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ESTIMATES OF THE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
TO DECEMBER 1,1972 

The total population of the United States (in
cluding Armed Forces overseas) was about 
209,578,000 on December 1, 1972 according to 
estimates released today by the Bureau of the 
Census, Department of Commerce. This figure 
represents an increase of 1,642,OOO,or 0.8 percent, 
over the estimate for the corresponding month 
a year ago; and an increase of 139,000 over the 
previous month. The monthly gain was the result 
of a natural increase of 111,000 (excess of births 
over deaths), and an estimated net civilian im
migration of 28,000. (See chart below. Data are 
adjusted for number of days in the month, and 
are provisional after December 1968.) 

The December 1, 1972, total population repre
sents an increase of 5,243,000 over the population 
on April 1, 1970, the date of the census upon which 
these estimates are based. Estimates for the period 
since April 1, 1960 have been adjusted to be con
sistent with the official 1970 resident population 
count of 203,235,298. 

This report presents estimates for (1) the total 
population including Armed Forces overseas, (2) 
the total resident population, and (3) the civilian 
resident population, for selected months back to 
January 1, 1960. The population coverage shown 
by the Census Clock in the lobby of the Department 
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of Commerce includes, in addition to the total popu
lation including Armed Forces overseas, overseas 
civilian employees of the Federal Government, 
their dependents, and the dependenw of the Armed 
Forces overseas. On AprD 1, 1970, this population 
was 204,839,000. 

In addition to data from the decennial censuses, 
the estimates are based on statistics on birth and 
deaths provided by the National Center for [lcalth 
Statistics, U.S. Public Health Service; statistics 
on immigration provided by the Immigration and 

Naturalization Service. Department of justice; 
data on civilian citizens abroad provided by the 
Department of Defense and the Civil Service Com
mission; data on movement between Puerto H ico 
and the United States mainland provided by the 
Puerto Rico Planning Board; and data on the Armed 
1:;orces provided by the Department of Defense. 
Provisional estimates of net civilian immigration 
since July 1, 1971, arc based in part on immigrant 
visa statistics provided by the Bureau of Security 
and Consular Affairs, Department of State. For 
a complete discussion of the estimating procedure 
used in deriving these estimates, see Current Popu
lation g Series 1'-25, No. 481.---------

ESTIMATES OF THE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES, BY TYPE OF POPULATION: JANUARY 1, 1960 TO DECEMBER 1, 1972 

1, to 
oC year 

(In Lh(Jusands. Includes Alaska and Hawaii in all y,",arfJ. Eiltimll:tei3 for eaoh month from 
191i2 J are given in ===o:-'-7"=~-",",,~:,-,-,=~,,-c-7 .series P-25, No. !1,8J __ Estimates for 
to 1949 and for to ,January 1, 1960) are given in Current PopulatIoll Heports, 
Series P-25, No. 1+65) 

Date 

1972 

December 1 .......... .. 
November 1. ........ , .. 
October 1. ............. . 
September 1 ... " .....•.•. 
AUgl1St J .•.....•.•..•... 
Jul Y 1. ......•..... , •..• 

(June 1 ................. . 
1. .... , ..... , .. " ..• 

1 ................ . 
March 1 ....•.••..• ".,. 
february 1 ............•. 
Jan·ual'y 1 .............. . 

197J 

December 1.., ..•........ 
Novem~er l .... e ••••••••• 

October 1 •... , ..... , ... . 
Sept0'nbe:c 1.., .... , .... . 

1 ........ , ...... . 
L ................ , 

20rs 558 
208;439 
208,309 
208,200 
208,08/+ 

~lne 1 ........... ,., .. ,. 206,890 
~1ay L •••••• , ••• ,........ 206, 722 

1. .......•........ 
1. ............... , 

February 1 ............. . 
.J anuary L •••• " •••••••••• 

l')'70 

December 1 .......... , •.. 
NOIJc;mber L •..•• , ••.....• 
Oetober 1 ... , .....•..... 
Septem1J8l' 1 ...... ~ ..... . 
A~~ust 1 ............... , 
Ja_ly 1 .......... , •...... 

~June l ............. <0 •••• 

May 1. ........... " .... . 
Apr:l1 1." .............. . 

206,55? 
206,38B 
2(]6,232 
2(6)0'73 

206,033 
20S,fl78 
20S,660 
205, /1·74 
20'),311 
2m,lS3 

Date Resident Civilian 
population population 

----~----- -----
19'10--0ontinued 

Mareh 1. ....... , ., ..... . 2(]J,032 200,839 
L ............ . 2(]2,g65 20(],662 

202,717 200,466 

1969 

1. ..... , ...... . 203,6'75 202, i,9,,- 200,236 
203,500 202,279 200,031 
2D3,J02 202,050 199,770 

September 1 .... " ...... w. 090 201,826 , 199,546 
1. ..•. , .. , ...... . 877 Sfn 199, :V~2 

1. •..••............ 677 201, 199,1/+5 

.)lme 1. ................ . 202,507 201,210 
May 1 ................. .. 202,331 201,0(,8 
Apr:l1 l. .............. " 202,161 200,fl87 
March 1 ................ . 202,023 20(],729 
Ji'eJ1TUar'y 1. .... , ...... '. 201,881 200,589 
.January L ..... " ...... . 201, '160 20(],1,98 

1960 TO 1968 

196H •...•....•.• 200,70(, 19'7, L):; 
1, J96fl ........ . 8m, 196,J59 
196'7 .... , ...... . '112 _?U 

19'7,'/36 ")55 
196,560 !~~:O 

195,53C) 1()/1<, 649 6-,3 

303 526 J 91 I~)O) 

529 512 
1')1,11,1 1.8'),11, I 
L89,9'n 
188, ';83 

1.963 ........ . 1Wi,2il/, 

1962 ........... . 6'/' 
1, :L962, ....• fJ2 
1')61 ......... . 
l, 19()1. ..... . 

1, l()SO ......... . 
1,1960 ... , ... ,. 

t, 1960 ..... _. _. ~'--__________ J _____________ ._""' ____________ _ 


