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PREMARITAL FERTILITY

INTRODUCTION

The main purpose of this report is to present selected
highlights and findings from the 1970 census on the
fertility of single women and of women who married
while pregnant. Topics covered include the proportion
of women who had children while single, the extent to
which these women subsequently married, and their age
at marriage. Also featured are data on women who had a
first child at an interval soon enough after marriage to
imply a premarital conception and data for the great
majority of women who had their first child at an inter-
val long enough after marriage that did not imply a
premarital conception. The findings include compari-
sons by characteristics such as race, educational attain-
ment, the current (1970) life style as indicated by the
occupation of the woman and her husband (if any),
family income in 1969, and poverty status. Some infor-
mation is also presented on the proportion of unmarried
mothers who eventually married and on the stability of
the marriages of women who married after a premarital
conception. An appendix discusses how fertility
histories were derived from census questionnaire items
and indicates the extent of nonreporting and other
limitations of the data.

The source notes shown with the tables in this report
indicate where the data originated, but in most cases
some manipulation of information was involved to
obtain differences between figures, derivations of per-
centages, etc. Hence, the reader should not expect to
find exactly the same detail in the source tables.

AN OVERVIEW

Table 1 presents data on the timing of the first child
for women who were born in 1930 to 1934. The pur-
pose of the table is to indicate some of the many points
of view from which a given set of cross-classifications
can be examined. All of the parts of table 1 were de-
rived from the much briefer table 2. The birth cohort of
1930 to 1934 was essentially nearing the end of its life-
time childbearing at the time of the census in 1970. It
had participated in the Nation’s pre-1957 trend (since
reversed) toward early marriage and childbearing.
Among the highlights shown by the data in table 1 are:

1. In general, 94 of each 100 women in the cohort
had ever married, indicating that marriage was nearly
universal.

2. Even the few women who remained single were
mothers in some instances. That happened for 18.8
percent of the women who remained single. By race, the
proportions were 10.3 percent for Whites and 55.5 per-
cent for Blacks.

3. Overall, 6.7 percent of the women in the cohort of
1930 to 1934 had become mothers while single. That
occurred for 4.5 percent of the Whites and 23.1 percent
of the Blacks.

4. A large majority of the women who became
mothers while single subsequently married. That oc-
curred with 83.2 percent of women of all races, 87.6
percent of Whites and 76.6 percent of Blacks who were
single at the time their first child was born.

5. Although some women became mothers while
single, they were outnumbered among Whites by women
who were pregnant at marriage but married before the
child was born. Among Whites, 62.9 percent of the
women with a premaritally conceived first child married
before the child was born. Among Blacks, however, only
31.6 percent married before the child was born; the rest
married later or remained single.

6. As has been customary for many generations in
this country, motherhood continued to follow marriage
in most cases. Including the women with a child born
shortly after marriage as well as those who waited for a
longer time, 94.8 percent of the White mothers and
73.5 percent of the Black mothers had their first child
after marriage.

7. The differences between Whites and Blacks in mar-
riage customs and the timing of births are thought to
reflect many factors such as attitudes and job opportu-
nities or economic considerations as well as knowledge of
and the efficient use of family planning practices. What-
ever the causes, the results show that 9.2 percent of
Whites and 16.7 percent of Blacks became mothers O to
2 calendar quarters after marriage rather than the more
usual 3 or more quarters (9 months or more) after
marriage.

Table 1 (and also other tables in this report) show
spacing intervals in terms of the number of calendar
quarters that elapsed between two or more events be-
cause events recorded in the 1970 census were dated in
terms of calendar quarter (January to March, April to
June, July to September, November to December) and
year. Day and/or month was not obtained.



Table 1. TIMING OF FIRST MARRIAGE AND FIRST BIRTH, FOR WOMEN BORN IN 1930

TO 1934, BY RACE

Subject All races White Black
Women born in 1930 to 1934.......0cccvvieennnnn. 100.0 100.0 100.0
Ever married by age 37 .....cceeieeeeeeccoceroononnnns .. 94.0 94.5 90.3
Still single at age 37 ...ccccecccocccrccccccccccoccccaes 6.0 5.5 9.7
Women born in 1930 to 1934.......ccivevevnennnenn 100.0 100.0 100.0
Mother by 1970.....ccccteeeeeccecccccacanncans cececcces 88.3 88.6 86.9
While single...ccceceeeecrcoccocccncnne ceesesssceanas 6.7 4.5 23.1
While ever married.....c.ccoeeeenceveececcccccnccancene 81.6 84.0 63.8
Childless in 1970.......c.c00ueeeceecocccces cesecesssces 11.7 11.4 13.1
Women childless in 1970.......0c.c00vvecercenncns 100.0 100.0 100.0
Ever married by age 37 ....ccceeeeeececssrscccscsssasncns 58.5 57.2 66.9
Still single at age 37....ccccvevevevccnccens cecesesaas 41.5 42.8 33.1
Mothers by 1970....cccciieeeceecensenccnsscascnns 100.0 100.0 100.0
First child born 3 or more calendar quarters after
marriage of mother.......ccceeveeeeeeen ceteecescecnnas 83.3 86.1 61.2
First child born 0 to 2 calendar quarters after
marriage of mother.......oceceeeeeeese ceesecssrecssans 9.1 8.7 12.3
Mother married after birth of first child.............. 6.3 4.5 20.4
Mother still single at age 37 .....ccceeceeececcccecnnns 1.3 0.6 6.2
Mothers while ever married.....cceececeveeesss ces 100.0 100.0 100.0
First child born 0 to 2 calendar quarters after marriage... 9.9 9.2 16.7
First child born 3 or more calendar quarters after marriage. 90.1 90.8 83.3
Mothers with first child conceived before
MArTLAZC . cceeeroescorosccrocococonncocance ceeees 100.0 100.0 100.0
Child born 0 to 2 calendar quarters after marriage..... 54.6 62.9 31.6
Mother married after birth of child.......ccco0cevveeenns 37.8 32.5 52.4
Mother still single at age 37.....cccevevcecccsocenceans 7.6 4,6 16.0
Mothers while single......... e esessseesennnne 100.0 100.0 100.0
Mother married after birth of child.................... 83.2 87.6 76.6
Mother still single at age 37..... cececnns cesecccsacnns 16.8 12.4 23.4
Women still single at age 37....... ceeececccceans 100.0 100.0 100.0
Childless in 1970......ccc0evteeecoececsooncsccsnosannns 81.2 89.7 44,5
Mother by 1970.......cc0000eececees ceteceesnas tereeenes 18.8 10.3 55.5

Source: Table 2, infra.



Table 2. FIRST BIRTHS BEFORE AND AFTER FIRST MARRIAGES, FOR WOMEN
BORN IN 1930 TO 1934, BY RACE

All races White Black
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Women born in 1930 to 1934......... .. | 5,740,168 100.0 4,992,997 100.0 | 653,986 100.0
First child born while mother was single... 384,044 6.7 227,148 4.5 150,976 23.1
Mother subsequently married by age 37.... 319,551 5.6 198,992 4.0 115,633 17.7
Mother still single at age 37............ 64,493 1.1 28,156 0.6 35,343 5.
First child born after mother's marriage... | 4,683,942 81.6 4,194,502 84.0 | 417,231 63.
0 to 2 calendar quarters after marriage.. 462,445 8.1 385,666 7.7 69, 650 10.
3 or more calendar quarters after marriage. | 4,221,497 73.5 3,808,836 76.3 | 347,581 53.
Childless in 1970.......000vevececrncncaass 672,181 11.7 571,347 11.4 85,779 13.
Ever married by age 37........000000eceee 393,170 6.8 326,943 6.5 57,421 8.
Still single at age 37.......00c00000unnen 279,011 4.9 244,404 4.9 28,358 4,
Source: 1970 census report PC(2)-3B, tables 1, 27, and 88. Division by calendar quarters estimated

from the experience of the 1950 to 1954 marriage cohort.

