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CHARACTERISTICS OF AMERICAN YOUTH: 1972

INTRODUCTION

This report updates Current Population
Reports “Characteristics of American
Youth: 1971,” Series P-23, No. 40.
The young persons described in this
report--those 14 to 24 years old--were
born during a period of high birth rates
that followed the end of the Second World
War. Data are included on their numbers,
racial composition, school enrollment,
educational attainment, marital status,
family composition, fertility, migration,
voting behavior, labor force status, occu-
pation, and income.

POPULATION. American youth com-
prised 20 percent of the total population
of the United States on April 1, 1972.°
In 1960, young persons of this age had
comprised only 15 percent of the total
population. In absolute numbers, there
were 42.4 million persons 14 to 24 years
old in 1972, representing an increase of
15.2 million, or 56 percent, over the 27.1
million in 1960, This expansion resulted
in a younger average age of the population
in 1972 than in 1960 as indicated by the
decline in median age from 29.5 years
in 1960 to 28.0 years in 1972, The median
age reached a low of 27.9 in 1971, but
increased slightly since then because of
recent declines in fertility. The popu-
lation of high school age (14 to 17 years)
was 16.4 million in 1972, an increase of
3.3 million, or 47 percent, over the 1960
population, The population of the primary
ages of college attendance (18 to 2l years)
was 15,2 million in 1972, an increase of
3.8 million, or 61 percent, over the 1960
population of college age. Youth of Negro
and other races comprised a slightly
higher proportion of all persons of Negro

'Consistent with Current Population Re-
ports, Series P-25, No. 483.

and other races, 22 percent, thandid white
youth of all white persons, 20 percent,

The number of persons of high school
age (14 to 17 years old) will increase to
16.8 million in 1975 and then will decline
to 14.0 million in 1984, The college-age
population (18 to 21 years old) will reach
16.8 million by 1980 and will decline to
15.0 million by 1935.

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT. Amer-
ican youth during the 1960’s received a
more extensive education than did the
youth during the 1950’s. For instance,
among young adults who would have re-
cently completed their schooling (persons
25 to 29 years old), 82 percent of the
whites and 67 percent of persons of Negro
and other races were at least high school
graduates in 1972, as compared with 64
percent of the whites and 39 percent of
the persons of Negro and other races of
this age in 1960. High school graduates
were also more likely to have gone on to
college in 1972 than in 1960. In March
1972, among persons 20 to 24 years old
who had completed high school, 53 percent
of the men and 42 percent of the women
had completed some college, as compared
with 42 percent of the men and 33 percent
of the women 20 to 24 years old in 1960.

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT. The youth
of America were more likely to be en-
rolled in school in October 1972 than they
were in October 1960. The proportion of
young persons of high school age (14 to
17 years old) enrolled in school was 93
percent in 1972, as compared with 90
percent in 1960, Young Americans were
also staying in school longer in 1972 than
in 1960. For example, 46 percent of the
18-and 19-year olds were enrolled in
school in 1972 as compared with 38 per-
cent in 1960, The proportion of persons
20 to 24 years old enrolled in school
increased from 13 percent in 1960 to 22
percent in 1972,



Of the 40.9 million persons 14 to 24
years old in the civilian noninstitutional
population in October 1972, 16 percent
were enrolled in college, 39 percent
were enrolled below the college level, 7
percent had left school after completing
1 to 3 years of college, 23 percent had
left after completing high school, and 12
percent had dropped out of school without
completing high school.

~ The total number of students enrolled
in college in October 1972 was 8.3 million,
Of those, 727,000 or 9 percent of the total
college enrollment, were black college
students. The number of blacks enrolled
in college increased by 211 percent be-
tween 1964 and 1972. The students en-
rolled in college were receivingconsider-
ably higher education than had their
parents, Among white youths enrolled in
college who were living with their fam-
ilies,? 57 percent were from families
whose head had not completed any college.
Among Negro family members enrolled
in college, 78 percent were from families
whose head had not attended college,
including 56 percent whose head was not
a high school graduate, in October 1971.

The likelihood that a young person will
attend college is directly related to the
income of his family, In October 1971,
among families who had members of
college age (18 to 24 years old) and whose
family income was $15,000 or over, 59
percent had a member attending college
as a full-time student. Among families
with members of college age whose family
income was under $3,000, about 14 percent
had a member enrolled full-time in
college.?

There were more college students 14
to 24 years old in 1971 living with their
parents or relatives than there were
living in college housing--about 40 percent
were living with their parentsor relatives

2Relatives of the household head, ex-
cluding persons who are married, spouse
present.

and 29 percent were living in college
housing. Smaller proportions were living
in their own household or had other living
arrangements. Moreover, college stu-
dents were less likely to be living in college
housing in 1971 than they were in 1966;
although the proportion living with their
parents or relatives did not change signif-
icantly between the 2 years.

VOTING. Contrary to some expecta-
tions, young Americans of voting age did
not vote to the same extent as did older
persons. In the November 1972 Pres-
idential election, only about SO percent
of the persons 18 to 24 years old reported
that they had voted, as compared with
66 percent of the persons 25 years old
and over, Of the 11 million newly en-
franchised 18- to 20-year olds, about 6.4
million or 58 percent reported that they
were registered to vote, and 5.3 million
or 48 percent reported that they voted.

White youths under 25 years old were
more likely to report that they voted than
were Negro youths, 52 percent compared
to 35 percent., Reportedregistrationrates
were also higher among white youths
than among Negro youths: 61 percent and
48 percent, respectively.

MIGRATION. American youth are a
very mobile group. In the 12 month in-
terval between March 1970 and March
1971, 10.5 million young Americans 14
to 24 years old moved to a new address.
This constituted 26 percent of the age
group compared with 14 percent of per-
sons 25 years old and over. Those 14 to
17 years old, who were most likely to be
enrolled in high school and living with
their parents, were least likely to have

~

moved--12 percent, Those 22 to 24years
old were the most mobile--44 percent of
the persons of this age moved between

1970 and 1971,

MARITAL STATUS AND FAMILY
STATUS. Young men and women were
more likely to be single in 1972 than
were those in the comparable age group
in 1960. Among young persons 18 to 24
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years old in 1972, 48 percent of the
women and 68 percent of the men were
still single. In 1960, the comparable
proportions were 41 percent and 65 per-
cent, respectively. Only a small propor-
tion of persons of this age are divorced
or living away from their spouse because
of marital discord--1.9 percent of the
men and 4.8 percent of the womenin 1972,
Despite their great mobility, the youth
of America continue to live in families
(either their own or their parents). About
90 percent lived in families in 1972 and
less than 1 percent lived in group quarters.
About 28 percent of the men 18 to 24
years old were family heads and about
43 percent of the women were wives of
family heads.

FERTILITY., The average number of
births expected by wives 18 to 24 years
old declined from 2.4 to 2.3 between 1971
and 1972, and represented a continuation
of the downturn in the birth expections of
young wives, The corresponding figure
in 1967 was 2.9. Among young wives the
number of children varies by income and
education. For example, young women
15 to 24 years old living with their husband
with a family income in 1971 of $10,000
or more were likely to have fewer children
under S years old than were those women
whose family income was less than
$10,000. And among wives 22 to 24 years
old, those who had completed some college,
expected 2.2 births overall compared with
2.7 births expected by those who were
not high school graduates.

EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND OCCU-
PATION. Of the 9.1 million young men 20
to 24 years old in 1972, 74 percent were
in the civilian labor force, 12 percent
were in the Armed Forces, and 14 percent

were not in the labor force. Among the
employed men of this age 96 percent were
working in some nonagricultural industry
(including 12 percent who were working for
a local, State, or Federal government
agency) and 4 percent were agricultural
workers. Among the young women of this
age group, 59 percent were in the labor
force and 32 percent were not in the labor
force and were keeping house as their
major activity,

Teenagers, 16 and 17 years old, are
less likely to be in the labor force than
young persons 20 to 24 years old. How-
ever, 48 percent of men and 37 percent
of women in this age group were working
in the civilian labor force in 1972,

INCOME. Both young adult men and
adult women were likely to be income
recipients in 1971, About S8 percent of
young men 14 to 19 years old received
incomes in 1971; but only about 7 percent
were working year round full time and
only 38 percent had incomes of $1,000 or
more. Among persons 20 to 24 years
old, 94 percent of the men and 76 per-
cent of the women had incomes in 1971.
Twenty-two percent of the men had in-
comes of $7,000 or more as compared
with 7 percent of the women. The median
income in 1971 of young families whose
head was under 25 years old and a year-
round full-time civilian worker was
$8,822.

VETERAN STATUS. About 1.9 million
young men 20 to 24 years old have served
in the Armed Forces during the Vietnam
era, representing about one-third of all
men in the age group. About 92 percent
of these veterans were in the labor force
in October 1972.



Since 1960 the number of youths 14 to 24 years old in the United States has increased
from 27.1 million to 42.4 million, or by 56 percent. In 19/2, persons 14 to 24 years old
were 20 percent of the total population of the United States. In 1950 they were 16 percent

of the total population.

Table 1. TOTAL POPULATION AND PERSONS 14 TO 24 YEARS OLD: 1910 TO 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

Total 14 to 24 years old
Year population
Number Percent
1972, ... it tesceeesscacanans . 208,439 42,379 20.3
1971, ... ieiiineennans seescves ceeeen 206,557 41,662 20.2
1970, .. 000t eaceanerascasasnossacanns .e 204,335 40,285 19.7
1960, .. ..cieeeececensocccoscancesons 180,007 27,136 15.1
1950.......... . N cseenne . . 151,718 24,623 16.2
1940...... teec et eeerasce st eceoann 131,669 26,327 20.0
1930, .00 iiieiiicnnnnenns ceecceesssens 122,775 24,805 20,2
1920........ e eeseacscsscsssscnssnsens 105,711 20,754 19.6
1910 ... 00nune . sessccerscssanesns 91,972 19,969 21,7

Source: 1970, 1971, and 1972 consistent with Current Population Reports, Series

P-25, No. 483, 1910-1960--complete count census data.
1972 data include Armed Forces overseas.

years as of census date.

