
chapter T

Distribution and Services

T 1-386. General note.

The data presented here, except for series T 346-351 (ad

vertising), are based on distribution or service establishments

rather than distribution or service functions, and therefore

exclude the many distribution activities undertaken by other

types of establishments, especially by manufacturers. The

data for services are limited to types offered by retail-store-

type establishments.

T 1-11. National income originating in distribution and se

lected service industries, 1869-1957.

Source: 1869-1929, Harold Barger, "Income Originating in

Trade, 1869-1929," Studies in Income and Wealth, vol. 24

(forthcoming), Conference on Research in Income and Wealth,

National Bureau of Economic Research, Princeton; 1929-1945,

Office of Business Economics, National Income: 1954 Edition,

A Supplement to the Survey of Current Business, pp. 176-

177; 1946-1957, U. S. Income and Output, 1958, pp. 130-131.

Series T 5 combines the series shown in the source for

"commercial and trade schools and employment agencies" with

the series for "other business services."

T 12-22. Persons engaged in distribution and selected service

industries, 1869-1957.

Source: 1869-1919, see source for series T 1-11; 1929-

1945, see source for series T 1-11, pp. 202-203; 1946-1957,

see source for series T 1-11, p. 214.

These figures show the man-years of full-time employment

by persons working for wages or salaries and by active pro

prietors of unincorporated businesses devoting the major por

tion of their time to the business. Full-time equivalent em

ployment measures man-years of full-time employment and its

equivalent work performed by part-time workers. Full-time

employment is defined simply in terms of the number of hours

which is customary at a particular time and place. For a

full explanation of the concept, see Office of Business Econom

ics, Survey of Current Business, June 1945, pp. 7-18.

Unpaid family workers are excluded due- to unresolved dif

ficulties in their definition and measurement.

Series T 16 combines the series shown in the source for

"commercial and trade schools and employment agencies" with

the series for "other business services."

T 23-48. Retail store sales, by kind of business, 1929-1957.

Source: 1929-1953, Office of Business Economics, records

(except series T 23, T 32, T 40, and T 43 for 1951-1956, Office

of Business Economics, Survey of Current Business, June 1957,

p. 28; and series T 44-45 for 1929-1956, Bureau of the

Census, Statistical Abstract of the United States, 195S, p. 851;

1954, p. 862; and 1957, p. 838); 1954-1956, Statistical Ab

stract, 1957, p. 838 (except series T 23, T 32, T 40, and T 43

as noted above) ; 1957, Office of Business Economics, records.

Sales of multiunit stores, which are shown separately in

series T 49-71, are also included in series T 23-48.

The definitions of retail stores and of kinds of business are

in accordance with the 1948 Census of Business except as noted

below. The classification of durable goods stores and nondura

ble goods stores is based on the durability of the commodities

accounting for a major portion of the sales of each kind-of-

business group. Census of retail trade data were used as

benchmarks for 1929-1951. Estimates for intercensal years in

this period were developed from sales tax collection data,

special Internal Revenue Service compilations, business popu

lation trends, the Federal Reserve Board index of department

store sales, and data from the Bureau of Public Roads and

the American Petroleum Institute. Methods of compilation are

described in Office of Business Economics, Business Statistics,

1957, A Supplement to the Survey of Current Business, p. 218.

Beginning in 1951, the figures are based on a new method

of estimating retail sales and are not comparable to those

shown for prior years. The new series for 1951-1957 is based

on a sample consisting of about 30,000 organizations operating

about 100,000 stores. The new series (as revised in 1957)

also excludes milk dealers engaged in processing on the

premises. Such establishments are treated as manufacturing

plants in the 1954 Census. The sampling procedure for the

new series is described in Business Statistics, 1957, cited

above. Current monthly data are reported in the Survey of

Current Business.

T 49-71. Retail sales of multiunit stores, by kind of busi

ness, 1929-1957.

Source: 1929-1953 and 1956-1957, Office of Business Eco

nomics, records; 1951 and 1954-1956, Bureau of the Census,

Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1957, p. 849.

These series consist of 3 segments. The old series (desig

nated as "Retail Sales of Chain Stores and Mail-Order

Houses") represents sales of firms with 4 or more stores, and

covers 1929-1951. Data from the Census of Business for 1929,

1933, 1935, 1939, and 1948 were used as benchmarks. The

intercensal estimates were based on sample groups of organiza

tions with 4 or more stores.

The new series, which covers 1951-1956, is based on a sample

of firms which operated 11 or more units in 1948. The figures

are not linked to the census of business. The new series,

modified, covers 1956 and 1957, and is based on a new sample

of firms which operated 11 or more units in 1954 and using

1954 classifications and definitions. As no adjustments are

made for entries and exits from the "11 or more" category

between censuses, the reported data cannot be subtracted from

total retail sales to obtain sales by organizations operating

10 or fewer stores. Current monthly data for most of these

series are reported in the Survey of Current Business.

T 72-182. Retail establishments, sales, and persons engaged,

by kind of business, 1929-1954.

Source: 1929, 1939 (figures comparable with later years),

1948 (figures comparable with earlier years), U.S. Census of

Business: 191,8, Vol. I, Retail Trade, pp. 1.04-1.05; 1933; Census

of American Business: 1933, Vol. I, Retail Distribution; 1935,

1939 (figures comparable with earlier years), Census of Busi

ness: 1939, Vol. I, Retail Trade, p. 57; 1948 (figures compa

rable with later years), 1954, U.S. Census of Business: 1954,

Vol. I, Retail Trade, pp. 1-5 to 1-8. Series T 84-86, T 93-95,

T 177-179, 1929, Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930,

Vol. I, Distribution.
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T 183-302 DISTRIBUTION AND SERVICES

Certain of these series have been combined for some years,

and adjusted for others, by Professors Charles S. Goodman

and Reavis Cox of the Wharton School of Finance and Com

merce, University of Pennsylvania, in order to provide as

comparable historical series as possible. Figures for 1933, in

particular, have been adjusted for comparability. The reports

of the census of business provide considerably more detail as

to kinds of business.

Stores are classified according to their principal kind of

business. Where a number of lines are carried, changes in

relative importance may serve to shift a particular establish

ment from one category to another between censuses. The

user of these figures is cautioned that sales figures shown are

for kinds of establishments, not kinds of products.

Sales and excise taxes are included in sales figures for 1954

and excluded for 1948 and 1939. For earlier censuses, instruc

tions called for the inclusion of sales taxes but these instruc

tions were ignored in many instances.

Figures for persons engaged represent the total of the

reported number of active proprietors and employees for the

payroll period nearest November 15 for 1939 and later years,

and of active proprietors plus the average number of employees

for the year for 1939 and earlier years. Unpaid family

workers are excluded from the definition of persons engaged.

Such workers do represent an important additional labor force

in some lines of retail trade. For retail trade as a whole,

the 1948 Census enumerated 930,546 such workers, or 107 per

thousand persons engaged (as defined above). For 1939,

there were 923,878 unpaid family workers, or 144 per thou

sand persons engaged, of which 467,393 were full time and

456,485 were part time. Unpaid family workers were of great

est significance in grocery stores, without fresh meat, in which

there were some 503 such workers per thousand persons en

gaged (as defined above) in 1948. Data for 1948 and 1939

are reported in the Census of Business for those years.

Establishments without paid employment and with less than

$2,500 sales were excluded in 1954. The 1948 figures exclude

stores which operated the entire year but had sales less than

$500. The corresponding cutoff point for 1939 was $100.

There have been many changes in enumeration methods, in

accuracy, and in classifications over the years. The principal

ones are noted here; others are described in the various census

volumes. The 1954 Census was conducted by a mail canvass

of firms included in the active records of the Internal Revenue

Service as subject to the payment of FICA taxes and which

were in appropriate kind-of-business classifications. Such data

cover only firms with paid employees. The nonemployer seg

ment was derived from a 50-percent sample of 1954 tax returns.

The 1948 and earlier censuses were conducted by field enu

merations. The differences in enumeration affect particularly

the coverage of establishments without easily recognized places

of business (e.g., nonstore retailers) and those leaving business

prior to the end of the year. The 1954 data are thus more

complete in these areas. The 1933 and 1935 Censuses were

not taken under mandatory reporting requirements and may

be subject to some underenumeration.

Dairies which processed milk and cream were included as

retailers in 1948 and earlier years if the major portion of

their sales was by route delivery to the homes of consumers.

They were excluded in 1954.

Nonstore retailers are treated as a separate kind of business

for 1954. For earlier years, such retailers (to the extent

enumerated) were classified in the appropriate product kind

of business. For 1954, each leased department is treated as a

separate establishment; for 1948 and earlier years, such

departments were consolidated with the establishments in

which they were located.

Two sets of estimates are shown for 1948. The data for

1948 (comparable with later years) represent retabulations of

1948 data to make them comparable with 1954 as to treatment

of dairies, nonstore retailers, and cutoff points for tabulation.

Similarly, two sets of estimates are shown for the number

of persons engaged in retail establishments in 1939. The data

for 1939 (comparable with later years) represent the sum of

active proprietors and paid employees for the payroll period

nearest November 15 and are comparable with 1948 and 1954

data. The figures for 1939 (comparable with earlier years)

represent the number of active proprietors and the average

number of employees for the year, and are comparable with

data for 1935 and earlier years.

T 183-187. Chains and chain stores, 1872-1928.

Source: Federal Trade Commission, Chain Stores: Growth

and Development of Chain Stores (72d Congress, 1st session,

Senate Document No. 100), p. 80.

Figures include chains of two or more stores reporting to

the Federal Trade Commission or known to that agency.

Grocery and meat chains have been combined with grocery

chains. Ready-to-wear chains include men's ready-to-wear

chains, women's ready-to-wear chains, and men's and women's

ready-to-wear chains but not chains specializing in furnishings,

accessories, millinery, and the like, nor dry goods chains

whether carrying apparel or not. Data for each of the 26

lines of business shown in the total column are found in the

source. The source publication also contains estimates of the

number of chain outlets in different years but such data em

body substantial estimating difficulties.

T 188-207. Retail trade margins, by kind of store, 1869-1947.

Source: Harold Barger, Distribution's Place in the American

Economy Since 1869, National Bureau of Economic Research,

Princeton University Press, 1955, pp. 57, 60, and 81.

The retail margin estimates are shown as a percent of retail

value, and include both net profit and expenses of doing busi

ness. With regard to the reliability of the data, the source

volume notes that "because of the extremely heterogeneous

nature of the source material, it is not possible to offer any

measures of dispersion within categories for the data." The

source concludes, however, that we may "have some confidence

that at least the larger differences reported . . . have a real

existence."

T 208-210. Sales of wholesale establishments, 1939-1957.

Source : Office of Business Economics, records.

These series appear currently in the Survey of Current

Business. The estimates exclude sales of corporate manufac

turers, sales branches and offices, and the marketing stations

of petroleum refiners which are included in the manufacturing

series of the Office of Business Economics. Sales of agents

and brokers are included here on the basis of actual receipts

of the agents and brokers rather than on the total value of

goods sold. Data for 1948-1957 are based on definitions and

classifications in the 1954 Census of Business; for 1939-1947,

on 1948 Census of Business definitions and classifications.

T 211-302. Wholesale establishments, sales, operating ex

penses, and persons engaged, by kind of business, 1929-

1954.

Source: 1929, 1939, 1948 (figures comparable with earlier

years), U.S. Census of Business: 1948, Vol. IV, Wholesale

Trade, p. 105; 1933, Census of American Business: 1933, Vol.

I, Wholesale Distribution, and U. S. Summary of Wholesale

Trade—Kinds of Business in Detail for 1933 and 1929; 1935,
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WHOLESALE TRADE—SELECTED SERVICES T 303-345

Census of Business: 1989, Vol. II, Wholesale Trade, pp. 1037-

1044; 1948 (figures comparable with later years), 1954, U. S.

