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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
OLDER POPULATION: 1974

INTRODUCTION

This report brings together, in a single publication, a variety of social and economic characteristics of the older
population. Many of these statistics have already been published in Census Bureau and other governmental publica-
tions and are now being brought together as a matter of convenience to the interested user, but some data are being
presented here for the first time. The data in this report are primarily from the 1970 census and the March 1974
Current Population Survey. Below are presented a few summary statistics, which became available shortly before
publication, based on the March 1975 Current Population Survey.

Civilian noninstitutional population, 65 years old and over

(In thousands)

Subject Total Male Female
AGE
Total persons, 65 yearsandover . ............... 21,127 8,722 12,405
B5tO B YEArS . oo v e 7,844 3,463 4,381
JOtOTAYears . ..o oie e 5,580 2,362 3,218
75vyearsand OVer ...t 7,703 2,897 4,806

FAMILY STATUS

In primary families . ............... .o it 14,621 7,264 7,357
Head of family . .......c.vviir e 8,030 6,923 1,107
Wifeofhead ..........cciiiiiininiinnn.. 4,589 (X) 4,589

In secondary families ................... ... .... 4 3 1

Primary individual ........... ... ... ... .. .. 6,229 1,345 4,884
Livingalone ...........cotiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn 6,008 1,290 4,718
With nonrelatives . ............coutiiinerennnnn 223 56 167

Secondary individual ........... ... .. .. ..., 272 109 163
Inhouseholds . .........c.oiiiiiiinnn. 225 90 135
Ingroupquarters ............coeeiiinrennnnnn 45 18 27

INCOME

Median income of persons .............. (dollars). . 3,083 4,535 2,375

Median income of families with head 65 years and
10 1771 (dollars). . 7,298 7,234 7,723

X Not applicable.



INTRODUCTION—Continued

For purposes of this report, the “older’” population is defined as the population 65 years old and over. The lower
limit has been arbitrarily placed at 65 years in recognition of a number of factors which, over the years, have
combined to make the attainment of age 65 a milestone—for example, a time for retirement, Social Security benefits
and Medicare coverage, income tax advantages, and reduction in transit fares and admission prices. This is also an age
group which has come to be identified with low income, widowhood, and loneliness. In some tables, comparative
statistics are shown for segments of the population below age 65 as well, particularly the 55 to 64 year olds. In a
number of areas, especially those of an economic nature, there are dramatic differences between the age groups 55
to 64 and 65 and over. For many persons, the 10 years prior to their 65th birthday represent their peak years—or
high plateau years—of earning power and of income per family member; in sharp contrast, this period is followed by
the reduced income of their retirement years.

There are striking differences in a number of areas among segments of the elderly and between the elderly and the
younger adult population. There are also similarities in some facets of their lifestyle. These similarities and differ-
ences are explored in relation to such characteristics as family and marital status, institutional population, nativity
and parentage, mobility, residence, educational attainment, vocational training, voting rates, veteran status, labor
force participation, occupation and industry, income and earnings, low-income status, housing, factors relating to
health and to the utilization of health services, and crime victimization.

A CENTURY OF GROWTH

Since the turn of the century, the population 65 years old and over has increased at a rate more than twice that
of the total population. While the total population has roughly tripled from 76 million in 1900 to 212 million in
1974, the population 65 and over has increased from 3 million to 22 million. Persons 65 and over constituted about
4 percent of the 1900 population but now constitute 10 percent of the total population.

The female population 65 and over has grown even faster. Counts of men and women of this age were quite
similar during the earlier censuses of this century, but women 65 and over now outnumber the men 12.8 million to
9.0 million.

The 65 and over segment of the population is expected to climb by the year 2000 to about 30.6 million persons,
an increase of about 40 percent over the present number. It would then comprise, depending upon the level of
future fertility, as much as one-eighth of the total population.



Table 1. POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX, JULY1, 1900 TO JULY 1, 1974

(Numbers in thousands. Total population including Armed Forces overseas, except 1900 to 1930)

All ages 65 years and over Percent 65 years and over
Year

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
1974, iieiiinernencnnonennns 211,909 | 103,454 108,455 21,815 8,966 12,849 10.3 8.7 11.8
19700 ccvcecsocsnoccscancsnss 204,879 100,266 104,613 20,085 8,405 11, 680 9.8 8.4 11.2
1960, cc0crcecncncansononnonns 180,671 89,320 91,352 16,675 7,542 9,133 9.2 8.4 10.0
1950, . i ieeeccecncaccanncenes 152,271 75,849 76,422 12,397 5,857 6,541 8.1 7.7 8.6
1940, . ciivienennencncncnenns 132,122 66,352 65,770 9,031 4,410 4,621 6.8 6.6 7.0
1930, ccceevsvescacccncecnans 123,077 62,297 60,780 6,705 3,359 3,346 5.4 5.4 5.5
1920, ccccescovssocccccaccnnes 106, 461 54,291 52,170 4,929 2,485 2,444 4.6 4.6 4.7
1910 . ieeecececososonsescnanns 92,407 47,554 44,853 3,986 2,006 1,980 4.3 4.2 4.4
19000 . tceeecncneoanscoanenns 76,094 38,867 37,227 3,099 1,565 1,534 4.1 4.0 4.1

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.

Table 2. PROJECTIONS OF THE TOTAL POPULATION AND OF THE POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER , BY SEX,

FOR 5-YEAR INTERVALS: 1975 TO 2000

(Numbers in thousands)

Series and sex 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000
Series 1!

Total population, all ages....... .o 213,641 225,705 241,274 257,663 272, 685 287,007
Male..... ceeesceecesecctscsscsststsraannn 104,244 109,979 117,560 125, 605 133,001 140,072
Female....cccvereeereennoonssansacaccnnnne 109,397 115,726 123,714 132,058 139, 685 146,935

Series 32

Total population, all agesS......... 213,323 220,356 228,355 235,581 241,198 245,098
- 0 104,081 107,238 110,940 114,290 116,871 118,617
Female. .coveeeorooescensonsseranascnnsnns 109, 242 113,118 117,415 121,291 124,326 126,481

Both sexes, 65 years and over...... 22,330 24,523 26,659 28,933 30,307 30, 600
65 to 69 years....eceeceencaosconsenscans 8,097 8,663 9,161 9,861 9,609 9,023
70 to 74 yeArS.ceeeesseoscsenssososnnnsns 5,784 6,749 7,228 7,671 8,258 8,056
75 years and OVeTr....c.oeeecsoscscssonses 8,449 9,112 10,270 11,402 12,439 13,521
Male, 65 years and OVer......ceoeeeveeoses 9,147 9,914 10,684 11,518 11,995 12,041
Female, 65 years and Oover........oeeeseee 13,182 14,609 15,975 17,415 18,311 18,558
Both sexes, 65 years and over as percent

of total population, all ages:
Series l...ieeeeeseecensocnnsnocnoasnons 10.5 10.9 11.0 11.2 11.1 10.7
Series 3.c.iieeercencsrsrnrrentonnrnonns 10.5 11.1 11.7 12.3 12.6 12.5
!Assumes 2,7 births per woman.
2pssumes t},7 births per woman,
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,



FAMILY, MARITAL STATUS, AND FERTILITY

Persons 65 years old and over tend to live with few other persons and with relatives only. In 1974, about 80
percent of all families with a head of this age consisted of two persons. Only about 2 percent of the households
headed by a persons 65 or over included nonrelatives of the head. Women living alone or with nonrelatives only
accounted for a significant portion—about one-third—of all household heads 65 years and over. This type of
household was second in this age group to husband-wife households, which accounted for about 46 percent of all
households headed by persons 65 or over.

Around one-sixth (18 percent) of the families in the Nation contain at least one member who is 65 years old and
over, although family members at this age level accounted for only about 8 percent of all family members.

The proportion of men 65 years and over who were household heads increased from 87 percent in 1960 to 91
percent in 1970. Among women, the corresponding increase was from 38 percent to 45 percent. During the same
period, the proportion of men who were the father or the father-in-law of the household head decreased from 7
percent to 4 percent, and the proportion of women who were the mother or the mother-in-law of the head decreased
from 17 to 13 percent.

The most common marital status among men 65 and over is to be married, with a wife present. Because men are
usually older than their wives and have higher mortality rates, widowhood is the most common state among women
of this age group. In 1974, about 78 percent of white men 65 and over, and 60 percent of Negro men, were married
with a wife present. Corresponding percentages of women with husband present were 38 and 26 percent. About half
(52 percent) the white women and 64 percent of Negro women were widowed, compared with 14 percent of white
men and 23 percent of Negro men.

As would be expected, the proportion of persons with their spouse present declines with increasing age while the
proportion widowed increases. By age 85 and over, the proportion of men who are married is about the same as for
those who are widowed, about 43 percent in 1970, whereas for women the discrepancy was considerable, 11 percent
married compared with 77 percent widowed. For all ages 65 and over, the proportion of men who are single and
who are divorced, however, are very similar to those for women. Overall, about 8 percent of men and women 65 and
over had never married, and about 3 percent were divorced.

Education is related to marital status and to the factors affecting marital status. The proportion of men in 1970
who were married and with their wives present tended to increase with increased educational attainment and the
proportion of those who were widowed tended to decrease. However, among men 65 years old and over, there was
little difference in the percent who were single according to years of school completed.

Women 65 years old and over, unlike men, showed marked differences in the percent single between the lower
and the higher levels of education. Among all women of these ages in 1970, about 8 percent were single compared
with about 19 percent of those who had completed 4 years of college and about 36 percent of those who had
completed 5 or more years of college. Although it is beyond the scope of this report, it would be interesting to know
the extent to which these differences are attributable to such factors as: (a) the reluctance of some men to marry
more highly educated women, (b) the rejection of marital opportunities by a woman while pursuing an education
and then not finding acceptable opportunities later, or (c) a conscious choice on the part of a woman to prepare for
a career without marriage.

White women, 65 years old and over, had borne fewer children on the average than had Negro women of the same
ages, about 2.8 children for white women who were ever married compared with about 3.1 for Negro women,
according to 1970 census data. Among both white and Negro women, those well above 65 years of age had borne
more children on the average than had those just above 65 years, reflecting the higher fertility rates of the earlier
cohorts.



Table 3. FAMILIES WITH HEAD 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY TYPE AND SIZE: MARCH 1974

5

5y
{
A

Size of family

Head 65 years and over

Totall Husband-wife Female head
All families..............thousands.. 7,885 6,450 1,135
Percent......cov00000e ctesescncnnane 100.0 100.0 100.0
2 PErSONS.cecesesvrocsossocossssssssssosonns 79.9 81.9 72.4
3 PErSONS..ceeeececsssssssscsoosssssscnnnss 12.8 12.2 14.1
4 PErSONS.seessssscsscssssssssscasssscsos e 3.9 3.7 4.9
5 pPersonS....eceeceecess eeeecceccessesessases 1.6 1.0 4.1
6 PErSONS..ceeveescecossssssssssssssssssons 0.9 0.5 2.3
7 PErsSONS OF MOT€..ceeoseososoesscsosssnsss 0.9 0.7 2.2
!Includes families with "other male head," not shown separately.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
Table 4. AGE OF FAMILY MEMBERS BY NUMBER OF FAMILIES
AND NUMBER OF MEMBERS: MARCH 1974
Number
A b,
ge of members (thousands ) Percent
Total familieS....eeeiuveeeesesanans 55,053 M
With members:
Under 18 yearS...ieeessceccecescscanoas 31,100 56.5
18 to 64 years...... soessssceesscnncsss 50,931 92.5
65 years and OVer....ceeecevsoccoaonass 9,743 17.7
Total MemMbersS...ceeeeeeessccasccoces 189, 361 100.0
Under 18 yearS....ceocecsesscsccoccncenes 66, 850 35.3
18 t0 64 YeaArS..vseeececscocessancsnonens 108, 201 57.1
65 years and OVer....ceeeevecesecscocnaes 14,310 7.6

1Adds to more than 100.0 since a family may have members in more than one age category.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.



Table 5. HOUSEHOLD HEADS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY TYPE OF HEAD AND PRESENCE OF
NONRELATIVES: MARCH 1974

Total Primary families Primary individuals
Presence of nonrelatives households
with head Husband- [Other male| Female Male Female
65 and over wife head head
Total heads, 65 years and over....thousands.. 13,879 6,448 298 1,134 1,331 4,668
Percent, by type of head................... 100.0 46.5 2.1 8.2 9.6 33.6
Percent, by presence of nonrelative...... . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
NO nonrelativesS...ceieeeeeneeencenccnanssasnsas 97.9 99.5 98.2 98.5 95.8 96.3
1 nonrelative.....vevieinreeenronensnnennsaanss 1.9 0.5 1.8 1.5 3.9 3.4
2 or more NONrelativesS.....eeeeesseoeasconancens 0.2 0.1 - - 0.3 0.3

- Represents zero or rounds to zero.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Table 6. PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER IN HOUSEHOLDS , BY RELATIONSHIP TO HEAD, SEX,
AND RACE: 1970 AND 1960

1970 1960
Sex and relationship All ) All ) Negro
1 White Negro White and other
races races
races
MALE

Total persons 65 years and over in |
households........ccev.....thousands.. | 8,073 7,330 666 6,985 | 6,420 565
Percent.....ooeeaseeeeesonooseeeoanns | 100.0 i 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Head....ovesernnnnn, i ] 90.8 | 91.3 85.7 86.8 87.2 82.4
Parent of head or wife.....ooeeeevnnecenncnns | 4.4 4.4 4.1 6.9 6.9 6.5
Other relative of head....eeeseeenseesenaenes | 3.0 2.8 5.2 3.6 3.4 5.0
Nonrelative of head.......eeeeeseenneeeneeons | 1.9 1.5 5.1 2.8 2.5 6.1

|

FEMALE !

Total persons 65 years and over in

households......¢¢ev.ee....thousands.. 10,925 9,991 863 8,442 7,802 640
Percent....ceeeeeseeecescesocnnsnnsnae 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Head.iseieeeeeooooeooosseesoescscoosocacssonsns 45.2 44.8 49.8 38.2 37.9 42.7
Wife of head.....o.veiieeiieeeerenscnacenennns 35.4 36.2 26.3 35.6 36.3 26.7
Parent of head or wife...ioeeeroeerecsecennns 12.7 12.6 13.5 16.8 16.8 18.0
Other relative of head.......cvoieinnnennns 5.1 4.9 7.4 6.8 6.6 8.6
Nonrelative of head....eeevseoseessnscnnnnsns 1.7 1.6 3.0 2.6 2.4 4,1

!Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.



Table 7. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY RACE AND SEX: 1974, 1970, AND 1960

Civilian noninstitutional population)

(Numbers in thousands.

Male Female
Marital status and race
1974 1970 1960 1974 1970 1960
WHITE
Total, 65 years and over....thousands.. 7,727 7,661 6,720 11,027 10,692 8,239
PErCent...ceveeeeesacsoncccancasnaans 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Single..ieieeeereesseresecscasanessssessnnnns 4.5 7.4 7.8 6.5 8.3 8.8
Married, SPOUSE PreSeNt......ceeeeeeecocccoss 78.4 69.5 67.7 38.2 34.5 35.4
Married, spouse absent.....eeeceeescccccsccns 1.4 3.6 3.5 1.2 2.3 2.5
Widowed. .vivveuiueeeeeoocacocsssscssssssosnnns 13.6 16.5 18.7 51.5 51.7 51.3
DAVOTCEd. e e v eeeaeasasasoseasosososssasasannes 2.1 2.9 2.3 2.6 3.1 2.0
NEGRO
Total, 65 years and over....thousands.. 715 691 1589 956 891 1660
Percent..eceececcscescsscsocsccncnnes 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Single..ieeieeeesoseecenoesscsosnssssnossocnnss 5.2 8.1 6.6 4.7 6.1 4.4
Married, Spouse pPresent......eeececeececssces 59.6 55.7 58.5 25.5 26.1 26.9
Married, Spouse abSeNt......cececececccoanses 9.1 8.6 8.1 3.2 6.0 5.3
WidOWed. e euuoeeoeoeoosonosccncsassassncanns 22.8 23.7 24.4 54.0 58.1 61.4
DiVOTCeA.sueeeeeeennesoensonerosaassccsasonas 3.6 3.9 2.5 2.6 3.8 2.0
1Negro and other races.
Source: U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
Table 8. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY AGE AND SEX: 1970
Total,
Marital status and sex 65 years 65 to 69 70 to 74 75 to 79 80 to 84 85 years
years years years years and over
and over
MALE
TOtaliseeeessasasoesaasass. thousands,, 8,433 3,116 2,324 1,580 876 537
Percent.......ceuieteiesnccncscacccnns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Single....ieeeeeeseoosoesesccascscsscnscnnsns 7.5 7.1 7.3 7.3 7.6 10.8
Married..ccceceeeeecoessosescesscasosscnaconns 72.4 80.6 75.8 68.8 58.0 43.4
SpoUSEe PreSeNt....ceeeeessceesscenssscossoans 68.3 76.9 72,1 64.5 52.9 37,7
-Spouse absent.......eeceennccrrrscccnscanns 4,1 3.7 3.8 4.3 5.1 5.7
Separated.....ceeeeiietiecrrtccennccnnnns 1.5 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.3 1.3
Other..iieeeeeeeeceseossseossssnsasannnes 2.6 2.0 2.3 3.0 3.8 4.4
Widowed...eovesenososeoeersesccocsncoonnnnane 17.1 8.8 13.8 21.2 32.0 43.4
Divorced..vieeeeeseseecesocnssescsscasannanns 3.0 3.5 3.1 2,7 2.4 2.4
FEMALE
Total.ieeeeeeeeeeesseesssss.thousands.. 11,658 3,897 3,116 2,284 1,400 961
Percent......coeeeeeseenccssccscannns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Single...iieiiieeiinereeteiestasoncescoscnnans 8.1 7.4 7.8 8.4 8.8 10.7
Married....ceieieeeiniereceosceccnscsconnnnans 36.5 52.0 40.0 27.9 17.2 10.7
Spouse present....cccecescescccccccscsccnnns 33.9 49.1 37.4 25.4 14.8 8.5
Spouse absent.....eceeseecrsrsscesscaccesces 2.6 2.9 2.6 2.4 2.4 2.3
Separated......iiiiiiiieiietcitcncersenas 1.0 1.5 1.1 0.8 0.6 0.6
Other....oiiuieiieieseocercencessassoaseans 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.8 1.7
Widowed....iviereeeeeeseasscensoncennsscnnnnns 52.2 36.5 49.0 61.1 71.9 76.9
Divorced....iieeeeiereeeesncesasacscascssscaas 3.2 4,1 3.3 2.7 2.1 1.7

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.