1950, 1960, 1970, 1971, and

1971 and 1972 data as of April 1, other

3
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Since 1960 the median age of the population of the United States has declined by a
year and a half--from 29.5 years to 28.0 years.

Table 2. MEDIAN AGE OF THE POPULATION: 1910 TO 1972

Year Median age
1972, . iiiiiiceneecossnnenssnocanns 28.0
B 27.9
1970, .. c0uieeeeccnsssssssncccnnnnne 28.0
1960, . 00cvrvececccccasscscsesncons 29,5
1950, ....0cicitrereoncecncnoncnnans 30.2
1940, .. .00 eieccncnaascnnsasnsone 29,0
1930, .. 0000 eececonrennacnnasasnane 26.5
1920, ...000000c0cessccnccnnsssssons 25.3
B 24.1

Source: 1970, 1971, and 1972 consistent with Current
Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 483. 1910-1960--com-
plete count census data. 1950, 1960, 1970, 1971, and 1972
data include Armed Forces overseas. 1971 and 1972 data as
of April 1, other years as of census date.




Among persons of Negro and other races, youths cogstitute a slightly larger proportion

of all ages than do white youths.

In 1972, 22 percent of all persons of Negro and other

races were 14 to 24 years old, whereas 20 percent of the white population were in this

age range.

Table 3. TOTAL POPULATION AND PERSONS 14 to 24 YEARS OLD, BY RACE: 1910 TO 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

White Negro and other races
Year 14 to 24 years old 14 to 24 years old
Total Total
Number Percent Number Percent
1972, .. iiiiennacnenenns 182,460 36,585 20.1 25,979 5,794 22.3
b X 7 181,021 36,094 19.9 25,537 5,568 21.8
1970, cieieeencnnccaanns 179,305 34,986 19.5 25,029 5,299 21.2
1960....0vivvvnveannnns 159,467 23,817 14.9 20,540 3,319 16.2
1950, .. cviverenecennnn 135,511 21,653 16.0 16,207 2,970 18.3
1940, .. vvivnenennonnns 118,215 23,429 19.8 13,454 2,898 21.5
1930, . .ivveeceacenennas 110,287 21,979 19.9 111,891 12,707 122.8
1920, ... cevvnerencnnnn 94,821 18,291 19.3 110,463 12,386 122.8
1910, . 0iieecvnonacanes 81,732 17,561 21,5 19,828 12,326 123.7

1Negro only.

Source:
No. 483.

include Armed Forces overseas.

census date.

1910-1960--complete count census data.
1971 and 1972 data as of April 1, other years as of

1970, 1971, and 1972, consistent with Current Population Reports, Series P-25,

1950, 1960, 1970, 1971, and 1972 data
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The number of persons of high school age (14 to 17 years old) has increased by
5.3 million and the number in the primary college ages (18 to 21 years old) has increased
by 5.8 million since 1960. This trend will continue for the next 5 to 10 years. The number
of high school age youths will reach a maximum of 16.8 million in 1975 and then begin to
decline and the number of college age youths will peak at 16.8 million in 1980 and then

begin to decline.

Table 4. PERSONS 14 TO 25 YEARS OLD, BY AGE, 1920 TO 1972 AND PROJECTIONS TO 1985

(In thousands)

Year 14 to 17 18 to 21 22 to 25

years old years old years old
1985 (projection).....ccvevveeeevecncnances 14,252 15,026 16,774
1984, .. ciiiiiieeiertentsecnscncnncnnnnans 14,001 15,608 16,899
1980. . .ciceiutrececnenresscascecoccocenans 15,516 16,819 16,652
1976. i ceeiiierereresecososncnncencosonnane 16,734 16,574 15,361
8 16,826 16,318 15,039
B 16,817 15,964 14,754
B 16,645 15,632 14,464
1972 (estimate)......cccvvevevercvccccncens 16,429 15,203 14,234
B 16,157 14,902 13,367
1970 (Census)...eeeoesoesccscoccecccocoons 15,844 14,613 12,631
1960. . cccuceeresensscsccoscsssennnoonsoses 11,162 9,440 8,711
1050, e erieteereceenscesccsocenrocsonnoas 8,473 8,998 9, 607
1940. . ccuuieeerioeescecascocscccnoncasooes 9,720 9,754 9,166
1930. .. ccneeseeescarocoscocccccccosonnnnss 9,341 9,027 8,523
1920, .0 iiieieuioreccennasansoeccnconsnnns 7,736 7,344 7,597

Source: 1973 to 1985 unpublished projection consistant
Series P-25, No. 493. 1970 to 1972 consistent with Current Population Reports, Series
P-25, No. 483. 1920 to 1960 complete count census data.

Forces overseas. 1971 and 1972 data as of April 1,

1973 to 1985 projections as of July 1,

with Current Population Reports,

1950 to 1972 data include Armed
1920 to 1970 data as of census date.



'There were more college students 14 to 24 years old in 1971 living with their parents’
or relatives than there were living in college housing--40 percent were living with their
parents or relatives and 29 percent were living in college housing. A smaller proportion
(18 percent) lived in their own household while 14 percent had other living arrangements.
College students 22 to 24 years old were less likely to be living in college housing or
with their parents or relatives than were younger students 14 to 19 years old; and yet,
one quarter of college students 22 to 24 years old were living with their parents or

relatives.

College students were less likely to be living in college housing in 1971 than they
were in 1966 (29 percent in 1971 comparedto 34 percent in 1966); whereas, the proportion
living with their parents or relatives did not change significantly between the two years
and the proportion living in their own household increased by about 4 percentage points.

Table 5. LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF COLLEGE STUDENTS 14 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY AGE:
OCTOBER 1971 AND 1966

(Numbers in thousands.

Civilian noninstitutional population)

Total,

Living arrangements 14 to 24 14 to 19 20 gnd 21 22 to 24
years old years old years old
years old
1971
Total enrolled....cccovcese 6,494 3,010 1,997 1,487
Total reporting living
arrangements.......ccc000000 6,222 2,863 1,943 1,416
Percent.......cco0000000e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
In own household.....coocveecaass 17.9 3.5 18.0 46.8
Living with parents or relatives, 39.7 50.2 34.6 25.5
Living in college housing........ 28.6 39.4 27.5 8.5
Other living arrangements........ 13.8 6.9 19.9 19.3
1966
Total enrolled......ceoee00e 5,074 2,645 1,465 964
Total reporting living

arrangements. ..c.ccoeececcoes 4,962 2,580 1,450 930
Percent......coccceveeene 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
In own household........ce0cvvene 13.9 2.5 12,2 48.3
Living with parents or relatives., 38.4 46.3 36.1 20.1
Living in college housing........ 34,3 42,1 34.0 13.3
Other living arrangements........ 13.4 9.2 17.9 18.4

Source:

Current Population Survey.
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Young adults are staying in school longer.

9

In October 1972, about 46 percent of

18- and 19-year olds were enrolled in school as compared with around four in ten in
1960 and about three in ten in 1950. Among persons 20 to 24 years old, 22 percent were
enrolled in school in October 1972 as compared with 13 percent in 1960 and 9 percent in

1950.

Table 6. SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF PERSONS 14 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY AGE: 1910 TO 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

14 to 17 18 and 19 20 to 24
Year and enrollment
years old years old years old
1972, total....oceececcccvccccocennsscnce 16,359 7,462 17,117
Number enrolled......cceeceeeeococcacse 15,267 3,458 3,692
Percent enrolled.....ccoccececcccossncs 93.3 46.3 21.6
1970, total.....vvvveaccaccnsasvaccnnnans 15,718 6,958 15,594
Number enrolled.......ccococceececccocs 14,796 3,322 3,359
Percent enrolled......cccceecevveccccone 94.1 47,7 21.5
1960, total...ciivereerococcssncaoacnnnns 11,341 4,733 10,330
Number enrolled......ceceeeveeccesccnes 10, 240 1,816 1,350
Percent enrolled......cceceececeavevcne 90.3 38.4 13.1
1950, tOtAl....ccveveeeoccncnocnnsnnccens 8,383 4,036 10,928
Number enrolled......ceeveeceesococsesns 6,988 1,199 1,001
Percent enrolled.......ccceveevevecccane 83.4 29.7 9.2
1940, total....ccceveecccaccoocccocacenne 9,720 5,019 11,588
Number enrolled......cccceeeeceeccccccs 7,709 1,449 761
Percent enrolled.......ccecv0v0c00c0cee 79.3 28.9 6.6
1930, total....cieveeecccoccccncovecnnnns 9,341 4,593 10,870
Number enrolled......cccevceccecoeccccns 6,826 1,165 801
Percent enrolledec..ccoceeccoccccccaces 73.1 25.4 7.4
1920, totBl....vveeccceococcnsosnsnccncns 7,736 3,741 9,277
Number enrolled.......ccoceeeeeccececcer 4,768 © 666 (NA)
Percent enrolled......ccececeeeecoccnces 61.6 17.8 (NA)
1910, totAl..ccieecscocvraceovoaccncsases 7,220 3,691 9,057
Number enrolled.....cceceecevcosccsscas 4,250 689 (NA)
Percent enrolled.....cceoeeeesceccances 58.9 18.7 (NA)

NA Not available.

Source:

1950-1972-~0October Current Population Survey data, civilian noninstitutional

population; 1910-1940--census data based on a complete count of the resident population.
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Over half (55 percent) of all persons 14 to 24 years old in the United States in October
1972 were enrolled in school or college. This included 6.6 million persons enrolled in
Since 1960, the total population 14 to
24 years old has increased by 55 percent, college enrollment by 132 percent, and enroll-
ment below the college level by 50 percent.

college and 15,9 million enrolled below college.