Census of Business: 1954, Vol. Ill, Wholesale Trade, pp. 1-4

and 1-11. Series T 213-214, 1929, Census of Business: 1939,

Vol. II, Wholesale Trade. Series T 217, T 221, T 233, T 237,

T 241, T 245, T 249, T 253, T 257, T 261, T 265, T 269,

T 273, T 277, T 281, T 293, and T 297, 1929, Fifteenth Census

of the United States: 1930, Vol. II, Distribution.

Data shown are for wholesale establishments, other than

chain store warehouses. Adjustments have been made in the

published data for certain years by Professors Charles S.

Goodman and Reavis Cox of the Wharton School of Finance

and Commerce, University of Pennsylvania, in order to attain

maximum comparability.

Persons engaged represents paid employment for the work

week ended nearest November 15 plus active proprietors of

unincorporated firms.

There have been numerous changes over the years in the

definitions of kinds of business, scope of the census (especially

as regards size minima for enumeration), enumeration methods,

and completeness of data. The statistics shown have been ad

justed where possible to maintain maximum comparability

over time. Significant changes are noted below. For treat

ment of lesser differences, see source publications.

The 1954 Census was conducted by mail canvass. Report

forms were mailed to all firms included in the active records

of the Internal Revenue Service as subject to the payment

of FICA taxes and which were classified in appropriate kinds

of business or were unclassified at the time the forms were

mailed. The 1948 and earlier censuses were conducted by field

canvasses. The 1933 and 1935 censuses were not taken under

mandatory reporting requirements and may therefore be sub

ject to some underenumeration.

Data for 1954 are for establishments with paid employees.

The original 1948 tabulations include all establishments with

sales of $5,000 or more irrespective of employment. For 1939,

the corresponding cutoff point was $500. The figures for 1948

(comparable with later years) have been revised to reflect 1954

coverage and to incorporate certain changes in classification.

T 303-309. Wholesale trade margins of independent whole

salers, 1869-1947.

Source: See source for series T 188-207, p. 84.

See text for series T 188-207 for definition of "margin" and

statement regarding reliability of the data.

T 310-345. Selected service establishments and receipts,

1914-1954.

Source: Series T 320-323, 1914-1935, Biennial Census of

Manufactures, 1925, 1933, and 1935; series T 342-343, 1929-

1935, Census of Business: 1935, Hotels. Except as noted

above, 1933, Census of American Business: 1933, Vol. I, Serv

ice Establishments; 1935, Census of Business: 1935, Vol. I,

Service Establishments; 1939 (figures comparable with earlier

years), Census of Business: 1939, Vol. Ill, Service Establish

ments; 1939 (figures comparable with later years), 1948

(figures comparable with earlier years), U.S. Census of Busi

ness: 1948, Vol. VI, Service Trade; 1948 (figures comparable

with later years), 1954, US. Census of Business: 1954, Vol.

V, Selected Services.

Certain series have been combined for some years in order

to provide as comparable historical series as possible. For

some of the series, as noted below, data for some years were

collected in other census programs. The series presented here

cover that very limited segment of the services sector which

bears greatest similarity to retail trade, specifically, personal,

business, and automotive services, and hotels.

There have been numerous changes in enumeration methods,

in accuracy, and in classifications over the years. The princi

pal ones are noted here; others can be noted by reference to

the various census volumes. The 1954 Census was conducted

by a mail canvass of firms included in the active records of

the Internal Revenue Service as subject to the payment of

FICA taxes and which were in appropriate kind-of-business

classifications. Such data cover only firms with paid em

ployees. The nonemployer segment was derived from a 50-

percent sample of 1954 tax returns. The 1948 and earlier

censuses were conducted by field enumerations. The differ

ences in enumeration methods affect particularly the coverage

of establishments without easily recognizable places of business

and those leaving business prior to the end of the year. The

1954 data are thus more complete in those areas. The 1933

and 1935 Censuses were not taken under mandatory reporting

requirements and may therefore be subject to some under

enumeration. There are important gaps in enumerators'

reports for 1933 so that substantial underenumeration,

particularly of the smaller establishments, exists for 1933.

Underenumerations have more effect on the number of estab

lishments than on receipts.

Establishments without paid employment and with less than

$1,000 receipts were excluded in 1954 tabulations. The data

for 1948 (comparable with later years) show 1948 figures ad

justed to this cutoff point. The data for 1948 (comparable

with earlier years) exclude establishments which operated the

entire year but had receipts less than $500. For 1939 and

earlier years establishments having receipts of $100 or more

are included (except as noted). Where two estimates are

shown for 1939, the figures for 1939 (comparable with later

years) represent a revision to conform to 1948 kind-of-

business definitions.

Receipts for 1954 include sales and excise taxes. These

items are excluded for 1948 and 1939.

Establishments are classified according to their principal

kinds of business. Changes in relative importance may thus

serve to shift particular establishments among service cate

gories or between service and retailing classifications from one

census to another. Many service establishments derive some

receipts from sales of merchandise; conversely, many establish

ments primarily engaged in the sale of goods, and hence in

cluded in retail trade, obtain some income from services.

Receipts reported in each case represent total receipts of

establishments comprising the classification, not receipts for

the particular service indicated.

T 310-311, total personal services. Data for 1933 and

1935 represent groupings that correspond most closely to the

1939 scope. Power laundries and drycleaning plants with re

ceipts under $5,000 have been excluded for 1933.

T 318-325, laundries and laundry service; cleaning and

dyeing plants; and pressing, alteration, etc. Total laundries

(series T 318-319) include self-service laundries for 1948 and

subsequent years. Power laundries for 1919-1935 include only

establishments with receipts of $5,000 or more. Cleaning and

dyeing plants (series T 322-323) include plants primarily en

gaged in drycleaning and dyeing of apparel and household

fabrics. Collecting and distributing units are included only if

owned and operated by the plant. Establishments known as

"cleaners" which do no drycleaning but have their cleaning

done for them by cleaning and dyeing plants are included in

series T 324-325. Rug cleaning plants are included as clean

ing and dyeing plants for 1933 and later years; such establish

ments are treated as laundries for 1931 and earlier years.

T 326-327, photographic studios. Since the 1954 data were

obtained by mail canvass, they are believed to be substantially
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T 330-365 DISTRIBUTION AND SERVICES

more complete than data for earlier years for this industry in

which nonrecognizable establishments are likely to result in

substantial underenumeration in a field canvass.

T 330-331, automobile repair shops. Data for 1935 include

specialized shops as enumerated in the census of service es

tablishments, and general repair garages as enumerated in the

1935 Census of Business, Retail Distribution, table 1A. Data

for 1933 cover only general repair garages, as enumerated in

the 1933 Census of American Business, Retail Distribution,

table 1A, and the following types of specialized shops as re

ported in 1 933 Census of American Business, Service Indus

tries: Paint shops, radiator shops, top and body repair shops,

tire repair shops, and brake repair shops.

T 338-341, miscellaneous repair services. Separate data

are available for some or all of the indicated years for several

of the repair services in this group including shops engaged

in armature rewinding, bicycle repair, blacksmithing, harness

and leather goods repair, musical instrument repair, saw and

tool repair, typewriter repair, upholstering and furniture re

pair, watch, clock, and jewelry repair, etc. Since the 1954

data were obtained by mail canvass, they are believed to be

substantially more complete than data for earlier years in these

industries in which nonrecognizable establishments are likely

to result in substantial underenumeration in a field canvass.

T 342-343, year-round hotels. Data for 1954 are for es

tablishments with payrolls only.

T 346-351. Volume of advertising, 1867-1957.

Source: 1867-1939, Printers' Ink Publications, New York,

N. Y., Printers' Ink Advertisers' Annual, 1955 edition; 1940-

1956, Printers' Ink Advertisers' Guide to Marketing for 1958,

pp. 54-55; 1957, Printers' Ink Advertisers' Guide to Marketing

for 1959, pp. 154-155.

The data are prepared by McCann-Erickson, Inc., from in

formation furnished by the American Newspaper Publishers

Association, A. C. Nielson Company, Publishers' Information

Bureau, Farm Publication Reports, Inc., the Direct Mail Ad

vertising Association, A. R. Venezian, Outdoor Advertising,

Inc., and the Federal Communications Commission.

The data include the cost of preparation, and the cost of

talent in the case of radio and television as well as the charges

for space and time. Total advertising figures (series T 346)

include, in addition to the figures for the media shown, ad

vertising in regional farm publications and business papers, out

door advertising, and miscellaneous advertising expenditures.

T 352-355. Farm-to-retail price spreads of farm food prod

ucts, 1913-1957.

Source: 1935-39 market basket: 1913-1950, Department of

Agriculture, Agricultural Statistics, 195S, p. 669; 1951-1952,

Agricultural Marketing Service, The Marketing and Transpor

tation Situation, April 1953, p. 6. 1952 market basket: 1947-

1956, Agricultural Marketing Service, Farm-Retail Spreads for

Food Products, Misc. Pub. No. 741, 1957, p. 98; 1957, The

Marketing and Transportation Situation* January 1958, p. 47.

The data are prepared by the Agricultural Marketing Serv

ice. The 1952 market basket contains quantities of food equal

to the average annual purchases per wage-earner and clerical-

worker family in 1952. The 1935-39 market basket contains

quantities equivalent to the 1935-39 annual average purchases

per family of 3 average consumers. Quantities do not change

from year to year.

Retail costs are calculated from prices collected by the

Bureau of Labor Statistics. Farm value represents payments

to farmers, exclusive of government subsidies, for unprocessed

products equivalent to the foods in the market basket. The

marketing margin is the difference between farm value and

retail cost. It comprises payments to agencies that assemble

and process the food raw materials and perform other

functions to get food products to consumers at the times and

places desired.

T 356-358. Retail cost, farm value, and marketing bill, for

all farm food products purchased by domestic civilian

consumers, 1913-1956.

Source : Agricultural Marketing Service, Farm-Retail Spreads

for Food Products, Misc. Pub. No. 741, 1957, p. 49.

Unlike the market basket (series T 352-355) which meas

ures a fixed quantity of food products, these series represent

aggregates of all food products which originate on domestic

farms and are bought by domestic civilian consumers. These

estimates reflect not only price changes, but also changes in

the total volume of products marketed, some variations in

marketing services, and some of the effects of changes in the

form in which goods are purchased by consumers, for instance

the shift from flour to bread or the purchase of potato chips

or frozen french fries instead of unprocessed potatoes.

In developing retail costs, different methods were used de

pending on the availability of data. Most commonly, such costs

were estimated by dividing adjusted cash farm receipts by

the farmers' share percentages for individual commodities as

calculated for the market basket series. Thus they do not

fully reflect changes in processing and other marketing

services.

Food purchased in the form of meals is valued at what

the food would have cost in retail stores, thus excluding serv

ices provided by such food preparers. For a similar series in

which food purchased in eating establishments is valued at

prices paid by consumers, see Department of Agriculture,

Agricultural Economics Research, "The Farmer's Share: Three

Measurements," April 1956, pp. 43-50.

The farm value represents only that part of farmers' cash

receipts allocated to civilian domestic food use after making

allowance for export and military use, interfarm transfers, the

value of nonfood byproducts, and changes in stocks. These

series do not include imported foods or nonfarm foods such

as coffee, tea, and fish.

T 359-360. Index of department store sales and stocks, 1919-

1957.

Source: 1919-1946, Board of Governors of the Federal Re

serve System, Federal Reserve Bulletin, December 1951, pp.

1490-1491; 1947-1956, Federal Reserve Bulletin, December

1957, p. 1340; 1957, Federal Reserve Bulletin, April 1958,

p. 486.

The index for sales is based on the average per trading

day. The stocks index is the annual average of monthly data

of end-of-month stocks. Procedures used and the nature of

periodic revisions are described in the December 1951 and De

cember 1957 Bulletins. Current data appear monthly in the

Federal Reserve Bulletin.

T 361-365. Hotel operations, 1920-1957.

Source: Horwath and Horwath, New York, Hotel Operations

in 1957, pp. 23 and 26-27.