Table 9. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL

COMPLETED AND SEX: 1970

Percent by marital status
Total Married
Years of school completed and sex (thou- Spouse present Spouse absent
sands) Total | Single P P p Widowed [Divorced
Total | Married| g orated| Other
once
Male, 65 years old and over...... 8,433 100.0 7.5 68.3 53.0 1.5 2.6 17.1 3.0
Elementary: Less than 5 yearsS......... 1,343 100.0 9.8 57.9 42.3 2.6 3.0 23.5 3.2
5 to 7 yearS.seeeesesseces 1,803 100.0 8.0 65.1 50.5 1.7 2.8 19.2 3.3
8 YeArS..eeeecensenoccnnns 2,055 100.0 7.1 69.3 55.1 1.2 2.6 17.0 2.9
High school: 1 to 3 years...eeeeececess 1,204 100.0 6.6 72.3 56.3 1.4 2.5 14,1 3.2
4 YeArS.eeeeesassascsscens 994 100.0 6.6 72.6 56.5 1.1 2.5 14.1 3.0
College: 1 to 3 yearS.ceeeseescenss 504 100.0 6.1 75.6 58.2 0.9 2.3 12.3 2.8
4 YyeArS.uueenesasessscnnes 296 100.0 6.1 76.3 60.8 0.8 2.2 12.1 2.5
5 years Or MOre....eeeeee- 233 100.0 7.4 77.7 62.1 0.6 2.5 9.8 2.0
Median school years completed...cesees. 8.5 (X) 8.3 8.7 8.7 7.7 8.4 8.2 8.4
Female, 65 years old and over.... 11,658 100.0 8.1 33.9 27.5 1.0 1.6 52.2 3.2
Elementary: Less than 5 years...eeee.. 1,436 100.0 6.8 26.2 20.5 1.7 1.7 61.3 2.4
5 to 7 years....... ceenann 2,208 100.0 5.6 31.6 25.0 1.4 1.7 56.8 2.9
8 YEArS..eesssvsecosacscecns 2,808 100.0 6.2 35.1 28.6 0.9 1.7 53.4 2.8
High school: 1 to 3 years...ceeeeessses 1,863 100.0 7.5 35.9 28.6 1.0 1.5 50.4 3.7
4 YEArS.ueeeeoassasaconans 1,898 100.0 9.6 37.1 30.5 0.7 1.4 47.6 3.6
College: 1 to 3 yearsS.ceeeeeeeacesns 879 100.0 10.9 37.3 31.4 0.6 1.4 46.0 3.9
4 YyeArS.eeeeeesoneseososnas 388 100.0 18.7 36.2 31.4 0.6 1.5 39.5 3.5
5 years Or MOr€.seeesavsas 179 100.0 35.7 26.7 22.5 0.6 1.3 30.6 5.0
Median school years completed..eecescas 8.8 (X) 10.7 8.9 8.9 8.2 8.6 8.6 9.4

X Not applicable.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
Table 10. NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN TO WHITE AND NEGRO WOMEN
EVER MARRIED, FOR WOMEN 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER: 1970
Women ever Children ever born
married
Age and race Number Per 1,000
women
(thousands) (thousands) ever married
WHITE
65 years old and OVer....eeeeeeeenens 9,803 27,039 2,758
65 O 69 YEATS.eueereoeersnoonsnsncscanones 3,247 8,026 2,472
70 to 74 years.....eeecessccesescscssannnns 2,638 7,080 2,684
75 1O 79 YeArS.uiusnesssesceneesansosennanns 1,944 5,690 2,927
80 tO 8B4 YEArS..ieeeeecscsserssecscnosnnanes 1,189 3,712 3,122
85 years old and OVer.....eceeseescecncnnas 786 2,532 3,221
NEGRO
65 years old and OVer...sieesseennaess 837 2,627 3,137
65 tO 69 YeArS..eecessosscacesssscscnscnans 336 966 2,873
70 t0 74 YEATS.uuieeeeenunnooacsnsnacneennns 217 656 3,018
75 tO 79 YeArS..veseeseescescconsensannenns 137 454 3,324
80 tO 84 yeaArS...ieeeseevoscsocccaanns ceees 80 289 3,611
85 years old and OVer....ceeeseencevscnnes 67 261 3,923
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.



INSTITUTIONAL POPULATION

Approximately 1 million persons 65 years and over were living in institutions in 1970. About 8 out of 10 of these
were in homes for the aged and another 1 out of 10 were in mental hospitals and residential treatment centers. The
remainder were patients in hospitals because of physical reasons or were inmates of correctional and other institu-
tions. About twice as many women as men were in institutions, reflecting their greater incidence in homes for the
aged which is in harmony with their greater numbers among the older population. (The institutional population was
counted in the census but was excluded from the Current Population Survey. Similarly, all members of the Armed
Forces were included in the census, but in CPS only those members of the Armed Forces in the United States living
off post or living with their families on post were included.)
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Table 11. INMATES OF INSTITUTIONS BY TYPE OF INSTITUTION FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD
AND OVER, BY SEX: 1970

(Numbers in thousands)

Total Male Female
Type of institution
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Total persons, 65 years and over..... 968 100.0 314 100.0 654 100.0
Prisons and reformatoriesS......ceceeee. 2 0.2 2 0.6 - -
Local jails and workhouseS.....c..ecc000 2 0.2 2 0.6 -
Mental hospitals and residential
treatment centers........cc00ci0ienen. 113 11.7 51 16.2 62 9.5
Tuberculosis hospitalS...eeeeeecccsoces 5 0.5 3 1.0 2 0.3
Chronic disease hospitalS....ceeeeeeese 35 3.6 16 5.1 19 2.9
Homes for the aged and dependent....... 796 82,2 234 74.5 562 85.9
All other..... tecestscssessscnssarsscne 15 1.5 6 1.9 9 1.4
- Represents zero or rounds to zero.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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NATIVITY AND PARENTAGE

Persons 65 years and over comprise a larger share—about one in every five overall—of the foreign stock population
(the foreign born plus native persons of foreign or mixed parentage) than of the total population (1 in every 10).
One-third of the foreign-born population and one-sixth of native persons of foreign or mixed parentage were 65
years and older.

For the 33.6 million population of foreign stock (of all ages) in 1970, the leading countries of origin were Italy,
Germany, and Canada. There was wide variation by country in the age distribution of persons who were foreign
stock. There were some countries of origin, for example, from which as many as 1 of every 3 persons of foreign
stock was 65 years or over—Denmark, Germany, Ireland, Norway, and Sweden—and others from which less than 1 in
10 was 65 and over—Cuba, China, Japan, and Mexico. These differences reflect in large part the periods during which
immigrants from various countries entered the United States, with the latter groups representing immigration of a
more recent period.
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Table 12. TOTAL POPULATION AND POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY NATIVITY,

PARENTAGE, AND SEX: 1970

Nativity and parentage Total Male Female
TOTAL POPULATION
All 3g€S....cveeeeesscsesesssss.thousands.. 203,210 98,882 104,328
Median ag€..eeereceesscosscssccscsasessnans 28.1 26.8 29.3
Persons 65 years and over.......thousands.. 20,101 8,436 11,665
As percent of all age€S..eeesoscccsccass 9.9 8.5 11.2
NATIVE OF NATIVE PARENTAGE
All AEES..eeeeccccecsccssssssssssthousands.. 169,635 82,989 86,646
Median age..ceeeecscocssosccsscscoscasnssnas 24.4 23.5 25.3
Persons 65 years and over.......thousands.. 13,126 5,440 7,686
As percent of all ag€S.ceeeecsccsssccas 7.7 6.6 8.9
NATIVE OF FOREIGN OR MIXED PARENTAGE
All BE€S...essssssesscscssesssssthousands.. 23,956 11,489 12,467
Median age€...ieeceecceccsesscoscsoscanscnns 47.3 46.2 48.2
Persons 65 years and over.......thousands.. 3,900 1,606 2,293
As percent of all AgES...eceeescccccens 16.3 14.0 18.4
FOREIGN BORN
All aBeS.sueeeesssseeasssssssssssthousands.. 9,619 4,404 5,216
Median age...cecseeccossccssocosssscccnnnns 52.0 52.2 51.9
Persons 65 years and over....... thousands. . 3,075 1,389 1,686
As percent of all agE€S...eeeeeeecssssans 32.0 31.5 32.3

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.



Table 13. FOREIGN STOCK POPULATION BY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: 1970
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Country of origin

Total foreign

stock

Foreign stock 65

years and over

Number
(thousands)

Percent

Number
(thousands)

Percent

All coUntrieS...eeseocssecececccsanas

United Kingdom. .. .eeeeeeencecosscesoscancans
Ireland....eeeesceecceesscecscosceassanaonns
NOXWaY.eeeeeeoeeoeeoassscosceosssossnsscssnns
SWEAEN. i euteessseoeoscososcssosssssssssssnnnns
DenmMark. .veeessedeceecssseaseossssssnnnnnas
Netherlands....eeeeeseeeoscssscscsccnocsnans
FranCe..cceeeeeeeeeeesessssssssssecononcons
GerMANY . voeeesssesssscasoscsssossssssscssssas
Poland.ceeeeeeeececsocceoseccsccasasossnnnns
CzechosSlovakia.eeeeoeeooeeessconcccssnoanss
AUSEria.eeeeeeessseecesessssecensssscnnnnns
HUNZaYy.uoeeeeeoeessessosccccscessosassnnsns
Yugoslavia...eeeeeeeeeesocasccocosscccnnnnss
L T £
Lithuania....coeeeeeeesecccsssssssssscncnne
GreeCe.. v .veroresoseonsasascnossssssannnaas
TtaLY . eeeeeenneesnoeancennsonnsanneannenns
China...eeeeeeeoosssosccsoscncnnns
JAPAN. et eseesssscssscssssssasannns
Canada...eeveeesscocccnscscans

cesccsens
ceceens
cesesvscsasens
MEXiCO..oeoaeeanocooocssasasasssssasnsnnnns

[0 L
Other West Indies....cceeeeecesacesennnsans
Other Central and South America..... cecsene

33,575

2,465
1,450
615
806
326
384
343
3,622
2,374
760
975
604
447
1,943
331
435
4,241
339
394
3,035
2,339
561
385
578
2,783

100.0

[y

O HHHNORKHNRERHEOHRRERNODNNOHRRHNDRSS

.

WNHNOONO®MWOOWWOIWWMHEOWMOMKOKWDOW®WW

6,975

657
466
220
311
114
78
82
1,275
432
173
245
118
60
480
67
53
680
24
35
550
144
33
29
22
418

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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MOBILITY AND RESIDENCE

Persons 65 and over change residence infrequently—at less than half the rate of the total population. About four
out of five persons (79 percent) 65 and over lived in the same house in 1974 as they did in 1970. Even so, 3.5

million persons 65 and over moved during the 4-year period; many of those who moved (60 percent) remained
within the same county.

About two out of three persons 65 and over lived in metropolitan areas in 1970, and about half of these lived in
the central cities. In nonmetropolitan areas, a small percentage lived on farms, whereas the bulk of the residents were
about equally divided between urban and rural-nonfarm areas.
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Table 14. MOBILITY OF THE POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER AND 4 YEARS OLD

AND OVER, BETWEEN MARCH 1970 AND MARCH 1974, BY SEX

Both sexes Male Female

Hobllity status 4 years | 65 years | 4 years | 65 years | 4 years |65 years

and over | and over | and over | and over | and over | and over

Total population..........thousands.. 194,965 20,602 94,238 8,528 100,727 12,074
Percent......ccoeevenenns cececne aese 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Same house (NONMOVErsS)........ceveveeeacons 57.4 78.6 56.7 78.6 58.1 78.6
Different house in U.S. (movers)........... 37.2 17.1 37.5 17.0 36.9 17.1
Same county......cocveeeeees et eteieieeaen 22.3 10.3 22.3 10.1 22.3 10.4
Different county......c.vviiivnvecennanns 14.9 6.8 15.2 6.9 14.5 6.7
Within State........c. it iiiienennn. 7.3 3.5 7.4 3.5 7.2 3.5
Between States......cio0i0iennnnnann ceee 7.6 3.3 7.8 3.4 7.4 3.2
Contiguous....covvvenirienrnnennns N 2.4 1.1 2.4 1.0 2.3 1.1
Noncontiguous.......c.covvvvenenn e 5.2 2.2 5.4 2.4 5.0 2.1

No report on mobility status!.............. 5.4 4.3 5.8 4.5 5.1 4.3

!Also includes movers who were abroad in March 1970.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Table 15. PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY METROPOLITAN-NONMETROPOLITAN
RESIDENCE AND SEX: 1970

Residence Both sexes Male Female
Total, 65 years and over..thousands.. 20,102 8,438 11,664
Percent...... sesecssscsrsresetensas 100.0 100.0 100.0
Metropolitan........... eesessncssecsssenese 64.2 62.5 65.4
Central cities........civeiiieiininennen 34.1 32.4 35.4
Other urban.........c..... ceeee e P 23.5 22.8 24.0
Rural nonfarm.......c.oeivvenenceerononns 5.3 5.8 5.0
Rural farm..... cecene ceeeeseeeanee ceeeean 1.2 1.5 1.0
Nonmetropolitan........veveveveennnnenennes 35.8 37.5 34.6
Urban....... e 15.4 14.5 16.0
Rural nonfarm........ecoeuveeeroncecoccnns 16.2 17.6 15.1
Rural farm...........cc00n Cieeeeien e 4.3 5.4 3.5

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL TRAINING, AND LITERACY

The recent strides in education which are so clearly evident in the younger population are also manifested in the
population 65 and over, although for the most part that segment of the population completed their education prior
to 1935. About 33 percent of the white men 65 and over had at least a high school education in 1974, compared
with 26 percent for this age group in 1970 and 18 percent in 1960, reflecting increased educational attainmant levels
of younger cohorts. Among white women, 36 percent had completed at least 4 years of high school in 1974,
compared with 31 percent in 1970 and 22 percent in 1960. Data for Negro men and women in this age group appear
to show similar trends but their numbers are too small to detect statistical significance in their apparent differences.

In 1970, about 21 percent of men 65 and over and 18 percent of women of the same ages had completed some
type of vocational training program. Among both men and women, the proportion completing a vocational program
tended to be higher as education increased but dropped off slightly among college graduates. About 18 percent of
the men with less than a high school education had completed a program, compared with about 31 percent of high
school graduates who had not gone on to college. About 26 percent of male college graduates had completed a
vocational training program.

Among women 65 and over, about 13 percent of those with less than a high school education had completed a
vocational training program; corresponding percentages for high school graduates and college graduates were 29
percent and 24 percent, respectively.

The most recent survey on literacy (1969) indicated that about 650,000 persons or 19 percent of the 3.5 million
persons 65 and over with less than a sixth grade education were illiterate, that is, they could not read and write in
any language. (This survey, by definition, included in the literate category all persons having a sixth grade education
or more.) Women were somewhat more likely to be illiterate than men (21 percent compared with 16 percent), and
Negroes 65 and over were about twice as likely to be illiterate as white older persons (31 percent compared with 15
percent). About one-half of the 1 million persons who had completed less than 2 years of school were illiterate
compared with about 20 percent of those who completed 2 years of school and 8 percent of those who completed 3
years of school.



Table 16. YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
BY RACE AND SEX: 1974, 1970, AND 1960
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1974 1970 1960
Years of school completed
and race Male Female Male Female Male Female
WHITE
Total, 65 years and over..thousands.. 7,727 11,027 7,664 10,696 6,720 8,239
Percent......ceieeiniencnne e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Elementary: Less than 5 years............. 10.3 8.8 13.1 10.2 20.5 15.6
5 to 7 years.....c.eeiiiioie.an 16.1 14.6 20.5 17.7 23.2 20.4
8 years.......coiiiiiiniiennnn 25.9 24.5 25.8 25.0 27.4 28.8
High school: 1 to 3 years.............cu... 14.4 15.6 14.8 16.4 10.9 13.3
4 JEArS .. it ieite it aans 17.5 22.0 12.7 17.5 8.2 12.2
College: 1to3years............ . . 6.5 8.3 6.3 8.1 5.2 6.4
4 years Or MOT€....c.vcveuuns . 9.2 6.2 6.8 5.2 4.6 3.3
NEGRO
Total, 65 years and over..thousands.. 715 956 692 894 1589 1660
Percent........c.coiuiiueinnnennannns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Elementary: Less than 5 years............. 45.2 32.1 44.2 33.4 57.1 48.8
5to7 years......coeiiiininnnn 27.0 29.4 27.4 30.2 21.6 25.7
8 years......ciiiiiiiiiiiiaian 10.8 12.2 10.7 13.1 9.5 11.4
High school: 1 to 3 years.......ce.ovueenuus 7.3 13.6 8.9 11.8 5.1 6.6
4 yearS.....eececaennn ceie e 4.3 7.9 4.9 6.4 3.4 4.1
College: 1 to 3 yearS....ceeeieenconnns 2.9 2.2 2.2 2.7 1.8 2.0
4 years Or MOTE@......conceoans 2.5 2.5 1.8 2.4 1.5 1.4

!Negro and other races.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Table 17. VOCATIONAL TRAINING OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL
COMPLETED, RACE, AND SEX: 1970

(Numbers in thousands)

1 .
Years of school All races White Negro

completed Male Female Male Female Male Female
Total, 65 years and Over............. 8,433 11,658 7,661 10,692 691 891
Percent completed training program. 20.7 17.7 21.4 18.2 13.5 11.9
Less than 4 years of high school........... 6,406 8,314 5,710 7,464 630 789
Percent completed training program....... 17.7 13.2 18.3 13.6 11.8 9.8
High school 4 years.........cc.oivieiininnns 994 1,898 952 1,833 34 55
Percent completed training program....... 31.0 28.6 31.1 28.6 29.3 26.6
College 1 to 3 years.......o.vveeveians oo 504 879 487 851 14 25
Percent completed training program....... 33.8 32.2 33.8 32.0 33.4 34.8
College 4 years OF MOTE. ..o.uvvevneonsnnans 529 567 512 544 14 21
Percent completed training program....... 25.8 23.7 25.6 23.6 31.8 25.8

!Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 18. LITERACY OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL

COMPLETED, RACE, AND SEX: NOVEMBER 1969

(Numbers in thousands.

