,000 2,638,000 1.85 3,817,000 1,451,000 275,000 s .
January 1, 1947.civiesaacs 142,833,000 2,145,000 1.52 3,411,000 1,404,000 171,000
January 1, 1946..ecievovcs 140,689,000 1;452,000 1.04 2,858,000 1,545,000 169,000
Jaxwary 1, 1945.cccecennes 139,237,000 1,561,000 1.15 2,939,000 1,577,000 208,000
January 1, 1944.cciivennes 137,656,000 1,791,000 1.32 3,104,000 1,498,000 160,000 ven Ve
Jamuary 1, 1943...ccnvevis 135,865,000 1,704,000 1.27 2,989,000 1,402,000 96,000 ves cas
January 1, 1942.cciavannns 134,161,000 1,367,000 1.03 2,703,000 1,408,000 63,000 s “ee
January 1, 1941l.cveicanses 132,794,000 1,210,000 0,92 2,559,000 1,428,000 73,000
January 1, 1940, vececvonne 131,584,000 oas aee eee PORN
Total change:
January 1, 1950 to 1957... 19,248,000 12.8 27,719,000 10,581,000 2,095,000 oo
January 1, 1940 to -1950... vas 18,969,000 Lhod | ., 31,666,000 14,610,000 1,898,000 cen oee
Annual average change:
1950 10 1956.ecsscasnonnes ‘e 2,750,000 L1.73 3,960,000 1,512,000 299,000 ves
1940 16 194% . vvecnonnranns ‘es 1,897,000 1.36 3,167,000 1,461,000 190,000
BY CALENDAR QUARTERS
1950 to 1957:
January 1, 1957cceiececnsns 169,800,000 773,000 0.46 1,080,000 401,000 594, ,000 18,668,000 12.4
October 1, 1956..ccavvsnas 169,028,000 854,000 0.51 1,139,000 369,000 584,000 17,895,000 1L1.8
July 1, 1956 cececscnecess 168,174,000 676,000 0.40 977,000 387,000 87,000 17,041,000 1l.3
April 1, 19560ceceacacanns 167,498,000 692,000 0.41 1,024,000 411,000 79,000 16,365,000 16.8
January 1, 1956...00ve0nss 166,805,000 731,000 0.44 1,040,000 396,000 88,000 15,673,000 10.4
Qctober 1, 1955, 000acanes 166,074,000 804,000 Q.49 1,096,000 370,000 78,000 14,942,000 9.9
July 1, 19550 0ieecescnsces 165,270,000 652,000 0.40 962,000 371,000 63,000 14,138,000 ERZ
April L, 195504 veees 164,619,000 663,000 0.40 993,000 395,000 66,000 13,487,000 8.9
January 1, 1955..ccven 163,956,000 730,000 0.45 1,044,000 384,000 71,000 12,824;(500 8.5
October 1, 1954.cvevecsses 163,226,000 809,000 0,50 1,097,000 351,000 63,000 12,094,000 8.0
JuLy 1, 1954ecessaracanace 162,417,000 656,000 0.41 965,000 368,000 59,000 11;285,000 7.5
April 1, 1954ccicersnnnoes 161,761,000 646,000 0.40 972,000 382,000 56,000 10,629,000 7.0
Japuary 1, 1954csessnsacen 161,115,000 698,000 0.43 1,010,000 379,000 67,000 9,982,000 6.6
October 1, 1953.sceveicneas 160,417,600 781,000 0.49 1,075,000 354,000 59,000 9,285,000 6.1
July L, 1953.c0ucsnerassin 159,636,000 624,000 0.39 931,000 374,000 67,000 8,504,000 5.6
April 1, 1953 .cviaaeranne 159,012,000 578,000 0.36 950,000 420,000 47,000 7,879,000 5.2
January 1y 1953..isc0ecnss 158,434,000 659,000 0.42 991,000 383,000 52,000 7,302,000 4.8
October 1, 1952¢cceuvennss 157,775,000 748,000 0.48 1,057,000 348,000 39,000 6,643,000 botk
July L, 1952.ccanavanecven 157,028,000 607,000 .39 919,000 377,000 66,000 5,895,000 3.9
Aprdl 1, 1952.ieeeavnanns 156,421,000 631,000 0.40 945,000 399,000 83,000 | 5,288,000 3.5
January 1, 1952¢.esececees 155,790,000 683,000 Q.44 964,000 383,000 101,000 4,658,000 3.1
October 1, 1951eeeecsscens 155,107,000 747,000 0.48 1,011,000 347,000 81,000 3,975,000 2.6
July 1, 1950cectienconanes 154,360,000 670,000 0.44 934,000 367,000 100,000 3,228,000 2.1
April 1, 1951.ccscnnccccns 153,691,000 619,000 0.40 917,000 400,000 $7,000 2,558,000 1.7
January 1, 195lecsscescnse 153,072,000 €56,000 0.43 925,000 374,000 100,000 1,940,000 1.3
October 1, 1950cecicecacis 152,416,000 733,000 0.48 977,006 339,000 91,000 1,284,000 0.8
July 1, 1950.... PN 151,683,000 551,000 0,36 846,000 364,000 69,000 551,000 0.4
April 1, 1950 aciecvsceces 151,132,000 580,000 0.39 878,000 386,000 89,000
January 1, 1950..cecacaiss -150,552,000 eon eae
1 Inoludes change due to admissions into, and discharges from, Armed Forces overseas, mostly on the part of residents of the outlying