Some of the detail for all races estimated by

prorating the sum of data for Whites and Blacks to add to known totals for women of all races.



PROPORTIONS OF WOMEN WHO HAVE
HAD CHILDREN WHILE SINGLE

Table 3 presents summary data from the 1970 census
for birth cohorts of women (single and ever married
combined). Among the women in the several birth co-
horts of 1920-24 to 1940-44, the usual pattern was for
about 5 percent of the White women to have had at least
one child while single. Among White women who had
children, the usual pattern was for almost 6 percent of
the first births to have occurred while the mother was
single. Much higher percentages appear in the data for
the birth cohorts of 1945 to 1949 and 1950 to 1954
because many of their eventual lifetime first births with-
in marriage were yet to come.

In contrast to the near-stability in the percentages
just cited for White women in the cohorts of 1920-24 to
1940-44, Black women had large increases in the propor-
tions with a child born before marriage, from 14 percent
in the cohort of 1920 to 1924 to 31 percent in the
cohort of 1940 to 1944. Among Black mothers, the
corresponding range by cohorts was from 18 to 38
percent.

The data in table 3 should be interpreted with aware-
ness that the true incidence of births before marriage is
likely to be even higher because of misreporting of some
dates or events. Although most respondents probably
reported the date of a legal marriage, the 1970 census
did not ask about the legality of marriage, and some
persons may have reported the approximate date when a
consensual marriage or an informal arrangement began.
In the preparation of the edited tape files used for tabu-
lations, any woman whose relationship to the household
head was ‘“‘wife’’ was automatically coded as ‘‘now
married,” and a marriage date was allocated if none was
given on the enumeration records.

Vital statistics of the United States can be used for a
rough partial check on the figures from the 1970 census,
although the data are not strictly comparable. For
example, in the year 1962 some 34 States reported on
the legitimacy of births by race and order of birth. (New
Jersey did not ask race in 1962; the other missing States
did not ask about legitimacy when registering births.) In
these 34 States, 6.3 percent of White first births and
44.8 percent of the other first births (mostly Black)
were illegitimate. These figures correspond reasonably
well to the data in table 1 for the 1940 to 1944 birth
cohort of women, wherein 6.3 percent of the White first

births and 38.3 percent of the Black first births were
classified as occurring to mothers who were single at the
time of birth. The 1940 to 1944 cohort of women was
around age 20 (close to the median age of single women
at the birth of their first child) shortly before and after
the year 1962. It should be noted, however, that the
vital statistics on illegitimate births include not only
births to single mothers but also births to widowed and
divorced women and perhaps to some women who were
separated from their husband.

The 1970 census materials on first births before mar-
riage can also be examined from a calendar period point
of view instead of a cohort point of view. Consider the
births that occurred in the calendar period 1965 to
1969. According to the data shown in table 68 of the
1970 census report PC(2)-3B, White women surviving to
1970 had 5,244,648 first births during the years 1965
to 1969, of which 8.5 percent occurred to mothers who
were single at the time of the birth. Among Blacks, the
corresponding figures were 903,279 first births of which
47.4 percent occurred to mothers who were single. In
contrast, birth registration data from reports on Vital
Statistics of the United States indicate that 5,303,088
White first births and 879,339 Black first births occurred
in the years 1965 to 1969. The proportions of first
births that were illegitimate were available from vital
statistics for 1969 but not for earlier years. In 1969,
10.1 percent of first births among Whites and 52.6 per-
cent among Blacks were reported to be illegitimate.

Some women who became mothers while single had
more than one child. Table 4 shows what happened
among the mothers who were still single at the time of
the 1970 census. By 1970, 28.9 percent of the never-
married White mothers 14 to 54 years old had 2 to 4
children and another 7.8 percent had 5 or more as com-
pared with 63.3 percent who stopped at one live birth.
Among Blacks, the corresponding figures were 37.3 per-
cent with 2 to 4 children ever born, 8.7 percent with 5
or more, and 54.0 percent with only one live birth. The
figures include both the many young recent mothers
and the fewer older ones who have had more time in
which to have more than one child. The largest numbers
of never-married mothers occur in the 5-year age group
20 to 24 for Whites (123,417) and Blacks (164,862).
Largely because of attrition to the single population as
women eventually marry, table 4 shows that there were
only a little over half as many mothers who were still
single at ages 25 to 29 than at ages 20 to 24.
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Table 3. PROPORTION OF WOMEN WHO WERE CHILDLESS AND PROPORTION WHO WERE
MOTHERS WITH FIRST CHILD BORN BEFORE MARRIAGE, FOR WOMEN BORN IN 1920 TO

1954, BY RACE AND AGE

Percent Percent
of first
Race, birth cohort, and Number With first births
of birth
age in 1970 Child- occurring
women Total less while
While After single
single | marriage
ALL RACES
Women born in-- Age in 1970:
1950 to 1954..... 15 to 20..... | 9,441,641 100.0 90.4 3.5 6.1 36.5
1945 to 1949..... 20 to 25..... 8,252,175 100.0 53.6 7.5 38.9 16.2
1940 to 1944..... 25 to 30..... 6,785,777 100.0 22.8 7.9 69.3 10.2
1935 to 1939..... 30 to 35..... 5,839,079 100.0 13.2 8.0 78.8 9.2
1930 to 1934..... 35 to 40..... 5,740,168 100.0 11.7 6.7 81.6 7.6
1925 to 1929..... 40 to 45..... 6,156,829 100.0 12.8 6.5 80.7 7.5
1920 to 1924..... 45 to 50..... 6,266,117 100.0 15.0 5.8 79.2 6.8
WHITE
Women born in-- Age in 1970:
1950 to 1954..... 15 to 20..... 8,105,867 100.0 92.3 1.7 6.0 22.1
1945 to 1949..... 20 to 25..... 7,197,461 100.0 55.8 4.4 39.8 10.0
1940 to 1944..... 25 to 30..... 5,916,673 100.0 23.2 4.9 71.9 6.4
1935 to 1939..... 30 to 35..... 5,059,874 100.0 13.2 5.1 81.7 5.9
1930 to 1934..... 35 to 40..... 4,992,997 100.0 11.4 4.6 84.0 5.2
1925 to 1929..... 40 to 45..... 5,415,876 100.0 12.5 5.0 82.5 5.7
1920 to 192..... 45 to 50..... 5,599,009 100.0 14 .4 4.9 80.7 5.7
BLACK
Women born in-- Age in 1970:
1950 to 1954..... 15 to 20..... 1,211,817 100.0 77 .4 16.0 6.6 70.8
1945 to 1949..... 20 to 25..... 938,540 100.0 36.5 30.4 33.1 47 .9
1940 to 1944..... 25 to 30..... 761,182 100.0 18.8 31.0 50.2 38.2
1935 to 1939..... 30 to 35..... 682,485 100.0 12.9 29.1 58.0 33.4
1930 to 1934..... 35 to 40..... 653,986 100.0 13.1 23.1 63.8 26.6
1925 to 1929..... 40 to 45..... 655,775 100.0 15.9 17.7 66.4 21.0
1920 to 1924..... 45 to 50..... 599,484 100.0 20.3 14.4 65.3 18.1
Source:

