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ESTIMATES OF ILLITERACY, BY STATES:

Estimates of the number of illiterate persons in
each State 1n 1950, recently prepered by the Bureau of
the Census, show that the percentege of persons 14 years
old and over who were 1lliterate at that time was below
3 percent in about two-thirds of the States and below 10
percent in all of the States. Comparison of these esti-
mates with fligures for earlier census years shows that
11literacy rates. in every State dropped sharply during
the rirst half of the twentieth century.

Data on {lliteracy, here defined as the inability
to read and write elther 1in English or in any other
languer e, were last collected for States in the 1930
‘.Cen' . Since that time, although sample survey data on
AiuslgBracy have been compiled for the countryas a whole,
separate rigures for States had not been available., The
estimates on page 2 for 1950 refer to the population 14
years old and over, whereas the census figures for 1900
to 1930 refer to the population 15 years and over,

Some highlights of the statistics are the following:

1. 1In 1900, 1{lliteracy rates by States ranged

from 2 low of 2.6 percent to & high of 39.6 percent. By

1950, the lowest rate for a State was 0.9 percent and

the highest was 9.8 percent. The rates for most States

probably have continued to decline between 1950 and 1959;

statistics for the United States as a whole, collected

in the Current Population Survey, show that the national

illiteracy rate dropped from 3.2 percent to 2.2 percent
during that period.

2. As of 1950, i1lliterucy rates were highest in
the South, particularly in Loulsiana, South Carolina,
Mississippl, Georgla, and Alabama, and in New Mexico and
Arizona in the West. However, all of these States have
experienced substantial declines in 1lliteracy during the
first half of the twentieth century. Rates were gener-
ally lowest in the North Central and Pacific areas. Rel-
atively low 1lliteracy rates in 1950 were found in Iowa,
Nebraska, Oregon, Kansas, Idaho, Washington, Utah, Min-
nesota, and South Dakota.

Statistics collected in the -Current Population Sur-
vey show that about three-fourths of the population with
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1950

no schooling and somewhat more than one-half of those
with only one year of school are illiterate, and progres-
sively smaller proportions of persons with three, four,
and Trive years of school report that they cannot read

"and write, All persons with six or more years of ‘school

completed are assumed to be literate. Since educational
attainment tends to be low among older persons, rural
residents, and nonwhites, the presence of a large pro-
portion of these persons in the population of a State
tends to be associated with a lower level of education
of the population and, hence, a higher proportion of
{1)iterates.

The estimates of 1lliteracy by States for 1950 were
prepared as follows: (a) Illiteracy rates for the United
States by age, sex, &and grade completed were estimated
for April 1950 by averaging the rates obtalned 1n the
October 1947 and October 1952 surveys; (b) these 111it-
eracy rates (by age, sex, and grade completed) were
applied to corresponding population groups for States
shown in the 1950 Census of Population, Volume II; (¢)
the results of these computations gave the estimated
number of 1lliterates; (d) this number was divided by
the population 14 years old and over to obtain an estl-
mated illiteracy rate, '

The estimates of 1lliteracy for 1950 are subject to
error arising from a mmber of sources, The estimates
for the Nation as a whole and for the States individually
are subject to blages due to errors of response and re-
porting. In addition, the 1lliteracy rates for 1950 are
subject to sampling varlability.

Survey data on illiteracy in the United States
as a whole for 1947 were published 1in Current Popula-
tion Reports, Series P-20, No. 20, and for 1952 1in Se-
ries P-20, No. 45. The former report also contains
national estimates ofilliteracy for 1940, and the latter
report shows estimates for 1950, Data for earlier cen-
sus years are shown 1n the census reports for those
years. Meures on illiteracy, by soclal and economic
characteristics,  for 1959 will be issued in a forthcom-
ing Series P-20 report.

Price 10 ocents.

Annual subscription (Series P-20, P-23, P-25, and P-27, combined), $2.50.