Civilian noninstitutional population)

1 :
Years of school completed All races White Negro

and illiteracy Total Male Female | Total Male Female | Total Male Female
Total, 65 years and over, less than 6.... 3,495 1,678 1,819 2,684 1,296 1,387 753 354 400
Percent illiterate..............v.ovunn 18.6 16.2 20.8 14.8 12,1 17.2 30.5 29.4 31.5

No school years completed...........covieuiuins 815 335 481 612 246 366 165 74 90
Percent illiterate 50.3 45.1 54.3 44.9 39.8 48.6 70.3 (B) 77.8

1 school year completed........coveeneencunns .. 167 88 80 99 55 44 68 32 36
Percent illiterate............ teeeseeniusenes 49.7 46.6 52.5 37.4 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)
2 school years completed...........ovevenennn. 339 186 153 243 128 115 91 54 38
Percent illiterate.......... vt ivnnnnn. 19.8 19.4 20.3 16.0 11.7 20.0 28.6 (B) (B)

3 school years completed........... e .. 651 340 311 498 260 237 150 77 73
Percent illiterate................. PN 8.3 7.9 8.7 6.2 5.4 6.8 16.0 16.9 (B)

4 school years completed.........ovvvvvenunonn . 715 366 349 562 296 267 144 65 80
Percent illiterate...............c. 0.0 3.1 3.0 3.2 2.7 2.4 3.0 4.9 (B) 3.8

5 school years completed.................0.vunn 808 363 445 670 311 358 135 52 83
Percent illiterate...........covviuuinnennnns 1.5 1.7 1.3 - - - 8.9 (B) 7.2

- Represents zero or rounds to zero.
B Base less than 75,000.

!Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.
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VOTING

About three out of every four persons 65 years old and over reported that they were registered to vote in the
1972 Presidential election. About five out of every six of those who were registered reported that they had voted.
Higher percentages of persons aged 65 to 74 voted than did those 75 years and over (68 percent compared with 56
percent); higher percentages of men than women 65 and over voted (71 percent compared with 58 percent); and
higher percentages of white persons than Negroes of this age voted (65 percent compared with 51 percent).

In the 1974 Congressional election, about 70 percent of persons 65 and over were reported registered as against
76 percent in the Presidential election of 1972, and just about half (61 percent) reported voting in 1974 compared
with 64 percent in 1972. (Voter turnout is usually smaller in non-Presidential election years.) Still, persons 65 and
over were more likely to register than the total population (62 percent) and, having registered, were also more likely
to vote (51 percent versus 45 percent).
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Table 19. REPORTED REGISTRATION AND VOTER PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS 65 YEARS
OLD AND OVER, BY AGE, RACE, AND SEX: NOVEMBER 1972

(Civilian noninstitutional population)

Percent distribution
Total
R ted
Age, race, and sex persons Reported they were registered eporte
(thou- Total not
sands) persons Total Reported |Reported did regis-
voted not vote! tered?
ALL RACES®
Both sexes, 65 years and over...... 20,074 100.0 75.6 63.5 12.1 24 .4
65 tO 74 YEATrS. . 't iviiinnneeoeennnnens 12,608 100.0 78.5 68.1 10.3 21.5
75 years and over 7,466 100.0 70.7 55.6 15.1 29.3
Male, 65 years and over.............. 8,348 100.0 81.9 70.7 11.2 18.1
65 tO 74 YJEArS. ... et eiveenroneennennnans 5,470 100.0 82.9 73.2 9.7 17.1
75 years and OVer.........ceveveeeeennnnns 2,878 100.0 80.0 65.9 14.1 20.0
Female, 65 years and over............ 11,726 100.0 71.1 58.4 12.7 28.9
65 t0 74 yEArS. ..o v e v i innnanns 7,138 100.0 75.1 64.3 10.8 24.9
75 years and OVer...........e.ou.uun e 4,588 100.0 64.9 49.1 15.8 35.1
WHITE
Both sexes, 65 years and over...... 18,307 100.0 76.5 64.8 11.7 23.5
65 t0 74 yEArS. . ... o.veivivinnnneeenannns 11,434 100.0 79.3 69.4 9.9 20.7
75 years and OVer.......oeieieeinennnnnns 6,873 100.0 71.9 57.1 14.7 28.1
Male, 65 years and over.......... 7,576 100.0 83.0 72.3 10.7 17.0
65 to 74 years........ 4,948 100.0 84.1 74.8 9.3 15.9
75 years and over 2,628 100.0 81.0 67.7 13.3 19.0
Female, 65 years and over............ 10,732 100.0 71.9 59.5 12.4 28.1
65 to 74 Years.............. e 6,486 100.0 75.7 65.3 10.4 24.3
75 years and OVer.......coeeueevuoneocnnon 4,246 100.0 66.2 50.6 15.6 33.8
NEGRO
Both sexes, 65 years and over...... 1,613 100.0 67.9 50.6 17.2 32.1
65 to 74 years........ 1,054 100.0 71.9 56.4 15.5 28.1
75 years and over 559 100.0 60.3 39.6 20.6 39.7
Male, 65 years and OVer.............. 686 100.0 73.9 56.3 17.6 26.1
65 to 74 yJearS. ... voviieettinnnsnnnasennn 450 100.0 74.8 59.8 15.0 25.2
75 years and over........ et 236 100.0 72.0 49.4 22.6 28.0
Female, 65 years 927 100.0 63.4 46.4 17.0 36.6
65 to 74 years.........ocui0.nn 604 100.0 69.7 53.9 15.9 30.3
75 years and OVer.......coveineeecnnnnnans 323 100.0 51.6 32.5 19.2 48.4
Includes "do not know' and "'not reported" on voting.
2Includes "do not know' and "not reported' on registration.
3Includes persons of other races not shown separately.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 20. REPORTED REGISTRATION AND VOTER PARTICIPATION OF TOTAL VOTING - AGE POPULATION
AND POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY RACE AND SEX: NOVEMBER 1974

Percent distribution

Total
4 .
Age, race, persons Reported they were registered Reported
and sex (thou- Total not
sands) persons Reported Reported regis-
Total did not 2
voted 1 tered
vote
PERSONS 18 YEARS AND OVER

All races®. . .uiiiiiiiienereanannns 141,299 100.0 62,2 44,7 17.5 37.8
Male...oiiieeeeoneneeonsasoanesanonnnns 66,393 100.0 62.8 46.2 16.6 37.2
Female...ooeietiiiineeeoneeoennnnnnnnns 74,906 100.0 61.7 43.4 18.3 38.3
White....ooiiirinneeeeenoeenoannns 125,132 100.0 63.5 46.3 17.2 36.5

| 59,153 100.0 64.3 47.9 16.4 35.7
Female....ovvereresnnseasossonsannnnnns 65,979 100.0 62.8 44.9 18.0 37.2
NEBrO.eevieeeeeososonoosnnnncosnnns 14,175 100.0 54.9 33.8 21.1 45.1
Male..ieieeeeneeoeoaosssonaossoncasennns 6,323 100.0 52.8 33.4 19.4 47.2
Female....oooeeeeesccoccccscccscscccane 7,852 100.0 56.5 34.1 22,5 43.5

PERSONS 65 YEARS AND OVER

All races®. ... viiieneieeaccnnnnns 20,955 100.0 70.2 51.4 18.8 29.8
Male...uveerneeeooeeoooonasosocncnsonns 8,663 100.0 75.8 58.7 17.1 24,2
Female......ecvevnn Ceteceeeetenneaaans .. 12,292 100.0 66,2 46.2 20.0 33.8
White...ouoeerinrereeeennneonancenns 19,058 100.0 71.2 52.8 18.4 28.8
Male..oereerioeoeoeeseooeosnoonanannnns 7,843 100.0 77.2 60.6 16.5 22.8
Female...oeeieeeneennnnonnonnnnannnenas 11,215 100.0 67.0 47.3 19.7 33.0
= oo T N 1,710 100.0 62.9 38.5 24.4 37.0

0 725 100.0 64.8 40.6 24,3 35.2
Female...oeeieineeeesoessoncecsonnonnnns 986 100.0 61.6 37.0 24.5 38.3

!1ncludes "do not know'" and "not reported" on voting.
2Includes '"do not know" and "not reported" on registration.
3Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.
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VETERANS

In 1970, approximately 2.2 million men 65 years old and over were veterans, roughly one-fourth of all males 65
and over. About 9 out of 10 of these veterans were in service while this country was at war. The great majority of
these served during World War |, with a significant number serving during World War I1.

In June 1974, of the 2.2 million veterans receiving compensation from the Veterans Administration for service-
connected disabilities, 193,000, or 9 percent, were 65 and over. In addition, 60 percent of the 1 million veterans
receiving pensions for nonservice-connected disabilities were 65 and over. Thus, better than one out of every three
veterans 65 and over were receiving some form of veterans’ disability pension.

The 155,000 hospitalized veterans 65 and over accounted for 15 percent of the 1 million total veterans hospital-
ized during the fiscal year ending June 1974.



Table 21. PERIOD OF SERVICE OF CIVILIAN MALE VETERANS 65 YEARS
OLD AND OVER, BY RACE: 1970

(Numbers in thousands)
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All races! White Negro
Period of service
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total veterans 65 years and over..... 2,209 100.0 2,047 100.0 146 100.0

War veteranS..ceeceeeresececccoscccoscasanss 2,011 91.1 1,857 90.7 140 95.8
Korean War...ccoceeeecceeeceesscnncnnns 6 0.3 5 0.3 1 0.7
Korean War and World War II......cco0.. 24 1.1 23 1.1 1 0.4
World War Il....ceeeeeccccceccnns cesess 394 17.8 363 17.7 25 17.4
World War I...ciieeeceecass soscccsccscs 1,588 71.9 1,466 71.6 113 77.3
Other service veteransS....eseceeseccses cene 198 9.0 190 9.3 6 4.2

'Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Table 22. RECIPIENTS OF VETERANS' BENEFITS AS OF JUNE 30, 1974

Recipients 65 years and over
Type of Total
benefit recipients Number Percent of
total

Compensation (for service-connected disability) 2,211,216 193,282 8.7
Pension (for nonservice-connected disability).. 1,030,000 619,927 60.2
Dependent of deceased veteran drawing
compensation....ceeececccscsccscscase cesens e 506,073 225,977 44,7
Dependent of deceased veteran drawing pension.. 1,788,443 621,284 34.7
Hospitalization (during Fiscal Year 1974)...... 1,043,293 155,400 14.9

Source: Veterans Administration, unpublished data.
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LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION, EMPLOYMENT STATUS, AND OCCUPATION AND INDUSTRY

Since 1940, there has been an overall decline in the labor force participation rate of persons 65 years and over,
but that decline has not held for both sexes. Among men of this age group, 42 percent were in the labor force in
1940 but only 22 percent in 1974, reflecting the tendency toward earlier retirement in recent years. Women, on the
other hand, showed some tendency toward an increase between 1940 and 1970, from 6 percent to 10 percent, but
since then they, too, have shown signs of a decrease in labor force participation, down to 8 percent in 1974.

Differences by race in worker level among the elderly have greatly decreased—from 8 percentage points in 1940
to 1 percentage point in 1974. In 1940, about 23 percent of white persons 65 and over were in the labor force
compared with 31 percent of persons of Negro and other races. In 1974, around 14 percent of the elderly were in
the labor force.

About 2.0 million men and 1.1 million women 65 years old and over were employed in 1970. More than half of
these employed men and women (about 58 percent of each) were between the ages of 65 and 69. Around one
percent of all men and 27 percent of all women 65 and over had never worked.

Persons 65 and over with few years of school completed tend to have lower rates of participation in the labor
force than do persons who have completed more years of schooling. For example, among males 65 and over, in
1974, only about 12 percent of those who had completed less than 5 years of school were in the labor force,
compared with 25 percent of high school graduates with no additional education and 48 percent of those with 5
years or more of college. This phenomenon could be the consequence of several factors, such as more highly
educated persons being in more personally satisfying and better paying positions which they are reluctant to leave;
being in positions in which their skills are in relatively short supply and their employer is reluctant to release them;
and being self-employed in greater proportions and thus not subject to arbitrary retirement ages.

Among women, higher rates of participation were also experienced at the higher than at the lower education
levels but the rates were lower than for men with corresponding education.

In 1974, there was a marked difference in labor force participation rates for persons in the 10-year period just
before the popular retirement age of 656 compared with those at and just beyond this age. Among men, about 79
percent of those 55 to 64 years, and 34 percent of those 65 to 69 years, were in the labor force. About 42 percent
of women 55 to 64, compared with 14 percent of those 65 to 69, were in the labor force.

There is some suggestion from the figures that many women 65 and over who have left the labor force by way of
retirement may report ‘’keeping house’’ as their major reason for not being in the labor force, whereas men may tend
to report “retired’’ even if they are doing their own housekeeping.

Annual average figures for 1973 from the Bureau of Labor Statistics show that more men 65 and over were in
white-collar occupations (42 percent) than in any other of the four major occupation classes. About 27 percent were
blue-collar workers, 18 percent were in farm occupations, and 13 percent in service occupations. The proportion of
men employed in white-collar occupations was about the same for those 65 to 69 and for those 70 years and over. A
similar age pattern was found for service workers. A somewhat higher percentage of men 70 years and over, however,
were farm workers than were men in the 65 to 69 group, about 21 percent compared with 16 percent. However,
there was a lower percentage of blue-collar workers among those 70 years and over than among those 65 to 69 years.

Women 65 and over were also more likely to be employed in white-collar cccupations (52 percent) than in any
other group, with service occupations second (about 34 percent). Within the white-collar group, however, men were
primarily managers and administrators, whereas women were primarily in clerical positions.
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LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION, EMPLOYMENT STATUS, AND OCCUPATION AND INDUSTRY —Continued

There were also variations by age within the major occupation groups for persons 65 years and over and those 55
to 64 years. A considerably larger proportion of men 55 to 64 years old than of those 65 years old and over were in
blue-collar occupations, 44 percent compared with 27 percent. Among women, 34 percent of those 65 years and
over were in service occupations, but only 25 percent of those 55 to 64 years were in these occupations.

Men 65 and over, more so than those 55 to 64 years, were employed in agricultural industries in 1974. About 20
percent of those 65 and over, compared with 8 percent of those 55 to 64 years, were in agricultural industries.

Within the nonagricultural industries, both men and women in the 65 and over group were more likely to be
self-employed than those 55 to 64, about 19 percent compared with 11 percent for men and 14 percent compared
with 6 percent for women. Women 65 and over were more likely than those 55 to 64 to be employed as private
household workers, 15 percent to 7 percent, but less likely to be government employees, 13 percent to 21 percent.

Among employed men 65 and over in 1970, there was no clearly dominant industry. In the male work force
among the 45 to 64 age group, manufacturing was the front-runner, accounting for around 30 percent of the
employed.

Among employed women, industries in the field of professional and related services (including school teaching
and hospital nursing care) led with about 29 percent, a level which was maintained in both the 65 and over group
and the 45 to 64 group.

In 1970, about 1.2 million working men and 700,000 working women 65 years old or over—approximately 58
percent of the work force in this age group—lived in SMSA'’s having a population of 100,000 or more. Their means
of transportation to work is of particular interest during this period of energy conservation awareness. A majority of
these men, about 60 percent, drove to work in private automobiles. Although one-third of the women also drove to
work, about one-half of them used either public transportation or some means other than as a driver or passenger of
a private automobile. (Among all workers 16 and over in these SMSA's, about 74 percent of the males and 54
percent of the females drove to work.) Both men and women 65 and over who lived inside a central city and worked
in the central business district relied on public transportation to travel to work much more so than did persons of
the same sex who lived inside a central city but worked outside the central business district. (Table 24)
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Table 23. LABOR FORCE STATUS OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
BY RACE AND SEX: 1940 TO 1974

(Numbers in thousands. For years prior to 1960, excludes data for Alaska and Hawaii. All years except
1974 based on sample from decennial censuses; 1974 based on Current Population Survey. 1970 statis-
tics based on 20-percent sample, 1960 statistics on 25-percent sample, 1950 statistics on 3-1/3-per-
cent sample, and 1940 statistics on 5-percent sample)

Both sexes, 65 years Male, 65 years and Female, 65 years and
and over over over
Year and race
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1974
Total.u.eeenennrennnsensnnnnnns 2,921 14,1 1,925 22.4 996 8.2
. 2,639 14,0 1,749 22,5 890 8.0
Negro and other races....ceeeeeeeeens 282 15,1 176 21,7 106 10,0
|
1970 i
Total.eeieeerenooncasconsanconns 3,264 16,2 2,092 24.8 1,171 10.0
White.ioeeueneennaosesencnocoeanannns 2,955 16.1 1,909 24,9 1,046 9.8
Negro and other races.....ceeeeeeeees 309 17.7 183 23.7 126 13.0
1960
TOtal.eeeeeneeoronnnennsnnnnnns 3,150 19.4 2,231 30.5 919 10.3
White...oooevnreenennanonns N 2,892 19.3 2,058 30.6 834 10.1
Negro and other raceS.....cecevecccas 258 20.7 173 29.4 85 12.9
1950
) 2 3 2,882 23.5 2,373 41.4 509 7.8
White........ 2,640 23.3 2,181 41.2 459 7.6
Negro and other races.....c.eeeeeeeeens 242 26.8 192 43.7 50 10.8
1940
Total.. . 2,117 23.6 1,838 41.8 279 6.1
White....ovveennvnenn. 1,920 23.0 1,680 41.2 240 5.6
Negro and other races.....eeeessecess 197 31.0 158 49.0 39 12.5

Source:

Bureau of Labor Statistics.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census and U.S. Department of Labor,

Table 24. PLACE OF WORK DURING CENSUS WEEK FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER LIVING
IN SMSA'S OF 100,000 OR MORE, BY MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION AND SEX: 1970

Living inside central city (cities)

Living outside central city (cities)

Working Worki Working Worki
Means of transportation to 1 inside ‘Or ing Working inside orking Working
Total . in SMSA : : in SMSA :
work and sex Total business tsid outside Total business outsid outside
district of| *U'S19¢ | gusa of district of 191 smsa of
central . central
central residence central residence
. city . city
city city

