








PREFACE

This report was planned and prepared by Nampeo D.R. McKenney, Special Assistant on Racial Statistics,
Population Division, with the assistance of Olga V. Fonville, Patricia A. Johnson, Virginia H. Williams, and Gloria J.
Porter. General direction was provided by Meyer Zitter, Chief, and Charles Johnson, Assistant Chief of Population
Division. The chapter on Employment was developed in the Division of Economic Studies of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics by Harvey R. Hamel, assisted by Claudia O. Ellis, under the general direction of Robert L. Stein, Chief.

Sandra L. Parker, Margy Schooley, and Paul H. Tomlin, with the assistance of several other staff members of the
Statistical Methods Division, conducted the sampling review of the report. Professional assistance was provided by
Patricia M. Berman, clerical assistance by Veronica Arehart and June Cowles, and editorial assistance by Vivian Brown
of Population Division. Many individuals within the Publications Services Division made significant contributions in
the areas of publication planning and design, editorial review, composition, and printing procurement. Special
acknowledgment is due to other staff members of the Bureau of the Census who assisted in various phases of the
report.

Appreciation is expressed to the personnel of several government and private agencies who contributed data
willingly and with outstanding judgement. The agencies are Civil Service Commission (Manpower Statistics Division),
National Center for Health Statistics of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and the Joint Center for
Political Studies.



NOTE

In the tables of this report, the terms “Black™ or “Negro” are used interchangeably. In the textual discussion,
however, the term “Black” is used exclusively.

The term “Negro and other races” describes persons of all races other than white and is used (in both text and
table) whenever data for blacks alone are not available over the period of time shown. Generally, statistics for the
national population of Negro and other races reflect the condition of the black population, since about 90 percent of
the population of Negro and other races is black.
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The Social and Economic Status of the Black Population, 1973

INTRODUCTION

A statistical description of the current social and
economic status of black Americans is presented in this
report, which is the seventh in a series on the subject.
The particular focus of this report is on the changes
which have occurred in the 1970’s in population
distribution, income, education, employment, family
composition, health, voting, and other major aspects of
life. Comparisons are made with the mid- and late
1960’s. Comparable data on blacks are not always
available so the time period used varies in the report;
however, the most current data available are always
presented.

Generally, to date, the 1970’s have been character-
ized by a mixed pattern of development as compared
with the 1960’s, the decade when major social and
economic advances were made by blacks. Blacks have
shown continued progress in education and the acquisi-
tion of elected officies. In other areas, such as income,
the picture is particularly mixed with significant re-
gional and family status variation, although the overall
income ratio between black and white families has
declined.

Population

The black resident population was approximately
23.7 million in April 1973 and had increased by an
estimated 1.1 million persons since 1970. Net immigra-
tion from abroad, which played an insignificant role in
the growth of the black population during most of the
twentieth century, has contributed considerably to its
growth in recent years. However, natural increase,
despite declining birth rates among blacks, was still the
major factor accounting for the increase in the black
population.

Blacks have continued to be concentrated in the
central cities of metropolitan areas. By 1973, 6 out of
10 black persons were residents of a central city.

Income

The median income in 1973 was $7,270 for black
‘amilies and $12,600 for white families. The upgrading
of the income levels of black families which was
associated with the narrowing income gap which oc-
curred in the 1960’s was not as evident within the last
four years. From 1969 to 1973, the median income of
black families (in constant 1973 dollars) did not grow,
after an appreciable increase during the preceding
four-year period. On the other hand, white families
showed gains in the median levels for both periods.

In the time period from 1965 to 1969, the propor-
tion of blacks at the lower end of the income
distribution (under $3,000) was markedly reduced while
the proportion at the upper end ($10,000 and over and
$15,000 and over) rose sharply. However, from 1969 to
1973, only modest gains (in constant dollars) were
observed in the proportions at the upper end, with no
significant change at the lower end.

The overall income position of black families relative
to white families, as measured by the income ratio, has
declined within recent years. The ratio of median family
income of blacks to whites has moved downward from
0.61 in 1969 to 0.58 in 1973, after a rise during the
period 1964 to 1969-70. Another measure of income
comparability, the index of income overlap, also showed
that there was no further narrowing of the income
differences between black and white families in the
1970’s.

Although the overall ratio declined between 1969 and
1973, the income ratio remained unchanged for male
headed families (regardless of labor force status of wife)
and the apparent increase in the ratio for female headed
families was not statistically significant. Thus, the
changes in the overall ratio reflect, in part, the changes
in the mix of the population, such as changes in the
proportion of husband-wife families with wives in the
paid labor force, the proportion of families headed by
women, the number of earners in a family, occupational
distribution, and work experience patterns. For ex-
ample, the proportion of black husband-wife families
with a working wife dropped between 1969 and 1973.
Also, the percentage of black families headed by
females, who generally have lower income, increased.
Additionally, the proportion of black families with two
or more earners dropped and consequently, in 1974, the
trend observed in the 1960’s was reversed; black families
now have proportionately fewer multiple earners than
white families.

Although the income differential between all black
and white families has widened, at least one segment of
the black community—the young husband-wife families
in the South, where both spouses were eamers—has
made substantial gains in narrowing the income gap. In
prior years, much attention was focused on the compar-
able families in the North and West who had reached
income equality with their white counterparts in the
1960’s. Now it appears that the young black husband-
wife families in the South have followed the pattern of
their counterparts in the North and West. Among the
young black husband-wife families in the South where
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both spouses were earners, the ratio of black to white
income increased from 0.72 in 1969 to 0.84 in 1972,
but still lagged behind the parity found in the North and
West. The working wife (and the number who worked
year-round) in the South was an important factor in
explaning the narrowing of this income differential.
Where the husband was the only eamer, the ratio of
0.70 in 1972 was not significantly different from 1969
level.

The earnings of young black and white wives in the
South were about the same ($3,400 in 1972), however a
higher proportion of black than white wives with
earnings participated in the labor force as year-round
workers in 1972 (50 and 42 percents, respectively). The
1972 proportion (50 percent) for black wives was a
sharp increase over the 1969 proportion. The young
black wives in the South made a larger contribution to
the family income than did their white counterparts.

Approximately 7.4 million blacks and 15.1 million
whites were below the low-income level in 1973. There
was some evidence that the number of low-income
blacks declined within the last year (1972 to 1973).
However, since 1969, the number of low-income blacks
has fluctuated within a narrow range; during the 1960’s,
a downward trend had prevailed.

The 1.5 million black families below the low-income
level in 1973 represented about 28 percent of all black
families. The 1973 number remained unchanged from
the 1972 level; the comparable group of white families
declined. Within this last year, also, the number of
low-income black families with a female head held
constant.

Over the last four years, the number of low-income
black families increased, however, their proportion of all
black families was about the same in 1973 as in 1969.

Labor Force and Employment

The employment situation for blacks in the 1970’s
has tended to change in line with the overall trends of
the economy.

The total labor force of Negro and other races
totaled about 10 million in 1973, a moderate increase
over the 1972 level. Since 1970, the number of Negro
and other races and whites in the labor force have grown
at about the same rate, continuing the growth experi-
enced during the 1960 decade.

Trends in labor force praticipation rates have changed
over the past 10-year period. Among Negro and other
races, the participation rate for men has declined in
nearly every age group; among the women, sharp
increases have occurred for those 20 to 34 years old.

Increases for white women in all age groups, except the
oldest, have been striking.

The 1973 unemployment rates for Negro and other
races and whites were 8.9 and 4.3 percent, respectively.
After declining for several years in the 1960’s, the
jobless rates for Negro and other races began to rise in
1970. Consistent with the recent economic recovery
which started in 1972 and comtinued throughout most
of 1973, jobless rates for Negro and other races and
whites declined at about the same rate between 1972
and 1973. However, the 1973 rate for Negro and other
races had not receded to its 1970 level, as it had for
whites.

Overall in 1973, Negro and other races were twice as
likely to be unemployed as whites—the unemployment
rate ratio was 2.1:1. Within the last 10 years, the ratio
has narrowed only during 1970 and 1971 when it was
1.8:1.

Jobless rates for blacks differ substantially by occu-
pation and by industry group. Unemployment rates
were significantly higher among blacks than among
whites in most occupation and industry groups. In
1973, among blacks working in white-collar jobs, sales
workers had the highest unemployment rates; among
blue-collar workers, nonfarm laborers and operatives
(other than transport equipment operatives) had the
highest rates. Unemployment rates for blacks were
generally higher in such industries as construction,
wholesale and retail trade; and lower in such industries
as finance, insurance and real estate, and transportation
and public utilities.

By 1973, about 9.1 million persons of Negro and
other races were employed, an increase over the 1972
level. From the beginning of the decade, total employ-
ment has increased at approximately the same rate for
both Negro and other races and whites.

The movement of Negro and other races into the
higher-paying jobs had slowed down somewhat in the
1970°’s compared to the 1960’s. The proportion of
Negro and other races in white-collar jobs was 31
percent in "1973, only a slight increase over the 1970
level (28 percent). In 1967, 23 percent had held such
jobs.

The annual earnings of black men working at year-
round full-time jobs averaged $7,300 in 1972, only 69
percent of those of white men—-$10,590.

In contrast to earnings patterns for black and white
men, the earnings levels of black women working at
year-round full-time jobs were closer to those of white
women. Overall, black women averaged $5,150 in 1972,
86 percent of the average earnings of white women.

y -

oy M sg P ey B

Ay r rw ms i W as 4



Education

Education is one of the areas in which blacks have
continued to show progress.

About 700,000 blacks were enrolled in college in
1973, up from the 1970 level. Black men have made
substantial gains in college attendance. By 1973, a
higher proportion of black men 18 to 24 years old than
women were enrolled in college (19 versus 14 percent).
In 1965, the rate was the same for both men and
women (10 percent).

The emphasis on achieving higher educational levels is
reflected in the increases in the proportions of young
blacks who are high school or college graduates. From
1970 to 1973, the proportion of black men (20 to 24
years) who were high school graduates increased sharply
to 70 percent, continuing the rise observed during the
period 1965 to 1970. Young black women also have
made educational gains over the last 8-year period. By
1973, about 8 percent of black adults 25 to 34 years old
had completed a college education. Despite these
continuing gains, the proportion of black adults com-
pleting high school or college was still well below that of
whites.

Family and Fertility

For several years, there has been an annual decline in
the proportion of black husband-wife families and a
concomitant increase in the proportion of black families
with a female head. However, between 1973 and 1974,
the proportion of black female heads showed no
statistically significant change. In 1974, about 34
percent of black families were headed by a women-a
rise from the 24 percent in 1965-the proportion of
husband-wife families declined from 73 to 62 percent
over the same period.

In 1973, black female heads of families were more
likely than their white counterparts to have children to
support, and of those with children, a larger proportion
of blacks than whites had 2 or more children.

The increase over the years in female headed families,
especially those with children, may have had some
effect upon other social and economic characteristics in
the black community. For example, the percentage of
black children living with both parents has dropped. In
the 1970’s, the proportion dropped sharply from 64 to
56 percent.

Black and white women have moved from the high
fertility levels experienced in the past to lower fertility
levels in the 1960’s and 1970’s. Between 1960 and 1970
(latest data available by race), total fertility rates have
declined at about the same rate for both Negro and
other races and white women. However, the total

fertility rate in 1970 of 3.10 children per black woman
was still substantially higher than that of 2.34 for whte
women.

The trend toward lower fertility levels for black
women was most noticeable among the younger cohorts
of women. For example, the black women 25 to 29
years old had borne 1.7 children by 1973; black women
of comparable ages in 1965 had given birth to 2.6
children by that date, a drop of 34 percent. Moreover,
the birth expectations of young black wives (18 to 24
years old) now closely resemble those of white wives
(2.3 children per woman).

Illegitimacy appears to have risen among black
women. For women first married in 1965 to 1969,
about 32 percent reported that they had a child before
marriage, compared to 19 percent for women first
married in the 1940 decade.

Women

Black women have made some important advances in
several areas since the mid- and late 1960’s; yet, much
remains to be achieved, for in most instances, black
women still lag behind white women. Gains have been
made in entering the white-collar occupations, in acquir-
ing public offices, and in achieving incomes more
comparable to those of white women. As noted in other
sections of the text, the health status of black women
has improved since the mid-1960’s and the proportion
who are high school or college graduates, and attending
college has increased. However, black women continue
to have high unemployment rates and still are heavily
overrepresented in the low-paying jobs. Moreover,
greater numbers :of black women have assumed the role
of family heads with children to support, and their
proportions are increasing among the poor.

Marked increases have been noted in the number of
black women elected to public office. Since 1969, the
number of black women holding public office has more
than doubled—from 131 to 337. Approximately 13
percent of all elected black officials were women in
1973, representing a small increase over the level 4 years
earlier.

For the first time, black women-three in fact-were
elected as Mayors; three Congresswomen joined the one
Congresswoman elected in 1968, and seven women won
State legislature seats.

Black women represented 22 percent of all women
working full-time as Federal employees in November
1973. The proportion of jobs held by black women
varied widely by the specific type of pay system. Black
women were generally underrepresented among women
in the higher level jobs in each pay system.



Health

The health status of black females has improved;
black males have not experienced similar improvements.
Between the period 1959-61 and 1971, 2.8 years were
added to the life expectancy at birth of females of
Negro and other races; virtually no change occurred
among males of Negro and other races. During this
period, differences in life expectancy between whites
and blacks were moderately reduced among the females,
but widened somewhat among the males.

Reductions occurred in age-specific death rates
among the females (between 15 and 64 years) due, in
part, to the decline in death rates (1965 to 1971) from
major cardivascular diseases—the leading cause of death.
Additionally, maternal mortality has reached very low
levels for women of Negro and other races—The rate was
below 1.0 per 1,000 live births in 1971.

Suicide, a low-ranking cause of death,among females
of Negro and other races increased from 1965 to 1971
(3.0 to 3.9 per 100,000 population).

Among males of Negro and other races, major
cardiovascular diseases, the primary cause of death,
declined over the period 1965 to 1971. Deaths from
malignant neoplasms together with accidents and
homicide—causes which were particularly high for males
of Negro and other races in 1971—rose over the six-year
period, undoubtedly contributing to the rise in age-
specific death rates observed for most age groups in this
male population.

Elected Officials

In the 1970’s sharp gains have been noted in the
number of blacks elected to public office. This is a
continuation of the trend which began in the 1960’s
subsequent to the Voting Rights Act, and vigorous voter
registration and education projects. There were 2,991
blacks holding public elected offices in 45 States and
the District of Columbia as of the end of March 1974 (5
States did not have black elected officials). This
represents an increase of 1,131, or 61 percent, since
1970. In 1974, the States having the largest number of
blacks holding office were Michigan, Mississippi, and
New York, respectively.

A marked increase also has been noted in the number
of black mayors—81 in 1970 and 108 in 1974. Although
most of the black mayors govern small towns and
communities, several are now holding office in some of
the nation’s largest cities—Atlanta, Cincinnati, Dayton,
Detroit, Gary, Los Angeles, Newark, and Raleigh.

Generally, black mayors were the chief administrators
in towns and places which are predominately black—in
61 of the 91 places for which racial data were available,

blacks were at least SO percent or more of the
population.

OTHER FEATURES AND NEW ITEMS

1. Food Stamps. Negro and other races families
comprised about 42 percent of the 2.8 million families
who reported they purchased food stamps in May 1973,
according to a sample survey conducted in June 1973.
In contrast to all families, families who received food
stamps, regardless of the race of the head, were more
likely to have a female head, to have lower incomes and
a greater proportion of large families (5 or more
members), and to receive public assistance income.

2. Low-Income Areas. Within metropolitan areas,
regardless of poverty status, a substantial proportion of
black families lived in low-income areas. About 46
percent of metropolitan black families above the low-
income level lived in poverty areas compared with 66
percent for those below the low-income level.

3. Purchase of Major Durables. During the 5-year
period, 1968 to 1972, black American households spent
an average of $2,654 on major durable goods—about 59
percent of the average expenditure reported by white
households. The highest average expenditure by both
blacks and whites was on new and used cars, the
costliest consumer durable covered in this Survey of
Consumer Buying Expectations. In general, for most
items in the survey, households headed by blacks
reported a lower percentage making purchases than
households headed by whites.

4. Black and White Children. Most black children
live with black parents and most white children live with
white parents. Of the 6.3 million black children living
with both parents, 68,000 were in families where only
one parent was black. In about two-thirds of these cases,
the mother was white and the father black. A relatively
small number (16,000) of black children were living in
homes where neither parent was black. These children
were probably adopted or foster children or the
offspring of a previous marriage where the other spouse
was black.

5. Single Women. Greater numbers of the young
black women (under 35 years old) are remaining single.
The percent of black women under 35 years who were
single increased from 41 percent in 1960 to 54 percent
in 1973. A similar situation occurred among white
women. For both races this is a shift away from the
trend observed during earlier periods (1940 to 1960).

6. Nonregistration Rates. A sizeable number, 3.9 mil-
lion, of blacks of voting age were not registered in 1972.
The largest component, 45 percent, cited “not inter-
ested” as the reason for not registering. The nonregistra-
tion rate for blacks was greater in the South than in the
North and West.
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7. Teenags Unemployment. Negro and other races-
to-white unemployment rate differentials are most

pronounced among teenagers. In 1973, the jobless rate
for Negro and other races teens averaged 30 percer
nearly 2% times the rate for white teens.

8. Extent and Duration of Unemployment. In 1972,
Negro and other races men and women were more likely
than whites to have been unemployed at some time
during the year, to have accumulated more weeks of
joblessness, and to have experienced multiple spells of
unemployment.

More detailed information on these and other measurable aspects of the living conditions of blacks in the United

States is presented in the tables of this report.
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POPULATION: GROWTH, COMPOSITION, AND DISTRIBUTION

In April 1973, the black resident population in this country was approximately 23.7 million and comprised 11.3
percent of the total resident population (table 1). Blacks had increased by an estimated 1.1 million persons and at an
average annual rate of 1.6 percent since 1970. During the last five years of the 1960’s, the annual rate of change had
averaged 1.5 percent. The small increase in the rate of growth of the resident population during the 1970’s was due,
not to an increase in the birth rate, which had declined, but rather to the large numbers of Armed Forces personnel
returning to the United States from abroad, especially from Vietnam, and to a rise in net civilian immigration from
abroad.

The black population living in central cities of metropolitan areas continued to grow in the early 1970’. In 1973, 6
out of 10 black persons were residents of a central city. The number of whites in central cities in 1973 has shown a
decline from the 1970 level, thus the exodus of whites from the central cities observed in the 1960 decade appeared
to be continuing in the 1970’s (table 4).

The regional distribution of the black population has remained about the same since 1965. Slightly more than
one-half, 52 percent, of all blacks still reside in the South; about 40 percent reside in the North (table 2).

The age distribution of the black population differs substantially from that of the white population. The black
population is younger with a higher proportion under 15 years old and a lower proportion 65 years old and over. In
1973, approximately 33 percent of the blacks were under 15 years old; the figure was 26 percent for whites. At the
other end of the age structure, 7 percent of the blacks and 11 percent of the whites were 65 years old and over.

In 1973, the median ages of 21.7 years for black males and 24.0 for black females were about 6 years younger than
the averages of 28.0 years for white males and 30.6 for white females (table 5).
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Table 1. Total Resident Population: 1900, 1940, 1950, 1960, and 1965 to 1973

(Numbers in millions)

Year

Total

Black

Percent
black

19001, . iiieeeecnoccsocnnns
19401, it iierececcncoconcans
19501, i ieeereeeaconanencns

1960 .ccicececcocnscnsccnses
1965.cccccecccrocnccccccnnne
1966.cccececroccnsccsscncne
1967 .. cceccencocossccnsonns
1968.icececcccrccncosonsans
1969.cceveecccncssceccaccns
1970..cccececcocccccnssccns
1971, . ccieeecsosccccrscenne

1972, 0ceeeceecnscccocccnns

1973 .cieecccscescccrssenes

76.0
131.7
150.7
179.3
193.0
195.0
197.0
198.9
200.9
203.2
205,7
207.8
209.5

NN NNDNDNDDN K M
WWWNNKKPMOOWDOWDNO®
NI OONWRNOHWWWOWOWw®

12
10
10
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11

Note: 7Data are for resident population as of April 1 for each year. Data for 1965-1969,

and 1971-1973 are estimates.
lpata exclude Alaska and Hawaii.

Source:
Bureau of the Census.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Table 2. Distribution of the Population by Region: 1965, 1970, and 1973

Subject 1965 1970 1973
BLACK
United States......millions.. 20.9 22.6 23.2
Percent, totalecccececcccssocss 100 100 100
SOUtheoeseecococcossesccassccnssonce 54 53 52
North.............................. 38 39 40
Northeast..cccccecccoccocasescose 18 19 19
North Central.cececceccccccsscsces 20 20 21
WeSticeeoescencecccoccssccsosccnnne 8 8 8
WHITE
United States......millions.. 169.2 177.7 180.3
Percent, total.eccecocceoccccacs 100 100 100
South..............-............... 27 28 29
NOrtheeeceooeosocescscescacsccannses 55 54 53
Northeast..ceececccoccoscvscsccsnes 26 25 25
North Central..ceccecescescccscccs 29 29 29
West...........................-... 17 18 18

Source:
Bureau of the Census.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
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Table 3. Blacks as a Percent of the Total Population in the United States and Each Region:

W

1965, 1970, and 1973
Area 1965 1970 1973

United StateS..cccevcecscscce 11 11 11

SoUtheccceoeccceccocosscosssscscccns 19 19 19

Northeceesoeecceccccavscconcccsocsns 8 8 8

Northeast.cccceecocccccsccsssccce 8 9 9

North Central.ccccecccecscecocses 8 8 9

WeBt.ceeoooocerosocooscccssccasnnes 5 5 5

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
Bureau of the Census.
Table 4. Population Distribution and Change, inside and Outside Metropolitan Areas:
1960, 1970, and 1973
(Numbers in thousands)
Black White
Area
1960 1970 1973 1960 1970 1973!
United States...cceeceosees 18,872 22,580 23,189 158,832 177,749 179,574
Metropolitan areas......cceeeceeee 12,741 16,771 17,619 105,829 120,579 120,631
Inside central cities.....cccss 9,874 13,140 13,868 49,415 49,430 47,206
Outside central cities......... 2,866 3,630 3,751 56,414 71,148 73,425
Nonmetropolitan areas....ccceesee 6,131 5,810 5,570 53,003 57,170 58,943
Percent Distribution

United StateBececccccccsesnse 100 100 100 100 100 100
Metropolitan 8reas..ccceeescceses 68 74 76 67 68 67
Inside central citieS..ceoccese 52 58 60 31 28 26
Outside central citieScceccesee 15 16 16 36 40 41
Nonmetropolitan areas....cccceces 32 26 24 33 32 33

Irive quarter average centered on April 1973.
and Jnnunry( April, July, and October 1973 were used.
1970. B8ee "

Bource:
Census.

Quarterly estimates

Definitions and Explanations’ section for more details.

for the months of October 1972,
These figures do not include annexations since

U.8. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the
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Table 5. Population by Age and Sex: 1973

(Numbers in thousands)

Percent distribution

Age and sex Black’ White
Black White

“‘le' all BgCBeececccccccsccccncee 11,337 89,424 100 100
Under 5 yearsS.ccsecsecccsccsssessssccons 1,231 7,153 11 8
5 to 9 years...ccececcocrccccccccccesces 1,302 7,774 11 9
10 to 14 yearsS.ccececcccccccccccccccccee 1,456 9,032 13 10
15 £0 19 YERISeeeueerenesesnesencsnens 1,341 8,868 12 10
20 £0 24 FEATB.ereeeerereeneecernnanees 1,017 7,803 9 9
25 to 34 yealrS8.cecccccccccccccccccccccce 1,376 12,425 12 14
35 t0 44 yEArS..cceecccscccsccsscscsocnns 1,101 9,819 10 11
45 £O 54 FEATS..eeereessooocsnescccnons 1,038 10,310 9 12
55 to 64 years.cccceccecccccccccnscncne 758 8,254 7 9
65 years 8nd OVere.ccecccccscscsscvscscssce 717 7,986 6 9
Median 8ge..cecevcvscscsscossosascscnss 21,7 28.0 x) (X)

Female, 8ll 8g€8cccccccccsccccncs 12,464 93,625 100 100
Under 5 yearsS...cccecececscccsccscscccscoce 1,220 6,819 10 7
S to 9 years...eeeeceesocctsccccccccces 1,295 7,435 10 8
10 to 14 yeArs..eeeceescsccsscscccccsss 1,448 8,645 12 9
15 to 19 year8.ccccccccccccccccccncnnce 1,356 8,614 11 9
20 to 24 yeaArS...coececccsccccccccsccces 1’130 7,832 9 8
25 to 34 years.ecececcsccccscocccocscne 1,620 12,521 13 13
35 to 44 yearsS.cescecccccecsccccccccces 1,329 10,126 11 11
45 10 54 YEATS.ueeeeesroesnocrnsesnoons 1,199 10,971 10 12
55 to 64 yelrSccccecscceccccccccecssccce 901 9,190 7 10
65 years ANnd OVer.cecececcscescosccnnsoee 967 11,471 8 12
Median 8€€..eesccssscccocscoscoscccscne 24.0 30.6 (x) (x)

Note:
X Not

Source:

Data are estimates of resident population as of July 1973,

applicable.

reau of the Census.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bu-
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INCOME
Income Levels and Selected Characteristics of Families

Between 1972 and 1973 the median income of black families increased by 5.9 percent to a level of $§7,270. After
adjustment for price changes during the year, however, the median income of these families showed no change over
the 1972 level. In terms of constant dollars the median income of black families did not increase from 1969 to 1973;
it had grown by 32 percent during the preceding period (1965 to 1969). The proportion of black families at the lower
end of the income distribution has not changed over the last 4 years, whereas the proportion at the upper end
increased slightly. The 1973 and 1969 proportion (16 percent) of families with less than $3,000 (in constant 1973
dollars) was lower than the 1965 level. By 1973, approximately 16 percent of the black families had incomes of
$15,000 and over and 35 percent had incomes of $10,000 and over. While the gains in these proportions between
1969 and 1973 were modest, sharp increases were observed in the preceding period, 1965 to 1969 (tables 6, 8 and 9).

Since 1965, the percentage of black families who had achieved higher incomes grew faster in the South than in the
North and West, however, the North and West had larger proportions of black families at the high income levels (table
9).

Reflecting these developments, the overall income differential between black and white families has widened since
1969. In 1973, the median income of black families was $7,270, about 58 percent of the $12,600 for white families;
in 1969, the ratio was 0.61. The relative differences in income between black and white families had narrowed
significantly during the 1960’s (table 6).

Although the overall ratio declined between 1969 and 1973, the income ratio remained unchanged for male headed
families (regardless of labor force status of wife) and the apparent increase in the ratio for female headed families was
not statistically significant (table 7). Thus, the change in the overall ratio reflects the changes in the population mix
such as, changes in the proportion of husband-wife families with wives in the paid labor force, proportion of families
headed by women, the number of eamers in a family, occupational distribution, and work experience patterns. For
example, the proportion of black husband-wife families with a working wife dropped between 1969 and 1973. Also,
the percentage of black families headed by females, who generally have lower incomes, increased.

Historically, black families have had a greater proportion of mulitiple earners than white families. Within recent
years, however, there has been a decline in this proportion among black families. According to the 1974 survey, a
reversal had occurred with black families having proportionately fewer multiple earners (50 percent) than white
families (54 percent).

The number of earners and their relative importance in black and white families affects the size of the income gap
between blacks and whites. In both 1969 and 1973, the incomes of black families with at least two earners were
relatively closer to those of corresponding white families than were the incomes of black families with only one
earner. Furthermore, within the last 4 years, the index of income overlap, an index of income comparability, rose
only for those families with 2 or more earners, indicating a slight narrowing of the differences between black and
white income distributions for those families (table 7).

Although the percentage of black families with 2 or more earners has declined, still, at each income level except
the under $3,000 group, the average number of eamners per family was higher for blacks than for whites. Generally,
the eamers in the black families had more people to support, as exhibited by the figures on average number of
children per family with children and the nonearner-earner ratio. At the lowest end of the income distribution, the
nonearner-earner ratio for black families was about one-third higher than that for white families. However, at the
upper income levels, the nonearner-earner ratios were very similar for blacks and whites (table 10).

15
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For both blacks and whites, the relationship of increased education of the head (median years of school
completed) with increases in income levels was evident (table 10).