1970 census report PC(2)-3B, tables 1 and 93.
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Table 4. MOTHERS 15 TO 54 YEARS OLD WHO WERE STILL SINGLE IN 1970 BY NUMBER
OF CHILDREN EVER BORN, RACE, AND AGE

Percent
Never-
Race and age married
2 to 4 5 or more
mothers Total 1 child children children
ALL RACES
Total, 14 to 54 years.... 1,001,832 100.0 58.0 33.7 8.2
14 to 17 years...ceeeeesseesons 118,022 100.0 86.8 13.2 -
18 and 19 years......co00.0c00. 142,078 100.0 77.6 21.3 1.2
20 to 24 years.....eo... cesesen 296,283 100.0 64.6 32.2 3.2
25 to 29 years......c.ccce0-0n0nn 156,875 100.0 44.9 45.3 9.9
30 to 39 years....... seeesscnes 158,982 100.0 34.9 44.8 20.3
40 to 54 years.....cc.cceeennnnn 129,592 100.0 39.8 42,0 18.3
WHITE
Total, 14 to 54 years.... 414,704 100.0 63.3 28.9 7.8
14 to 17 years...cceeeeeevnncss 38,141 100.0 79.9 20.1 -
18 and 19 years........ cesences 55,644 100.0 80.9 16.8 2.3
20 to 24 years.......cccc0eeeee 123,417 100.0 73.7 21.7 4.7
25 t0 29 years......cece0s000000 63,951 100.0 56.0 35.2 8.8
30 to 39 years......c000... oo 66,665 100.0 45.3 40.6 14.1
40 to 54 years.....ecceeencenan 66,886 100.0 44,9 39.6 15.6
BLACK
Total, 14 to 54 years.... 561,141 100.0 54.0 37.3 8.7
14 to 17 years.....cceeeeevs. .o 75,904 100.0 89.8 10.2 -
18 and 19 years........ ceceeens 82,655 100.0 75.2 24.3 0.4
20 to 24 years......ceeeveeennen 164,842 100.0 57.7 40.0 2.2
25 t0 29 years.....cceececeecccs 89,035 100.0 36.9 52.4 10.7
30 to 39 years........ cecene e 88,697 100.0 27.1 47.7 25.2
40 to 54 years......ccc0eec0ane 60,008 100.0 3.3 44,2 21.5
- Represents zero.
Source: Table 3 and 1970 census report PC(2)-3B, tables 104 and 107.



NEVER-MARRIED MOTHERS WITH
CHILDREN PRESENT

Never-married mothers under age 25 less often than
older mothers were recorded as having some or all of
their children living with them. Evidently the young
mothers more often than older mothers either gave up
the children for adoption or placed them temporarily
with relatives or in foster homes. In general, Black
mothers of all ages were more likely to keep their chil-
dren than were White mothers, perhaps because foster
homes or adoption prospects may be harder to find.
Differences are most marked when comparisons are
made for mothers who have had several children, but
they also exist for one-child mothers.

In 1970 the smallest proportions with children pres-
ent occurred among White never-married mothers 14 to
17 years old. In that age group, 21.3 percent of the
one-child mothers and only 3.3 percent of those with 2
to 4 children had at least one child living with them
(table 5). Among Blacks the comparable figures for the
age group 14 to 17 were 24.6 percent with a child
present among women with one child ever born and
31.9 percent among those with 2 to 4 children ever
born.

The proportions with children present increased
through ages 18 and 19and 20 to 24, reaching the highest
level at ages 25 to 39. The proportions decline sharply
after age 40 because many of the children have grown
up and left home.

Among White women in the age group 25 to 29 where
the proportion with children present was high, 48.4 per-
cent of the one-child women and 57.2 percent of the
women with 2 to 4 children ever born had at least one
child present.

Among Black women, the peak proportions with at
least one child present occurred in age group 30 to 39
years and involved 50.4 percent of the one-child
mothers and 66.7 percent of the mothers with 2 to 4
children ever born.

Table 5 also contains data for the relatively few
women never married who have had 5 children or more.
The table shows that Black women with large families
were keeping their children more often than were White
women with large families.
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Table 5. PRESENCE OF CHILDREN FOR MOTHERS 14 TO 54 YEARS OLD IN 1970 WHO WERE STILL
SINGLE, BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN, RACE, AND AGE

Age of woman

Women,
14 to
Subject 54 14 to | 18 and 20 to 25 to 30 to | 40 to
17 19 24 29 39 54
years
years years years years years years
WHITE
Single women with 1 child ever born:

NUMDEr..oeeeeeeeceocacassescesocncanansanss| 262,398 | 30,474 | 44,990| 90,908 | 35,810 | 30,208| 30,008
Percent with only child present.......... 35.5 21.3 26.8 38.4 48.4 45.3 28.9
Percent with only child absent......c.... 64.5 78.7 73.2 61.6 51.6 54.7 71.1

Single women with 2 to 4 children:

NUIMDET.ccoosecassvsasecasscssssasessecsssscss| 119,817 7,667 9,358 | 26,747 | 22,490 | 27,087 | 26,468
Percent with all children present........ 22.6 2.6 12.8 24.8 3%.7 29.4 12.5
Percent with some children present....... 10.2 0.8 3.9 8.6 12.5 11.0 13.9
Percent with all children absent......... 67.2 96.6 83.3 66.6 52.8 59.6 73.6

Single women with 5 or more children:

NUIMDETr .o .veeesesovocosoosnsossnnsssssncssoss| 32,489 - 1,296 5,762 5,651 9,370 ( 10,410
Percent with all children present........ 5.8 - - 1.8 4.6 11.7 4.1
Percent with some or all children absent. 94.2 - 100.0 98.2 95.4 88.3 95.9

BLACK
Single women with 1 child ever born:

NUMDET e v eveeeosoecossesssscssssessascsecse| 302,995 68,150 62,194 95,170 | 32,850 | 24,041| 20,590
Percent with only child present...ecccc.. 38.1 24.6 35.0 44,7 48.4 50.4 30.9
Percent with only child absent........... 61.9 75.4 65.0 55.3 51.6 49.6 69.1

Single women with 2 to 4 children:

NUDDET . . e veevenenoeoanenncnesasnaseonsaneas| 209,356 | 7,754 | 20,104 65,998 | 46,687 | 42,294 26,519
Percent with all children present........ 42.4 20.7 3%.1 46,1 51.7 49.1 18.9
Percent with some children present....... 15.8 11.2 8.5 12.5 15.5 17.6 28.9
Percent with all children absent......... 41.7 68.1 57.4 41.4 32.8 33.3 52,2

Single women with 5 or more children:

NUIMDOT . s eeveeeeerenensaceccencancaascascens| 48,790 - 357 3,674 9,498 | 22,362 12,899
Percent with all children present........ 27.2 - 6.2 26.0 39.5 30.9 12.7
Percent with some or all children absent. 72.8 - 93.8 74.0 60.5 69.1 87.3

- Represents zero.

Source: 1970 census report PC(2)-3B, tables 104 and 107.



