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annual estimates for Massachusetts were tied 
in with the similarly adjusted results of the 
State census tal,en as of January I, 1955. The 
estimates for New York were prepared by compo­
nent Method II in two parts, one part com­
prising New York City and the seven counties 
for which special censuses were taken in 1957 
(Nassau, Niagara, Onondaga, Rockland, St. Law­
rence, Suffolk, and Westchester) and tbe other 
part comprising the balance of the State. The 
annual estimates for New York City and the 
seven counties were tied in with the results 
of the special censuses. 

The birth ~nd death statistics available 
from the original sources for preparing these 
estimates include final figures classified on 
a residence basis for 1955 and prOVisional 
figures classified on an occurrence basis for 
1956. The latter figures were adjusted to a 
residence basis. All figures were corrected 
for underregistration. The factors used in 
corree ting the births for underregi s tration 
are extrapolations to the estimate dates of 
the results of the 1950 Birth RerJ.istration Test 
conducted by the National Office of Vital Sta­
tistics in conjunction with the 1950 Census of 
Population. The adjustment of the death sta­
tistics for underregistration was conrined to 
infants under 1 year of age. 

Many of the data used to prepare the pop­
ulation estimates given in this report were 
obtained from other agencies. The National 

Office of Vital Statistics, United State' 
Public Health Service, provided the vital sta­
tistics. The Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, Department of Justice, provided sta­
tistics on immigration and emigration. The 
Department of Defense provided the figures re­
lating to the Armed Forces. State Departments 
of Education and parochial school systems 
throughout the country provided the data on 
school enrollment used in developing estimates 
of net internal migration. 

As has been indicated, total population 
change in a State between the census date and 
a given estimate date consists of the net 
contribution of births, deaths, net movement 
of Armed Forces, and net civilian migration. 
'l'he estimates of net migration implied in the 
population estimates shown in this report are 
subject to considerably greater percentage 
error than the estimates for the other compo­
nents of population change. Since net mi­
gration is frequently an important component 
of change, the estimates of total population 
change between the census date and each of the 
estimate dates are also subject to SUbstantial 
error, and particular care should be used in 
interpreting small changes. Although the eS­
timates of total population change and the 
population estimates themselves have the same 
absolute errors, percentagewise the errors 
in the population estimates are considerably 
smaller than those in the estimates of total 
population change. 
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