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SOURCES AND METHODS 

This report shows estimates of the population of 
the United States for each July 1 from 1900 to 1961, 
and for each month from April 1950 to May 1962, and 
components of population change from 1940 to 1961. 
The estimates include Alaska and Hawaii for the pe
riod since 1940. Previous reports had included the 
two States only from the time when they achieved 
s·tatehood. 

The estimates supersede the monthly estimates 
shown in Current Population Heports, Series P-25, 
No. 249 and the components of change shown in P-25, 
No. 223. They also supersede tIle national totals shown 
in P-25, No. 246, and the national totals shown in 
P-25, Nos. 229 and 239. They supplement the estimates 
of the components of change for the United States, ex
cluding Alaska and HawaH, from 1940 to 1950, shown in 
P-25, Nos. 71, 98, and 223. 

Estimates of the population since 1930 are pre
sented according to three definitions--total including 
Armed Forces abroad, total reSident, and civilian res
ident. The total resident population conforms to the 
definition of the United States population for which 
the prinCipal tabulations are made for the census re
ports. Thus, it excludes residents of Puerto Rico, 
residents of other outlying areas under United States 
sovereignty or jurisdiction, and American citizens 
living abroad. As shown here, it includes Alaska and 
Hawaii for all dates since 1940. The "total popula
tion including Armed Forces abroad" includes the total 
resident population and the Armed Forces stationed in 
foreign countries or in the outlying areas, but not 
their dependents. The "civilian resident population" 
represents the total resident population less the 
Armed Forces stationed in the United states. 

The estimates of the total resident population 
for 1900 to 1939 are the same as those shown in Cur
rent Population Reports, Series P-25, Nos. 114 and 139; 
those for 1940 to 1949 represent the sum of the esti
mates for the United States, shown in P-25, No. 71, 
and for Alaska and Hawaii, shown in P-25, No. 80. In 
addition, estimates of the population including Armed 
Forces abroad and of the civilian resident population 
for 1930 to 1939 are being shown here for the first 
time. These sources may be consulted for a discussion 
of the derivation of the estimates. 

The estimates from 1950 to date were prepared by 
essentially the same procedures as for earlier years 
and involved the following computational steps: 

(1) Census count of population, 
plus (2) Armed Forces abroad on the census date, 
plus (3) resident births, 
less (4) deaths, including deaths to Armed Forces 

abrQad, 
plus (5) net civilian immigration, 
plus (6) net inductions to Armed Forces abroad, 
plus (7) "error of closure" for the intercensal 

period, 

less (8) Armed Forces abroad on the estimate date, 
to obtain the resident population, 

less (9) Armed Forces in the United States on the 
estimate date, to obtain the civilian 
population. 

The Armed Forces components are based on data on 
the size and distribution of the Armed Forces obtained 
from the Statist1.cal Service Center of the Department 
of Defense and from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine 
Corps, and Coast Guard. Heserve forces on a 6-month 
tour of' training and students at the military acade
mies are included in the Armed Forces; reserve forces 
on shorter tours of training, national guardsmen, and 
officers in the Public Health Service are not. Crews 
of naval vessels in American ports are considered in
side the United States; those in foreign ports or on 
the high seas are considered abroad. 

To maintain comparability over time, estimates 
of the Armed Forces based on the Defense Department 
data were used for census dates although census counts 
of the Armed Forces are available. 1 The component for 
net inductions to Armed Forces abroad includes an al
lowance for inductions in Puerto Hico. 