Table 7. SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF PERSONS 14 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY LEVEL: OCTOBER 1945

(Numbers in thousands.

TO OCTOBER 1972

Civilian noninstitutional population)

Total, In school
Year 14 to 24 Not in
years old Below In school
college college
1972, . i iieenieeinconioceanonsans 40,938 15,865 6,552 18,521
1971, .. .iiiieeecnnnnscsscasancnns 39,695 15,813 6,494 17,388
1970, .0 ieiieeeesnesecseasssonanse 38,270 15,413 6,065 16,795
1969, .. .ccvtieccescoccacssanconna 36,731 15,102 6,082 15,548
1960............ 26,404 10,589 2,820 12,995
1950, .00 icecceacsocsososaanncnnns 23,347 7,338 1,851 14,159
1945, ... 0ceeeeenreccccncscnannnne 19,980 7,430 730 11,820
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
1972, . 0iiiincinseenscconssnsaons 100.0 38.8 16.0 45.2
B 100.0 39.8 16.4 43.8
1970, .. 0ieeiieeronncscsnoeneennes 100.0 40.3 15.8 43.9
1969. . .ccvieecrccnnrocecacacnnnnns 100.0 41.1 16.6 42.3
1960, ..c0000eeencccccsscsacsncans 100.0 40.1 10.7 49.2
1950, . .0ceecnccecnaconcsasononnas 100.0 31.4 7.9 60.6
1945, ... .00eieenccnncanns cecvsonn 100.0 37.2 3.7 59.2
Source: Current Population Survey.
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College enrollment among Negroes has increased dramatically in the past several
years--from 234,000 in 1964 to 727,000 in 1972, an increase of 211 percent. In 1964,
Negroes comprised 5 percent of total college enrollment in the United States. In 1972,
they comprised 9 percent of all college enrollment,

Table 8. COLLEGE ENROLLMENT OF PERSONS 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD, BY RACE: OCTOBER 1972
AND OCTOBER 1964

(Numbers in thousands.

Civilian noninstitutional population)

Enrolled, 1972 Enrolled, 1964
Race
Number Percent Number Percent

All races.....cccccv0ceccccas 8,313 100.0 4,643 100.0
White@..cceeevroscosccconcoccnocsns 7,458 89.7 4,337 93.4
NeBrO...cceceeeococscconscscsossns 727 8.7 234 5.0
Other...cceoeescesccscssoscsccsanse 128 1.5 72 1.6

Source: Current Population Survey.
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Thirty-three percent of all persons in the primary ages of college attendance, 18 to
21 years old, were attending college in October 1972. Among whites of this age, 35
percent were enrolled in college and among Negroes of this age 22 percent were enrolled

in college.

Table 9. COLLEGE ENROLLMENT OF PERSONS 18 TO 21 YEARS OLD, BY RACE: OCTOBER 1972

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

Enrolled in college

Total,
Race 18 to 21
years old Number Percent
All racCeS..cc.cciereocncecsoscnceasse 14,417 4,796 33.3
White....ooveveneeernnnns cesencenssacsas 12,454 4,328 34.8
NEegro.....ca.. ceveccccanssrssssseeaaasas 1,805 397 22,0
Other....oveveeocensaccsssosseasonceconne 158 71 4.9
Spanish origint.....cvevivinrnnnnencens 791 130 16.4

1persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Source: Current Population Survey.
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There were 9.6 million persons 14 to 24 years old who were married and living with

their spouse in October 1971.

Among the men, 18 percent were enrolled in school, as

compared with 7 percent of the women. Among those of this age of “other marital status”
(mostly single) about two-thirds of the men and women were enrolled in school.

Table 10. ENROLLMENT STATUS OF PERSONS 14 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY MARITAL STATUS

(Numbers in thousands.

Civilian noninstitutional population)

AND SEX: OCTOBER 1971

Married, spouse present Other marital status?
Enrollment status and sex
Number Percent Number Percent

Both Bs@X€8...ccocccceccenes 9,572 100.0 30,123 100.0
Enrolled.....ccccoeceeeonnccnccce 1,049 11,0 20,096 66.7
Not enrolled.......ccceevevnncene 8,523 89.0 10,027 33.3
Male..ccoceeenvocasenscnnsone 3,548 100.0 15,642 100.0
Enrolled....cccoccccevo00scsccccns 636 17.9 10,553 67.5
Not enrolled.....c.ccceevvecocsnces 2,912 82.1 5,089 32.5
Pemale....cccceeeeccccoocsncns 6,024 100.0 14,479 100.0
Enrolled....ccoeeecceescccscccces 412 6.8 9,542 65.9
Not enrolled....ccocvececcccocane 5,612 93.2 4,937 34,1

1Conpr:l.sed of persons who were single, widowed, divorced or separated, or

persons with spouse absent.

Source:

Current Population Survey.

other married
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Men enrolled in college are more likely to be married than are women enrolled in
college. In 1971, 29 percent of the men 14 to 34 years old who were enrolled in college
were married and living with their wife compared with 19 percent of the women who

were married and living with their husband.

Table 11. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD ENROLLED IN COLLEGE BY AGE,
RACE, AND SEX: OCTOBER 1971

(Civilian noninstitutional population)

Male Female
Marital status and race Total, J 14 to 22 to | Total, 14 to 22 to
14 to 3 21 34 14 to 34 21 24
years years years years years years
ALL RACES
Total.eeeveveconcencooconsncsae 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0
Married, spouse present...ccececcees 29,2 6.3 57.0 19.0 7.6 48.6
Other marital statuS...ccccesoecoss 70.8 93.7 43,0 81.0 92.4 51.4
WHITE
Total.veeeerroceonconosocenncess 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Married, spouse preseént.scecesceccs 30.0 6.8 58.0 19.3 7.7 50.2
Other marital statuUSeeecececesssscees 70.0 93.2 42.0 80.7 92.3 49.8
NEGRO
Totaleeesosseoscsscosssecsscnnes 100.,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Married, spouse present...ccececeeces 21,5 2.4 48,3 14,2 5.5 34.0
Other marital statuS..ccscceccsccess 78.5 97.6 51.7 85.8 94.5 66.0

Source: Current Population Survey.
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College students who are married are more likely to be enrolled on a part-time basis
than are students of some other marital status. Among the men students 14 to 24 years
old who were married and living with their wife, 34 percent were enrolled on a part-time
basis as compared with 9 percent of those who were of some other marital status
(primarily single). Among women students of this age who were married and living with

their husband, 44 percent were enrolled part time.

Table 12. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 14 TO 24 YEARS OLD ENROLLED IN COLLEGE,
BY WHETHER ATTENDING FULL TIME AND SEX: OCTOBER 1971

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

Male Female ‘
Marital status Total Emf::ﬁed En;:ged Total En;:ﬁed En;:,l::ed
enrolled time time enrolled time time
Total enrolled......... 3,730 3,240 490 2,765 2,347 418
Married, spouse present...... 590 390 200 322 181 141
Other marital status......... 3,140 2,850 290 2,443 2,166 277
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
.Total enrolled.ccecccee 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Married, spouse present...... 15.8 12,0 40.8 11.6 7.7 33.7
Other marital status......... 84,2 88,0 59.2 88.4 92.3 66.3
. Total enrollede.ccceese 100.0 86,9 13.1 100.0 84.9 15.1
Married, spouse present...... 100.0 66.1 33.9 100.0 56.2 43.8
Other marital statuS.c.ee.oee. 100.0 90.8 9.2 100.0 88.7 11.3

Source:

Current Population Survey.
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Twenty-five percent of white persons 14 to 24 years old, and 42 percent of Negroes,
who were not enrolled in school in October 1971 had dropped out before completing high
school.

Table 13. PERSONS 14 TO 24 YEARS OLD NOT ENROLLED IN SCHOOL, BY YEARS OF
SCHOOL COMPLETED AND RACE: OCTOBER 1971

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

Years of school All races White Negro

completed Number |Percent | Number |Percent | Number | Percent

Total, not enrolled..c.ccceee 17,389 100.0| 14,992 100.0 2,218 100.0
Elementary: 8 years or less....... 1,380 7.9 1,071 7.1 278 12.5
High school: 1 to 3 yearsceececececeses 3,372 19.4 2,682 17.9 658 29,7
4 yearS.ceecceccoccane 8,971 51.6 7,838 52.3 1,058 47.7

College: 1 to 3 years.ccecececes 2,395 13.8 2,208 14,7 161 7.3
4 years Or MOT€...c... 1,271 7.3 1,195 8.0 64 2.9

Source: Current. Population Survey.
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Among persons 18 to 24 years old, those living outside metropolitan areas were more
likely than those living inside metropolitan areas to have dropped out of school before
graduating from high school--21 percent versus 15 percent. Within large metropolitan
areas (SMSA’s of 250,000 or more), those living in poverty areas were more likely than
those living outside poverty areas to be school dropouts--32 percent versus 12 percent.

Table 14. PERSONS 18 TO 24 YEARS OLD ENROLLED IN SCHOOL OR NOT A HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATE, BY RESIDENCE AND RACE: OCTOBER 1971

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

All races White Negro
. Not in Not in Not in
Residence Enrgiled school, not Enrgiled school, notf Enr:;led school, not
high school high school high school
school school school
graduate graduate graduate

United States.... 7,163 4,025 6,278 3,156 773 825
Metropolitan.....c.eee. 4,955 2,348 4,277 1,792 589 530
Nonmetropolitan........ 2,207 1,676 2,002 1,365 185 295
Metropolitan areas of

250,000 or more....... 4,267 1,952 3,682 1,467 501 459
In poverty areas..... 426 596 202 352 212 239
In nonpoverty areas.. 3,839 1,357 3,480 1,115 288 219

PERCENT?