plus estimated deaths occurring to Armed Forces

4 Figures for 1940 to 1950 include slight adjustments for "error of closure"; see Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 71, page 3,

for detailed explanation.

% Net civilian immigration for July 1956 to December 1956 was estimated on the basis of figures for the period ending June 30, 1956.




Table 2,--ESTIMATES OF THE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES, BY MONTHS, 1950 TO 1957, WITH COMPARATIVE MIDYEAR FIGURES
FOR 1940 T0O 1949

(These estimates supersede the corresponding estimates

including those in Nos, 136 and 152)

from 1955 to date published in Current Population Reports, Series P25,

Total
Total Total population
population residing in population residing in Ve 4
Date including United States Date ineluding United States (’”1‘%‘??
Armed Forces (excluding Armed Fordes (excluding populabion
overseas overseas Armed Forces
overseas) overseas)
1957 1952
FODTUATY Lavsersasreenns| 170,045,000 | 169,170,000 | 167,228,000 i . o
J;;LS;;Jl jég’gég’ooo Ter o 000 | 166983000 DOCEMBEY Luesessnsossese| 158,222,000 | 156,932,000 | 154,652,000
MY descesessnenens ) 2B, EA, B8, 86,752, HOVEIBET Levvenssnvenen .1 158,008,000 | 156,713,000 | 154,414,000
October 1. eend] 157,775,000 | 156,461,000 | 154,157,000
1956 SEPUOTIET Lesesaseeeesaa] 157,505,000 | 156,251,000 | 153,870,000
AUZUST Lo vueersenonnnass| 157,271,000 | 155,985,000 154,598,000
DOCEIDET Luoorssaasesns| 169,541,000 | 168,662,000 | 166,715,000 JULY Levovsevesoeeneanna| 157,028,000 | 155,761,000 | 153,366,000
NOVOIDET Lo o vvnsvveees] 169,291,000 | 168,412,000 | 166,460,000
(OEODET Lueessersernvene| 169,028,000 | 168,146,000 TG Tureeneniraoennanne| 156,819,000 | 155,592,000 | 153,133,000
SOPLEMDET Lesnveseervoes| 168,737,000 | 167,850,000 | 165,908,000 MY Lovesrereanconaesess| 156,616,000 | 155,376,000 | 152,904,000
BUGUST Lovennnrnennennss] 168,451,000 | 167,538,000 | 165,610,000 BPTEL Levsveenconnnences] 156,421,000 | 155,200,000 | 152,711,000
JULY Lovervnunsnonsnsnes] 168,174,000 | 167,259,000 | 165,339,000 MATCH Luevrsnenncaneenea| 156,209,000 | 155,001,000 | 152,531,000
. , o FEDIUATY Lneewreneansens] 156,007,000 | 154,809,000 | 152,411,000
JUOE Dovereesnsasennnees| 167,934,000 | 167,030,000 | 165,093,000 : 5 007, 00 »B09, 2,411,
vy 1 16517151800 162’818jooo {ﬁﬁ’gsojooo JATMATY Luvnrvenennnenns| 155,790,000 | 154,649,000 | 152,292,000
srareerso I AIAD B LD L A Ay
APTAL Levurvvnennnevenns| 167,498,000 | 166,575,000 | 164,619,000