Births and deaths :for the resident population 
are tabulated by the National Vital Statistics Divi
sion of the United States Public Health Service. Final 
tabulations were available for births through 1960 
and for deaths through 1959; preliminary tabulations 
were available through April 1962. The National Vital 
Statistics Division has corrected births for under
registration by factors obtained by extending the re
sults of the 1950 Birth Hegistration Test to subse
quent years. The test was conducted in connection 
with the 1950 Census through the joint efforts of the 
National Vital Statistics Division and the Bureau of 
the Census. No similar test has been conducted for 
deaths. However, the Census Bureau has corrected 
deaths under 1, using the same factors as for births, 
through December 1961. This correction has been dropped 
from the estimates starting in 1962 because it has 
become so small as to be trivial. Deaths to members 
of the Armed Forces abroad include data on military 
casualties during the Korean War obtained from th~ De
partment of Defense; military deaths :t'or other periods 
have been estimated. 

The figures on net civilian immigration are based 
on statistics on immigration from foreign countries, 
provided by the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

1 The census c01mts of Armed Forces and their ratios to 
the estimates based on Defense Department data for 1950 
and 1960 are as follows: 

Ratio ·to 
Census count estimated number 

1960 1950 1960 1950 

Total .............. 2,366,949 1,312,869 93.4 87.6 

Inside U.S ............... 1,733,402 982,313 93.6 88.8 
Outside U.S ........•..... 633,547 330,556 92.6 84.3 

Outlying areas of U.S •. 2.3,827 28,961 81.9 78.7 
Foreign cou.."1try or 
high seas ........•.. ; . 609,720 301,595 93.1 84.9 







Table 1.--ESTIMA1'ES OF THE COMPONENTS OF POPULATION OHANGE FOR THE UNITED STATES INCLUDING ARMED FOllCES ABROAD, 
BY ANNUAL AND SEMI-ANNUAL PERIODS: 19/.0 '1'0 1961 

(In thousands. Includes A.laska and Hawaii. Each estimate has been independently rounded t,Q the nearest thousa.nd from figures 
computed to the lrwt digit; hence, the sum of parts rna,y differ slightly from the totals "'l1.own) 

Period 

Calendar. year: .............................. , ...... . 
....................................... 

1960 ..................................... . 

19.53 •....... , .•••.. , ..... , ...... ,. ,." .... . 

•••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• ·""···· 

1'::50 .••. , ...•. o ••••••••••••••••••••• , •••• > 

.......................... , ... "" .. , ............................... " .... 
1947 .......................... ' ........ .. 

,., .. , ......... , ..... , ...... , .... ,. 

1940 .................... , ...... ' .......... . 

Ha.lf-year 
1961: 

1960: 

1959: 

1958: 

1957: 

1956, 

1955, 

1954: 

1953: 

1952: 

1951: 

1950: 

1949: 

1948: 

1947: 

19/.6: 

1945: 

1944: 

1943: 

1942: 

1941: 

1940: 

Jul,"-j')€·cerober ..................... .. 

Januar,y-Jun.i: ••.• ~ ••. , < •••• ~ ••••• , ••• 

Aprj.l-.Jun.e ...•..•.•....•.........• 
Januar;r-lVlarch .••.•..•.•••••••••••• 

Jul;y-December ...•....•.••..•••...•.. 
January~JUl1e •........ , ....•••...•..• 
July-December ...•..•......•...•.•... 
January-JUlie ••.....•... , ...••......• 

July-December ••.••..•....•.••...•... 
January-JUllEf •.....•.........•.•.•... 
July-December ....•....•..•........•. 
January--June ••..•.•..........••....• 
July .. December ............•••.••...•. 
January--June ...•.••...•..•••..•...•. 
July.-December ..•••.•.••.••••••.•.... 
January-June ..•.••...•...... , .....•• 
July ~Dec ember ..•.•......•...•...... 
Janun:r;r-June ............•.........•. 

July -Dac ember .•...........•...••.... 
January-June ...........••.....•..... 
July_December .• , ••.................• 

~::;:~~~~:~~::;.:.::::::::::::::::::::: : 
anu.ar,r·,rune .................... , .. 

