U.Ss DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Fnhﬂuk H. nuul ler, Sncrctary

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
Bshert W, Buargess, Directar

CURRENT POPULATION REPORTS
CONSUMER INCOME

dngust 14, 1559

Washingtom 25, D. C.

Seriss P-60, No. 31

PERSONAL INCGME UNCHANGED IN 1958 DESPITE BUSINESS DOWNTURR

{idvanoe date, March 1959 sample survey}

In 1958, +the aversage incoms of and woman
remained at the same level as in 1957 1in spite of
the decline in economic sctivity which extemisd over
most of the year, according to estimates released
today by the Buresu of the Census, Department of
Commarce.

The average (medlan) 1income of men, which had
been rising steadily between 1954 and 1957, leveled
off at $3,700 In 1957 and 1958. The proportion of
men whose incomes were $5,000 or more increased by
2 percent over the year to a new record level of 3=
percent. In 1945, at the close of World war II,
only 5 percent of men had incomes f.hat high.

Amng women, the average 1income 1n 1958 -was
estimated at $1,200, about the same as 1t had been
in the preceding vear. Since 1945 the average in-
come of women has incressed by sbout $275,° or 31
percent, while that of men has more than doubled
during the same period.

The stability 1n average income between 1957
and 1958, despite slzable unemployment apd & shorter
average workweek, 1s attributable in part to con-
tinuing advances in the earnings of workers who
cbtained wage increases under long-term Aagreements
concluded prior to 1958 or as a result of woge con-
tracts negotiated during the year, In fact, among
men who worked at full-time jobs rfor 50 weeks or
more the average income rose in 1958 to $4,900, a
£ain’of about $230, or 5 percent over the previous

year. The proportion of men with Income who worked

full time throughout the year, however, dropped from
61 percent 1in 1957 to 57 percent in 1958. All other
male workers had an average income of $2,000, about
the same as 1t had besn 1in the preceding two years.
A3 might be expected, the income of men who did not
work st all but depended entirely upon pensions,

dividends, public axmistance, or other such souroes
was relatively unchenged, The medlan income of e
who did not work in 1958 was about the same (81, 100)
as in 1957.

The aversge incoms of men who ware unemployed
during the survey week ‘(1n March 1959) was estimated
at about $2,100 in 1958, a drop of 20 percent from
the proviocus year when the averege was $2,700. This
decline in the lncome of the unemployed was closely
related to the marked increase 1in the duration of
uneaployment during 1958.

The over-all plcture--little chenge in the av-
erage income ¢f all men and women--was also repeated
in the figures for residence and mejor occupation
groups. The average income of nonfarm residents and
of workers 1o ell major occupation groups (excludlng
men empleyed 1In salaried professional jobs) did not
change in 1958. 4n apparent increase in the median
Incoms of men living on farms from $1,600 in 1957 to
$1,700 (n 1958 does not represent a statistically
signlncant changs. However, other evidence indi-
cates that there was an increase in the net income
of farm operators partly because of Increased re-
ceipts from the sale of farm products.

The 1958 1income statistles presented 1n this
report were obtaipned from the Bureau's Current Popu-
latlion Survey of March 1959. Additlonal income data
from the survey for persons and families wlll appear
in more detalled reports to be issued later this
year. Other data relating to the income recetved by
the population are available from the personal income
series of the Department of Commerce, the Department
of Agrliculture's farm income series, the Federal Re-
serve Board Survey of Consumer Finances, Federal in-
come tax data, and Old-Age and Survivors Insurance
wage record data. These data are collected for
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different purposes a}m. therefore, dirffer in several
important respects. A discussion of the comparabll-
1ty of these data may be found in CQurrent Population
Reports, Serles P-60, No. 30, "Income of Families
and Persons in the United States: 1957."

Information on income was collected in the Bu-
resu of the Census Current Population Survey Irom
the civilian noninstitutional population and members
of the Armed Forces 1living off post or with thelr
ramilies on post In continental United States. Since
the estimates are baged on a sample, they are sub-
Ject tosampling variabllity. Particulaer care should
be used in interpreting medians and other <flgures
when based on relatively small numbers of cases, as
well as small differences batween flgures. More-
over, 8s in all ‘field surveys of incoms, the flgures
are subject to errors of response and nonraporting.

Income as defined 1n this report represents
.total money income, or the sum of money wages and
salarles, net income from self-employment, and lncome

other then earnings. The medien income is the amount’

which divides the income distribution of persocns
inte two equal groups, one group having lincomes
above the medlian and the other having incomes below
the median. The medians are based on 'the 1ncome
distribution of persons who -recelved some income
during the calendar year.

This report covers money income only, prior to
deductions for taxes. Inasmuch as farmers typlcally
recelve an important part of their livelihood 1n the
form of goods produced and consnmed on the farm
rather than in money, this factor should be taken
into consideration 1n compering the income of farm
and nonfarm residents.