Data are computed by Horwath and Horwath from about

400 hotels and are reported monthly in The Horwath Hotel

Accountant. Data for 1926 and earlier years are based on

relatively few hotels but do include two of the largest chains

existing at that time. Sales and rate indexes based on 1951=

100 are also available, as are average room rates, in dollars,

for the period since 1940.
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INVENTORIES T 366-386

T 366-386. Book value of inventories at end of year, 1929-

1957.

Source: Series T 366-374, 1938-1952, Office of Business

Economics, Business Statistics, 1957, pp. 49-50; 1953-1955,

same agency, records; 1956, same agency, Survey of Current

Business, February 1958, p. S-10; 1957, Survey of Current

Business, May 1958, p. S-10. Series T 375-377, 1938-1947,

Office of Business Economics, Business Statistics, 1957, p. 14;

1948-1950, same agency, records; 1951-1956, Survey of Cur

rent Business, August 1957, p. 32; 1957, Survey of Current

Business, May 1958, p. S-3. Series T 378-386, 1929-1956

(except series T 380-382 and T 384-386 for 1953-1956),

Business Statistics, 1957, pp. 17-20; series T 380-382 and

T 384-386, 1953-1956, Survey of Current Business, September

1957, p. 20; 1957, Survey of Current Business, May 1958,

p. S-4.

In these series, trade inventories are valued at the cost of

merchandise on hand while manufacturers' inventories are

valued at cost or market price, whichever is lower. About

15 percent of manufacturers' inventories are valued on a last-

in-first-out basis; this basis is much less prevalent in trade,

although it is used extensively by department stores. Changes

in book values reflect changes in unit costs as well as changes

in physical quantities. Data for these series are published

currently in the Survey of Current Business.

T 366-374, retail store inventories. Date for 1950-1957

represent the new series which are based on samples and are

comparable in concept and coverage to the new series on retail

sales. Date for 1938-1950 represent the old series which was

linked to the 1954 Census of Business.

T 375-377, wholesale trade inventories. The scope includes

all classes of wholesalers as denned by the 1954 Census of

Business except that corporate manufacturers' sales branches

and offices, and marketing stations of petroleum refiners have

been excluded since they are included in the series on manu

facturers' inventories. Date for 1947 and earlier are based on

the definitions and classifications of the 1948 Census of Busi

ness instead of the 1954 Census. Inventories are valued at

the cost of merchandise on hand; changes thus reflect changes

in unit prices as well as changes in physical quantities.

T 378-386, manufacturers' inventories, by stage of fabri

cation. Seasonally adjusted series are not available prior to

1939. Data for 1929-1938 are without adjustment for seasonal

variation. Unadjusted series are available since 1938 in the

sources indicated.

488910 O - 60 - 34
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T 1-22 DISTRIBUTION AND SERVICES

Series T 1-11. National Income Originating in Distribution and Selected Service Industries: 1869 to 1957

[In millions of dollars. Net value added at factor costs]

Retail
trade
and

automotive
services

Hotels
and
other
lodging
places

Miscellaneous
repair

services
and hand
trades

Amusement
Engineering
and other

Nonprofit
membership
organiza
tions1

Whole
sale
trade

Personal
services

Business
services 1

Motion
pictures

and
recreation,
except mo
tion pictures

Legal
services

Year
professional
services 1

1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 11

1957.. . 20,929 38,693 1,814 4,019 4,841 1,488 867 1,335 2.095 1,952 2.653
1956 20,096 87,248 1,731 3,856 4,375 1,418 887 1,261 1,965 1,809 2,487

1965 18,729 36,271 1,667 3,652 3,796 1,310 926 1,187 1,900 1,474 2.311
1954 16,614 34.035 1,685 3,468 3,388 1,182 896 1,103 1,745 1.286 2.199
1968 16,551 33,202 1,566 3,895 8,133 1,176 815 1,032 1,595 1.245 2,060
1962... 16.232 32,719 1,536 3,258 2,881 1,132 852 918 1,507 1.156 1.918
1951 15,905 31,282 1,461 3,149 2,633 1,046 853 865 1,449 948 1,758

1950 13,682 29,026 1,885 3,006 2,266 930 830 825 1,389 731 1.588
1949 12,401 28,166 1,864 2,898 2,018 877 879 815 1,263 680 1,471
1948 13,005 28.448 1,339 2,830 1,981 937 893 833 1,174 672 1.362
1947 11.651 26.690 1,287 2,634 1,748 938 1,064 794 1,033 560 1.242
1946 10,893 24,024 1,322 2,662 1,560 843 1,133 810 954 454 1,127

1946 8,242 19.755 1,085 2,121 1,251 70S 930 613 930 335 983
1944 7,640 18,106 983 2,012 1,189 701 883 607 874 320 916
1943 6,911 16,920 877 1,893 1,074 610 880 436 814 344 819
1942 6,195 14,117 674 1,648 938 419 652 388 798 385 716
1941. 5,228 12,026 684 1,286 836 350 513 368 763 264 640

1940 4,463 9,874 630 1,150 700 261 449 810 719 193 599
1989 3,830 8,623 481 1,049 672 261 434 288 692 181 556
1988 8,779 8,164 456 1.024 633 269 426 266 666 164 566
1987 3,926 8,286 471 1,110 646 247 437 306 680 156 547

1986 8,234 7,356 413 958 606 230 391 263 647 144 646

1935 2,919 6,281 871 857 602 218 329 211 624 121 528

1984 2,476 6,680 341 782 447 203 283 197 600 118 532
1933 1,781 3,704 271 695 350 191 210 164 561 98 527
1932 2,168 4,196 305 800 378 224 194 178 591 102 569
1931 3,181 6,562 442 1,080 476 273 361 269 701 152 626

1930 4,063 8,176 543 1,203 597 301 438 337 683 184 649
1929 « 4,222 9,136 599 1,279 601 312 440 381 689 206 640

1929 ' * 4,120 8,960
1919 » 3,130

1,800
810

5,920
2,320
1,840

1909'..
1899 1

1889 « 360
220
210

1,020
560
500

1879 «
1869 >

1 Not elsewhere classified. 2 Comparable with later years. 1 Excludes inventory valuation adjustment. 4 Comparable with earlier years.

Series T 12-22. Persons Engaged in Distribution and Selected Service Industries: 1869 to 1957

[In thousands of persons]

Retail trade Hotels and
other
lodging
places

Miscellaneous
repair
services

and hand
trades

Amusement
Engineering
and other
professional
services 1

Nonprofit
membership

Whole
sale
trade

and
automotive
services

Personal
services

Business
services 1

Motion
pictures

and
recreation,
except mo
tion pictures

Legal
services

Year

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

1957 3,199 9,754 684 1,268 826 575 196 301 258 317 686
1956 8,158 9,664 669 1,267 760 549 206 301 256 303 675

1955 3,036 9,437 655 1,248 688 522 211 296 253 262 657
1954 2,969 9,220 643 1,241 636 486 214 288 261 238 647
1958.. 2,971 9,311 661 1,243 624 614 217 291 248 235 634
1962 2,922 9.225 643 1,246 690 622 226 288 244 220 619
1961 2,847 9,089 632 1,243 569 495 230 291 242 190 604

1950 2,711 8,728 609 1,226 642 461 234 294 234 167 681
1949 2,668 8,696 616 1,221 626 465 236 296 227 156 666
1948 2,712 8,697 640 1,241 625 604 234 299 217 160 554
1947 2,625 8,876 636 1,243 491 636 237 284 212 144 540
1946 2,419 7,973 632 1,210 448 604 286 275 210 131 514

1946 2,052 6,862 584 1,073 369 399 222 232 196 112 493
1944 1,986 6,598 684 1,053 361 394 221 232 200 104 479
1943 1,912 6,648 673 1,090 363 878 211 234 211 110 455
1942 2,041 6,916 661 1,116 357 328 200 255 228 129 448
1941 2,136 7,126 567 1,096 343 320 191 266 245 108 427

1940 2,016 6,768 638 1,050 315 293 181 240 244 91 390
1939 1,942 6,440 626 996 310 300 179 223 242 86 328
1988 1,857 6,218 622 1,008 297 314 178 212 236 82 331
1987 1,857 6,305 620 1,034 291 311 184 230 230 80 332
1986 1,690 5,949 494 994 285 311 171 212 225 78 342

1986 1,572 6,608 469 960 251 311 165 197 228 74 338
1934 1,530 6,481 463 910 246 309 141 193 216 72 339
1933 1,393 5,038 403 860 218 312 124 180 217 69 335
1982 1,395 5,058 417 886 213 316 128 200 214 69 341
1981 1,533 6,507 466 941 212 299 147 248 212 77 364

1930 1,686 5,839 604 996 229 281 153 277 202 86 368
1929 1,744 6,077 518 1,008 233 264 163 295 194 88 351
1919 1,238 8,977
1909 1,034

788
8,177
2,2181899

1889 897
250
169

1,775
1,087
716

1879
1869

1 Not elsewhere classified.
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RETAIL SALES T 23-48

Series T 23-48. Retail Store Sales, by Kind of Business: 1929 to 1957

[In millions of dollars]

Durable goods stores Nondurable goods stores

All
stores

Automotive group
Furniture and
appliance group

Lumber, building,
hardware group Apparel group

Year
Total
sales'

Motor
vehicle,

other
automotive

dealers

Tire,
battery,
accessory
dealers

Furniture. Household
appliance,

radio
stores

Lumber,
building
materials
dealers

Jewelry
stores

Total
sales1 Men's and

boys' wear
stores

Women's
apparel,
accessory

stores

home-
furnishings

Hardware
stores

Total

stores

23 24 26 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 36

1857 200,010 68,460 36,298 2,293 6,601 3,984 7,960 2,737 O 131,650 12,277 2,487 4,914
1956 _ 189,729 65,810 34,050 2,072 6,668 4,099 8,312 2,893 M 123,919 11,610 2,469 4,541

1955 183,851 66,978 86,267 1,959 6,116 3.939 8,242 2,788 116,873 10,791 2,294 4,207
1954 169,135 58,173 29,962 1,703 5,291 3,788 7.483 2,702

<>>

110,962 10,147 2,289 4,009
1958 169,094 60,371 31,498 1,822 6.136 8,989 7,715 2,706 108,723 10,266 2,249 4,089
1952 162,353 55,270 26,393 1,944 5,255 8,671 7,672 2,628 1,452 107.083 10.633 2,497 4.233
1951 • 156,548 54,479 26,282 1.874 6,095 3,609 7,470 2,738 1,351 102,069 10,209 2,461 4,049
1951' 152,975 53,170 25,634 1,682 4,943 3,130 7,798 2,850 1,256 99,805 10,043 2,820 3,928

1960 143 , 689 52.935 26,702 1,587 4,847 3,402 7,468 2,634 1,174 90,764 9,883 2.176 3,606
1949 130,721 43,882 21,669 1,271 4,156 2,635 5,896 2,342 1,186 86,839 9,332 2,183 3,698
1948 130,521 41,876 18,744 1,360 4,371 2,543 6,272 2,494 1,226 88,645 9,803 2.809 3,961
1947 119,604 36,652 16,804 1,278 4,042 2,311 5,488 2,255 1,247 82,952 9,294 2,309 3.638
1948 102,488 27,570 10,647 1,275 8,264 1,675 4,106 1,911 1,260 74,918 8,880 2,195 8,591

1945 78,034 16,026 6,000 865 2,101 639 2,502 1,237 997 62,008 7,689 1,769 3,338
1944... 70,208 13,942 4,420 739 1,848 462 2,102 1,080 909 56,266 6,704 1,524 2,964
1943 63,235 12,221 3,768 670 1,692 416 2,024 903 894 61,014 6,158 1,405 2,670
1942 57,212 12,320 3.404 623 1,776 594 2,382 973 710 44.892 5.089 1,268 2,042
1941 55,274 17,213 8,185 704 1,780 796 2,442 906 566 88,061 4,187 1,076 1,635

1940 46,375 18,576 6,429 560 1.386 625 2,023 712 422 32,799 8,461 886 1,388
1939 42,042 11,312 5,025 524 1,200 633 1,761 629 862 30,730 8,259 840 1,323
1938 38,053 9,475 3,909 457 1.014 476 1,530 563 299 28,578 2,998 765 1,211
1937 42,160 12,048 5,568 499 1,254 692 1,739 651 347 80,102 3,328 878 1,325
1936 _ 38,339 10,751 5,102 457 1,082 533 1.463 576 297 27,588 3,102 855 1,206

1935 32.791 8,321 3,863 374 862 488 1,105 467 236 24,470 2,666 727 1,026
1933 24,517 5,384 2,142 226 646 313 864 311 176 19,133 1,930 542 754
1929 48,459 15,610 6,432 599 1,813 942 2,621 706 636 32,849 4,241 1,368 1,480

Nondurable goods stores—Con.

