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Introduction

This volume is the second in the Historical Statistics series issued

by the Bureau of the Census as a supplement to the annual Statistical

Abstract of the United States. The first volume, Historical Statistics

of the United States, 1 789-1US, was published in 1949. It provided,

in a single volume, a wide range of series quantifying various aspects

of the economic and social development of the Nation. A Continuation

to 195Z was issued in 1954 to provide data for 1946 to 1952 for the

series shown in the first volume.

Limited resources confined the scope of the first volume to those

data most readily available, usually from governmental sources. Never

theless, some 3,000 statistical time series were presented. Because of

the huge and intricate task of inspection, evaluation, and selection

of time series, the compilers recognized from the outset that the first

volume would have to serve as a working document to break the ground

and set a pattern for a subsequent more comprehensive and definitive

volume. The present publication is intended to achieve the purpose

foreshadowed in the original volume.

The Historical Statistics volumes are designed to bring together

historical series of wide general interest and to inform the user where

additional data can be found. All of the broad subject areas covered

in the first volume have been included and expanded in this volume,

and a number of new subjects have been added. The new subjects in

clude consumer expenditure patterns, social security, education, crime

and correction, recreation, religious affiliation, climate, communica

tions, distribution and services, business population, corporate assets,

research and development, private insurance, Armed Forces and veter

ans, and colonial statistics.

This volume also presents the results of a complete review of the

subject matter shown in the earlier volume. In a number of cases,

series in the latter have been replaced or supplemented. Finally, an

attempt was made to reduce the unevenness in scope and quality which

characterized the text materials in the earlier work. Critical notes

have been added along with further bibliographic material, cross

references to other statistical compendia, and previously unpublished

data (in some instances).

Origin of Historical Statistics of the United States

The volume, Historical Statistics of the United Slates, 1789-19^5,

was formally initiated by a recommendation in 1945 by the Social

Science Research Council that the Secretary of Commerce consider

compilation and publication by the Bureau of the Census of a source

book of economic statistics.

Earlier the same year, J. Frederic Dewhurst urged the development

of a historical source book in a proposal to the American Statistical

Association and the American Economic Association. A joint committee

to explore the practical problems of preparing such a volume was

named by these associations, joined by the Economic History Associa

tion. Dr. Dewhurst's proposal coincided closely with Bureau of the

Census plans, then under consideration, to prepare a historical supple

ment to the Statistical Abstract of the United States. The formal decision

in 1945 by the Bureau of the Census to compile and publish such a

volume led to the reconstitution of the joint committee, which then

became the Social Science Research Council Committee on the Source

Book of Historical Statistics, Advisory to the Bureau of the Census.

After the first volume was issued in June 1949, the Economic History

Assocation, in response to a request from the Bureau of the Census,

appointed an advisory committee in September 1950 to evaluate the

volume and to make specific recommendations affecting the question

of its revision. This committee, formally designated as the Committee

of the Economic History Association on the Revision of Historical

Statistics of the United States, 1 789-1 9i5, was under the chairmanship

of G. Heberton Evans, Jr., The Johns Hopkins University, and included

the following as members: Arthur H. Cole, Harvard University;

Shepard Clough, Columbia University; T. C. Cochran, University of

Pennsylvania; and Solomon Fabricant, National Bureau of Economic

Research, Inc. In April 1952 the committee submitted a report to the

Bureau of the Census entitled "On the Revision of Historical Sta

tistics of the United States, 1789-19iS." The conclusioas and comments

presented in this report were subsequently influential in getting under

way the project for a revised volume.