Information on families who purchased food stamps in May 1973 was gathered in a June 1973 Current Population
Survey. Approximately 2.8 million families purchased food stamps in May 1973; of these, 4 out of 10 were families
of Negro and other races. In contrast to all families, families who received food stamps, regardless of the race of the
head, were more likely to have a female head, to have lower incomes and a greater proportion of large families (5 or
more members), and to receive public assistance income. However, the characteristics of Negro and other races
families who received food stamps differed in some respects from those of the comparable group of white families.
Seventy percent of the Negro and other races families receiving food stamps had a female head; substantially higher
than the 43 percent for white families. Approximately 61 percent of the Negro and other races families had four or
more persons, whereas, the proportion was 45 percent for the comparable white families. About two-thirds of families
of Negro and other races received public assistance income compared to about one-half of the white families. On the
other hand, the income distribution of Negro and other races and white families who purchased food stamps appeared
to be similar (table 11). .
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Table 6. Median Income of Families: 1950 to 1973

(In current dollars)
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Race of head Ratio: Ratio:
Negro and
Year Negro and other races Negro to
other races Negro White to white white
1950, .. c0ceccccscosccss $1,869 (NA) $3,445 0.54 (NA)
1951............000.... 2'032 (NA) 3’859 0053 (NA)
1952, 0000000000000 0000s 2,338 (NA) 4,114 0.57 (NA)
1953 .cc0ccccccncccnncne 2,461 (NA) 4,392 0.56 (NA)
1954.cc0cevcccscccccnes 2,410 (NA) 4,339 0.56 (NA)
1955.ccc0ccccsccccssces 2,549 (NA) 4,605 0.55 (NA)
1956.cc0000ccccccccccns 2,628 (NA) 4,993 0.53 (NA)
1957!.0.00.'0!'.!....00 2,764 (NA) 5'166 0.54 (NA)
1958.ceeccccccccscoccsccs 2,711 (NA) 5,300 0.51 (NA)
1959, ceccccccevsonncas 3,161 $3,047 5,893 0.54 0.52
1960.cccccscscscnsoscse 3,233 (NA) 5,835 0.55 (NA)
1961l.cccccccccccsccccee 3,191 (NA) 5,981 0.53 (NA)
1962...0.0.0000'0‘00000 3,330 (NA) 6,237 0.53 (NA)
1963.ccccocvvosssssscscs 3,465 (NA) 6,548 0.53 (NA)
1964.c0ccccecocccsconese 3,839 3,724 6,858 0.56 0.54
1965.cc000ccsssccssssse 3,994 3,886 7,251 0.55 0.54
1966.cccecevscccsccnccncs 4,674 4,507 7,792 0.60 0.58
1967 s ieeeecoscansnncss 5,094 4,875 8,234 0.62 0.59
1968, ccccccscsccccccncs 5,590 5,360 8,937 0.63 0.60
1969.cccccccccccccccone 6,191 5,999 9,794 0.63 0.61
1970.cccesceccccsccscss 6,516 6,279 10,236 0.64 0.61
19712, .0 0ieeccccncocsee 6,714 6,440 10,672 0.63 0.60
19722, iietecnnccscnnss 7,106 6,864 11,549 0.62 0.59
197332
United States..ccecees. 7,596 7,269 12,595 0.60 0.58
Southiecsosesssscasce 6,495 6,434 11,508 0.56 0.56
North and West....... 8,943 8,378 13,049 0.69 0.64
Northeast...ceeeees 8,027 7,762 13,230 0.61 0.59
North Central...... 9,076 9,109 13,128 0.69 0.69
West.,ecececocccnsne 10,208 8,233 12,661 0.81 0.65
Note: The majority of the tables in this section show income data for the year 1972.
Income figures for 1973 from the Current Population Survey conducted in March 1974, which
recently became available, have been included in tables 6 to 9 of this section. Data for

1959 are from the 1960 census; figures for the remaining years are from Current Population

Surveys.

NA Not available.

able from this survey in 1964.

1Revised, based on processing correction.
2Based on 1970 census population controls; therefore, not strictly comparable to data

for earlier years.

Source:
Bureau of the Census'

See Definitions and Explanations section for more details.

The ratio of Negro to white median family income first became avail-

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administratiom,
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Table 7. Measures of Income in 1969 and 1973 of Families, by Type of Family and
Number of Earners

(In current dollars)

Median income

Index of
Subject Ratio: income
Negro White Negro to overlap
white
1969
All familieS..eeeeeeccsoscccncans $5,999 $9,794 0.61 0.71
Type of family:
Male headl....cvveececcccrccccacsnnce 7,273 10,211 0.71 0.76
Wife in paid labor
B {0 o - 9,134 11,886 0.77 0.77
Wife not in paid labor
33 T 5,612 9,111 0.62 0.68
Female head..c.coccocscoccocoosnsscnne 3,341 5, 500 0.61 0.75
Number of earmers:
NO eBrners.c.cceececcscccccscscccccccs 2,162 3,183 0.68 0.73
1l e8rner...c.ccccececeesccscscanssccccs 4,416 8,450 0.52 0.59
2 earners....cccoceccsccccscssensonss 7,782 10,885 0.71 0.74
3 eamer'...l...'..0....'..'......0.. 9’027 13'978 0065 0064
4 earners Or MOT€.scesessssocscscscnse 11,259 16,243 0.69 0.68
1973
All familieB.sceeescocensoconnnes $7, 269 $12,595 0.58 0.71
Type of family:
Male head?......co00veecennncacccccns 9,549 13,253 0,72 0.79
Wife in paid labor
force.....................oo...-.. 12.226 15,65‘ 0078 0081
Wife not in paid labor
fOrCe.cceccrrcecncsscecesonssccnse 7'148 11'716 0.61 0.70
Female head...cecccceceseccccccsncccse 4’226 6,560 0.64 0.78
Number of earners:
NO earners...ceceececovecsosccccccsss 3,006 4,571 0.66 0.67
1l €armer.c.ceceveecescsssccccscescnnse 5,726 10,813 0.53 0.60
2 @ArNerS..coccceccsccsssscscssccsonse 10,868 14,077 0,77 0.79
3 @BIMOIS...ccecocoesssensscosscccscese 11,739 18,586 0.63 0.67
4 earners Or MOr@...cccceceocossssccsce 14,225 21,672 0.66 0.65

Note: The Index of Income Overlap of White and Negro is a statistical measure which
summarizes the degree of overlap between the two distributions and is equal to 1.00 when the
two distributions are identical. 8pecifically, the index, which was computed on the basis
of detailed income intervals, measures the sum of the commonalities expressed in terms of

percents shared between whites and blacks for each income class interval.

For a more de-

tailed explanation of Index of Income Overlap, see Bureau of the Census Technical Paper
No. 22 "Measures of Overlap of Income Distribution of White and Negro Families in the

United States."

1Includes other male heads not shown separately.
Source: U.S, Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.
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Table 8. Distribution of Families by Income in 1965, 1969, and 1973

(Adjusted for price changes in 1973 dollars,

Families as of the following year)

19

Negro White
Income
1965 1969 1973 1965 1969 1973

Number of families........thousands.. 4,424 4,774 5,440 | 43,500 | 46,023 48,919
Percent....................o..... 100 100 100 100 100 100
Under $3,000..c000ccccssecccscssssscs 24 16 16 8 6 5
$3,000 to $4,999...o-oooooooooooooaoo 22 16 18 9 8 8
$5,000 to $6,999...oooooooooo"ocooo. 17 15 14 10 9 9
$7,000 to $9,999.cccctccrccscsncnncns 18 20 17 20 17 15
$10,000 to $11,999..cc0csscccccscccns 8 10 9 14 12 11
$12,000 to $14,999..c0c00cscccrcancas 6 10 10 15 17 15
$15,000 and OVEr.cseessooscsccscccnss 6 13 16 23 33 38
Median INCOMe.e.eesscsscsscasosseoses | $5,510 | $7,280 | $7,269} $10,210| $11,869 | $12,595

Net change over preceding date:
AMOUNt .4 saseessosnnnsssssosscnnanss xX) | $1,770 $-11 x)| $1,659 $726
Percent..........-.......-......... (x) 32.1 -002 (x) 16.2 6.1

X Not applicable.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.
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Table 9. Percent of Families with Incomes of $10,000 or More and $15,000 or More,

by Region: 1965, 1969, 1972, and 1973

(Adjusted for price changes in 1973 dollars. Incomes of $10,000 and $15,000 in 1973 were

equivalent in purchasing power to about $7,100 and $10,650, respectively, in 1965)

Negro White
Area and year Income of Income of Income of Income of
$10,000 $15,000 $10,000 $15,000
or more or more or more or more
UNITED STATES
1965 .ccceeccsscccesoscssenccssccccnnse 20 6 52 23
1969 . cscceccccsocccccsscsosccsscncsos 33 13 61 33
1972 ccecescccescccscssscsssscssccss 35 16 63 36
1973 cecececcccssccosocccsccssssccncs 35 16 64 38
SOUTH
1965 .c0eeccccccccscscccscssccsccsne 10 3 41 17
196900.......'.'00.."0000.0...'.00 22 8 54 27
1972 ceeeeecccsssssscccsccccccssscne 27 12 56 30
1973 ceeeeeeccsccccscscescsoccscssnsns 28 11 58 33
NORTH AND WEST
1965c0ceeecccsssccscscsccccccsosccns 31 10 56 25
1969 cceeecccessesccsscnssnccccscnce 44 18 64 35
19720....0.'.0..00.0.00'....00....0 43 20 65 38
1973...........0..0...l.....l.l.... 42 21 66 40

Source:
Bureau of the Census,

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
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Table 10. Summary Measures of Family Characteristics, by Total Money Income in 1972

Total family income

Selected characteristics Total Under $32200 $5;gOO $72200 $12;?00 $1i;300 $25,000
$3,000 | o4 999 | $6,999 | $0,999 | $14,999 | $24,099 [20d over
NEGRO
Mean family income............. | $8,667 [ $1,852 | $3,041 | $5,884 | $8,353 | $12,183 | $18,108 | $33,807
Average number of:
Related children per family
with childrenccccescscccscee 2.58 2,38 2.87 2.82 2.69 2.50 2.21 2.30
Earners per family.ceocceseses 1.53 0.67 1.09 1.44 1.73 2.04 2.38 2.89
Ratio of nonearners to earners. 1.62 4,04 2.59 1.90 1.39 1.11 0.76 0,71
Median age of head.secccccovcees 42.0 40.0 42,2 42,3 40.8 42,6 42.9 45.9
Median school years completed.. 10.6 8.9 9.3 10.2 10.9 12.1 12.3 12.8
WHITE
Mean family inCOMeecccccescsoss | $13,105 | $1,702 | $4,010 | $5,983 | $8,476 | $12,272 | $18,666 | $35,733
Average number of:
Related children per family
with childrenseececccsessscee 2.14 2,00 2,13 2.12 2,12 2.14 2,18 2.10
Earners per family........... 1.66 0.69 0.88 1.20 1.49 1.75 2.17 2.33
Ratio of nonearners to earners. 1.06 2,97 2.19 1.54 1.20 1.03 0.74 0.65
Median age of head.ccccscccocsse 45,7 54.7 57.6 47 .8 43.1 42,1 45.4 49.3
12.4 9.1 9.0 10.7 12,1 12.4 12,7 14,2

Median school years completed..

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the

Census.
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Table 11. Selected Characteristics of Families Reporting the Purchase of Food Stamps in May 1973
(Primary families as of June 1973)

Subject Total Negro and White
other races
Percent, purchased food stamps,
DY FBCE...civieeercnnroceanncnasan 1100 42 58
Sex of head:

Percent.....c.ceceeeeeercoccccocansnns 100 100 100
Male head.....c.o0eeveececarsorsannnons 46 30 57
Female heRd......e.vvevveennceoonconnes 54 70 43

Age of head:

Percent.......ccceocevveveococsacncnns 100 100 100
Under 25 years.......cocveeeeoncesnccne 12 13 12
25 t0 64 YyeBT8...v.c0vtvercaatacansncne 74 77 71
65 years old and over.......ce0cceconse 14 11 17

Size of families:

Percent.....cececoossceocncscnnconens 100 100 100
2 PErSONS...c.cesessesccsssssssssssssns 27 21 31
3 PerSONB. .ci.veerenceneersncencnnannns 20 17 22
4 PErSONB...csrecocesnocssnssssenaneses 15 18 13
5 persons Or MOYe€.....ccoccevccevcccccs 36 43 32
Not reported.....c.ceoeeceecrvocnncecnns 1 1 1

Receipt of public assistance income:

Percent....c.ooveveccecnscacescnnnane 100 100 100
Received public assistance............. 57 65 52
Did not receive public assistance...... 41 33 46
Not reported....cecceeccecencscscacennna 2 2 2

Total money income:? .

Percent...cccecoecerteecccesencsocancse 100 100 100
Under $2,000.....0000000cevencccoccsnss 22 25 20
$2,000 to $2,999.. 0000 0ctiiiininnnncnns 24 25 23
$3,000 to $3,999....00cueunreenecanness 18 16 19
$4,000 to $4,999.. ... 00tuiiininnnnnnn. 12 |, 12 11
$5,000 to $5,999...00ctittcrcencarcnnnns 6 6 6
$6,000 and OVer...c.oevecoececrocncnnns 14 13 15
Not reported.....cocoveevercnnncnncanes 5 3 5

Note: Statistics on food stamps are estimates based on information gathered in Current Population
Survey, June 1973 conducted by the Bureau of the Census under the sponsorship of the Office of Economic
Opportunity. See "Definitions and Explanations” section.

1Estimates derived from administrative data published by the U.S. Department of Agriculture show
approximately 2,800,000 families purchasing food stamps in May 1973. Estimates derived from the June
CPS data show approximately 2,280,000 primary families purchasing food stamps in May 1973, The differ-
ence between these numbers is the result of sampling and non-sampling errors inherent with data obtained
using sample surveys, conceptual differences between the Food Stamp Program's definition of a household
and the Bureau of the Census definition of a household, and possible errors in the Food Stamp Program's
administrative recordkeeping system. In addition to the number of primary families reporting the pur-
chase of food stamps, the June 1973 CPS data show approximately 830,000 households headed by a primary
unrelated individual reporting the purchase of food stamps for May 1973, Data published by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture show that the total number of persons in households participating in the Food
Stamp Program in May 1973 was approximately 12,358,000, The comparable figure estimated from the June
1973 CP8 data is 9,881,000, about 80 percent of the USDA figures,

2The money income level of families shown in this table may be somewhat understated. Income data from
the June control card are based on the respondent’'s estimate of total family money income for the pre-
ceding 12 months coded in broad, fixed income intervals, For a more detailed explanation, see Bureau of
the Census, Current Population Report P-20, No. 257,

Source: U,S, Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of
the Census,
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INCOME
Regional Variations

Within recent years, it has been noted that significant advances have been made in closing the black-white income
gap by young black husband-wife families in the North and West.! Those black husband-wife families (head under 35)
in which both the husband and wife were earners have actually achieved income parity with their white counterparts.
Although these gains have been impressive, these black families in the North and West continue to comprise a very
small proportion—6.2 percent of the 5.3 million black families in this country in March 1973.

In the South, young black husband-wife families (head under 35) have made substantial improvements in their
income position relative to whites. These young black families in the South appear to have approximated somewhat,
but with considerable lag, the pattern of their counterparts in the North and West. Between 1969 and 1972, the ratio
of black to white median income of Southern families where both the husband and wife were present advanced from
73 to 84 percent (table 12).

The black working wife (and the number who worked year round) in the South, as previously observed in the
North and West,2 seems to be a major factor contributing to the narrowing income gap. In the South, the income
ratio of black to white income only increased for those young husband-wife families with both spouses working (0.72
in 1969 to 0.84 in 1972). In contrast, the apparent change for young families where the head was the only earner was
not statistically significant (table 13).

The mean earnings of black and white wives in the South were about the same ($3,400) in 1972; however, the
young black wives were more likely to have earnings. Moreover, a higher proportion of black than white wives with
earnings held a job the year round—50 and 42 percent, respectively. For black wives, this was a sharp increase—15
percentage points—over the 1969 proportion (tables 14 and 15). Like her counterpart in the North and West, the
black wife in the South was contributing more to the family income than the comparable group of white wives
(table 15).

; See Current Population Reports P-23, No. 42, pages 33 to 36.
Ibid.

23
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Table 12. Median Family Income in 1959, 1969, and 1972 for All Negro Families and Negro
Husband-Wife Families as a Percent of Corresponding White Families by Age of Head and

Region

Area and year

All families

Husband-wife families

Head under

Head under

Total 35 years Total 35 years
UNITED STATES
1959..0.000C............000.00....0 51 54 57 62
1969.cceeceetcssccccsccscscscssonss 61 66 72 80
197200..0...0...Q....Q..'...'ICC.'O 60 58 76 85
NORTH AND WEST
19590..C.0....00.'...00.0.0...000.. 71 68 76 78
1969...Il...-.0..0...000.0..0.0.... 73 74 86 91
197200.....O.QO...II.'..........'.. 67 59 86 93
SOUTH
1959.cce0cccsvcsccsccccoccscccsonss 46 50 50 55
1969.0.....0.0..0.00.0..0...0...00‘ 57 62 65 73
197200..I.....0..0......0000000.". 55 60 69 84

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.
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Table 13. Median Income in 1969 and 1972 of Husband-Wife Families, by Age of Head, Earning Status of

Husband and Wife, and Region

Total Head under 35 years old
Race and earning status
of husband and wife United North United North
States and South States and South
West West
1969

Negro, totall.........c.. $7,329 $9,142 $5,944 $7,488 $8,859 $6,286
Husband only earner.....csccsess 5,574 6,681 4,341 5,792 6,500 5,059
Husband and wife both earners.. 8,954 11,064 6,998 8,423 10,130 | 6,670

White, totall.....ccveeee 10,217 10,598 9,192 9,384 9,703 8,649
Husband only earner......ccesss 8,992 9,402 8,108 8,805 9,137 7,927
Husband and wife both earners.. 11,711 12,139 10,681 9,926 10,267 9,227

Negro as a percent of white

Totall.eoveeeeononnsnnnes 72 86 65 80 91 73
Husband only earner.....ccceees 62 71 54 66 71 64
Husband and wife both earners.. 77 91 66 85 99 72

1972

Negro, totall......ccue0e 49,165 $10,870 $7,547 $9,420 $10,573 $8,679
Husband only earner........ss... 6,949 7,954 5,401 6,984 7,563 6,375
Husband and wife both earners.. 11,566 13,716 9,513 10,611 12,300 9,420

White, totall............ 12,121 f2,578 10,929 11,042 11,414 10,333
Husband only earner......ccsees 10,750 11,155 9,661 10,175 10,630 9,055
Husband and wife both earners.. 14,095 14,660 12,895 11,834 12,170 11,228

Negro as a percent of white

Totall.iieeeeenesncensnns 76 86 69 85 93 84
Husband only earner......scseee 65 71 56 69 71 70
Husband and wife both earners.. 82 94 74 90 101 84

!Includes other combinations not shown separately:.
8ource: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the

Census.
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Table 14. Distribution of Husband-Wife Families, by Earning Status of Husband and
Wife in 1969 and 1972, Age of Head and Region

(Families as of the following year)

Total Head under 35 years old
Race and earning status of husband and
wife and work experience of wife United North United North
and South and South
States States
West West
1969
Earning Status of Husband and Wife
Negro husband-wife families!..thousands.. 3,249 1,533 1,716 1,046 532 514
Percent.....ccceveecccoccncesscsnsncns 100 100 100 100 100 100
Husband only earner.....ccceececeecoccceccs 23 26 20 26 28 24
Husband and wife both earners............ 60 58 62 71 69 73
White husband-wife families!..thousands.. 40,802 | 28,996 | 11,806 11,412 | 7,927 3,485
Percent.......ccco00000veoocncceccses 100 100 100 100 100 100
Husband only earner.......ceccooceeeccces 35 35 34 44 46 41
Husband and wife both earnmers............ 45 44 46 54 52 58
Work Experience of Wife
Negro wives with earnings..thousands..... 1,961 894 1,066 740 366 375
Percent worked 50 to 52 weeks........ 50 52 49 38 42 35
White wives with earnings..thousands..... 18,177 | 12,758 | 5,419 6,146 4,134 2,012
Percent worked 50 to 52 weeks........ 50 49 52 37 35 43
1972
Earning Status of Husband and Wife
Negro husband-wife families!..thousands.. 3,233 1,557 1,676 1,018 485 534
Percent......co0000ccecoccocescscccne 100 100 100 100 100 100
Husband only earner.....ccccececeoscecoces 25 29 22 28 31 26
Husband and wife both earners............ 56 56 57 70 67 72
White husband-wife families!..thousands.. 42,585 | 29,710 | 12,875 12,656 8,575 4,082
Percent.....ccococeecoceoccocscocones 100 100 100 100 100 100
Husband only earner......ccececcececceccsne 34 34 33 41 43 38
Husband and wife both earmers............ 45 44 47 57 55 61
Work Experience of Wife
Negro wives with earnings..thousands..... 1,817 865 952 708 326 382
Percent worked 50 to 52 weeks........ 60 60 60 52 54 50
White wives with earnings..thousands..... 19,103 | 13,068 6,035 7,164 | 4,696 2,468
Percent worked 50 to 52 weeks........ 52 52 52 42 42 42

1includes other combinations, not shown separately.

Source: U,S, Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.
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Table 15. Earnings in 1972 of Husband and Wife for Families in Which Both Husband

and Wife had Earnings, by Age of Head and Region

27

Total Husband under 35 years old
Race and earnings of husband and wife
and work experience of wife United North United North }
and South and South
States States
West West
NEGRO
Mean family income.....ccococeevescccsas $12,387 $14,052 | $10,872 $11,589 $12,551 $10,770
Mean earnings of husband.....ccccceeees 7,349 8,366 6,425 7,218 | 7,577 6,913
Mean earnings of wife....cccceccvcnccnee 4,014 4,723 3,370 3,906 4,473 3,423
" Earnings as a percent of )
family income.....cccececccsccnnee 32 34 31 34 36 32
Wife worked 50 to 52 weekS.....co.uss $5,299 $6,192 $4,487 $5,608 $6,345 $4,927
Earnings as a percent of
family 1nCOME.ccccccccvcccvscccsne 43 44 41 48 51 46
WHITE
Mean family inCome....ccccecccocccoccse $15,432 $15,986 | $14,231 $12,480 $12,743 $11,981
Mean earnings of husband....cccecoceees 9,996 10,358 9,212 8,466 8,648 8,120
Mean earnings of wife..cccvecococsccoss 3,932 4,023 3,737 3,531 3,581 3,434
Earnings as a percent of
family income.cccceccccoccccscccsne 26 25 26 28 28 29
Wife worked 50 to 52 weekS....c.seeee $5,601 $5,751 $5,276 $5,526 $5,630 $5,327
Earnings as a percent of
family income...ccccevecocccccocen 36 36 37 44 44 44
RATIO: NEGRO TO WHITE
Mean family income....ccccccevccccccccs 0.80 0.88 0.76 0.93 0.98 0.9
Mean earnings of husband....cceceeeeees 0.74 0.81 0.70 0.85 0.88 0.85
Mean earnings of wife..ccccccecccocccns 1.02 1.17 0.9 1.11 1.25 1.00
Wife worked 50 to 52 weekS..c.ceceese 0.95 1.08 0.85 1.01 1.13 0.92

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the

Census.
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Low Income

There were 7.4 million blacks and 15.1 million whites below the low-income level in 1973 constituting 31 and 8
percent of the respective populations. Within the last year (between 1972 and 1973) there was some evidence that the
number of blacks below the low-income level had declined as the 1973 figure returned to the 1971 level. Since 1969,
the number of low-income blacks has fluctuated as compared to the downward trend observed during the 1960’s
(table 16).

There were 1.5 million black families below the low-income level in 1973, comprising about 28 percent of all black
families. Among whites, there were 3.2 million low-income families—about 7 percent of all white families. Between
1969 and 1973, the number of low-income black families increased; whereas, in 1973, the proportion (28 percent) of
all black families was about the same as in 1969 (table 17).

The number of low-income black families in 1973 remained unchanged from the 1972 Ievelf white families
declined. Between 1972 and 1973, the number of low-income black families with a female head held constant.
Female heads have comprised an increasing proportion of all low-income black families. In 1973, about 64 percent of
the low-income black families were headed by women. Comparable proportions were 54 and 46 percents in 1969 and
1967, respectively. Male heads of families were still in the majority among low-income white families in 1973.

Families headed by women, both black and white, were more likely to be poor than those headed by men
(table 17).

Female heads of low-income families were less likely than the male heads to have worked in 1972. Only about
two-fifths of both black and white female heads had a job, compared with 78 percent of male heads. Most of the
nonworking female heads did not work because of family responsibilities—7 out of 10 blacks and 8 out of 10 whites
reported that they were keeping housc (table 19).

For both black and white families, higher poverty rates were associated with large families, no earners in the family,
a nonworking head, and a head without a high school diploma. However, the rates for black families with these
characteristics were exceedingly large and substantially above those for the comparable group of white families. For
example, about 54 percent of all black families with 4 or more children were below the low-income level in 1972; the
comparable figure was 16 percent for whites (table 21).

The poverty rate for black families was lower in metropolitan areas than in nonmetropolitan areas—approximately
1 out of 4 compared to 4 out of 10, respectively; however, about 69 percent of low-income black families lived in
metropolitan areas (table 22).

Within metropolitan areas, regardless of poverty status, black families were more likely to live in low-income areas
than white families. Low-income areas in metropolitan areas are defined in terms of census tracts in which 20-percent
or more of the population was below the low-income level in 1969. About 46 percent of metropolitan black families
above the low-income level compared to a small proportion (6 percent) of the white families above the poverty level
lived in the poverty areas. Among metropolitan poor families, the comparable proportions were 66 percent for blacks
and 22 percent for whites. This pattern was also evident for the central cities. In the suburbs, the majority of black
and white families lived outside low-income areas regardless of poverty status (table 23).

28
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Table 16. Persons Below the Low-Income Level: 1959 to 1973

(Persons as of the following year)

29

Number (thousands)

Percent below the
low-income level

Year

Negro and Negro and

other races Negro White other races Negro White
1958, ccc0eccncascccncsnce 10,430 9,927 28,336 53.3 55.1 18.1
1960, 0cceectseascncnnase 11,542 (NA) 28,309 55.9 (NA) 17.8
1961...000eeccccscsesacse 11,738 (NA) 27,890 56.1 (NA) 17.4
1962, 0ccesecscsacsccnces 11,953 (NA) 26,672 55.8 (NA) 16.4
1963.ccccccrcccccaccnssne 11,198 (NA) 25,238 51.0 (NA) 15.3
1964...0c00cerocsasscosce 11,098 (NA) 24,957 49.6 (NA) 14.9
1965, 00000cancacsasscese 10,689 (NA) 22,496 47.1 (NA) 13.3
19661, .. 0cverencacaccnnes 9,220 8,867 19,290 39.8 41.8 11.3
1967 ..cccevcsasascacanasnece 8,786 8,486 18,983 37.2 39.3 11.0
1968, .c0cecascoscasssnnse 7,994 7,616 17,395 33.5 34.7 10.0
19692, ... iiieirencancnnns 7,488 7,095 16,659 31.0 32.2 9.5
19702, ... iiiiieiacnncnnns 7,936 7,548 17,484 32.0 33.5 9.9
19712, . iieieecnnnncncnas 7,780 7,396 17,780 30.9 32.5 9.9
18722, i iieiannnconnnnns 8,257 7,710 16,203 31.9 33.3 9.0
19732 iiiiiitaincccnnnns 7,831 7,388 15,142 29.6 31.4 8.4

Note: Most of the tables on the low-income population in this section show data for the year 1972,
Figures for 1973 from the Current Population Survey conducted in March 1974 which recently became

available, have been included in tables 16 to 18 of this section.

The low-income threshold for a nonfarm family of four was $4,540 in 1973, $4,275 in 1972, and $2,973
in 1959, Families and unrelated individuals are classified as being above or below the low-income

threshold, using the poverty index adopted by a Federal Interagency Committee in 1969,

This index

centers around the Department of Agriculture's Economy Food Plan and reflects the differing consumption
requirements of families based on their size and composition, sex and age of the family head, and farm-
nonfarm residence. The low-income cutoffs for farm families have been set at 85 percent of the nonfarm

levels. These cutoffs are updated every year to reflect the changes in the Consumer Price Index.

low-income data exclude immates of institutions, members of Armed Forces living in barracks, and un-
For a more detailed explanation, see Current Population

related individuals under 14 years of age.

Reports, Series P-60, No. 91,

NA Not available.

!Beginning with the March 1967 CPS, data based on revised methodology for processing income data.
3Based on 1970 census population controls; therefore, not strictly comparable to data for earlier
years. 8See Definitions and Explanations for more details.

S8ource: U.8. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of

the Census.

