










An indication of the size of the post-war baby 
boom and its effect on the age distribution may be 
seen in the fact that those born in the year just 
before the beginning of the boom, that is, the 
population 21 years old in 1967, number 2.8 million, 
whereas those born one yearlater, the 20-year-olds, 
number 3.8,million. The largest cohort ever to be 
born in the: United States, numbering 4.3 million, 
was born iIcthe year ending July 1, 1961, and is now 
six years old. 

Population by race.-- The white population was 
87.9 percent of the total population on July!, 1967; 
the Negro population was 11.0 percent. From1960 
to 1967, the white population grew from 159 million 
to 175 million. The Negro population grew from 
19 million to 22 million. 

Between 1960 and 1.967, Negroes increased 
more rapidly than whites in virtually every age 
group and especially in those age groups born 
since World War II (table B and figure 3). For 
those 14 to 1.7 years old, the white population in
creased by 29 percent, whereas the Negro popu
lation increased by 45 percent. In the older age 
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groups, Negroes represent a substantially lower 
proportion of the population than in the younger 
age groups, because the birth rate for whites more 
nearly equalled the birth rate for Negroes in the 
early years of the century, Negroes have a rel
ativelv high death rate, and there has been less 
immigration of Negroes than whites. Thus, in 
1967, Negroes made up 7.2 percent of the popu
lation 65 and over, but 15 .. 1 percent of the popu
lation under 5 years. 

Annual growth retes.--Growth rates by fiscal 
years for the white, nonWhite, and Negro populations 
are shown in figure 2,''' The white and nonwhite 
populations have shown similar time patterns of 
change in net growth, except for the years during 
and immediately after World War II, although non
white growth rates have been higher than those for 
whites. Since 1957, however, both populations have 
shown definite and similar downward trends in the 
rates of net growth. 

4Annual net growth rates for the total popula
tion, including Armed Forces overseas, are shown in 
Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No, 368. 

Figure 3.··Percent of Change' in the White and Negro Population, by Age: 1960 to 1967 
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Table E.--NUMBER OF MALES REACHING SELECTED AGES: 1951 TO 1967 

(In thousands. Total population including Armed Forces overseas) 

Period1 Births 6 years 14 years 18 years 21 years 62 years 65 years 
-------, 

1966-19671 . .....•.•....•.•.. 1,B4B 2,182 1,943 1,792 1,412 771 
1965-1966" .................. 1,911 2,103 1,B73 1,793 1,419 76/+ 
1964-1965 ................... 2,015 2,098 1,822 1,B97 1,409 756 
1963-1962, ..........•.....•.• 2,112 2,093 1,771 1,401 1,491 743 
1962-1963 ................... 2,144 2,082 1,779 1,410 1,326 728 
1961-1962 •......... '" ...... 2,lB1 2,028 1,780 1,401 1,216 713 
1960-1961. ...........•..•... 2,227 2,016 1,B89 1,484 1,147 697 

1959-1960 ................... 2,191 1,966 1,383 1,313 1,130 686 
1957-·1958 •..........•....... 2,210 1,870 1,~31 1,161 1,060 691 
1955-1956., ................. 2,134 1,755 1,335 1,129 1,073 685 
1953-1954 ................... 2,073 1,751 1,182 1.,076 1,031 667 
1.951.-1952 ............•...... 1,979 1,361 1,154 1,039 1.,12~ 638 

Annual average: 
1 qr;,n_l qr:, 

f' 
........ ~ ... ~ ... 2,063 2,086 1,837 1,597 1.,346 739 

lPeriods extend from July 1 of initial year to June 30 of terminal year. 

Figure 4.··Population Reaching Selected Ages: 1950-51 to 1966·67 
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method involves bringing forward the population 
from the census date to the estimate date by aging 
the population according to the length of the estimate 
period imd by assigning births, deaths, and net 
immigrants during the estimate period to the proper 
age gro~p. The total resident population has been 
estimateH by subtracting estimates of Armed Forces 
overseaS from the total population including Armed 
Forces overseas; the civilian resident population 
has been estimated by subtracting estimates of all 
Armed Forces of the United States, those at home 
and those oversea~, from the total population in
cluding Armed Forces overseas. 