Both Historical Statistics volumes have been prepared by the Bureau

of the Census with the cooperation of the Social Science Research

Council. A description of the relationship established for the first

volume between the Bureau and the Social Science Research Council

appears in the introduction to that volume. For the present volume,

the Bureau designated a project director who served also as secretary

of the Committee on Historical Statistics appointed by the Social

Science Research Council to guide the Bureau in the program. The

Bureau again assumed the responsibility for publishing the volume as

a part of its Statistical Abstract program. The Social Science Research

Council, in turn, obtained a grant from the Ford Foundation which

provided funds for the procurement of services of experts in each

field. More than 125 such specialists were engaged (although not

all were paid) to serve as consultants. To make further use of the

information assembled for this project, the Council also made ar

rangements with some of the consultants for the preparation of bib

liographic essays on statistics in selected fields. Several of these essays

have been published in the Journal of the American Statistical Asso

ciation.

The Problem of Historical Statistics

Statistics are an indispensable adjunct to historical analysis. Few

fields exist in which qualitative historical records cannot be clarified

and enriched by quantitative data. For some time, however, it has been

evident that users of historical data are faced with the paradox of over

abundance and scarcity. On the one hand, a burdensome multiplicity

of sources has frequently to be consulted in order to reconstruct one

quantitative aspect of a particular subject. On the other hand, users

are confronted just as often by a discouraging barrenness of data, dis

coverable only after much costly work and delay.

The scattered sources of historical statistics of the United States

include the annual reports of the executive heads of the agencies of the

Federal Government, reports of special Federal commissions, the

volumes of the censuses of the United States, printed debates of the

Congress, published reports of committees of the Congress and tran

scripts of hearings on important legislative measures, published reports

and documents of the State governments, statistical publications of

private research foundations and organizations and of the universities

and colleges of the Nation, together with the great mass of statistical

volumes printed by other private organizations and individuals.

It has been noted that on occasion compilers, desiring to save the time

and effort required to obtain data directly from the original sources,

make use of successive issues of the annual Statistical Abstract of the

United States to construct long-term time series. The results of such a

procedure are not always sound, since the space available in the Sta

tistical Abstract for describing major revisions in time series may not

permit adequate clarification. Of the many revised figures appearing
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in each issue, most revisions apply to the immediate preceding years,

but revisions of much earlier years are not uncommon. Moreover, the

revisions shown have followed no systematic pattern and may be

scattered irregularly over many issues.

Impediments to the use of historical statistics, then, include the

initial difficulty of determining whether the data in fact exist, of

identifying the public or private document in which the data may be

found, of constructing time series where the data may not be arranged

in suitable form, and of identifying and interpreting changes in concept

and coverage. Definitions employed in published historical tables,

moreover, may have to be sought in separate publications if, indeed,

they have been published at all.

The objective of the Historical Statistics volumes is to provide a con

venient reference source which has two functions, collecting and re

ferring. The collecting function consists of assembling, selecting, and

arranging data from hundreds of sources and making them available

within a single source. The referring function consists of text annota

tions to the data which act as a guide to sources of greater detail. The

annotations also define terms used in the tables and include essential

qualifying statements.

Planning and Compilation

As a first step in the actual preparation of this volume, the Bureau of

the Census, with the advice and cooperation of the Committee on His

torical Statistics, prepared a working outline and statement of basic

premises to guide the selection of material. After an agreement on a

basic framework, responsibility for the duties of "principal" or "review"

consultant for specific subjects was assigned either to a Government

agency or to an individual specialist.

As stated previously, a number of subjects are included in this volume

which were not included in the first. Principal consultants responsible

for these subjects had to prepare their material from inception, advise

on the series to be used, and prepare descriptive, analytical, and biblio

graphic notes to accompany the tabular data. All other principal con

sultants were required to examine the presentation of data in their

fields in the first volume and to make detailed recommendations for

additions, deletions, and other changes. The relative importance of

the data in the first volume had to be judged in light of historical

series made available from more recent studies. These studies often

contained an abundance of data from which consultants had to select

specific series for inclusion here. The accompanying text also had to be

prepared. Principal consultants were also called upon to resolve prob

lems that arose during the processing and editing of the material.

Review consultants were responsible for critical review of the data and

text to be included during each phase of their preparation.