The



30

Table 17. Families Below the Low-Income Level, by Sex of Head: 1959 and 1967 to 1973

(Families as of the following year)

All families

Families with

Families with

Year male head female head
Negro white Negro White Negro White
Number (thousands)
1959, . 0i0eeccsccnrncacse 1,860 6,027 1,309 5,037 551 990
1967 ccucensncesscasacanne 1,555 4,056 839 3,019 716 1,037
1968, c0ccvvcerecnncacans 1,366 3,616 660 2,595 706 1,021
1969, .. civeieccnnnnnens 1,366 3,575 629 2,506 737 1,069
19702, i iieiienieiencecnane 1,481 3,708 648 2,606 834 1,102
B 1,484 3,751 605 2,560 879 1,191
1972 iiieiiiaecnianenns 1,529 3,441 558 2,306 972 1,135
19731, ciiienieennnncanns 1,527 3,219 553 2,029 974 1,190
Percent below the low-income level
1959, ccececrecascncnnces 48.1 14.8 43.3 13.4 65.4 30.0
1967 . cciecasnncecansacans 33.9 9.0 25.3 7.4 56.3 25,9
1968.ccctacsnrncancannans 29.4 8.0 19.9 6.3 53.2 25.2
1969, . iiiiiernannannnncs 27.9 7.7 17.9 6.0 53.3 25.7
19701, . iieieieonnncncnnn 29.5 8.0 18.6 6.2 54.3 25.0
1971, ieiiqeoccrrncnnns 28.8 7.9 17.2 5.9 53.5 26.5
1972, i iiieieeiecnncnaans 29.0 7.1 16.2 5.3 53.3 24.3
1973, i iieiiiencniancnens 28.1 6.6 15.4 4.6 52,7 24,5

1Based on 1970 censys population controls; therefore, not strictly comparable to data for earlier
years., See Definitions and Explanations for more details.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the

Census.
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Table 18. Distribution of Persons Below the Low-Income Level in 1969,
1971, and 1973, by Family Status

(Persons as of following year)

Negro as a
Family status and year All races Negro White percent of
all races
1969
Total...........thousands.. 24,147 7,095 16,659 29
Percentescccccccccccccces 100 100 100 (x)
In familieBeeccocscoccscssscces 79 88 76 33
Headeeoosossooossssssssssnces 21 19 21 27
65 years and OVereecsesccces 5 3 6 18
Related children under
18 year8eececcccoccccccccccce 39 52 34 39
Other fmly membersceccccces 19 17 20 26
-Unrelated individualS.ccececese 21 12 24 17
65 years and OvVereesescsscoss 11 5 14 13
1971
Totalese........thousands.. 25,559 7,396 17,780 29
Percenteceeccecesccccccce 100 100 100 (X)
In familieBeceoosccconscccovccee 80 88 76 32
Headeeeesooscssccscscoccccssce 21 20 21 28
65 years and OVerececsssccce 4 3 5 20
Related children under
18 Year8eccccccccccccoccccce 40 52 36 37
Other family members.ececcesce 19 16 20 25
Unrelated individualBe.cecceocccce 20 12 24 17
65 years and OVereeecscccsee 10 4 12 12
1973
Total...........thousands.. 22,973 7,388 15,142 32
Percenteccscccccccccccsce 100 100 100 (x)
In familieBeseessescscocccccnse 80 89 75 36
 : T Y 21 21 21 32
65 years and oOvereeeccecese 4 3 4 26
Related children under
18 ye@rBessssccccccccccccccs 41 52 36 40
Other fmly members.cecccces 18 16 18 30
Unrelated individual8.ecececccee 20 11 25 18
65 years and OVereececoscccse 9 4 11 14

X Not applicable.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social

Bureau of the Census.

and Economic Statistics Administration,
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Table 19. Persons 14 to 64 Years Old in Families Below the Low-Income Levei in 1972,

by Work Experience and Family Status

(Persons as of the following year)

Negro White
Work experience Head Other Head Other
family family
Male Female members Male Female members
Totall......thousands.. 447 897 2,023 1,738 1,025 3,721
Worked..............thousands.. 356 352 676 1,357 443 1,293
Percent..... sessssensenas 100 100 100 100 100 100
50 to 52 weekS.......c.0000. 51 33 17 53 18 28
Full time.................. 46 22 10 48 14 14
1 tod49 weekS.........c0cu0ne 49 68 82 48 81 72
Did not work........thousands.. 84 545 1,348 357 583 2,426
Main reason for not working:
Percent..............i. . 100 100 100 100 100 4 100
I11 or disabled....... ceeeens 75 18 11 63 13 9
Keeping house..........000... - 72 22 - 81 49
In school........ Cieeeeeeeaan 6 3 59 6 3 38
Unable to find work.......... 12 7 6 11 3 2
Other.........co00cv.n ceeeene 7 - 3 20 1 2
- Represents zero.
1Includes persdns in Armed Forces, not shown separately.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.
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" Table 20. Work Experience of Women With Own Children Under 18 Years Old Below the Low-Income

(Numbers in thousands.

Level in 1972

Persons as of the following year)

Below low=-income

Percent below

Work experience of mother level low-income level
Negro White Negro White
Total, mothers..ccecesecccccceccs 1,176 2,211 35 8
WiveB.ceceecoscscscsscscconccne 345 1,237 18 5
Female headS..ccccoveeccccccense 832 974 57 34
Worked.ceooseosscssccososcssccscsssscnsse 459 885 22 7
Percent worked year-round full-time.. 19 15 9 3
Did not Work.cececeococcescccccscnccose n7 1,326 54 10
Main reason for not working: .

Percent.cceseccsscecsssccscacsces 100 100 (x) X)
Keeping house....ccocecoecscccsccace 77 89 53 10
Othere.ccecocscscsccscsssosssccccns 23 11 60 23

X Not applicable.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the

Census.
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Table 21. Selected Characteristics of Families by Low-Income Status: 1972

Families and persons as of the following year)

(Numbers in thousands.

Negro White
Below low- Below low-
Subject
Total income level Total income level
Number Percent Number Percent
Presence of children:

Total, familieS..eeececsssocsss 5,265 1,529 29 48,477 3,441 7
Without related children under 18.... 1,615 226 14 21,714 1,203 6
With related children under 18....... 3,650 1,303 36 26,763 2,238 8

1 child.cecososcoscocoscocccscccens 1,127 299 27 9,639 645 7

2 children.ecccccosscocccocscscnsccse 930 254 27 8,760 597 7

3 childrencsccecsccocscosccccsscscs 631 232 37 4,781 424 9

4 or more childreéN.ceeeccecceccsccsss 962 518 54 3,583 572 16
Number of earners:

Total, familieB..eeececccscccse 5,265 1,529 2 48,477 3,441 7
NO earners..cceecceocccccccecscoscces 793 593 75 4,514 1,241 27
1 €BINer.cccscsccccscsscsccscsccsasce 1,863 616 33 18,158 1,501 8
2 Or MOTe EArNerSB...ccccccsvssvcsscse 2,609 320 12 25,805 699 3
Work experience of head:

Total, 14 years old and overl.. 5,265 1,529 29 48,477 3,441 7
Worked last yeAr....cceecccccccacccce 3,927 750 19 40,581 1,921 5

50 to 52 WeekB..ccesorecseccccoccse 2,771 314 11 32,386 853 3

Full time....ccccccoccceccccscccs 2,615 247 9 31,350 740 2

Did not work last year...eeeececcocss 1,282 773 60 7,112 1,497 21
Education of head:

Total, 25 years old and over... 4,712 1,302 28 44,883 2,988 7
Elementary: O to 8 years..ccccocecee 1,722 604 35 10,109 1,390 14
High school: 1 to 3 years..ccceceese 1,162 386 33 6,967 603 9

4 yearsS..cecececcccosse 1,216 241 20 15,272 690 5
College: 1 year Or more..ccccecse 612 71 12 12,534 306 2

11ncludes heads in Armed Forces.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the

Census,
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Table 22. Low-Income Status of Families, by Region and Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan
Residence: 1972

(Numbers in thousands. Families as of the following year)

Below the low-income level

Total
Area, type of residence, and race number of Percent of
families Number
total
NEGRO
United StateS.cecccceccccccccccoccccs 5,265 1,529 29
Hetropolitan BrefdB.cccecccccccscccccsccscssce 4,117 1,059 26
Central cities.....-o..-................. 3'263 892 27
Outside central citieB..ccecccecccccccsee 854 167 20
Nonlletropolitan ArefB.cecsccecccsccccncccese 1,148 471 41
North and WeBt.cccocccocecccccocccccces 2,590 598 23
Hetropol:ltan BrefBccccccccsccccccccocccncsce 2,498 567 23
Nonmetropolitan aref@sS..ccccececcescccsccces 92 31 34
swth........l..'l......".'....'.'.‘.' 2.676 931 35
Metropolitan BrefS....cceeeceeceroacancenes 1,619 491 30
Nommetropolitan areasS...cccecececcccccccces 1,057 440 42
WHITE

United StateS.ccececococccccccccccses 48,477 3,441 7
Hetropolitan Bre8.cc0ccccccccccsosccccscocsee 32,303 1'819 6
Central citieS..cccecccccccccccccccnscsans 12,595 901 7
Outside central citie!........-.......... 19,708 918 5
Nonmetropolitan 8reasS...ccecceccecccocccccse 16,174 1,622 10
North and WesSt..cceecececccccscsccccccce 33,968 2,091 6
Metropolitan areaS...ccccceecccccccccccccsce 24,269 1,295 5
Nonmetropolitan areas...ccccceecscscccsscce 9,699 796 8
south..........'.'....'.......‘.‘l..‘.. 14'508 1.350 9
Metropolitan BreB8.ccecccocssccsccscsscscscs 8,034 524 7
Nonmetropolitan are@s...cccececececccccccces 6,475 826 13

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.
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Table 23. Low-Income Area Residence of Families, by Low-Income Status in 1972,

and Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Residence

(Persons as of following year)

Type of residence

Below low-
income level

Above low-
income level

Negro White Negro White
United States...............thousands.. 1,529 3,441 3,736 45,036
Percent.......ccoeiveiecenrnocoancnnans 100 100 100 100
In low-income Breas........coco000ccecneass 70 36 50 14
Outside low-income are&s..........c.e0e0vu. 30 64 50 86
Metropolitan areas..........thousands.. 1,059 1,820 3,058 30,483
Percent......coeeeeeinennnnneannns e 100 100 100 100
In low-income &reas........cccocveuevenacnes 66 22 46 6
Outside low-income 8re&sS........oo.0.00000 34 78 54 94
Inside central cities...thousands.. 892 901 2,371 11,693
Percent.......cceeieeeneccccsnnns 100 100 100 100
In low-income areas..........cceoveuvecennns 72 31 51 9
Outside low-income areas............o0:000. 28 69 49 91
Outside central cities..thousands.. 166 919 688 18,789
Percent..........oiieiiiennnnsans 100 100 100 100
In low-income areas........ccotvecnveocanes 36 13 30 4
Outside low-income areas.......e..e.000004. 64 87 70 96
Nonmetropolitan areas.......thousands.. 471 1,622 677 14,552
Percent.....coiiieiiinnnneenenennnnns 100 100 100 100
In low-income areas...... ces et et 77 52 70 32
Outside low-income areas.........co. 0000000 23 48 30 68

Note: Low-income areas in metropolitan areas are defined in terms of census tracts and in nonmetro-
politan areas in terms of minor civil divisions (townships, districts, etc.) in which 20 percent or more

of the population was below the low-income level in 1969.
income population residing in poverty areas, see Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 91.

For a more detailed discussion of the low-

Source: U.S, Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the

Census.
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LABOR FORCE

The employment situation for blacks in.1973 was improved substantially over 1972, in line with the overall trend
of the economy. The 1973 economic expansion was reflected by a solid growth in employment and a decline in
unemployment which was shared about proportionately by blacks and whites.

Workers and Nonworkers.

The Negro and other races labor force grew at about the same pace as that for whités in 1973. For Negro and other
races, the labor force totaled about 10 million persons, an increase of 2.8 percent over 1972; during the same period,
the number of white workers rose 2.4 percent. Over the last 5 years, both the Negro and other races and white labor
force have grown about 12 percent (table 24).}!

Labor force participation rates varied between Negro and other races and whites for most age and sex categories. In
1973, adult women of Negro and other races in nearly every age grouping were more likely than their white
counterparts to be in the labor force. This pattern was in contrast to the situation for Negro and other races adult
men, whose participation rates were generally lower than those of white adult men. Among teenagers of both sexes,
Negro and other races were less likely to be in the labor force than whites (table 25).

Trends in labor force participation over the last 10 years have varied sharply for Negro and other races and whites.
For example, the participation rate for men of Negro and other races in nearly every age group has declined over the
decade. The pattern among white men has been different; participation rates have risen for white teenagers over the
decade, remained about the same for those in the 20 to 44 age group, and declined for men 45 years of age and over.
Among Negro and-other races women, participation rates have increased sharply since 1963 for those 20 to 34 years
old, while remaining statistically unchanged for younger women and women 55 years and over. During the same
period, labor force rates have generally increased for white women except for the oldest age group.

Labor force participation rates for both Negro and other races and white adults 25 years of age or older in 1973
varied by years of schooling completed; generally, those who had completed higher levels of education were more
likely to be in the labor force (table 26).

Among persons in the prime working ages (25 to 59 years old) who were not in the labor force in 1973, reasons for
nonparticipation differed somewhat between Negro and other races and white women, but were quite similar for
Negro and other races and white men. Home responsibilities, accounted for the nonparticipation of 75 percent of
women of Negro and other races and 88 percent of white women. Negro and other races women were more likely
than white women to be nonparticipants due to discouragement over job prospects® or because of ill health or
disability. Among both Negro and other races and white adult men 25 to 59 years old, ill health and disability were
the main reasons for being outside the labor force—about half the total-while discouragement over job prospects
accounted for about 3 percent of the reasons for nonparticipation (table 27).

Unemployment.

Consistent with the economic recovery which continued throughout most of 1973, jobless rates from 1972 to
1973 declined to 8.9 percent for Negro and other races workers and 4.3 percent for white workers. 'The over-the-year
decline was of about the same magnitude for Negro and other races and white workers. The Negro and other
races-to-white unemployment rate ratio was 2.1 to 1 in 1973. This relationship has generally held at 2 to 1 or more
since the Korean War period, except for a narrowing during 1970 and 1971 (table 28).

Between the last quarter of 1973 and the first quarter of 1974, however, jobless rates for both Negro and other
races and whites moved back up—to 9.3 and 4.7 percent (seasonally adjusted), respectively; their unemployment rate
ratio was 2 to 1 during the quarter (table 29).

! These labor force changes take into account the effects of 1970 Census population control adjustments made in January 1972 and
March 1973. For further information, see footnote to table 25 and section on Definitions and Explanations.
2Shown as “think cannot get job” on table 27.
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Unemployment-Continued

Negro and other races/white unemployment rate differentials occur in each major age-sex category, but the
difference is most pronounced among teenagers. In 1973, the jobless rate for Negro and other races teens averaged
30.2 percent, 2.4 times the rate for white teens—12.6 percent. At 8.2 percent, the rate for Negro and other races adult
women was 1.9 times that of white women while the 5.7 percent rate for Negro and other races men was twice that of
white men. Over the last 10 years, this ratio has narrowed for adult men and widened for teenagers (table 30).

In line with the downturn in overall jobless rate from 1972 to 1973, those for married men with spouse present
(who traditionally have the lowest rates among the major labor force categories) declined for both Negro and other
races and whites. The Negro and other races to white jobless ratio for married men was 1.8 to 1 in 1973, compared to
1.7 to 1 in 1972 (table 31).

In October 1973, Negro and other races teenagers, both those who were enrolled in school and those who were not
enrolled in school, were still about twice as likely to be unemployed as white teenage students and nonstudents. At
the same time, students and nonstudents of Negro and other races were less likely than whites to be in the labor force
(table 32).

The jobless rate for Vietnam era veterans 20 to 34 years old of Negro and other races was down to 8.4 percent in
1973. For both Negro and other races and whites, there was no statistical difference in jobless rates between veterans
and nonveterans (table 33).

Jobless rates for blacks differ substantially by occupation of last job. Among the major occupational groupings in
1973, the lowest jobless rates were recorded among blacks in managerial occupations. Among white collar workers,
sales workers had the highest unemployment rates; among blue collar workers, nonfarm laborers and operatives (other
than transport equipment operatives) had the highest rates (table 34).

Unemployment rates were significantly higher among blacks than among whites in most major occupational groups
in 1973. However, sharp differences existed in black-to-white jobless ratios. The widest jobless gap occurred among
sales workers—3.4 to 1—while the black-to-white jobless ratio was lowest for nonfarm laborers—only 1.2 to 1.

Jobless rates for blacks also varied sharply by major industry group of last job; they were generally highest in those
industries in which unemployment is traditionally severe. Among black men in 1973, jobless rates ranged from 11.6
percent among workers in construction to 2.7 percent for black men who last worked in finance, insurance, and real
estate. Among black women, jobless rates ranged from 16.1 percent among workers in wholesale and retail trade to
3.8 percent among black women in transportation and public utilities (table 35).
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Annual averages)

Table 24. Labor Force Status of Persons: 1960 to 1973

(Numbers in thousands.

41

1:;:: lfi::ce Employed Unemployed
Year Negro and Negro and Negro and

other White other White other White

races races races
1960. Geereeeaans 7,714 61,913 6,927 58,850 787 3,063
1961............... 7,802 62,654 6,832 58,912 970 3,742
1962..... ceeee st 7,863 62,750 7,004 59,698 859 3,052
1963. Ceeeeaes .o 8,004 63,830 7,140 60,622 864 3,208
1964............... 8,169 64,921 7,383 61,922 786 2,999
1965........... e 8,319 66,136 7,643 63,445 676 2,691
1966..... e 8,496 67,274 7,875 65,019 621 2,253
1967...... e ceeee 8,648 68,699 8,011 66,361 638 2,338
1968............. . 8,760 69,977 8,169 67,751 590 2,226
1969......... . 8,954 71,779 8,384 69,518 570 2,261
1970. . ........... . 9,197 73,518 8,445 70,182 752 3,337
1971......... e et 9,322 74,790 8,403 70,716 919 4,074
1972'..... e 9,584 76,958 8,628 73,074 956 " 3,884
1973, . ... ... 10,025 78,689 9,131 75,278 894 3,411

!Based on 1970 census population controls; therefore, not strictly comparable to data for

earlier years.
March 1973.

and that for Negro and other races by about 45,000.

Census population control adjustments were introduced in January 1972 and
The 1972 adjustment raised the employment level for whites by about 255,000
The March 1973 adjustment lowered the

employment level for whites by about 150,000, while Negro and other races levels were raised

by about 210,000.
year.

Source:

L]

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Unemployment levels and rates were not significantly affected in either
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Table 25. - Civilian Labor Force Participation Rates by Age and Sex: 1963, 1968, and 1973

(Annual averages)

1963 1968 1973
Age and sex “nd e e
other White other White other White
races races races
MEN
Total, 16 years and over. 80.2 81.5 77.6 80.4 73.8 79.5
16 and 17 years......ccco0ccees 37.2 42.4 37.9 47.7 33.4 52.7
18 and 19 years..........o0v0.. 69.1 67.8 63.3 65.7 61.4 72.3
20 t0 24 years........oc0c0000e 88.6 85.8 85.0 82.4 81.8 85.8
25 to 34 years......cccc000enne 94.9 97.4 95.0 97.2 91.7 96.3
35 to44 years.......ccco000s00s 94.9 97.8 93.4 97.6 91.3 96.8
45 t0 54 years.....cccececeannn 91.1 96.2 90.1 95.4 88.0 93.5
55 to 64 years........ccc0ennn. 82.5 86.6 79.6 84.7 70.7 79.0
65 years and over...........000 27.6 28.4 26.6 27.3 22.6 22.8
WOMEN
Total, 16 years and over. 48.1 37.2 49.3 40.7 49.1 44.1
16 and 17 years.........cc00... 21.5 27.9 23.3 33.0 24.3 41.7
18 and 19 years......ccccceevee 44.9 51.3 46.9 53.3 45.1 58.9
20 to 24 years.....cc.0c000000 49.2 47.3 58.4 54.0 57.5 61.6
25 to 34 years.......ce00000000 53.3 34.8 56.6 40.6 61.0 48.5
35 to44 years.........cc0000es 59.4 43.1 59.3 47.5 60.7 52.2
45 to 54 years.......ccc000c000n 60.6 49.5 59.8 561.5 56.4 53.4
55 t0 64 years......ceccecs00000 47.3 38.9 47.0 42.0 44.7 40.8
65 years and over....... [P 11.8 9.4 11.9 9.4 11.1 8.7
Note: The civilian labor force participation rate is the proportion of the civilian

noninstitutional population that is in the labor force.

Source:

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

‘



’

——

W

43

Table 26. Civilian Labor Force Participation Rates by Educational Attainment, Age, and Sex: March 1973

18 years and over

18 to 24 years

25 to 54 years

55 years and over

Years of school completed
and sex Negro Negro Negro Negro
and and and and
other White other White other White other White
races races races races
MEN
TotBl..eeveeocassncosncss 76.5 80. 7 72.9 78.6 920, 1 95. 5 47,6 52,7
Elementary: 8 years or less.. 62,7 59,3 58.3 83.2 87.7 89.3 41,2 38.4
High school: 1 to 3 years..... 79.9 80.3 68,5 78.0 89,7 95.3 63,0 56.3
4 years.......... 86,3 88.7 80.0 86,1 92,8 97.0 64,7 65,3
College: 1 to 3 years..... 76.8 81.4 68, 1 66,8 87.7 94,8 (B) 65.5
4 years or more.. 86,1 90. 9 (B) 81,5 91.3 97,6 61,0 68,6
WOMEN
Total.....ovvevnoncnncans 51.1 43.9 53.1 58.9 59,7 51.0 28.9 23.6
Elementary: 8 years or less.. 31,9 22.8 31.4 31,8 46,0 39.5 21.4 14.2
High School: 1 to 3 years....,. 47.6 38.5 38.3 44.6 54,0 45.8 38.0 23.9
4 years.......... 61,6 50.3 61,3 62,9 63.8 52.6 44.6 31.2
College: 1 to 3 years.,... 62, 1 48.9 55.9 56, 6 69,0 52.2 48.0 29.6
4 years or more.. 77.3 59,6 (B) 86.8 83.4 61.6 51,5 37.3

B Base too small for figures, to be shown.

Source:

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics,



Table 27. Persons Not in the Labor Force by Reason for Nonparticipation, by Sex and Age: 1973

(Annual averages)

16 years old 16 to 24 23 to 59 60 years
and over years years and over
Sex and reason Negro Negro Negro Negro
and and and and
other White other bt other White other White
races races races races
MEN
Total number not in labor

force..........thousands.. 1,975 | 12,564 780 3,582 454 1,969 741 7,013
Percent....ccoccce0ceccnn 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100, 0 100.0 100. 0 100.0

In 8choOl. .. veveve eovnconsonss 32,9 24.8 75.7 80, 4 12,7 11,8 0.3 -
I11 health, disability......... 24,5 17. 4 4,2 2.2 53.0 52.1 28.2 18.5
Home responsibilities.......... 1.8 1.5 0.9 0.7 2.4 2,1 2.6 1.8
Retirement, old age............ 23.8 43.4 - - 0.9 5.6 62,9 76.2
Think cannot get job........... 2.5 1.4 2.9 1.6 3.5 2,6 1,5 0.9
All other reasons.............. 14,5 11,4 16,3 15,0 27.5 25.9 4.6 5.6

WOMEN
Total number not in labor

force.......... thousands., 4,632 | 38,049 1,310 6,399 2,141 | 18,854 1,181 12,795
Percent.......cooncescnss 100.0 | 100,06 | 100.0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0 100.0

In 8chool...ovuvvececacsnccnens 14,2 7.7 46,0 42.8 2.5 0.9 0.3 0,1
I11 health, disability......... 11,5 5.2 1,9 1,7 13.1 5.1 19,3 7.1
Home responsibilities.......... 62,9 79.0 36.7 44,1 75.0 88.3 70.0 82.6
Retirement, old age.....ccc0... 2.3 3.0 - - - 0.1 8.8 8.8
Think cannot get job........... 2,8 0.9 3.9 1.5 3.5 0.9 0.3 0.4
All other reasons.........eeco. 6.3 4,3 11,5 10.0 5.9 4,6 1.3 1.0

- Rounds to zero.

Source: U.8. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 28. Unemployment Rates: 1960 to 1973

(Annual averages)

45

Year

Unemployment rate

Negro and
other races

White

Ratio:

Negro

and other
races to white

-

1960...cc0ceeccncecccoccnnnes
1961....cceccceecccccoocccnns
1962. .. .c0veiceeceoncceccnces
1963. .. cccceercvcccncceccnncs
1964...0ccvvcecccccscsoncanss
1965. . cccceeccceccnsooncoane
1966..c00ccvcvcccoccrccoconss
1967 .. ceceeerceeccoccconcanns
1968, .. .ccceeccvccnccccnccaans
1969, ..cccveveccvrsccccsncane
1970, . ccceeveccncecococccnses
8

1972, . iieieceeccccscaceans

1973, .. cceerececcceccnocsannse

e

[
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Note:
unemployed.

Source:

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The unemployment rate is the percent of the civilian labor force that is

Table 29. Unemployment Rates, by Sex and Age: 1973 and 1974
(Seasonally adjusted.

Quarterly averages)

Sex, age, and race

1973

1974

2nd
quarter

3rd
quarter

1st
quarter

NEGRO AND OTHER RACES

Total.....ooovieevecssnsssonnne 9
Men, 20 years and OVer......ccccccecee 5
Women, 20 years and OVer.......ccc0c0 8
Both sexes, 16-19 years......ccceo00.. 30

WHITE

TotBl...ceeeeeevevecsccacosanne 4
Men, 20 years and OVer....ccccecvevee 3.
Women, 20 years and OVer.....cecececee 4
Both sexes, 16-19 years........eccee. 12

4.4
3.0
4.3
12.9

Source:

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 30. Unemployment Rates by Sex and Age: 1963, 1968, and 1973

(Annual averages)

Sex, age, and race 1963 1968 1973
NEGRO AND OTHER RACES
Total...oeeerecseoooocsonsasonssooce 10.8 6.7 8.9
Men, 20 years and OVer.......cec00s000000 9.2 3.9 5.7
Women, 20 years and OVer.......ccccecoeee 9.4 6.3 8.2
Both sexes, 16 to 19 years.....ccccveeve. 30.4 25.0 30.2
NEGRO
Total....veeueocncoaororansoacannns (NA) (NA) 9.3
Men, 20 years and OVer......cccoeeeveoees (NA) (NA) 5.9
Women, 20 years 8nd OVer.......cccoocceeee (NA) (NA) 8.5
Both sexes, 16 to 19 years........cccc0ue. (NA) (NA) 31.4
WHITE
Total...i.vveeeveosocessocnconnssns 5.0 3.2 4.3
Men, 20 years and OVer.......ceoee00asees 3.9 2,0 2.9
Women, 20 years and OVer......ccoaeeeceee 4.8 3.4 4.3
Both sexes, 16 to 19 years......ccee00c0. 15.5 11.0 12.6
RATIO: NEGRO AND OTHER RACES TO WHITE
Total...ocieeveegococcoocconossancs 2.2 2.1 2.1
Men, 20 years and OVer.....c.eeoceeecceess 2.4 2.0 2.0
Women, 20 years 8nd OVer......ccoecesesee 2.0 1.9 1.9
Both sexes, 16 t0 19 years......ccccc0eee 2.0 2.3 2.4
RATIO: NEGRO TO WHITE
Total. . covveerenvecesoseoaasacnnnns (NA) (NA) 2.2
Men, 20 years and OVer.....cccecceeccoeve. (NA) (NA) 2.0
Women, 20 years and OVer.......cccceooceee (NA) (NA) 2.0
Both sexes, 16 to 19 years.......c.ccoc..- (NA) (NA) 2.5

Note:

basic changes in the concepts and definitions introduced in January 1967.

NA Not available.

Source:

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Data for 1968 and 1973 are not strictly comparable with 1963 data because of
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Table 31. Unemployment Rates for Married Men, With Spouse Present: 1962 to 1973

(Annual averages)

Unemployment rate Ratio: Negro
Year and other
Negro and

other races White races to white
1962....oo.u"ooo'oooo.o.'.o- 7.9 3.1 2.5
1%3.'..'O.O.O'Q'."O.l.....' 6.8 3.0 2.3
1964...0'..O......'.......... 5.3 2.5 2.1
19650...00000...0..'0.0.0.00. 4.3 201 200
19660..0.0.'00..0--.0.00.0..0 306 107 2'1
1967..'l.....'..'...........' 3.2 1.7 1.9
19680.no.-oo..o.ooo.ooo..oo..o 2.9 105 109
1%90...'..........'l........ 2.5 1.4 1.8
19700 cccececccssssncsnsesanss 3.9 2.4 1.6
1971....0.00..IO'Q.O....O.Q.. 5.0 300 1.7
1972.0.00.0l...'..'...‘...... 4.5 2.6 107
1”3..00......'.0.000-0.0000. 3.8 2.1 108

Source: U.S8. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Table 32. Work and School Status of Persons 16 to 19 Years Old: October 1973
(Numbers in thousands)
Negro and other races White
Work status 2 lled Not Enrolled Not

in school enrolled in school enrolled

in school in school
Total population 16 to 19 years old.. 1,488 800 9,029 4,526
mloyw.o..a.'..o..0.............00.000... 235 374 3’521 3,059
Un’ployed....'..".0............0....0..0. 87 133 517 383
Iiooking for fu].l-ti.e 'Ork....n.o....... 7 121 21 345
moking for part-time work..ceecoeccccsce 80 12 496 38
Not in l‘mr rorce....‘...0.".0.....0.0..0‘ 1’166 293 4,991 1’084
Percent of population in labor force....... 21.6 63.4 44.7 76.0
Un-plonwt r‘te.‘.'..l........l.........' 27.0 26l2 12.8 11.1

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau

of Labor Statistics.
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Table 33. Unemployment Rates of Men 20 to 34 Years Old, by Vietnam Era
Veteran-Nonveteran Status and Age: 1970 to 1973

(Annual averages)

Age and year

Negro and other races

White

Vietnam era

Vietnam era

veterans Nonveterans veterans Nonveterans

Total 20 to 34 years
197000.-......0l...‘.............‘..... 11.3 301 6'1 4.8
1971..0..00.0.........0‘..'.O.'OO...". 12.9 10.5 7.7 5.7
1972, cieveeeeccnssscssscsccsoscscocncscas 11,7 9.6 6.2 5.2
19730....‘....O..O.O...............O... 8.4 8.6 4.6 4.3

20 to 24 years

1970...-oo000.oo-oo-ccooooooooooo.'..'.
1971.0'.000.0..l...0.0.0..00'-.'.I.l...
1972000000'000000000...0.....00..0.00..

1973 cececeecececnocoacccsoscosesossoses
25 to 29 years

1970..-..ocooouoooooao.oo-oo--ooooootoo
197100.0.000-o.-'0000000.000'0000000000
19720.0.00--.ooocoooo.o-cooono-ooo-aooo

1973...0....0......0..0..0.....0.0...O.
30 to 34 years

1970.-.ooo.oo-o-ooo-.ooooo.-.o-ooo.o..'
19710-oooalo.ooocoo-oooooooo-oouao.oooo
1972, iieieeeoecesocsscereroanacannaces

1973000l00000000o-.oo.o.olo..mo--ooo...

B Base too small for figure to be shown.