The estimates by age, color, and sex for 1964 
to 1967 given in this report were based on, and 
hence are comparable with, the estimates by age, 
color, and sex for 1963 previously published in 
Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 321. 
The ~963 estimates in turn, were based on the 
estim'~tes of population by age, sex, and color for 
each prior year back to 1960. The estimates for 
the Negro population for 1965 to 1967 are com
parable with those for 1964 published in P-25, 
Nt>. S67, which were similarly developed from 
estimates for prior years. In general, the estimates 
for each year were carried forward by use of final 
or preliminary data on births, deaths, and net 
immigration. 

Base population in 1960.--The population esti
mates are based on complete-count population 
figures from the 1960 Census tabulated by age, 
color, and sex. The age detail from the count is 
forS-year age groups for ages under 85 years old 
and for single years of age for ages under 21 years 
old.s To facilitate the computations, the population 
for ages 21 to 84 was also· distributed by single 
years. The population 21 to 24 years of age, includ
ing Armed Forces overseas, was distributed in 
proportion to annual births from 1935 to 1939. 
SincEl ,births were much less completely registered 
in the years before 1935 (adjusted estimates of 
total births are subject to increasingly greater 
error as one goes back in time) and since immi
gration contributed. substantially to population 
growth in the pre-Depression years,particularly 
before World War I, birth statistics were not 
generally used to distribute the grouped data for 
the older population by single years. Rather, the 
5-year age groups by color and sex of the population 
including Armed Forces overseas were distributed 
by mathematical (oscula tory) interpolation. This 

Su.S. Bureau of the Census, 1960 Census of Popu
lation, Vol. I, Characteristics of the Population, 
Part 1, United States Summary, table 46. 

form of interpolation provided a series of figures 
for single years of age which is consistent with the 
5-year age totals and shows a smooth transition 
from one age group to the next. In order to provide 
a smooth juncture between the figures for single 
years of age based on births for ages 21 to 24 and 
those obtained by mathematical interpolation for 
ages 30 and over, the figures for single years of age 
for the 25-to-29 year age group were derived by 
averaging the results of the two methods. The 
procedure involved splicing the two series over the 
five ages by applying shifting pairs of comple
mentary weights to the original pairs of estimates, 
each series of weights forming a linear pro
greSSion. 

Data for the Negro population by single years of 
age and sex are not available from the 1960 Census 
and data by 5-year age groups are available only 
from the 25-percent sample. Therefore, the 25-
percent sample data for Negroes were used as the 
base population and were adjusted in proportion to 
complete-count data for nonwhites by 5-year age 
groups to improve the distribution by age. Con
version of the 5-year data to single years of age 
for the population 30 years and over for Negroes 
and for nonwhite was obtained by osculatory 
interpolation as described above. 

For ages under 30, the Negro population was 
obtained by applying the percent Negro to total 
nonwhite for single year-of-age data. The per
cent Negro of the total nonwhite population was 
available for 5-year age groups and was esti
mated for single ages by straight-line interpolation: 

Estimates of births and deaths.--The estimates 
of births and deaths are based on tabulations of 
vital statistics for the resident population made 
by the National Center for Health Statistics, U.S. 
Public Health Service. The estimates employed 
final tabulations of births and deaths through 
December 1965 and preliminary tabulations through 
June 1967. Births for whites and nonwhites were 
corrected for under-registration by factors 
determined by extending to subsequent years the 
results of the Birth Registration Test conducted 
by the Public Health Service and the Bureau of the 
Census in conjunction with the 1950 Census. No 
similar registration test was conducted in 1960. 
The percent completeness of birth registration for 
1966 was estimated provisionally to be 99.4 percent 
.for whites and 97.7 percent for nonwhites. Negro 
births \ were adjusted for underregistration by the 
factors for nonwhites. Since final births for 
Negroes are available only by calendar year, for 
fiscal year estimates they were prorated in 
proportion to the distribution of nonwhite births. 
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Table 2.-ESTIMATES OF THE TOTAL POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES INCLUDING ARMED FORCES OVERSEAS, BY AGE, RACE, AND SEX: 

JUL Y 1, 1966, 1965, AND 1964 

(Figures represent the sum of the total resident population and Armed Forces stationed outside the United States) 

All classes WhIte Nomlhite 

Negro 
Date.pnd age 

Total Total Male Female Total 
Total Male Female 

------~--. 