,I a;OUB.rV-MaTCJ1 •••••••••••••• 0 , ••••• 

July-December ....•........•.•.....•. 
January-June ....•..•...••.....•...•• 

July -Dec ember ••..•••.....•..•....... 
January--JUlle •....•..•........•••..•• 
July-December ••.. , •..............•.. 
Jru~uury-June.' ............••..... , ... 
July-December ............•••..•..... 
January-June •.......•....••.••...... 
July-December ..•....•..............• 
January -JUIlC •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

July-December ....•.................. 
January-June ..•.•..•••.....•.... ·· •. 

July-December .........•...•...•..... 
January-Jillle •........••..•..•... , ... 
July-December .......••.......•....•. 
January _June .......... '.' •.•.. 
July.,.Decembe:t •••••..•.•. , ••• ;. ••••••• 
January .. June ..•...•..•......••...... 
July-December ...........•...•...••.. 
January-June .........•..•..•......•. 

April-June ..... , ........ , ....... ' .. 
January-March .................... . 

Intercensa.l decade: 
TotaL change: 

April 1, 1950, to April 1, 1960 ........... . 
Apr.il 1, 1940, to April 1, 1960 .......... .. 

Annual average change: 
April J., 1950, to April 1, 1960 ........... . 
April,1, 191'\.0, to April 1, 1960 ..••..•.••.• 

1 Ad,justed for underregistratlon. 

at 

151,'718 
132,288 

Net change during year 

Number 

1,51.,8 
1,413 
1,668 
1,390 
1,582 
1,343 
1,562 
].,336 
1,506 
1,212 

1,420 
1,243 
1,431 
1,256 
1,350 
1,136 

554 
583 

763 
619 
681 
540 
305 
234 

28,289 
19,429 

Percent 

1.63 
1.63 

0.83 
0.95 
0.82 
0.96 
0.83 
0.9/+ 

0.76 

0.90 
0.80 

0.5/+ 

0.67 
0.6t'~ 

0.75 
0.52 
0.57. 
0.46 
0,51 
0.41 
0.23 
0.18 

18.6 
14.7 

1.72 
1.37 

Births 1 

3,933 
J,E!45 
3,645 
3,667 
3,655 
3,834 
3,/~26 

2,873 
2,95t't 
3,118 
3,002 
2,716 
2,570 

2,259 
2,073 
2,2.39 
2,005 
2,162 
1,966 
2,154 
1,948 
2,097 
1,892 

2,060 
1,8'74 
1,985 
1,860 
1,912 
1,733 

851 
882 

1,905 
1,762 

1,$98 
1,756 
1,902 
1,932 
2,015 
1,411 
1,462 
1,411 
1,526 
1,428 

1,562 
1,556. 
1,612 
1,390 
1,399 
1,317 
1,314 
1,256 

624 
632 

40,963 
32,064 

(Jomportents of change 

830 
811 
770 
$02 
76$ 
768 
73'7 
752 
735 
797 

733 
779 
732 
769 
715 
753 
366 
387 
712 
740 

700 
754 

739 
764 
687 
720 
669 
746 
679 
75) 
346 
406 

15,653 
14,63$ 

1,56.5 
1,464 

348 

83 
60 
77 

162 
186 
196 
130 

74 
57 

137 
154 
143 
149 

121 
151 
200 
187 
189 
148 
146 
141 
144 
116 

176 
159 
147 
152 
68 
84 

156 
16'1 

146 
134 
129 

43 
45 

118 
114 

89 

82 
66 
63 
20 
25 
35 
36 
40 
22 
18 

2,9'75 
1,789 

297 
179 

5 

+2 
_1 

+52 

,,7 
+4 

(4) 
+4 

+19 
-1 

+27 
+25 
+21 
+15 
+12 
.16 
-34 
+10 
+12 
+11 

+15 
+20 
+23 
+13 

+9 
+12 
+11 

-5 
+6 

-10 

+5 
+214 

+1 
+21 

2. Deaths occurring in the United states plus estimated deaths ocourring to Armed Forces abroad. Infant deaths adjusted for underreglstratl on. 
3 Comprises estimates of overseas a.dmiesions into and discharges from the Armed Forces and the tierror of closure,!! that amotmt necessary to make the com

ponents of change add to the net change between censuses. See text. 
4 Less than 500. 