Male..oeuueaoenennnannaanaaas | 1,192,389 621,285 87,413 | 65,618 20,589 | 571,104 29,977 | 343,543 35,219
Percent....cceevennnnencnss 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Private automobile, driver.... 60,4 55.4 38.5 72,8 59.0 65.9 54.0 62,5 67.9
Private automobile, passenger... 7.3 7.3 5.8 10.0 9.6 7.3 7.2 6.8 7.9
Public transportation........... 15.0 22.1 47.0 10.9 22,0 7.3 37.7 2.9 14,2
Other meansS....cceeeesnececcnnansas 17.2 15.2 8.7 6.2 9.5 19.4 1.0 27.8 10.0
Female...vetsennecercnscnnnes 708,621 410,638 57,061 38,739 7,486 297,983 14,091 194,183 12,723
Percent....cieeeeceecececnns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Private automobile, driver.... 34.4 28.2 16.2 42.4 30.4 43.0 27.1 40.4 49.8
Private automobile, passenger. 14.5 12.5 9.5 17.4 13.8 17.2 17.4 16.4 17.7
Public transportation.. 27.3 36.7 64,3 31.5 39.0 14.4 54.0 9.1 19.1
Other meanS..coeeeeeeeeescernssnnes 23.8 22.6 10.0 8.6 16.7 25.5 1.5 34.1 13.4

!Includes other places of work and place of work not reported, not shown separately.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 25. LABOR FORCE STATUS AND YEAR LAST WORKED FOR THE TOTAL AND NEGRO
POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX: 1970

Percent of total populationnot in
Ul 1
Employed nemployed labor force by year last worked
Age and sex Total
g population Percent of Percent 1960 to 1959 Never
Number total Number |of labor| Totall or
. 1970 . worked
population force earlier
ALL RACES
Male, 65 years and over.... | 8,433,330 | 2,004,453 23.8 | 101,210 4.8 75.0 41.8 27.5 1.4
65 to 69 years...cceeceecccccsens 3,116,348 | 1,167,073 37.5 57,267 4.7 60.7 47,2 9.4 0.9
70 to 74 yearS..e.eeeeeccaccncses 2,324,327 497,882 | 21.4 23,303 4.5 77.5 51.4 20.7 1.3
75 years and OVer...cceeevensas . 2,992,655 339,498i 11.3 20,640 5.7 87.9 28.6 51.5 1.9
!
Female, 65 years and over.. 11,658,495 | 1,091,656 | 9.4 78,901 6.7 90.0 18.7 38.7 26,7
65 to 69 years....cecieecneccnnns 3,897,364 635,288 | 16.3 35,921 5.4 82.8 26.7 30.5 21.0
70 to 74 yearS.ceusoessossasossas 3,115,737 263,884 ! 8.5 19,427 6.9 90.9 21,2 38.8 25.8
75 years and OVere..ececesessssss | 4,645,394 192,484 | 4.1 23,553 10.9 95.3 10.4 45.6 32.1
|
NEGRO i
Male, 65 years and over.... 690,952 153,442‘ 22.2 9,104 5.6 76.5 34.7 31.6 2.0
65 to 69 years..e.eceeececeonnnns 278,836 94,051 33.7 5,094 5.1 64.4 38.9 17.6 1.6
70 to 74 yearS.eeescesssescns . 189,752 34,542 18.2 2,260 6.1 80.6 40.6 30.4 1.8
75 years and OVer..ceeeeooccnssns 222,364 24,849 11.2 1,750 6.6 88.0 24.4 50.2 2.6
|
Female, 65 years and over.. 391,050 106,584 12.0 6,676 5.9 87.3 21.6 40.0 16.8
65 to 69 years.....eeecieeeeannen 356,826 64,639 18.1 3,394 5.0 80.9 28.2 30.2 14.9
70 to 74 years...ceeeeevecencenes 230,391 24,099 10.5 1,661 6.4 88.8 23.1 40.9 16.7
75 years and OVer....c.ceeevecenns 303,833 17,846 5.9 1,621 8.3 93.6 12.8 50.9 19.0

!Includes year last worked not reported.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.

Table 26. LABOR FORCE STATUS OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, AND PERSONS 55 TO
64 YEARS OLD, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED AND SEX: MARCH 1972

(Resident population)

Male Female
65 years and over 55 to 64 years 65 years and over 55 to 64 years
Years of school completed

In labor Not in In labor Not in In labor Not in In labor Not in

force labor force labor force labor forec labor

force force force € force
Total...v.ouvuo.. thousands. . 2,039 6,233 7,187 1,659 1,097 10,454 4,260 5,724
Percent......coovvvunnenn 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No school years completed........ 1.8 3.6 1.1 3.3 0.6 3.2 0.4 1.6
Elementary: 1 to 4 years........ 7.4 12.4 3.7 8,6 5.4 8.0 2,6 5.0
5 to 7 years........ 13,1 18.9 11,0 18.4 12,5 16.8 8.5 12,5
8 years....... ceeses 24.6 26,1 17.3 20.1 21.4 24.6 14,1 18.7
High school: 1 to 3 years........ 14,2 13.1 17.6 19,7 13.6 14.6 19.0 20.4
4 years............. 18.6 14.5 28,1 18,7 24.5 19.9 35.7 29.0
College: 1 to 3 years........ 7.9 4.8 9.3 5.2 9.5 7.4 9.6 7.9
4 years............. 5.8 4,2 6.3 3.5 7.0 4.0 6.5 3.7
5 years or more..... 6.5 2.6 5.5 2,5 5.5 1.5 3.7 1.2
Median school years completed.... 9,6 8.6 11.9 9.0 11,2 8.9 12.2 10.8

Source:

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau

of Labor Statistics.
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Table 27. LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND

OVER, AND PERSONS 55 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED,

SEX, AND RACE: MARCH 1974

Male Female
Years of school completed
and race 65 years 55 to 64 65 years 55 to 64
and over years and over years
ALL RACES
Elementary: O to 4 years........ Cetersenane 12.4 57.1 4.1 26,1
5 to 7 years.u.iiiveiineinnnianns 17.1 74.0 6.0 34.5
8 years....... teteeeceesencrenenen 18.7 73.3 6.9 34.4
High school: 1 to 3 years.......... Cheiiesenaen 23.2 78.1 10.2 37.6
4 years.......eeeuue P 25.5 83.1 9.9 46.3
College: 1 to3 years........... cereeeraane 30.8 84.6 11.5 50.0
4 years........00n.. [ 40.8 82.6 9.7 54.1
5 Years Or MOre........oeeeeveness 48.0 92.2 14,7 64.9
WHITE
Elementary: O to 8 years..... Ceeeeseseatieeane 16.6 71,2 5.4 31.8
High school: 1 to 3 years.......... creraerenans 22,5 77.9 10.3 37.2
4 YeArS..iutuiiireiniiniornitnrnans 25.1 83.1 9.9 45.5
College: 1l year Or MOre...ccooeseeessennces 36,8 86,1 11,7 52.9
NEGRO AND OTHER RACES
Elementary: O to 8 years.......eeeeeevesnne e 17.5 67.6 10.0 39.5
High school: 1 to 3 years......ceeveenssecenoss 35.4 79.6 8.9 41.7
4 YeArS,..iietirtnrrnranorcnrrnons 38.0 81,6 9.6 62.9
College: 1 year OF MOTe.....ceveevevsvnnane 32,9 83.2 2.1 65.3
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Table 28. EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE NONINSTITUTIONAL POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD
AND OVER, AND 55 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY SEX AND RACE: MARCH 1974

(Numbers in thousands)

Civilian labor force Not in labor force by major reason
Sex, age, and race Total Percent of Percent Total Keeping Unable to| Other
population | unemployed house work reasons’
ALL RACES
Male, 65 years and over........ 1,881 22.1 3.0 6,645 119 543 5,983
65 to 69 years..c.ceceiiteiinceenrans 1,136 33.8 3.4 2,221 30 182 2,009
70 years and OVer......oevevvscennnes 746 14.4 2.3 4,425 89 361 3,974
Male, 55 to 64 years........... 7,106 78.5 2.7 1,942 26 561 1,349
Female, 65 years and over...... 991 8.2 3.9 11,083 9,311 673 1,088
65 to 69 years.....c.eetececcnoncenns 604 14.2 4.7 3,635 3,198 108 324
70 years and OVer.......coeeeuveennnas 387 4.9 2.7 7,447 6,113 565 764
Female, 55 to 64 years......... 4,271 42.0 3.3 5,897 5,356 210 325
WHITE
Male, 65 years and OVer.......eo.ee.0. 1,707 22.1 2.9 6,020 111 439 5,470
Male, 55 to 64 years........... cesene 6,496 79.1 2.7 1,713 20 472 1,214
Female, 65 years and OVET............ 892 8.1 4.3 10,134 8,580 572 973
Female, 55 to 64 years......eoeeeeee. 3,814 41.5 3.3 5,372 4,908 162 297
NEGRO AND OTHER RACES
Male, 65 years and OVer......ceeeeess 174 21.8 3.5 625 9 104 513
Male, 55 to 64 years.....ccecevecncns 610 72.6 2.4 230 6 89 134
29 9.5 1.0 948 731 101 115
457 46.5 3.5 525 448 47 28
lIncludes "retired', not available separately, but a major reason for males of this age group being out of

labor force.

Source:

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 29. MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
AND PERSONS 55 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY SEX: 1973

Male Female
65 years and over 65 years and over
Major occupation group 55 to 64 55 to 64
70
Total 65 to 69 | 70 years years Total 65 to 69 years years
years and over years and over

Total......c.inoeeennne thousands.. 1,851 1,059 792 6,833 1,024 619 405 4,062
Percent........c.o0vvveeincncnns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
White-collar workers..........coc0uu.0. 41.8 41.6 41.9 39.8 51.6 53.8 48.1 55.4
Professional, tech.,and kind. wkrs... 11.1 11.3 10.9 10.2 11.9 12.0 11.9 13.0
Managers and administrators.......... 15.6 15.6 15.7 16.6 8.5 7.6 9.9 7.6
Sales WOTKers.......co.oiuniocacannas 9.1 9.3 8.8 6.6 11.1 11.1 11.1 8.3
Clerical and kindred workers......... 5.9 5.6 6.6 6.5 19.9 22,9 15.3 26.5
Blue-collar workers............oeeuue.. 27.0 29.2 24.0 43.7 10.4 11.3 8.9 17.6
Service workers.........ocvivieniinion. 13.0 13.1 12.8 8.8 34.1 31.3 38.3 24.9
Farm workers.......coeiiieiieennrnnnnns 18.3 16.0 21.3 7.7 3.9 3.6 4.4 2.1

Source: U.S., Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Table 30. EMPLOYED PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, AND 55 TO 64 YEARS
OLD, BY CLASS OF WORKER AND SEX: MARCH 1974

(Noninstitutional population)

Both sexes Male Female
Cl
ass of worker 65 years | 55 to 64 | 65 years | 55 to 64 | 65 years | 55 to 64
and over years and over years and over years

Total employed............ thousands. . 2,778 11,044 1,826 6,914 952 4,127
Percent.........ovvvivennie . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Nonagricultural industries................ 86.0 94.2 80.4 92.0 96.7 97.9

Wage and salary workers:
Private household workers.............. 6.2 2.7 1.5 0.3 15.3 6.7
Government,.... B I S 11.4 17.3 10.8 15.0 12.6 21.0
Other. . i iteiersiivenncoronnonnennnnnns 49.7 64.3 48.2 65.5 52.6 62.2
Self-employed....oeusineeeneenrennnnnnnns 17.5 9.2 19.4 11.2 13.9 6.0
Agricultural industries®................... 14.0 5.8 19.6 8.0 3.3 2.1
Self-employed....vieeeeeenennneeneennnnns 11.4 3.9 16.3 5.8 2.0 0.6

!Includes unpaid family workers, not shown separately.
2Includes wage and salary workers and unpaid family workers, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Table 31. INDUSTRY GROUP OF EMPLOYED PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER,
AND 45 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY SEX: 1970
Male Female
Industry group 65 years 45 to 64 65 years 45 to 64
and over years and over years

Employed, total............... thousands. . 2,004 16,899 1,092 10,117

Percent.............. i eieeiites e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries........... 13.5 6.3 1.7 1.2

Construction.........c.viveiniiinnnnnnnns 7.8 9.5 1.0 0.9

Manufacturing...........cciiiiieieiiinnnienns 15.2 30.3 11.2 20.2

Transportation, communications, and other

public utilities..........c cieeiiiieninnnns 5.0 9.2 1.5 2.8

Wholesale trade..... esrecearessssssnsnssrsssnee 4.9 5.0 2.1 2.4

Retail trade.........c0iiviieiiiiiiininnnnnens 16.3 11.6 21.0 19.8

Finance, insurance, and real estate..... ceeeenn 6.6 4.0 4.9 5.4
Other personal services, including private

household.........coiiiiiiiiininnennnns coecces 3.9 1.6 18.5 8.9

Professional and related services.............. 13.3 9.3 28.8 29.1

Public administration............. ... i0iene.e 5.0 7.3 3.6 5.0

All Other....ccoeiiiienereereernrnnncnanannns 8.4 5.9 5.8 4.3

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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INCOME AND EARNINGS

Men 65 years and over with an income had a 1973 median income of $4,100 compared with about $9,600 for
men 55 to 64 years, a contrast reflecting the higher proportion of retirees within the older group. Similarly, women
65 and over had a lower median income than women 55 to 64 years, and in each of these age groups the median
income for women was considerably lower than for men of the same ages. The median income of women 65 and
over was $2,100; it was $3,400 for women 55 to 64 years.

Single, widowed, or divorced persons 62 years old or older who lived in families had a lower median income than
those who did not, about $2,100 compared with $2,800. Those who were more capable of self-maintenance tended
to live apart from relatives.

Families with heads 55 to 64 years old had a 1973 median income approximately double that of families with
heads 65 years old or over, about $13,400 compared with $6,500. Although families with a female head 55 to 64
also had income in excess of those with a head 65 and over, the difference was not as pronounced, about $7,900
compared with $6,100.

Families headed by a woman 65 or over had a median income about the same (around $6,000) as those headed
by a man of that age in which the wife was not in the paid labor force. This was not the case, however, in families
with a head 55 to 64 years. Among these families, those headed by a woman had a median income of about $7,900
while those headed by a man whose wife was not in the paid labor force had an appreciably higher median income of
about $12,000.

The median family income of families containing men 65 years old and over is considerably lower ($6,600) than
for families with men 62 to 64 years ($11,100) or 55 to 61 ($14,200). Within the families which include a man 65
years old or over, the median family income is about twice as high if the man is related to the head as it is if he is the
head. Presumably this is a reflection of the higher, active labor force income of a generally younger family head in
the first case and the lower, largely retirement income of the 65 and over head in the second case. This kind of
difference does not occur in families having men 55 to 61 and 62 to 64 years old, in which the men are normally still
in the labor force.

Of special interest is the fact that among families with a head 65 years old or over those headed by a female had a
1969 median income somewhat higher than that for husband-wife families. (Table 36)

Unrelated individuals 65 years old and over had a 1969 median income of about $1,800. These persons live alone
or with persons to whom they are not related. About 3 out of 4 (75 percent) of these persons had no income from
earnings but were primarily dependent on Social Security income, either exclusively or in combination with sources
of income other than earnings. Around 5 percent had only earnings with no other source of income.

NOTE: The income shown in the two sections on income (“Income and Earnings” and ’Low-income Persons and
Families’’) relates to income for the previous calendar year, while the statistics on the number and characteristics of
persons and families relate to those persons or families as of the sample survey or census date. Thus, for a Current
Population Survey table showing 1973 income, the income was accumulated in 1973 but the survey date was March,
1974. Similarly, 1970 census income data relate to income received in 1969 although the official census date was
April, 1970.
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Table 32. TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1973 OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER,

AND 55 TO 64'YEARS OLD, BY RACE AND SEX

(Persons as of March, 1974; see Note, page 31)

All races! White Negro
d
Income and sex 65 years | 55 to 64 | 65 years | 55 to 64| 65 years| 55 to 64
and over years and over years and over years
MALE
Number of persons...............thousands.. 8,528 9,051 7,727 8,212 716 750
Number of persons with income...thousands.. 8,463 8,960 7,682 8,149 705 729
Income Recipients
Percent......c.civeeeeiecinnnneenens 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
$1 to $2,499 OF 10SS...eveerunnnnenneennnnn 23.9 9.5 20.9 8.1 57.2 25.5
$2,500 t0 $3,999. ..ttt iinniininieiieaaan, 24.8 7.6 25.1 7.2 20.2 12.3
$4,000 to $5,999. .. .0 0ttt 21.6 11.3 22.4 10.5 14.2 19.7
$6,000 to $9,999..........00.n... ceseenases 16.2 24.1 17.2 24.1 5.4 24.3
$10,000 and OVer........e.vevnnneneeenonnns 13.5 47.2 14.5 50.0 3.0 18.1
Median income.....................dollars.. 4,106 9,552 4,317 9,989 2,281 5,294
FEMALE
Number of persons...............thousands.. 12,074 10,164 11,027 9,185 957 898
Number of persons with income...thousands.. 10,546 7,119 9,598 6,305 887 745
Income Recipients
Percent.......coeviiinineninrnecerenas 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
$1 to $1,499 OF 10SS..e.vvuueeernnrnnnnnnns 31.1 25.6 29.3 24.3 49.2 37.5
$1,500 to $2,499. . ... 0iiiieianininnenanenn 29.8 15.2 29.5 14.7 32.4 20.0
$2,500 tO $3,999. . .0 iintiiirrrcnreneaannn 21.3 14.9 22.0 14.6 13.1 16.0
$4,000 to $9,999. vt iieiinnnirinennaaan. 15.0 34.7 15.9 36.3 5.2 22.2
$10,000 and OVeT....e.eeveeneeneennnnnnnnns 2.9 9.7 3.2 10.3 0.1 4.1
Median income.....................dollars.. 2,119 3,431 2,192 3,641 1,519 2,109

!Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
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Table 33. TOTAL MONEY INCOME IN 1973 OF PERSONS 62 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY AGE,