MARRIAGE PROSPECTS OF WOMEN WHO HAD CHILDREN
WHILE SINGLE AND OF OTHER WOMEN

The cohort of women born in 1930 to 1934 has been
chosen for the purpose of illustrating marriage pros-
pects. The cohort born in 1930 to 1934 comprises
women who were 35 to 40 years old as of April 1, 1970;
they were old enough for nearly all of the cohort’s life-
time first marriages and first births to have already oc-
curred. Younger cohorts would have less complete
experience and older cohorts would have less recent
experience. This group is especially significant because
the women born in 1930 to 1934 were around age 20
(close to the median age at marriage) in 1950 to 1954,
which was a period when women were marrying at the
youngest age on record and when the Nation’s annual
birth rate was approaching the post-World War || peak
(reached in 1957). Although a younger average age at
first marriage might be thought to have the effect of
reducing the number of women at risk of having a child
before marriage, vital statistics also showed a trend
toward a higher incidence of illegitimate births. The pill
and the IUD were not on the market during the 1950's,
and no State had yet liberalized its laws regarding in-
duced abortion. Hence, the cohort of women born in
1930 to 1934 probably has included one of the largest
numbers of women with at least one child born before
marriage.

Among all women born in 1930 to 1934, 94.0 per-
cent had married by age 37. By race, the proportions
were 94.5 percent for Whites and 90.3 percent for
Blacks. Among women in this birth cohort who had a

child while single, 87.6 percent of the Whites and 77.6
percent of the Blacks subsequently married by the 1970
census date. Proportions cited for all women in the
cohort involve marriage experience from age 14 to age
37, whereas proportions for women who had a child
while single involve the shorter period of marriage pros-
pects after, the age at which the woman became a
mother. A more careful examination of data by age
would show that single women who have had ¢hildren
are not necessarily at a serious disadvantage in prospects
for marriage. This is demonstrated in the section on
*“Age of mothers at birth of their first child.”’

For the cohort of 1930 to 1934, the highest propor-
tions ever married by age 37 occurred among the
women who were mothers, including the many who
became mothers after marriage as well as the few who
were mothers before marriage. A combined proportion
of 99 percent of the White mothers and 94 percent of
the Black mothers had ever married as of 1970. Con-
versely, the lowest proportions occurred among the
women who were still childless by age 37. As of 1970,
only 58 percent of the childless White women and 69
percent of the childless Black women had ever married.

From the data just cited, it is clear that the lifetime
probabilities of marriage were much greater among the
women who had children while single than among the
women who remained childless.

1



AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE

Age at first marriage is a topic that can be viewed
from the standpoint of either birth cohorts of women or
of marriage cohorts. The birth cohorts used here are old
enough for most of the marriages that will ever happen
in the lifetime of the cohort to have already occurred.
Of course, many of the marriages will not have occurred
recently. Nevertheless, a study of age at marriage for
women who thereafter remained childless can best be
made with marriages that are not recent. Data are pre-
sented in figure 1 for women 30 to 54 years old in 1970
who first married by age 30, with childbearing tallied
(intentionally) only to age 30. Those were women in the
birth cohorts of 1916 to 1940.

Figure 1 illustrates the general principle that women
who have their first child after marriage tend to be selec-
tive of those who married at relatively young ages.
Among women who had their first child after marriage,
there was much concentration around their modal ages
at marriage (18 and 19). Women who remained childless
after marriage were more widely distributed by age at
marriage, with considerable proportions married at ages
much older than the modal age. The general pattem
holds for Whites and Blacks alike, although the magni-
tudes differ.

Figure 1. Age at Marriage and Timing of the First Child

(For women 30 to 54 years old in 1970. Marriage and first births limited in this
chart to events occurring by age 30)
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Source: 1970 census report PC(2)-3B,

For marriage cohorts, data on premarital pregnancies
are available from the 1970 census not only for women
who had children before the first marriage began but
also for women who conceived a child before marriage
but married O to 2 calendar quarters before their first
child was born.
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Two selected marriage cohorts are shown in table 6.
One consists of women who married for the first time in
1965 to 1969, regardless of any subsequent changes in
marital status from separation, widowhood, divorce, or
remarriage. The other marriage cohort consists of
women who first married in 1950 to 1954. Both cohorts



have had their full experience with premarital preg-
nancies, of course. Additional postmaritally conceived
first births will occur in years after 1970; these addi-
tional births will somewhat alter the distributions by age
at first marriage from those shown for women who were
still childless at the time of the 1970 census. A rough
idea of things to come might be that about 20 percent
of White women first married in 1965 to 1969 will have
their first child in the years after the 1970 census date
as will 6 percent of the Black women. For the cohort of
1950 to 1954, comparable estimates are that 2 percent
of the White and 3 percent of the Black women will have
their first child after the 1970 census date. These projec-
tions are based on computations which assume that 7
percent of the White women in the two marriage cohorts
and 9 percent of the Black women will remain childless
in their lifetime. (The assumptions are based on data
from tables 6 and 7 of the 1970 census report PC(2)-3A
which show that ever-married women age 35 to 39 had
those levels of childlessness.)

The data on marriage cohorts in table 6, like those
above on birth cohorts of women, show that the women
who had their first child after marriage usually married
at a relatively young age. The marriage data in table 6
show further that women who had their first child O to
2 calendar quarters after the marriage began included a
larger proportion who married at age 14 to 17 than that
for women who waited at least 3 calendar quarters to
have their first child. Among Whites and Blacks alike and
in both the more recent and older marriage cohorts of
women, young brides (14 to 19 years old) comprised
substantially more than half of all women who married
0 to 2 calendar quarters before their first child was
born. This did not necessarily mean, however, that most
young brides were premaritally pregnant. For example,
among White brides who first married at ages 14 to 17 in
1965 to 1969, only 32 percent had a premaritally con-
ceived first child; the other 68 percent were still child-
less as of 1970. But, among those brides who were ever
premaritally pregnant, 89 percent married before the
child was born. Among Black brides at ages 14 to 17, 54
percent were ever premaritally pregnant, and among
those premaritally pregnant, 67 percent married before
the child was born.

Among the relatively few brides who married for the
first time at ages 30 and over in 1965 to 1969, 31
percent of the Whites and 58 percent of the Blacks had a
premaritally conceived first birth; among those who
were premaritally pregnant, 26 percent of the Whites

13

and 50 percent of the Blacks had that first child before
marriage—some of them long before. It is not known
how many of these older brides were legally marrying
the fathers of their children after a long consensual
relationship and how many were marrying another man.

Among White women who first married in 1965 to
1969, the median age at first marriage was highest (22.6
years) for those who had a child before marriage and
lowest (19.3) for those who had their first child early (0
to 2 calendar quarters) after marriage. For those who
had no premaritally conceived first child, the median
age at first marriage was 20.7 years. These findings sug-
gest that the median age of White women who had a
child before marriage was generally about 2 years later
than that for women with no premaritally conceived
first child and about 3 years later than that for women
who had their first child very early after marriage. The
patterns of median age at first marriage for Black
women are essentially similar, being respectively 21.9
years (premarital child), 19.3 years (first child 0 to 2
calendar quarters after marriage), and 20.7 years (no
premaritally conceived first child). Blacks, however, had
higher proportions than Whites with first marriages at
ages 14 to 17, even when there was no first child re-
corded as being premaritally conceived.