United States.... 30.3 17.0 30.6 15.4 27.0 28,8
Metropolitan.seececcses 31.9 15.1 32.3 13.5 28.2 25.4
Nonmetropolitan........ 27.2 20.6 27,5 18.8 23,7 37.7
Metropolitan areas of .

250,000 or more....... 32.1 14,7 32,7 13,0 27 .4 25.1
In poverty areas..... 23,2 32,5 19.5 33.9 27.6 31,1
In nonpoverty areas.. 33.5 11.9 34.0 10.9 27.1 20.6

!percent based on all persons 18 to 24 years old in each residence and racial category.

Note: Students who temporarily live away from home while attending college are counted
as members of their parental family unless they are married and living with their spouse.
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College students today are receiving much more education than their parents a
generation ago. Among white family members enrolled in college in 1971, 57 percent
grew up in families in which the head had not completed any years of college, including
20 percent who were from families in which the head had not completed high school.
Among Negro family members enrolled in college, the corresponding proportions were
78 percent and 56 percent, respectively.

Table 15. FAMILY MEMBERS ENROLLED IN COLLEGE, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY
FAMILY HEAD: OCTOBER 1971

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population. Excludes persons in
families whose head is a member of the Armed Forces)

Whit Negro
Years of school completed All races e g

by family head

Number Percent | Number Percent | Number Percent

Total, family members enrolled

in collegelv..eeveeeececceeses| 5,096 100.0| 4,544 | 100.0 467 100.0
Less than 4 years of high school... 1,201 23.6 909 20.0 262 56.1
High school, 4 years.....cccocceees 1,811 35.5 1,678 36.9 101 21.8
College, 1 to 3 years.....ceceeceee 782 15.3 722 15.9 47 10.1
College, 4 years Or MOY€.eeccessese 1,300 25.5 1,233 27,1 55 11.8

lExcludes the family head and any other family members who are married, spouse present.

Source: Current Population Survey.
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About 43 percent of all persons 16 to 24 years old were enrolled in school in the fall
of 1971 and about 34 percent were employed and not in school.

Table 16. ENROLLMENT AND LABOR FORCE STATUS OF PERSONS 16 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY RACE:
OCTOBER 1971

(Numbers in thousands. Noninstitutional population)

Negro and
Enrollment and labor Total White other races
force status
Number Percent | Number Percent | Number Percent
Total, 16 to 24 years old.... 33,238 100.0 28,819 100.0 4,420 100.0
In SChOOl.veccoececacconcencasacncae 14,262 42.9 12,398 43.0 1,865 42,2
Not in school:

In Armed FOrceS..ceeececcocesccce 1,699 5.1 1,518 5.3 181 4,1
Employed’...ceeesecescessconcacss| 11,308 34.0| 9,948 34.5| 1,359 30.7
Unemployed®...oiesrecscnesscnsans 1,387 4.2 1,071 3.7 318 7.2
Not in labor forcel.............. 4,578 1308 3,880 1305 698 15-8

lcurrent Population Survey data tabulated for the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source: Current Popdlation Survey.
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College attendance is directly related tofamily income. Among families with members
of college age in 1971, 59 percentof those with incomes of $15,000 or more had a member
attending college full time as compared with about 14 percent of those with incomes

under $3,000,

Table 17. FAMILIES WITH MEMBERS 18 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY FULL-TIME COLLEGE
ATTENDANCE AND FAMILY INCOME: OCTOBER 1971

(Numbers in thousands, Civilian noninstitutional population)

Family income!

Total families
with members

With members in
college full time

18 to 24
years 0ld? Number Percent
TOtRl.ueeceeseooroococcococancasecas 9,644 3,692 38.3
Under $3,000....cc00ceucecsocncoccsncens 731 102 14.0
$3,000 t0 $4,999. .. 00ceeecrcnrnsoccnenen 935 202 21.6
$5,000 t0 $7,499. .. 00eereccncnccnccnsens 1,310 379 28.9
$7,500 to $9,999...c.cirrtircrccnncnocnes 1,448 485 33.5
$10,000 to $14,999......0cc00vnevnnnses. 2,382 1,004 42,1
$15,000 8N OVeTr...000ecoveocccccccscnss 2,129 1,255 58.9
» ? 9
Not reported.....cecceeescosccsceccoccsee 709 261 36.8

!Income for preceding 12 months.

2Excludes family members who are married, spouse present.

Source: Current Population Survey.
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Both young adult white persons and persons of Negro and other races have made
increases in their educational attainment. The percentage increase for persons of Negro
and other races has been especially dramatic. Overall, the proportion of young adults
25 to 29 years old who were at least high school graduates increased from 38 percent in
1940 to 80 percent in 1972,

Table 18. LEVEL OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 25 TO 29 YEARS OLD, BY RACE:
1940 TO 1972

Percent by level of school

completed
Year and race 4 years of 4 years of
high school college
or more or more

All races:
1972, ciceececcccnsccescccoassoscssssonsssscosss 79.8 19.0
1971, ciceeeoencecsocccoscccocscsscsscsssassannsne 77.2 16.9
1970. . 0eeeteocecoccsccsosscsccsscsssscccscccces 75.4 16.4
1969, cccoescesessossscscssssccsosssssnssssacss 74,7 16.0
1968, .c0cceeccccscscccsssscesososcsocscssanccscces 73.2 14,7
1967. .c0ccceececceccososccssncscscssscnnscscee 72,5 14.6
1964. . cceecevecccocccccssccssessscsscscccssans 69.2 12.8
1960, cccecevocccesacoccsccsasssssosossssccccses 60.7 11.1
1950, cc0cceeececcesceoccoosccoascscccasnansesns 51.7 7.7
1940, s 0 cecvecccecccscscceascsccsosssonssssansce 37.8 5.8

White:
1972, . 00eeseeaceccccescsscocsssscsssscncsenss 81.5 19.9
1971, ieveeecceveccccsocssccccosoosssnneccoss 79.5 17.9
1970, ceeeeeceoscosossososossssosssoscssssasssncs 77.8 17.3
1969. ceevcerocerssscssccecacsscsssscssoncnoss 77.0 17.0
1968. .ccctecescsesccccccccosssocsccnsoscooses 75.3 15.6
1967 . ccceceeoceceesscocccsoascosscsssasessace 74.8 15.5
1964. c0cvcvvcceocccesscccocsccsssoscsccosncsons | 72.1 13.6
1960-..-‘..0-l.OOl...I...O...‘...DI....O..U'O 63‘7 11'8
1950, ccvesececccscccsosccescsscscsoscccossasns 55,2 8.1
1940. coveeecsceocccocscocsocsscsosscscosscnsas 41,2 6.4

Negro and other races:

19”.....JO...J....l..............I.....O..'I 66-6 11.6
1971O.‘C.C.C.l'l'.‘.C..‘...“"C.....l."'.'. 60.5 9.5
1970, ccceeeeccccccsososcocscccoocosscscsconss 58.4 10.0
1969...l....O.'.......O..l..........'...lll.. 57.5 901
1968'..IO............'...I..............I.O.. 5706 7.9
1967...'I..‘.Q.............QQ............l..‘ 55.7 8'3
1964..00....'0..’.'.....O...'...I.....O...... 48.0 7.0
1960..............QC......‘........CC....O... 38l6 5.4
1950ll.D.......‘l.'...O......‘.‘l...l..'..l.' 23l4 2.8
1940...ccceccosccsccconssccscsssscssccacssncse 12,1 1.6

Source: 1972--March Current Population Survey data, noninstitutional resident popu-
lation, excluding members of the Armed Forces living in barracks. 1964-1971--March
Current Population Survey data, resident population, excluding members of the Armed
Forces living in barracks. 1940-1960--census data, resident population. 1940 census
data based on complete count; 1950 census data based on 20-percent sample; 1960 census
data based on 25-percent sample.
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The percent of young men and women who had gone on to college after completing their
high school education was about 10 percentage points higher in 1972 than in 1960, In
1972, 53 percent of the men 20 to 24 years old who were high school graduates had also
completed some college as compared with 42 percent in 1960, The comparable figures
for women were 42 percent in 1972 and 33 percent in 1960,

Table 19. HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 20 TO 24 YEARS OLD WHO HAVE COMPLETED 1 YEAR OF
COLLEGE OR MORE: 1960 TO 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

Total, Completed 1 year of
college or more
Year and sex high
school
graduates? Number Percent
MALE
1972, . cceeeressssesascscsscsasssssccnsas 6,875 3,663 53.3
R 6,373 3,398 53.3
1970, . ..ccececccscccocnssocccccsccanncnsss 5,774 3,028 52.4
1969...c0ccecescccccscscscsccccsnscsnsss 5,267 2,741 52.0
1968..00ceccecssscccccocscscsscccsscnsces 5,090 2,688 52.8
1965...0.0eeeccssccccccccccssscsscsccnsas 4,413 2,017 45.7
1960...cc00c0scceccoosccccscsscsccsccene 3,269 1,379 42,2
FEMALE
1972, i eveeoeccocscsocosccsssssessasnses 7,381 3,080 41.7
1971, . 00eeeccsoceccscoscsescscccsscsasesse 7,139 3,097 43.4
1970...c0ecereeccscsccoccosssssncnccncss 6,777 2,824 41,7
1969..cccccvescosccccocssscscscccsncssss 6,310 2,542 40.3
1968. . .cceececccccocrosccsccccncscsscocss 5,990 2,497 41.7
1965, cieeeececccrssccocncsoscsssccncnces 4,933 1,655 33.5
1960, 0ecrececsoecassoasscasssoscsonnscns 3,598 1,179 32.8

1persons who had completed 4 years of high school or some college.

Source: 1972--Current Population Survey data, noninstitutional resident population,
excluding members of the Armed Forces living in barracks. 1965-1971--March Current
Population Survey data, resident population, excluding members of the Armed Forces
living in barracks. 1960 census data based on a 25-percent sample of the resident
population.
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Young persons of voting age are not as likely to vote as are older persons. In the
1972 election, about SO percent of the 18- to 24-year olds reported that they had voted,
as compared with 66 percent of the population 25 years old and over. White youths were
more likely to report that they voted than were Negro youths, 52 percent compared to
35 percent.