AND MARITAL AND FAMILY STATUS

(Couples and persons 62 years old and over as of March 1974; see Note, page 31)

Total money income of income recipients
Marital status, Total Number with "
family status, income 31 to #1,499| $1,500 to| $2,500 to $7,000 Median
and age Total and Income
(thousands) | (thousands) or loss $2,499 $6,999 over (dollars)
MARRIED COUPLES
Total, 62 years and over!...... 8,915 8,883 100.0 1.6 5.1 45.5 47.6 6,747
62 to 64 years.. 2,214 2,211 100.0 1.6 2.9 25.0 70.6 10,000
65 to 72 years.... 4,045 4,031 100.0 1.6 5.1 46.4 46.9 6,691
73 years and over. 2,655 2,640 100.0 1.8 7.2 61.4 29.7 5,084
SINGLE, WIDOWED, OR DIVORCED
PERSONS
Total, 62 years and over... . 11,209 10,949 100.0 19.6 28.7 40.9 10.9 2,576
In families..........couvniennnn . 3,934 3,742 100.0 30.2 29.7 31.3 9.0 2,138
Male............ . . . 755 731 100.0 18.7 21.4 41.3 18.6 2,936
62 to 64 years. . . . 216 203 100.0 15.7 9.0 41.4 33.8 4,912
65 to 72 years.......c.i0i0iaannn 230 225 100.0 15.8 23.8 39.9 20.6 3,033
73 years and OVer......eeecovcees 310 302 100.0 22.9 28.0 42.1 7.0 2,465
Female....voerieenenninscnoonconcns 3,179 3,012 100.0 32.9 31.7 28.8 6.6 1,989
62 to 64 years.......ceveiiinnnnn 452 426 100.0 25.7 21.4 35.8 17.1 2,727
65 to 72 years.......c.ivininnnn 1,071 1,003 100.0 26.4 32.0 33.8 7.7 2,208
73 years and OVer........cceevvuus 1,655 1,583 100.0 39.0 34.2 23.7 3.0 1,795
Not in families.......... e 7,275 7,206 100.0 14.1 28.3 45.8 11.9 2,813
Male............ 1,744 1,736 100.0 11.6 24.1 45.5 18.8 3,298
62 to 64 years. . 302 302 100.0 8.5 20.7 35.4 35.4 4,472
65 to 72 years. . 645 643 100.0 11.1 20.6 47.9 20.5 3,542
73 years and over..... e . 797 791 100.0 13.0 28.4 47.6 11.1 2,882
Female...... cecerecens ceenne erecee 5,531 5,470 100.0 14.8 29.5 45.9 9.8 2,715
62 to 64 years..... .o . 681 662 100.0 13.4 21.9 44.2 20.5 3,588
65 to 72 years........ .. 2,129 2,118 100.0 13.7 25.2 49.5 11.7 2,915
73 years and Over........cce000e. 2,721 2,691 100.0 16.2 34.8 43.6 5.5 2,471

!Income of couples with at least one member 62 years old or over; if both members 62 and over, age category determined by age

of head.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.

Table 34. TOTAL INCOME IN 1973 FOR FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS, BY TYPE OF
FAMILY AND AGE OF HEAD OR UNRELATED INDIVIDUAL 55 YEARS OLD AND OVER

(Families and unrelated individuals as of March 1974; see Note, page 31)

Families Unrelated
individuals
Male head
Married,wife present
Total money income and age Total ot Female
Wife in Wife not er head Male Female
Total paid in paid martial
labor labor status
force force

65 years and over...thousands.. 6,750 6,450 957 5,493 300 1,136 1,442 4,850
Percent........ec0vvevennnnns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $2,500. . .uueunrveenncennacens 6.3 6.3 2.5 6.9 9.3 11.3 37.4 46.0
$2,500 to $3,999............. csesenas 15.9 16.1 6.3 6.3 17.7 18.3 26.4 29.4
$4,000 to $5,999. ...ttt 23.6 23.7 14.2 25.5 18.8 19.6 17.8 13.2
$6,000 to $9,999. ... viiniiiiiaaiian 25.7 25.9 30.5 25.0 19.8 22.4 9.4 7.7
$10,000 and OVer........eceeeeeeennns 28.6 28.1 46.3 25.0 38.6 28.6 8.9 3.6
Median income...............dollars.. 6,458 6,435 9,417 6,003 7,059 6,149 3,087 2,642
55 to 64 years........thousands.. 7,737 7,471 2,897 4,574 266 902 899 1,927
Percent.........coieiuinennnnns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $2,500. ... ceueecrecennnanncnns 3.2 3.0 0.5 4.6 7.6 9.7 23.1 33.1
$2,500 to $5,999....... [ 10.6 10.4 5.5 13.6 18.9 26.9 31.5 32.8
$6,000 to $9,999...... oo 18.2 18.2 15.5 19.9 17.8 26.5 20.9 21.4
$10,000 to $14,999..... cesesacaaae 26.3 26.3 24.6 27.4 25.0 20.1 12.8 9.5
$15,000 and OVer.......covncuvnnnnnns 41.7 42,1 53.9 34.6 30.8 16.8 11.7 3.2
Median income...............dollars.. 13,384 13,448 16,064 12,034 11,839 7,870 5,550 4,147

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.
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Table 35. TOTAL FAMILY INCOME IN 1973 FOR FAMILY MEMBERS, BY AGE, SEX,
AND RELATIONSHIP TO FAMILY HEAD

(Family members as of March, 1974; see Note, page 31)

Percent distribution
: : Median
Relationship to family head, age, Number $2,500 $5,000 $10,000 $15,000 | 425,000 income
and sex (thousands) Under
Total 42,500 to to to to and (dollars)
©T $4,999 | $9,999 | $14,999 | 324,999 over
MALE
65 years and over, total..... 7,086 100.0 6.2 27.6 35.9 14.1 10.8 5.2 6,603
Head of family................ 6,750 100.0 6.3 28.6 36.6 14.0 9.9 4.7 6,457
Relative of head 337 100.0 3.9 9.7 27.4 16.5 27.6 14.9 13,037
62 to 64 years, total.......... 2,154 100.0 3.5 12.5 27.7 26.1 19.8 10.3 11,083
Head of family.............. . 2,009 100.0 3.7 12.0 27.8 26.7 20.5 9.4 11,112
Relative of head.......cvvveneuennns 145 100.0 3.0 18.2 28.0 17.6 10.4 24.2 10,524
55 to 61 years, total.......... 5,998 100.0 3.2 5.9 19.0 26.0 31.1 14.8 14,197
Head of family.......ovevuennnns cens 5,728 | 100.0 2.9 5.8 19.1 26.2 31.1 14.8 14,206
Relative of head........cce0vvunenn 270 100.0 9.1 8.1 16.4 21.1 31.1 14.1 13,986
FEMALE

65 years and over, total..... 7,224 | 100.0 6.0 26.8 33.0 16.3 12.4 5.5 6,961
Head of family..........vevvvunnnns 1,136 100.0 11.3 29.0 31.3 16.8 9.6 2.2 6,148
Wife of head.........c0vuennn cee 4,422 100.0 5.7 31.7 36.1 13.5 8.5 4.4 6,117
Other relative of head.. .. 1,666 100.0 3.4 12,1 25.7 23.2 24,7 10.8 11,702
62 to 64 years, total......ec.. 2,185 100.0 6.4 17.7 33.0 21.3 15.3 6.6 8,673
Head of family.... 246 100.0 9.3 23.5 33.0 17.5 12.9 3.7 7,366
Wife of head................ 1,714 100.0 6.1 18.0 33.2 21.5 14.7 6.5 8,597
Other relative of head.........c0.. 225 100.0 5.4 8.5 31.3 23.0 22.3 9.4 11,247
55 to 61 years, total.......... 6,052 | 100.0 4.4 9.9 26.5 23.1 24.6 11.4 11,863
657 100.0 9.8 15.3 37.1 21.0 15.2 1.6 8,047
4,990 100.0 3.6 9.4 24.8 23.3 26.2 12,7 12,534
405 100.0 4.5 8.6 31.1 23.7 20.6 11.7 11,466

Source: U.S.

Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.

Table 36. MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME IN 1969 OF FAMILIES WITH HEAD 65 YEARS
OLD AND OVER, BY TYPE OF FAMILY, NUMBER OF EARNERS, AND RACE OF HEAD

(Families as of April, 1970; see Note, page 31)

X Median income by race of head (dollars)
Type of family and number All
of earners families All races White Negro

All families'...... seeeecess..thousands.. 7,027 $4,981 $5,187 $3,327
Percent 100.0 (X) X) X)

No earner 43.2 3,235 3,341 1,818
1l earner......eeeeeses e 37.4 6,160 6,439 3,637
2 or more earners . 19.4 10,157 10,709 6,712
Husband-wife families.........thousands.. 5,671 $4,919 $5,058 $3,388
Percent.....coeeeeeceeeconssnosonnons 100.0 (X) X) (X)

No earner.......... 45.6 3,326 3,406 2,033
1l earner........... 36.1 6,180 6,409 3,672
2 or more earners 18.3 10,107 10,573 6,751
Families with female head.....thousands.. 1,013 $5,179 $5,687 $3,042
Percent........ eessesescssesasncacasese 100.0 (X) (X) X)

NO €arNer....cceceeeescnecencssssscssoanassanss 34.1 2,542 2,816 1,444
1 earner...... eescscseerrsssesenssssenssentonns 43.7 6,021 6,483 3,463
2 OF MOTE EATNEIrS....cveeeasveeeeccnnscsssasane 22.2 10,093 10,984 6,541

X Not applicable.

'Includes families headed by a male, with no wife present, not shown separately.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 37. INCOME IN 1969 OF UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY
TYPE OF INCOME AND RACE

(Unrelated individuals as of April, 1970; see Note, page 31)

Median income (dollars)
Type of income ALl 1 White Negro
races All
1 White Negro

races
Total, 65 years and over..... .thousands. . 5,676 5,138 496 $1,816 $1,872 $1,328
Percent.....o.ovveennns e erieeaeaes 100.0 100.0 100.0 x) x) x)
With earnings only.........cciiiiiiiieennnnns .o 4.8 4.5 7.2 4,177 4,402 2,832
With earnings and other income.. 16.5 16.6 15.0 3,308 3,466 1,952
With other income only............ 74.8 75.2 70.8 1,672 1,715 1,270
Social Security income only...... 26.3 26.1 28.9 1,122 1,136 970
Public assistance income only 3.6 2.8 12.0 1,128 1,196 930
All other income only.........c.cvvvvunns cecee 4.0 4.1 3.2 2,176 2,327 1,329

With Social Security and public assistance

income.............uu Ceesibteiceeas e nes 6.2 5.3 15.2 1,585 1,615 1,474
With Social Security and all other income.... 33.0 35.4 9.2 2,529 2,547 1,941
With public assistance and all other income.. 0.5 0.5 0.9 1,803 1,830 1,665
With all 3 types of other income............. 1.1 1.0 1.5 2,473 2,535 2,061
With no income................ e eeeiere e 4.0 3.6 7.1 X) (X) X)

X Not applicable.
!Includes other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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LOW-INCOME STATUS OF PERSONS AND FAMILIES

Approximately one in every six persons 65 years old or over (16 percent) was below the low-income level in
1973. Smaller percentages of persons 55 to 64 than of those 65 and over were below the low-income level. Women
65 and over were more likely than men to be below this level, about 19 percent compared with 12 percent.
Similarly, older persons living in nonmetropolitan areas were more likely than metropolitan residents to be below
the low-income level, 23 percent versus 13 percent.

Among Negroes, three out of every eight persons 65 and over (37 percent) were below the low-income level. Half
of all Negroes 65 and over living in nonmetropolitan areas and a fourth of all Negroes in metropolitan areas were
below the low-income level.

Some 829,000 families with the head 65 or over, or 11 percent of all families with a head of this age, were below
the low-income level in 1973. Families headed by a woman in this age group were more likely to be below the
low-income level than those headed by a man of similar age. About 9 percent of these families with a male head, but
17 percent with a female head, were in this category. Interestingly, families headed by relatively young women are
below the low-income level in greater proportions than are those headed by women 65 years or over. About 32
percent of all families headed by a woman were low-income families compared with the 17 percent for families
headed by a woman 65 or over. The relationship was similar for white and Negro women. Among white families
headed by a woman, about 10 percent of those with a head 65 or over were below the low-income level and about
25 percent of all families; among Negro families headed by a woman, about 44 percent of those headed by a woman
65 or over, compared with 53 percent of all Negro families with a female head, were below the low-income level.

In about every category of families and unrelated individuals, Negroes were more likely—and sometimes consider-
ably so—to be below the low-income level than the total population.

As might be expected, the higher the level of education of the family head 65 and over, the smaller the
percentage of such families below the low-income level. In families headed by a person 65 and over, about 19
percent of families in which the head had less than an eighth grade education were below the low-income level, 9
percent of those in which the head had an eighth grade education, and 3 percent of those in which the head was a
college graduate.



Table 38. LOW-INCOME STATUS OF PERSONS IN THE TOTAL POPULATION

AND AMONG PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER: 1966 TO 1972

(Numbers in thousands. Persons as of March of following year; see Note, page 31.

barracks)

37

Numbers exclude unre-
lated individuals under 14 years old, inmates of institutions and members of Armed Forces living in

All persons Persons 65 years and over
Below low-income level Below low-income level
Year
Total Total
Number Percent Number Percent

1972, i it it 206,004 24,460 11.9 20,117 3,738 18.6
B P 204,554 25,559 12.5 19,827 4,273 21.6
1970, . e i e e e, 202,489 25,522 12.6 19,254 4,709 24.5
1969 . . ittt i it i, 199,848 24,281 12.1 18,899 4,787 25.3
B 197,618 25,377 12.8 18,549 4,632 25.0
B KT 195,677 27,775 ‘14.2 18,245 5,388 29.5
1966 ... 0 v iveiviininieenaenaneenann 193,390 28,510 14.7 17,931 5,114 28.5

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.

Table 39. LOW-INCOME STATUS IN 1973 OF PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, AND 55 TO 64
YEARS OLD, BY METROPOLITAN-NONMETROPOLITAN RESIDENCE AND BY RACE AND SEX

(Numbers in thousands.

Persons as of March, 1974; see Note, page 31)

All races! White Negro
Met 1it ¢ 1it Below low- Below low- Below low-
€ rop? itan-nonme rifo itan income level income level income level
residence, age, and sex Total Total Total
Percent Percent Percent
N N N
umber | ¢ total umber | ¢ total umber | ¢ total
BOTH SEXES
Total, 65 years and over..... 20,602 3,354 16.3 | 18,754 2,698 14.4 1,672 620 37.1
Metropolitan areas......ceeeeeeeees 13,099 1,663 12.7 11,850 1,314 11.1 1,101 320 29.1
Inside central cities......ce000. 6,660 974 14.6 5,721 711 12.4 850 241 28.4
Outside central cities,.......... 6,440 689 10.7 6,129 603 9.8 251 79 31.5
Nonmetropolitan areas..........c... 7,503 1,691 22,5 6,904 1,384 20.0 571 300 52.5
Total, 55 to 64 years.......... 19,215 1,841 9.6 17,397 1,360 7.8 1,649 451 27.3
Metropolitan areas.......ceeceeeeee 12,811 990 7.7 11,482 705 6.1 1,197 268 22.4
Inside central cities............ 5,857 614 10.5 4,792 371 7.7 967 228 23.6
Outside central cities.,......... 6,955 376 5.4 6,691 334 5.0 230 41 17.8
Nonmetropolitan areas......ceeeeeee 6,403 851 13.3 5,915 656 11.1 451 184 40.8
MALE
65 years and OVer......ccoeeceeeves 8,528 1,056 12.4 7,727 801 10.4 716 232 32.4
55 to 64 years.....cecieieccccnonns 9,050 671 7.4 8,212 487 5.9 750 170 22,7
FEMALE
65 years and over...... ceececsccens 12,074 2,298 19.0 11,027 1,896 17.2 957 388 40.5
55 tO 64 YEArS...ceeeeeesanssansnns 10,165 1,170 11.5 9,185 874 9.5 898 281 31.3

lincludes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 40. LOW-INCOME STATUS IN 1973 OF FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS, BY SEX
AND RACE OF FAMILY HEAD OR UNRELATED INDIVIDUAL 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER AND

55 TO 64 YEARS OLD

(Numbers in thousands.

Families and unrelated individuals as of March, 1974; see Note, page 31)

All races! White Negro
Below low- Below low- Below low-
Age and sex of head or . .
lated individual income level income level income level
unrelated individu Total Total Total
Percent Percent Percent
N Numb
umber | ot total UTPET o8 total Number | " total

All familieS.......cevuueennnn 55,053 4,828 8.8 | 48,919 3,219 6.6 5,440 1,527 28,1
Head 65 years and over............ . 7,885 829 10.5 7,120 595 8.4 698 219 31.4
Head 55 to 64 years,.....coee.. veee 8,639 593 6.9 7,843 413 5.3 707 171 24,2
Families with male head........ 48,249 2,635 5.5 44,066 2,028 4.6 3,591 553 15.4
Head 65 years and over............. 6,750 638 9.4 6,216 503 8.1 473 120 25.4
Head 55 to 64 years.......coo0uvunn 7,737 442 5.7 7,125 326 4.6 539 110 20.4
Families with female head...... 6,804 2,193 32.2 4,853 1,190 24.5 1,849 974 52,7
Head 65 years and OVer.,............ 1,136 191 16.8 904 92 10.2 225 99 43.9
Head 55 to 64 years..... IR EEEEE 902 150 16.7 718 88 12,2 168 61 36.3
A1l unrelated individuals,... 18,260 4,669 25.6 15,761 3,725 23.6 2,183 828 37.9
65 years and OVer......cceeeevnvnne 6,292 2,010 31.9 5,761 1,706 29.6 489 289 59.2
55 to 64 years......c.cceeevececccnns 2,826 745 26.4 2,402 555 23.1 397 176 44.4
Male unrelated individuals..... 7,541 1,495 19.8 6,223 1,091 17.5 1,126 328 29.1
65 years and OVer.......ceeeeveenns 1,442 391 27.1 1,253 287 22,9 170 97 56.8
55 t0 64 years....cceeeeeeess cecsee 899 198 22,0 716 136 19.0 169 56 32.8
Female unrelated individuals... 10,719 3,174 29.6 9,539 2,634 27.6 1,057 500 47.3
65 years and OVer......ecoeeseesess 4,850 1,619 33.4 4,508 1,419 31.5 319 193 60.5
55 to 64 years......cceeeveecncncnns 1,927 547 28.4 1,686 420 24.9 227 121 53.1

!Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 41. EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF HEAD FOR FAMILIES BELOW THE LOW-INCOME LEVEL

IN 1973 WITH HEAD 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX AND RACE OF HEAD

(Numbers in thousands.