The data in table 7 for women who first married in
1965 to 1969 typify patterns of birth rates which have
prevailed among earlier cohorts and which will likely
prevail in the future. Thus, the proportion of women
with a first child barn shortly after marriage is highest
for brides who were 14 to 17 years old at marriage.
Thereafter, the proportions decline among women of
successively older marriage ages. Conversely, a pattern
of lowest porportion with a first child born before mar-
riage occurs among women who married at ages 14 to
17 and thereafter the proportions increase among
women of successively older ages at marriage. When pre-
maritally conceived first child birth rates are considered
(adding together births occurring before marriage and
those occurring shortly after marriage), a U-shaped
pattern emerges: the premaritally conceived first child
birth rates per 1,000 women decline from a relatively
high level among women who first married at ages 14 to
17 to a low point just before marriage age 25. The trend
then turns upwards, with the women who first married
at ages 30 and over having about as high a rate as that
for women who first married at ages 14 to 17.
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Table 6. AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE OF WOMEN WITH AND WITHOUT PREMARITALLY
CONCEIVED CHILDREN, FOR WHITE AND BLACK WOMEN WHO FIRST MARRIED

IN 1965 TO 1969 AND IN 1950 TO 1954

Total

With a premaritally
conceived child

Without a premaritally
conceived child

Subject w Child Child born Still First child
omen born 0 to 2 quar- born 3 or more
childless,
before ters after quarters
1970
marriage marriage after marriage
WHITE

Married in 1965 to 1969
WOMEeN.s.0oesecessesessssasscsnsses | 6,371,631 378,360 956,542 | 1,695,577 3,341,152
Percent....cececesesescccoscses 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
14 to 17 years...eeceeeeeeas tececesasses 13.6 8.0 25,7 5.9 14.7
18 and 19 years.eececececcocessccncccne 29.3 18.8 36.1 22.3 32.4
20 and 21 yearS...cececececcescccscsncs 26.0 19.4 21.3 32.2 25.5
22 tO 24 YEArS..ceeescecesssccsnssscesse 18.8 17.8 11.0 25.3 18.3
25 t0 29 yearS...eeecocscccsccssccccsns 7.4 15.0 4.1 6.1 6.8
30 years and OVere.ceecesscosossccssons 4.9 21,0 1.8 8.2 2.3
Median 8ge..ccescecoccoccccnss (years).. 20.5 22,6 19.3 21,4 20,2

Married in 1950 to 1954
WOmeN.eevtocecoscasscsnscscsncnnsse 5,383,822 179,597 432,655 498,672 4,272,898
Percent..cceceessesssassosscsne 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0
14 to 17 years.e.ceceececesoscscescscses 17.9 14.7 27.1 6.4 19.4
18 and 19 years.c.eeceececocccccccacacns 24.1 18,2 28.6 10.4 26.8
20 and 21 years...ceececescecascascscons 20.6 16.9 18.8 11.8 23.0
22 tO 24 YearS..eeeesesssescesscsscnscs 17.8 12.3 13.1 15.9 19.4
25 t0 29 YyeArS.cc.eescoccocsocoscnccses 11.0 14.2 7.9 16.8 11.0
30 years and OVerseeeesssscscossessnnes 8.7 23,8 4.5 38.6 0.5
Median ag€.cecesvsseesesssssee(years).,, 20.8 22.0 19.6 26.6 20.3

BLACK

Married in 1965 to 1969
WOMEN.eseoveesossssssoscssescnnse 780,295 228,771 174,306 119,969 257,249
Percent....cceeeeceesecsncoscces 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
14 to 17 years..veeesescacesoscesescase 17.6 10.6 28.4 5.7 22,0
18 and 19 years...ceceseecocsccscocscns 25.8 20.9 33.4 17.4 28.9
20 and 21 yearsS..cccecececcccescoscacne 20.4 19.7 18.5 23.5 21.0
22 t0 24 YeArS..eecesecsscosessesccscne 16.3 17.9 10.7 22.0 16.0
25 t0 29 yeArS...ccececcococscocecscocons 10.1 14.3 5.6 13.8 7.6
30 years and OVer...eeceeocoscoccccscss 9.8 16.6 3.4 17.5 4.4
Median age...ccecessssescssceso(years).. 20.6 21.9 19.3 22.5 19.9

Married in 1950 to 1954
WOMeN.ccoseocesoscscssnsosssscsss 639,655 98,182 113,452 76,946 351,075
Percent..ceesecesessecsscacencs 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
14 to 17 years.....eececescacococccccns 26.0 15.3 35.0 11.5 29.4
18 and 19 years....ceeececescscoccoccens 20.3 20,5 24,4 9.6 21.3
20 and 21 yeaArS..ccecececcccccscscscnne 16.1 18.8 14.8 10.7 17.0
22 t0 24 YyeaArS..eseecscessscsscsccsnsss 14.4 16.7 12.4 15.0 14.3
25 t0 29 yeaArS...cceeeececessscscacccns 11.4 13.1 7.2 18.1 10.7
30 years and OVer..c.ececcescocascscsse 11.8 15.7 6.3 35.1 7.3
Median age....cceecececcesscss(years).,., 20,5 21,5 19.2 25,9 19.9

Source:

1970 census report PC(2)-3B, tables 27 and 36.
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Table 7. PREMARITALLY CONCEIVED FIRST BIRTHS PER 1,000 WOMEN, WHO FIRST
MARRIED IN 1965 TO 1969, BY RACE AND AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE

Women first

Premaritally conceived first births
per 1,000 women

Race and age at married Born 0 to 2 calendar
first marriage in 1965 Born quarters after marriage
to 1969 Total before
marriage Percent of
Rate total
ALL RACES
TOtal.eesseesoccssncsnnss 7,276,343 244 85 159 65.2
14 to 17 years..eeeescenses ceee 1,012,427 350 55 295 84.3
18 and 19 years...eecececcosces 2,089,812 254 58 196 77.2
20 and 2] years....e.ccecceee 1,839,916 196 65 131 66.8
22 t0 24 YearS..eececeecenons 1,355,878 176 82 94 53.4
25 t0 29 yearsS...c.ececcececcons 579,340 248 158 90 36.3
30 years and OVer.....cceeoceees 398,970 362 301 61 16.9
WHITE
TOtal.seeoeoooscocascnses 6,371,631 210 59 151 71.9
14 to 17 years.ceeeeececeasee . 863,828 320 35 285 89.1
18 and 19 years.....eeeceeeenes 1,867,074 223 38 185 83.0
20 and 21 years....c.ceececeeees 1,657,649 167 44 123 73.7
22 to 24 yearsS....ee... cececeae 1,200, 265 144 56 88 61.1
25 to 29 years....ccceveceecens 473,582 202 119 83 41,1
30 years and OVer.....ccoeeeceee 309,233 312 256 56 17.9
BLACK
L cee 780,295 517 293 224 43.3
14 to 17 years....oceecesoecenns 137,309 538 177 361 67.1
18 and 19 years...ceececececces 201,172 527 238 289 54.8
20 and 21 years..... ceesees ceee 159,532 484 282 202 41.7
22 to 24 yearS...cececesccncces 127,240 468 321 147 3l.4
25 to 29 years....c.eecececceces 78,897 540 416 124 23.0
30 years and OVer...cceecoceese 76,145 575 498 77 13.4

Source:

1970 census report PC(2)-3B, table 36,



AGE OF MOTHERS AT
BIRTH OF FIRST CHILD

As was pointed out above, women who marry after
the birth of their first child are generally older at the
time of marriage than women who marry before the
birth of their first child. In terms of average age at child-
birth, however, they comprise the youngest group. For
example, among White mothers born in 1935 to 1939,
the mean age at childbirth was 19.4 years for those who
married after the child was born and 22.0 for those who
married before the child was born (table 8). Oldest at
childbirth among Whites were the minority of mothers
who remained single, with a mean age at childbirth of
23.5 years. Among Blacks, the corresponding figures
were 18.5 years at childbirth for the women who mar-
ried after the child was born, 21.0 years for those who
married before the first child was born, and 19.9 for the
mothers who remained single.