Apparel group—Con. Food group General merchandise group

Family
and

Drug and
proprie
tary
stores

Eating
Gasoline
service
stations

Depart
ment
stores,

excl. mail
order

Other
general
merchan

dise

Liquor
stores

Year

other
apparel

Shoe
stores

and
drinking
places

Total
Grocery
stores

Total
Mail order
(catalog
sales)

Variety
stores

stores

36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 46 46 47 48

1957 2,786 2,091 6,325 14,796 47,786 42.444 15,070 21.157 '16,157 1.477 3,523 If) 4,212
1956 2,532 2,068 5,776 14,817 44,223 39,180 13,788 20,762 11,327 1,407 3,423 4,605 3,944

1955 2,281 2,009 5,232 18,662 42,010 36,919 12,411 20,100 10,882 1.331 3,295 4,592 8,646
1954 2,090 1,809 4,940 13 , 127 40,106 34,993 11,448 18,857 10,272 1,222 3,027 4,386 3,416
1958 2,182 1,736 4,790 13,003 39,180 83,623 10,536 19,006 10,370 1,827 3.095 4,214 8,826
1952. 2,210 1,693 4,717 12,688 38,039 32,238 9,976 18,694 10,277 1,339 2,996 4,082 8,165
1951 ■ 2,015 1,684 4,547 12,207 35,951 30,346 9,161 18,202 10,095 1,809 2.869 3,939 2,975
1951 • 2,163 1,637 4,500 11,626 36,940 29,816 8,890 18,170 9,846 1,284 2,807 4,233 2,884

1950 2,041 1,611 4,166 10,626 32,768 26,412 7,653 17,235 9,403 1,235 2.587 4,010 2,560
1949 1,997 1,454 4,037 10,470 30,965 24,800 6,957 16,807 8,862 1,156 2,506 3,788 2,474

1948 2,066 1,467 4,013 10,683 80,966 24,770 6,483 17,135 9,344 1,301 2,607 3,983 2,580

1947 1,904 1,443 3,867 10,661 28,434 22,601 5,482 16,053 (') (") 2,322 3,676 2,649

1946 1,717 1,377 3,723 10,619 24,155 18,646 4,511 14,724 (•)
(') 2,158 8,383 2,688

1945 1,442 1,140 3,155 9,575 19,233 14,593 3,284 11,802 6,484 608 1,845 2,865 2,288

1944 1,215 1,001 2,924 8.306 17,918 13,666 2,812 11,076 (•)
O 1,774 2,814 1,926

1943 1,114 969 2,628 7.216 16,447 12,481 2,628 10,162 (•) 1,642 2,631 1,657
1942 866 914 2,213 5,699 14,788 11,868 3,089 9,204 (5

1,586 2,279 1,212
1941 700 726 1,847 4,570 12,244 9,812 8,466 7,973 8 (') 1,320 1,791 854

1940 645 632 1,636 3,787 10,732 8,169 2,970 6,859 c) « 1,153 1,578 681

1939. ._ 479 617 1,563 8,529 10,166 7,722 2,822 6,475 3,408 464 1,080 1,623 586

1938 431 591 1,474 3,188 9,505 7,187 2,696 6,145 (') (') 1,015 1,536 639

1987 484 636 1,527 8,298 9,699 7,266 2,641 6,673 (') 1,025 1,755 558

1936. 456 686 1,409 2,748 9,008 6,850 2,318 6,366 (') (5) 967 1,781 475

1935 392 511 1,233 2,396 8,358 6,352 1,968 6,780 2,833 386 873 1,638 828

1933 209 425 1,066 1,434 6,772 5,004 1,532 4,982 m P) 766 1,766 17

1929 696 807 1,690 2,132 10,960 7,353 •1,787 9,016 3,903 447 904 3,761

1 Totals include subclasses not shown separately. 4 Comparable with earlier years.
- Not available. 1 Other general merchandise stores combined with department stores.

1 Comparable with later years. * Excludes garages primarily selling gasoline and oil.
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T 49-182 DISTRIBUTION AND SERVICES

Series T 49-71. Retail Sales of Multiunit Stores, by Kind of Business: 1929 to 1957

[In millions of dollars]

Durable goods stores Nondurable goods stores

Automotive group
Furniture,

appliance group
Lumber, building,
hardware group Apparel group

Year

All
stores 1 Total

sales 1

Motor
vehicle,
other

automo
tive

dealers

Tire,
battery,
acces
sory

dealers

Furni
ture,

House
hold
appli
ance,
radio
stores

Lumber,
building
materials
dealers

Total
sales 1

Men's
and
boyB*
wear
stores

Women's
apparel,
acces
sory
stores

Family
and

Drug
and

proprie
tary
stores

Eating
and

drink
inghome-

furnish
ings

Total Total other
apparel

Shoe
stores places

stores
stores

49 50 61 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 M

1957 41,782 2,914 (') 815 444 480 1,053 728 38,868 2,696 232 1,141 523 800 1,032 868
1956 ' 39,630 2,973 («) 763 467 486 1,131 810 36,657 2,616 219 1,093 534 770 943 821
1956 ' 36,291 2,836 « 732 349 361 1,316 818 33,455 2,249 175 861 433 781 834 755

1955 33,918 2,790 700 347 366 1,300 838 31,128 2,166 186 852 404 724 785 707
1954.. _ 31,690 2,582 « 609 346 378 1,178 750 29,108 2,041 187 794 385 675 760 662
1953... 30,929 2,580 636 320 390 1,155 728 28,349 2,079 205 821 402 651 759 671
1952 30,120 2,605 611 317 383 1,224 785 27,515 2,068 214 834 378 642 737 622
1951 1 28,536 2,521 (») 568 287 392 1,208 798 26,015 2,009 215 786 356 652 722 590
1951 «... 34,000 3,825 389 575 569 572 1,582 1.147 30,175 2,763 342 1,137 639 746 905 779

1950 31,232 3,863 408 551 592 622 1,561 1,147 27.369 2,588 338 1,042 512 696 852 724
1949... 29,041 3,240 331 448 519 482 1,336 957 25,801 2,588 342 1,049 517 680 847 721
1948 29,737 3,407 287 454 562 465 1,505 1,107 26.330 2,729 366 1,117 548 698 869 742
1947 26,958 3,100 262 437 533 417 1.315 962 23,858 2,566 385 1,012 483 686 864 714
1946.... 22,514 2,510 191 467 436 281 998 716 20,004 2,434 356 1,013 426 641 830 676

1945.. 17,280 1,627 96 295 277 112 739 565 15,653 2,090 272 968 329 521 704 693
1944 16,234 1,416 91 270 240 81 636 500 14,818 1,957 264 923 286 484 681 568
1943. 14,926 1,316 82 254 224 71 589 478 13,610 1,791 241 843 232 476 654 518
1942 14,376 1,291 79 236 211 101 588 486 13,085 1,594 237 668 182 507 571 439
1941... 12,635 1,465 200 293 226 134 552 480 11,170 1,280 229 504 135 412 479 374

1940 10,500 1,157 165 241 176 104 427 385 9,343 1,062 182 428 97 355 425 330
1939 9,670 1,024 136 236 151 88 375 350 8,546 992 173 394 80 345 400 804
1938 8,872 931 115 221 126 77 362 339 7,941 913 156 349 76 332 377 288
1937 9,426 1,066 182 225 150 93 381 357 8,361 989 177 371 90 351 378 290
1936... 8,960 986 190 208 127 81 351 330 7,974 913 174 326 90 323 352 270

1935. 8,040 813 168 187 97 65 274 256 7,227 758 141 260 78 279 317 248
1933 6,618 528 115 76 86 60 180 162 6,090 589 112 214 41 222 267 182
1929. 10,412 1 1,683 624 122 235 157 509 488 8,729 1,197 271 413 144 369 312 299

Year

1957
1956 >
1966 «

1955...
1954...
1963...
1952...
1951 •__

1951'..

1950.
1949.
1948.
1947.
1946.

Nondurable goods stores—Con.

Food group

Total

65

18,223
16,636
16,545

15,247
14,344
13,390
12,554
11,705
12,921

11,344
10,636
10,493
9,418
7,259

Grocery
stores

17,379
15,894
15,454

14,222
13,357
12,404
11,606
10,718
11,569

10,140
9,468
9,319
8,284
6,192

Gasoline
service
stations

818
732
625

561
638
498
474
478
609

548
505
470
416
857

General merchandise group

Total 1

68

13,092
12,805
10,342

9,726
8,862
8,962
8,916
8,575
9,950

9,300
8,560
8,930
7,916
6,713

Depart
ment
stores,

excl. mail
order

69

(')
7,630
4,918

4,575
4,092
4,058
4,002
3,820
6,149

5,743
5,159
5,373
4,636
3,788

Mail
order

(catalog
sales)

70

(')
1,362
1,306

1,233
1,130
1,233
1,264
1,220
1,284

1,235
1,166
1,301
1,171
959

Variety
Btores

71

2,667
2,619
2,611

2,508
2,357
2,350
2,322
2,233
2,326

2,143
2,077
2,077
1,937
1,812

Nondurable goods stores—Con.

Food group

Year

1945
1944
1943
1942
1941

1940
1939
1938
1937
1936

1935
1933
1929

614
499
111
211
328

635
340
110
170
083

,916
.694
475

Grocery
stores

66

4,705
4,657
4,318
4,520
3,729

3,106
2,833
2,618
2,643
2,608

2,468
2,209
2,833

Gasoline
service
stations

67

271
241
234
285
331

294
288
316
375
403

423
544
606

General merchandise group

Total 1

68

4,925
4,621
4,222
4,094
3,666

2,978
2,693
2,448
2,590
2,428

2,124
1,589
2,275

Depart
ment
stores,

excl. mail
order

69

Mail
order

(catalog
sales)

70

2,630
2,380
2,125
2,050
1,828

1,421
1,226
1,075
1,155
1,060

898
673

1,013

608
609
581
628
621

491
464
424
467
445

386
220
447

Variety

71

1,659
1,510
1,406
1,325
1,147

1.008
952
900
917
878

801
696
815

1 Totals include subclasses not shown separately. * Not available. 3 Comparable with later years. * Comparable with earlier years.

Series T 72-182. Retail Establishments, Sales, and Persons Engaged, by Kind of Business: 1929 to 1954

[Sales in millions of dollars]
 

Total 1

Year Number Sales
Persons
engaged

AIX ESTAB
LISHMENTS

72 73 74

1954 1,721,650
1,668,479
1,769,540
1,770,355

169,967
128,849
130,520
42,041

8,890,083
1948 •

1948 < 8,660,107
6,435,479
6,213,890

1939 ■

1939 <

1936 1,587,718
1,439,669
1,476,365

32,791
24,617
48,329

5,338,366
4,816,615
5,721,220

1933.
1929
ESTABLISH
MENTS
WITH

PAYROLLS
1954 1,124,040

1,118.692
157,932
118. 3021948

Food group

Total 1
Grocery stores, without (resh

meat
Grocery stores, with fresh

meat Meat markets

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons

75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86

384,616
460.913

39,762
29.207

1,439,397 1 279,440

'350,754
223,662
187,034

'34,420
'24,729
20,743
5,496

1 1,109,440 22,896
23,920
24,242
35.630

1,944
1,641
1,641
700

71,836

504,439 30,965
560,549 10,165

1,615,618
1,331,722
1,315,438

164,277 4,026
200,303 2,225

241,129
309,725
309,284

825,619
595,290
582,699

66,427
85,486
83,684

532,010
470,149
481,891

8,362
6,776

ID, S3 7

1,235,069
1,170,291
1,174,666

188,738
163,538
191,876

2,202
1,803
3,449

326,446
306,086
365,094

166,233
140,372
115,549

4,149 508,037
452,298
354,671

32,555 565

(')

77,236

3,201
3,903

m
l&H

200,468
232,532

35,233
24,375

'142,968
'168,131

'30,890
'20,699

43,788

14,984

1,253

1,697  

See footnotes at end of table.
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RETAIL TRADE T 72-182

 

Series T 72-182. Retail Establishments, Sales, and Persons Engaged, by Kind of Business: 1929 to 1954—Con.