Families as of March, 1974; see Note, page 31)

Years of school

All families

Families with male head

Families with female head

completed and race of head Percent Percent Percent
Total below low- Total below low- Total below low-
income level income level income level
ALL RACES!
Head 65 years old and over....... 7,885 10.5 6,749 9.5 1,136 16.8
Elementary: O to 7 yearS...eeceesccess 2,387 19.4 1,913 18.0 474 25.3
8 years.....ceceeeneccnnns 1,906 8.8 1,671 8.6 235 10.2
High school: 1 to 3 yearsS...eeeeeeeccss 1,119 7.0 963 5.7 156 14,7
4 yearS..eeeeeecscas . 1,292 5.5 1,137 4.7 155 11.0
College: 1 to 3 yearsS..eeeecesesoas 502 5.4 439 4.8 63 (B)
4 years Or MOr€....eosevese 680 3.2 627 3.3 53 (B)
Median school years completed..... 8.8 7.1 7.9 7.4 8.4 6.4
WHITE
Head 65 years old and over....... 7,120 8.4 6,216 8.1 904 10.2
Elementary: O to 7 yearS..ceeeeeeeeess 1,876 14.6 1,558 14.7 318 13.8
8 years....... 1,824 8.6 1,612 8.7 212 7.5
High school: 1 to 3 years... 1,033 5.8 908 5.2 125 10.4
4 yearS....eees 1,249 5.0 1,106 4.4 143 9.8
College: 1 to 3 years..... 485 4.9 427 4.9 58 (B)
4 years Or MOr€.....eeeve. 654 3.2 607 3.3 47 (B)
Median school years completed.......... 8.9 8.2 8.0 7.2 8.6 8.1
NEGRO

Head 65 years old and over....... 698 31.4 473 25.4 225 44.0
Elementary: O to 7 years......ceeeeess 474 37.6 323 31.6 151 50.3
8 YeArS....eceecncnncnnnns 78 15.4 55 (B) 23 (B)
High school: 1 to 3 years... [P 74 (B) 45 (B) 10 (B)
4 years....oeeeeeenans . 36 (B) 24 (B) 3 (B)
College: 1 to3years..c..covevennnns 18 (B) 13 (B) 3 (B)
4 years Or MOT€......ec... 19 (B) 13 (B) - (B)
Median school years completed.......... 5.9 4.9 5.9 4.7 6.0 5.2

- Represents zero,
B Base less than 75,000,
!Includes persons of other races, not shown separately.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
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Table 42. PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER BELOW THE LOW-INCOME LEVEL IN 1969,
BY LIVING ARRANGEMENTS AND BY RACE AND SEX

(Excludes inmates of institutions; based on 5-percent sample.

Persons as of April, 1970; see Note, page 31)

S S -
Both sexes Male Female
Living arrangements
ALl 1 White Negro All 1 White Negro ALl ;| White Negro
races races races

Total persons, 65 years and
OVer.eeeeessseonnnns eeeessss.thousands.. | 19,113 | 17,429 1,531 8,117 7,368 669 | 10,996 | 10,060 862
Below low-income level......thousands.. 5,221 4,415 758 1,825 1,493 308 3,396 2,921 450
Percent below low-income level....... 27.3 25.3 49.5 22.5 20.3 46.0 30.9 29.0 52.2

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Below low-income level...............c.cevunn.. 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
In families........ .. it enennn. 44.9 43.4 53.1 64.1 64.9 61.3 34.5 32.4 47.5
Living with:
Spouse only..........iiiiiiiiiiiia, | 28.7 30.1 21.0 46.7 50.4 30.4 19.0 19.7 14.5
Spouse and other relative(s)............. 5.6 4.5 12.1 10.7 8.7 20.3 2.9 2.3 6.5
Other relatives only..................... 10.6 8.9 20.1 6.7 5.8 10.6 12.7 10.4 26.5
Unrelated individuals........................ 55.1 56.6 46.9 35.9 35.1 38.7 65.5 67.6 52.5
Living with nonrelative(s)................. 7.2 6.7 9.9 7.3 6.4 11.1 7.1 6.8 9.1
Living alone 47.9 49,9 37.0 28.5 28.7 27.6 58.3 60.8 43.4
S |

!Includes other races, not shown separately.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.
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HOUSING

Household heads 65 and over hold their own in home ownership compared with the total population. In 1970, 63
percent of all households, and 68 percent of those with a head 65 and over, were owner occupied.

An overwhelming proportion (around 70 percent) of the owner-occupied units with a head of household 65 and
over had been built prior to 1950 with more than half having been built before 1940. Similarly, a substantial portion
of these units had been occupied by the current owners for more than 20 years. Greater percentages of heads 75 and
over than of those 65 to 74 in the corresponding type of household were living in structures built before 1940 and
had moved into their units before 1950.

Renter-occupied households headed by persons 65 years old or over were more likely to contain a person living
alone than to contain two or more persons. About 2.3 million households headed by a renter 65 or over were
occupied by the head only, compared with about 1.7 million which were occupied by at least one other person,
usually the spouse.

Somewhat greater percentages of the two-or-more person households were in single-unit structures than was true
of one-person households. Conversely, one-person households were more likely than larger households to be located
in structures having 20 or more units.

Regardless of household composition, more than half of these renters lived in structures built prior to 1940;
however, they were about as likely to have moved into their unit during the preceding 5 years as to have moved
there earlier. The one-person households were more likely to consist of three rooms and the other households of
four rooms than of any other size unit.

Households in which the head and wife were both present were more likely than other households to consist of
exactly two persons. In households of two or more persons headed by a 65 to 74 year-old, about 78 percent of the
husband-wife households contained two persons compared with about 71 percent of households with a female head.
In similar households with the head 75 years old or older, about 85 percent of the husband-wife households
contained two persons, compared with 67 percent of households headed by a male with no wife present and 76
percent of those headed by a female.
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Table 43. HOUSEHOLDS BY TENURE FOR TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS AND HOUSEHOLDS WITH

HEAD 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY REGION: 1970

(Numbers in thousands)

United North
Tenure States Northeast Central South West
ALL HOUSEHOLDS
Total..... Cetcesessscacasccaccans 63,573 15,515 17,568 19,307 11,184
Owner-occupied.....coeeeeeeeennn ceeeees 40,268 9,027 12,030 12,569 6,641
Percent............. Cetsieseeiaranns 63.3 58.2 68.5 65.1 59.4
Renter-occupied........ ceessececessanns 23,305 6,488 5,538 6,738 4,543
Percent......ccoev. Ceeeereencascaenens 36.7 41.8 31.5 34.9 40.6
HOUSEHOLDS WITH HEAD
65 YEARS AND OVER

Total..eeeeeunns cesoscesacsssnens 12,242 3,074 3,513 3,728 1,927
Owner-occupied....oeeeeeens ceesesacenas 8,339 1,783 2,594 2,701 1,261
Percent...ceeeeeececesss ceeesenas coee 68.1 58.0 73.8 72.5 65.4
Renter-occupied...eeeeeeoeeeeeeeseocnans 3,903 1,291 919 1,027 666
Percent....... secssesessnscsscscanncs 31.9 42.0 26,2 27.5 34.6

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce,

Bureau of the Census.



Table 44. HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION FOR OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS WITH HEAD

65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SELECTED HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS: 1970

43

Head, 65 to 74 years

Head, 75 years and over

Two-or-more-person One-person Two-or-more-person One-person
households households households households
Subject
Male head Male head
wife presen}, Other Female wife presenk Other Female
male Male | Female 'l male Male | Female
no head no head
: head X head
nonrelatives nonrelatives
All owner-occupied

unitst...............thousands.. 3,163 206 486 321 1,196 1,282 162 372 298 867
Units in structure................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0{ 100.0 100.0
lunite.eeeeeeeeneenneannsensoacnns 88.0 87.6 86.7 81.1 81.1 86.9 87.6 86.6 82,5 81.0
2 units or more....... ... ceceees 8.4 10.0 11.4 10.4 13.8 10.0 10.9 12.4 11.5 14.9
Mobile home or trailer. ceeeene 3.7 2.4 1.9 8.5 5.1 3.0 1.5 1.1 5.9 4.1
Year structure built............... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0| 100.0 100,0
1965 to March 1970......00teveeccnnnses 7.2 4.2 3.4 5.4 4.8 4.4 2.4 2.1 3.3 2.8
1960 to 1964....uieececioseccnaceacnnns 8.1 5.7 4.8 6.5 6.1 6.1 3.6 3.1 4.6 4.2
1950 to 1959. .. .. tieenennennceennnnnns 20.1 14.5 14.2 16.8 16.5 17.2 11.4 10.6 14.1 12.7
1940 to 1949....... . 14.6 12.9 13.6 13.9 14.1 12.8 10.6 10.6 12.0 11.9
1939 or earlier...e.coevevernccenacnnsss 49.9 62,7 64.0 57.4 58.6 59.6 71.9 73.5 66.0 68.4
Year moved into unit......ceeeeeeee 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0| 100.0 100.0
1965 to March 1970........ 20.0 16.3 13.8 20.5 15.7 14.2 10.5 9.1 13.7 10.9
1960 to 1964....... 14.2 12.1 11.6 13.3 13.0 12.6 9.5 8.3 10.8 10.1
1950 to 1959......... 25.2 22,5 22.3 21.2 22.8 23.4 19.0 17.8 20.1 20.6
1949 or earlier......ocoeeeeeenes 40.5 49.1 52.4 45.0 48.4 49.8 61.0 64.8 55.4 58.5
ROOMS . . iiettnenrnnensnoesenannnnnns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0| 100.0 100.0
3 rooms Or lesS.....eeeveeencncncanenns 5.4 5.2 4.3 21.2 11.7 6.1 4.8 4.1 17.9 15.6
4 20.6 16.3 16.7 24.8 26,1 21.8 15.2 15.3 23.6 24.8
5 31.2 25.3 27.4 24.5 29.2 30.5 24.4 25.5 25.6 28.1
6 roOmMS...cveveeenenannnenns 25.0 25.6 27.8 17.4 20.1 23.9 26.4 26.9 18.5 19.3
7 rOOMS OF MOT€..ieveerenessccnsncansns 17.8 27.7 23.8 12.2 12.8 17.6 29.2 28.3 14.5 15.2
Median number of roomsS........ceceeeens 5.3 5.6 5.6 4.7 4.9 5.2 5.7 5.7 4.8 4.9
PersSOnS...ieevecercecencscencscnnns 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0| 100.0 100.0
1 person.....oeeeeeees ceseses - - - 100,0 100.0 - - -{ 100.0 100.0
2 PErSONS.ceveeevervesnassessoncnncenns 78.6 51.4 66.3 - - 82.5 58.2 69.8 - -
3 PErSONS...vceseeascecececeosanennnnns 14.0 26.8 18.5 - - 12,0 26.1 18.8 - -
4 PErSONS OF MOT€...eeeveeeconcnncnnnas 7.5 21.8 15.2 - - 5.5 15.7 11.4 - -
Median number of pPersoONS...ecececesccess 2.1 2.5 2.3 1.0; 1.0 2.1 2.4 2.2 1.0 1.0

Specified owner-occupied !
units'...............thousands.. 2,350 146 372 214 874 941 115 279 206 633
Median value............. ..dollars.. 14,600 | 12,700( 12,200 10,400 | 11,500 12,600 12,200 | 12,100(10,100| 10,500
Median value/income ratiO...eceescssess 2.4 2.1 2.3 3.7 4.0+ 3.0 2.3 2.6 4.0+ 4.0+

S S e R S PR P

- Represents zero,

!Limited to one-family homes on less than 10 acres and no business on property.

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 45. HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION FOR RENTER-OCCUPIED UNITS WITH HEAD 65 YEARS OLD
AND OVER, BY SELECTED HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS: 1970

Head, 65 to 74 years

Head, 75 years and over

Two-or-more-person

One-person

Two-or-more-person

One-person

r
households 1 households households households
Subject
Male head, Other ‘ Male head,
wife present, Female‘ . wife present, Male Female
male | Male Female Male | Female
no head | no head head
. head .
nonrelatives ! nonrelatives
'z !
All renter occupied . ! |
units................thousands.. 848 88 228 361 961 373 54l 145 243 713
Units in structure.........ooveeee. ! 100.0 , 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0| 100.0 100.0
L ounit...euen e iiienenennennenneanannnns 36.0 ¢ 41,9 36.4 27.2 21.1 34.5 40.2 37.4 27.5 22.7
2 to 4 units........ ! 25.5| 26,3/ 29,9, 21.11 29,6 25.4 26.7 29,2 21.3 29.8
5 to 19 units....... 15.6 15.8 | 16.9 23.7 | 21.8 16.3 16.9 16.2 22,7 21.1
20 units or more 21.9 15.2 | 16.3 ! 26.4 ! 26.6 22.9 15.5 16.6 26.9 25.4
Mobile home or trailer.......ececeeeess 1.0 0.8 0.6 1.61 0.9 0.9 0.7 0.6 1.6 1.1
Year structure built............... '100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
1965 to March 1970...... el 9.5} 5.2 5.4 | 6.1! 10.1 9.5 4.7 5.3 6.8 9.6
1960 to oo ! 9.1 5.4 G.41 5.5! 8.2 9.3 5.5 6.1 5.8 8.0
1950 to 1959, . .iieneenrocrsnncsonesanns 13.0‘ 9.8 | 11,91 9.6‘ 12.2 13.3 10.4j 11.0 9.7 11.2
1940 t0 1949..c.teneeecercnononcnnnnnns 12.3 12.0' 13,2 | 11.6 12.6 12.0 11.0 12.2 11.3 11.8
1939 Oor earlier.cieesceeecesecssenssans 56.1 67.6 | 63.1j 67.2| 56,9 55.9 68.5i 65.5 66.5 59.4
| |
Year moved into unit.......ceieeene ) 100.0 100.0 100.0‘ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0{ 100.0| 100.0 100.0
1965 to March 1970...... . 49.2 48.4 47.1 56.2 52.8 45.3 42,8 41.4 50.3 46.6
1960 to .o 18.5 18.0 19,0‘ 17.6 19,2 18.7 16.1 17,7 18.0 20.2
1950 t0o 1959, .. citeeecncncconncnnannans 16.0 14,7 15.9 | 13.11 14.9 16.8 15.6 17.2 14.5 16.8
1949 or earlier...iceceeeieesccssaosone 16.3 18.9 18.1} 13.0% 13.1 19,2 25.5 23.7 17.2 16.3
. |
ROOMS ¢ v ceevenncaseesosnscnncannncns 100.0 100.0 100.0i 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0| 100.0 100.0
1 or 2 rooms.. ceens 5.5 8.3 5.4! 44.1 21.4 7.0 8.1 5.9 41.0 23.4
3 rooms.......... cseee 25.0 20.1 20.8 | 28.6 40.1 28,2 19.7° 20.9 29.0 39.3
4 rooms....... ceses 33.4 31.4 35.3 | 16.1 24.2 32.8 31.2 33.7 17.0 22.8
5 rooms....... cenee 21.8 20.1; 22.2| 6.9 9.8 19.6 21.8 22,2 7.6 9.4
6 rooms Or MOre€........ 14.3 | 20.13 16.3 | 4.4 4.6 12.4 19.2 17.2 5.4 5.1
Median number of roomMS.....ceececeenees 4.1’ 4.2, 4.2! 2.7 3.2 4.0 4.2 4.2 2.8 3.2
PErSONS . veeeeessocssosssacsnssnens 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0l 100,0| 100.0 100.0
1 PerSON...ceeeesceesscssecsecncnannnss - - - 100.0 100.0 - - -| 100.0 100.0
2 PErSONS.s.ieeeecesssascsssscasnssssns 78.0 62,2 70.5 - - 84.6 67.5 76.0 - -
3 persons........ . . PR 13.1 20.8 16.2 - - 9.8 21.0 14.9 - -
4 persons Or MOre€....... . ceeeennn 8.8 17.0 13.3 - - 5.6 11.6 9.0 - -
Median number of pPersonS........ceceeee 2.1 2.3 2.2| 1.0 1.0 2.1 2,2 2.2 1.0 1.0
Specified renter-occupied }
units'...............thousands.. 787 81 218 344 944 351 49 138 233 699
Median gross rent.............dollars.. 103 94 94 71 84 98 94 93 71 79
Median contract rent..........dollars.. 85 76 75 63 73 81 76 75 63 70
Gross rent as percent of income
median. . 22.7 26.2 26.2 34.0 35+ 29.5 29.4 30.3 35+ 35+

- Represents zero.
'Excludes family homes on 10 acres or

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce,

more.

Bureau of the Census.
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HEALTH AND HEALTH SERVICES

Persons 65 years old and over are less likely than the total population o suffer an injury but are considerably
more likely to have a limitation of activity because of a health or physical condition. They also have a higher average
number of restricted activity days and more days of bed disability. In 1972, about 43 percent of the population 65
and over had an activity limitation, compared with 13 percent of the total population. However, 31 percent of the
total population, compared with 21 percent of persons 65 years and over, were injured during the year.

Among persons 60 to 64 years old, about one person in four was reported in the 1970 census to have some type
of work disability. Of those who were disabled, more than half, 57 percent, had a complete work disability. About
31 percent of all persons of this age with a work disability had been completely disabled for 5 years or more.
Another 22 percent had been partially disabled for that length of time.

Among those 65 and over, the disabled women were more likely than their male counterparts to have had a
complete work disability, about 65 percent compared with 49 percent, and to have had the disability for 5 years or
more, about 39 percent compared with 23 percent. Similarly, Negroes who were disabled were more likely than
white persons to have a complete work disability (about 65 percent compared with 56 percent) and to have endured
that disability for a period of 5 years or more (about 37 percent compared with 30 percent).