Source:

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 34. Unemployment Rates by Occupation and Sex: 1973

(Annual averages)

49

Total Men Women
Occupation
Negro | White Negro White | Negro | White
Total, all civilian workers............ 9.3 4.3 7.9 3.7 11.1 5.3
Experienced labor force.............. 7.8 3.7 6.8 . 9.0 4.5
White-collar workers........cecceeeccoeeace 6.7 2.7 5.1 1.7 7.6 3.8
Professional and technical workers....... 4.5 2.0 4.5 1.5 4.5 2.8
Managers and administrators, except farm. 2.2 1.4 2.0 1.1 2.5 2.5
Sales workers........ ciesescssesesssaeans 11.5 3.4 9.6 2.3 13.4 4.8
Clerical WOrkers.......cccceeeeesecanonaas 8.2 3.8 6.0 2.7 9.0 4.1
Blue-collar workers.........cccoeeccocesnse 8.0 5.0 7.1 4.5 11.5 7.1
Craft and kindred workers................ 5.3 3.6 5.0 3.5 10.2 5.5
Operatives, except transport............. 9.4 5.6 7.7 4.5 11,7 7.3
Transport equipment operatives........... 5.1 3.9 5.1 3.9 3.8 2.7
Nonfarm 1aborers........ccccoceceecesooaes 9.5 8.1 9.2 8.1 14.3 8.6
Service WOorkers.......ccoecetvecceeccocncncs 8.7 5.0 8.2 5.0 8.9 5.0
Private household.......cccecvvcevocncces 6.8 2.9 10.2 3.8 6.8 2.9
(0.2 1 - 9.2 5.2 8.1 5.0 10.0 5.4
Farm workers.......ccccseeeeeeecscenscsnsas 6.0 2,2 4.9 2.0 14.3 2.5

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 35. Unemployment Rates by Industry and Sex: 1973

(Annual averages)

Men Women
Industry
Negro White Negro White
Total.....i.vivverensonnnconcans Cecsceecsnens 7.9 3.7 11.1 5.3
Private nonagricultural wage and salary workers.. 7.3 3.8 9.9 5.3
Mining...... Ceteeeseeieans N (B) 3.0 (B) 1.0
Construction.......cooviviienncrssrnoscanonnnasns 11.6 8.8 (B) 5.1
Manufacturing............ ... ittt iiinenccnnnnnns 6.4 2.9 10.8 6.3
Durable goodS.........co0vevuuues Ceeceesssesesns 5.9 3.0 10.2 5.7
Primary metal industries. et ecaeaaena 3.8 2.7 (B) 5.6
Fabricated metal products......... ....... oo 5.9 3.9 (B) 6.4
MAChINeTrY. . ..voveueronneensnoresenscannnsanns 6.0 1.8 (B) 4.4
Electrical equipment..... eeeean Ceseesesacans 8.2 2.4 9.0 5.2
Motor vehicles and equipment......... e .. 6.6 1.5 (B) 2.9
All other transportation equipment........... 6.3 4.4 (B) 8.3
Other durable goods industries.............. . 5.4 4.1 13.3 6.6
Nondurable goods. . et i sececes ettt e 7.2 2.8 11.3 6.8
Food and kindred products .............. cecsee 7.4 3.9 14.6 11.7
Textile mill products................. veseese 5.5 2.5 8.6 4.9
Apparel and other finished textile products. . 10.6 5.5 10.5 6.7
Other nondurable goods industrieg............ 7.1 2.2 12.0 5.6
Transportation and public utilities.............. 5.1 2.6 3.8 3.4
Railroads and railway eXpress............c.c.... 3.7 1.8 (B) (B)
Other transportation............. e 5.6 3.9 (B) 4.5
Communication and other public utilities 3.6 1.2 3.8 2.6
Wholesale and retail trade..........c.cv0ecuueenee 9.6 4.1 16.1 6.4
Finance, insurance, and real estate.............. 2.7 1.7 8.5 3.2
Service industries..............ciitiiiiiinnns 8.6 3.8 8.6 4.4
Professional services............. N 6.4 2.4 7.9 3.3
All other' service industries................... 10.1 5.0 9.0 6.2
Agricultural wage and salary workers............... 7.5 6.4 14.7 7.3
All other classes Of WOTKerS.......cconceeesncsssne 4.0 1.3 6.4 2.1

B Base too small for figure to be shown.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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EMPLOYMENT

At 9.1 million in 1973, the number of employed persons of Negro and other races was up about 4 percent over the
year, compared to about a 3 percent rise for white persons. Over the last 5 years, the number of Negro and other races
with jobs has risen about 9 percent compared to 11 percent for whites (see table 24).3

Early 1974 data show a change in this pattern of job growth, however. During the first quarter of the year, the
number (seasonally adjusted) of employed Negro and other races and white workers remained statistically unchanged
from the last quarter of 1973 (table 36).

In 1973, employed Negro and other races were more likely than whites to be working at part-time jobs for
economic reasons.* Among Negro and other races, 4.2 percent of the employed men and 6.1 percent of the women
were working part time involuntarily, while the comparable proportions among whites were 2.2 and 3.8 percent,
respectively (table 37).

During the 1963-73 decade, there occurred a greater degree of occupational upgrading among employed Negro and
other races than among their white counterparts; however, in 1973, Negro and other races still lagged far behind
whites in the proportion holding high-paying, high-status jobs. For example, the proportion of men of Negro and
other races employed in white-collar jobs rose from 15 to 23 percent over the decade while the comparable
percentage for whites remained just over 40 percent. The proportion of Negro and other races men employed as craft
workers rose from 11 to 15 percent over the decade, while for whites it remained around the 20 percent level (table
38). Among women of Negro and other races, a similar pattern occurred with respect to white-collar employment
(table 39). Looked at another way, black men and women continued to be overrepresented in lower-paying,
less-skilled jobs and underrepresented in better-paying, higher-skilled occupations. While black workers constituted
about 10 percent of the employed population, they represented about 6 percent of the professional and technical
workers, 3 percent of the managers and administrators, and 6 percent of the craft and kindred workers. In marked
contrast, they made up about 20 percent of the nonfarm laborers and a similar proportion of service workers (table
40).

Similar labor market inequities are apparent in an examination of the industrial composition of the employed.
Blacks made up about 6 percent of workers in both wholesale and retail trade and finance, insurance, and real estate,
in contrast to 22 percent of the workers in personal service industries, including private household; 14 percent of
those in hospitals and other health services; and 13 percent of those employed in public administration. The
proportion of black workers in both durable and nondurable goods manufacturing industries in 1973 was about
consistent with their overall proportion of the employed—10 percent (table 41).

In May of 1973, blacks represented 15.7 percent of all full-time Federal employees—about the same proportion as
in November 1970. Also, in 1973, blacks held 12.2 percent of Federal jobs paid under the Federal Classification Act
(General Schedule employees); 20.9 percent under Wage Systems; 19.5 percent under Postal Field Service; and 6.7
under all other pay systems. In the Jast three years these proportions changed very little; of the job categories, the
Federal Classification Act system registered the largest increase (1.1 percent points) in the proportion of black
workers.

In the period 1970 to 1973, the proportion of blacks in the higher grades—GS-12 to 18—increased moderately.
Blacks now account for 3.3 percent of persons in grades GS-12 to 15, and 2.5 percent of those in grades GS-16 to 18
(tables 42).

3See footnote 1.
“Includes slack work, material shortages, repairs to plant and equipment, start or termination of job during the week, and inability to
find full-time work.
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Earnings

Annual earnings of black men working at year-round full-time jobs averaged (median) $7,301 in 1972, about 69
percent those of white men—$10,593; moreover, earnings levels of black men were substantially below those of
whites in nearly every major occupational category.

Some of these earnings -differences may be due to the fact that blacks and whites are concentrated in different
occupations within each of the major occupational categories for which data were tabulated, and the level of earnings
varies for specific occupations. In addition, some of the black-white earnings variations are due to differences in age,
education, and job experience of blacks and whites within each occupation.

In contrast to earnings patterns for black and white men, the earnings levels of black women working at year-round
full-time jobs were closer to those of white women. Overall, black women averaged $5,147 in 1972, 86 percent of the
average earnings of white women. Earnings levels of black women who were clerical, private household, or other
service workers were approximately the same as their white counterparts (table 43).

When earnings differentials are examined by number of weeks worked and full-time/part-time status during the
year, the data show that there is little variation from the overall black-white earnings pattern, particularly for men.
Black men who were year-round, full-time workers received about 69 percent of the earnings of their white
counterparts, while black part-time workers made 66 percent of white earnings. Among women working year round
full time, blacks earned 86 percent of the earnings of whites, while black women who usually worked part time made
91 percent of the earnings of their white counterparts (table 44).

" Work Experience

About 10.7 million persons of Negro and other races and 86.3 million white persons worked at some time during
1972. The percent of the population 16 years old and over who worked at some time during the year varied by race
and sex. Among men, whites were more likely than persons of Negro and other races to have worked during the
year—84 and 77 percent, respectively, while among women, the proportion of persons of Negro and other races with
work experience was slightly greater than whites—54 and 52 percent, respectively (table 45).

Among men, year-round, full-time employment was more prevalent among whites than among Negro and other
races; the proportion of men who usually worked at part-time jobs during the year was about the same for both races.
Among women, there was a different work pattern during the year. Women of Negro and other races were more likely
than whites to work at year-round full-time jobs in 1972, while white women were more likely to hold part-time jobs
during the year.

The extent and duration of unemployment and the number of times unemployment was experienced during the
year are important factors in determining the relative severity of joblessness for persons of Negro and other races and
whites. In 1972, as in previous years, Negro and other races men and women were more likely to be unemployed at
some time during the year, to accumulate more weeks of joblessness, and to have multiple spells of unemployment.
About 22 percent of the Negro and other races workers compared to about 15 percent of the white workers were
unemployed at some time during 1972. Long-term unemployment (a total of 15 weeks or more) was experienced by
41 percent o the unemployed persons of Negro and other races compared to 33 percent of the white jobless in 1972.
As usual, 3 spells or more of unemployment were experienced by a slightly greater proportion of Negro and other
races than whites. These Negro and other races-to-white differences in unemployment patterns during the year were
of about the same magnitude for men and women (table 46).

Note: Consistent with the overall plan of this report, the section on Labor Force and Employment focuses primarily on the situation
in 1973 and past trends in the status of black workers. Because of significant economic developments in late 1973 and eary 1974, with
resulting changes in the employment situation, limited employment and unemployment data on a quarterly basis for 1973 and 1974 have
been included in this section. This provides the basis for a more current assessment of the employment status of blacks relative to whites.
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Table 36. Employment Status: 1973 and 1974

(Numbers in thousands. Seasonally adjusted. Quarterly averages)
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1973 1974
Labor force status and race 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st
quarter quarter quarter quarter quarter
NEGRO AND OTHER RACES
Civilian labor force............ PP 9,820 9,946 10,105 10,232 10,376
Percent of population............ 60.2 59.8 60.4 60.7 60.9
Employment..........ccocoveenceennns 8,940 9,047 9,191 9,348 9,409
Percent of population...... ceeees 54.8 54.4 54.9 55.4 5§5.2
Unemployment.......ccoocceeeceeecene 880 899 914 884 967
Tmemployment rate................ 9.0 9.0 9.0 8.6 9.3
WHITE
Civilian labor force........c.coeoeve 77,792 78,510 78,856 79,648 80,125
Percent of population............ 60.5 60.9 60.9 61.2 61.4
Employment......oeceeeeecenccrocans 74,270 75,062 75,559 76,287 76,393
Percent of population............ 57.7 58.2 58.3 58.7 58.5
UNemployment ......ccoooeceecerenns 3,522 3,448 3,297 3,361 3,731
Unemployment rate........cccoev.. . 4.5 4.4 4.2 4.2 4.7
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Table 37. Persons at Work in Nonagricultural Industries by Full- or Part-Time
Status and Sex: 1973
(Annual averages)
Men Women
Status Negro Negro
and White and White
other races other races
Total at work,........thousands.. 4,602 41,941 3,649 25,990
Percent...cccceccececcesssocses 100 100 100 100
Part-time for economic reasonsS......... 4 2 6 4
Voluntary part=time....ccccceceveececee 6 7 18 25
On full-time schedules’........cceeuues 89 91 76 72
40 hours Or lesS.....ccocecceccscocece 67 52 66 57
41 hours Or MOT@..cccccosccscccccccee 22 39 10 14
Average hours, total at work...ceceece. 39.3 42.3 34.7 34.3
Average hours, workers on full-time
schedules.......cecer0000c0000c0coccse 41.7 44.7 39.6 40,5

11ncludes persons who usually work full-time but worked part-time' for noneconomic reasons.

Source:

U.8. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 38. Occupation of Employed Men: 1963, 1968, and 1973

(Annual averages)

1963 1968 1973
Occupation "jﬁ? "‘;f? “:§;°
other White other White other White
races races races
Total number employed....thousands.. 4,229 40,428 4,702 43,411 5,133 46,830
Percent...c.ccceoevsscvcceccovascs 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
White-collar workers....cecc.co0cecnvcoves 15.3 40.6 19.0 42.0 22.9 41.7
Professional and technical....ccccooaese 4.9 12.6 6.6 14.1 8.2 14.2
Medical and other health.....co000ceee 0.7 1.3 0.9 1.4 1.0 1.4
Teachers, except college.....ccccoessse 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.4 1.4 1.7
Other professional and technical...... 3.2 10.1 4.7 11.3 5.8 11.0
Managers and administrators, except
PAIMecccoooescccocoossssccscsscssnososs 3.5 14.9 3.6 14.7 5.2 14.5
Salaried workers.......coco0000cc00000 1.4 8.5 1.9 10.6 3.7 11.5
Self-employed.cceecocrcsocccocoscsnssss 2.1 6.4 1.8 4.0 1.5 2.9
Sales WOTKersS.....ccoccececcococssccncsse 1.7 5.9 1.7 6.1 2.1 6.5
Retall trade.....occecececcocconccoses 0.9 2.3 1.0 2.4 1.2 2.4
Other industries..........ecocevceocee 0.8 3.6 0.8 3.7 0.9 4.1
Clerical WOrkers.....ccoceeseceocscceases 5.2 7.2 7.1 7.1 7.4 6.5
Blue-collar workers.....cececececcecocccse 57.3 45.8 59.7 46.1 57.7 46 .3
Craft and kindred workers.......ccce.000 10.7 20.3 13.4 20.9 14.9 21.5
Carpenters.....ccceeeececcscssnonscsccs 1.1 1.9 1.0 1.9 1.2 2.2
Construction craft workers, except
carpenters.....ccececececeiec.oncones 3.0 4.1 3.3 4.0 3.9 4.6
Mechanics and repairers...c..ccecceeee 3.4 5.1 4.4 5.5 3.9 5.7
Metal ‘craft workers.......c.coceceeoeees 0.9 2.5 1.4 2.7 1.3 2.3
Blue-collar supervisors, n.e.C........ 1.7 2.8 0.9 3.0 1.7 2.7
All other craft workers......ccocovces 0.6 3.9 2.3 3.8 2.9 4.1
Operatives, except transport............ 17.7 14.4 20.8 14.4 17.4 12.3
Transport equipment operatives.......... 7.7 5.1 7.4 4.9 9.1 5.7
Nonfarm 1aborers.....cc.ccceceocesessoce 21.2 6.0 18.1 5.9 16.3 6.8
Service WOrkers.....ccc.ce00000000cce0000e 16.3 6.0 14.5 6.1 15.4 7.1
Farm workers.....c.coccco0c0cceecscccsncscs 11.0 7.6 6.8 5.9 3.9 4.9
Farmers and farm managers.......cceooese 3.4 5.2 2.0 4.0 1.1 3.2
Farm laborers and supervisors........... 7.8 2.4 4.8 1.9 2.8 1.7

Note: Beginning with 1971, occupational employment data are not strictly comparable with statistics
for 1970 and earlier years as a result of changes in the occupational classification system for the
1970 Census of Population that were introduced in January 1971, and the addition of a question to the
Current Population Survey in December 1971 relating to major activities and duties.
of these changes, see Bureau of the Census Technical Paper No. 26 and Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Employment and Earnings (monthly), Explanatory Notes.

Source: U.8. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

For an explanation
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Table 39. Occupation of Employed Women: 1963, 1968, and 1973
(Annual aversges)

1963 1968 1973
Occupation Negro Negro Negro
and White and "hite and White
other other other
races races races
Total number employed......thousands.. 3,911 20,194 3,467 24,340 3,999 28,448
POrcent.....ccoo0creecscnscososcsene 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
White-Collar WOrkers......cccccoceosococcee 21.3 60.8 31.8 63.1 41.8 63.3
Professional and technical............... 7.8 13.8 9.8 14.6 13.0 14.9
Medical and other health.......ccoc0.0 1.6 3.7 2.3 3.8 3.4 3.8
Teachers, except college.......c.cccc0e 4.5 8.7 4.7 5.8 8.0 6.8
Other professional and technical....... 1.7 ‘4.1 3.8 8.0 3.7 4.6
Managers and administrators, exoept
LAYM. . . oececvsoccsoccososssnsesescsosess 1.8 5.3 1.6 4.9 3.6 8.2
821aried WOrkers.......ccccoo0veececeene 0.6 3.1 0.8 3.3 1.9 4.0
8012-@mPlOYy@d. .. .o vocrorescscncsoseses 1.0 3.2 0.7 1.6 0.8 1.3
82108 WOrKOrsS....ccc0cccccescsecsccesssce 1.7 8.3 2.2 7.8 2.5 7.5
Rotall trade......ccccvveverercsccnncos 1.4 7.2 1.9 6.7 3.3 6.3
Other 1ndUStries........ccoccceeccvsoes 0.3 0.9 0.3 0.9 0.3 1.2
Clerical WOrkers.......c.coceceecevvecccs 10.2 33.8 18.3 36.0 24.4 35.7
Stepographers, typists, and
BOCTOtaries.......ccocov0cececiccnccess 3.0 12.3 5.0 12.8 8.0 13.4
Other clerical WOrkers......ccccoeceeee 7.3 21.6 13.3 23.2 16.4 23.3
Blue=COollar WOrkers..........cccecovsevsoss 14.8 16.7 18.8 16.6 19.1 18.7
Craft and kindred workers.........cococ.. 0.8 1.1 0.8 1.3 1.1 1.8
Operatives, except transport............. 13.8 15.1 17.3 14.7 16.4 13.9
Transport equipment operatives........... 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.5
Nonfarm 1aborers.......ccocoeeecoosoconcs 0.7 0.3 0.6 0.4 1.3 0.9
SOrvice WOrkersS.......cccocovccvcaccccsacse 56.7 19.8 47.2 18.32 38.1 19.3
Private housebold workers.......cccocvcse 34.3 4.9 22.1 3.8 13.9 2.9
Service workers, except private
BOUSGROLd. .. ccovovvrrrorcnccovscsncnccns 22.4 14.8 25.1 14.4 25.23 16.4
FArm WOrKOrsS. ....cccoccvvceoccrccccnscccens 7.3 3.0 2.8 3.1 1.3 1.6
Farmers and farm BANAGOrS....c.cccocccocee 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.3
Farm laborers and supervisors............ 6.4 3.8 3.3 1.8 1.3 1.3

Note: Beginning with 1971, occupational employment data are not strictly comparable with statistics
for 1970 and earlier years as a result of changes in the occupatiomal classification system for the
1970 Census of Population that wero introduced in January 1971, and the addition of a question to the
Current Population Survey in December 1971 relating to major activities and duties. For an
explanation of these changes, see Bureau of the Census Technical Paper No. 26 and Bureau of Labor
Statistics, Employment and Earnings (monthly), Explanatory Notes.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 40. Occupation of the Employed Population: 1973

(Numbers in thousands.

Annual averages)

Percent
Occupation Total Negro White Negro

of total
Total employed........... Cetereenas 84,409 8,061 75,278 9.5
White-collar workers......... ceee et et essarnans 40,386 2,302 37,545 5.7
Professional and technical............... PP 11,777 684 10,876 5.8
Engineers.........v it initnnnrinnneanns .o 1,094 15 1,053 1.4
Medical and other health...... Cieesecsiaeae 1,939 124 1,754 6.4
Teachers, except college...... Cesanna ceien 2,916 253 2,644 8.7
Other professional and technical........... 5,828 291 5,426 5.0
Managers and administrators, except farm..... 8,644 280 8,270 3.2
Salaried workers..... f ettt e 6,815 202 6,548 3.0
Self-employed..........c.covu.0n P 1,829 78 1,722 4.3
Sales workers............. Cies et eate e ceaen 5,415 167 5,207 3.1
Retail trade...... et eei e cerene e 3,074 123 2,921 4.0
Other industries...........c.cieiiivinnnns 2,342 44 2,286 1.9
Clerical workers.......... et cieeeen 14,548 1,171 13,192 8.0
Stenographers, typists, and secretaries.... 4,206 269 3,880 6.4
Other clerical workers..........coeivveeunsn. 10,342 902 9,313 8.7
Blue-collar workers............. Ce e cen 29,869 3,411 26,147 11.4
Craft and kindred workers....... et 11,288 713 10,479 6.3
Carpenters...cieeeecosescsccanses ceeessones 1,078 49 1,018 4.5
Construction craft workers, except carpenters 2,357 185 2,152 7.8
Mechanics and repairers............. ceeren 2,903 170 2,702 5.9
Metal craft workers.............. e 1,159 65 1,086 5.6
Blue-collar supervisors, n.e.c....... ferene 1,460 87 1,364 6.0
All other craft workers.......ccovuveovesen 2,333 158 2,157 6.8
Operatives, except transport......... [P 10,972 1,410 9,425 12.9
Transport equipment operatives............... 3,297 467 2,814 14.2
Drivers and delivery workers........ [ 2,798 370 2,416 13.2
All other....... Ce it iitie e s, 498 98 398 19.7
Nonfarm laborers......... f ettt cees et ne 4,312 821 3,429 19.0
Construction............. s ieee et Veerennna 854 178 665 20.8
Manufacturing........c.coitiiiinnnennnnnns . 1,100 230 859 20.9
Other industries..........cocevuuvan feeeean 2,358 413 1,905 17.5
Service WOorkers.......o.ce'iveqococsosononnans e 11,128 2,130 8,814 19.1
Private household........ b Checieaeisean 1,353 509 833 37.6
Service workers, except private household.... 9,775 1,621 7,981 16.6
Cleaning service workers..........ococueuu. 2,076 577 1,470 27.8
Food service workers...........cc.00uieenen .o 3,402 401 2,907 11.8
Health service workers.........ocoevuvuesen 1,596 352 1,225 22.1
Personal service workers.......e.o0e0ue.s .o 1,543 177 1,346 11.5
Protective service workers................. 1,158 115 1,033 9.9
FArm wWOrKers.......ecoeveceenas feereeeaen e 3,027 219 2,772 7.2
Farmers and farm managers.........oeeveeae. . 1,664 51 1,602 3.1
Farm laborers and supervisors................ 1,363 168 1,170 12.3

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 41. Industry Group of the Employed Population: 1973

(Annual averages)
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Percent Negro

Industry Negro White of
total
Total, 16 years old and over..thousands.... 8,061 75,278 10
Percent.......co.vieeieranecrernncnannnns 100 100 X)
Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries............. 3 4 7
MIning. ... .iieieioecereroncaconceacsassronsneonnns - 1 4
CONStruCtion. . ovuivrerreensnrasononsacnsosaons 5 7 8
Manufacturing.....c.ooeeiuiieeerioneroonnnonons 25 25 10
Durable BOOdB...ccetoreoroceararosnocscsacansns 15 15 9
Motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment... 2 1 15
Nondurable goodS..........c.vveeuvreoncceasonns 11 10 10
Food and kindred products.........c..c.0.u0ne 2 2 11
Transportation, communications, and other public
Utilities. . ... oo eerecivecrosssnasncascossosasns 7 6 11
Transportation..........c.oiveieeiiieeccnnenne 4 4 11
Wholesale trade..........cccoveenvncecasseconnens 2 4 6
Retall trade.......c.veiiiieercoroanenonanconnnne 11 17 6
Eating and drinking places.......c.c.c0venevons 3 4 8
Finance, insurance, and real estate.............. 3 6 6
Service industries............c.iiteiereineinans 35 26 13
Personal services, including private household. 11 4 22
Business services.........c 00t iiiiereaniines 2 2 9
Repair services..........ioveteiernrneconcncanse 1 1 - 8
Entertainment and recreation................... 1 1 7
Professional and related services.............. 21 17 11
Health services, including hospitals......... 9 6 14
Education..........ciiieiiereisncessnnnsnncens 9 8 11
All other professional services.............. 3 4 7
Public administration................c0ieiaiaen 7 5 12

-Rounds to zero.
X Not applicable.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.



Table 42. Federal Employment Pay Plan and Grade Grouping: 1970 and 1973

May 1973 Percent Negro
Pa; t and ad i
y system and grade grouping rotal oxro May Noveaber
i 1973 1970
Total, all pay plans®........ecveee.s 2,524,968 395,409 15.7 15.2
General Schedule and similar plans......... 1,330,581 162,203 12.2 11.1
G8-1 tO 4.cceececccsscncconscsscscsccncns 314,999 69,051 21.9 22.3
G8=5 tO 8..ccc0vecsccncocccccncsscccsanne 386, 860 62,585 16.2 14.0
G8-9 t0 11..vieucerecosecnsarasascosacons 314,738 20,339 6.5 5.3
GS=12 t0 15....0c0e00escvcccccscnsccnsens 308,267 10,087 3.3 2.6
GS-16 tO 18..cccevcsceccccnconccsessncnne 5,717 141 2.5 1.6
Wage Systems, total®.....ccocevecescccacees 472,301 98,736 20.9 20.5
Regular NONSUPErviBOrY..cccececccccccssans 360,636 79,642 23.1 (NA)
WG-1 tO 6.0ceeceesccocaccosnssccscscnsee 135,190 51,965 38.4 (NA)
WG-T7 tO 9.vveececrocossocsccccsccccncce 89,714 17,517 19.5 (NA)
WG-10 to 12....0c0000c0000cocscccscccns 131,097 10,034 7.7 (NA)
WG=13 tO 15..c0ccecacaccsccncescnsosces 4,635 " 126 2.7 (NA)
Regular Leader...c.cceoccsveccccesccsocsse 13,648 2,589 19,0 (NA)
WL-=1 tO 6uevecescosescaceccocacoasosasces 4,354 1,879 43.2 (NA)
WL-7 tO 9uuceceoccroscnsscnosccsescncses 3,519 492 14.0 (Ma)
WL-10 t0 12..c.0000cececcccossscccccces 5,633 214 3.8 (NA)
WL-13 tO 15....ccecvecoscccccocccsnnscss 142 4 2.8 (NA)
Regular SUPerviBsOory...ccceccececcssssccss 38,958 4,836 12.4 (NA)
W8-1 tO Bevvcvccossosncsccscscnncnnonss 9,544 3,277 34.3 (MA)
WS=7 t0 12..c00cevasscccccscnscncssonss 25,806 1,512 5.9 (NA)
W8-13 t0 15..0c0sceascceccscssccsscccns 3,281 46 1.4 (NA)
WS-16 tO 19..cccccvcnsecssscscoscsnnnscse 327 1 0.3 (NA)
Nonsupervisory (production facilitating). 5,241 190 3.6 (NA)
Supervisory (production facilitating).... 412 2 0.5 (NA)
Other wage SyBtemS....ccocceccccosococsscss 53,406 11,477 21.5 (NA)
Postal Field Service....cececeeecssccccccess 667,910 130,413 19.5 19.4
PFS-1 to 5% .. . iivtreccncersscococnancens 557,999 114,005 20 .4 20.6
PF8-6 tO 9cceococencocossccssconsnsccsscne 45,089 11,225 24.9 14.9
PF8-10 tO 16..c0ce0cvcnccccsccnsnscescssne 43,141 4,155 9.6 4.9
PF8=17 t0 19..c.ccecceccessccccccssnccesse 14,457 693 4.8 2.6
PF8-20 t0 29...ccc0c0veevccoscescssccscas 7,167 329 4.6 5.1
PFS-30 t0 42..cc0c0vcccaccossccacescacecs 57 8 10.5 (X)
Other Pay BYSteMB.....cceeeceocsccococceses 51,675 3,487 6.7 6.3

NA Not available.
X Not applicable.

irncludes other pay plans, not shown separately.

2In 1970-71 the majority of Federal employees under wage systems were converted to one of the Coordi-
nated Federal Wage Systems (CFWS)-Regular Nonsupervisory, Regular Leader, and Regular Supervisory. The
remaining employees were in "other wage systems,” which will eventually be converted to the CFWS.

3Includes 4th class postmasters and rural carriers.