Relatively few of the women who married after the
birth of the first child had that child at ages over 25. In
contrast, far more of the women who married before
having a child had their first child at such ages. The
mothers who remained single were even older, at least
among the Whites.

The data in table 8 were manipulated to produce the
left-hand part of the exhibit below which shows the
approximate proportions of mothers who married after
the birth of their first child, by age at childbirth. Of

course, the older the age at childbirth, the less time the
women had to marry by the 1970 census date. Still, the
results shown in the left half of the exhibit may be a
clue to the extent to which a late age at childbirth was
adversely associated with the marriage prospects of the
single mothers as compared with those who were young
at childbirth.

Also shown in the right half of the exhibit, are the
results from computations for women born in 1935 to
1939, regardless of motherhood, derived from table 1 of
the 1970 census report PC(2)-3B. It should be kept in
mind that data measured from the start of an age like 14
years rather than from an age group like 14 to 19 years
gave the women more time in which to have married by
the 1970 census date. Regardless, it appears by compar-
ing the left half with the right half of the exhibit that
age at birth of an illegitimate child may not much im-
pair the marriage prospects of White unmarried mothers
as compared with all White women of almost the same
age. For Black women there is some impairment at ages
under 25. It is not known why a relatively large propor-
tion subsequently marrying (45.9 percent) appears for
Black single women ages 30 to 34 at childbirth when
only 27.1 percent of all Black women at the start of age
30 subsequently married. A similar pattern for ages 30
to 34 appears in data for Black women in the cohort of
1930 to 1934 (not shown here).

Women Born in 1935 to 1939

Mothers while single

All women

Percent of mothers who
Age at birth married by 1970

of first child

Percent of women (regardless
of motherhood) who

Single at married by 1970

start of age—

White Black White Black
14 to 19....... 98.4 78,9 14..0iviennnns 93.9 88.1
20 to 24....... 83.3 69.9| 20..0vececccne 87.0 80.3
25 t0 29...00ee 59.6 53.1 | 25 ciciecccces 64.8 56.7
30 to 34cc0eeee 27.4 45,91 30..c0eeecnane 28.7 27.1

17
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Table 8. AGE AT BIRTH OF FIRST CHILD FOR WHITE AND BLACK MOTHERS BORN IN 1930 TO 1939,
BY WHETHER MOTHER MARRIED BEFORE THE CHILD WAS BORN

Percent by age at

birth of first child Mean
Number age at
Subject moé:;rs 14 20 25 30 35 biﬁfh
Total to to to to to hild
19 2% 29 34 39 | ¢
WHITE
Mother born in 1935 to 1939... 4,392,503 | 100.0 30.3 50.9 15.9 3.0 . 21.9
Child born before marriage:
Mother married later........ ceeeene 220,490 | 100.0 55.3 36.3 7.6 0.8 co 19.4
Mother never married............... 37,739 | 100.0 19.6 43.0 28.1 9.3 vee 23.5
Child born after marriage............ 4,134,274 | 100.0 29.0 51.7 16.2 3.1 22.0
Mother born in 1930 to 1934....| 4,421,650 [ 100.0 21.8 53.0 18.8 5.2 1.2 22.7
Child born before marriage:
Mother married later............. .. 198,992 | 100.0 48 .4 38.6 9.9 2.7 0.4 20.2
Mother never married......... creene 28,156 | 100.0 24 .4 32.4 24.7| 14.5 4.1 24.0
Child born after marriage............ 4,194,502 | 100.0 20.5 53.8 19.2 5.3 1.2 22.7
BLACK
Mother born in 1935 to 1939.... 594,131 | 100.0 48.9 36.4 11.8 2.9 .o 20.2
Child born before marriage:
Mother married later.......ccoc.... 147,011 | 100.0 67.2 27.0 5.0 0.7 .. 18.5
Mother never married.....c.ccecuuee 51,381 | 100.0 51.3 33.2 12.8 2.7 oo 19.9
Child born after marriage............ 395,739 | 100.0 41.8 40.4 14.1 3.8 oo 21.0
Mother born in 1930 to 1934.... 568,207 | 100.0 38.5 39.7 14.6 5.7 1.6 21.4
Child born before marriage:
Mother married later............... 115,633 | 100.0 54.8 33.4 8.6 2.6 0.5 19.5
Mother never marriedee.ceecevscerses 35,343 | 100.0 33.9 35.8 20.5 8.0 1.9 22.2
Child born after marriage............ 417,231 | 100.0 34.3 41.7 15.7 6.4 1.9 21.9

. Not applicable.

Source: 1970 census report PC(2)-3B, table 88.



STABILITY OF MARRIAGES

The relative stability of marriage for women with and
without a premaritally conceived child can be inferred
from data on the subsequent marital status of these
women. Table 9 persents 1970 census data for women
who first married in 1965 to 1969 and for women who
first married in 1950 to 1954. The data for women
married in 1965 to 1969 are useful for indicating that
sizable changes in the marital status of women can and
do occur very soon after the marriages began. The data
for 1950 to 1954 yield clues to what happens over a
longer period.

Most of the women married in 1965 to 1969 would
be within a few years of age 23 as of 1970 and those
married in 1950 to 1954 would be within a few years of
age 38. Marital disruptions up to age 40 would normally
have a near-maximum depressing effect on the lifetime
fertility of women; consequently, there is little need from
the viewpoint of fertility analysis to use data for a yet
older cohort of women than the cohort of 1950 to
1954. Among the women who are still young (in the
cohort of 1965 to 1969), the effect of a marital disrup-
tion on lifetime fertility would depend partly on the
timing and incidence of subsequent remarriages. The
data for the older cohort help to suggest what the inci-
dence of remarriages may be in the future for the
younger cohort.

Marriages of women who have had a child before
marriage are much less stable than those of women who
are not premaritally pregnant. Among the women (all
races combined) who first married in 1965 to 1969,
only 77.3 percent of those who had a child before mar-
riage were still living with their first husband at the
1970 census date or were married but living apart from
their husband for reasons other than a marital disrup-
tion. The remaining 22.8 percent of the recently
married women with a child born before marriage
already had a marital disruption by 1970. Among the
recently married women who were not oremaritally
pregnant, about 91.4 percent were either living with
their first husband in 1970 or had a husband absent for
reasons other than separation, widowhood, or divorte.
Thus, the incidence of marital disruptions in the short
time between 1965 to 1969 and the 1970 census date
was much greater among the women who had children
before marriage than among the women who were not
premaritally pregnant at marriage.