~-~'--
--_._---_._-

. _._-------- .. ~-~ . 

JULY 1, 1966 

All ages •••••••.•••.• 196,920,000 96,91,S',OOO 99,971,000 173,302,000 85,469,000 8'1,833,000 23,618,000 21,~8,OOO 10/1~~~OO 11,15<.,000 

Under 5 .......... , 19,811,000 10,112,000 9,699,000 16,583,000 8,486,000 8,097,000, 3,22$,000, 2,9;/,,000 l/tFl,.OOO 1/i-67,000 

Under year ...••...... 3,6:-1,000 1,863,000 1,781l,000 3,028,000 1,5/+9,000 1,~.79,OOO C23,00O 572,000 228,000 284,000 

1 year ...•.•........... 3,B!:':; ,000 1,964,000 1,889,000 3,212,000 1,641,000 1,571,000 64.1,000 587,000 295,000 292,000 

2 years ....•........... /1.,032, 000 2,061,000 1,971,000 3,380,000 1,732,000 1,648,000 653,000 598,000 301,000 296,000 

3 years .....•...•...... 4,099,000 2,093,000 2,006,000 3,41A,OOO 1,763,000 1,6Ell,000 65/t,000 597 ,000 301,000 297,000 

I, ............... /1-,176,000 2,132,000 2,045,000 3,519,000 1,8C1,OOO 1,718,000 657,000 600,000 , 302,000 298,000 

5 to years .•........ '" 20,8B,000 10,583,000 10,230,000 17,744,000 9,050,000 8,694,000 3,069,000' 2,805,000 1,/+01,000 1,405,000 

5 years ....•........... 4,272,000 2,lfW, 000 2,092,000 3,611,000 1,848,000 1,7('3,000 662,000 605,000 303,000 301,000 

6 yearo ................ /"J.ltl,OOO 2,10~ ,000 2,036,000 3, 52t, , 000 1,798,000 1,. 7~'6,OOO 618,000 558,000 279,000 280,000 

7 years .•.••........... 4,144,000 2,10:',000 2,0',1,000 3,537,0001 1,800,000 1,7)'7,000 607,000 552,000 274,000 278,000 

8 years .•.............. t~,134 ,000 2,101,000 2,033,000 3,543,000 1,805,000 1,738,000 591,000, 550,000 275; 000 275,000 

9 years ..............•. t,,121,000 2,093,000 2,_027,000 3,530,000 1,798,000 1,7:'\2,000 591,000 54.0,000 269,000 271,000 

10 to years ........... 19/1-16,000 9,866,000 9,5.!1.9,000 8,510,000 8,191,000 2,714,000 2,513,000 1,254,000 1,259,000 

10 .............. 4,016,000 2,0'"1-2,000 1,9'75,000 1,'154,000 1,687,000 576,000 533,000 266,000 267,000 

11 .............. 3,995,000 2,032,000 1,963,000 1,748,000 1,6'79,000 568,000 525,000 262,000 263,000 

12 years ........•...... .3,89'1,000 1,977,000 1,919,000 1,705,000 1,64(',000, 545,000 502,000 250,000 I 252,000 

13 years .•...•......... 3,823,000 1,9,\1,000 1,882,000 1,677,000 1,618,000 528,000 488,000, 243,000 2/+5,000 

11+ years ............... 3,685,000 1,874,000 1,810,000 1,626,000 1,561,000 497,000 465,000' 232,000 233,000 