ILLITERACY OF THE PQPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES, BY DIVISIONS AND STATES:

in 1950. See text for basis of estimating illiteracy by States for 1950)

AND ESTIMATES FOR 1950
(Data refer to the population 15 years old and over in 1900 to 1930, and to the population 14 years old and over

1900 TO 1930

Division and State

Number
illiterate,
1950

Percent illiterate

1950

1930

1920

1910
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United StateSccecccececccccocccaccscnes
NEW ENGLAND:

Mainesceccoccsccesscnccscsccsscsnccsaccns
New Hampshir€.ceececcocccsaccocccccccsnase

sec0ceccscsvccoce

cecsccee esee

Rhode Isla@nd..cccccecseccscecsnscccsscces
Comnecticutecececececccosscscncncccocccns

MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
New YOrKeeseoeoossooescocosccscocsosccncs
New JerSeY..ccceccccccccsccocccscosansanse
FOmmBYlvani@.ceccecceccscectcscccocsnsces

EAST NORTH CENTRAL:

Ohi0eeseececscocooccccsocccssssocacscncas

Indi8NA.eceececocssccccscccccscssccsccoes
111in018ccecceccccccsosscscscscsaconsescone
Michigan...ccoecceeccsscscsccacccccscccss
Wiscon8in..eeceeescsccccscecscoccscsscass

WEST NORTH CENTRAL:
Minnesotl..eesecesccsccacscscscscssccsacs
JOWB.ceeocorsssnsscsscsccsscscscssccnssance
MiBBOUriecccecscccccccecscsesoccscscscens
North Dakota...
South Dakota...
Nebrask@e.ceoeoescccacsccccsasssssccnsase

KanB88..scecesocoscscesccscscssscocsccnss

sececscscccccsccssscscs

eeecssecvesccccsorvcne

SOUTH ATLANTIC:
DelaWBres.ccocosecccssecscssocsssccscccne
Maryland...cceeeescccscscocsssssccscacsnne
District of Columbif.iccecsccceseccscsnne

North Carolinfic.ececsceccsccscsccsccccsse
South CarolinBe.sescscecocscosccccsccssns
GeOrgl@ecsecoescoccsscsscscsscssccensncans

Florid@eecesescoccccescsoscscoscscncosans

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL:
Kentuckyeeosesossesecoccccsncsssscsscsncse
Tennessee€......
Alabami...cceeee
Migsissipplecseccceccsccccocccrcncecesees

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL:
ArkansaSe.eeccesssescocccccssescsscsacses
Louigianf..cececrccccscocseccecrcccacscnne
Ok1aNOMAeccocosecccsesssocscessssccsscsce

TeXBBesessocsocvoscosssessssscscscsccscnse

MOUNTAIN:
MONtBNA.ssessecscececccccesonccccacensees

IdahOsececescee

C010radOecssececsossscesssnsssssccccassss
New Mex1CO.cssessscccsscccsvcccssccsances
ATiZonAc.ecssecssccscscescccssssrssccsces
UtBheescoesosesescsscccsscsesesssseorssses

NevadBeeseeoceosssssosccsccsssccccsssssses

PACIFIC:
Uashington......................o........
Oregon......................---..........

Californi@ssesccecscscoscscnccssscrscsccss

3,623,000
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195,000
14,000
8,000
5,000
102,000
19,000
48,000

731,000
407,000
108,000
216,000

445,000
111,000
50,000
151,000
91,000
43,000

161,000
33,000
17,000
63,000
10,000

7,000
12,000
18,000

744,000
6,000
47,000
12,000
118,000
49,000
155,000
111,000
165,000
81,000

438,000

90,000
111,000
132,000
106,000

591,000
67,000
183,000
41,000
299,000

107,000
8’000
5,000
4,000

20,000
30,000
32,000
6,000
3)000

210,000
23,000
13,000

174,000
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