[Sales in millions of dollars)

Food group—Con. Eating places Drinking places

Year

Fruit stores, vegetable
markets

Candy, nut, confectionery
stores Bakery products stores

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Pe™on.

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

engaged

ALL ESTABLISHMENTS

1954

87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101

13,136
13,482
15,763
27,666

484
394
399
222

27,691 20,507
27,165
32,876
48.015

568
586
649
295

46,892 19,034
19 , 500
20,152
16,985

862
722
725
168

104.929 195,128
179,185
194,123
169,792

8,731
6,440
6.468
2,135

1,280,398 123,887
146,604
152,433
135,594

4,360
4,204
4,215
1,385

438 . 559
1948 »_

32,273
48,564
48,357

76.021
77,170

103,415
43,217
41.225

1,175,331
777,884
764,650

533 ] 899
358.398
348,452

1948 '
1939 •

1939 «.

1935 32,632
21,897
22,904

216
170
308

56.463
43,419
46,277

55,197
54,243
63,265

314
271
671

91.164
91,237
127,311

14,150
19,380
12,013

99
188
201

28,939
63.563
41,907

153.468
170,434
134.293

1,666
1.324
2,124

652,334
606,600
615,385

98,006
29.901

724
105

252,167
54,798

1929

ESTABLISHMENTS WITH
PAYROLLS

1954 4,648 331 7,777 351 15,102 802 149,996
141.163

8,142
5.982

94,413
104.316

3,878
3,6261948

Year

General stores

Number Sales

103

Persons
engaged

Department, dry goods, and
general merchandise stores Variety stores

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number

104 108

Sales
Persons
engaged

Apparel group

Total 1

Number Sales

111 112

Persons
engaged

Shoe stores

Number Sales

1954..
1948'.
1948 >.
1939 '.
1939 <_

17,701
20,588
21,557
39,688

1935
1933
1929.

ESTABLISHMENTS
PAYROLLS

1954.
1948.

66,701
85,839
104,089

9,901

1,088
1,157
1 , 159
810

511.296

63,396
101,069
99,347

1,110 149,624
1,097 191,611
2,570 254,231

36.874
31,302
32,334'
33,321

32,910
37,666
42 , 526

13,702
12,134
13.468
4.688

928,322

1.045.507
762,905!
681.711

20,917
18.917
20,210
16,946

3,838] 584.1341 11.741
3,213 567.214 12,046
5,5401 695,700 12,110

884 23,014 13.428 17.639 8,014

3,066
2,504
2.506

976

347.997

78(1

678
904

345,812
239,341
221,658

177,221
163,002
167,058

119,7431
110,944
115,246
106,959!

95,968
86,548
114,296

11,078
9,716
9.803
3,258

707,702

685.156
499,725
471,066

2,656 401,043
1,923 341.202
4.2401 494,524

23,847
19,201
19,551
20,487

18,967
18,836
24,269

97,829 10.701 .
85,163 9.306L

1,895
1,460
1,467
617

101,843

87,203
78,262
76,151

511 68,799
424 63 , 193
806 83,355

19,7231 1,817
16,248 1,390

Apparel group—Con. Furniture, homefurnishings, appliance group

Year

Women'B ready-to-wear
stores Total 1 Furniture stores

Household appliance,
radio. TV stores

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
engaged

Number Sales
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

ALL ESTABLISHMENTS

117 118 119 120 121 122 123 124 123 126 127 128

1954 (s)

29,788
30,677
26,820

(') (') 91,797
80.423
85,685
52,827

8,619
6,592
6,914
1,733

440,362 <>)
28,465
29,031

• 19,902

W (') 40,642
36,331
36,931
20,913

3,237
2,410
2,543

533

163,186
1948 " 3,277

3,305
1,009

3,413
3,427
•973

1948 < 255,426
164,696
154,297

456,186
263,441

190,551
•125,607
•121,512

165,307
89,651
88,342

1939 •

1939 256,126

1935 21,975
17,759
18,253

795
568

1,087

124,537
99,702
131,116

45,215
42,976
58,941

1,289
958

2,754

209,795
197,663
319,212

•17,043
•17,418

25,854

•694
•553

1,578

'92,760
•93.419

159,624

18,396
17,922
25,366

438
312
950

84,006
79,446
129,877

1933
1929

ESTABLISHMENTS WITH
PAYROLLS

1954... 26,893 3,577 65,773
60.275

8,151
6,212

25,475 4,170 27,774 3,003
1948 _ C) n

Year

ALL ESTABLISHMENTS

1954..
1948 '.
1948 «.
1939 >.
1939 '.

1935..
1933..
1929..

ESTABLISHMENTS WITH
PAYROLLS

1954. 68,573
72,6651

at end of table.

Automotive group

Total 1

Number

129

86,953
85,285
86 , 162
60,132

50,459
48,546
69.379

Sales

130

29,915,
20,100
20,104
5,548

4,236
2,367
7,043

29,351
19,665|

Persons
engaged

788,246

711,200
451,404
440,536

356,374
285,817
477,510

car dealers,
chised

Number

133

41,407
43,960
43,999
33,609

30,294
'30,6461

42,204

39,465

Persons
engaged

134

25,108
15,951
15,962
4.810

623 , 740

556,668
353.757
346,771

3,725 282,638
> 2, 127 '237,185
6,266 386,356

25,007

Passenger car dealers,
nonfranchised

Number

135

20,140
16,634
16,874
6,980

4,751

m
3,097

11,362

Sales

136

2,423
2, 4401
2,441

193

140

2,115

Persons
engaged

137

56,652

49,841
20,552
19,789

14,603

(')
10,867

Tire, ba,ttery, a
dealers

Number

138

Sales

139

18,845
20,224
20,628
18,625

14,343
16,027
22,318

14,451

1,814
1,358
1,369
523

373
226
599

1,723

Persons
engaged

91,292

Number

181,747
179,647
188,253
241,858

90,384
74,224
72,025

56,135 197,568
44,610 170.404
75.147 121,613

120,855
112,372

Sales

10,743
6,470
6.483
2,822

1,967
1,631
1,787

9,292
5,310

Persons
engaged

143

558,

482,486
478,075
467,002

383,623
328,263

246,278

521



T 72-182 DISTRIBUTION AND SERVICES

Series T 72-182. Retail Establishments, Sales, and Persons Engaged, by Kind of Business: 1929 to 1954—Con.

[Sales in millions of dollars]

 

Lumber, building, hardware group

Year

Total >
Lumber, building materials

dealers Hardware stores Farm equipment dealers

Number

144

Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

ALL ESTABLISHMENTS

145 146 147 148 149 150 151 152 153 154 1S5

1954 100,519
97,342
98,938
79,313

13 , 123
11,143
11,151
2,734

540,326 30,177
25,978
26,110
25,067

6,502
5,126
5,127
1,478

232,329 34,858
34,009
34,674
29,147

2,694
2,491
2,493

629

143,323 18,689
17,509
17,615
10,499

2,804
2,386
2,386

344

99,825
1948 •

566,626
323,396
318,051

227,722
152,959
149,276

149 , 182
86,707
85.471

94,182
35.831
36.646

1939 •

1939 <

1935. 73 , 186
76,098
90,386

1,864
1,342
3,845

253,829
261,249
405,836

21,149
21,015
26,377

866
603

1,981

101,677
97,488

164,671

26,996
22,844
25,330

467
311
706

72 , 130
60,886
81,277

9,637
9,958
12,242

291
177
518

31,879
28.953
43.443

1933
1929

ESTABLISHMENTS WITH
PAYROLLS

1954.. 78,507
79,899

12,642
10,767

25,429 6,395 25,266 2,478 16,399
15,944

2,744
2,3321948.

Drug and proprietary stores Liquor stores Fuel, ice dealers Hay, grain, feed stores

Year Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number
Sales Pera0"5

1 engaged
Number j Sales

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

ALL ESTABLISHMENTS

156 157 158 159 lf.0 161 162 1 63 164 165 166 167

1964 56,009
55,282
55,796
57,903

5,251
4,011
4,013
1,562

354,261 31,240
32,949
33,422
19,136

3,180
2,578
2,579

586

86,244 27,070
21,473
22,670
41,172

2,842
2,425
2,424
1,013

121,292 16,530
17,970
18,213
16,772

3,455
2,796
2.790

624

75,725
1948 »

82,04i
40,735
39,346

1948 < 334,716
241,969
239,076

127,216
149,094
142,694

75,374
50,321
49,304

1939 >
1939 < .

1935... 56,697
58,407
58,258

1,232
1,066
1,690

207,493
205,300
233,210

12,105
3,767

328
16

25,234
5,806

35,293
•23.875

»19,118

859
•623

» 1,013

123,199
•104,858
•109,191

11,132 346 28,376
1933 (')

21,394
(')

66.0721929 990

ESTABLISHMENTS WITH
PAYROLLS

1954 49.489
47,628

5,103
3,832

21,926
21,282

2,853
2,201

16,986
17,855

2,668
2,350

13,196 3.345
1948

Jewelry stores Cigar stores and stands Florists
Gift, novelty,

souvenir stores Secondhand stores

Year
Number Sales

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Salei
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Persons

ALL ESTABLISHMENTS

1954

168 169 170 171 172 | 173 174 175 176 177 178 179 ISO 181 182

24,266
20,550
21,269
14 , 559

1.407
1,209
1,224
361

90,908 6,068
12,791
14,526
18,504

233
385
535
207

14,255 16,279
13,565
14,749
16,055

495 50,111 12,149
10,266
12,516
7,429

283
185
195
63

27,538 14,364
13,387

424 41,041
1948 ' 375

377
148

298
304
138

1948 < 89,322
50,686
48,326

30,658
31,197
31,173

46,459
38,635
39,202

26,938
13,665
13,544

16,969
23,962

37,917
48 , 146
46,814

1939'...
1939 «  

1935 12,447
14,313
19,998

234
175
536

36,806
38,197
62,853

15,350
20,175
33.248

183
189
410

28,828
39,417
67,377

11,242
7,728
9,328

98
66

176

28,296
21,297
37,889

5,512 31

61

9,655 22,550
20.869

15,065

113
105
148

43,543
45,305
33,516

1933 (')
5,186

m
1929 13,771

ESTABLISHMENTS WITH
PAYROLLS

1954 15,548
14,583

1,287
1,128

3,270 181 10,247 421 6,063 216 7,956 359
1948..

1 Totals include subclasses not shown separately.

1 Grocery stores without fresh meat combined with grocery stores with fresh meat.
1 Comparable with later years.
4 Comparable with earlier years.

* Not available.