15 to 1<) years ........... 17,897,000 9,093,000 8,804.,000 15,587,000- 7,938,000 7,650,000 2,310,OO? 2,130,000 1,063,000 1,067,000 

15 y,ears ...........••.. 3,593,000 1,827,000 1,766,000 3,096,000 1,578,00() 1,518,0~Q. 497,000 /-152,000 226,000 226,000 

~; ~::~:::::::::::::::: 
3,1t96,000 1,7'78,000 1,718,000 3,018,00J 1,539,000 1,tI.79,000 478,000 4<3,000 221,000 ,222,000 

3,525,000' 1,790,000 1,735,000 3,059,000 1,557,000 1,502,000 467,000 429,000 214,000 21:',000 

18 -gears .........•.•... 3,531,000 1,795,000 1,736,000 3,087,000 1,572,000 1,515,000 4<4,000 411,000 205,000 206,000 

19' years ... , .....•..... .3,752,000 1,903,000 1,849,000 3,328,000 1,692,000 1,636,000 42/"1-,000 394,000 196,000 198,000 

20 to 24 years •.•••.•.... 14,063,000 7,084,000 6,979,000 12,361,000 6,242,000 6,119,000 1,701,000 772,000 789,000 

20 years ........•.••.•. 2,790,000 1,410,000 1,380,000 2,441,000 1,237,000 1,204,000 350,000 160,000 163,000 

21· years .•..•.•..•..•.• 2,81!.. ,000 1,421,000 1,393,000 2,461,000 1,246,000 1,215,000 353,000 160,000 16.3,000 

22 years ..•..•.....•.•. 2,810,000 ~)'L,15,OOO 1,395,000 2,472,000 1,247,000 1,225,000 ,338,000. 155,000 158,000 

23 years ..••.••••..•••• 2,9$5,.000 1,500,00Q 1,485,000 2,642,000 1,331,000 1,311,000 343,000 154,000 157,000 

24 years .....•.•.... / .. 2,663,000 1,337,000 1,326,000 2,346,000' 1,181,000 1,165,000 317,000 144,000 148,000 

25 to 29 years •••••.•.... 11,633,000 5,784,000 5,84$,000 10,240,000 5,123,000 5,118,000 1,392,000 1,265,000 601,000 664,000 

25 years .•....••.•..... 2,457,000 1,230,000 1,228,000 2,164,000 1,087,000 1,076,000 294,000 26£,000 130,000 138,000 

26 years .••...••••..•.• 2,340,000 ~,164,000 1,177,000 2,059,000 1,030,000 1,029,000 281,000 256,000 122,000 134,000 

27 years ............... 2,320,000 1,150,000 1,170,000 2,043,000 1,019,000 1,024,000 277,000 252,000 119,000 D3,000 

28 years .•.••....•..... 2,292,000 1,137,000 1,155,000 2,018,000 I 1,007,000 1,OlD,000 274,000 242,000 117,000 131,000 

29 years ......•......••. 2,223,000 1,104,000 1,119,000 1,957,000 978,000 978,000 266,000 240,000 113,000 127,000 

30 to 34 years ..•..•..... 10,973,000 5,436 , 000 5,537,000 9,659,000 4,822 , °00 4,838,000 1,314,000 1,180,000 552,000 627,000 

30 years .••..•••••..••. 2,?OO,000 1,094,000 1,106,000 1,938,000 9'70,000 968,000 263,000 238,000 112,000 125,000 

31 years ....•....•.•.•• 2,201,000 1,091,000 1,110,000 1,938,000 967,000 970,000 263,000 237,000 111,000 126,000 

32 years: ...........•.. 2,141,000 1,060,000 1,082,000 1,885,000 940,000 94<,000 257,000 231,000 108,000 123,000 

33 years .••.....••..••. 2,188,000 1,0$2,000 1,105,000 1,925,000 960,000 96~,000 263,000 234,000 109,000 125,000 

34 years ..............• 2,243,000 1,109,000 1,134,000 1,975,000 984,000 991,000 268,000 239,000 111,000 127,000 