A third group of women in the 1965 to 1969 mar-
riage cohort consists of women who were premaritally
pregnant but who married before the first child was
born. That group closely resembles the women without
a premaritally conceived child in respect to stability of
marriage, in sharp contrast with the group of women
who had children before marriage. For example, 81.6
percent of the women in this third group were still living
with their first husband in 1970 as compared with corre-
sponding values of 85.5 percent for women not pre-
maritally pregnant and 70.9 percent for those with
children born before marriage. This third group, with a
first child bom 0 to 2 calendar quarters after the mar-
riage began, is the group that contains any women who
married in order to legitimize a premaritally conceived
first child even if the couple may have had no intention
of remaining married. But the proportion divorced by
1970 is only a little higher (3.6 percent) for the women
who married while pregnant than for the women who
were not premaritally pregnant (3.0 percent).

The general pattern of greater stability of marriage
among women who were not premaritally pregnant and
less stability among women who had children before
marriage applies to data for Whites as well as for Blacks
and to women married in 1965 to 1969 as well as to
women married in 1950 to 1954. The pattern is likely
to be applicable to other cohorts.

Among White women who first married in 1950 to
1954 and were not premaritally pregnant, 76.9 percent
were still living with their first husband in 1970 and
11.1 percent were living with a subsequent husband.
That is a total of 88.0 percent living with a husband.
There was a corresponding proportion of 88.4 percent
living with a husband in 1970 among women married in
1965 to 1969. Rémarriages thus enabled the women in
the older cohort to have as large a proportion with a
husband present as occurred in the younger cohort.
Among White women who had children before marriage,
the total proportions with a husband present in 1970
were 79.1 percent for those first married in 1965 to
1969 and 76.7 percent for those married in 1950 to
1954,

Among Black women who were not premaritally preg-
nant at their first marriage in 1950 to 1954, 562.4 per-
cent were still living with their first husband as of 1970
and 11.5 percent were living with a husband from a
remarriage. That makes a total of 63.9 percent with a
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husband present, compared with a corresponding total
of 75.7 percent for women not premaritally pregnant at
their first marriage in 1965 to 1969. It would seem that
Black women less often than White women remarry after
their first marriage ends. The pattern applies also to
women who had children before their first marriage.
Among Black women who had children before a first
marriage in 1950 to 1954, a total of 55.8 percent had a
first or subsequent husband present in 1970 as com-
pared with 70.1 percent for the 1965 to 1969 Black
cohort and with the 76.7 percent cited above for White
women with children born before their first marriage in
1950 to 1954.

Among White women who first married in 1965 to
1969, the highest rate of first births occurring shortly
after marriage involved women classified in the 1970
census as ‘‘separated” (table 10). That group had 263
first births per 1,000 women O to 2 calendar quarters
after the marriage began, compared with the next
highest rate of 170 for White women who obtained a
divorce soon after marriage and of 151 for the entire
marriage cohort of White women. Among White women
who first married in 1950 to 1954, the rates were much
smaller, with "’highest’ rates of 119, 89, and 89 found
among the separated, divorced, and remarried women,
respectively. The lowest rates for first births occurring

- to White women soon after the marriage began involved

¥

women classified in 1970 as widows (the rates were 117
for the 1965 to 1969 cohort and 60 for the 1950 to
1954 cohort). Those reported as widows, however, were
by far the most fertile group in terms of rates of first
births occurring before the first marriage began; the
rates were 252 for the 1965 to 1969 cohort and 105 for
the 1950 to 1954 cohort. Table 10 does not show data
by age of women, but the widows in 1970 surely were
much older on the average than the other women in the
same marriage cohort who also had marriage disrup-
tions; thus, the widows surely had much more time
before their first marriage in which to have had a child
while single.

Among Black women first married in 1965 to 1969,
the highest rate.of first births O to 2 months after the
marriage began was 250 per 1,000 women for those who
were still married in 1970 but whose husband was
absent in military service or for reasons other than mari-
tal discord. The rate was 230 for the women who were
separated, 229 for divorced women, and 220 for women
in intact first marriages. Among Blacks, far higher rates
usually occurred for first births before the first marriage
than for first births shortly after marriage. The highest
rates of births before marriage for the 1965 to 1969
cohort of Black women were 415 for women in intact
remarriages and 412 for widows.
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Table 9. STABILITY OF MARRIAGE AS OF 1970, FOR WOMEN WHO FIRST MARRIED IN 1965 TO
1969 AND IN 1950 TO 1954, BY RACE AND WHETHER WOMAN HAD A PREMARITALLY CON-

‘CEIVED FIRST BIRTH

(Percent distribution.

Bases can be derived from table 10)

With a premaritally
conceived first child

Without a
Total remaritall
Race and marital status women P conceived y Born 0 to 2
first child Total Born before [calendar quart-
first marriage |[ers after first
marriage
ALL RACES
First married in 1965 to 1969.... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married once.......ceceeveeencens 85.5 77.8 70.9 81.6
Wife married more than once....... cee 2.0 3.2 5.3 2.1
Married, husband absent:
Separated.....oceeeeccecccsncncancnns 2.6 6.7 8.6 5.7
Other.....cooeeeeeeenes cecccssssese 5.9 6.2 6.4 6.1
Widowed....coceevvecesoccesesoncncocnne 1.0 2.1 4.1 1.0
Divorced.....ccvveeveareccesoseacscanns 3.0 4.0 4.8 3.6
First married in 1950 to 1954.... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married onCe.......ececveeucannns 74.8 64.9 52.7 71.0
Wife married more than once.......... 11.1 13.4 16.2 12.1
Married, husband absent:
Separated.....ceeevesrcerccassccncans 3.1 6.5 9.5 5.0
Other.....ccveveeeerececanconns seses 1.9 2.3 2.5 2.2
WAdOWed. .o eevvuenneenesscssonssnnssncns 3.5 5.9 11.2 3.2
DivOorced.....coecveeeencncserancnns ceses 5.6 7.0 7.9 6.5
WHITE
First married in 1965 to 1969.... 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married once.........ce0vueuenns 86.4 80.3 72.1 83.4
Wife married more than once.......... 2.0 3.6 7.0 2.3
Married, husband absent:
Separated......ccceeceeccccnccnacns .o 2.1 4.9 5.3 4.7
Other...c.ueeeeneeececannseensonncnans 5.6 5.1 5.1 5.1
Widowed....veveeevoceenenoenacnsnnonnns 0.9 1.9 4.7 0.9
DIVOrcCed. .ucovvecocecnncccncscscanonnas 3.0 4.2 5.7 3.6
First married in 1950 to 1954.... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married once........cccvieeuennn 76.9 69.4 57.6 74.
Wife married more than once.......... 11.1 14.5 19.1 12.6
Married, husband absent:
Separated......cconee..- teeessasenees 1.9 3.1 3.4 3.0
Other......... seccsncarsas essonsos oo 1.7 2.0 2.3 1.9
Widowed......cvovvevenrennncecnans ceene 3.1 4.8 10.6 2.5
Divorced......ccovvvenecnns sescsasnnsss 5.2 6.2 6.9 5.8
BLACK
First married in 1965 to 1969.... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married once............. cesenes 74.2 69.1 67.7 70.9
Wife married more than once.......... 1.5 1.9 2.4 1.2
Married, husband absent:
Separated...........cciviinnnnnnn ceae 9.2 13.7 15.1 11.8
Other.......... ceceecsane cecessssesse 10.0 9.4 8.3 10.8
Widowed. . ...vvvernnvencococosannnns cees 1.8 2.6 3.1 1.9
DIivOrced.....voveveecesococssscnncncnnns 3.2 3.4 3.4 3.4
First married in 1950 to 1954.... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married once.............. 52.4 49.8 44.8 54.1
Wife married more than once.......... 11.5 10.1 11.0 9.4
Married, husband absent:
Separated........cccc00000e0an 15.8 18.7 19.5 18.1
Other.....ccocveevuieneeirnscsacncanes . 3.3 3.0 2.9 3.2
Widowed......... teeetssectssesssansenan 7.5 9.0 12.3 6.1
Divorced.....cccoceeeevecccecncrasccnnne 9.6 9.3 9.5 9.1