Source: U.8. Civil Service Commission.
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Table 43. Median Earnings in 1972 of Civilians 14 Years Old and Over, by Occupation of Longest Job,

Work Experience, and Sex
Men Women Rat:: :wh ﬂ"gm
Occupation e
Negro White Negro White Men Women
ALL WORKERS

Total, with earningd.cc.escecsscc..ccoceess | $5,405 | $8,332 | $3,042 | $3,190 0.65 0.95
Professional, technical, and kindred workers..... 7,946 | 12,339 7,181 6,307 0.64 1.14
Managers and administrators, except farm...ccccee 9,141 12,825 6,479 5,531 0.71 1.17
Farmers and farm MANAEErS...ceesccscrcscccscosnse (B) 4,258 (B) 1,614 (B) (B)
Clerical and kindred workers.....ceceecceececcone 7,248 8,272 4,160 4,294 0.88 0.97
8al68 WOrkerS.....ccvececeeecsocscccccocccocssncs 3,201 8,304 2,114 1,609 0.39 1.31
Craft and kindred WOrkersS.....eeeeseccescccsasens 7,229 9,340 (B) 3,906 0.77 |. (B)
Operatives, including transport workers.......... 5,940 7,359 3,535 3,418 0.81 1.03
Private household WOrkerS.....ceeccoeccccoscrcces (B) (B) 1,083 349 (B) 3.10
Service workers, except private household........ 4,427 4,226 2,831 1,693 1.05 1.67
Parm laborers and Ssupervisors.......cceeccceccces 1,332 1,141 394 417 1.17 0.94
Laborers, except fAIM..ccceccecoccscsssscscssscse 3,959 2,900 (B) 1,580 1.37 (B)

YEAR-ROUND FULL-TIME WORKERS

Total, With €arningd..s.cecescessscsssscocss | $7,301 | $10,593 | $5,147 | $5,998 0.69 0.86
Professional, technical, and kindred workers..... 9,467 13,726 8,003 8,776 0.69 0.92
Managers and administrators, except farmM..e...ss. 9,964 | 13,614 (B) 6,976 0.73 (B)
Farmers and far® BANAZEIB.c...c.cccocecsccoscocsns (B) 5,173 (B) 3,022 (B) (B)
Clerical and kindred WOrkers....ccceccececcceccee 8,194 9,931 5,963 6,061 0.83 0.98
88168 WOrKerIS...eocoeseoscssssvocscscscsssscssncooe (B) | 11,674 (B) 4,473 (B) (B)
Craft and kindred WOrkerS..ccecceccoscscocosacces 8,488 | 10,553 (B) 5,536 0.80 (B)
Operatives, including transport workers.......... 7,085 9,025 4,696 5,076 0.79 0.93
Private household WOrkers....eccccoccocccessccsccs + (B) (B) 2,364 2,253 (B) 1.05
S8ervice workers, except private household........ 6,172 8,019 4,522 4,454 0.77 1.02
Parm.laborers and SUPErviSorSeccccceccccscecsscos (B) 4,794 (B) (B) (B) (B)
Laborers, except fA&rmMecscsscecsscssoscscososcscsse 5,910 7,819 (B) 4,637 0.76 (B)

B Base too small for figures to be shown.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the

Census.



Table 44. Median Earnings of Persons With Work Experience in 1972, by Sex

(Persons 14 years and over as of following year)

Men Women
Work experience Ratio: Ratio:
Negro White Negro to Negro White Negro to

White White
Worked at full-time jobs............. $6,2$8 $9,295 0.67 $4,016 $4,671 0.86
50 to 52 weeks.........000000000000 7,301 10,593 0.69 5,147 5,998 0.86
40 to 49 WeekB......ccvvecncrcnnnes 5,621 7,544 0.75 3,682 4,309 0.85
27 t0 39 WEOKB.....ccccievinnsannan 3,031 5,298 0.74 2,931 2,983 0.98
14 to 26 WeekS......cc000ccn0nvnone 2,684 2,727 0.98 1,740 1,831 0.95
1 to 13 WeekB...voosssoosocosssnons 658 872 0.73 444 531 0.84
Worked at part-time jobs............. 875 1,023 0.66 794 873 0.91
50 to 52 weeks.......c0000000000000 1,371 1,774 0.77 1,562 2,036 0.77
40 to 49 WeeKkS.......cc00c0ccnnnnnn (B) 1,927 (B) 874 1,645 0.53
27 to 39 WeeKkS......ccic0vtiennnnns (B) 1,466 (B) 1,246 1,295 0.96
14 t0 26 WeOKS.....co0000vevccnncncs 942 917 1.03 691 712 0.97
1 to 13 WeekB...vvvvveoonsononanons 307 346 0.89 301 306 0.98

B Base too small for figures to be shown.
Source: U,S., Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the

Census.



N

61

Table 45. Persons Who Worked During 1972, by Full- and Part-Time Job Status

Extent of employment

Men

Women

Negro and

Negro and

other races White other races White
Total, all workers....thousands.. 5,764 51,290 4,898 35,020
Percent of population.......... 77 84 54 52
Percent of persons who worked.. 100 100 100 100
Full timel...iveeunrnnnnrnnnnercnnanns 86 88 75 68
50 to 52 weekS....v00c0vcccncaccocnas 62 68 47 42
27 to 49 WeeKS....ceencesnccoaroscnns 13 12 12 12
1 tO 26 WEeEKSe.oversensesesrsosesnoss 12 8 16 14
Part time.....cv0vveerenccrccncancnanss 14 12 25 32
50 to 52 weeKS..evvoserssansancosnens 4 4 9 11
27 to 49 WeeKS..eivotrnascsncsncsanan 3 3 5 7
.1 t0 26 WEEeKS..ssecescecncnrcacrosons 7 5 11 14

lysually worked 35 hours or more a week.

Source:

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 46. Extent of Unemployment During 1972, by Sex
(Mumbers in thousands)

Both sexes Men Women
Extent of unemployment Negro Negro Negro
and White and White snd White
other other other
races races races
Total who worked or looked for
work during the year......c.ccceo0ec000.00¢| 11,287| 87,762 5,978 | 851,818 5,289 35,9844
Percent with unemployment......ceococeeses 22 18 22 14 a3 15
Total with unemployment......ccccccosceccsccasccas 2,817 12,770 1,333 7,475 1,194 5,285
" Did not work but looked for work......cccco00.- 608 1,482 214 528 391 2924
With WOTrk 6XPOrience...ccc.oeco0covosecsorscace 1,912 11,318 1,109 6,947 803 4,371
POroent....cc.cocvcov0cecccsrrcscocoscccsocnncs 100 100 100 100 100 100
Year-round workers® with 1 or 2
weoks Of UNGMPLOYMONt.....c.ccevsescrcccccne 8 ] ] 11 8 [
Part-year workers? with unemployment......... 92 91 91 90 83 94
With unemployment of:
1 to 4 WeOKS .. .. .o.c0cnccvcsccrrsrcnsacns 23 26 21 22 o 33
S to 14 WOOKS......o.0cc0c00r000000cncnne 27 32 28 34 26 28
15 WeekSs OF MOIT@..c.c.cocccvcvosccccccnce 41 33 43 34 40 33
Percent with 2 spells or more of unemployment.... 33 32 38 34 32 28
2 8POllS....ccvcccccccccosssrnssnsesesssensssens 18 16 15 17 18 15
S OF MOY®......c.cc000ccecevcovsccsosssscsasnscns 20 16 23 18 17 13

iyorked 50 or 51 weeks.
3yorked less than 50 weeks.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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EDUCATION
School Enroliment

In 1973, 7.2 million blacks and 43.3 million whites were enrolled in school at all levels. There were 600,000 black
pupils enrolled in nursery school and kindergarten and 4.5 million in elementary school (grades 1 to 8). In addition,
about 2.0 million black students were in high school (grades 9 to 12) and 700,000 in college. Between 1970 and
1973, the number of blacks enrolled in high school and college increased. The decline in elementary school
enrollment of blacks during this period reflects a decrease in the population of elementary school age in recent years,
the result of a drop in the number of births which began in the 1960’s (table 47).

Among blacks, school participation rates for most of the age groups shown in table 48 did not change significantly
during the last 3 years. The exception was the preschool age group (3 to 5 years old) which had a substantial increase.

For both races, virtually all children of the compulsory attendance ages (6 to 15 years old) were enrolled in school.
The percent enrolled (88 percent) was the same for blacks and whites of the slightly older age group—16 and 17
years—in 1973 (table 48).

The proportion of black women (18 to 24 years) enrolled in college appears to have leveled off in the 1970’s after
a rise during the preceding period, 1965 to 1970. On the other hand, the college participation rate for black men of
the same age has tended to increase over the entire period. Thus, in 1973, a higher proportion of black men than
women was enrolled in college (19 versus 14 percent). In 1965, the rate was the same for both men and women—10
percent (table 49).
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Table 47. School Enroliment of Persons 3 to 34 Years Oid, by Level:

1967, 1970, and 1973

Minus sign (-) denotes decrease)

(Numbers in thousands.

Percent change
Level of school and race 1967 1970 1973 1967 to 1970 to
1970 1973
BLACK
Total.....oovevnencesns 6,826 7,307 7,150 7.0 -2.2
NUrsSery........ccoc0oe0caseose 140 178 210 27.1 18.0
Kindergarten............. P 418 426 423 1.9 -0.7
Elementary school............ 4,618 4,868 4,473 5.4 -8.1
High school............c000. 1,651 1,834 2,044 11.1 11.5
College............ ceescansee 370 522 684 41.1 31.0
WHITE
Total....... cieereseces 43,816 44,960 43,293 2.6 -3.7
NUrsery.......cooceveeeecannes 564 893 1,087 58.3 21.7
Kindergarten................. 2,840 2,706 2,584 -4.7 -4.5
Elementary school............ 28,415 28,638 26,531 0.8 -7.4
High school......... .00t 11,997 12,723 13,091 6.1 2.9
College......... Cre e e . 5,905 6,759 7,324 14.5 8.4
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
Bureau of the Census.
Table 48. Percent Enrolled in School by Age: 1965, 1970, and 1973
Black White
Age
1965 1970 1973 1965 1970 1973
3and 4 years............00.... 112 23 29 10 20 23
Syears....ccvevnencunean cerens 59 72 81 72 81 87
6 to 15 years........c.c00v0u0e 99 929 99 99 99 99
16 and 17 years.............. .o 84 86 88 88 91 88
18 and 19 years................ 40 40 38 47 49 43
20 to 24 years......... e . 9 14 16 20 23 21

l1Includes persons of

Source:
Bureau of the Census.

U.S. Department of Commerce,

other races."

Social and Economic

Statistics Administration,
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9 Table 49. College Enroliment of Persons 18 to 24 Years Oid: 1965, 1970, and 1973
(Numbers in thousands)
Black White
Subject
1965 1970 1973 1965 1970 1973
BOTH SEXES
Total persons 18 to 24 years, ., 2,091 2,692 3,114 | 16,269 19,608 21,766
Number enrolled in college........... 210 416 498 4,213 5,305 5,438
Percent of total..............0.0.0 10 15 16 26 27 25
MALE
Total persons 18 to 24 years... o977 1,220 1,434 7,713 9,053 10,511
Number enrolled in college........... 29 192 266 2,593 3,096 3,032
Percent of total.............c00... 10 16 19 34 34 29
FEMALE
Total persons 18 to 24 years... 1,114 1,471 1,681 8,556 10,555 11,255
Number enrolled in college........... 111 225 231 1,620 2,209 2,406
Percent of total............oc00000 10 15 14 19 21 21

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economics Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.



EDUCATION
Educational Attainment

The major improvements in education made by young blacks are evidenced by the increases in the proportions who
are high school or college graduates. From 1970 to 1973, the proportion of black men (20 to 24) who were high
school graduates increased sharply from 62 to 70 percent; in 1965, the percentage was much lower—50 percent.
Young black women also have made educational gains over the last 8-year period.

The percentage of black men and women (20 to 24 years) who had furthered their education beyond high school
rose to about 27 percent in 1973. In 1965, the comparable proportion was about 15 percent. Despite these impressive
achievements, young black adults were still less likely than whites to have completed high school or to have some
college education (table 50).

In the early years of this decade (1970 to 1973) black adults, 25 to 34 years old, continued to make advances in
completing their college education; still, by 1973, only about 8 percent were college graduates. This proportion of
blacks was below the 1960 level (12 percent) observed for the comparable group of whites (table 51).
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Table 50. Level of Schooling Completed by Persons 20 to 24 Years Old, by Sex:
1960, 1965, 1970, and 1973

Male Female
Subject
Black White Black White
Percent completed 4 years of high
school or more:
1960.......... e eeeeeren e, 139 65 145 68
1965, .. ..ciivvieecscnasocaseocnnsans 50 76 48 77
1970...... . eecscteircsesosssnoes 62 83 67 83
1973.....ci0ieennnnn P ceereees . 70 85 72 85
Percent completed 1 year of college
or more:
1960, ... 0cvrinnneerrnnnnnennns e, 112 28 113 22
1965, .00 cvvererooroocorssecsannnnns 14 36 15 26
1970.......... ere e e . . 23 44 23 35
1973, .0 0eieioncnesnnnonsncocescoases 27 46 25 37

l1Includes persons of '"other races.'

Source:
Bureau of the Census.

U.S. Department of Commerce,

Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Table 51. Percent of Population 25 to 34 Years Old Who Completed 4 Years of College

or More, by Sex: 1960, 1966, 1970, and 1973

Black White
Year
Total Male Female Total Male Female
1960. .00 00vececcccconcas 4.1 4.1 4.0 11.9 15.8 8.3
1966...0.0000c0cvncacnene 5.7 5.2 6.1 14.6 18.9 10.4
1970..c.c0ecececcocccsanas 6.1 5.8 6.4 16.6 20.9 12.3
1973, .00teroececoccononns 8.3 8.0 8.5 19.0 22.6 15.5

Source:
Bureau of the Census.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
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FAMILY
Structure and Composition

The proportion of black families that were husband-wife families declined from 73 to 68 percent over the
five-year period, 1965 to 1970. This trend continued so that by 1974 the proportion was 62 percent. On the other
hand, the proportion of families headed by a woman rose from 24 percent in 1965 to 34 percent in 1974. Among
white families, only a slight increase was noted in the proportion with a female head—9 percent in 1965 to 10 percent
in 1974,

Between 1973 and 1974, the proportion of black families headed by a woman showed no statistically significant
change for the first time in several years (table 52).

The 1.8 million black female heads in 1973 accounted for about 28 percent of all female heads in the country.
About 49 percent of the black female heads and 45 percent of white female heads had a disrupted marriage because
of separation or divorce. Separation was more prevalent among blacks, whereas divorce was more common among
whites. Higher percentages of black women than white women who were heads of families were single, but lower
proportions of the black than of the white women were widowed.

Among the younger age group (under 45 years), disrupted marriages were more frequent among white female
heads than among black female heads. The majority of the older women (45 years and over) who headed families,
both black and white, were widowed (table 53).

Black female heads of families were more likely than white female heads to have children to support—two-thirds of
the black female heads compared to one-half of the whites (in 1973). Both blacks and whites have experienced
increases in these proportions since the 1960’s. Among female heads with children, a larger proportion of blacks than
whites had 2 or more children to support (table 54).

As the proportion of black female heads has increased, especially those with children, the percentage of black
children living with both a mother and father has decreased. The proportion living with both parents dropped sharply
in the three-year period, 1970 to 1973—from 64 to 56 percent; the proportion of comparable white children showed
only a slight decline—from 91 to 89 percent. This pattern was observed also in the previous 5-year span (table 55).
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Table 52. Percent Distribution of Families by Type: 1965 and 1970 to 1974

73

Percent of all families

Total
Year and race all families
Husband- Other Female
Total male 1
wife head
(thousands) head
NEGRO
19652, .. 00cecnnes 4,752 100.0 73.1 3.2 23.7
1970.0ccevccoccns 4,774 100.0 68.1 3.7 28.3
1971...cceecrccces 4,928 100.0 65.6 3.8 30.6
19723, .. iiiianns 5,157 100.0 63.8 4.4 31.8
19733, cieecencns 5,265 100.0 61.4 4.0 34.6
19743, .. ieeeennns 5,440 100.0 61.8 4.2 34.0
WHITE
1965..cccececcnes 43,081 100.0 88.6 2.4 9.0
1970.ceccccccccns 46,022 100.0 88.7 2.3 9.1
1971, 0uveeooccnes 46,535 100.0 88.3 2.3 9.4
19723, . iiiecnens 47,641 100.0 88.2 2.3 9.4
19733, . iieeecnns 48,477 100.0 87.8 2.5 9.6
19743, . iiieeenes 48,919 100.0 87.7 2.4 9.9

Note: Most of the tables in this section show data on families for the year 1973.
Figures on families from the March 1974 Current Population Survey, which recently became
available, have been included in this table in this section.

A family consists of two or more persons living together and related by blood, marriage,

or adoption,

1Female heads of families include widowed and single women, women whose husbands are in
the Armed Service or otherwise away from home involuntarily, as well as those seperated from

their husbands through divorce or marital discord.

2Includes persons of 'other races."
3Based on 1970 census population controls.

more details.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
Bureau of the Census.

See Definitions and Explanations section for
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Table 53. Marital Status of Female Heads of Families: 1973

Heads, Heads under Heads over
Marital status all ages 45 years old 45 years old
Negro White Negro White Negro | White
Total, female heads
LhouBaNdB.ssccrersccsscecnrccnns 1,822 | 4,672 | 1,163| 2,062 659 | 2,610
Percentecccccecscsscscccscccccccs 100 100 100 100 100 100
With disrupted marriage.ccccecccccccce 49 45 57 72 34 23
Separated........................... 33 15 39 25 22 8
Divorced............‘..."........... 16 30 18 41 12 11
other....'............................ 51 55 43 28 66 77
Single (never married).cccececececces 20 10 27 10 (] 10
Widowedeeecceoocoocssccccconcosnscne 28 41 11 11 59 65
Husband temporarily
abBent...cococeccccaccscsccnscsocss 4 4 5 7 2
Armed FOrcCe8ecccccccccocsscsccccne 1 1 1 3 - -
Other reason8.ccscecscccccsssccces 3 3 3 L) 2 2

Note: Categories refer to marital status at

- Rounds to zero.

time of enumeration.

- Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.



Table 54. Families With Female Heads by Number of Own Children Under

18 Years Old: 1960, 1967, and 1973

75

Subject 1960 1967 1973
NEGRO
Total, female heads....ccscees....thousands.. 890 1,138 1,822
Percent.ceccscesccssscescscessscscscssconcssas 100 100 100
With no own children under 18....cccccc0c0s0s000e 44 36 31
With own children under 18....ccccc000000000000se 56 64 69
With own children under 18............thousands.. 495 732 1,255
Percent.cececececescccsscsssccsscsssncssncssse 100 100 100
1 own child under 18.....c0000cccoovoncscssssssce 30 25 32
2 own children under 18...c.ccccsescoscscccsscccas 23 26 25
3 or more own children under 18....cc0c0000000s000 47 49 42
WHITE
Total, female headS....sess+00....thousands.. 3,306 4,032 4,672
PercenNt.ccccesccscesocssssoscscsossososscsscace 100 100 100
With no own children under 18...ccc0000000c0000es 58 55 47
With own children under 18.....cc000000000000000s 42 45 53
With own children under 18............thousands.. 1,396 1,825 2,470
Percent.eececsecssccscassssssscssssocsassse 100 100 100
1 own child under 18...cccc0cceccccscscecsccccnse 45 40 42
2 own children under 18..ccccecceccccscccccssnsces 28 29 30
3 or more own children under 18..cccceccecscccsce 26 31 27

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.
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Table 55. Total Own Children and Percent of Children Living With Both
Parents: 1965 to 1973

(Numbers in thousands)

Total, own Percent living
children with both parents
Year

Black White Black White
1965, ceccescscacsssssscssscsssssssncnns 18,922 58,825 171 91
1966.cce0cccoososscccssssosssssssscoccs (NA) 58,272 70 91
1967 . c0ecectccssssssssscssscsssscscsnncs 8,642 58,722 68 92
1968, cescescccccscssssscscsssssssessses 8,752 58,765 65 92
1969.cccececcoccssssssssscsscsscscsssses 8,870 58,589 65 92
1970ceeeecccocccssssssscssscscssssscnces 8,944 58,244 64 91
B 8,876 58,217 61 920
1972.0......00..0.0.........0..'...00.. 8’584 57.252 61 89
1973 ccecccccccssssssscossscsscsscscsossss 8,676 56,138 56 89

Note: Universe is own unmarried children under 18 years old living in families. "Own"
child is a single (never married) son, daughter, stepchild, or adopted child of a married
couple or of a family head or subfamily head.

NA Not available.
1includes persons of "other races."

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
Bureau of the Census.



FAMILY
Other Characteristics

In 1970, among all married couples with at least one black spouse, the proportion where both spouses were black
was 98.1 percent. Only a small number, 65,000, were black-white marriages. Among the black-white combinations, a
black husband and white wife was a more frequent occurrence than a white husband and a black wife (table 56).

Most black children live with black parents and most white children live with white parents. Of the 6.3 million
black children living with both parents in 1970, only 68,000, or 1.1 percent, were in families where only one parent
was black. In about two-thirds of these cases, the mother was white and the father black.

A relatively small number, 16,000, of the black children living with both parents were living with nonblack parents,
most of whom were white. These children are probably adopted or foster children, or the offspring from a previous
marriage (table 57).
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Table 56. Race of Husband and Wife, 1960 and 1970, and Decade of Marriage: 1970

Husband-wife different race

Husband
Subject Total ba:: ;i:ek Tota) |Husband black, | Husband white,
° ¢ wife white wife black
1970
Total,.thousands...e... 3,409 3,344 65 41 24
Percent.ccececceccces 100-.0 98.1 1.9 1.2 0.7
Decade of marriage, both
spouses married once:
1960 to 1970..thousands.... 925 901 24 16 7
Percent..ccceccoececccscss 100.0 97.4 2.6 1.7 0.8
1950 to 1959, .thousands.... 615 607 8 B 3
Percent..ceeeecccsccccsne 100.0 98.7 1.3 0.8 0.5
1960
Total,.thousandS..ese.. 3,085 3,033 51 25 26
Percent..ccececcecces 100.0 98.3 1.7 0.8 0.8

Note:
married couples.

Source:
Bureau of the Census.

.

Universe is married couples where both spouses are black and also

black-white

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
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Table 57. Race of Child by Race of Parents and by Whether Living With One or Both

Parents: 1970

(Numbers in thousands)

Percent
Race of children
Subject distribution
Black White Black White
All children of head.....c.c00u.s 9,766 67,414 (X) (X)
Living with both parents.......ccc000.0 6,295 59,450 100.0 100.0
Race same as mother and father....... 6,212 59,168 98.7 99.5
Race same as one parent only......... 68 276 1.1 0.5
Father black, mother white......... 42 14 0.7 -
Father white, mother black......... 11 12 0.2 -
Other combinations.......ccce000ce0. 15 249 0.2 0.4
Race different from either parent!... 16 19 0.3 -
Both parents blacK......cecoveeoses (X) 7 (X) -
Both parents white...........coc0.0. 15 (X) 0.2 (X)
Living with mother only..............0. 3,121 6,434 100.0 100.0
Mother same race as child............ 3,103 6,411 99.4 99.7
Mother different race from child..... 18 22 0.6 0.3
Living with father only......ccc000c00. 350 1,530 100.0 100.0
Father same race as child............ 349 1,527 99.5 99.8
Father different race from child..... 2 3 0.5 0.2

Note: Universe is all sons and daughters, regardless of age, living in households where

at least one parent is the head.

- Rounds to zero.
X Not applicable.

1Includes other combinations not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.



FERTILITY

The total fertility rates for women of all races began to decline sharply during the early 1960’s and continued to
1973. Between 1960 and 1970 (latest data available for racial groups) the total fertility rates declined at about the
same rate for both Negro and other races and white women. However, the total fertility rate of 3.10 children per
black woman was still substantially higher than that of 2.34 for white women in 1970 (table 58).

The trend toward lower fertility levels for black women is reflected also in the figures on children ever born, birth
expectations, and timing of births. Black women born in the more recent decade (1940’s) in contrast to those born in
the earlier decade (1930’s) have delayed the birth of their first child to an older age. Approximately 63 percent of the
black women born in 1940 to 1949 (age 22 to 31 at the time of the June 1971 survey) will have borne their first child
by age 25. This compares with the higher 73 percent for the 1930 to 1939 birth cohort women (32 to'41 in 1971),
who started their childbearing years during the high fertility years of the late 1940’s and early 1950’s.

The fertility levels of black women are strongly affected by their educational attainment. Regardless of the birth
cohort, black women with at least a high school education have their first child at an older age than those with lesser
education (table 59).

The average number of children ever born has declined markedly among black women under 35 years. For
example, the average for black women age 25 to 29 years old in 1973 was 1.7, compared with 2.6 for black women
of the comparable age group in 1965, a drop of 34 percent. At the other end of the childbearing span (35 and over),
the average number of children born to black women remained stable or increased between 1965 and 1973. For
example, among black women 35 to 39 years old, the average was 3.5 in both 1965 and 1973 (table 60).

Black women expect fewer children now. From 1967 to 1973, the average number of total births expected by
black wives 18 to 39 years old declined from 3.7 to 3.0 percent. For whites in the comparable age group, the decline
was from 3.1 to 2.6.

Among the youngest wives (18 to 24 years old in 1973) the birth expectations of black women now closely
resemble those of white women (2.3 children per woman). Since the young black women already have had more
births to date than the white women, they may not be successful in having the number of children they expect (table
61).

Illegitimacy appears to have risen among black women. For women first married in 1965 to 1969, about 32

percent reported that they had a child before marriage. For persons first married in the decade 1940 to 1949, the
proportion was 19 percent. The increase in illegitimacy is substantiated by vital statistics data (table 62).
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Table 58. Total Fertility Rates: 1960 to 1973

81

Year All races Negro and Negro White
other races
1960..000.......0000..0.0.... 3.65 4.52 (NA) 3.53
1961, .c0cecesconccccsccsscene 3.63 4,53 (NA) 3.50
1962, 000000000 s0escsscccsncns 3.47 14.40 (NA) 13,35
1963...0.0.....0..0.......... 3.33 14.27 (NA) 13020
1964'...0...'......000....0.. 3.21 4.15 (NA) 3001
1965.ccccecccccssvsscccsssnnes 2.93 3.89 (NA) 2.79
1966.Q......Q................ 2.74 3061 3.58 2061
1967 cceecescccnssccncnccssnsne 2,57 3.39 3.35 2.45
1968.cceseccccscscsccccccccne 2.48 3.20 3.13 2.37
1969.0....0...0!............. 2.47 3.15 3.07 2036
1970.ceceecccoccccovsccccssans 2.48 3.07 3.10 2,34
1971.......0...............0. 2.28 (NA) (NA) (NA)
19720........0.........0.'... 2.03 (NA) (NA) (NA)
1973....0.0................0. 1090 (NA) (NA) (NA)

Note:

A total fertility rate is defined as the average number of births that a synthe-

tic cohort of women would have in its lifetime if, at each year of age, the women experi-

enced the birth rates occurring in the specified calendar year.
Data for all races for 1971-73 are Bureau of Census estimates.

NA Not available.

1Excludes data for residents of New Jersey.

Source:

U.S, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and U.S. Department of
Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 59. Cumulated Proportion of Black Women Having First Birth, by Age, Year of Birth,
and Educational Level of Women: June 1971

(Births cumulated to successive ages)

Women born in--
Subject
1920 to 1929 1930 to 1939 1940 to 1949
ALL EDUCATIONAL LEVELS
Total..cceoessseothousands.. 1,263 1,243 1,726
Proportion of women who have
borne first child by age:
2000......0.00.000......QQ...... 40.1 47.7 40.7
23.0.....Q............l......... 55.4 . 65.0 58.1
25........l...............lll... 62.2 73.0 62.7
30..QQ...O..OO..l.ll............ 1109 80.4 66.7
NOT A HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE
Total.eeeeeseesssthousands.. 791 643 621
Proportion of women who have
borne first child by age:
20......Q.l.....l'l............. 48.5 62.2 59.4
230.0......0l................... 62.3 76.2 69.2
25.......Q..0.....0.....0.....'0 6701 79.0 69.9
3000..0...0.0.0.00.............. 75.6 8304 71.2
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE!
Total.eeeesesssssthousands,. 472 600 1,105
Proportion of women who have
borne first child by age:
20...0..!.0..0..0.0.........0.'0 25'6 32'2 30.0
23....0.00......Q.....O..O.Q..Q. 43O4 53.2 51.9
25...................Q.....l..l. 53'8 67.0 58.5
30..................0..........' 65.5 77.3 68.7

l1includes persons who completed four years of high school or one year or more of college.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
Bureau of the Census.



Table 60. Children Ever Born, per Woman, by Age and Marital Status:
1965, 1970, and 1973

Marital status and
age of women

Black

White

1965

1970

1973

1965

1970

1973

15

25
30
35

15
20
25
30
.35
40

to
to

TOTAL WOMEN?
Total, 15 to 44 years....

19 years.cecccecccsceccccoe
24 yeéarsS.ecececccccccccocccs

t°-29 yeus.coo-oooo.ooou-oo

to
to
to

to
to
to
to
to
to

34 years.ecececocecscccceocce
39 years 0 e0 00O OOIOOIOLOLEOEOIETOLIDS
44 yeus 000000000 ROLNTLS

WOMEN EVER MARRIED
Total, 15 to 44 years....

19 yeus ® 00000000 OOONOINDPOSETPIDS
24 yeus ®0 0000000000000
” year. 900000000 OO OOINPIOLS
34 years8.ccceccccoccccccce
39 yeus 0000000000000
44 years..ccecceccccccccee

Note:

data from 1970 census,

- Rounds to zero.

1includes single women.

Source:

Bureau of the Census.