35 to 39 years .•.......•. 11,806,000 5,806,000 6,000,000 10,459,000 5,1$7,000 5,272,000 1,347,000 1,205,000 555,000 I 650,000 

40 to Me years •..•.•..... 12,443,000 6,065,000 6,378,000 11,117,000 5,445,000 5,672,000 1,326,000 ','OO,~ 1 
557,000 642,000 

45 to 49 years .•.•..•..•• 11,642,000 5,660,000 5,982,000 10,480,000 5,113,000 5,366,000 1,162,000 1,067,000 497,000 571,000 

50 to 54 years ....... , •.. 10,694,000 5,196,000 5,498,000 9,649,000 4,700,000 4,949,000 1,045,000 966,000 451,000 515,000 

55 to,' 59 years ...•.....•• 9,333,000 4 A9I+, 000 4,839,000 8,477,000 4,083,000 4,39/+,000 856,000 789,000 369,000 420,000 

60 to 64 years .•....•..•. \ 7,932,000 3,758,000 4,175,000 7,214,000 3,410,000 3,804,000 718,000 647,000 306,000 341,000 

65 to 69 years .••..•..... 6,383,000 2,906,000 3,476,000 5,887,000 2,673,000 3,214,000 496,000 Lf50,OOO 206,000 2/.3 ,000 

70 to 7tf years ........•.. 5,195,000 2,264,000 2,931,000 4,796,000 2,086,000 2,709,000 A.OO,OOO 372,000 163,000 209,000 

75 to 79 years ... , .....•. 3,692,000 1,566,000, 2,125,o0°1 3,420,000 1,445,000 1,975,000 272,000 "'=1 110,000 142,000 

80 to 84 years ..•••••••.• 2,076,000 847,000 1,229,000 1,915,000 774,000 1,141,000 161,000 150,000 66,000 84,000 

85 years and over .•....•. J., 119, 000 428,000: 691,000 1,013,000 382,000 631,000 I 106,000 101,000 43,000 58,000 

. Under 1 year ••....••...•. 3,651,000 1,863,000 1,788,000 3,028,000 1,549,000 1,479,000 623,000 572,000 288,000 284,000 

1 to 4 years ..•.... , ...•. 16,159,000 8,249,000 7,910,000 13,555,000 6,937,000 6,618,000 2,604,000 2,382,000 1,199,000 1,183,000 

5 to 13 years .•.••••.•••. 36,545,000 18,575,000 17,969,000 I 31,258,000 15,934,000 15,324,000 5,286,000 4,853,000 2/+22,000 2,431,000 

1t, to 17 years •.......•.. 14,299,000 7,269,000 7,029,000 12,359,000 6,299,000 6,060,000 1,939,000 1,790,000 8~/,,000 896,000 

18 to 21 years ........... 12,888,000 6,530,000 6,358,000 11,316,000 5,747,000 5,569,000 1,571,000 1,451,000 721,000 730,000 

14 years and over ......•• 140,565,000 68,262,000 72,303,000 125,461,000 6J.,050,000 64 ,tf12 , 000 15,104,000 13,801,000 6,545,000 7,256,000 

18 years and over .••....• 126,267,000 60,993,000 65,274,000 113 , 102 , 000 54,750,000 58,351,000 13,165,000 12,011,000 5,651,000 6,360,000 

21 years and over .....••• 116,193,000 55,884,000 60,309,000 10lt,246,OOO 50,249,000 53,997,000 11,947,000 10,883,000 5,089,000 5,793,000 

62 years and over ....•... 23,061,000 10,180,000 I 12,881,000 21,209,000 9,326,000 11,883,000 1,851,000 1,698,000 765,000 . 933,000 

65 years and over ...•...• 18,464,000 8,012,000 10/"1-53,000 17,030,000 7,361,000 9,670,000 1,tI.34,000 1,325,000 588,000 73? ,000 

Median age •••••.•• years .• 27.8 26.5 29.0 28.8 27.5 30.0 I 21.4 21.3 20,1 22.4 
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