Table 4. --MONTHLY ESTIMATES OF THE POPUlJ\TION OF THE UNITED STA:fES, BY TYPE OF POPULATION: APRIL 1, 1950, TO MAY 1, 1962 

Date 

1962: 
May 1 .......... 
April 1. ...•... 
March 1 ••.••••• 
February 1 .... . 
January 1. .... . 

1961: 
December 1 ..... 
November 1 .•••. 
October 1. .•... 
September 1 ...• 
August 1. ..••.. 
July 1 ........ . 

June 1 ........ . 
May 1 ......... . 
Aprj.l 1. ..... .. 
March 1 ...... :. 
February 1 .... . 
January 1. .... . 

1960: 
December 1 •.••. 
November 1 ••••• 
October 1. ..... 
September 1 ..•• 
August 1. ..... . 
July 1 ........ . 

JUIle 1 ........ . 
May 1 ......... . 
April 1 ...... " 
March 1 •••••••• 
February 1. .... 
January l~ .•.•. 

1959: 
Deoember 1 .... . 
November 1 .... . 
Ootober 1. .... . 
September 1 •••• 
August 1 ...... . 
July 1. ...... .. 

June 1 ........ . 
May 1 ........ .. 
April 1 ....... . 
March 1 ..•..... 
February 1" .. . 
January 1 ..... . 

195$: 
Deoember 1 •.... 
November 1 ••••• 
Ootober 1. ...•. 
September 1. .. . 
August 1 ...... . 
July 1 ........ . 

June 1 ••••..•. ~ 
May 1 ......... . 
April 1 ....... . 
Maroh 1 •••••••• 
February 1 •..•. 
January 1. ..... 

thousands, Includes Alaska and Hawaii. For explanation of the 'three types of population, see text) 

Total 
population 
including 

Armed 
Forces 
abroad 

176,207 
175,966 
175,697 
175,413 
175,1/a 
174,882 

174,639 
174,397 
174,176 
173,945 
173,746 
173,533 

Total 
resident 

popula
tion 

176,894 
176,653 
176,458 
176,205 
175,997 
175,775 

175,510 
175,263 
174,972 
174,712 
174,400 
174,149 

173,927 
173,683 
173,452 
173,187 
172,988 
172,809 

Civilian 
resident 
popula-
tion 

176,599 
176,374 
176,1l4 
175,826 
175,545 
175,277 

175,039 
174,799 
174,559 
174,305 
174,074 
173,831 

173,559 
173,312 
173,042 
172,752 
172,1,$6 
172,226 

171,990 
171,740 
171,504 
171,277 
171,080 
170,862 

Date 

1957: 
December 1. ..... . 
November 1. ..... . 
Ootober 1. ...... . 
September 1 ..... . 
August 1. •....... 
July 1 .......... . 

June 1 ..........• 
May 1 •....•...•.. 
April 1 .•.•.•••.. 
March 1 ••........ 
February 1. ..... . 
January 1 .•.....• 

1956: 
December 1. .•.... 
t..:ovember 1. ..... . 
October 1 ....... . 
September 1 ..... . 
August 1 ••••••••• 
July 1. .......... 

June 1 ....•...... 
May 1. ......... .. 
April 1. .......•. 
March 1 .•••.••••• 
February 1 .....•. 
January 1. ••.. 

1955: 
December 1. ..... . 
November 1 •••••• 
October 1 ....•... 
September 1 .... . 
August 1. .... . 
July 1. ........ .. 

June 1 .......... . 
May 1 .......... . 
April 1. .....•... 
Maroh 1 ......... . 
February 1 •...... 
January 1 ••.•.••. 

1954: 
December 1. ..... . 
November 1 ...... . 
Ootober 1 •......• 
September 1 ..... . 
August 1 •..••..•. 
July 1 •••........ 