B Base too small for rate to be shown.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Data for 1965 and 1973 are from Current Population Survey for month of June; 1970



Table 61. Selected Data on Birth Expectations for Reporting Wives, 18 to 39

Years Oid, by Age: 1967, 1970, and 1973

Total, Age of wife
Subject 18 to 39
years 18 to 24 25 to 29 30 to 34 35 to 39
1967
Total number of reporting wives:
BlacK.cccooosoessosseecss.thousands.. 1,280 342 307 309 321
White.cceeoeecceeeessssthousands.. 14,440 3,798 3,420 3,390 3,831
Average number of births to date:
BlacK.icooesosoosccsaccosscoccsonss 3.2 1.8 3.0 3.9 4.2
Whit@eeeeseosoeococsoscssscccnsssne 2.4 1.1 2.3 3.0 3.1
Average number of total births
expected:
BlacCKesooeoosooosoossscssssccsconcocs 3.7 2.8 3.4 4.3 4.2
Whit€.cceeoeosocscssosccooncccsscnes 3.1 2.9 3.0 3.2 3.2
1970!
Total number of reporting wives:
BlacKk..scesaeosscseesssothousands.. (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Whit€.cceoecesocesesesssthousands.. (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Average number of births to date:
BlacK.:cceosoecossccoscosoacccnsacsse (NA) 1.7 2.6 3.7 3.9
White.eeeeoosecosscsccssccccscssnes (NA) 1.0 2.1 2.8 3.2
Average number of total births
expected:
BlaCK:ceseooooscoscoscsocssssssscacns (NA) 2.9 3.2 3.8 4.1
Whit€.ceeeoeeoossscscosconcnsccsssns (NA) 2.6 2.7 3.0 3.2
1973
Total number of reporting wives:
BlacK:cceoeecsssssassss.thousands.. 1,442 433 343 337 329
White...eeceeeeeseseesssthousands.. 16,769 4,510 4,550 4,044 3,665
Average number of births to date:
BlaCKe.cooaeooosccosscossscosssccss 2.5 1.4 2.2 3.1 3.9
Whit@.eeeeeoossesacsssccsoncnssscns 2.0 0.8 1.7 2.6 3.1
Average number of total births
expected:
BlacK.ccoeoocosssoossccscsscccssnse 3.0 2.3 2.8 3.3 3.9
White.eeeeeooeosscscocsccsssnosscns 2.6 2.3 2.4 2.8 3.2

NA Not available.

lpata are from a privately conducted in depth survey of fertility and related phenomena

not be strictly comparable to birth expectations data collected in other years.

Source:
Census and National Fertility Study.

and thus may

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the
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Table 62. Cumulated Proportion of Black Women With First Child Born Before or Since First
Marriage, by Year of First Marriage, for Black Women Who First Married in 1940 to 1969:

June 1971

(Births cumulated to successive intervals since first marriage)

~

Proportion of black women with first child born--

Year of Before After marriage
first marriage

mother's

marriage 6 months 9 months |18 months | 36 months |60 months
1940 to 1949......0.00.0. 19.0 27.3 33.7 65.9 73.3 76.4
1950 to 1959.....cc000000 25.8 38.8 47.2 72.0 80.8 85.7
1960 to 1964.........0... 32.2 47.6 56.7 77.2 87.2 89.1
1965 to 1969.....0.00000 31.5 53.0 60.5 75.9 82.4 86.0

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economics Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census,

)
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WOMEN
General and Social Characteristics

In April 1973, there were 12.2 million black females in the United States. These females comprised 11 percent of
the total female population in the nation and 53 percent of all blacks. The number of black females has increased by
an estimated 459 thousand during the last 3 years and by about 2.5 million since 1960 (tauvle 63).

Most black and white women (14 years and over) have been married at some time; however, this proportion has
been decreasing for black women. Among ever-married women, about one-half of blacks were married and living with
their spouses in 1973. The 1973 proportion for blacks represents a substantial decline from the 1960 level.
Corresponding to this decline, has been an increase in the percentages separated and divorced. Approximately
three-fourths of the ever-married white women had a husband present in 1973 (table 64).

There has been a change in the percent single among women, particularly black women, under the age of 35. Since
1960, a higher proportion of women in this age range have remained single. For example, the percent single among
black women under 35 years old increased by about 13 percentage points between 1960 and 1973 (table 65).

The younger black and white women are achieving higher educational levels. The younger women, 20 to 24 year$
old, both black and white are more likely to have some college education than their predecessors. For example, in
1973, the proportion of black women with some college was 25 percent for those 20 to 24 years old compared to 6
percent for women 65 years and over. Educational variations by age are also large for whites.

The proportion of black women with some college education is less than that for whites in all age groups (table 66).

- 88
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Table 63. Percent Distribution of the Female Population, by Region: 1960, 1970, and 1973

1973
Race and region 1960 1970 Female Males per
population | 100 females
BLACK
United States.........thousands.. 9,758 11,832 12,291 88.7
Nment.......l.............'.' 100 100 100 (x)
south...............'...'.......Q...... 60 53 52 88.4
North and West...ececeeccesccccccsacsce 40 47 48 88.9
Northeast...ceececsecosccoccccccsssoe 16 20 19 85.3
North Central..ccecccecscsccceccccsns 18 20 20 92,7
west........'..'O..........O..O..--.Q 6 7 8 88.1
WHITE
United States.........thousands.. 80,465 91,028 92,565 94,7
Percent..cccceeeccccccccesscnse 100 100 100 (X)
so‘lth'............Q......'............. 27 28 29 9400
North and west...........--..o......... 73 72 71 95-0
Northeast...eceeeevecoscccscccscscscss 26 25 25 93.0
North Central..cceececccesccccccsssse 30 29 28 97.2
'est-.............'.................. 16 17 18 94.4

X Not applicable.

Source:
Bureau of the Census.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
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Table 64.- Marital Status of Women: 1960, 1965, 1970, and 1973

Marital status and race 1960 1965 1970 1973
BLACK
Total, 14 years old and over,......thousands.. 6,375 7,062 7,921 8,616
Percent.cecccccccccesccscsssccscscsoscsssss 100 100 100 100
Single.ccecceescesccccsoscsscsscccsssssccssssnsnsee 22 23 28 30
Ever married...‘.........I.-.O..................... 78 77 72 70
Ever married..ccccceeocccccscccssssssthousands.. 4,989 5,441 5,704 6,024
Percent....O..'...O.....................0.0 100 100 100 100
Married, husband present..ccccececccessccccccccscss 61 60 58 54
Married, husband temporarily absent...ccceeceecceee 5 5 3 2
Separated........:.....l.......l..l....'....l..l... 11 13 14 15
widowed....l.......l............'.....'...........Q 18 17 19 20
Divorced.-oooooo-o-oo-oooooooo-ooooooo-oooooooooooo 5 5 6 8
WHITE

Total, 14 years old and over.,....thousands.. 58,087 63,050 68,512 71,226
chentO.l..........................‘..‘.'. 100 100 100 lm
Si:ngle..................-.......................... 19 20 21 21
Ever married................'.......-.......-....... 81 80 79 79
Ever married.ccecccecscsccssccesssessthousands.. 47,278 50,210 53,885 56,164
Pement....................'...0....'.....0 100 100 lm 100
Married’ husband Present.ccceccccccccccssscccccccscs 78 77 77 77
Married, husband temporarily abseNt...eceececececccse 2 2 2 1
Separated....‘...............'..............'..l". 2 2 2 2
widowed................................."......... 15 16 16 15
Divorced..O.....'.l.ll.l.....'................'.... 3 4 4 5

Note: Categories ''separated" and "divorced" refer to marital status at time of

enumeration.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.
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Table 65. Percent of Women Who Are Single, by Age: 1960 and 1973

Black White
Age
1973 1960? Change 1973 1960 Change

Total, 14 years and Over....... 30.1 22.0 8.1 21.1 18.6 2.5
Under 35 yeaArS..cececcecccccscscncccse 54,1 41,2 12.9 42.8 37.1 5.7
35 years and OVer.cceeccccssccssacnns 5.9 6.1 -0.2 5.0 7.4 2.4
14 to 17 yearsS..eecesccssscccccscssss 97.1 93.9 3.2 96.2 94.7 1.5
18 yeaAr8.ccecccesccccccssccscccsccsoce 88.2 76.4 11.8 81.0 75.5 5.5
19 YeBrS.ceecescecccscsccsccscscssssscscs 78.4 61.7 16.7 67.3 59.4 7.9
20 to 24 yeArS.eecececccccscscccccscses 47.5 35.4 12.1 36.7 27.4 9.3
25 to 29 yeArS.cccceesccccccsccssones 22,9 15.7 7.2 10.6 9.8 0.8
30 to 34 yearsS..ccecscccccccsccssrsce 14.6 9.6 5.0 5.6 6.6 -1.0
35 to 39 years..ceecceccccccscsescccs 8.6 7.6 1.0 3.9 5.9 -2.0
40 to 44 years8.cceeccecccccccccccccce 8.1 6.4 1.7 4.4 6.0 -1.6
45 to 54 yeaArS.ceceecccccscccsccnccss 5.9 6.0 -0.1 3.6 7.2 -3.6
55 to 64 years..cccceccoccccccsconces 4.7 6.0 -1.3 5.4 8.2 -2.8
65 years and OVer.ceeccesccccccccccce 3.6 4.4 -0.8 6.9 8.8 -1.9

1Includes persons of 'other races.,'

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
Bureau of the Census.
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Table 66. Highest Grade of School Completed by Women 20 Years Old and Over, by Age: - 1973

Percent distribution by years of school completed

Total College
Age and race (thou- Less than High &
sands) 4 years
Total of high ZChOOI' 1to3 4 years
years
school years or more
BLACK

Total, 20 years and over. 6,993 100 55 30 10 6

20 t0 24 years....cceccccccccccs 1,119 100 28 47 21 4
25 years and OVer.c.ccceesceses 5,874 100 60 26 8 ]
25 t0 29 years....cecc0s00000 849 100 35 43 13 9
30 to 34 years....ccececcecces 731 100 45 37 11 8
35 to 44 years....ccccececeves 1,305 100 51 34 9 6
45 to 64 years....ccce000000e 2,064 100 69 19 6 5
65 years and OVer...cccoscess 926 100 87 7 3 4

WHITE

Total, 20 years and over. 61,016 100 35 42 13 10

20 to 24 years..cccceccececcccs 7,843 100 15 48 27 10
25 years and OVer....cecceeeses 53,173 100 38 41 11 10
25 to 29 years..ccccccccccscecs 6,749 100 18 49 15 17
30 to 34 years....ccccsccccen 5,570 100 23 50 14 14
35 to 44 years..ccceeccccccoce 10,042 100 29 49 12 11
45 to 64 years..cecececescces 20,042 100 40 41 10 8
65 years and Over....ccceces- 10,770 100 64 22 8 6

Source:
Census,

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the



WOMEN
Economic Characteristics

Labor Force and Employment

Traditionally, the labor force participation rate for black women has been greater than that for white women. This
situation still holds true. In 1973, about one-half of the women of Negro and other races (16 years old and over) were
in the civilian labor force, compared to approximately 44 percent of the white women.

Differences in labor force participation between black and white women varies according to the marital status of
the women. Women of Negro and other races who were married and living with their husbands or widowed were more
likely than their white counterparts to be in the work force in 1973. On the other hand, labor force participation was
greater among white women who were single and those who were married but the husband was absent. Similar
proportions of divorced black and white women were in the labor market (table 67).

The presence of young children in the family affects the work status of black women to a much lesser extent than
white women. Among the ever-married women (15 to 49 years old), about 49 percent of the black mothers with
children under 5 were members of the labor market in 1973, 17 percentage points higher than the comparable
proportion of white mothers. Among the women without preschool age children, about 66 percent of black as
compared to 58 percent of the comparable group of white women were in the labor force-a difference of 8
percentage points (table 68).

Unemployment is more prevalent among black women than white women. In 1973, 10 percent of women of Negro
and other races were unemployed as compared to S percent of white women. Negro and other races women who were
single registered the highest unemployment rates, reflecting the extremely high unemployment rates found among
teenage black girls (table 67).

Occupation

Since 1965, the occupational distribution of employed black women has changed substantially, whereas that for
the white women has remained almost stable. Employed black women have made gains in moving from lower-paid
jobs into the higher-paid occupations. The proportion of Negro and other races women employed in white-collar jobs
increased from 24 percent in 1965 to 42 percent in 1973. The proportion working in service jobs was reduced from
55 to 38 percent (table 69).

Despite this occupational upgrading, black women were still underrepresented in many of the higher-paying jobs.
For example, according to the 1970 census black women comprised about 12 percent of all employed women;
however, they represented only 8 percent of all women working in the professional fields, 4 percent of the managers
and administrators, and 7 percent of the women who were employed as clerical and kindred workers in 1970. In
contrast, 18 percent of the women farm workers, 17 percent of the women service workers (excluding private
household), and 53 percent of the women private household workers were black women (table 70).

Within the major occupation groups, both black and white women were concentrated in occupations which
traditionally have employed large numbers of women. Women of both racial groups in professional and technical
occupations were highly concentrated in elementary and secondary teaching jobs and health jobs such as registered
nurses, dietitions, and therapists. Most women sales workers were sales clerks in retail trade, and the clerical workers
were primarily secretaries, stenographers, and typists. There was a dearth of women, particularly blacks, employed in
occupations such as engineers, physicians, dentists and related practitioners, teachers at the college and university
level, and bank officers and financial managers (table 70).

93
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Occupation--Continued

In November 1973, black women represented 22 percent of all full-time women working as Federal employees. The
proportion of jobs held by black women varied widely by the specific type of pay system. Under the General
Schedule, 19 percent of all women employed were black; whereas under Wage Systems, Regular Leader, 55 percent of

the women were black. Black women were generally underrepresented among women in the higher level jobs under
each pay system (table 71).

Income

Since the late 60’s, the differences in income between black and white women who were year-round full-time
workers has narrowed significantly. The median income ratio of black to white women has risen from 74 percent in

1967 to 86 percent in 1972. During this period, the average income for black women rose about 60 percent to its
1972 level of $5,280; income for white women grew at a slower rate—40 percent.

Disparity in income between black and white women varied greatly by region. In 1972, the income ratio for the
year-round full-time workers ranged from a low of 78 percent in the South to 100 percent in the West.

Black women have also been making income gains relative to black men, but the income differentials between
white women and men has remained stable since 1967 (table 72).



Table 67. Employment Status of Women by Marital Status: March 1973

(Numbers in thousands)

95

Labor force Unemployed
Civilian
Mar:::lr:::tus popu-~ Percent Employed Percent
lation Number of popu- Number of labor
lation force
NEGRO AND OTHER RACES
Total.ceceeoocccncese 9,066 4,427 48.8 3,978 449 10.1
Married, husband present... 3,877 2,093 54.0 1,952 141 6.7
Married, husband absent.... 1,122 546 48,7 477 69 12.6
Widowed..cooeseesvccccoance 1,292 369 28.6 356 13 3.5
Divorced...".'.....'...... 516 366 70.9 337 29 7.9
8ingle.ccceccecccscccosccese 2,259 1,053 46.6 856 197 18.7
WHITE

Total.ceeecsssccconns 67,784 29,477 43.5 27,947 1,530 5.2
Married, husband present... 43,062 17,728 41.2 16,956 772 4.4
Married, husband absent.... 1,780 976 54.8 890 86 8.8
Widowed..ceceeoscccccssccse 8,562 2,115 24,7 2,038 77 3.6
Divorced.ccecceccccsccecccne 2,760 1,972 71.5 1,879 93 4.7
Single..O...".".O‘......C 11’620 6'686 5705 6'184 502 7.5

Source:

U.8. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Table 68. Labor Force Status of Women 15 to 49 Years Old, by Age of Women and Presence
of Young Children: 1973

Age and race

Percent in labor force

Women ever married

Single With own Without own
vomen Total children under | children under
5 years old 5 years old
BLACK
15 to 49 yearS.cececcccces 40 60 49 66
15 to 24 years..ccececccccccccs 34 54 49 61
25 to 29 yearsS..ccccecccccccccss 66 61 51 73
30 to 49 years...ceepeccccccses 61 61 48 65
WHITE
15 to 49 years.cceccccccece 54 49 32 58
15 to 24 years..ccceccccccccccce 49 51 34 72
25 to 29 years.'.'..'.'..l...O. 87 46 33 67
30 to 49 years..ccceoccocccccccce 79 50 28 55

Source:
Bureau of the Census.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
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Table 69. Employed Women, by Occupation: 1965, 1970, and 1973

(Annual averages)

1965 1970 1973
Occupation
Black White Black White Black White
Total number employed.....thousands,, 3,147 21,601 3,642 26,025 3,999 28,448
Percent.cccecececscscccsccacsnccons 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
White~collar WOrkers...cesceecececscsccesas 23.9 61.8 36.0 63.9 41,5 63.3
Professional and technical workers....... 8.5 13.9 10.8 15.0 12,0 14.9
Managers and administrators, except farm. 1.6 4.9 1.9 4.8 2.6 5.2
Sales WOrkers.ceecceccecscecoccccccsscoss 2.0 8.3 2.5 7.7 2.5 7.5
Clerical wOrkers...ceceeecccecsccccccascs Ja1.8 34.7 20.8 36.4 24.4 35.7
Blue-co0llar WOrKersS..ceeeeescsscccsscccsscs 15.9 16.8 19.2 15,7 19.1 15.;
Craft and kindred workers......eecceceescs 0.7 1.1 0.8 1.2 1.1 1.5
Operatives, except transport...eccecceccces { 16.4 12.9
Transport equipment operatives....ceceeee 14.5 15.3 17.6 14.1 0.5 0.5
Nonfarm laborers..ccccccecccccccscsccsces |. 0.7 0.4 0.7 0.4 1.2 0.9
Service wWorkers.....eeccoececoscceccncccace 54.8 18.6 43.1 18.7 38.1 19.3
Private household..eceececcccecccccocemanse 30.1 4.5 17.5 3.4 12.9 2.9
Other.ccvececcceocscscssscccssscsnsssnsss 24.7 14.1 25.6 15.3 25.2 16.4
Farm workers...cccceeeesccccoccsccccsscsccs 5.3 2.7 1,7 1.8 1.3 1.6

Note: Beginning with 1971, occupational employment data are not strictly comparable with statistics
for 1970 and earlier years as a result of changes in the occupational classification system for the 1970
Census of Population that were intraduced in January 1971, and the addition of a question to the CPS in
December 1971 relating to major activities and duties. For an explanation of these changes, see Bureau
of the Census Technical Paper No. 26 and Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment and Earnings, Volume 17,
No. 8 and Volume 18, No. 8.,

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.



Table 70. Occupation of Employed Women: 1970

97

Black women

White women

Detailed occupation Percent Percent Percent

Number distri- of all Number distri-

bution women bution
Total employed...ceececoceccocsccsccccsacees | 3,333,659 100.0 11,5 | 25,375,301 100.0
Professional, technical and kindred workers.. 378,588 11.4 8.3 | 4,132,696 16.3
Computer specialistB..cecccessccscssoncesoccsscss 2,720 0.1 5.4 46,476 0.2
Engineers...ccceeceeccccccsssscssscccccccscsssccsccs 719 - 3.6 19,037 0.1
Lawyers and JUdgeS...cceececccsscccsnsscssvccsces 394 - 3.0 12,588 -
Librarians, archivists, and curators...cc.ecseess 6,646 0.2 6.6 92,835 0.4
Life and physical scientistB...ecccceccsecccscccs 1,381 - 5.1 24,220 0.1
Personnel and labor relations workers....ceccceee 6,862 0.2 7.5 83,479 0.3
Physicians, dentists, and related practitioners.. 1,711 0.1 3.9 39,143 0.2
Registered nurses, dietitians, and therapists.... 71,487 2.1 8.0 811,626 3.2
Health technologists and technicians.cececeeccceese 15,145 0.5 8.3 162,917 0.6
Religious WOrkers...cccccccoeccocscocccccccccocss 1,288 - 5.0 24,176 0.1
Social and recreation WoOrkers...ec.eceessccccsccss 25,861 0.8 16.4 129,490 0.5
Teachers, college and university....ccecoovecceece 7,535 0.2 5.4 129,242 0.5
Teachers, except college and university..cececee. 173,502 5.2 9.0 | 1,746,208 6.9
Engineering and science techniciansS...eceeceesecss 4,700 0.1 5.3 82,089 0.3
Writers, artists, and entertainers....cccccccecee 6,593 0.2 2.9 219,388 0.9
Managers and administrators, except farm..... 46,625 1.4 4.4 | 1,002,272 3.9
Bank officers and financial managers...ecceccccees 1,426 - 2.6 52,427 0.2
Buyers, wholesale and retaill trade...cecccoesccscs 1,291 - 2.5 50,699 0.2
Health administrators.....cccoccecoeccoccccceccese 2,030 0.1 5.4 35,290 0.1
Restaurant, cafeteria, and bar managers.....e.e... 7,564 0.2 6.9 99,862 0.4
Sales managers and department headS...ccceececces 1,701 0.1 2.8 57,662 0.2
8chool administrators..cccccescccocosscosccsccons 5,161 0.2 9.4 49,307 0.2
Sales WOrkerS...c.ccecesececcccvescscncoscecce 85,081 2.6 4.0 | 2,038,977 8.0
Sales clerks, retail trade...cccceececccccccccscse 55,969 1.7 3.8 | 1,395,734 5.5
Clerical and kindred workers....eccccececcccee 691,097 20.7 6.8 9,346,947 36.8
Bank tellers and cashiers..cccccceesceccncccesces 51,322 1.5 5.7 846,266 3.3
Bookkeepers...............-.......--............. 33.445 1.0 2.6 1,228,237 4.8
Secretaries, stenographers and typistS....eecceee 180,887 5.4 4.9 | 3,467,719 13.7
Statistical ClerkS..cceccecccssccscossscscscorsns 12,933 0.4 8.2 143,341 0.6
Craft and kindred WOrkers.....ecceescccesccee 48,140 1.4 9.3 463,670 1.8
Operatives, except transport....c.cesceescecse 534,154 16.0 13.2 3,442,495 13.6
Clothing, ironers, and pPressSers...c.cccccececsccss 56,042 1.7 41.0 78,089 0.3
Dressmakers, except factOry..ccceceececessccccsceae 8,300 0.2 9.0 81,189 0.3

Metalworking operatives, except precision

machines.csceececccecoccsccoccsccssocsccoccnnnne 16,450 0.5 10.8 134,392 0.5
Sewers and Stitchers...ccccececsnsscccecososscnces 77,604 2.3 9.5 718,636 2.8
Textile OperativeS.ccecescseesssccocscoccessoncss 29,154 0.9 12,5 202,744 0.8
Transport equipment operativesS...cecceccccccse 12,937 0.4 9.7 120,008 0.5
Laborers, except faIM.ccscseccesscscssscccssce 48,372 1.5 17.3 228,513 0.9
Farm wWOrkersS..ccceccesccccccsscssssccccccocns 42,272 1.3 18.1 184,828 0.7

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 70. Occupation of Employed Women: 1970—Continued

Black women

White women

Detailed occupation Percent Percent Percent

Number distri- of all Number distri-

bution women bution
Service workers, except private household.... 850,455 25.5 17.7| 3,892.672 15.3
Cleaning service WOrkers...eccccececsccscccocscne 206,157 6.2 34.6 380,485 1.5
Food Service WOrkersS....eeeecececcecsoscccccscssne 229,123 6.9 12,0| 1,656,314 6.5
Cooks, except private household...ccceecccccoss 110,477 3.3 21,2 404,288 1.6
Waiters, food counter and fountain workers..... 57,202 1.7 6.2 955,360 3.8
Health Service WOrkerS...cccecececeoccsccccscoccs 225,918 6.8 21.6 808,319 3.2

Health aides (incl, nursing), orderlies, and

attendants....cccccessccoccccssscccscnccscsces 172,346 5.2 24.2 531,975 2.1
Practical NUrsesS...ceccececoccccooccccccsscnccce 49,063 1.5 21.6 175,261 0.7
Personal service workers...ececccescecsccsccccccscs 82,559 2.5 10.6 685,007 2.7
Child care workers, except private household... 17,687 0.5 14,9 100,100 0.4
Hairdressers and cosmetologistsS..cccecsccssccee 33,424 1.0 7.7 395,645 1.6
Housekeepers, except private household......... 9,578 0.3 12.8 64,076 0.3
Protective service wOrkers...ecceceecescocccccccccss 7,869 0.2 13.3 51,075 0.2
Private household WOrkers...eccecececcccceccccee 595,938 17.9 52.6 522,223 2.1

- Rounds to zero.

Source:
Census,

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic

Statistics Administration, Bureau of the
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Table 71. Federal Employee Pay System and Grade Grouping, for Women: November 1973

Black women
Pay system and grade grouping All
women Number Percent of Percent of
all women all blacks

Total, all pay plans........ 803,679 174,683 21.7 41.9
General Schedule and similar....... 571,147 105,494 18.5 63.4
GS=1 tO 4ecccercscnccsconscnnssns 263,363 52,694 20.0 73.8
GS=5 tO Bivieeocsococcssoncorcnns 234,597 42,884 18.3 66.5
GS-9 to 1l...icoenecccoccscocnnns 55,340 7,975 14 .4 40.1
GS-12 tO 15.u.eccassccncsccncanes 17,728 1,928 10.9 18.3
GS=16 tO 18...cc0000c00000ssnssss 119 13 10.9 9.6
Wage Systems, total?.....ccecnveces 42,425 20,094 47 .4 20.1
Regular Nonsupervisory..c.cceceee. 36,341 16,577 45.6 19.9
WG-1 tO 6.ceecccccncccscnsncans 30,909 15,595 50.5 28.3
WG=7 tO iveveeoonccsssscccsnns 4,223 842 19.9 4.7
WG-10 to 12...cccc0cecescscancs 1,202 140 11.6 1.4
WG-13 t0 15...ccevsecscaccscnos 7 - - -
Regular Leader....ccecocecoecoscs 770 421 54.7 15.7
WL-1 tO 6.cevcconcccocscnssaces 695 410 59.0 21.3
WL-7 tO 9.vveecccvccoccncsconen 70 10 14.3 1.9
WL-10 to 12..cc0cceccssccscnscs 5 1 20.0 0.4
WL-13. t0 15.cc0cecccccccocncsss - - - -
Regular Supervisory...cceescecces 1,136 611 53.8 12,1
WS-1 tO 6uevunccncccsosccccsnnns 935 547 58.5 16.8
WS-7 to 12..0.0cevcacccenncnses 201 64 31.8 3.7
WS-13 to 15..ccceccccccccnnscns - - - -
WS=16 tOo 19..cccevecescscnsccsns - - - -
Other wage SyStemB....cceeeeecesass 4,178 2,485 59.5 27.6
Postal Field Service..ccceeovocesecss 139,161 42,606 30.6 30.6
PFS-1 t0 5%.¢cecccccccccascccnnes 128,816 39,765 30.9 32.3
PFS-6 t0 9..c0.vcvevccsnsccsscnne 5,170 2,294 44 .4 19.9
PFS-10 t0 16...0c0c0ecsccnsssncns 4,463 489 11.0 14.9
PFS-17 t0 19..cccoeeecscesscnnces 504 42 8.3 4.9
PFS=20 to 29%.....ii0vnceccccsees 208 16 7.7 3.4
Total other pay systemS...eecececse 50,946 6,489 12,7 61.2

Note:

and geographic location.)

-Rounds to zero.

These data were extracted from the Central

lIncludes other pay plans, not shown separately.
2In 1970-71 the majority of Federal employees under wage systems were converted to one of the
Coordinated Federal Wage Systems (CFWS)--Regular Nonsupervisory, Regular Leader, and Regular Supervi-

sory.,
CFWS.

The remaining employees were in 'other wage systems,'

Personnel Data File (CPDF) as of November 30, 1973,
Totals will vary slightly from the survey (Minority Group Employment in the Federal Government,
November 1973) data because of different agency coverage and the fact that only records with complete
data pertinent to the study were used (i.e., minority group designator, grade, pay plan, sex, agency

v

3Includes 4th class postmasters and rural carriers.

4In 1967 there were 20 PFS grades.

Source:

U.S. Civil Service Commission.

which will eventually be converted to the
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Table 72. Median Income of Year-Round Full-Time Workers, by Sex, Region, and Age:
1967 to 1972

(In current dollars)

Median income ratio

Women
Year and area Black women | Black women | White women
to to to

Black White white women | black men white men
19671, . ciieieecccccacccncnccnes $3,248 $4,360 0.74 0.67 0.58
1968..'................'...'... 3’561 4’687 0.76 0.66 ons
1969..-ooooooococooooooooooo.-o 4.126 5.182 0.80 0.70 0.58
1970........................... 4'536 5.536 0082 0.70 0.59
1971’.........'..'..'."'....'. 5’092 ‘5’767 0088 0.75 0'58

19722

Area
United StateS..cecccevcccsccnsse 5.280 6.172 0.86 0.72 0057
so“th..'..'.'......'.'....... 4'405 5'631 0078 0.73 0.58
North and WeSt.ceceecococcecs 6'178 6'442 0.96 0,72 0.57
Northeast..cccceeeccccccces 6’063 6’440 0.94 0,78 0.57
North Central..ccceccececcee 5.949 6.190 0.96 0.65 0.56
West.ceeeoccoccccscssocosee 6.889 6.873 1.00 0.76 0.58

Note:

A year-round full-time worker is

one who worked primarily at full-time civilian
Jobs (35 hours or more per week) for 50 weeks or more during the preceding calendar year.

1Revised, based on processing correctionms.
2Based on 1970 census population controls; therefore, not strictly comparable to data

for earlier years.

Source:
Bureau of the Census.

See Definitions and Explanations section for more details.
U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administratiom,



WOMEN
Voting and Elected Officials

Overall, there was less of a tendency for black women to vote than white women in the last presidential election.
In 1972, the proportions of black and white women of voting age who reported that they voted were 52 and 63
percent, respectively.

In 1972, black and white women living in the North and West were more likely to vote than those in the South.

Black women have participated in voting to the same extent as black men. The voter turnout rate has been slightly
lower for white women than for white men (table 73).

Since 1969, the number of black women holding public office has more than doubled-from 131 to 337.
Approximately 13 percent of all elected black officials were women in 1973, representing a small increase over the
level 4 years earlier.