Table 20. REPORTED VOTER PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS 18 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY AGE
AND RACE: NOVEMBER 1972 AND 1968

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

1972 1968
Race and age Pei;?ns Reported voting Pei;?ns Reported voting
voting Number | Percent voting Number | Percent
age age

All raceS..ccccecccescccsssssecss | 136,203 85,765 63.0| 116,535 78,964 67.8
18 to 20 years!....eeeeeecesccocens 11,022 5,318 48.3 432 144 33.3
21 t0 24 yearS..eeccesccccsccccccce 13,590 6,896 50.7| 11,170 5,707 51.1
25 years 8nd OVEr..cccoccecscccssss | 111,591 73,551 65.91 104,933 73,112 69.7
Whit@eeeeoooeesosocscnccecnscsse | 121,241 78,167 64.5| 104,521 72,213 69.1
18 to 20 years'....ceeeecerrcncccns 9,519 4,856 51.0 337 120 35.6
2] to 24 yeArS...cesccccccccssccsce 11,820 6,218 52.6 9,820 5,184 52.8
25 years and OVer..ceececcocccscccs 99,902 | 67,093 67.2 94,363 66,908 70.9
Negro.......o..-........o....... 13’494 7’033 52.1 10’935 6,300 57.6
18 to 20 years'...c.ceeeeccccccnnne 1,384 425 30.7 90 24 26,7
21 t0 24 yeBrS..cceecocecscsscscnne 1,610 615 38.2 1,255 488 38.9
25 years 8nd OVer'.ceeeecccccoccnces 10,500 5,993 57.1 9,591 5,788 60.3

lComprises the population 18 to 20 years old in Georgia and Kentucky, 19 and 20 years
in Alaska, and 20 years in Hawaii in 1968, and all persons in 1972,

Source: Current Population Survey.
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Young adults are highly mobile.

For example, about 44 percent of the population 22
to 24 years old moved between March 1970 and March 1971, Those 14 to 17 years
old, who were more likely to be enrolled in high school and living with their parents,
were least likely to have moved --87 percent were nonmovers.

Table 21. MOBILITY STATUS BETWEEN MARCH 1970 AND MARCH 1971 OF PERSONS 14 TO 24

(Numbers in thousands.

YEARS OLD, BY AGE

Armed Forces 1living in barracks)

Resident population, excluding members of the

Total, 14 to 18 and 20 and 22 to
Mobility status! 14 to 24 17 19 21 24

years years years years years
TOta8l.eeeeeoeccasccasocanses 39,832 16,023 7,215 6,415 10,179
MOVETB.eeoeeeecoecosscsasscacscnoss 10,540 1,998 1,713 2,368 4,461
NONMOVETrS.cessoecssssessosscscsces 28,621 13,966 5,450 3,875 5,330
Abroad on March 1, 1970...cc00c000 670 59 52 172 387

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Totaleceeeeocooooncccncscnsns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
MOVerS..ccecevsessocecscscsccccssce 26.5 12.5 23.7 36.9 43.8
NONmMOVers..cceeeoescsescoccscscscs 71.9 87.2 75.5 60.4 52.4
Abroad on March 1, 1970...cc0cc000 1.7 0.4 0.7 2,7 3.8

'Unmarried students who temporarily live away from home while attending college are
counted as members of their parental families and would not be counted as movers unless

their families had also moved.

Source:

Current Population Survey.
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Young white men and women are less likely to be single than young Negro men and
women.  Two-thirds of the white men and three-fourths of the Negro men 18 to 24
years old were single in March 1972. Among white women of this age 47 percent were
single as compared with 58 percent of the Negro women,

Table 22. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 18 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY RACE AND SEX: MARCH 1972

(Resident population, excluding members of the Armed Forces living in barracks
and inmates of institutions)

All races White Negro
Marital status
Male Female Male Female Male Female
Total.cecooeceoesseesthous,... 11,876 12,775 10,401 11,050 1,336 1,577
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Totaleseeeeosooocoocsoscncncnse 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Single.ccsescescocesoscssscscsccscce 67.6 48 .4 66.5 47,0 75.4 58.2
Married.cceccccccccsccccocccsconnes 31.5 49.4 32.6 50.8 23.9 40.1
Separated........................ 1.0 2.8 0.8 2.0 2.7 8.4
Other, spouse absent....cecceocee 0.7 1.7 0.7 1.6 0.6 2.0
Widowed. ccecoceesoocscocccocscsccne - 0.2 - 0.2 - 0.3
Divorced.ccecccecccccccccccoscccsccs 0.9 2.0 0.9 201 007 1.4

- Represents zero.

Source: Current Population Survey.
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The proportion single among women 18 to 24 years old increased from 41 percent in
1960 to 48 percent in 1972, Among men of this age, the percent single increased from
65 percent to 68 percent.

Table 23. PERCENT SINGLE OF PERSONS 18 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY AGE, RACE, AND SEX:
1972 AND 1960

Negro and
All races White other races
Age and sex

1972 1960 1972 1960 1972 1960
Male, 18 to 24 years old........ 67.6 64.9 66.5 64.4 75.0 67.8
18 years 0ld......cccc000c0000000000 95.6 94.6 95,2 94.5 98.4 94.7
19 years 01d.c.c.cecescoccescnccnnses 87.9 87.1 87.3 87.0 91.9 88.0
20 years Oldecececesccssccacssococcns 79.5 75.8 79.1 75.6 82,7 77.2
21 years Oldes.ccoetoceccscrocnccnse 67.9 63.4 66.2 63.0 77.7 66.4
22 years Oldecsececceccosscsccsocnnsce 58.2 51.6 58.0 51.1 60.0 55.8
23 years Oldeccecceccocsescsccocssonns 45.8 40.5 44.6 39.8 83.7 45.3
24 years Oldecececsccccvncoscecccncocnse 33.7 33,4 31.9 32,5 49.1 39.8
Female, 18 to 24 years old...... 48.4 40.5 47.0 39.7 57.8 45.6
18 years Old.....ceccoc00c0s000ceccs 83.0 75.6 82.0 75.5 89.0 76.4
19 years O1ld,...ceccecveavsocoscsosas 70.7 59.7 69.8 59.4 76.2 61.7
20 years Old.....ccece0ccesevsoncosns 59.0 46.0 58.6 45.2 61.9 51.4
21 years Oldecceccoceccscosscococccs 44,3 34.6 43.6 33.7 49.0 41.3
22 years Oldecccocessoscsscccssoccne 36.3 25.6 33.9 24.5 50.8 33.7
23 years Oldececesscscscceccsscsccnnse 25.3 19.4 23.3 18.3 40.2 27.0
24 years Oldeeiecccccoscossoccsssccns 17.4 15.7 15.8 14.6 29.4 23.3

Source: 1972--March Current Population Survey, resident population excluding members of
the Armed Forces living in barracks and immates of institutions: 1960--census data based
on 25-percent sample of the resident population.
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Ninety-nine percent of all noninstitutional young persons 18 to 24 years old lived in
households in 1971 and 91 percent were members of primary families. Twenty-nine
percent of the men were heads of their own families and 43 percent of the women were
wives of family heads. Negro men of this age were less likely than white men to head
their own family, Negro women were more likely than white women to be heads of families
and less likely to be wives of family heads.

Table 24. FAMILY STATUS OF PERSONS 18 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY RACE AND SEX: MARCH 1972

(Resident population, excluding members of the Armed Forces living in barracks and immates
of institutions)

All races White Negro

Family status
Male Female Male Female Male Female

Total persons, 18 to 24
years old..........thousands.. | 11,876 | 12,775 | 10,401 | 11,050 1,336 1,577

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Total persons, 18 to 24

years Oldee.ccecceocccosoncccoccs 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

In primary familieS.eccccvcccosccen 89.2 91.8 89.1 91.4 90.6 94.3
Head of familyeeeoceoceooeancoons 28.5 4.1 29.8 2.7 19.1 13.7
Wife Of headec.coececcccsecnencns (x) 42.9 (x) 45.4 (x) 26,2
In subfamilieSeeccceccccescccsacne 2.0 3.6 1.7 3.0 3.9 7.4
Others in primary families....... 58.7 41,2 57.5 40.3 67.7 47.0
In secondal'y familieSeeceeccvccccccce 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 - 1,0
Primary individualS....c.ceccccecee 5.8 4.4 5.9 4,6 5.1 3.2
Secondary individualS.....ccoc0c00ec0 4.8 3.5 4.8 3.8 4.3 1.6
In householdS.ccesoscceoecccsccese 4,2 3.2 4.3 3.5 3.4 1.6
In group quarters.....ecceecceoeee 0.6 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.8 -

- Represents zero. X Not applicable.

Source: Current Population Survey.
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The average number of births expected by wives 18 to 24 years old declined from
2.4 to 2.3 between 1971 and 1972, and represented a continuation of the downturn in the
birth expecations of young wives. The corresponding figure in 1967 was 2.9.

Table 25. AVERAGE NUMBER OF BIRTHS TO DATE AND TOTAL BIRTHS EXPECTED FOR WIVES

18 TO 24 YEARS OLD REPORTING ON EXPECTATIONS, BY AGE: 1965 TO 1972

All races White Negro
Year Total Total Total
tB 1': hts births tB:r dta'lz births tBoir dtah:; births
o date expected expected expected

1972..............'.... 0.9 2.3 0.9 2.2 1l3 2.4
1971 .ceeeccecosccccccce 1.0 2.4 0.9 2.4 1.4 2.6
1967cccevccsscsssscencs 1.2 2.9 1.1 2.9 1.8 2.8
1965.ccce0ccccccsccccnne (NA) (NA) 1.3 3.1 (NA) (NA)

NA Not available.