Coordination, final processing, and editing of the materials were

carried out by the Bureau of the Census. A multitude of source publi

cations was assembled. Data were excerpted, reviewed, and arranged in

appropriate form and sequence. Source citations; text, titles, headnotes,

and footnotes were brought into a consistent style and reviewed for

clarity. Problems that emerged during preparation and review of the

material were resolved in consultation with consultants.

Technical Notes and Explanations

Arrangement of the data. Data are arranged by subject in lettered

chapters and numbered series. Subject-listing under chapter titles in

the table of contents, together with the index, will facilitate reference,

chapter titles being necessarily somewhat arbitrary. Each series or

tabular column is assigned a number, the first series in each chapter

beginning with 1. Each series is further identified in the table titles

and cross references by prefixing the chapter letter. Thus, the 44th

series in the chapter on agriculture is designated K 44 to distinguish

it from the 44th series in the chapter on transportation designated

Q 44. Because of possible confusion with numerals, the capital letters

I and O have been omitted in identifying chapters.

All series begin with the most recent year for which data have been

obtained and run backward in time. This arrangement was selected

because it lent itself to more compact, less space-consuming presenta

tion than the alternative of beginning with the earliest year. Insofar

as possible, there are uniformly placed spaces above every year ending

in 0 or 5. No data are shown for years subsequent to 1957, because

most of the 1958 figures were, still unavailable or preliminary at the

time this volume was in preparation. Figures for 1958 and later years

for most of the current series are presented in the Statistical Abstract

of the United States beginning with the 1960 edition.

Basic guidelines. Before work was begun on the volume, certain

guidelines were established to aid the Census Bureau staff and the

consultants in the selection and presentation aspects of the operation.

These guidelines, however, were not always rigidly adhered to. The

problems encountered because of the scope and the variety of the sub

ject matter and the attempt to achieve a relatively balanced presenta

tion between subject fields made it necessary to modify the rules in a

number of places. The guidelines applied and the elements subject to

application are discussed below.

Area coverage. Unless otherwise specified, data are for continental

United States as of 1958 (i.e., excluding Alaska and Hawaii). In some

instances, the sources used for data failed to specify the area covered.

Where practicable, the data were examined and the appropriate quali

fications were added.

Because of limitations of space, data are not generally shown for

regions, States, or localities. Some exceptions were permitted, however,

in the following instances: Where regional statistics are essential for

correct interpretation of data, such as presentation of merchant marine

statistics separately for each coast and for inland waters; where data

in the subject field cannot (by definition) be summarized effectively

for continental United States, such as internal migration data; where

summary data for a given subarea or market are indicative of general

trend or level, such as prices on the New York Stock Exchange or

cattle prices at Chicago; where data for a given area effectively repre

sent the national picture because of concentration of production, etc.,

as Pennsylvania anthracite; where data are available for only a given

area as in the case of many series concerned with early American his

tory which are limited to the Atlantic seaboard.

Time coverage. In general, only annual or census-period data which

cover at least 20 years are presented. Exceptions were permitted pri

marily in the case of newly developed series of basic importance.

The general requirements as to time coverage were specifically de

signed to permit inclusion of "lapsed" series, particularly those fall

ing within the nineteenth century. The lapsed series, which begin

and terminate in the past, represent major fields of interest during

various phases of American historical development; frequently they

must be sought in out-of-print documents which are available in few

libraries.

The identification of time-periods was complicated by failure of

some sources to state whether the data were prepared on a calendar-

year or on a fiscal-year basis; by shifts in time coverage from calendar

to fiscal year during the period of the series, and, in some instances,

by the lack of identification of the beginning or ending date of the

fiscal year where this basis was used. In all such cases, particularly

where time shifts seemed likely to have occurred, an effort was made

to identify the correct basis.

Frequency of data. Annual data are given preference but certain

series are presented only for census years (years in which a national

census was conducted), and, in some instances (for example, telephone

and telegraph rates), only for the few dates for which the data are

available. Where both annual figures and decennial or quinquennial

benchmark or census data exist, both series are sometimes shown.