During 1972, about 3.5 million persons 65 and over had some type of mobility limitation because of a chronic
condition. About three out of every 10 of these persons had a limitation sufficiently severe to keep them confined
to the house, and the remainder, though able to leave the house, needed the assistance of another person or aid such
as a wheelchair.

Persons 65 and over experienced an average of about 9 days of restricted activity each quarter in 1972. On the
average, they stayed in bed 3 or 4 days during the quarter and missed a day of work because of disability.

On the average, two out of every three persons 65 and over had visited a physician during the previous 6 months
and one out of five had visited a dentist. This population group made an average of about 14 visits to a physician and
one visit to a dentist during the year. About 7 percent had not visited a physician, and about half of the population
65 and over had not visited a dentist, in at least 5 years. (About 51 percent of all persons 65 years old and over were
edentulous in 1971, that is, they had no teeth.)

Although the number of persons using services covered by Medicare during the 5 years from 1967 through 1971
increased each year, the total number of persons enrolled also increased at about the same rate so that a constant
share of enrollees, about 79 percent, used covered services. Each year during this period about 75 percent of enrolled
men 65 and over and around 80 percent of enrolled women used covered services. The average charge for covered
services per person was around $150in 1967 and in the area of $200 in 1970 and 1971.

By far, the major cause of death in 1972 of persons 65 years and over was heart disease. Among the 10 leading
causes, diseases of the heart accounted for as many deaths as did the remaining nine causes combined. The second
leading cause was malignant neoplasms, followed by cerebrovascular disease. Accidents rated sixth.



Table 46. SELECTED HEALTH INDICATORS FOR TOTAL POPULATION AND POPULATION

65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX: 1972

( Both sexes Male Female
Indicator All 65 years All 65 years All 65 years
ages and over ages and over ages and over
Total population.......... «...thousands, 204,148 19,924 98,445 8,301 105,704 11,623
Percent with activity limitation.. 12.7 43.2 13.2 47.0 12,2 40.5
In major activity...eeeeoes essscecesens 9.6 37.9 10.0 43.3 9.2 34,1
Persons injured per 100 persons per year...... 31.5 21.3 37.6 22.3 25.8 20.6
Days of restricted activity per 100 persons
per year.......... ceeeans eesesesesesrcracaans 276.0 552.7 288.6 439.9 264.2 633.2
Days of bed disability associated with injury
per 100 PErsoOnS Per Yeal...seeeeesceesssosnsss 80.3 195.2 76,2 171.8 84,1 211.8

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare,

National Center for Health Statistics.

Table 47. WORK DISABILITY FOR PERSONS 60 TO 64 YEARS OLD, BY RACE AND SEX: 1970

With work disability Percent distribution of population with work disability
Total Partial work disability Complete work disability
Race and sex Percent
population of total
Total popu- Total
lation Total Less than | 5 years Total Less than| 5 years
S years or more 5 years | or more
ALL RACES'!
Both sexes, 60 to 64 years 8,556,279 2,227,456 26.0 100.0 42.8 20.5 22.3 57.2 26.4 30.7
............................ 4,004,038 1,126,382 28.1 100.0 50.7 24.8 26.0 49.3 26.4 23.0
Female......oovvivnnnnnnennnnnns 4,552,241 1,101,074 24,2 100.0 34.7 16.2 18.6 65.3 26.4 38.8
|
WHITE !
Both sexes, 60 to 64 yearsi 7,753,611 | 1,947,792} 25.1 100.0 43.9 21.0 22.8 56.1 26.3 29.9
............................ 3,629,523 | 1,000,370 | 27.6 | 100.0 52.0 25.5 26.6 48.0 26.0 21.9
.......................... 4,124,088 947,422 23.0 100.0 35.3 16.3 18.9 64.7 26.5 38.3
NEGRO
sexes, 60 to 731,073 260,686 35.7 100.0 35.0 16.7 18.2 65.0 27.9 37.2
332,016 114,828 34.6 100.0 39.6 18.9 20.8 60.4 29.1 31.2
399,057 145,858 36.6 100.0 31.3 14.9 16.3 68.7 26.9 41.9

Source:

lIncludes persons of other races, not shown separately.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.
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Table 48. LIMITATION OF MOBILITY DUE TO CHRONIC CONDITIONS BY DEGREE
OF LIMITATION, FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX: 1972

(Numbers in thousands)

Degree of limitation Total Male Female
Total persons, 65 years and over..... 19,924 8,301 11,623
With mobility limitation................... 3,505 1,348 2,158
Confined to the house.................... 1,027 407 620
Need help in getting around.............. 1,327 494 833
Have trouble getting around alone........ 1,151 446 705

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Total with limitation................ 100.0 100.0 100.0
Limitations:
Confined to the house.................... 29.3 30.2 28.7
Need help in getting around.............. 37.9 36.6 38.6
Have trouble getting around alone........ 32.8 33.1 32.7

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics.

Table 49. MEAN DAYS OF DISABILITY PER PERSON PER QUARTER FOR ALL
PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY TYPE OF DISABILITY AND SEX: 1972

Quarter
isabilit
Type of disabl y and sex January- April- July- October-
March June September December
Both sexes, 65 years and over
Mean days of restricted activity..... .o 9.8 9.2 8.7 8.8
Mean days of bed disability............ 4.2 3.5 3.1 3.3
Mean days lost from work............... 1.6 1.3 1.3 1.1
Male, 65 years and over
Mean days of restricted activity....... 8.1 8.2 9.1 7.7
Mean days of bed disability............ 3.5 3.1 3.5 3.2
Mean days lost from work............... 1.5 1.5 2.0 (s)
Female, 65 years and over
Mean days of restricted activity....... 11.0 9.8 8.4 9.7
Mean days of bed disability............ 4.7 3.7 2.9 3.3
Mean days lost from work............ vee 1.8 s) s) 1.8

S Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision (has more than 30 percent relative
standard error ) .

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics.
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Table 50. TIME INTERVAL SINCE LAST PHYSICIAN AND DENTAL VISIT AND VISITS PER PERSON
PER YEAR, BY SEX, FOR PERSONS 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER: 1972

Type of visit and sex

Total
persons 65
years and

Time interval since last visit

Visits per
person

over? Under 6 | 6 to 11 1 2 to 4 5 years
Total months months ar ars or more per year
(thousands) ye ve
PHYSICIAN VISIT

Both sexes......c....ciieivrnenn 19,924 100.0 66.3 9.4 7.1 .4 7.3 14.5

Male. ..o veieiinnernnennononaneennns 8,301 100.0 63.2 9.4 7.3 11.0 8.7 15.8
Female...o.oouvinininenrernnnnennnnns 11,623 100.0 68.5 9.3 7.0 8.3 6.3 13.7

DENTAL VISIT

BOth SEXeS.....eueneerenennnnn. 19,924 100.0 20.0 6.9 6.9 15.4 49.2 1.0

Male. .. oot ine e ineeanoenennnas 8,301 100.0 17.9 7.0 7.7 16.5 49.2 0.9
Female.....oovtiiiininnereennnennenas 11,623 100.0 21.4 6.9 6.3 14.5 49.3 1.0

!Includes small numbers of persons reporting no visit or timing of last visit unknown, not shown separately.

Source:

U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics.
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Table 51. SUPPLEMENTARY MEDICAL INSURANCE (MEDICARE) UTILIZATION AND AVERAGE
COVERED CHARGES EACH CALENDAR YEAR: 1967-1971

Subject 1971 1970 1969 1968 1967

Persons enrolled......... «sses00thousands.. 21,204 20,684 20,299 19,709 18,653

Using covered services....... .thousands, . 16,529 16,367 15,961 15,569 14,763

Percent.,...... cesesssssesecnans PSP 78.0 79.1 78.6 79.0 79.1

Covered charges, total......covveueenns millions.. 23,117.3 33,219.7 $2,939.0 $2,552,1 $2,132.9

Average covered charges per persoN............. 3191 $200 $188 3167 $148
PERCENT USING COVERED SERVICES

Both sexes, 65 to 74 years...... e seesasaseenas 74.7 77.2 76.1 76.5 77.3

Average covered Charges per PersoN............. $177 $188 $185 $162 $139

Both sexes, 75 to 84 years,....coevsveeeccans PRI 82.1 80.9 82.5 83.2 81.4

Average covered charges per person............. $214 $209 $184 $168 $158

Both sexes, 85 years and Over........cceeeeeeeeae 85.0 86.5 82,2 81.1 84.6

Average covered charges per person............. $200 $240 $229 $206 $179

Male, 65 years and OVer......ecoeseeevccccsssasss 75.7 76.1 75.5 75.9 75.1

Average covered charges Per PersON.............. $200 $209 $205 $182 $152

Female, 65 years and OVer........ceeeeveensennses 79.5 81.3 80.9 81.2 82.2

Average covered charges per person,.......... - $186 $194 $177 $158 $145

Source: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics.

Table 52. RANK OF MAJOR CAUSES OF DEATH FOR PERSONS

65 YEARS OLD AND OVER: 1972

Rate
Rank Cause of death (per 100,000)

1 Diseases Of heart.......cieeeeieneineneennerennesnsncnsnnnnns 2,682.3
2 Malignant neoplasms, including neoplasms of lymphatic and

hematopoietic tiSSUEeS...eeeececorensesnncascanns seseccsan 947.6
3 Cerebrovascular disSeaseS....ecocvsss Geesecnenesecsssecrsssss 847.0
4 Influenza and PnNEUMONIA.....verveeereneosceesscnsansssnnonans 206.8
5 ArteriosclerosiS......ceeeeeesnasns teecectcesecscnrssrasnene 147.7
6 Accidents, . .vieiieeereiineenertntttetsetanereastctsssesannns 132.7

Motor vehicle accidents.......cieeeevenecccscnnnncnnns 36.2

All other accidents.......cociiiiieessencennsnonnconcanons 96.4
7 Diabetes..viutrneinnniniineietireretacneececocnsosasoonnes 130.3
8 Bronchitis, emphysema, and asthma.......ccceeeveiveeceencnes 101.1
9 Cirrhosis Of livVer......ceieiieeeneronecenoeneconnsencsonnens 37.2
10 Hypertension,.....ccceeeeeeeeeeeeeecosocessonsossocsosncancas 27.1

Source: U.S, Department of Health, Education and Welfare, National

Statistics.

Center for Health
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CRIME VICTIMIZATION

The population 65 and over suffered about one-fourth as many crimes, relatively, against their person during the
first half of 1973 as did the population 12 years old and over, about 15 crimes per 1,000 population compared with
64 per 1,000. For each of the two age groups, larceny was by far the most frequent crime (about 70 percent)
followed by assault.

In crimes against households, those households headed by a person 65 years and over were victimized to a lesser
extent than all households for each of the three household crimes considered. Motor vehicle theft accounted for a
relatively minor portion of household crimes, but burglary and household larceny accounted for the great majority
of cases.
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Table 53. VICTIMIZATION RATES FOR SELECTED CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS FOR THE POPULA-
TION 12 YEARS OLD AND OVER AND 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX: FIRST HALF OF 1973

(Rate per 1,000 population)

Persons 12 years and over Persons 65 years and over
Crime
Both Both
sexes Male Female sexes Male Female
Total personsS......... thousands.. 161,502 76,771 84,731 20,149 8,321 11,828
Total selected crimes'............. 64.0 75.2 53.9 15.1 18.4 12.8
Rape....... teteretesactetterstesannans 0.5 (B) 1.0 (B) 0 (B)
Robbery:
With injury....... sesescscssssssncnns 1.2 1.6 0.8 1.0 (B) 1.1
Without injury................ cesssen 2.3 3.6 1.2 1.5 2.1 1.1
Assault:
Aggravated.....coceeeececccnnnsssaane 5.1 7.7 2.8 0.8 (B) 0.9
Simple....cviveeeecencreennnnne cseses 8.1 10.3 6.1 1.1 1.6 (B)
Personal larcCeny......oeeeeeeseees seesas 46,7 52.0 42.0 10.6 13.2 8.8
B Base too small for rate to be statistically reliable.
lRestricted to crimes shown separately,
Source: U.S, Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Assistance Administration,

Table 54. VICTIMIZATION RATES FOR SELECTED CRIMES AGAINST HOUSE-
HOLDS FOR HOUSEHOLD HEADS 12 YEARS OLD AND OVER AND 65
YEARS OLD AND OVER: FIRST HALF OF 1973

(Rate per 1,000 households)

Head, 12 Head, 65
Crime years and years and
over over

Total households.....coecvveeneennns thousands., . 68,978 13,397
Total selected crimes........ccvvvvvveenennnnnnn 103.9 55.3
2 T of - R o 44.0 28.5
Household larceny......coceeeeeeeeseceesenecncennannns 51.4 24.8
Motor vehicle theft................ cecesecssesssccnns 8.5 2.0

lRestricted to crimes shown separately.

Source:

U.S. Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Assistance Administration.
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SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF THE ESTIMATES

¢

Source of Data. Most of the estimates in this report are
based on data from the Current Population Survey of
the Bureau of the Census and from the Decennial Cen-
suses of Population and Housing, particularly the 1970
census. Other data were provided by various govern-
mental agencies which include the Bureau of Labor
Statistics; Department of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare; Veterans Administration; and the Department of

Justice. Brief descriptions of the sources and/or the
procedures by which the data were obtained are pre-
sented below.

Current Population Survey (CPS). The following table
provides a description of some aspects of the Current
Population Survey design.

DESCRIPTION OF THE CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY

Number of Households eligible Households
Number of
Time period sample Y . visited, not
counties Inter- Not inter- |, 2
areas . . interviewed
viewed viewed
1972 to present.......ccc00.. 461 923 45,000 2,000 8,000
August 1971 to July 1972,..... 449 863 45,000 2,000 8,000
January 1967 to July 1971.... 449 863 48,000 2,000 8,500
1966, 000ceccecsncsccccccccss 357 701 33,500 1,500 6,000

1These are the number of counties and independent cities with coverage in each of the 50

States and the District of Columbia.

2These are households which were visited, but were found to be vacant or otherwise not

to be interviewed.

The estimating procedure used in the Current Popula-
tion Survey involves the inflation of the weighted
sample results to independent estimates of the civilian
noninstitutional population of the United States by
age, race, and sex. These independent estimates are
based on statistics from the previous Decennial Census
of Population, statistics of births, deaths, immigration
and emigration, and statistics on the strength of the
Armed Forces. Some of the CPS estimates for this
report have already been published in the P-20 and
P-60 series of CPS derived data.

Decennial Census of Population. Decennial census data
in the report are based on complete counts or on the
samples associated with the census. All data in this
report from the 1950 or earlier decennial censuses are
based on complete counts. Descriptions of the 5-, 15-,
and 20-percent samples from the 1970 census are
found in the appropriate census publications. The 1970
Decennial Census tables appear in three special series
of volumes: two for Population counts—PC(1) and
PC(2) and one for Housing counts—HC7. Additionally,
1970 census data appear in U.S. Summary volumes.

Veterans Administration Data. The data of table 22
were obtained by the Veterans Administration from
administrative records.

Current Medicare Survey (CMS). Data collected from
the Current Medicare Survey (CMS) for this report
(data from 1967 through 1971) are based on a sample
which was spread over 105 areas with coverage in each
of the 50 States and the District of Columbia. The
CMS was a sample of those persons who received either
or both parts of Medicare! benefits. The sample persons
were selected directly from the Medicare rolls for each
sample PSU. The full sample, which was interviewed
monthly for each of 15 consecutive months, consisted
of about 5,200 persons. For about 2 percent of the
persons visited, on the average, interviews were not
obtained.

!Medicare has two parts:
supplemental benefits.

(1) hospital benefits and (2)
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Health Interview Survey (HIS). Data collected from
the Health Interview Survey in 1972 are based on a
sample spread over 357 areas with coverage in each of
the 50 States and the District of Columbia. The HIS
sample of 1972 consisted of approximately 57,000
assigned households, of which 11,000 were vacant,
demolished, or occupied by persons not in the scope
of the survey. The 46,000 eligible-occupied households
in 1972 yielded a probability sample of about 134,000
persons in 44,000 interviewed households.

Vital Statistics Data. Data on mortality rates are pub-
lished by the Office of Health Statistics Analysis of the
National Center for Health Statistics, Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare. The children-ever-born
statistics of table 10 are based on 1970 census data.

Crime Data. The data on crime are published by the
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration and were
obtained from the National Crime Survey. The National
Crime Survey is based on data obtained from a stratified
multi-stage cluster sample from 376 strata, and is
conducted on a quarterly basis to produce quarterly
estimates and rates of crime victimizations. Approxi-
mately 75,000 housing units and other living quarters
are designated for the sample. Of these, about 12,500
units are found to be vacant, demolished, converted
to nonresidential use, or ineligible for some other
reason. An additional 2,500 households are not inter-
viewed because no one is at home after repeated visits
by the interviewer, the residents refuse to be inter-
viewed, are temporarily absent, or are unavailable for
some other reason.

Reliability of the Estimates. Since many of the esti-
mates are based on a sample, they may differ somewhat
from the figures that would have been obtained if a
complete census had been taken using the same
schedules, instructions, and enumerators. As in any
survey work, the results are subject to errors of response
and of reporting, as well as being subject to sampling
variability.

The reliability of an estimate is described in terms
of standard errors which are primarily measures of
sampling variability, that is, of the variations that
occur by chance because a sample rather than the
whole of the population is surveyed. As calculated for
this report, the standard error also partially measures
the effect of certain response and enumeration errors,
but it does not measure, as such, any systematic biases
in the data. The chances are about 68 out of 100 that
an estimate from the sample would differ from a com-
plete census figure by less than the standard error.
The chances are about 90 out of 100 that this difference
would be less than 1.6 times the standard error, and
the chances are about 95 out of 100 that the difference
would be less than twice the standard error.

All statements of comparison appearing in the text
are significant at a 1.6 standard error level or better,
and most are significant at a level of more than 2.0
standard errors. This means that for most differences
cited in the text, the estimated difference is greater
than twice the standard error of the difference. State-
ments of comparison qualified in some way (e.g., by the
use of the phrase ‘“some evidence’’) have a level of sig-
nificance between 1.6 and 2.0 standard errors.

The figures presented in all the standard error tables
are approximations to the standard errors of various
estimates shown in this report. In order to derive stand-
ard errors that would be applicable to a wide variety of
items (for a given subject matter) and could be prepared
at a moderate cost, a number of approximations were
required. As a result, the tables of standard errors
provided are an indication of the order of magnitude
of the standard errors for a given subject matter rather
than the precise standard error for any specific item.