Source:

Current Population Survey.
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Among wives 18 to 24 years old, fertility level varies by educational level--wives with
less than a high school education have had more children than wives with some college
education. However, wives with some college education expect more additional children
than wives with less than high school.

Total births expected by wives 18 and 19 years old and 20 and 21 years old do not
vary significantly by educational attainment because the higher fertility to date of the
wives with lower educational levels is offset by their lower future birth expectations.

For wives 22 to 24 years old, those at the higher educational levels expect more
additional births but fewer births overall than those with less education.

‘Table 26. BIRTHS TO DATE, ADDITIONAL BIRTHS EXPECTED, AND TOTAL BIRTHS EXPECTED PER
1,000 WIVES 18 TO 24 YEARS OLD REPORTING ON EXPECTATIONS, BY AGE AND EDUCATIONAL
ATTAINMENT, FOR THE NONINSTITUTIONAL POPULATION: 1972

Additional births
ted Percent
Births expec Total of
Age and educational
to births expected
attainment In all
date In 5 expected | fertility
future
years completed
years
18 TO 24 YEARS
3 2 N 928 951 1,327 2,255 41.1
Less than high school, 4 years....ecc.. 1,568 671 892 2,460 63.7
High s8chooOl, 4 years..c.ceeeeeccccocccscs 881 987 1,327 2,208 39.9
College, 1 year Or MOr€..cceccecsscconss 438 1,130 1,737 2,175 20.1
18 AND 19 YEARS
TOot8leceesssosessosscccssosnccnccnse 608 1,%0 1’621 2,229 27.3
Less than high school, 4 years...cecee. 942 969 1,308 2,251 41.9
High school, 4 yearS..ceecececcsocccccs 386 1,174 1,851 2,236 17.3
College, 1 YEeAT O MOT€..cocesecscvccss (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)
20 AND 21 YEARS
Total.............................. 721 1,025 1,489 2,210 32.6
Less than high school, 4 years....ecce. 1,411 679 896 2,308 61.2
High school’ 4 yealrsS.ceceocccceccccocccee 625 1,123 1,562 2,187 28.6
College, 1 year Or MOYe€...cceecesescses 260 1,116 1,921 2,181 11.9
22 TO 24 YEARS
Tota]...............-oo.o........... 1,098 891 1’184 2,282 48.1
Less than high school, 4 years...eccee. 2,004 500 658 2,662 75.3
High school’ 4years...........-o.--... 1’122 876 1,090 2,212 50.7
College, 1 year Or MOY€.ceoceccssccccns 503 1,157 1,677 2,181 55.3

B Base less than 75,000.

Source: Current Population Survey.
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Overall for every 1,000 young women 15 to 24 years old who were married and
living with an employed husband there were 808 own children under S years old. But
young married women of this age whose husband was employed as a professional, tech-
nical, and kindred worker had fewer than the average (613 per 1,000),

Table 27. OCCUPATION OF EMPLOYED HUSBAND AND FAMILY INCOME IN 1971 OF WOMEN 15 TO 24
YEARSOLD, BY NUMBER OF OWN CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD: MARCH 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

Children under
Women 1
married 5 years old
Subject 4
husband
Per 1,000
present Number 2
women
X - 0 P 5,917 4,663 788
MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF
EMPLOYED HUSBAND
TOtal.iueeecoescescesccososscccrsccncccscnss 5,014 4,051 808
Professional, technical, and kindred workers,.. 658 403 613
Managers and administrators, except farm,...... 396 257 649
SaleS WOTKerS,.eceeesecscsesssssnssscsssscscecs 297 203 684
Clerical and kindred WOrkers....eeeceoevceeeccse 362 245 676
Craftsmen and kindred WOrkersS...ceeececececscscoes 1,149 1,055 918
Operatives, including transport workers....e... 1,284 1,154 899
Laborers, except farM...ccceeececcesscscscccnas 440 388 882
Farmers and farm managersS....eecseseeocseccccscs 62 61 (B)
Farm laborers and foremen,.,ceescecsccccoccsose 83 74 897
Service workers, including private household.,. 283 209 738
FAMILY INCOME IN 1971
TOtal.seesoesoseonscescccsassccacsosanascns 2100.0 2100.0 788
Under $2,000, .. 000000ersseccsasocscscanssccnns 3.2 2.8 701
$2,000 t0 $2,999. . cc0erncrscrccacacccscacccans 3.7 3.1 656
$3,000 t0 $3,999. .. 0cciecrcrccercccscossccnsans 5.9 6.6 879
$4,000 to $4,999..coo.o-o'ooco.oo-ooo"cooo-o-o 7.3 7.5 817
$5,000 t0 $6,999. . 00cecrcssscassecccssscocsncas 17.7 19,5 867
$7,000 to $9,999.o.ocooo.oooonoooooonoo.co.o.oo 28,0 3103 881
$10,000 and over..'..."......'........"..."' 3402 29.1 671
B Base less than 75,000,
Ichildren living with their mother, 2percent distribution; absolute numbers not

available,
Source: Current Population Survey.
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The ratio of own children under 5 years old to ever-married women 15 to 24 years
old has declined by 24 percent since 1960. The decline has been greatest among the
better educated women, but has occurred at all educational levels.

Table 28. CHARACTERISTICS OF EVER-MARRIED WOMEN, 15 TO 24 YEARS OLD BY NUMBER
OF OWN CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD: MARCH 1972 AND APRIL 1960

Children under 5 per 1,000

1

Years of school completed women ever married
and labor force status Percent change
)

1972 1960 1960 to 1972
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED
Total...................-........ 792 1,047 -24-4
Elementary: 8 years or less.,....... 1,183 1,221 -3.1
High school: 1 to 3 yearS...cecececes 1,037 1,181 -12.2
4 yearsOOOQOQQOOOOCODOO 793 987 -1907
College: 1 to 3 years..eecccocees 557 781 -28,7
4}’931'5................ 219 484 "54.8
LABOR FORCE STATUS

TOtaIOOOOQC............00........ 792 1,M7 -24.4
mbor force.......0......0........0.. 509 612 -16.8
Not in labor force....ccceecececcccecs 1,055 1,256 -16.0

IChildren 1living with their mother,

Source: 1972--Current Population Survey, noninstitutional population. 1960--census
data based on a 5-percent sample of the total population, .
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Among young men 20to 24 yearsold in 1972, 73 percent were in the civilian labor force,
12 percent were in the Armed Forces, and 14 percent were not in the labor force. Most
of those not in the labor force were attending school or college.

Table 29. EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF PERSONS 16 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY AGE AND SEX: 1972

(Civilian noninstitutional population. Annual average data)

Male Female
Employment status 16 and 18 and 20 to 16 and 18 and 20 to
17 19 24 17 19 24

years years years years years years

Total population....thousands.. 4,092 3,911 9,075 3,970 3,815 9,030
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Total populationN...cccecccccecs 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0
In 1abor force.ceciececcccccccccsone 48.3 72.0 85,9 36.6 55.6 59.1
In Armed FOrceS.esececccsccocesnse 0.8 7.8 12,1 - 0.2 0.2
In civilian labor force€.cceceeceee 47 .5 64.3 73.8 36.6 55.4 58.9
Employed...cceeeescccoseccnssne 38.8 55.3 67.0 29.7 46.9 53.4
Unemployed..cecececocecccscsncoe 8.7 9.0 6.8 6.9 8.4 5.5
Not in 1abor force.....ecceceeceeese 51.7 28.0 14,1 63.4 44 .4 40.9
Keeping houS€.....oceveesecsccsce 0.3 0.2 0.1 6.8 16,1 31.7
Going to schoOl.cecseesseloecanann 42.6 22,0 10.0 47.5 23.4 7.2
Unable tO WOrKee.coeeseoocsocaces 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.2 0.3 0.2
Other reasSoONS....ceceeeecccscccccoe 8.7 5.4 3.4 8.9 4.6 1.8

- Represents zero.

Source: Current Population Survey.
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Among employed men 20 to 24 years old in 1972, the vast majority (94 percent) were
wage and salary workers in nonagricultural industries. Only 4 percent of the employed
men of this age were in agricultural industries, but 12 percent of the employed men
16 and 17 years old were working in agricultural industries.

Table 30. EMPLOYED PERSONS 16 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY CLASS OF WORKER, AGE, AND SEX: 1971

(Civilian noninstitutional population.

Annual average data)

Male Female
Class of worker 16 and 18 and 20 to 16 and 18 and 20 to
17 19 - 24 17 19 24

years years years years years years

Total employed......thousands.. 1,589 2,161 6,076 1,181 1,791 4,818
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Total employed.....coeeeececess 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Nonagricultural industries......... 87.8 93.3 95.9 96 .4 98.3 99.1
Wage and salary workers.cceccecoe 85.0 91.8 93.6 94 .4 97 .2 97.1
Private household workers...... 4.4 0.8 0.3 20,0 4.3 1.8
Govement.....‘..‘............ 605 7.2 11.9 8.2 11.4 1902
otherO.....O.........C.......Q. 7401 83'8 81.4 66.2 8105 76.2
Self-e‘mployed.................... 1.8 1.0 2.2 1.4 0.8 1.8
Unpaid family workers............ 100 0.5 0'1 0.6 0.3 0.3
Agricultural industrieseccccccccecse 12.2 6.7 4.1 3.6 1.7 0.9

Source: Current Population Survey.
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A majority of young men workers under 25 years old are employed in blue-collar
occupations, whereas a majority of women workers of this age are employed in white-
collar occupations. Those 20 to 24 years old, whether men or women, are more likely to
be white-collar workers than are those 16 to 19 years old,

Table 31. EMPLOYED PERSONS 16 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY OCCUPATION GROUP, AGE, AND SEX: 1971

(Civilian noninstitutional population.