Series linkage. No formal attempt was made to extend a single series

back through time by linking it to another series which terminated at

or near the date on which the first began. In a number of instances,

however, such series are presented in adjoining columns, with an over

lap for a period of years when available.
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Unpublished figures. In general, only published materials or unpub

lished estimates from the files of a Government agency or from a re

sponsible private organization like the National Bureau of Economic

Research were used. Unpublished estimates of private scholars, with

rare exceptions, are not included in the volume.

Subject detail. Because of space limitations, series selected are con

fined to those regarded as of major importance in each field. The criteria

of selection varied broadly, depending upon the subject. Within each

subfield, the amount of subject detail was held to a minimum. Generally,

only summary measures are shown and detailed cross classifications

and information of a highly specialized character have been avoided.

Presentation of data in excessive detail, such as for specific commodities,

was discouraged. Exceptions were allowed, however, where it was con

sidered more meaningful to present long series for selected specific

commodities than to present an aggregate which is difficult to inter

pret.

Presentation of absolute rather than derived data. Primary emphasis

was placed on the presentation of absolute figures rather than on de

rived data since the absolute figures offer somewhat greater flexibility

to the user. The major exception was the presentation of index numbers.

In general, percentage distributions of absolute data already shown

are not presented. Other percentage data, and averages, medians, ratios,

and rates were used only where they resulted in a significant economy

in space or where they facilitated interpretation. No attempt was made,

in view of the technical problems involved, to convert various series

of index numbers to a common base year or period.

Omissions of data, "blank" cells. The significance of dashes in

tabular cells varies from series to series. In general, the presence of cell

"leaders" or "dashes" indicates merely that no information was pro

vided for this volume. Dash entries may mean that no information

exists for the given year; that the entry, if shown, would be zero;

the information was not available; or the information is believed to

exist in published form but it was not practicable to do the research

necessary to locate the appropriate source. The user will have to judge

from the context which meaning is appropriate in each particular

instance.

The practices of the various sources of information differ as to the

meaning of dashes in cells, the extent to which they label material as

"not available," the meaning of the term "not available," the use of the

zero entry, etc. In general, the policy adopted in preparing this volume

was to retain "not available" notations where they appeared for inter

mediate years in the series; to change them to dashes where they ap

peared at the beginning or end of the series. Where cells were left

blank in the sources, they were filled with dashes in this volume.

Since series of varying length taken from different sources are fre

quently found in adjoining columns in a table, the stub listings for years

necessarily encompass the earliest and latest date for which any of the

series in the table are shown. In itself, this tends to create many ad

ditional blank cells since missing entries have been replaced by dashes

in order to make it easier for the user's eye to trace the entries for a

given year across the entire table.

Text. For every series used, the text presents the precise source of

the data. Where possible, the text also includes the definition of the

concepts used, and sufficient methodological and historical information

to permit intelligent use of the data. For many series the text includes

a reference to where more detail can be found. Unusual values in a series

are explained and major changes which affect comparability are noted.

Where adjusted or derived figures are used, the methods used are de

scribed, often with a reference to a more complete description.

Responsibility

Because of the multitude of sources and the varied subject matter

covered, the Bureau of the Census cannot accept responsibility for thg

accuracy or limitations of data other than those which it collects

Every attempt has been made, within the limits of time and available-

personnel, to verify and correctly identify the material. Final responsi

bility for selection of the material, and for its accurate and proper

presentation, rests with the Bureau of the Census, even though carried

out with the cooperation of many individuals and agencies who devoted

much time and energy in providing data and descriptions of series for

this publication.

The information presented in this volume supersedes all similar information presented in Historical Statistics

of the United States, 1789-19U5, and in Continuation to 1952 of Historical Statistics of the United States, 1789-19^5.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON DATA PRESENTED

write to the agency indicated in the source note in the descriptive text for the given statistical series.

SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS

should be sent to:

The Director

Bureau of the Census

Washington 25, D.C.
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