6 Excludes interior decorators.
7 Nonfranchised dealers combined with franchised dealers.
8 Excludes fuel oil dealers.



CHAIN STORES—RETAIL TRADE MARGINS T 183-207

Series T 183-187. Chains and Chain Stores: 1872 to 1928

Number of chains (2 or more stores)

26 lines
of mer-

I chandise

1,718
1,689
1,565

1,440
1,267
1.164
1,056
905

808
733
645
607
557

505
450
376
324

Grocery

184

315
335

S10

S01
270
249
232
198

180
168
148
135
125

112
103
85
78

Drug

179
175
166

162
150
145
131
117

107
101
89
86
80

81
70
52
45

Shoes

220
206
182

187
146
128
114

96

79
63
46
44
40

38
36
27
21

Ready-
to-wear

294
281
258

ZS1
201
184
165

187

125
110
104
96
87

78
61

Year

1911
1910
1909
1908
1907
1906

1905
1904
1903
1902
1901

1900
1899
1898
1897
1896
1895

Number of chains (2 or more stores)

26 lines
of mer
chandise

292
257
231
212
193
173

164
132
107
87
66

58
42
38
35
25
21

Grocery

184

69

53
49
45

44
41
36
29
23

21
17
15
14
11
11

Drug

185

39
36
30
26
25
24

19
16
13
12

Shoes

186

Ready-
to-wear

Year or period

1894
1898
1892
1891

1890
1889
1888
1887
1886

1885
1875-1884
1874
1873
1872

Number of chains (2
or more stores)

26 lines

of mer Grocery Drug
chandise

183 184 185

19 11
17 10
14 9 \
12 7 1

10 6
9 6
8 4 J
6 8
6 3

4 2
3 1
2 1
2 1
1 1

Series T 188-207. Retail Trade Margins, by Kind of Store: 1869 to 1947

[Percent of retail value]

Grocery

Year
Inde

pendent
Chain

Meat
Country
general

Depart
ment

Mail
order goods

Variety Apparel

188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 196

1947 ._ 18.0
19.0
19.5
19.5
19.5

17.6
18.2
18.6
18.0
17.0

20.3
23.6
24.7
25.8
26.8

17.9
17.9
18.4
19.0
18.7

35.6
36 4

28.0
27.4
26.8
26.2
25.6

28.0
28.0
28.0
29.0
27.0

36.0
34.6
34.7
84.7
33.3

87.7
36.0
34.1
31.8
29.6

1939 ____
1929 38.4

82.8
29.3

1919 _
1909

1899 _ 19.5
19.0
18.5
18.0

28.0
29.0

18.1
17.8
17.6

26.6
22.2

25.0
24.4

21.4
19.2
18.7

31.0 27.5
26 4
23.2
21.1

1889
1879

1869

Year
Inde

pendent

Shoes

Chain

Furni
ture,
inde

pendent

Auto
mobile
acces
sories

Filling
stations

Coal
and

lumber

Hard
ware

Farm
imple
ments

Restau
rants

Drugs
Weighted
mean 1

197 198 199 200 201 202 203 204 205 206 207

1947 34.5 27.6
28.9

80.fi
82.0
38.5

40.0
41.2
41.2
39.0
31.2

32.6
32.6
29.1
26.6
26.5

19.6
19.0
16.6
14.0

26.8
25.0
24.0
22.6
20.5

29.0
27.8
26.4
25.0
23.6

23.0
21.9
20.6
19.2
18.0

68.0
56 3
54 3
52.4
52.0

33.0
33.0
84.6
84 6
33.6

»29.7
29.7
28.6
28.0
27.6

1939 82.9
81.2
29.5
28.0

1929
1919

1909 22.0

1899.. 26.3
24.7
23.1
21.4

81.2
30.6
30.0

19.6
19.0
18.5
18.0

22.2
23.7
25.2

18.0
19.6
21.4
23.0

31.8
30.2
28.4

26.2
25.1
24.1
23.2

1889
1879
1869.

1 Includes classes not shown. * 1948 data.
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T 208-302 DISTRIBUTION AND SERVICES

Series T 208-210. Sales of Wholesale Establishments: 1939 to 1957

[In billions of dollars]

Durable
goods

establish
ments

Non
durable
goods

establish
ments

Durable
Non

durable
goods

establish
ments

Durable
Non

durable
goods

establish
ments

Durable
Non

durable
goods

establish
ments

Year
Total

Year

Total
goods

establish
ments

Year
Total

goods
establish
ments

Year
Total

goods
establish
ments

208 209 210 208 209 210 208 209 210 208 209 210

1957 135.2 50.4 84.8 1952 114.8 89. 8 75.4 1947 87.4 24.5 62.9 1942 41.2 9.6 31.6
1956 135.3 52.8 82.5 1951 112.4 39.6 72.8 1946 71.9 17.5 54.4 1941 36.4 10.2 26 2
1955 127.4 48.2 79.2 1950 101.0 35.4 65.6 1945 53.8 10.9 42.8 1940 28.9 7.6 21.4
1954 116.8 40.0 76.8 1949 86.6 27.2 59.3 1944 49.8 10.1 39.7 1939 26.3 6.2 20.0
1953 117.7 41.4 76.3 1948.... 90.6 29.2 61.4 1943.... 46.0 '9.5 36.5

Series T 211-302. Wholesale Establishments, Sales, Operating Expenses, and Persons Engaged, by Kind of Business:

1929 to 1954

[Sales in millions of dollars; operating expenses and commissions earned in percentage of sales]
 

All wholesale establishments

Total1 Groceries, confectionery,

Merchant wholesalers

meat Farm products 2 (edible)

Year Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

PersonB
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

engaged

211 212 213 214 215 216 217 218 219 220 221 222 223 224 225 226

1954 '..
1948 » «.
1948 •__

252.318
216,099
243,366
199,726

234,974.4
180,576.7
188,688.8
54,888.5

9 4 2,741,449
2,436,281
2,546,279
•1,738,813

165,153
129,117
146,518
100,961

101, 100. s

I 76,533.3
79,766.6

! 22,537.8

13.2
11. £
11 e
13.1

1,791,771
1,526,089
1,614,813
1,020,526

18,33'
15,70'
17,34!
15,68]

15. 980. i
11,213.1

> 11,356 '
3,940.8

9.0
8.8
8.8
U.I

216,928
195,072
196,636
165,550

11,461
10,966
13,539
10,945

6,077.2
5,858.6
7,500.9
2,110.8

U.I
9.0
11.6
13.0

110.422
106.809
169.393
104.5081939...

8.8
8.3
10.0

1935...
1933

176,756
163,708
168,262

42,802.9
30,719.8

9.7
11.9

1,399,480 88,931
82,865
79,178

1 17,661.1
1 12,997.3

29,205.2

12.6
15. C

843,016 15,98<
18,08!
15,22<

3.636/
3,121.2
5,386.£

10.6
12.8

164,486 11,188
10,386

1,941.1
1,589.9

11.0
14.8

89,043

1929... 66.739.6 9.0 '1.601,266 u.«

 

10.2 8,972 3,061.2

Merchant wholesalers—Con.

Beer, wine, and distilled spirits Tobacco distributors Drugs, chemicals, and allied products Dry goods apparel i

Year
Number Sales

Operat
ing

expenses
PersonB
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

227 228 2211 230 231 232 233 234 235 236 237 238 239 210 241 242

1954 3..

1948".
1948
1939...

7,309
6,701
7,195
6,232

5,686.9
4,049.8
4,069.7
1,249 2

12.0
10.9
10.9
12.9

78,340
68,305
69,059
50,718

2,858
2,701
3,019
2,717

3,208.9
2,487.1
2,529.6
1,106.2

5.9
5.2
5.2
4.9

30,848
28,406
28,886
21,122

5,837
4,124
4,671
3,298

8,369.9
2,243.3
2,282.2

801.8

15.9
15.9
15.8
17.3

71,366
57,775
58.679
41,824

9,389
9,604
11,733
8,275

5,689.7
5,529.5
5,727.7
1,889.0

13.3
11.9
11.8
13.1

83.811
84,977
88,745
75,385

1935...
1933 ..

5,496
2,880

698.5
129.0

13.1
17.0

37,266 2,253
1,738
1,721

783.4
523.7

5.5
6.4

16,862 2,989
2.543

•2,376

722.9
575.7

15.6
11.0

35,926 7,567
6,392
7,543

1,634.3
1,262.2
2,849 3

12.8
14.5

69.624

1929 858.3 7.4 •948.0 •15.9 13.4  

Furniture, homefurnishings 10 Paper and allied products

Merchant wholesalers—Con.

Farm products (raw materials) Automotive wholesalers

Year
Number Sales

Operat
ing

expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

243 244 245 246 247 248 249 250 251 252 253 254 255 256 257 258

1954 3..
1948 3 1.

1948'..
1939...

5,324
3,189
3,813
2,214

2,274.6
1,249 2
1,314.9

18.6
17.3
16.6
17.2

52,793
34,402
34,929
20,265

5,067
3,620
4,044
2,898

2,961.0
1,880.0
1,901.7

575.0

15.9
15.6
15.5
17.2

61,123
50,553
51,468
33,605

3.853
2,059
2,594
2,086

9,231.9
6,771.0
6,904.0
1,628.7

4.0
3.6
3.6
6.9

41,317
24,326
26 , 592
29,281

15,540
13,563
14,693
7,818

3,977.5
3,917.6
4,091.6
1,055 4

22.6
18.1
17.8
17.5

144 , 532
145.023
146.459
72,616373.5

1935...
1933.

1,959
1,788

243.5
175.0

17.8
22.5

15,871 2,549
2,221
2,297

408.9
333.4

18.8
20.7

27,543 2,199
2,433
3,240

1 , 562 . 5
1,224.7
3,665.9

6.7
6.9

23,712 6,672
5,237
3,451

780.4
438.0

16.8
23.0

53,820

1929... 1,750 494.8 18.9 704.4 16.4 4.5 1,383.1 15.0

Electrical, electronics appliance
distributors Hardware, plumbing and

Merchant wholesalers—Con.

heating
Lumber, construction materials

wholesalers
Machinery, equipment supplies

distributors 11

Year

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons

259 260 261 262 263 264 265 266 267 268 269 270 271 272 273 274

1954 3..
1948 3'.

1948 '..
1939...

7,123
5,041
5,443
3,072

6,337.7
4,309.3
4,424.6

788.0

14.0
12.8
12.7
16.6

111,299
91,772
93,325
40,147

6,183
6,189
5,576
3,568

4,397 7
3,680.2
3,730.6

972.0

17.2
15.2
15.2
18.4

103,860
100,721
101,913
64,358

" 10,314
5,576
5,890

3,303

"6,586.2
3,890.0
3,934.7

804.4

"16.1
14.1
14.0

i! 132,724

89,427
90,036
38,918

27,150
19,573
21,755
11,270

10,089.9
6,723.1
6,827.8
1.440.4

20.2
18.2
18.1
20.0

254,060
203,642
207,062
96,31115.2

1935...
1933

2,438
2,125
2,182

676.5
275.8

17.3
22.3

31,698 2,872
2,614

671.4
484.9

18.8
22.5

49,821 2,817
2,636
3,774

491.9
278.7

16.7
22.7

29,110 '3 7 , 583
13 6,226

6,988

"868.5
» 505.6

'•21.1

" 25.4

•' 67.379

1929... 846.7 16.9 2,953 1,212.7 19.3 1,283.9 15.8 1,268.8 19.1

See footnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALE TRADE T 211-309

Series T 211-302. Wholesale Establishments, Sales, Operating Expenses, and Persons Engaged, by Kind of Business:

1929 to 1954—Con.

[Sales in millions of dollars; operating expenses and commissions earned in percentage df sales]

 

Year

Metals, metalwork (except scrap)
distributors

Merchant wholesalers—Con.

Scrap, waste materials dealers

Manufacturers' sales branches
(with stocks)

Manufacturers' sales offices "
(without stocks)

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales

Operat
ing

expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Operat

ing
expenses

Persons
engaged

275 276 277 278 279 280 281 282 283 284 285 286 287 2HH 289 290

1954'
1948 >«_
1948'..
1939 .. .