MATCR Tovovrvessensaness] 167,260,000 | 166,326,000 | 164,367,000
FOOTUSTY Leveessssearers| 167,040,000 | 166,114,000 | 164,132,000 1951
JATGATY Levenneseennones| 166,805,000 | 165,918,000 | 163,889,000
DECOIDOT Lovesrneennnnes| 155,574,000 | 154,429,000 | 152,081,000
1955 HOVOIBEL Loveseeansenoen] 155,355,000 | 154,162,000 | 151,906,000
_ 0CUODET Luvavuvassvennns| 155,107,000 | 153,996,000 | 153,701,000
DECOMDET Lesevsssessnnse| 166,572,000 | 165,662,000 | 163,626,000 GEPLOMDOT Luvusesossnnns] 154,856,000 | 153,823,000 | 151,480,000
NOVOIDOT Louvvvnvrseness]| 166,331,000 | 165,405,000 | 163,379,000 AUEUED Lovsvrneeneennrsa| 154,604,000 | 153,590,000 | 151,261,000
OCHEODET Lowssanseneossse| 166,074,000 | 165,148,000 | 163,114,000 JULY Lewveareennnvnnenss| 154,360,000 53,384,000 | 151,082,000
SOPLOMDET Levessvereeser] 165,798,000 | 164,862,000 | 162,824,000
AUGUS Luvernarennseenns] 165,526,000 | 164,565,000 & 1€2,557,000 JUNE Leueonrrneonaeenees| 154,126,000 | 153,187,000 | 150,927,000
JULY Lesonernneneneusnsel 165,270,000 | 164,303,000 | 162,307,000 MAY Loeuvvinessnnsnnnnna] 153,897,070 | 152,997,000 | 150,796,000
o o
S Lo ens | 165,047,000 | 164,085,000 | 162,050,000 || APEEL eeeeerersenenees e oo %ff’ggg’ggg lfg’zggJOOO
MY Leenveivininnenenonl 164,822,000 | 163,825,000 | 161,756,000 || plill ol s ke 102,690, 150,658,000
i : 2 : FODTUATY Loveeonenseses] 153,288,000 | 152,515,000 | 150,640,000
APTAL Luvneesnuasnnnsens| 164,619,000 | 163,601,000 | 161,486,000 p 2 19,
MAreh Lusisesonsoannssss] 164,390,000 163,324,000 161,203,000 Jamuary Leeveseossensess| 153,072,000 152,361,000 150,689,000
FOUTUATY Lovonssssenrses| 164,187,000 | 163,119,000 | 160,956,000
JATUATY Luvooneveseennas| 163,956,000 | 162,927,000 | 160,748,000
1950
1954
DOCODOT Lueeserwwrnsaes| 152,860,000 | 152,153,000 | 150,573,000
DOCEIDET Losssesnnensses| 163,721,000 [ 162,662,000 | 160,460,000 Hovember L.vusee 152,647,000 | 151,986,000 { 150,505,000
NOVOIDET Loovrvesvwsnes| 163,483,000 | 162,382,000 | 160,197,000 October 1. 152,416,000 | 151,793,000 | 150,503,000
OGEODOT Lavsunenvsnennaa| 163,226,000 | 162,114,000 | 159,918,000 Septenber 152,174,000 | 151,600,000 | 150,525,000
SEPEOmDET Luvnrssanaeens| 162,954,000 | 161,810,000 | 159,636,000 BIgUst Leeevronne 151,921,000 | 151,443,000 | 150,402,000
AUGUSE Laesrresrannnaas| 162,678,000 | 161,486,000 | 159,347,000 JULY Laesvnsnconne 151,683,000 | 151,234,000 | 150,202,000
JULY Losvnesvnvennnesens] 162,417,000 | 161,191,000 | 159,086,000 : e