Annual average data)

Male Female
Occupation 16 to 20 to 16 to 20 to
19 24 19 24
years years years years
Total employed.seseeececses.q.thousands.. 3,750 6,076 2,972 4,818
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Total employedscccecscesoscscccsosscsssnse 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
White-collar WOrKer'Seeooossocssccosssassscsscs 16.9 32.3 51.7 70.8
Professional and technical.ecececoccoscsccsnscs 2,7 11.5 3.0 16,0
Managers and administrators exc. farmeeecec. 1.4 5.8 0.5 1.9
SaleS WOrKerS.ecesececcssscesssssesssasascsne 6.1 5.8 11.8 5.8
Clerical and kindred.eecescesscecosccacsace 6.8 9.1 36.5 47.0
Blue~c0llar WOrKerS.ceceeseossessacsscecccncs 56.0 55.9 10.8 11.6
Craftsmen and kindrede..scececcecesscoscccse 8.7 19.4 0.5 0.8
Operatives, incl. transSpescscssscesccsscsco 22.2 24.4 8.7 10.0
Laborers, except farm.cccesceccccsoccscecesns 25.1 12,0 1.5 0.8
Service WOrkerS.eccoevseeoescecsscsscssscsssen 19.2 8.5 35.4 17.1
Private household woOrkerS.ceeeeeoesceevcsscs 0.3 0.1 10.5 1.8
Service workers, except private household.. 18.9 8.4 24.9 15.3
Farm wWOrKkerS.ceeceososesescccscsssssosscsssccsss 7-9 3.4 2.1 0.6
Farmers and farm mManagersSececscccscscsscosccs 0.4 0.9 (z) (z)
Farm laborers and foremeNeceecesccssscssecee 7.5 2.5 2.0 0.6

Z Less than 0.05.

Source: Current Population Survey.
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Fifty-eight percent of the young men 14 to 19 years old and 48 percent of the women
had incomes in 1971, However, for 62 percent of the men and 68 percent of the women
with incomes the incomes were under $1,000. Among those 20 to 24 years old, 94 percent
of the men and 76 percent of the women had incomes, The median for men of this age
was $4,132 and for women $2,623.

Table 32. TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1971 OF PERSONS 14 TO 24 YEARS OLD, BY SEX

Excludes inmates

(Persons 14 to 24 years old as of March 1972,
of institutions and members of the Armed Forces living in barracks)

Male Female
Total money income 14 to 20 to 14 to 20 to
19 24 19 24
years years years years

Number of personS...cececeecec.ee...thousands.. 11,870 8,247 11,791 8,992

Number of persons with income.....thousands.. 6,885 7,762 5,647 6,866

Percent..................C..CCC....C... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Under $1,0001-.aooo.oo..oco.oooo-o.--oooooooo 62.1 12,6 68.0 22.8

$1,000 to $1’999...............C....l......l. 18.4 11.9 17.6 17.9

$2’000 to $2,999..0..o.0o-ooooc.o.oo..c.ooooo 9.0 12.1 7.2 13.5

33’000 to $3,999..o.coc.co-coocoooooooooooooo 5.1 11.9 3.3 11.3

$4,000 to $4)999......'...l.................. 2.0 11.1 2.1 12.7

35,000 tO $5’999....0.000000..0....0!..0....‘ 1.7 10.1 1.0 808

%,000 to %,999.....0................C...‘.. 0.8 8.1 0.3 507

$7,000 and OVEreeooosoceovooscsscsccccscsncsncsossse 0.9 22.1 0.3 703

Median inCOME.ssesccrecscrsssescsss.dollars.. 685 4,132 491 2,623

Mean incComME.ccceececssscccccccsssss.dollars.. 1,163 4,508 932 3,093
Year-round full-time workers:

Percent of total excluding Armed ForcesS.... 6.6 39.1 5.6 32.9

Median inCOME.cesseccceccccecsssessdollars.. 3’669 6,674 3’497 5,180

Mean inCOme........................dollars.. 3’680 6’643 3,343 5,228

lincluding loss.

Source:

Current Population Survey.
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About one-half of all family heads 14to 24 years old was a year round full-time worker

in 1971, Among these families, the median income was $8,822.

Table 33. FAMILIES WITH HEAD 14 TO 24 YEARS OLD AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS 14 TO 24
YEARS OLD, BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1971

(Families and unrelated individuals as of March 1972.

Excludes inmates of

institutions and members of the Armed Forces living in barracks)

Families Unrelated
Total money income with head individuals

14 to 24 14 to 24

years old years old
NUMbEr.cocsecesccocecascssnsseccesssssthousands.. 3,993 2,374
Percent.cceccescecsccccccccscccccsccccccccnnne 100.0 100.0
Under $1,000...ceceeeccrescoccsaccscsconssocasens 3.1 21.4
$1,000 to $1,999.ccctcecececnccssesecccaconnnnoas 5.2 14.5
$2,000 to $2,999.c.ccrciecerrrcrcccrcsonrcsannans 6.5 13.1
$3,000 to $3,999.cccctcecccccccccccsoccccsccncnns 8.3 12.6
$4,000 to $4,999. .00 tececcceasscccacnccncacannne 8.8 10.3
$5,000 tO $5,999.cccctterccrcaracascracasccsncns 9.9 9.6
$6,000 t0 $6,999.ccceterecrcncrenctrsnsasasscncns 9.0 5.1
$7,000 to $7,999 0 ccceccecccccccccccccccsoceaccene 10.0 4.9
$8,000 to $8,999. . ucetctnrcrncecrassccacacncncns 7.2 3.5
$9,000 t0 $9,999: . ettt rtctvsccascrconcccccnosos 8.5 1.6
$10,000 and OVEr....ceesecossocscccscsssonsasaane 23.5 3.3
Median income....c..ccceceeescsecacsss..dollars.. 6,909 3,057
Mean income.....cececc0ce0e0cccececescss.dollars.. 7,270 3,542

Head year-round full-time worker:

Percent of total excluding Armed ForcesS........ 49.7 30.1
Median income.....ceccceccsecesesessss.dollars.. 8,822 5,841
Mean income.....cccccececcsccceccesse.dollars.. 9,115 6,035

Source: Current Population Survey.
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!ewoﬂf;f’
About 4.0 million, or 13 percent, of all persons 14 to 21 years old were below the low-
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income level in 1971,

About 53 percent of low-income white persons in this age group

were in families headed by men, while about the same proportion of young Negroes were in
families with a woman as head (52 percent). About 20 percent of young white persons were
living alone or with nonrelatives as compared to only 6 percent for poor Negroes in this

age group.

The poverty rates in 1971 for persons 14 to 21 years old varied considerably by race
ad by sex of the family head. About 8 percent of young persons in families with a male
head were below the low-income level as compared to 34 percent for such persons in
families headed by a woman. YoungNegroes were nearly three times as likely to be poor
s young whites. About one-half of all unrelated individuals 14 to 21 years old were below

the low -income level.

Table 34. PERSONS 14 TO 21 YEARS OLD BELOW THE LOW-INCOME LEVEL IN 1971 BY RACE AND

SEX OF HEAD

Age, sex, and

Number below

low=income level

Percent below

low-income level

family status
All White Negro All Whi te Negro
races races

Total, 14 to 21 years.... 4,033 2,652 1,322 13.2 10.1 33.6
Percentecececscecaccoes 100.0 100.0 100.0 (xX) (x) (X)
In familieS.eeeeueeoeeeconnss 84.6 79.9 94.4 11.6 8.4 32.7
With male head.eeeeeeceoess 49.4 53.2 42 .4 7.9 6.3 22.6
With female head...eeeeeooe 35.1 26.6 51.9 34.2 25.6 51.5
Unrelated individualSe.eso... 15.4 20.1 5.7 53.2 51.7 64.7
Male..eeiiieeenenrneceancnns 7.4 9.4 3.2 49.1 47.8 (B)
L 8.0 10.7 2.5 57.7 55.8 (B)

B Base less than 75,000.

Source: Current Population

X Not applicable.

Survey.
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About 1.9 million youngmen 20to 24 years old in the civilian noninstitutional population
have served inthe Armed Forces duringthe Vietnam era. This represents about one-third
of all men in the age group. Ninety-two percent of Vietnam era veterans were in the labor
force compared to 86 percent of the total age group 20 to 24 years old.

Table 35. LABOR FORCE STATUS AND EMPLOYMENT STATUS FOR ALL MALES AND VIETNAM
ERA VETERANS 20 TO 24 YEARS-OLD: 1972

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population third quarter average)

Labor force status and
employment status

Total,
20 to 24

Vietnam era veterans

Percent of

years old Number total
TOotal.uioeeeersocoensocoscncacns 6,113 1,913 31.3
In labor force..cceeecececsccecccnccscs 5,276 1,752 33.2
Percenticeecescccccocacasonsce 86.3 91.6 x)
Employed..ceceececeeccccoscccnsscons 4,869 1,581 32.5
Unemployede.ceceeeceeeosocssoccocanes 407 171 42.0
Unemployment ratel...ceeceeescees 7.7 9.7 (X)
Not in labor force..c.cceecececoccses. 837 161 19.2

X Not applicable.

1The seasonally adjusted unemployment rates were 8.2 for the total age group and

10.7 for Vietnam era veterans.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics.



SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF THE ESTIMATES

Source of data., The data for this report--
much of which were published previously-- are
based largely on results obtained in the March
1972 and October 1972 Current Population Survey
{CPS) conducted by the Bureau of the Census,
Some data were also obtained from other Current
Population Surveys and the decennial censuses of
the population, In most cases, estimatesfor 1910
through 1960 (10 year intervals) are based on the
corresponding decennial census for that year.

The present Current Population Survey sample
is spread over 461 areas comprising 923 counties
and independent cities with coverage in each of the
50 States and the District of Columbia. Approxi-
mately 47,000 occupied housing units are eligible
for interview each month. Of this number, 2,000
occupied units, on the average, are visited but
interviews are not obtained because the occupants
are not found at home after repeated calls or are
unavailable for some other reason. In additionto
the 47,000, there are also about 8,000 sample units
in an average month which are visited but are
found to be vacant or otherwise not to be inter-
viewed.