"3,235
1,706
1,803
1,017

"3,362.6
1,951.1
2,056.7

516.0

'» 14.6
12.9
12.1
12.0

"53,641
33,844
34,395
17,705

8,189
6,440
7,717
6,059

2,405.6
2,663.6
2,699.3

656.0

17.8
11.8
11.9
14.7

75.499
66,582
67,227
52,379

" 14,759
15,687
15,716
12,844

"36,811.2
28,609 3
29,229.7
9,610.3

" 10.5
10.0
10.0

12. C

" 404,098
410,199
412,252
267,774

7,831
8,019
8,052
5,082

32,722.5
22,191.1
23,508.9
4,643.3

4.6
4.0
4.3
6.9

111,888
89,992
90,144
47,699

1935...
1933

810
748

282.0
160 5

13.2
16.8
8.1

11,343 4,793
8,360
3,919

399.7
272.2
474.5

14.5
10.8
12.3

34,830 11,541
« 12,444
"16,863

7,403 6
" 6,144.7
"16,174.9

11.8
14.9

('•)

'•212,462 4,065
4,429

3,535.1
2,412.7

6.4
7.4

('•)

"39,607

1929... 856| 672.6 nn nn

Petroleum bulk stations, terminals Agents and brokers Assemblers (mainly farm products)

Year Number Sales
Operating
expenses

Persons
engaged

Number Sales
Comis-
sions
earned

Persons
Number Sales

Operating Persons

291 292 293 294 295 296 297 298 299 300 301 302

1954 > 29,189
28,351
29,451
30,825

16,038.4
10,483.1
10,615.7
3,807.9

10.0
9.0
9.0

154,760
134,897
136,418
123,017

22,131
18,138
24,361
21,083

39,250.5
32,839.7
34,610.1
11,779.5

3.1
2.5
2.6

"2.8

148,595
1L6.148
123,470
111,125

» 13,255
16,787
19,268
28,931

>» 9,060.8
9,920.3
10,957.9
2,509.6

"8.1
6.1
6.1
9.3

"130,337
158,956
169,182
168,6731939 11.0

1936 27,333
"26,176
19.587

2,704.0
"1,884.6
2.101.1

14.5
"19.8
16.0

" 105,118 18,147
13,818
18,467

8,908.1
6,502.4
14,517.2

"2.9
"3.2
"3.2

88,064 26,515
23,962
34,143

2,463.0
1,774.1
4,452.1

6.7
9.8

(")

115,381
1933.
1929.

1

1 Totals include subclasses not shown separately.
1 Fresh fruits and vegetable wholesalers and poultry and dairy products distributors.

Milk bottling plants are included in the 1948 (unrevised) and earlier data.
1 Based on 1954 scope of census for wholesale trade.
* Comparable with later years.
* Comparable with earlier years.
I Excludes commission bulk tank stations.

7 Total of active proprietors plus the average number of employees (full time and

part time) for the year.
* Includes dressed furs.
* Includes 42 distilled spirits wholesalers with sales of $12,785,473 and operating

expenses of 24.7 percent.
10 Includes musical instruments and sheet music wholesalers.
II Air conditioning and ventilating equipment distributors are included beginning

1948. Such distributors were classified in the plumbing and heating category in earlier

years but were of negligible importance.
u Data for 1954 not strictly comparable with earlier years because of differences

in treatment of sales to contractors and possible effects of differences in enumeration

methods in the ready-mix concrete trade.

13 Excludes wholesalers of shoe finding and cut stock. In 1929, 555 such establish
ments had sales of $55,810,653. Persons engaged in optical goods segment partially
estimated.

14 It is likely that there is a moderate amount of underenumeration in these series
for 1954 as the mail canvass resulted in the activities of some branches and offices
being reported as those of the manufacturing plant or as an auxiliary establishment.

11 For 1954, 142 sales branches (with stocks) of steel works and rolling mill companies
are included in metal distributors rather than as manufacturers' sales branches.
These establishments had sales of $172,379,000.

16 Partly estimated.
17 Includes manufacturers' sales offices (without stocks).
18 Combined with manufacturers' sales branches (with stocks).
19 Not available.
10 Data for assemblers for 1954 exclude fish and seafood assemblers which are in

cluded in the grocery, confectionery, meat group. In 1948 (adjusted) there were 544
such establishments with sales of $116,566,000, and operating expenses of 23.5 percent.

31 Operating expenses.
n Includes district and general sales offices.

Series T 303-309. Wholesale Trade Margins of Independent Wholesalers: 1869 to 1947

[Percent of wholesale value]

Year
goods

Furniture
Automo

bile
accessories

Gasoline'
and oil

Lumber
Hard
ware

Drug
(general
line) Year

goods
Furniture Lumber

Hard
ware

Drug
(general
line)

303 304 305 306 307 308 309 303 304 307 308 309

1947 18
18
18
18
18

22.0
22.0
18.0
16.2
16.0

23.0
24.0
25.6
25.0
26.0

16.6
17.5
17.8
16.0
18.0

17.0
16.0
14.2
13.0

11.5

24.0
24.0
23.0
22.0
20.0

15.6
16.2
16.0
16.6
15.2

1899 17
16
15
14

14.0
14.0
14.0
14.0

10.0
10.0
10.0
10.0

19.0
19.0
19.0
19.0

13.6
12.2
11.0
10.0

1939 1889

1929 1879

1919 1869

1909
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T 310-351 DISTRIBUTION AND SERVICES

Series T 310-345. Selected Service Establishments and Receipts: 1914 to 1954

[Receipts in millions of dollars]

Personal services

Tout' Barber, beauty
shops

Funeral services,
crematories

Shoe repair shops,
shoeshine parlors,
hat cleaning shops

Laundries, laundry service
Cleaning and
dyeing plants

Year Total Power laundries

Number Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts

310 311 312 313 314 315 316 317 318 319 320 321 322 323

1954 348,843
326,246
851,985
389,726
888,918

5,772.9
4,420.6
4,440.2
1,821.6
1,819.7

169,684
158,764
169,081
206,268

1,205.9
833.6
845.0
481.3

18,387
18.480
18,675
18,196

744.3
572.2
672.4
261.6

29,385
39,275
44,151
59,371

201.5
215.0
218.8
119.3

30,269
26,322
27,705
22,736

1,604.8
1,322.5
1,323.4

527.8

'9,612
6,770
6,783
6,773

'913.6
913.0
913.0
453.6

29,200
25,313
25,584
12,616

1,138 4
844.2
844.4
193.3

1948 »

1948 «
1939 '.
1939 '

1935 369,081
820,863

1,617.0
1,222.5

186,810
159,905

401.6
321.2

17,144 230.0
172.4

61,046
57,462

109.7
97.2

23,915
19,274

429.7
349.0

6,470
6,122
6,400
6,776
6,013

369.5
295.6
466.0
641.2
454.0

6,910
3,864
4,568
5,296
8,175

141.4
1933 12,665 97.7

147 5
201.3
142.8

1931
1929 :::
1927

1925 4,859
4,881
5,678
6,097

362.3
233.8
236.1
142.5

2,406
1,748

102.4
53 21919 •

1919 «
1914

Personal services—Con. Automobile repair, garage, other services

Year

Pressing, alteration,
garment repair,
and fur storage

Photographic
studios find, com

mercial
photography)

Total
Automobile
repair shops

Automobile, truck
rentals (without

drivers)

Automobile
storage, parking

Automobile
laundries

Number Receipts Number 1 Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts

324 325 326 327 328 329 330 331 332 333 334 335 336 337

1954 47,061
44,471
47,888
64,696

437.1
863.8
365.7
163.3

17,293
13,788
14,712
10,967

334.1
211.4
212.0
64.2

•94,342

'90,762
•95,444

78,881

2,222.7
'1,557.9
1,561.1
440.9

79,709
80,705
84,875
66,178

1,589.1
1,269.2
1,272.0
315.6

2,872
994

277.6
83.9
83.9
20.3

8,672
8,033
8,633
11,095

292.2
190.0
190.8
102.1

1,657
717
792
960

43.6
10.3
10.4
2.9

1948 >
1948 « 1,011

6481939

1935 69,510
66,769

142.0
140.7

10,402
8,330

48.4
81.9

92,471
100,149

688.0
584.5

79,663
'93,760

432.7
'650.0

765
381

15.5
5.4

11,246
6,275

86.8
27.0

907
733

3.0
1988 2.1

Year

Miscellaneous

Total

repair services

Electrical
repair shops

Hotels, year-round,
25 or more
guest rooms

Motels,
tourist courts

Number Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts Number Receipts

338 339 340 341 342 343 344 345

1964 _ 113,429
71,338
80,023
75,262
72,130

1,795.8
941.3
947.4
224.2
196.0

32 , 195
17,076
19,440
15,644

601.5
213.3
214.8
47.8

•11,367 •2,075.2
(■)

1,864.8
769.0

29,432
23,316
26,919
13,621

457.1
193 5
196.5
36.7

C)
1948 < 14,647

14,0841989 '
1989 '

'71,426
53,010

'148.2
91.0

10,131
■6,892

22.6
•17.8

'11,378
•10,680
•11,878

'565.3
•898.7
•873.5

9,848 24.3
1988
1929...

1 Includes subclasses not shown separately.
* Establishments with payroll only.
* Comparable with later years.
* Comparable with earlier years.
* Enumeration covers only general repair garages, paint shops, radiator shops, top

and body repair shops, tire repair shops, and brake repair shops.

'Not available.
7 Includes boat repair shops not included in other years.
8 Excludes refrigerator repair and washing machine repair

its in 11• Excludes California which had 2,266 establishments in 1935.
establishments.

Series T 346-351. Volume of Advertising: 1867 to 1957

[In millions of dollars]
 

Total
News
papers

347

Maga
zines

348

Radio

349

Tele
vision

350

Direct
mail

351

Year

Total

346

News
papers

347

Maga
zines

348

Radio
Direct
mail

351

Year
Total

Year

10,810.6
9, 904.7|

9,194.4
8,164.1
7,755.8
7,166.2
6,426.1

5,710.0
6,202.2
4,863.6
4,269.7
8,864.2

2,874.6
2,728.6

3,288.3
3,235.6

8,087.8
2,696.3
2,644.8
2,472.8
2,257.7

2,075.6
1,916.7
1,749.6
1,475.0
1,158.8

921.4
888.0

814.3
794.7

729.4
667.9
667.4
615.8
673.7

514.9
492.6
512.7
492.9
426.6

864.5
323.6

622 . 5
567. 0|

544.9
658.7
611.2
624.1
606.3

605.4
571.4
661.6
506.4
454.4

423.9
893.6

1,290
1,206

1,026
809
606.
453.
332.

170.
67.

1,470.
1,419.

1,298
1,202
1,099
1,024
923

803
755
689
579
334

1943.
1942.
1941.

1940.
1939.
1938-
1987.
1936.

1985.
1934.
1933.
1982.

2,496.4
2,156.1
2,235.7

2,087.6|
1,980.4
1,904.01
2,071.7
1,902.4

1,690.0
1,627
1,302
1,627

899.9
797.6
844.4

816.4
793.0
782.4
872.6
843.6|

762.1

274.9
198.7
213.6

197.7
180.1
168.7
192 . 51

162.01

136.3

313.6
260.0
247.2

215.61
183.8
167.1
164.6
122.3

112.6

321 .5
329.1
362.6

333.7
333.3
323
333.2
319.0

281.6

1931.

1930_
1929.
1928-
1927.
1926.

1925.
1924-
1928,
1922.
1921.
1920.

2,282.0

2,607
3,426
3,262
3,262
3,262.01

3,099.0
2,935.0
2,936.0
2,607.0
2,282.0
2,935.0

1919.
1918,
1917.
1916.

1915.
1914.
1909.
1904.

1900.
1890.
1880.
1867.

290.2
326.2
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RETAIL PRICES T 352-360

Series T 352-355. Farm-to-Retail Price Spreads of Farm Food Products: 1913 to 1957

1952 MARKET
BASKET

1967
1956

1955
1954
1953 _
1952..
1951

1950
1949
1948
1947

1935-39 MARKET
BASKET

1952
1961

1950
1949

Market basket of farm food products

Retail

352

Dollars

1,007
972

969
986

1,003
1,034
1,024

920
928
982
911

740
722

645

Farm
value

353

Dollars

400
390

395
421
445
482
497

432
435
497
467

363
360

308
308

Market
ing

margin

354

Dollars

607
682

574
665
668
552
527

488
493
486

386
362

337
338

Farmer's!
share

355

Percent

40
40

41
43
44
47
49

47
47
51
51

48
50

48
48

Year

1936-39 MARKET
BASKET—Con.