Black women are concentrated in elected positions related to education—about 45 percent were in this category in
1973. Another 30 percent were in office at the municipal level. Few black women have been elected mayors, State
legislators, or U.S. Congresswomen. However, some significant breakthroughs occurred in the 1970’s. For the first
time, black women—three in fact—were elected as mayors; three Congresswomen joined the one Congresswoman
elected in 1968 and seven women won State legislature seats (table 74).
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‘Table 73. Reported Voter Participation of Persons of Voting Age, by Sex and Region:
1964, 1968, and 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

Black White
Subject
1964! 1968 1972 1964 1968 1972
WOMEN

Total of voting age:

United States...cceecceecccccccone 6,114 6,031 7,459 52,368 55,480 64,139
SOUtheeeeeeecscoccccccccecsscccnce 3,196 3,255 3,780 14,196 15,451 18,750
North and WeSt..cececcccocccccce 2,918 2,776 3,679 38,172 40,029 45,389

Percent who reported they voted:

United StatesS.cceecececcceccscccse 57 57 52 68 67 63 -
South..00000..0.'0.0.0000000.00' 43 51 48 55 58 55
North and West...ccccece0ccc0c00es 73 64 57 73 71 67

MEN
Total of voting ag€...cccccccccece 5,138 4,905 6,034 46,985 49,041 57,104
Percent who reported they voted... 58 58 52 73 71 66

1Includes person of "other races.'

Al

Source:  U.S8. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.



Table 74. Black Elected Officials, Total and Women: 1969 and 1973
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' March 1969 March 1973
N Subject
Totall Women Totall Women
Tot8l.ceeoceocsscnsaconce 1,125 131 2,625 337
Percent women of total. (X) 11.6 (X) 12.8
. U.8., CONgress8.ccccececcccccccne 10 1 16 4
State legislatures......ceceees 172 16 238 29
MAYyOr8..ccoceccocoscoccscecccse 29 - 83 3
Other?,....ceeeecoesccacccccnes 914 114 2,288 301
State.......-....o........o.. (NA) - 2 -
COUNtY.voerecossaccesacossnans (NA) 7 211 17
Municipal...cecoceccoccccccns (NA) 38 974 102
5 Law enforcement...ccececcecee (NA) 16 334 32
Education...ccceecoscccecoccoe (NA) 53 767 150
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Total.veecoooesccoccosoans 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
U.8. CONgressS..cccececcccasccns 0.9 0.8 0.6 1.2
State legislatures....cccececes 15.3 12,2 9.1 8.6
Hayors..........-..-.........o. 2.6 - 302 009
Other2....c.coceececvesssccccces 81,2 87.0 87.2 89.3
stateoooo.-oo-ooooooooo-ooooo (NA) - 0.1 -
g’ COUNtY . veoansococcccoscscsnnes (NA) 5.3 8.0 5.0
Municipal...ccccceececcccecce (NA) 29.0 37.1 30.3
Law enforcement....ccoceeceee (NA) 12,2 12.7 9.5
Education..ccccceecececcscacse (NA) 40.5 29.2 44 .5

- Represents zero.
X Not applicable.
NA Not available.

1Includes men, not shown separately.
2Includes all black elected officials not included in first three categories.

. Source: Joint Center for Political Studies.
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LIVING CONDITIONS
Housing and Household Expenditures

In 1960 and 1970, for blacks, home ownership rates were higher in nonmetropolitan areas and suburbs (outside
central cities) than in central cities.

During the decade, the rate of owner occupancy for black households increased in all areas. In the central cities,
the home ownership rate was 35 percent in 1970; 31 percent in 1960. In the suburbs where the home ownership rate
was highest in both 1960 and 1970, the rates were 52 and 54 percent, respectively. The greatest change in owner
occupancy rate occurred in nonmetropolitan areas—45 percent in 1960 and 52 percent in 1970 (table 75).

In 1970, 23 percent of the 6.2 million black occupied housing units were classified as “substandard.” This
proportion was about three times the proportion of the white occupied units (7 percent).!

The 1970 estimates of “substandard’” housing are the sum of two categories: (1) units included in the 1970 census
which lacked complete private plumbing facilities, and (2) an estimate (through the use of statistical techniques) of
the number of “‘dilapidated units” with complete private plumbing facilities.

Both black and white households registered a 50 percent reduction in the ificidence of “substandard’’ units during
the 1960-70 decade. The decline was the result of the decrease in the number of housing units which lacked complete
plumbing (tables 76 and 77).

For the five-year period 1968 through 1972, black American households reported spending an average of $2,654
on cars and selected household durables, about 59 percent of the average expenditure of $4,495 reported by white
households. The largest outlays reported were for cars, the costliest consumer durable covered in this Survey of
Consumer Buying Expectations; black households spent an average of $1,646 and white households spent an average
of $3,153 on the purchase of new and used cars. Black and white television sets was the only commodity for which
the average expenditure for blacks ($60) was significantly higher than the average expenditure for whites ($41) (table
78). Average expenditures were computed by dividing aggregate expenditures by the total number of households
(including households which did not purchase as well as those which did) and differences in average expenditures were
due primarily to differences in the percentage of households making purchases.

In general, for most items in the survey, households headed by blacks reported a lower percentage making
purchases than households headed by whites (table 79).

1The term “substandard” is not a Census Bureau classification but was a category defined by the Federal Housing Agencies in the
1950’s.
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Table 75. Tenure of Occupied Housing Units, Inside and Outside Metropolitan Areas: 1960 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands. Metropolitan areas as defined in respective censuses)

Type of residence

Black®

White

Owner occupied

Owner occupied

Renter Renter
and year Total Percent occu- Total Percent occu-~
Number of pied Number of pled
total total
1960
United States.......... 5,144 1,974 38 3,171 | 47,880 | 30,823 64 17,057
Metropolitan areas........... 3,486 1,224 35 2,262 | 30,514 18,812 62 11,702
Central cities.....ccccc00e 2,844 892 31 1,952 | 15,662 7,885 50 7,777
Outside central cities..... 643 333 52 310 | 14,852 ]| 10,927 74 3,925
Outside metropolitan areas... 1,658 749 45 909 17,367 12,012 69 5,355
1970 .
United States.......... 6,180 2,568 42 3,612 | 56,529 | 36,979 65 19,551
Metropolitan areas.....c.ccec. 4,745 1,826 38 2,919 | 38,558 | 24,023 62 14,535
Central cities......cccc000 3,838 1,336 35 2,502 | 17,188 8,831 51 8,357
Outside central cities..... 907 490 54 417 21,370 15,192 71 6,178
Outside metropolitan areas... 1,435 742 52 693 17,971 12,955 72 5,016
1The 1960 data include "other races.”
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the

Census.
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Table 76.' Housing Units by Availability of Plumbing Facilities and Estimates of
Dilapidated Housing: 1960 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands)

Total occupied

Substandard

Type of residence year-round Lacking some Dilapidated
housing units Total or all with all
plumbing plumbing
facilities facilities
BLACK
]:?60'O....O...l..t..t.‘t. 4.791 2’162 2,007 155
1970..0.'0‘.....'.0...'0. 6’174 1,426 1’041 385
WHITE!
1960.0Q.QQ..O".......'.‘ 48’230 6’311 5,778 533
1970..0..00.'00000.00‘0.0 57’272 3’874 2’731 1’142

Note:
categories:

The 1970 data on "substandard" housing are estimates which are the sum of two
(1) units included in the 1970 census which lacked complete private plumbing

facilities, and (2) an estimate (through the use of statistical techniques) of the number

of dilapidated units with complete private plumbing facilities.

For a more detailed

explanation see the introduction to Plumbing Facilities and Estimates of Dilapidated

Housing, HE(6).

In 1960 housing was reported as ''dilapidated’’ if defects were so critical or widespread
that the structure would require extensive repairs, rebuilding, razing, or was of inadequate

original construction.

Facilities and Estimates of Dilapidated Housing, HC(6).

1Includes persons of other races.

For a more detailed explanation see the introduction to Plumbing

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.
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Table 77. Housing Units and Estimates of Substandard Housing, Inside and Outside Metropolitan Areas:
1960 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands)

Black White!
Type of Total Substandard Total Substandard
occupied occupied
residence
year-round Percent year-round Percent
housing Number of housing Number of
units total units total
1960
United States.....cocece. 4,791 2,162 45 48,230 6,311 13
Metropolitan areas.....ccccce00 3,368 1,027 31 32,499 2,548 8
In central cities.......c.... 2,714 694 26 16,369 1,293 8
Outside central cities....... 654 333 51 16,131 1,255 8
Outside metropolitan areas..... 1,423 1,135 80 15,731 3,763 24
1970
United States.......ccc0. 6,174 1,426 23 57,272 3,874 7
Metropolitan areas......cce0000 4,739 653 14 39,121 1,764 5
In central cities............ 3,833 438 11 17,562 862 5
Outside central cities....... 906 216 24 21,558 901 4
Outside metropolitan areas..... 1,436 7773 54 18,151 © 2,110 12

Note:

The 1970 data on ''substandard" housing are estimates which are the sum of two categories:

(1) units included in the 1970 census which lacked complete private plumbing facilities, and (2) an

' estimate (through the use of statistical techniques) of the number of dilapidated units with
complete private plumbing facilities. For a more detailed explanation see the introduction to
Plumbing Facilities and Estimates of Dilapidated Housing, HE(6).

lIncludes persons of other races.

Source:
the Census.

U.8. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of
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Table 78. Average Expenditure Per Household on Cars and Selected New Household Durables,
for Five-Year Period: 1968 to 1972

. 1 Ratio: Black
Expenditure category Total Black White to white

AVERAGE EXPENDITURE PER HOUSEHOLD
All ftemB....ccvvecsncsanscosnncans $4,319 $2,654 $4,495 0.59
Cars, total (net)...ceecevscecsncssns 3,010 1,646 3,153 0.52
New (Net).ccevceccncocsnssnsosccanssasocsnns 1,957 949 2,062 0.46
Used (Net).eeeevecensossasasoonccnscassnnse 1,053 697 1,091 0.64
Selected appliances, total...ccoeceee 407 271 421 0.64
Washing machines.....cccceceececocccscscses 67 52 69 0.75
Clothes Aryers....ccccecsecsscessccsssccncs 39 14 42 0.33
Kitchen rangesS..cccceceescecscccccsscsccsce 51 50 52 0.96
Refrigerators and freezers.......ceeee0cee0s 108 88 110 0.80
Dishwashers...cccecoccoccesccsscscsscsccacs 26 3 27 0.11
Room air conditioners......cccececeeceecens 42 25 42 0.60
Other?...uueeeeeeeccecococsessnsennssacsnas 74 39 79 0.49
Home entertainment items, total...... 325 272 329 0.83
Black and white television sets....ccecce0s 44 60 41 1.46
Color television BSetS8....ccecevcecessncsass 175 112 180 0.62
Radio, phonographs, and hi-fi equipment.... 106 100 108 0.93
Home furnishings, total....ccceceecsss 577 465 592 0.79
Furniture....ccecoceececeesoccccocrcsscscccssces 410 383 415 0.92
Carpets, rugs, and other floor coverings... 167 82 177 0.46

Note:

!Includes persons of "other races" not shown separately.

Net expenditures are equal to gross expenditures

less trade-in allowances.

2vacuum cleaners, blenders, mixers, and sewing machines accounted for approximately one-third of all

"other" durables reported purchased.

Source:
Census.

U.8. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the
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Table 79. Number of Cars and Selected Other Durables Purchased Per 100 Households,

Five-Year Total: 1968 to 1972
Selected durables Total Black White

Cars:

NEeWeeeeesoosasoosocsssssoscsoscscasossans 62,5 27.4 66.1

Used.svveeecececcaooecscssoscososconcnns 107.3 72.9 110.8
Selected appliances:

Washing machinesS...ceeececescnceseccsss 28.5 22.6 29.2

Clothes dryers..cccecececcecescscscnsse 20.1 7.0 21,7

Kitchen rangesS....ccececcecececcsccsses 17.9 18.0 17.9

Refrigerators and freezers...cccceeccee 32,7 29.1 33.1

Dishwashers....ceccceecesocsssccscccnces 10.3 1.4 11,2

Room air conditioners....c.eceeocececces 16.1 9.7 17.0
House entertainment items:

Black and white television setS..cccc.. 29.6 36.8 28.5

Color television setS..ccceeccceccocess 36.4 23.7 37.6

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,

Bureau of the Census.



LIVING CONDITIONS
Health

The life expectancy of persons of Negro and other races is lower than that of whites. Among Negro and other races,
the average life expectancy at birth in 1971 was 69.3 years for females and 61.2 years for males. Corresponding
figures for whites were 75.6 and 68.3 years.

Among females, the increase in the expectation of life at birth between the period 1959-61 and 1971 was greater
for Negro and other races than for whites and, thus, differences between the two racial groups were reduced. On the
other hand, differentials for males widened as the life expectancy showed little change among Negro and other races
and increased for whites. The lack of improvement for Negro and other races males reflects the increases in
age-specific death rates for most age groups observed during the period (table 80).

For both men and women, mortality rates were generally higher for Negro and other races than for whites.
Between 1967 and 1972, age-specific death rates increased among Negro and other races men in the age groups
between 15 and 64 years, whereas those for women of Negro and other races declined ffor most age groups (table 81).

The reduction in age-specific death rates for Negro and other races females reflects, in part, a decline in the death
rate for major cardiovascular diseases—the leading cause of death. From 1965 to 1971, the rate for this disease
dropped by about 17 percent. During the same period, among Negro and other races females, the death rate for
malignant neoplasms increased slightly; that for accidents remained virtually unchanged. Suicide, a low-ranking cause
of death among Negro and other races females, increased from 1965 to 1971 (3.0 to 3.9 per 100,000 population).

Among males of Negro and other races, major cardiovascular diseases, declined by about 11 percent over the period
1965 to 1971. Deaths from malignant neoplasms, accidents, and homicide were markedly high in 1971. The increases
in the death rates for these diseases (particularly malignant neoplasms and homicides) over the previous 6 years,
undoubtedly, contributed to the rise in age-specific death rates observed for most age groups in this male population
(table 82).

A significant reduction in maternal mortality has been achieved for both blacks and whites. The rate for mothers of
Negro and other races has been below 1.0 per 1,000 live births since 1965.

The decline in infant mortality during the last three decades has continued in the early years of the 1970’s. The

rates for Negro and other races continued to exceed those of whites; in 1972 the infant mortality rate was 29.0 for
blacks, three-fourths higher than the 16.3 for whites (table 83).
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Table 80. Remaining Life Expectancy at Selected Ages, 1959-61 and 1971

(Additional years of life expected)

1959-61"

1971
Age and sex Nzﬁzo Niggo
White Difference White Difference
other other
races races
MALE
O years (at birth)..... 61.5 67.6 -6.1 61.2 68.3 -7.1
l year..ceceeccecocanss 63.5 68.3 -4.8 62.3 68.6 -6.3
15 years....cec00000000 50.4 54.9 -4.,5 48.9 55.1 -6,2
25 yearB...cecce0ccacas 41.4 45.7 -4.3 40.3 46.0 -5.7
40 years....cccevecscee 28,7 31.7 -3.0 28.3 32.1 -3.8
65 years....eeeee00000e 12,8 13.0 -0.2 12,9 13.2 -0.3
FEMALE
0 years (at birth)..... 66.5 74.2 -7.7 69,3 75.6 -6.3
l year..oceeeeeececcces 68.1 74.7 -6.6 70.2 75.8 -5.6
15 yearﬂ........-...... 54-9 6102 -6.3 56.7 6202 "'505
25 yearB...ccec0v0c0cee 45.4 51.5 -6.1 47,3 52.5 -5.2
40 yearﬂ.....-.....o... 32-2 37-1 "4.9 34.0 38.2 -4.2
65 yearsS...ccececsccees 15.1 15.9 -0.8 16.1 17.0 0.9

13-year average.

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and

Statistics.

Welfare, National Center for Health
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Table 81. Death Rates for the Population by Age and Sex: 1967 and 1972

(Age specific death rates per 1,000 population in specified group)

Sex and age

Negro and

other races

White

1967 19721 1967 19721
Male, all ages?.......,.. 10.9 11.1 10.8 10.8
Under 1 year.....ceeececeeeaces 38.8 30.5 22.4 17.8
1 to 4 yearsS...ceeeececosnsccns 1.5 1.2 0.8 0.8
5 to 14 yearS.ccececesescsesceasas 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.5
15 t0 24 yearsS..ceceeesecassans 2.5 3.0 1.6 1.7
25 t0 34 years...cecececccccccs 4.8 5.4 1.7 1.8
35 to 44 years....ceceoescccces 8.5 9.2 3.4 3.2
45 t0 54 yearS..cceeecessescccas 16.1 16.7 9.0 8.7
55 to 64 yearsS..ceceesecccscsses 30.9 31.8 22,2 21.3
65 to 74 years.....oeeoesssssss 65.0 54.0 48.9 48.1
75 to 84 yearsS.c.cesecessnsccse 79.7 89.9 97.6 101.7
85 years and OvVer....eocoeessces 114.3 119.0 215.1 184.2
Female, all ages?........ 7.9 7.6 8.0 8.2
Under 1 year....cceeeceescoccsess 32,0 26.0 16.7 13.7
1 to 4 years..cceeeececesscsesas 1.2 1.1 0.7 0.6
5 to 14 years...ceceeecescessons 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.3
15 to 24 years...eevecesconsees 1.0 1.2 0.6 0.6
25 t0 34 yearS..c..e.eoess000cee 2.5 2.1 0.8 0.8
35 to 44 years..ceceececccccsen 5.1 4.5 0.9 1.8
45 t0o 54 years....ceceecsscocss 10.1 9.6 4.6 4.4
55 to 64 years..ceceececscnccsss 20.6 18.4 10.1 9.9
65 to 74 yearsS..c.eeeecsscecoes 44,1 34.9 25.9 24.4
75 to 84 yearS...eeeesveccccons 57.4 64.2 67.6 65.2
85 years and OVer.....eseeeeees 104.1 103.3 197.0 157.9
Note: The population base for the 1972 rates is consistent with provisional 1970 census
results; therefore mortality rates for 1972 and 1967 are not strictly comparable.

1Data are provisional.

2Crude death rate, unadjusted for differences in age structure.

Source:
Statistics.

U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare, National Center for Health
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Table 82. Age Adjusted Death Rates for Selected Causes, by Sex: 1965 and 1971

(Based on age-specific death rates per 100,000 population in specified group. Computed by the
direct method, using as the standard population the age distribution of the total population of
the United States as enumerated in 1940)

1865 1971
Cause of death
Male Female Male Female
NEGRO AND OTHER RACES

All CAUSBESB.cescoccssscsocoscsscccssosssone 1,238.2 851,9 1,257.7 785.9
Ma jor cardiovascular diseaseS..c...cccescesccess 569.8 440.8 508.9 366 .4
Diseases of he&rt.---........................ 376.1 269.2 363.3 242.3
Hypertension....eeeececesccccscscsscccscsnoss | 14.4 10.0 9.6 7.5
Cerebrovascular diseas€..csecvcocscscccsccocss 134.2 125.5% 115.9 101.7
Arteriosclerosis.ccececccoscccccosscccossscces 13.6 11.3 8.4 7.5

Malignant neoplasms, inc. neoplasms of lym-
phatic and hemotopoletic tissueS..ecsccccccoes 173.3 125.2 198.7 129.7
Accidents......-....-..............--......-.-. 109.3 35.8 111.7 36.1
Influenza and pPneumonifcccccccscscccccscnsocscss 52.3 32.3 43.0 22.8
Diabetes ‘ellitUSQQo-oo-.-u.o-uuooouooo-oooooon 18-1 28-6 21.7 32.4
Cirrhosis of liVel‘..-......-.................-. 23.3 13.4 32.2 17.5
Suicide.I..IQI.O.QIO....0.000Q..Q..O....0...'.’ 9.7 3'0 10.4 3.9
Homicide.eeoeooocosscscososnscscsssccscsoscsosssocs 50.7 11.7 81.6 16.0
Certain causes of mortality in early infancy... 39.2 30.6 26.7 21.1

WHITE

All CBUSBECSBseeevecvvccecscccocscscccsncccsocse 909;3 531.7 814.9 4%-2
Ma jor cardiovascular diSe8SeS.....ccecececoccccs | 479,3 272.9 435.7 239.0
Diseases Of he@rt.ccccceesccocccccccoscecsons 368.6 185.9 343.0 168.2
Hypertension............................--... 4.2 3.1 2.5 1.7
Cerebrovascular dise@sS€..ccccecececcccccccocs 73.8 62.1 68.4 56.1
Arteriosclerosis..cecceccsccccssccccocccccnsss 13.4 10.9 9.1 7.6

Malignant neoplasms, inc. neoplasms of lym-
phatic and hemotopoietic tissueS.cccccesescece 148.0 108.1 154.6 107.2
Accidents..--..-......................-........ 7504 27.7 72.9 27.0
Influenza and pneumoni@..cccececccscsccccocecces 26.9 16.1 22.7 13.6
Diabetes mellituS.csecesccccecscscccesccscncecss 11,9 12.9 12.4 12.4
Cirrhosis Of liver.ccccececccccccrscsccosccccccs 15.6 7.6 18.9 8.8
Sulcide.cceccccccccccoccccrdsrccccosccrccccccnes 17.7 6.7 18.0 7.5
Hmicide.........--.......-.................... 4.8 1.7 7.9 2.3
Certain causes of mortality in early infancy... 22,6 16,2 16.7 12.0

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health
Statistics. ’
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Table 83. Maternal and Infant Mortality Rates: 1940, 1950, 1960, and 1965 to 1972
(Per 1,000 live births)

Negro and other races White
Infant Infant
Year
Maternal Maternal

Under Under 28 days to Under Under 28 days to

1 year 28 days |11 months 1 year 28 days |11 months
1940.ccc00ces 7.6 73.8 39.7 34.1 3.2 43.2 27.2 16.0
1950.cc0ccecee 2.2 44.5 27.5 16.9 0.6 26.8 19.4 7.4
1960cc0cecces 1.0 43.2 26.9 16.4 0.3 22.9 17.2 5.7
1965.cccecces 0.8 40.3 25.4 14.9 0.2 21,5 16.1 5.4
1966.0ccsccnne 0.7 38.8 24.8 14,0 0.2 20.6 15,6 5.0
1967 c0vccecss 0.7 35.9 23.8 12,1 0.2 19.7 15.0 4.7
1968..cc000ee 0.6 34.5 23.0 11.6 0.2 19.2 14.7 4.5
1969.c0cccene 0.6 32.9 22,5 10.4 0.2 18.4 14.2 4.2
1970cecveecee 0.6 30.9 21,4 9.5 0.1 17.8 13.8 4.0
1971,c0c0ccse 0.5 28.5 19.6 8.9 0.1 17.1 13.0 4.0
1972.0000e0es (NA) 29.0 20.6 8.5 (NA) 16.3 12.3 4.0

Note: Date for 1970, 1971, and 1972 are provisional.
NA Not available.

Source: U.S.

Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics.
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VOTING

Among the voting-age population, the overall reported voter participation rate for blacks in the 1972 presidential
election was about 6 percentage points lower than that in the preceding presidential election—52 percent in 1972
compared to 58 percent in 1968. The reported rate for whites (64 percent) was also lower in 1972 than in 1968.

The pattern of lower voter participation in 1972 than in 1968 generally prevailed among persons residing in all
regions of the country.

For both blacks and whites, most of the people who reported that they were registered, reported that they voted
in 1972; however, about 80 percent of registered blacks compared to 88 percent of the whites voted. These figures
represent a decline from 1968 (table 84).

Of the 1.8 million blacks who were registered and did not vote in the last presidential election, approximately 1.5
million reported a reason for not voting. About 47 percent indicated that they were “unable to go to the polls;” the
comparable proportion for white respondents was 39 percent. Reasons which fell in this category were “‘unable to go
to polls for health reasons,” ‘“no transportation available,” or “couldn’t take time off from work.” Reasons such as
“‘out of town” or “away from home,” which comprised another major category, were more frequently reported by
whites than by blacks—14 and 8 percent, respectively. The categories “‘not interested” and ‘‘dislikes politics™
accounted for about one-fourth of the blacks not voting (table 86).

The proportion of blacks “unable to go to polls” differed widely by region—52 percent in the South compared to
37 percent in the North and West. Figures for the white population did not show any variation by region (table 86).

A sizeable number, 3.9 million, of blacks of voting age were not registered in 1972. The proportion not registered
was 29 percent, about the same as it was in 1968. These rates for blacks were slightly above those for whites in both
of these presidential elections (table 85).

Among blacks, the nonregistration rate in 1972 was greater in the South than in the North and West.
Of the nonregistered blacks in the nation, the largest component, 45 percent, cited “not interested” as the reason
for not registering in 1972. That they were ‘“‘unable to register” was reported by 17 percent of the blacks. Those in

the South had larger proportions in the “unable to register’’ category. This category includes reasons such as “physical
disorder,” “no transportation available,” etc. (table 87).
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Table 84. Reported Voter Participation and Registration of the Population of Voting Age,
by Region: 1964, IQQ& and 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

Black White
Subject
1964 1968 1972 1964 1968 1972
Number who reported that they voted:

United StatesS........oovcvuueenvnns. 6,048 6,300 7,033| 70,204 | 72,213 78,167
South.....ccccvevvecccrecescscces 12,576 3,094 3,324| 15,813 17,853 20,201
North and West.........ccocceeenee 13,891 3,206 3,707 | 54,392 | 54,362 57,966

Percent of voting age population who
reported that they voted:

United States........ccceveeecevnss 58 58 52 71 69 64
South.......c.ccveveeecccceecnnas 144 52 48 59 62 57
North and West............cc0uv0n 172 65 57 75 72 68

Percent of registered population who
reported they voted:

United StatesS.......ccocveveessoncss (NA) 87 80 (NA) 92 88
South......ceoeriiiverecsccennss (NA) 84 75 (NA) 87 82
North and WesSt......co0veveeccane (NA) 90 85 (NA) 93 90

NA Not available.
1Includes persons of "other races."

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administrationm,

Bureau of the Census.
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Table 85. Reported Voter Registration for Persons of Voting Age, by Region:
1968 and 1972

21

Registered Not registered
Subject T:tal persons Percent Percent
of voting age Number of Number of
total total
|
BLACK
1968
United StatesS...coecececoceces 10,935 7,238 66 3,217 29
SoUtheceessosososccccccssnsne 5,991 3,690 62 2,041 34
North and WeSt..coececoeoess 4,944 3,548 72 1,176 24
1972
United States.....a.......... 13,494 8,836 65 3,915 29
SoUth.ceececcsccncecccsases 6,950 4,449 64 2,174 31
North and WeSt.c.ecoeveoess 6,544 4,386 67 1,741 27
WHITE
1968
United StateB.cccececseccccss 104,521 78,835 75 23,199 22
South..................,... 28,834 20,416 71 7,815 27
North and WeSt...eceeecvcoee 75,687 58,419 77 15,384 20
1972
United StateS..ccececcecccoces 121,241 88,986 73 28,543 24
south.........0...0.00..'.. 35’415 24'707 70 9'710 27
North and West..ceeeeeecvcee 85,830 64,278 75 18,833 22

Source: U.S. Department of
Bureau of the Census.

Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,
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Table 86. Reported Reason Not Voting of Persons Who Reported That They
Were Registered but Did Not Vote, by Region: November 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

Reported reason for not voting
Total
reported Dis- Out of
Area and race registered Not Unable town or
likes Other
but not inter- oli- to go away reasons?
voting! ested P to polls from
tics
home
BLACK

United States...... 1,511 273 136 711 118 272
South...ieeveeceocncoenne 948 159 63 504' 74 149
North and West........... 563 114 74 207 44 124

Percent Distribution”

United States...... 100 18 9 47 8 18
South.e.veeevescececsoces 100 17 7 53 8 16
North and West........... 100 20 13 37 8 22

WHITE

United States...... 9,560 1,612 1,369 3,684 1,336 1,559
South.c.coceeeccocecccess 4,040 673 487 1,585 599 696
North and West........... 5,520 939 881 2,099 737 863

Percent Distribution

United States...... 100 17 14 39 14 16
South.....coecvnneennnnes 100 17 12 39 15 17
North and West........... 100 17 16 38 13 16

l11ncludes only those who reported a reason for not voting; about 294,000 blacks and
1,260,000 whites did not know or report a reason.

2Includes a negligible number of persons who reported ''machines not working or lines too
long."

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administrationm,
Bureau of the Census. *
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Table 87. Reported Reason Not Registered to Vote of Persons of Voting Age, by Region:
November 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

Reported reason not registered to vote

Total re- Unable to

Area and race ported noﬁ gatisfy Not Dislikes Unable Other

registered residence or interested olitics to reasons
citizenship P register
requirement
BLACK
United States.... 3,915 346 1,747 176 661 585
South.ccecccccsccccccne 2,174 100 1,013 55 410 343
North and West..eoeeeee 1,741 245 734 122 251 242
Percent Distribution
United States,... 100 9 45 4 17 15
SouthOOCOOOOOOOOQO....' 100 5 47 3 19 16
North and WeSteceeeeeeoe 100 14 42 7 14 14
WHITE
United States.... 28,543 4,712 12,328 2,310 3,511 4,326
SOuth.sesescccccscssnse 9,710 1,363 4,699 586 1,217 1,390
North and West,.cceceeee 18,833 3,349 7,629 1,724 2,295 2,936
Percent Distribution

United States.... 100 17 43 8 12 15
South.................. 100 14 48+ 6 13 14
North and WeSt..eceveee 18 41 9 12 16

100

1Includes 401,000 black persons and 1,335,000 white persons

fied as "Do not know if voted and not reported,

Source:
Bureau of the Census.

in the United States classi-

not shown separately.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration,



ELECTED OFFICIALS

The number of black elected officials was 2,991 in March 1974, a 61 percent increase over the 1970 count.
Although the advances have been striking, blacks still account for slightly over one-half of one percent of all elected
officials in the country.!

