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CURRENT POPULATION REPORTS

Special Studies

PROBABILITIES OF MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, AND REMARRIAGE

This report presents some of the data on marriage
history that were obtained in the 1967 Survey of
E conomic Opportunity. Table A illustrates the manner
in which the data may be interpreted. This table
shows the chances of remarriage for persons who were
in their first, second, etc., year after a divorce that
ended their first marriage.

second year. Thus, by the end of the second year of
divorce, about one-half of the men were remarried.
In the period 1950 to 1959, a similar proportion of
the divorced men had remarried by the end of the
fourth or early part of the fifth year of divorce.
Accordingly, there is some evidence that the prob-
abilities of remarriage in most early vyears of

divorce were lower in the 1950’'s than in the 1960’s.

A DI

In the period 1960 to 1966, about 3 out of 10 divorced
men remarried in the first year after divorce. Ap-
proximately one-fourth of those not remarried by the
end of the first year remarried by the end of the

Between 1960 and 1966, one in tour divorced women
remarried in the first year after divorce. By the end

Table A. Average Annual Probabilities of First Remarriage Aln Each Year of Divorce, for Persons Whose First Marriage
Was Ended by Divorce, by Sex, for the United States: 1960 to 1966 and 1950 to 1959

(Numbers in thousands)

Persons divorced at beginning of year of Persons divorced at beginning of year of
divorce--1960 to 1966 divorce--1950 to 1959
Men Women Men Women
Year of divorce
Remarried Remarried Remarried Remarried
Number per Number per Number per Number per
divorced 1,000 divorced 1,000 divorced 1,000 divorced 1,000
divorced divorced divorced divorced

Total...... 9,776 180 13,349 139 13,596 125 16,700 106
1st YeABr .cieeeecccccccscces 1,546 318 1,779 250 2,017 206 2,179 164
2Nd YyeAr.ceeeeooccccssoncnns 1,001 231 1,224 197 1,597 189 1,806 164
3rd yeBr.ceeoveesesccccccsnns 775 213 1,022 179 1,274 139 1,462 125
4th yeBr...eceeecoccoccssene 646 187 858 157 1,092 97 1,346 105
5th yeaAr.cceeeeeee 517 164 751 116 1,035 121 1,168 112
6th yeBr..ceeceoeesosoconcas 434 187 727 129 938 158 966 73
7th yeAr...cceeeeececsecsnse 402 198 624 161 755 73 911 81
8th ye8r.ceceeeoeececcsnsnns 388 56 521 83 631 75 823 75
9th yeBr.ceeecoeoecesoscssas 412 75 523 99 584 75 741 83
10th year.....c.cceeveeeeoense 405 146 474 b4 533 85 704 35
11th to 15th year........... 1,594 111 2,135 96 1,756 71 2,452 86
16th year and over.......... 1,657 130 2,713 90 1,220 76 2,144 75
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of the third year of divorce, one-half of the divorced
women were remarried. In the period 1950 to 1959, one
in six divorced women remarried in the first year of
divorce. By the end of the fifth year, one-half of the
women were remarried.

DEFINITION OF TERMS

Coverage. Tabulations were made for persons who
were 14 to 69 years of age at the survey date. Marriage
and divorce nearly always involve persons at ages
under 70, and nonresponse on the marriage questions
was greater for persons 70 years old and over than
for younger persons.

Marital status. The marital status classification
identifies four major categories for the purposes of
these tabulations: single (never married); married,
married once; divorced, married once; remarried,
married twice (previously divorced). These terms
refer to marital status in each year during the period
for which data were tabulated, as determined by
dates of changes in marital status.

Race. The population is divided into three racial
groups: white, Negro, and other races. Statistics on
race are presented in this report for all races, white.
and Negro.

Age. The age classification shows the age of the
person in completed years at the survey date.

Probabilities of first marriage by years of age. In
computing the probabilities of first marriage over a
group of years (1960 to 1966 or 1950 to 1959), a person
is included in the base as many times as he began
a calendar year within the period as a single person.
He is tabulated as being first married at his age as
of the beginning of the calendar year in which he
married.

Probabilities of divorce by years of first marriage.
A person is tabulated as married each of the years of
first marriage that he began as a married person in
the specified period (decade). A person who was first
married in 1947 and was still married at the survey
date began his lst through 3rd year of marriage in
the period 1940 to 1949, his 4th through 13th year
of marriage in the period 1950 to 1959, and his 14th
through 20th year in the period 1960 to 1966. If the
same personwasdivorced in 1962, after his anniversary,
he began only the 14ththrough the 16th year of marriage
in the period 1960 to 1966 and was recorded as being
divorced in the 16th year.

Probabilities of remarriage by years of divorce in
first marriage. The calculations are similar to those

for probabilities of divorce by years of first marriage.
except that remarriages after a given number of years
since divorce in first marriage are tabulated rather
than divorces after a given number of years in first
marriage.

Source of data. The estimates are based on data
obtained in the 1967 Survey of Economic Opportunity
that was sponsored by the Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity and conducted by the Bureau of the Census.
The sample was spread over 357 areas comprising
701 counties and independent cities with coverage in
each of the 50 States and the District of Columbia.
Approximately 28,000 occupied households were des-
ignated for interview. Of this number about 2,500 of
the occupied units were visited but interviews were
not obtained because the occupants were not found
at home after repeated calls or were unavailable for
some other reason. In addition to the 28,000, there
are also about 7,700 sample units which were visited
but were found to be vacant or otherwise not to be
interviewed.

The sample was selected so that there was a dis-
proportionately large sample of Negroes and persons of
other races. The weights applied to each sample case
were adjusted to reflectthis. The estimating procedure
used in this survey involved the inflation of the weighted
sample results to independent estimates of the civilian
noninstitutional population of the United States by age.
race, and sex. These independent estimates were based
on statistics from the 1960 Census of Population;
statistics of births, deaths, immigration, and em-
igration; and statistics on the strength of the Armed
Forces.

Reliability of the estimates. Since the estimates are
based on a sample, they may differ somewhat from
figures obtained if a complete census had been taken
using the same schedules, instructions, and enu-
merators. As in any survey work, the results are
subject to errors of response and of reporting as well
as being subject to sampling variability. For these
reasons, the user of the data may wish to average values
for two, three, or some other number of adjacent
rows in the tables.

A full statement of the reliability of the estimates
will be presented in a later report that will show detailed
tables by race and sex on the probabilities of marriage,
widowhood, divorce, and remarriage by age at entering
preceding marital status, education, income, and number
of children, and on marital status by number of times
married, by number of years since first marriage,
and education.
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