. 1 I ” 0y 3 5 A
FUDS Lenonnniennanensse] 162,188,000 | 160,956,000 | 158,847,000 gZ§el""“"""""°" TapATos O ey 0o
HOY Doeraensconrvannnsss| 161,960,000 160,710,000 158,613,000 APTEL Laveenennnenn oot T181132,000 2150,697.361 | 149,634,000
ADriLl Toenneensansanneas| 161,761,000 | 160,489,000 | 158,389,000 persevesenressean ] iy Tey |t D 2654,
] j . ©2 ; e MBTCH Lousesvesennnononsa] 150,945,000.1 150,504,000 | 149,436,000
MATOE ©ovrvnranssnneeaes | 161,540,000 | 160,235,000 | 158,150,000 Feb . ’ 2436,
farch | by o4l : pt DTUATY Leorenonnnnee o] 150,759,000 | 150,304,000 | 149,225,000
FebPUaTy lovesescssornes| 161,332,000 | 160,012,000 | 157,920,000 January 1 150,552,000 | 150,085,000 | 148,980,000
JATUATY Levaveeneereenss| 161,115,000 | 159,825,000 | 157,679,000 IRARAAAR ALY Bt ars 82, #7509,
1953 1940 TO 1949
Decembder Lieevesasonssss| 160,883,000 159, 548,000 157,391,000
NOVOHDEL Luvveennnnasess] 160,658,000 | 159,300,000 | 157,141,000 JULY 1, 1949, \evenaresns| 149,188,000 | 148,665,000 | 147,57€,000
DOBODET Lo vsvavensrenns| 160,417,000 | 159,045,000 | 156,873,000 JULY 1, 1948usessvvessns| 146,631,000 | 146,093,000 | 145,168,000
SEpOmBET Luvvseesonness| 160,161,000 | 158,788,000 | 156,579,000 TULY L, 1947everenreeeee] 144,126,000 | 143,446,000 | 142,566,000
AUGUES Lovesrursnenesses| 159,896,000 | 158,519,000 | 156,304,000 JULy 1, 1946eseunennse..| 141,389,000 | 140,054,000 | 138,385,000
JULY Leucremnnvaransaneo] 159,636,000 | 158,313,000 | 156,046,000 July 1, 195,00 0000eeee.| 139,928,000 | 132,481,000 |- 127,573,000
. 5 - »
;:3611""" e a000 %gg’éég’ggg 195,833,000 | gty 3, 194..eeeeuiie.| 138,397,000 | 132,885,000 | 126,708,000
Y Deaveaianianeonaanan| L2727 2725725 22,640, FULY 1) 1943ueseneenee.| 136,739,000 | 134,245,000 | 127,499,000
APYEL Luovneraesunseeess| 159,012,000 | 157,716,000 | 155,459,000 Ty 1 Toss e 2497,
ril b AR o 2225427,9 vy 1, eeennennns 4, 860, ,920, 942,
Mapoh Lonootitiii )l 1580807,000 | 157,474,000 | 155,261,000 v 134,860,000 | 123,920,000 | 130,942,000
Levees 28,807, el 22,464, JUIY 1, 39%Leeesesneesne| 133,402,000 | 133,121,000 | 131,595,000
FODTUATY Lovrnsnssensees| 158,620,000 | 157,322,000 | 155,081,000 i 1 1040 e - ’
FADIATY. Lo s onerrenenen ol 156,434,000 | 157,177,000 | 154,891,000 uly 1, 1940.euaanienen. | 132,122,000 | 131,954,000 | 131,656,000

11950 Census count (150,697,361) plus estimate of Armed Forces overseas.

2 1950 Census count.

3 1950 Census count minus estimate of Armed Forces in continental United State.