In 1974 the majority (about 54 percent) of the black office holders were in the South. In 1970, the comparable
proportion was 47 percent (table 88). The concentration of black elected officials in the South reflects the
concentration of blacks in small Southern communities, vigorous registration and voter education projects, and the
protection of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.2

Among the States, the largest number of black office holders were found in Michigan, Mississippi and New York,
respectively, in 1974. There are 11 other States, over one-half of which are in the South, with more than 100 black
office holders. In all States, most blacks held offices in the city government, law enforcement areas, and educational
fields (table 89).

There were 108 black mayors in 1974, a sharp gain over the 81 in 1970. Blacks are now the mayors of 10 large
metropolitan cities (population of 100,000 or more); 2 of these 10 mayors head cities of over 1 million. However,
most of the black mayors govern small towns and communities. Sixty-six of the black mayors headed small
communities with fewer than 5,000 residents, and of these, 40 were mayors of places with a total population of under
1,000. This situation was most pronounced in the South.

Generally, black mayors were holding office in towns and places which are predominantly black. In 61 of the 91
places for which racial data were available, blacks were at least 50 percent or more of the population. In 12 other
places, governed by black mayors, blacks comprised a sizeable proportion (25 to 49 percent) of the population, and in
8 places, blacks accounted for only a very small minority of the population—less than 10 percent (table 90).

! Joint Center for Political Studies, *“News,” April 22, 1974,
2 Joint Center for Political Studies, “Black Women in Electoral Politics,” August, 1973.
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Table 88. Black Legislators and Blacks Elected to Other Public Office:

1964, 1968, 1970, 1972, and 1974

125

Subject 1964 1968 1970 1972 1974
Tot8leeeevovoveeeannnnnns 103 1,125 1,860 2,625 2,991

United States Senate:

United States................ - 1 1 1 1

South....cecevceneececonsenes - - - - -
House of Representives:

United States.....cccecvcvvens 13 15 16

SoUth..ceeervveocecacsnsnsene - - 2 4 4
State Legislature:

United States........ccc00ve00e0 94 172 198 238 239

South........c0iteiveencenens 16 53 70 90 90
Mayors:

United StatesS.......ccevveeee (NA) 29 81 83 108

South....ccoceecencecescocans (NA) 17 47 49 63
Other:!

United States......cco0c0000e (NA) 914 1,567 2,288 2,627

South.....ceovevescccccreasnns (NA) 468 763 1,242 1,452

Note: Figures for the years 1964 and 1968 represent the total number of elected blacks
holding office at that time, not just those elected in those years.
1974 figures represent the number of elected blacks holding office as of the end of March

1971, March 1973, and March 1974, respectively.

- Represents zero.
NA Not available.

Includes all black elected officials not included in first four categories.

The 1970, 1972, and

Source: Joint Center for Political Studies; Potomac Institute, et al (1964 data).
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Table 89. Black Elected Officials by State: March 1974

1970 Black elected officials
State percent
black Total Congress State City County Other!
Y

United StateBS...... 11.1 2,991 17 239 1,360 242 1,133
Malne.ceeecccococsscscccs 0.3 5 - 1 3 - 1
New Hampshire...eeeeceese 0.3 1 - - - - 1
Vermont,seceosceossosccnns 0.2 2 - - 1 - 1
MassachusettsS...eeeccceee 3.1 23 1 5 10 - 7
Rhode Island..cecesceseces 2.7 7 - 1 2 - 4
Connecticut.icecccocccnses 6.0 50 - 6 31 - 13
New YOrK.ooceoesoeoosocssne 11.9 174 2 14 18 9 131
New Jersey..eecccecccsons 10.7 152 - 7 61 4 80
Pennsylvani@....%eeeocese 8.6 83 1 14 19 2 47
OhiOceeesocevccccncsccoes 9.1 139 1 11 85 3 39
Indian@.cececcsvcccsscesne 6.9 55 - 7 27 3 18
I11inoiB.ececsceccccccscnes 12.8 152 2 19 73 3 55
Michigan..ccecceccsecsces 11,2 194 2 14 73 28 77
Wisconsin.eececoccccccene 2,9 14 - 3 6 3 2
Minnesot@.ceccccecccccene 0.9 8 - 2 1 - 5
IOWB.eeeeccscvocedoccsncne 1.2 9 - 1 3 s 5
M18SOUrl..cevececcsccccns 10.3 93 1 15 47 4 26
North Dakot@.eeececcscsse 0.4 - - - - - -
South Dakot8.cecescooscne 0.2 - - - - - -
Nebrask@.ssseesesccccesse 2,7 2 - 1 - - 1
Kansas..ecesececscococccs 4.8 25 - 5 11 1 8
Delawar@.ccscecccocccoces 14.3 8 - 3 5 - -
Haryllnd................. 17.8 65 1 19 32 1 12
District of Columbia,.... 71.1 8 1 - - - 7
Virginia...ceecceoecccose 18.5 63 - 2 39 17 5
West Virginia...eeevcccee 3.9 5 - 1 4 - -
North Carolina..ececceoss 22,2 159 - 3 113 7 36
South Carolin@..cececesece 30.5 116 - 3 57 20 36
Georglacceecscoscoscocsse 25.9 137 1 16 72 9 39
Florida.ceeccoccecsccncss 15.3 73 - 3 65 1 4
Kentucky.oeeoooesocsconee 7.2 59 - 3 43 2 11
Tennessee.seescsccscsccse 15.8 87 - 9 27 29 22
Alabama..cccccocococsccse 26.2 149 - 3 57 17 72
Mississippleccccesccocace 36.8 191 - 1 91 26 73
ArkansfS..eeceee000000000 18.3 150 - 4 74 20 52
Louisianasececescesocccse 29.8 149 - 8 42 32 67
Okl‘hmaoooo'oooococioouo 6.7 66 - 4 40 - 22
TeX88.ses0sss00sscccscces 12,5 124 1 8 59 - 56
Montm.-oooooocoooo.con.o 0.3 - - - - - -
Idaho.ccscescecccsccscane 0.3 1 - - 1 - -
Wyoming.ceesececesscccass 0.8 1 - - 1 - -
Colorado.cesescccesoscses 3.0 13 - 4 5 - 4
New Mex1CO.cosecvvcsccces 1,9 4 - 1 3 - -
Arizon@.ceseccesssossccne 3.0 10 - 2 2 - 6
Utah.cceeoooccosscccsssss 0.6 - - - - - -
Nevad@..esoeocsccccsccoes 5.7 6 - 3 - 1 2
Washington.esseossocossee 2.1 15 - 2 7 - 6
OregoN.sesecsscscssessess 1.3 6 - 1 1 - 4
Californif..cecevcoccccee 7.0 132 3 8 48 - 73
Alask@.ecsoceccccscccncne 3.0 6 - 2 1 - 3
1.0 - - - - - -

Hawall.ceocecossococccsnee

- Note: Figures shown rep;esent the total number of elected blacks holding office as of the end of

- March 1974,

- Represents zero.

1Includes law enforcement and .education.

Source: Joint Center for Political Studies and U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic
Statistics Administration, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 90. Total Population Size and Proportion Black Population of Places
With Black Mayors, by Region: March 1974

All places with black mayors Total South North and West
SIZE OF PLACE

TOot8leseessscosoosvsssesssscsssscncns 108 63 45
1,000,000 OF MOTE..cseecsccccccsscssccscse 2 - 2
250,000 to 999'999-...oo-aoo-ncoooooouooo 3 1 2
100,000 to 249,999...cccccvecccscscccsnsns 5 1 4
25,000 to 99,999.n.oon-oo-aooco-oc-aooo-o 15 4q 11
5,000 t0 24,999, .c.c0ccccesccssccscccnses 17 5 12
2,500 to 4,999, cccccccssccscccccsccnnsocns 12 6 6
1,000 to 2,499....cceceecccccccccccscccce 14 13 1
Under 1,000.--nooootouocoo-cotooc"ooooo- 40 33 7

PERCENT BLACK OF TOTAL POPULATION

TOtBl.ceeeocesccsoosssscscssscscccsnse 91 49 42
75.0 OF MOX€cccsgecccscascscsccsovsccossoe 40 26 14
50.0 t0 74.9.c.veeeccesssssccccscccssssss 21 12 9
25.0 t0 49.9.cc0cceesosccscescosessccccse 12 4 8
10.0 to 24.9...cccce0cccccccscccsoscssone 10 3 7
Less than 10.0 percent...ceesccecccccosccs 8 4 4

Note: Population size and the percent black, based on 1970 census figures and estimates
by the mayors. Figures on percent black were only available for 91 places.

Source: Joint Center for Political Studies and U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and
Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the Census.
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LOW INCOME AREAS IN SELECTED CITIES

According to 1970 census data, the population of low-income areas, as well as that of the balance of the city,
exhibited the whole range of social, economic, and housing characteristics. However, there were generally sharp
contrasts between the characteristics of the population in low-income areas and the population living outside these
areas. Low-income areas, as defined for the 1970 census, consist of all census tracts in which 20 percent or more of all
persons were below the poverty level in 1969. The low-income areas of the 26 cities shown in tables 91 through 94
tended to be clustered around and often included the central business districts.

About five million black people resided in the low-income areas of the 26 cities with 100,000 or more blacks in
1970. Generally, the majority of black persons in a given city also lived in the low-income area. In only three
cities—Detroit, Washington, D.C., and Indianapolis—was there a larger number of blacks living outside than inside the
low-income areas.

In the 26 selected cities, the proportion of the population which was black varied considerably—the proportion in
low-income areas being higher than that outside these areas for all cities. Columbus had the lowest proportion of
blacks residing in the low-income areas (less than 40 percent). At the other extreme, in Atlanta, Memphis, and
Washington, D.C., blacks represented more than 80 percent of the low-income residents.

The black population in the low-income areas in contrast to that in the remainder of the cities was generally
characterized by a high dependency ratio, a low proportion of children living with both parents, low educational
attainment, a high proportion of female heads, high poverty rates, fewer earners in the family, and crowded housing
among renters.

In the low-income areas of most cities, the dependency ratio exceeded 0.90 percent. In 10 of the cities, it was 1.00
or more—that i$ to say, there were at least 100 black children and elderly persons per 100 black persons 18 to 64
years old in the low-income areas. However, in three cities—Memphis, Jacksonville, and Milwaukee—the ratio was 1.00
or more, regardless of the type of area.

The proportion of children living with both parents was 50 percent or less in more than one-half of the low-income
areas; outside the specified areas, the proportion did not fall at or below the 50 percent mark. In most of the selected
cities, less than one-third of all persons (25 years old and over) living in low-income areas had completed high school.
The proportion was particularly small for the low-income areas of Richmond and Baltimore—20 percent or less. The
highest proportion of high school graduates for low-income areas was found in Boston (43 percent), and for outside
low-income areas, Los Angeles (65 percent).

The poverty rate for low-income area families was very high, ranging from 25 to 43 percent. In 5 cities, at least 4
out of every 10 low-income area families were headed by women.

In all cities, families in low-income areas were less likely to have multiple earners than those in the balance of the
city. Moreover, working heads of families in the specified areas were less likely to have worked year-round. The
proportion of black family heads living in low-income areas, who worked 50 to 52 weeks in 1969, reached 50 percent
in only three cities—Washington, D.C., Houston, and Dallas. These cities were followed closely by 10 other cities with
proportions ranging from 45 to 49 percent. The proportion of families who received income from public assistance
was generally higher in these areas than elsewhere.

Unemployment rates in 23 cities were higher in low-income areas than outside these areas. The majority of the
employed persons in these poverty areas were concentrated in blue-collar and service occupations.
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Table 91. Summary of Social and Economic Characteristics of Black Persons, by Residence in Low-Income
Areas for Cities with 250,000 or More Blacks: 1970

Related . 16 years and over
Number Percent children 25 years
' of black black Depend- under 18 and over-- Employed--
Selected cities persons | of total ency years old-- percent Percent | percent in
(thou= popu- ratio percent high school | unem- [blue collar
sands ) lation fiving graduates ployed |and service
with both occupations
parents
New York, N. Y.
In low-income areas...... 1,038 50 0.87 49 34 6 62
Not in low-income areas.. 601 11 0.63 66 51 4 51
Chicago, Il11.
In low-income areas...... 623 76 1.11 46 29 9 7
Not in low-income areas.. 466 19 0.73 69 51 5 56
Detroit, Mich.
In low-income areas...... 318 74 0.93 50 28 13 76
Not in low-income areas.. 337 32 0.79 67 45 9 65
Philadelphia, Pa. .
In low-income areas...... 339 69 0.96 42 23 8 75
Not in low-income areas.. 305 21 0.76 67 42 5 62
Washington, D. C.
In low-income areas...... 221 93 0.85 48 33 5 63
Not in low-income areas.. 306 63 0.66 66 53 4 48
Los Angeles, Calif.
In low-income areas...... 311 55 0.92 47 41 12 69
Not in low-income areas.. 185 8 0.65 64 65 8 52
Baltimore, Md.
In low-income areas...... 243 77 1.00 44 20 7 76
Not in low-income areas.. 170 30 0.77 67 40 5 64
Houston, Texas
In low-income areas...... 216 61 0.90 60 31 5 78
Not in low-income areas.. 97 11 0.94 75 45 5 69
Cleveland, Ohio
In low-income areas...... 156 75 0.95 45 27 10 76
Not in low-income areas.. 129 24 0.79 68 45 5 65
New Orleans, La.
In low-income areas...... 227 70 1.05 52 23 9 77
Not in low-income areas.. 38 14 0.83 74 41 5 61
Atlanta, Ga.
In low-income areas...... 141 82 0.92 46 25 e 78
Not in low-income areas.. 108 35 0.78 72 47 4 61
St. Louis, Mo.
In low-income areas...... 200 70 1.06 47 27 10 73
Not in low-income areas.. 52 16 0.83 66 44 7 61

Note:

Low-income areas in metropolitan areas are defined in terms of census tracts and in nonmetro-

politan areas in terms of minor civil divisions (townships, districts, etc.) in which 20 percent or

more of the population was below the low-income level in 1969.

For a more detailed discussion of the

low-income population residing in poverty areas, see 1970 Census of Population, Volume II report
PC(2)-9B, Low-Income Areas in Large Cities, and Supplementary Report PC(S1)-56, Selected Characteristics

of the Population in Low-Income Areas of Large Cities.

Cities listed according to the 1970 census complete count figures for the black population.

Source:
Census.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the
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Table 92. Summary of Social and Economic Characteristics of Black Persons, by Residence in Low-Income
for Cities with 100,000 to 249,999 Blacks: 1970

Related 16 years and over
children
Number Percent under 18 25 years
of black black Depend- years old-- and over-- Employed--
Selected cities persons | of total ency percent percent Percent | percent in
(thou- popu= ratio living high school | unem- |blue collar
sands) lation with both graduates | ployed |and service
parents occupations
Memphis, Tenn.
In low-income areas...... 224 83 1.09 54 24 8 78
Not in low-income ureas.. 17 5 1,07 7 33 7 71
Dallas, Texas
In low-income areas...... 160 75 0.99 55 32 5 78
Not in low-income areas.. 47 8 0.91 76 52 4 68
Newark, N.J.
In low-income areas...... 159 73 1.01 48 30 9 75
Not .in low-income areas.. 47 29 0.76 61 43 ] 64
Indianapolis, Ind.
In low-income areas...... 54 59 0.98 50 26 11 76
Not in low-income areas.. 78 12 0.94 1:] 44 7 65
Birmingham, Ala.
In low-income areas...... 116 70 0.99 57 29 8 80
Not in low-income areas.. 9 7 0.94 69 32 7 80
Cincinnati, Ohio
In low-income areas...... 83 60 1,00 47 23 9 K4
Not in low-income areas.. 40 13 0.84 74 40 6 66
Oakland, Calif,
In low-income areas...... 82 64 0.90 52 39 14 7
Not in low-income areas.. 42 19 0.74 66 54 8 56
Jacksonville, Fla.
In low-income areas...... 100 68 1.00 51 28 6 76
Not in low-income areas.. 16 4 1.00 68 37 (] 69
Kansas City, Mo.
In low-income areas...... 66 61 1.01 51 34 6 72
Not in low-income areas.. 45 11 0.99 68 50 7 64
Milwaukee, Wis.
In low-income areas...... 72 55 1.13 54 28 9 79
Not in low-income areas.. 31 5 1,00 69 47 7 69
Pittsburgh, Pa.
In low-income areas...... 68 60 0.99 43 30 10 72
Not in low-income areas.. 36 9 0.82 64 43 7 63
Richmond, Va.
In low-income areas...... 62 77 0.93 45 18 5 79
Not in low-income areas.. 40 25 0.77 72 37 3 63
Boston, Mass,
In low-income areas...... 81 42 0.99 46 43 7 63
Not in low-income areas.. 22 5 0.86 58 52 6 56
Columbus, Ohio
In low-income areas...... 56 39 0.94 49 33 7 70
Not in low-income areas.. 41 11 0.88 71 55 4 59

kource:
Census,

U.S. Department of Commerce, Social

and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the
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Table 93. Summary of Characteristics of Black Families and Housing Units, by Residence in Low-Income Areas for
Cities with 250,000 or More Blacks: 1970

Families Occupied housing units
Percent Head Percent oc:ﬁ:i:;__
below ‘Percent | Percent worked receiving | Percent
Selectedcitles Number low=-in- with with 2 in 1969-- | public as- renter pietx;lce;xto
of black come female | or more percent sistance | occupied v ;
families level head earners | worked 50-| income in or more
in 1969 52 weeks 1969 persons
per room
New York, N.Y.
In low-income areas...... 244,625 27 37 36 43 27 92 20
Not in low-income areas.. 149, 597 11 24 56 60 11 71 15
Chicago, 111,
In low-income areas...... 131,718 30 38 36 43 26 88 23
Not in low-income areas.. 112,568 10 20 58 63 8 62 11
Detroit, Mich.
In low-income areas...... 70,806 27 32 42 39 21 63 12
Not in low-income areas.. 80,226 11 20 58 55 10 35 8
Philadelphia, Pa.
In low-income areas...... 75,253 31 40 40 39 29 66 15
Not in low-income areas.. 72,285 12 24 62 61 10 37 9
Washington, D.C.
In low-income are@S...... 47,722 25 36 49 52 13 82 24
Not in low-income areas.. 73,157 10 24 64 69 5 66 16
Los Angeles, Calif,
In low-income areas...... 71,460 28 37 40 42 31 71 18
Not in low-income areas.. 46,329 11 24 57 59 13 63 8
Baltimore, Md.
In low-income areas...... 50,866 33 40 47 44 26 81 17
Not in low-income areas.. 38,886 10 22 68 67 8 54 13
Houston, Texas
In low-income areas...... 49,824 29 26 54 52 10 64 22
Not in low-income areas.. 22,145 16 15 66 65 6 32 24
Cleveland, Ohio
In low-income areas...... 35,617 33 37 40 41 23 77 12
Not in low-income areas.. 31,663 13 20 61 63 8 43 9
New Orleans, La.
In low-income areas...... 50,420 43 34 41 42 21 76 30
Not in low-income areas.. 8,753 20 18 56 54 10 55 25
Atlanta, Ga.
In low-income areas...... 31,858 36 39 49 48 21 77 23
Not in low-income areas.. 25,027 12 18 69 66 7 40 17
St. Louis, Mo.
In low-income areas...... 42,642 30 35 47 46 23 74 23
Not in low-income areas.. 12,381 12 22 62 62 11 47 15

Note: The poverty threshold for a nonfarm family of four was $3,743 in 1969. Families and unrelated individuals
are classified as being above or below the poverty threshold (low-income level), using the poverty index adopted
by a Federal Interagency Committee in 1969. This index centers around the Department of Agriculture's Economy
Food Plan and reflects the differing consumption requirements of families based on their size and composition, sex
and age of the family head, and farm-nonfarm residence. The low-income cutoffs for farm families have been set at
85 percent of the nonfarm levels. These cutoffs are updated every year to reflect the changes in the Consumer
Price Index. The low-income (poverty) data exclude inmates of institutions, college students in dormitories,
members of Armed Forces 1living in barracks, and unrelated individuals under 14 years of age. For a more detailed
explanation, see 1970 Census Subject Report, PC(2)-9B.

Source: U.8. Department of Commerce Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the Census.



134

Table 94. Summary of Characteristics of Black Families and Housing Units, by Residence in Low-Income Areas for
Cities with 100,000 to 249,999 Blacks: 1970

Families Occupied housing units
Percent Head Percent oc:::::;-—
X below Percent | Percent worked receiving
Selected cities Number | low-in- | with | with 2 | 1n 1969-- | public as-| ‘orcont [ Percent
of black come female | or more percent sistance renter with 1.
families level head earners | worked 50-| income in occupied or more
in 1969 52 weeks 1969 persons
per room
Memphis, Tenn,
In low-income areas...... 47,711 37 30 51 49 18 60 35
Not in low-income areas.. 3,632 23 19 62 63 12 30 23
Dallas, Texas
In low-income areas...... 36,295 30 29 58 53 13 63 26
Not in low-income areas.. 10,820 11 16 77 70 5 30 15
Newark, N.J.
In low-income areas...... 35,551 27 40 39 43 31 88 21
Not in low-income areas.. 11,292 12 26 57 58 14 72 13
Indianapolis, Ind.
In low-income areas...... 11,982 28 33 47 49 13 68 18
Not in low-income areas.. 18,471 12 21 64 63 5 38 15
Birmingham, Ala.
In low-income areas...... 26,322 35 28 47 48 14 60 26
Not in low-income areas.. 2,019 25 21 57 50 9 37 28
Cincinnati, Ohio
In low-income areas...... 18,706 34 37 41 42 26 83 18
Not in low-income areas.. 9,540 12 18 63 58 9 49 14
Oakland, Calif.
In low-income areas...... 18,728 26 31 43 43 30 66 16
Not in low-income areas.. 9,967 14 21 58 57 16 49 10
Jacksonville, Fla.
In low-income areas...... 22,773 36 32 47 47 20 48 23
Not in low-income areas.. 3,596 26 24 61 59 13 22 33
Kansas City, Mo.
In low-income areas...... 14,140 26 31 53 49 14 57 12
Not in low-income areas.. 10,377 13 19 70 61 8 25 14
Milwaukee, Wis.
In low-income areas...... 15,357 30 35 51 46 26 75 16
Not in low-income areas.. 6,987 14 22 67 62 13 49 9
Pittsburgh, Pa.
In low-income areas...... 15,658 33 40 34 37 31 77 14
Not in low-income areas.. 8,742 18 22 50 54 16 49 12
Richmond, Va.
In low-income areas...... 14,108 32 39 50 49 21 72 20
Not in low-income areas.. 9,656 14 21 69 64 6 39 13
Boston, Mass.
In low-income areas...... 18,206 28 42 43 41 35 85 13
Not in low-income areas.. 5,250 16 33 53 53 22 74 9
Columbus, Ohio
In low-income areas...... 12,179 31 35 48 46 22 70 12
Not in low-income areas.. 9,744 11 20 65 67 8 38 10
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Social and Economic Statistics Administration, Bureau of the Census.
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REFERENCES FOR TABLES

For 1900, 1940, 1950, 1960, and 1970—Decennial Censuses. For 1965-1969, and 1971-1973—unpublished
Census Bureau estimates of resident population.

For 1970—Decennial Census. For 1965 and 1973—Current Population Surveys.

Same as table 2.

For 1960 and 1970—Decennial Censuses. For 1973—unpublished data from Current Population Survey
(Five Quarter Average).

Unpublished Census Bureau estimates of resident population.

For 1959—1-in-1,000 sample of the 1960 census. For all other years—Current Fopulation Surveys.

Current Population Surveys.

Same as table 7.

Same as table 7.

Unpublished Current Population Survey data.

Unpublished data from Supplement to Current Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of the Census
under the sponsorship of the Office of Economic Opportunity.

For 1959—1-in-1,000 sample of the 1960 census. For 1969 and 1972—Current Population Surveys.

Current Population Surveys.

Same as table 13.

Same as table 13.

For 1959—1-in-1,000 sample of the 1960 census. For all other years—Current Population Surveys.

Same as table 16.

Current Population Surveys.

Same as table 18.

Same as table 18.

Same as table 18.

Same as table 18.

Same as table 18.

Current Population Surveys.

“Minority Group Employment in the Federal Government,” (November 1970, and May 1973), prepared
by Civil Service Commision.

Current Population Surveys.

Current Population Surveys.

Same as table 47.

Same as table 47.

For 1960—Decennial Census. For 1965, 1970 and 1973—Current Population Surveys.

For 1960—1-in-1,000 sample of the 1960 census. For 1966, 1970, and 1973—Current Population Surveys.

Current Population Surveys. )

Same as table 52.

Same as table 52.

Same as table 52.

Decennial Censuses.

1970 Decennial Census.

For Negro, 1960-1968—derived from vital statistics from the National Center for Health Statistics and
Census Bureau estimates; for 1969 and 1970—Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Summary Report, Final
Natality Statistics, Vol. 22, Nos. 7 and 12. For Negro and other races and whites, 1960-1968—Vital
Statistics of the United States, Volume I-Natality 1968; for 1969 and 1970—Monthly Vital Statistics
Report, Summary Report, Final Natality Statistics, Vol. 22, Nos. 7 and 12. For all races, 1960-68—Vital
Statistics of the United States, Volume I-Natality 1968; for 1969 and 1970-Monthly Vital Statistics
Report, Summary Report, Final Natality Statistics, Vol. 22, No. 12; for 1971-1973—Unpublished Census
Bureau estimates.

Current Population Survey.

For 1970—Decennial Census. For 1965 and 1973—-Current Population Surveys.

For 1967—Survey of Economic Opportunity. For 1970—unpublished data from National Fertility Survey.
For 1973—Current Population Survey.

"Current Population Survey.
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REFERENCES FOR TABLES—Continued

For 1960 and 1970—Decennial Censuses. For 1973—Current Population Survey.

For 1960 and 1970—Decennial Censuses. For 1965 and 1973—Current Population Surveys.

For 1960—Decennial Census. For 1973—Current Population Survey.

Current Population Survey.

Same as table 66.

Same as table 66.

Same as table 66.

1970 Decennial Census.

“Minority Group Employment in the Federal Government,” (November 1973), forthcoming report
prepared by Civil Service Commission.

Current Population Surveys.

Same as table 72.

“Black Women in Electoral Politics,” (August 1973), prepared by Harrington J. Bryce and Alan E. Warrick,
Joint Center for Political Studies.

1960 and 1970—Decennial Censuses.

Same as table 75.

Same as table 75.

Consumer Buying Expectations Survey obtained in the Quarterly Housing Survey (QHS) conducted
1968-1972.

Same as table 78.

For 1959-61—National Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics of the United States, Volume
II-Mortality 1968, Part A. For 1971 -Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 22, No. 9.

Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 21, No. 13.

For 1965—National Center for Health Statistics, Mortality Trends for Leading Causes of Death, Series
20-No. 16, and unpublished data. For 1970—unpublished data from the National Center for Health
Statistics.

For 1940-1968—Vital Statistics of the United States, Vol. [I-Mortality 1960 and 1968, Parts A and B. For
1969—Vital Statistics of the United States, Vol. I—Mortality—Parts A and B. For 1970-1972—Monthly
Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 21, No. 13, Annual Summary for the United States, 1972.

Current Population Survey.

Same as table 84.

Same as table 84.

Same as table 84.

For 1964—based on statistics from Potomac Institute et. al. For 1968, 1970, 1972, and 1974—**National
Roster of Black Elected Officials,” Prepared by Joint Center for Political Studies.

For 1970, percent Black—Decennial Census. For all Other figures—‘‘National Roster of Black Elected
Officials, March 1974,” prepared by Joint Center for Political Studies.

Based on statistics from the 1970 Decennial Census and unpublished data from the Joint Center for
Political Studies.

1970 Decennial Census.

Same as table 91.

Same as table 91.

Same as table 91.




DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Most of the statistics in this report are from the
Bureau of the Census, but some are from other
government and private agencies. Specific sources are
given in the section “References for Tables.”

The 1970 data from the Census Bureau are from the
1970 Census of Population and Housing and Current
Population Surveys (CPS). It should be noted that the
data obtained from the CPS and the data obtained from
the Census are not entirely comparable, due to differ-
ent enumeration procedures and population coverage.

The data collected from the March 1973 and 1974
Current Population Surveys shown in this report are, in
some instances, not entirely comparable to earlier years
because of revisions in the Current Population Survey.
Starting in January 1972, 1970 census-based population
controls, metropolitan residence definition, and other
materials were introduced into the sample and estima-
tion procedures. The major item affecting comparability
at the overall national level is the introduction of
population controls based on the 1970 census. Figures
for previous years, except where noted, are tied in with
1960 census-based population controls. Basically, these
changes should have no substantial impact on summary
measures, such as medians arfd means, and on propor-
tional measures, such as percent distributions. However,
the changes may have more impact on the population
levels in different subgroupings or within some parti-
cular category. Specific instances in the tables of this
report are footnoted accordingly. A detailed description
of the changes appears in the Bureau of Labor Statistics
report, Employment and Eammings, Vol. 18, No. 8,
February 1972.

Another’ change in the Current Population Survey
beginning as of December 1971, which affects occupa-
tiorial data only, is the inclusion of a supplemental
question, “What were your most important activities or
duties?”, which provided additional information for
classifying persons by occupation. Additionally, changes
in the occupational classification for the 1970 Census of
Population were introduced in the Current Population
Survey in January 1971. For a further explanation of
these changes see Bureau of the Census Technical Paper
No. 26, “1970 Occupation and Industry Classification
Systems in Terms of Their 1960 Occupation and
Industry Elements” and Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Employment and Earnings, Volume 17, No. 8 and
Volume 18, No. 8.
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Data on income covers money income only, prior to
deduction for taxes, received from such sources as wages
or salaries, net income from self-employment, Social
Security, dividends, interests, public assistance and
welfare, unemployment compensation, government
pensions, veterans payments, etc. (Certain money
receipts s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>