The reliability of an estimated percentage, computed
by using sample data for both numerator and denomi-
nator, depends upon both the size of the percentage
and the size of the total upon which the percentage is
based. Estimated percentages are relatively more reliable
than the corresponding estimates of the numerators of
the percentages, particularly if the percentages are 50
percent or more.

Comparability with other data. Data obtained from the
Current Population Surveys and other governmental
sources are not entirely comparable. This is due in large
part to differences in interviewer training and experi-
ence and in the differing survey processes. This is an
additional component of error not reflected in the
standard error tables. Therefore, caution should be used
in comparing results between these different sources.

Data based on the CPS sample. Tables of standard
errors for estimates and percentages for characteristics
pertaining to the total or white population (tables A-1
and A-3) and to Negro and other races (tables A-2 and
A-4) are presented below. When two or more charac-
teristics have nearly equal standard errors (e.g., total
population and white population), only one table is
presented to represent them. Table A-5 represents fac-
tors which are to be applied to the figures in tables A-1,
A-2, A-3 and A-4 to produce standard errors for the
various subject matter areas. For example, to produce
approximate standard errors for estimates of total
persons or white persons in low income categories
based on data collected in the CPS after January 1967,
multiply the appropriate figures in tables A-1 or A-3 by
the factor 1.7. The factors for families and households
should be used for items which can typically appear
only once in a given household, e.g., “Number of house-
hold heads.”



Table A-1.STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED
NUMBERS, TOTAL OR WHITE POPULATION

CPS Estimates

(In thousands, 68 chances out of 100)

Size of Standard Size of Standard
estimate error estimate error
100...... 14 |[5,000... 88
250.....0 23 ||7,500... 99
500..0c0.. 32 {|10,000.. 103
1,000.... 44 ||112,500.. 101
2,000,.... 61 ||15,000.. 92
3,000.... 73 ||17,500.. 74
4,000.... 82 || 20,000.. 36

Note: For a particular characteristic,
see table A-5 for the appropriate factor to
apply to the above standard errors.

Table A-2. STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED
NUMBERS, NEGRO AND OTHER RACES

CPS Estimates

(In thousands. 68 chances out of 100)

Size of Standard Size of | Standard

estimate error estimate error
TS eeecens 14 || 750..... 35
100...... 16 || 1,000... 36
200..00.0 22 |/1,250... 34
300...... 26 {|1,500... 28
400,..... 30 |/ 1,800... 11
500...... 32

Note: For a particular characteristic,

see table A-5 for the appropriate factor to
apply to the above standard errors.

lllustration of the use of tables of standard errors.
Table 19 of this report shows that in November 1972
there were 11,726,000 females of all races 65 years old
and over in the United States. Table A-1 shows the
standard error of an estimate of this size to be approxi-
mately 101,600 by use of linear interpolation. The
factor in table A-5 for voting for the total or the white
population is 1.1; thus the resulting standard error is
approximately 112,000 (101,600 x 1.1). The chances
are 68 out of 100 that the estimate would have been a
figure differing from a complete census figure by less
than 112,000. The chances are 95 out of 100 that the
estimate would have been a figure differing from a com-
plete census figure by less than 224,000 (twice the
standard error).
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Table 19 also shows that of the 2,878,000 males 75
and over of all races, 14.1 percent reported they were
registered to vote and also reported that they did not
vote. Table A-3 shows the standard error of 14.1 per-
cent on a base of 2,878,000 to be approximately 0.9
percentage points. The factor from table A-5 for this
characteristic is again 1.1. Applying the factor 1.1 to the
standard error obtained from table A-3 for 14.1 percent
provides an approximation of the standard error to be
about 1.0 percentage points. Consequently, chances
are 68 out of 100 that the estimated 14.1 percent
would be within 1.0 percentage points of a complete
census figure, and chances are 95 out of 100 that the
estimate would be within 2.0 (2x 1.0) percentage
points of a complete census figure, i.e., this 95 percent
confidence interval would be from 12.1 to 16.1 percent.

Standard error of a difference. For a difference be-
tween two sample estimates, the standard error is
approximately equal to the square root of the sum of
the squares of the standatd error of each estimate con-
sidered separately. This formula will represent the
actual standard error quite accurately for the difference
between two estimates of the same characteristic in
two different areas, or for the difference between
separate and uncorrelated characteristics in the same
area. |f, however, there is a high positive correlation
between the two characteristics, the formula will over-
estimate the true standard error.

lllustration of the computation of the standard error
of a difference. Table 19 of this report shows that of
the 5,470,000 males 65 to 74 years old of all races
in November 1972, 9.7 percent reported they were regis-
tered but did not vote. Thus, the apparent difference be-
tween the percent of males of all races who were 65 to
74 who were registered to vote, but did not, and the
percent of males 75 and over who were registered to
vote, but did not, is 4.4 percent (14.1-9.7). The
standard error of 14.1 percent is 1.0 percent as shown
above. Table A-3 shows the standard error of an esti-
mate of 9.7 percent for a base of 5,470,000 persons
to be approximately 0.6 percentage points. Again,
table A-5 shows a factor of 1.1 for voting for persons
of all races. Applying this factor to the standard error
obtained from table A-3 provides an approximation to
the standard error of 0.7 percentage points. The stand-
ard error of the estimated difference of 4.4 percent is

1.2 percent =+/(.7)* + (1.0)%. This means the chances
are 68 out of 100 that the estimated difference based on
the sample would differ from the change derived using
complete census figures by less than 1.2 percentage
points. The 68 percent confidence interval around the
4.4 percent difference is from 3.2 to 5.6 percent, i.e.,
44% *+1.2%. A conclusion that the average estimate
of the difference derived from all possible samples of
the same size and design lies within a range computed
in this way would be correct for roughly 68 percent
of all possible samples. The 95 percent confidence
interval is 2.0 to 6.8 or 4.4+ 2(1.2). Since the 95
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percent confidence interval does not contain the num-
ber zero, we can conclude with 95 percent confidence
that the proportion of males 65 to 74 is different
from the proportion of males 75 and over for the
category of these persons who reported they had
registered to vote and reported that they did not vote.

Standard error of a median. The sampling variability of
an estimated median depends upon the form as well as
on the size of the distribution from which the median
is determined. An approximate method for measuring
the reliability of a median is to determine an interval
about the estimated median, such that there is a stated

Table A-3. STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGES, TOTAL OR WHITE POPULATION

(68 chances out of 100)

CPS Es

timates

Base of percentages

Estimated percentage

(thousands) 2 0or 98 | 5 o0or 95 | 10 or 90 | 25 or 75 | 35 or 65 50
100 e e e eeenereanneannes 2.0 3.1 4.3 6.2 6.9 7.2
250 . 4 e e uonnrennconcences 1.3 2.0 2.7 3.9 4.3 4.5
500, .00nnn.. e eeeeneees .. 0.9 1.4 1.9 2.8 3.1 3.2
1,000 0seeneennecncecees 0.6 1.0 1.4 2.0 2.2 2.3
2,000....... e, 0.4 0.7 1.0 1.4 1.5 1.6
3,000 ceueencsonsennans 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.1 1.3 1.3
4,000...... Cereeeeneeaes 0.3 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.1 1.1
5,000 0 s 0ueeencenncnnces . 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.0 1.0
73500 e seeeeennenneenenns 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.8
10,0004 s 0eeeeesencenneons 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.7 0.7
15,0000 0 0eeeneesnnas ceeee 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.6
20,000, 00 0eenceneeecennes 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.5
50,0000 s 0ucesnnees ceeeees 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3
100,000 2 e e enneeeonneanns 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2
150,000, 4 ssoesenseoncanes 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2
195,000..... Ceeene ceeens 0.05 0.07 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2

Note: For a particular characteristic,

apply to the above standard errors.

see table A-5 for the appropriate factor to

Table A-4. STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED PERCENTAGES, NEGRO AND OTHER RACES

CPS Estimates

(68 chances out of 100)

Base of percentages

Estimated percentage

(thousands)

2 or 98 5 or 95 10 or 90 25 or 75 35 or 65 50
4 T weesoesssesens 2,7 4,2 5.8 8.4 9.2 9.6
100, eeeeoocooososconsons 2.3 3.6 5.0 7.2 8.0 8.4
200...0.. ceesesesescns 1.7 2.6 3.5 5.1 5.6 5.9
300, .000eesceanccsasenas 1.4 2.1 2.9 4.2 4.6 4.8
400, 000000 ecscesccsnnss 1.2 1.8 2.5 3.6 4.0 4.2
500cceeecceosansas covece 1.0 1.6 2.2 3.2 3.6 3.7
750, cceeeeeocesscasonses 0.9 1.3 1.8 2.6 2,9 3.1
1,000.00.0eceecococcsanne 0.7 1.2 1.6 2.3 2.5 2.6
1,250, 0000ececososcnes .o 0.7 1.0 1.4 2,0 2.3 2.4
1,500...000000. cecsescces 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.9 2.1 2,2
1,800..0c0ueescoccccsvonc 0.6 0.9 1.2 1.7 1.9 2.0

Note: For a particular characteristic,

apply to the above standard errors,

see table A-5 for the appropriate factor to



Table A-5. FACTORS TO BE APPLIED TO TABLES A-1, A-2, A-3, AND A-4 TO ESTIMATE STANDARD
ERRORS OF THE CPS DATA FOR DIFFERENT POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS
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Type of data

CPS data collected from
January 1967 to present

Marital Status:
Family characteristicS..cceesessssscscccces
Total or white persons.....ccceeeecccececes
Negro and other raceS...ccccececscscscssscse

MOVEerS.eeeeosessseesesesoscescscsccsosccssosons
NONMOVErS. . eeeeeeoscesssossssccesecsccscsscsncse

Educational Attainment:
Total or whit€..ceevceeesscececceoceccoosee
Negro and other raceS....ccceeececescccccss

Literacy:
Total Or White...eeceeceveescsoscsscossssncs
Negro and Oother racCeS....ceceeecsesessssscse

Voting:
Total or White..oveeeeeeseeseseeesesccncnce
Negro and other raCeS....cceeeecsccscsssces

Employment or Nonlabor Force: (Monthly)
Total or white:
BOth SE€XeS.....ccoecvceceecececcscscsscscn
Male only, female Only.....ceoceceeececccese
Negro and other racesS....cececeecceccccicccee
Agriculture.....cccceesesecescccccccccsosncns

Employment: Annual Averages
Total or white...eiveeerccescecesceenscocens
BOoth S€XeS...cceesecesssocsssscsscscsssne
Male only, female Only.....cceeceseeceees
Negro and other races.....cceeeeeocecsscons
AgriCultuUre..ceeecesessocesesosssscscsososnss

Income--Persons:
Total Oor White...coeseeeeresseccccscscocens
Negro and other races.......cceeeeececcccen

Income--Families:
Total or white....eeceeeeseceoceccccsncenns
Negro and other racesS...cccoeseccscssscssse

Low Income--Persons:!

Total or white..eeeeceseeccecoscccscececcns
Negro and other racesS...cccceeecececcssccss

Low Income--Families:
Total or white...ceeeeeeecoevccsecscsoscans
Negro and other races......ccceceveeeeccces

0.
0

[}

lFor the low-income data from 1966 of table 38, additionally multiply by the factor 1.2.
For the data in table 39 which is broken down by Metropolitan or Nonmetropolitan residence,

additionally multiply by the factor 1.4.
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degree of confidence that the median based on a com-
plete census lies within the interval. The following
procedure may be used to estimate confidence limits
of a median based on sample data: (1) From tables
A-3 and A-4 and the factor table A-5, determine the
standard error of a 50-percent characteristic using
the appropriate base; (2) add to and subtract from 50
percent the standard error determined in step (1); and
(3) using the distribution of the characteristic, read off
the confidence interval corresponding to the two points
established in step (2). A two-standard error confidence
interval may be determined by finding the values corre-
sponding to the 50 percent plus and minus twice the
standard error determined in step (1).

Illustration of the computation of a confidence interval
for a median. Table 26 shows that the median number
of years of education for males 65 years old and over
who were not in the labor force in March 1972 was 8.6.
The size, or base, of the distribution from which this
median was determined is 6,233,000 persons.

1. Table A-3 shows that the standard error of 50
percent on a base of 6,233,000 is about 0.9 percent.
Applying the appropriate factor from table A-5, the
standard error of 50 percent for an Employment or
Non Labor Force, Total or White, Male Only, charac-
teristic is 0.9 x 0.7 = 0.6 percent.

2. To obtain a two-standard error confidence interval
on the estimated median, initially add to and subtract
from 50 percent twice the standard error found in
step 1. This yields percentage limits of 48.8 and 51.2.

3. From table 26 it can be seen that 46.9 percent
(956,300) had about 8 years of education and 14.2
percent (289,500) had more than 8 and less than 11
years of education. By linear interpolation the
lower limit on the estimate is found to be about

8+(3) @8.8 i 46.9) -84
a7

Similarly, the upper limit may be found by linear inter-
polation to be about

8+(3)(51.2- 46.9)= 8.9
\" 142

Thus, the 95 percent confidence interval around 8.6
ranges from 8.4 to 8.9.

Treatment of Nonresponse in Mobility. For about five
percent of the persons for whom information was ob-
tained in March 1974, the interviewer was unable to
obtain information about residence in 1970. The usual
procedure for treatment of nonresponse is to create data

by an imputation procedure based on known population
characteristics. However, no attempt was made to
adjust for nonresponse for mobility and nonmobility.
Table 14 reflects this nonresponse by having percentages
of movers and nonmovers add up to only about 95,
rather than 100, percent. As a consequence, the esti-
mates for percentages of movers and of nonmovers
should both be higher by some portion of the approxi-
mate five percent. It is unknown, however, how the
five percent nonrespondents to residence in 1970
are distributed in regard to mobility.

RELIABILITY OF NON-CPS DATA

Data based on samples from the 1970 Decennial Census.
Standard errors of all data, except for fertility rates,
from the 5-percent sample of the decennial census
shown in this report, are small enough to be disregarded.
The standard errors may be found in the appropriate
census volumes, PC(1), PC(2) or HC(7). Table A-6 of
this report contains standard errors of 1970-based
fertility rates.

lllustration of the use of the fertility standard error
table. Table 10 of this report shows that in 1970 there
were 837,000 black women ever married who were 65
years old and over. These women averaged 3,137
children per thousand women. Table A-6 shows the
standard error of 3,137 children on a base of 837,000
women to be approximately five children. This means
the chances are 68 out of 100 that the estimate would
have shown a fertility rate differing from a complete
census figure by less than five. The chances are 95 out
of 100 that the estimate would have shown a fertility
rate differing from a complete census figure by less
than 10 (twice the standard error); i.e., the 95 percent
confidence interval would be from 3,127 to 3,147
children ever born per thousand married black women
65 years old and over.

Data based on Vital Statistics. Since sample statistics
are not involved in the numerator or denominator of
any vital rate (mortality or fertility), the standard errors
for such rates are zero.

Data based on the Health Interview Survey: United
States - 1972. Standard errors for data tables 46, 48,
49 and 50 of this report can be obtained in the publi-
cation from which these data have been extracted. This
publication is Vital Health Statistics, Series 10- Number
85, produced by the U.S. Department of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare.

Data based on the Current Medicare Survey. Standard
errors for data table 51 of this report may be found in
the Current Medicare Survey Report, Supplementary
Medical Insurance, First Quarter 1971 - CMS 20.

Crime Data. Tables A-7 and A-8 contain standard
errors for the crime data of data tables 563 and 54,
respectively, of this report.



Table A-6. STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATED FERTILITY RATES

Census Data

(68 chances out of 100)
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Women ever married

Children ever born per 1,000 women

(thousands)
2,000 2,500 3,000 3,500 4,000
50..ceoeccccecesscscssscacosssse 15 18 21 25 28
100:.eceeeecceossesorsassococess 10 13 15 17, 20
200...0ceecoescocsscscsccscsonsse 7 9 11 12 14
250..0eceececscoscsccsccccassanss 7 8 9 11 13
500..c0cee0s ceecesssscsccccsssscs 5 6 7 8 9
T50..eeeeeeeessscsescascoscsnes 4 B) 5 6 7
1,000.000000c00ee cecessecccssso 3 4 5 S 6
2,000..000000000000ss00s00c0scn 2 3 3 4 4
5,000..ccc0ceescescesccccoccons 1 2 2 2 3
10,000, cccc0eeescccscccensacace 1 1 2 2 2

Table A-7. STANDARD ERRORS FOR ESTIMATED PERSONAL VICTIMIZATION RATES FROM THE
NATIONAL CRIME SURVEY

(68 chances out of 100)

Base of rate Estimated rate (per 1,000 persons)
(thousands) .5 or |.75 or 1 or 2,5 or 5 or 10 or 30 or 50 or |100 or
999.5 [999.25 999 997.5 995 990 970 950 900

5,000..cc000000000se 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.8 3.1 4.0 5.5
10,000..... cosoecoe 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.3 2,2 2.8 3.9
15,000, 000000000000 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.7 1.1 1.8 2.3 3.1
20,000..00000000000 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.9 1.5 2.0 2,7
25,000ccc0000000000 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.8 1.4 1.8 2.5
50,000, 00000000000 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.6 1.0 1.3 1.7
80,000.:cc0000 cocee 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.8 1.0 1.3
100,000, :c000000000 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.2
120,000...cc0000000 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.8 1.1
165,000. 0000000000 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.9

Table A-8. STANDARD ERRORS FOR ESTIMATED HOUSEHOLD VICTIMIZATION RATES FROM THE
NATIONAL CRIME SURVEY

(68 chances out of 100)

Estimated rate (per 1,000 households)

Base of rate
(thousands) 2,5 or 10 or 50 or 100 or 250 or
1or 999 | 5975 5 or 995 990 950 900 750

10,000.ccc00000e000 0.4 0.5 0.8 1.0 2.3 3.2 4.6
15,000 00000000000 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.9 2.7 3.8
20,000, 00000000000 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.7 1.6 2.2 3.1
25,000, ¢ 00000000000 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.7 1.5 2.0 3.0
35,000.c00000000000 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.6 1.2 1.7 2.5
50,000, ccce0cc000ae 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.1
69,000,ccc0000000es 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.9 1.2 1.8
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