June 1 .•......... 
~,ay1 .......... .. 
April 1 ....••.... 
March 1 •.••..•••• 
February 1 .....•. 
January 1. .....•. 

population 
includi.ng 

Armed 
Foress 
abroad 

170,31.5 
170,063 
169,780 
169,,,,)8 
169,191 
168,903 

168,659 
168,436 
168,221 
167,977 
167,7/", 
167,513 

167,270 
167,023 
166,755 
166/+73 
166,192 
165,931 

165,69.5 
165,463 
165,251 
165,018 
164,809 
164,588 

164,349 
164,107 
163,847 
163,570 
163,;290 
163,026 

162,790 
162,564 
162,350 
162,124 
161,912 
161,690 

Total 
resident 

popula
tion 

167,855 
167,634 
167,405 
167,145 
166,924 
166,725 

166,464 
166,l98 
165,934 
165,6/+9 
165,338 
165,069 

164,843 
164,574 
164,339 
164,051 
163,844 
163,654 

163,389 
16.3 ,109 
162,825 
162,514 
162,184 
161,884 

161,648 
161,396 
161,172 
160,908 
160,681 
160,492 

Civilian 
resident 
popula
tion 

165,811 
165,564 
165,.336 
165,078 
164,834 
164,597 

162,698 
162,399 
162,117 
161,831 
161,578 
161,379 

161,088 
1.60,822 
160,538 
160,252 
159,959 
159,695 

159,449 
159,20$ 
158,978 
158,735 
158,500 
158,254 

Date 

1953: 
December 1. •..... 
November 1. .. , ... 
October 1 •••••••. 
September 1 ..... . 

1 ........ . 
1 .......... . 

June 1 ••..•.•...• 
Hay 1 ........... . 
April ........... , .. 
March 1 •..••..•.• 
February 1. ..... . 
January 1. ...... . 

19'2: 
December 1 •.••..• 
November 1 ...... . 
October 1 ....... . 
September 1 ..... . 
August 1 .•••••••• 
July 1. .......... 

June 1 •••••..•••• 
May 1 •••••••••••• , 
April 1 .••.•....• 
March 1 ......... . 
February 1. ...•.. 
January 1 ....... . 

1951: 
December 1 ...... . 
November 1 ••••••• 
Ootpber 1 ••.••••• 
September 1 ..... . 
August 1 ........ .. 
July 1 •...•.. ' •... 

June 1 .••...•...• 
May 1 ........... . 
April 1 ......... . 
March 1 •......... 
February 1. ...•.. 
January 1 ••••.• ~. 

1950: 
December 1 ••••••• 
November 1 ..•.•.. 
October 1 ....... . 
September 1 •••••• 
August 1. ....... . 
Jul.{r 1. ......... . 
,Tune 1 .......... . 
May 1 .......... .. 
April1 ......... . 

population 
including 

Armed 

156,093 
155,872 
155,624 
155,373 
155,121 
154,878 

154,649 
154,425 
154,224 
154,019 
153,831 
153,622 

153,A·lS 
153,209 
152,985 
152,750 
152,.503 
152,271 
152,064 
151,878 
151,718 

Total 

155,046 
154,773 
154,606 
154,433 
154,200 
153,982 

153,793 
153,605 
153,438 
153,301 
153,126 
152,973 

152,762 
152,597 
152,409 
152,220 
152,071 
151,868 
151,658 
151,477 
151,326 

? 

Civilian 

155,188 
154,947 
154,688 
154,399 
154,125 
153,892 

1.53,658 
153,428 
153,233 
153,053 
152,932 
152,811 

152,599 
152,424 
152 J 218 
101,997 
151,778 
151,599 

151,4.50 
151,324 
151,233 
151,197 
151,183 
151,238 

151,128 
151,067 
151,072 
151,100 
150,984 
150,790 
150,582 
150,389 
1.50,219 