1948
1947
1946

1945
1944
1943...
1942
1941

1940
1939.
1938
1937.

1936

1935
1934
1933
1982
1931

Market basket of farm food products

Retail
cost

352

Dollart

690
644
628

459
461
459
409
349

319
318
329
363
350

847
312
277
285
340

Farm
value

353

Dollars

350
335
279

246
233
286
195
154

127
122
127
161
141

134
106
90
90
120

Market
ing

margin

354

340
309
249

213
218
223
214
196

192
196
202
212
209

213
206
187
196
220

share

Percent

51
62
63

54
62
51
48
44

40
38
39
42
40

39
34
32
32
35

Market basket of farm food products

Retail
cost

Farm
value

M^et" Farmer1*
lng. share

margin

1935-39 MARKET
BASKET—Con.

1930
1929
1928..
1927
1926

1926...
1924...
1923
1922
1921

1920
1919
1918
1917
1916

1915
1914
1913

Dollars

422
436
436
434
448

442
406
413
408
427

567
611
466
441
820

267
271

Dollars

163
183
184
177
186

186
163
164
162
170

244
247
232
207
143

118
123
122

Dollart

259
253
252
257
262

256
243
249
246
257

323
264
224
234
177

149
148
141

Series T 356-358. Retail Cost, Farm Value, and Marketing Bill, for All Farm Food Products Purchased by Domestic

Civilian Consumers: 1913 to 1956

[In billions of dollars]

 

Retail
cost

356

Farm
value

357

Market
ing
bill

358

Retail
cost

356

Farm
value

357

Market
ing
bill Year

Retail
cost

Farm
value

Market
ing
bill Year

Retail
cost

Farm
value

38.9
37.9
39.0
36.5
30.8

18.8
18.8
18.3
19.0
20.1
20.2

17.7
17.1
19.2
18.7
15.7

28.9
27.9
26.6
25.6
24.4
22.8

21.2
20.8
19.8
17.8
15.6

1945
1944
1943
1942
1941

1940
1939
1938
1937
1936

1935

24.4
22.6
22.3
19.8
16.3

14.1
13.37
13.39
14.18
14.29,

12.94

12.6
11.6
11.4
9.3
7.1

6.6
5.17
6.20
5.981
5.78|

5.02

12.5
11.4
111

10.5
9.2

8.5
8.19
8.18
8.20

8.51

7.581

1934
1933
1932
1931

1930
1929
1928
1927
1926

1925
1924

12.52
10.93
10.61
13.06

16.15
17.08
16.27
16.23
16.38

15.73
14.51

4.27
3.56
3.40
4.66

7.92
7.30
7.21
8.40

6.77
5.87

8.96
8.64

1923
1922
1921

1920
1919
1918
1917
1916

1915
1914
1913

14 . 00

12.88
12.57

16.52
15.22
13 19
12.40
9.47

7.99
7.91
7.41

5.62
6.19
5.05

7.36
7.66|
6.87
6.05
4.35

3.63
3.64
3.53

Series T 359-360. Index of Department Store Sales and Stocks: 1919 to 1957

[1947-49 - 100)

Sales Stocks Sales Stocks
index index

Year
index index

359 360 359 360

24 29 1925 86 48
24 31 1924 34 47
82 89 1928 34 46

1922 SO 41
86 44 1921 80 41
38 48
87 48 1920 82 48
37 48 1919 27 87
37 48

Sales
index

Stocks
index

359 360

Year

Sales
index

359

Stocks
index

360

Year

Sales
index

359

Stocks
index

360

Year

136

135

128
118
118
114
112
107

152
148

136
128
131
121
131
110

1949
1948
1947
1946

1946
1944
1943
1942

99
104
98
90

70
62
66
50

100
107
94
77

59
58
65
63

1941.
1940.
1939.
1988.
1937.
1936.

1935.
1934.

37
35
32
35
33

27

46
38
35
35
39
33

31
31

1933
1932
1931

1930
1929
1928
1927
1926
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T 361-386 DISTRIBUTION AND SERVICES

Series T 361-365. Hotel Operations: 1920 to 1957
 

Occu-
pancy
ratio

(percent)

Sales indexes (1929=100)
Room
rate
index

(1929 =
100)

Occu
pancy
ratio

(percent)

Sales indexes (1929 =100)
Room
rate
index
(1929 -
100)

Occu
pancy
ratio

(percent)

Sales indexes (1929 =100)
Room
rate
index

(1929 -
100)

Year
Total
sales

Room
sales

Restau
rant
sales

Year
Total
sales

Room
sales

Restau

rant
sales

Year
Total
sales

Room
sales

Restau
rant
sales

361 362 363 364 365 361 362 363 364 365 361 362 363 364 365

1957 70 238 214 274 204 1944 87 152 124 185 98 1932. . 51 55 58 52 79
1956 72 233 208 269 192 1943... 84 137 114 164 94 1931... 59 78 76 70 89
1955 72 224 200 261 185 1942... 73 107 93 123 87 1930... 65 90 91 88 97
1954 72 217 192 253 178 1941. __ 67 93 82 105 84 1929. ._ 70 100 100 100 100
1953 74 219 192 256 173 1928... 68
1952 76 215 188 251 165 1940... 64 85 76 96 81 1927 69
1951.. _ 77 205 179 239 156 1939... 62 82 74 90 82 1926... 71

1938... 61 80 72 88 81
1950.... 81 192 167 225 142 1937... 66 85 78 95 80 1925 69
1949 82

86
90
93
91

188
194
190
181
163

162
164
155
141
133

221
230
232
230
200

137
132
119
105
101

1936... 65 79 72 89 76 1924...
1923. .
1922...
1921...
1920...

70
75
76
79
85

1948
1947....
1946....
1945....

1935...
1934...
1033 .

60
56
51

71
63
51

64
59
52

80
69
49

72
71
71 "HI"

Series T 366-386. Book Value of Inventories at End of Year: 1929 to 1957

[In billions of dollars. All data except series T 378-386 for 1929-1939 adjusted for seasonal variations]

Retail stores

Total
inven
tories

Durable goods stores

Furniture Lumber,
building,
hardware
group

Nondurable goods stores

General
Total
inven
tories

Durable
Non

durable
goods

establish
ments

Year
Total'

Automo
tive
group

and
appliance
group

Total'
Apparel
group

Food
group

mer
chandise
group

goods
establish
ments

366 367 368 369 370 371 372 373 374 375 376 377

1957 _ 24 47 11 42 4 76 1.99 2.21 13 05 2 73 2.78 4 16 12 7 6 6 6.1
1956. _ 23 86 10 70 4 02 2.02 2 .22 13 16 2 85 2.70 4 18 13 0 6 6 6.4
1965 23 90 11 23 4 47 1.97 2 .38 12 67 2 72 2.67 4 17 11 4 5.8 5.6
1954 22 09 10 06 S 43 1.90 2 .41 12 03 2 57 2.81 3 92 10 4 5 1 5 3
1953 22 66 10 67 3 75 2.04 2 .49 11 99 2 62 2.34 3 86 10 5 5 1 5 3
1952 21 59 9 91 3 17 1.98 2 52 11 69 2 49 2.30 3 68 10 0 4 9 5.1
1951 _ 21 24 9 72 3 19 1.92 2 44 11 62 2 53 2.30 3 55 9 7 4 8 4.9

19 94 8 82 2 79 1.88 2 27 11 12 2 47 2.21 3 51
19 32 8 64 2 40 1.86 2 50 10 77 2 41 2.20 3 48 9 1 4 3 4.8

1949 15 31 6 44 1 84 1.25 1 82 8 87 2 05 1.76 2 85 7 6 3 5 4.1
1948 16 83 6 76 1 95 1.46 1 82 9 08 2 06 1.81 2 84 7 9 3 7 4.2
1947 14 06 5 49 1 49 1.22 1 62 8 57 1 84 1.71 2 80 7 6 8 2 4.4
1946 11 85 3 95 98 .94 1 06 7 90 1 67 1.60 2 60 6 6 2 6 4.0

1945 __ _ 7 95 2 43 52 .48 68 5 62 1 12 1.03 1 69 4 6 1 5 3.1
1944 7 64 2 24 49 .42 69 6 40 1 .97 S 2.824 1 60 9 1 1
1943 __ 7 56 2 21 56 .45 69 5 36 21 1.08 2.61 1 68 3 7 1 1
1942 _ 8 02 2 76 81 .57 68 5 27 1 15 1.12 1 66 3 8 1 1 2.7
1941 7 78 8 18 95 .60 88 4 60 95 .96 1 59 4 0 1 4 2.7

1940.. 6 12 2 47 77 .43 71 3 66 .76 .69 1 34 3 2 1 1 2.1
5 53 2 09 58 .40 64 3 45 .75 .66 1 27 3 1 1 0 2.0

5 28 1 98 54 .38 62 3 30 72 .61 1 20 2 9 9 2.0

Wholesale trade

Year

1957.
1956.
1955.
1954.
1953.
1962.
1951.

I960.
1949.
1948.
1947.
1946.

1945.
1944.
1943.
1942.
1941.

1940..
1939..
1938
1938 '.
1937..

1936..

1935.
1934.

1932.
1981.

1980.
1929.

Manufacturers'

Total
inventories

378

53.520
52.295
46.364
42.985
45.431
43 . 799
42 . 816

34.314
28.860
31.693
28.874
24.457

18.390
19.607
20 . 098
19.287
16.960

12.819
11.465
10.760
10.803
12.071
10.731

9.146
8.764
8.189
7.369
9.161

11.321
12.839

Durable goods industries

Total

379

31 . 148
30.660
26.664
24.084
26.244
24.412
22.806

16.780
13 . 974
15.737
14.298
11.997

8.767
10.483
11.176
10.441
8.601

6.304
5.334
5.019
5.017
5.693
4.813

4.062
8.741
3.683
8.875
4.241

6.800
6.919

Nondurable goods industries

Purchased
materials

Goods-in-
process

Finished
goods

Total
Purchased
materials

Goods-in
process

Finished
goods

380 381 382 383 384 385 386

8 3 12.7 10 1 22.372 8 8 8 1 10 5
8 7 12.8 9 2 21.636 8 5 3 0 10.1
7 4 11.1 8 2 19.700 8 1 2 8 8.8
6 6 9.8 7 7 18.901 7 9 2 6 8.4
7 4 10.7 8 1 19.187 8 1 2 7 8.4
7 3 10.2 6 9 19.387 8 6 2 7 8.1
7 4 8.6 6 8 20.009 9 1 2 7 8.2

6 1 6.0 4 7 17.634 8 4 2 5 6.6
4 6 4.7 4 7 14.886 6 5 2 1 6.3
5 6 6.4 4 7 16.956 7 3 2 2 6.5
6 1 5.2 4 0 14 . 676 7 2 2 2 5.2
4 5 4.6 2 9 12 . 460 6 5 1 8 4.2

8 2 3.5 2 1 9.623 4 9 1 5 S.2
8 3 6.0 2 1 9.074 4 7 1 4 3.0
8 9 5.2 2 1 8.923 4 5 1 4 8.0
8 7 4.6 2 2 8.846 4 3 1 2 3.3
3 1 8.2 2 3 8.369 4 0 1 2 8.2

2 1 2.0 2 2 6.516 2 6 9 8.0
1 8 1.6 2 1 6.131 2 4 8 2.9

5.731
1.6 1.8 2 1 6.786 2.2 7 2.9

6.378
5.918

5.093
6.023
4.656
3.994
4.910

6.021
6.920

1 Includes kinds of business not shown separately. 1 Comparable with later years. 1 Comparable with earlier years.
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