Data collected in January 1967 through July
1972 in the CPS were based on a sample spread
over 449 areas comprising 863 counties and in-
dependent cities with coverage in each of the 50
States and the District of Columbia. Approxi-
mately 47,000 occupied housing units were cligible
for interview each month. From May 1956 through
1966 approximately 35,000 occupied housing units
were eligible for interview each month, Approxi-
mately 21,000 households were eligible for inter-
view each month in samples taken before May
1956,

The estimating procedure used in the CPS in-
volves the inflation of weighted sample results to
independent estimates of the civilian noninstitu-
tional population of the United States by age, race,
and sex. These independent estimatesare based on
statistics from the previous decennial census of
population; statistics of births, deaths, immigra-
tion and emigration; and statistics onthe strength
of the Armed Forces.

Reliability of the estimates. Estimates based
on a sample may differ somewhat from the figures
obtained if a complete census had been takenusing
the same schedules, instructions, and enumer-
ators. As in any survey work, the results are
subject to errors of response and of reporting as
well as being subject to sampling variability,

The standard error is primarily a measure of
sampling variability; that is, of the variations that
occur by chance because a sample rather than the
whole of the population is surveyed. The standard
error also partially measures the effect of re-
sponse and enumeration errors but does not meas-
ure any systematic biases in the data. The
chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate
differs from a complete census figure by less than
the standard error. The chances are about 90
out of 100 that this difference would be less than
1.6 times the standard error, and thechancesare
about 95 out of 100 that the difference would be
less than twice the standard error.

All statements of comparison appearing in the
text are significant at a 1.6 standard error level
or better. Most are significant atalevel of more
than 2.0 standard errors. Thus, for most differ-
ences cited in the text, the estimated diffcrence
is greater than twice the standard error of the
difference. Statements of comparison qualified
in some way (e.g., by use of the phrase “some
evidence”) have a level of significance between 1.6
and 2.0 standard errors.

The data in this report drawn from the com-
plete counts of the 1960 or earlier decennial
censuses have no sampling error. Other data
from these censuscs are based on tabulations of a
sample of the returns inthe census and, therefore,
have some sampling error. However, thesc
samples are so large that one cantreatthe sam-
pling errors for this data as negligible,

It should be noted that data obtained from the
CPS and the data obtained from the 1960 or earlier
deccnnial censuses are not entirely comparable.
This is due in large part to differences in inter-
viewer experience and trainingand inthe differing
survey processes. Thisaccounts for anadditional
component of error not reflected in the standard
error tables, Therefore, caution should be used in
comparing results between these different
sources.

Tables of standard errors for estimates and
percentages for characteristics pertaining to
total or white population (Tables A and C) and to
Negro and other races (Tables B and D) are pre-
sented below,

Table E presents factors which are to be
applied to the figures in tables A, B, C, and D,
to produce standard errors for the various subject
matter areas. For example, to produce approxi-
mate standard errors for total or white estimates

39.
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for a “low income” subject based ondata collected
in the CPS after January 1967, multiply the
appropriate figure in tables A or C by the factor
1.1 for families or 2.2 for persons.

Table A. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers,
Total or White Population

(68 chances out of 100)

Size of Standard Size of Standard
estimate error estimate error
25,000...... 7,000 | 2,500,000.. 71,000
50,000...... 10,000 | 5,000, 000. . 100,000
100,000..... 14,000 | 10,000, 000. 138,000
250,000..... 23,000 | 25,000,000. 204,000
500,000..... 32,000 | 50,000, 000. 253,000

1,000,000... 45,000

The figures presented in all standard error
tables are approximations to the standard errors
of the various estimates shown in this report. In
order to derive standard errors that would be
applicable to a wide variety of items and could be
prepared at a moderate cost, a number of approxi-
mations were required. As a result, thetables of
standard errors provide an indicationof the order
of magnitude of the standard errors rather than the
precise standard error for any specific item.

The reliability of an estimated percentage,
computed by using sample data for both numerator
and denominator, depends upon both the size of the
percentage and the size of the total upon which the
percentage is based. Estimated percentages are
relatively more reliable than the corresponding
estimates of the numerators of the percentages,
particularly if the percentages are 50 percent or
more.

Table B. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers,
Negro and Other Races
(68 chances out of 100)

Size of Standard Size of Standard
estimate error estimate error
10,000......- 5,000 | 250,000.... 26,000
25,000...... 8,000 | 500,000.... 37,000
35,000...... 10,000} 1,000,000.. 51,000
50,000...... 12,000 | 2,500,000.. 76,000
75,000...... 14,000 | 5,000,000.. 96,000
100,000..... 17,000 | 10,000,000, 96,000

[llustration of the use of tables of standard
errors. Table 20 of this report shows that
6,896,000 persons, 21 to 24 years old, reported

Table C. Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages, Total or White Population
(68 chances out of 100)

Estimated Base of percentage (thousands)
ercentage
P & 100 250 500 1,000 | 2,500 | 5,000 | 10,000 { 25,000 | 50,000 | 100,000
2 or 98...... 2.0 1.3 0.9 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1
5 or 95...... 3.1 2.0 1.4 1.0 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.1
10 or 90..... 4.3 2.7 1.9 1.4 0.9 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.1
25 or 75..... 6.2 3.9 2.8 2.0 1.2 0.9 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.2
50ceeeeresnns 7.2 4.5 3.2 2.3 1.4 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.2
Table D. Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages, Negro and Other Races
(68 chances out of 100)
Base of percentage (thousands)
Estimated
percentage 50 100 250 500 1,000 2,500 5,000 | 10,000
2 0r 98.cccccecccaccccs 3.3 2.3 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.2
5 Or 95..cccecccccennse 5.1 3.6 1.6 1.2 0.7 0.5 0.4
10 or 90...ccecoeeceans 7.1 5.0 2.2 1.6 1.0 0.7 0.5
25 OF 75ccecvccssccccne 10.2 7.2 3.2 2.3 1.4 1.0 0.7
50 11.8 8.4 3.7 2.6 1.7 1.2 0.8




voting in the November 1972 elections. Table A
shows the standard error on an estimate of this
size to be approximately 114,000. Table E shows
the factor for voting data is 1.4, Multiplying the
114,000 by this factor (114,000 x 1.4 =160,000)
produces an approximation to the standard error

on the estimate.

160,000,
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The chances are 68 out of 100
that the ¢stimate would have been a figure differing
from a complete census figure by less than

The chances are 95 out of 100 that the

estimate would have been afigurediffering froma
complete census figure by less than 320,000,

Table E. Factors To Be Applied to Tables A, B, C, and D for the Different Types of Data

CPS data collected

CPS data collected

CPS data collected

Type of datal Jan. 1967 to present May 1956 to Dec. 1966 prior to May 1956
Persons Families Persons Families Persons Families
Educational attainment.... 1.0 - 1.2 - 1.6 -
Marital statuS.....ccece. 0.9 0.7 1.1 0. 1.4 1.1
Family composition,...... 0.9 0.7 - - - -
MobilityZeeeeeerrnnenaans 1.9 - - - - -
VOtingo.eeeovoeoocnccscnnsss 1.4 - 1.7 - 2.2 -
Labor force status....... 0.9 - 1.1 - 1.4 -
OCCUPATiONe.escerosesanns 0.9 - - - - -
INCOME.se e ovncerennnacans 1.1 1.1 1.6 1.6 2.0 2.0
Low income......iec0uvun 2.2 1.1 - - - -

- Represents zero.

lEstimated totals for age, sex, race groups and complete census data have no sampling errors.
*Use 1.7 for estimates less than 5,000,000.

Table F. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers of Persons Enrolled in School,
Total or White Population

(Numbers in thousands)

Estimated

Total persons in age, sex group

number of

persons 100 250 500 1,000 | 2,500 | 5,000 |10,000 |25,000 |50,000 | 100,000
10ieeeeeanass 4.4 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5
2000 0ceiens 6.0 6.3 6.3 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4
300ceececans. 6.9 7.6 7.7 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.8 7.8
1 7.4 8.6 8.8 8.9 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.0
50iecacannans 7.5 9.5 9.8 10.0 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1
75t eienaanns 6.5 10.9 11.9 12.1 12.3 12.3 12.4 12.4 12.4 12.4
100, .0 cuannes - 11.6 13.4 13.9 14.1 14.2 14.3 14.3 14.3 14.3
200, 000enns - 9.5 16.0 19.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0
300....0eenns - - 16.0 22,0 24,0 24,0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0
400.....uenns - - 13.0 23.0 27.0 28,0 28.0 28.0 29,0 29.0
500.c.cueeen. - - - 24.0 30.0 31.0 32.0 32.0 32.0 32.0
7500 0ecceees - - - 21.0 34.0 38.0 38.0' 39.0 39.0 39.0
1,000........ - - - - 37.0 42,0 44.0 45.0 45.0 45.0
2,000.......0 - - - - 30.0 52.0 60.0 63.0 63.0 64.0
3,000 ....u0. - - - - - 52.0 69.0 76.0 77.0 78.0
4,000...0.0.. - - - - - 42.0| 74.0 86.0 88.0 89.0
5,000........ - - - - - - 75.0 95.0 98.0 100.0
7,500 00 0cane - - - - - - 65.0 | 109.0| 119.0 121.0
10,000....... - - - - - - -1l 1e,0| 134.0 139.0
20,000....... - - - - - - - 95,0 | 164.0 190.0
30,000....... - - - - - - - -| 1e4.0 217.0
40.000....... - - - - - - - -| 134.0 232.0
50,000, . ... - - - - - - - - - 237.0
75,000, .. ... - - - - - - - - - 205.0

- Represents zero.