In comparing 1ncome data for 1958 with those
for previous years, one should take account of the
fact that changes 1in income were accompanied bY
changes 1n prices, Therefora, an increase or & de-
crease 1n lncome does not necesserlily represent &
similar change in economic well-belng.
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DISTRIBUTION OF PERSUNS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER BY TOTAL MONEY INGOME, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES, FARM AND NONFARM: |
1945 AND 1956 TO 1958 - .

. Both sexes Male Fexmle
Total money income
. 1958 1957 1956 1945 1958 | 1957 1956 1945 1958 1957 1956 1545
UNITED STATES

Total perBODS, seasvassaitarsosssnss 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0] 100.0] 100.0] 100.0°
Percent with incoma, ... . 0.9 .4 .1 65,3 91,3 . 91,8 91.9 89,5 52,7 52.6 51.9 45,1
Percant without lncomP.eecss. . 29,1 28.6 28,9 K7 8.7 8,2 8.1 10.5 41,3 474 48,1 54,9

Parcent of those with income..... 100.06 100.0] " 100,0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0| 100,0| 100,0f 100,0
LOBGacsssannrasnretesssassnansasan . Cu4 0.5 Q.5 Q.4 0.5 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.3 [18]
$L 10 $499cnncanenas crerssarares . 16.2 15.7 15.8 18.7 9.0 8.5 8.4 11.6 7.2 26.8 7.2 2.3
$500 10 $99%.cicrivssasasnsannans . n.g 12,2 12,3 19.4 Teh 8.1 g.1 16.5 18.7 18.7 19.3 24.3
$1,000 10 $1,499 eceosarnsssnres . 8.3 8.2 8.0 15.9 6.7 6.5 6.2 13,8 10.6 10.8 10.6 19.4
$1,500 10 31,999 usesnnnsssrnnass .u 6.7 6.7 6.8 12.8 5.6 5.2 5.5 12.2 8.5 2.1 8.7 13.8
$2,000 t0 $2,499 0 verranraseres . 6.9 7.3 T4 10.8 6.0 Godh - .2 8.3 8.8 9.0 7.0
$2,500 10 $2,99% sercanss sesssaannrsnae 5.5 5.6 6.1 7.7 5.2 5.2 5.7 10.7 5.9 6.1 6.7 2.7
$3,000 10 $3,499, ciaacsnsvrisnaroserear 6.5 6.9 7.0 5.7 6.5 6.9 T 8.4 6.6 6.9 6.5 C 1.l
33,500 10 33,999 cciiciinirranirnsnresy 5.6 5,9 6.3 ' 3.1 6.5 6.8 Tuke C 4.8 bods bodk 4.5 0.3
$4,000 to $4,499, .00 T 6,2 6,4 6.8 1.5 7.9 8.4 9.2 2.3 3.5 3.2 3.0 0.2
34,500 10 4,999 ciiveiennsrennsn ae 4.8 4.9 4.6 1.0 6.6 6.9 6.7 L1.3 1.9 1.7 1.3 0.2
$5,000 10 $5,99% ceicorrrnsnras 8.2 8.3 7.8 1.6 12.1 2.5 n,9 2.4 2.2 1.9 1.5 0.1
96,000 10 $9,99% i cevriresnnnnensse . 10.1 5.0 8.1 0.8 15.7 141 12.7 1.3 1.6 1.2 0.9 a,1
$10,000 and OVErsisacnsssssacacsasase . 2.7 2.4 2.3 0.5 . bads 3.7 3.6 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.l

. Median income for persons with income..| 32,474| $2,452| $%2,432| 3%1,360|| $3,742| $3,684 53,;308 $1,811| $1,176] $1,199| 31,146 $501
URBAN AN RURAL }DNFAHH‘
.-

Total PErsOnS..ececvessrisesnasrnss 100.0 160.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,C) 1000 100.0( 100.0
Percent with INCOme...ssesessesssensess]  716|  72.2|  7L8[ 674l  sl.e| o923 92,4 90,5 .0l a0 33,3 488
Percent without income.sesusevesscaanan 28.4 7.8 28.2 32.6 8.1 7.7 7.6 9.5 46.0 46.0 46.7 51.2
Median income for persons with inccme..| $2,724| 3%2,702| $2,680( $1,478]| $4,0%0(- $3,986] $3,895] $2,042( $1,283| $1,302| 31,297 3962

RURAL FARM

Total PersonT.ceceesssasasernsnanan 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 106.0 1000/ 100.0] 100.0] 100.0
Percent with 1N0OME...visvesnesnssconas 65.8 65.8 65,7 55.8 87.8 88,5 88.8 B5.3 42.6 40,9 40.8 27.6
Percent without IncOmee.usasaennsasnsss 34.2 34.2 3.3 442 1z2.2 11.5 1.2 14,7 57.4 59,1 59,2 72.4
Median income for perscns with income..| $1,178| $1,083| $1,029 $765|| $1,699] $1,570| $1,461| $904 $476 $L67 84,68 $431
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