Source:

1970 census report PC(2)-3B,

tables 27, 37, and 38.
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Table 10. PREMARITALLY CONCEIVED FIRST BIRTHS PER 1,000 WOMEN WHO FIRST MARRIED
IN 1965 TO 1969 AND IN 1950 TO 1954, BY MARITAL STATUS IN 1970 AND RACE

Premaritally conceived first births per 1,000 women

Number
Race and marital status of B bet. Born 0 to 2 calendar quarters
women Total orn before after marriage
marriage
Rate Percent of total
ALL RACES
First married in 1965 to 1969... 7,276,343 244 85 159 65.2
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married oncCe..cccsecese ereseene 6,087,132 227 72 155 68.3
Wife married more than once....... .o 165,627 342 196 146 42.7
Married, husband absent:
Separated.ceccececccccccccccccccsnsns 264,396 451 201 250 55.4
Other..cececeescsscseccsscscsssnsnns 434,634 252 91 161 63.9
WiAdOWEd: o eaesoosescosecvcsccassscanee 89,405 416 285 131 31.5
DiVOrcedesessceososcoscssnscccscsncnne 235,149 302 126 176 58.3
First married in 1950 to 1954... 6,103,154 137 46 91 66.4
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married ONCE@.cecceeccccocccsccns 4,482,405 121 33 88 72.7
Wife married more than once..ceccece 697,997 161 65 96 59.6
Married, husband absent:
SEPATAted. .ceeeeceveecosoncocncncnne 220,210 248 121 127 51.2
Other..cececescsccccssccccccssesanse 116,669 163 60 103 63.2
W1dOWed . eeeeoeoocecccoccsccocccscsnnss 233,929 211 135 76 36.0
DivOorced.ccceccceccecccccscccsssccscnes 351,944 166 63 103 62.0
WHITE
First married in 1965 to 1969... 6,371,631 210 59 151 71.9
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married once.cecececccocccccces 5,423,531 198 50 148 74.7
Wife married more than once......... 150, 381 321 176 145 45.2
Married, husband absent:
Separated....cceceeccccccccccccscans 170,868 380 117 263 69.2
Other..eeeeoesceccocccscacccescsonns 349,804 196 55 141 71.9
W1dOWEd:s eeeoverococscccccsccnscocnanse 70,621 369 252 117 31.7
DiVOrced.ccsceoesecccsccccccnscccoccns 206,426 273 103 170 62.3
First married in 1950 to 1954... 5,383,822 114 33 81 71.1
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married OnCe.eccecccccconcsvane 4,095,316 104 25 79 76.0
wWife married more than once......... 618, 205 144 55 89 61.8
Married, husband absent:
Separated...ccceccecoee 110, 542 174 55 119 68.4
Other........ 93,501 130 43 87 66.9
Widowed...cco.e 179,833 165 105 69 36.4
DiVOrced.seeeceecccccsscccsccscsccsese 286,425 132 43 89 67.4
BLACK
First married in 1965 to 1969... 780, 295 517 293 224 43.3
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married ONCE.eesccccecscocosans 558, 548 497 277 220 44.3
Wife married more than once..c.c.... 13,320 571 415 156 27.3
Married, husband absent:
Separated..c.ccoeecesccccsccccscscans 89,832 615 385 230 37.4
Other..cesesscocccscccasoscsssssnnse 75,541 501 251 250 49.9
WAAOWEd: cceeveeeoeoscconccsosccsscnsnse 17,237 603 412 191 31.7
DIVOrced..eccecescacccccncancscascscae 25,817 527 298 229 43.5
First married in 1950 to 1954... 639,655 331 153 178 53.8
Husband present in 1970:
Wife married once..ccecec.e 329,462 320 133 187 58.4
Wife married more than once....c.... 70,863 303 152 151 49.8
Married, husband absent;:
Separated.s.ccoccecececccccaccccccnns 107,114 371 178 193 52.0
Other.....cececeeseecococcacess ceecas 20, 397 316 138 178 56.3
Widowed..ceocesen escssccssesccscsccnse 51,165 371 235 136 36.7
DIVOrcCOd..ecoeeeceececcscocoscsoccsnns 60,654 325 154 171 52.6

Source:

1970 census PC(2)-3B, tables 27, 37, and 38.



YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Tables 11 and 12 present data on education in re-
lation to the timing of first births. Table 11 shows age at
first marriage for women who married in 1965 to 1969.
Table 12 presents birth rates for the same marriage
cohort. The general patterns in these two tables would
apply also to other marriage cohorts although the mag-
nitudes would vary somewhat.

The data in table 11 exhibit the well-documented
tendency for the average age at first marriage to increase
for women with successively higher levels of educational
attainment. Also exhibited is the general exception to
that tendency which occurs among White women who
drop out of high school before graduation. These
women had a younger average age at marriage than that
among women with less education. Many of these
women may have left school in order to contract a mar-
riage before a child was bom.

Within each educational group shown in the table,
mothers who married before their first child was born
had the lowest average (median) age at first marriage.
The average for White women ranged from 18.6 years
for those with 1 to 3 years of high school to 22.9 years
for those with 5 years of college or more. The next
higher average in each educational group involved
women who married after the birth of their first child.
Here, the average ranged from 20.3 years for White
women with 1 to 3 years of high school to 23.7 years
for those with 5 years of college or more.

At the time marriages occur, there is no way of fore-
telling from marriage or census records which brides will
thereafter remain childless and which brides will become

mothers and when. On a hindsight basis, however, the
census materials indicate clearly that the women who
remain childless after marriage are quite selective of
those who married at an advanced age. In almost every
educational and racial group of women, the women who
were still childless at the time of the 1970 census had an
older average age at marriage than the women who
became mothers (table 11).

The highest rates of first births before marriage in-
volve women who completed O to 8 years of elementary
school (table 12). But the highest rates of births shortly
after marriage involve the women who were high school
dropouts (1 to 3 years of high school). White women
who were high school dropouts had a slightly higher rate
of first births 0 to 2 calendar quarters after marriage
(rate of 243) than occurred among Blacks (rate of 236);
this was one of the very rare exceptions to a general
pattem of higher rates among Blacks than among Whites.
That happened largely because White women who were
premaritally pregnant more often married before the
child was born than did Black women. But more of the
Black women were premaritally pregnant. The total rate
of premaritally conceived first births per 1,000 women
who first married in 1965 to 1969 peaked at 346 for
White high school dropouts and at 631 for Blacks. The
lowest rates were for women with 5 years of collége or .-
more (61 for Whites and 189 for Blacks).

A point of special interest is the fact that wome'f»,;
with five years of college or more had slightly higher’;,
rates of first births before marriage than the women -
who terminated their education with 4 years of college. .
In this respect, the women with 4 years of college were
somewhat more responsive to social pressures to avoid
premarital motherhood than were women with graduate
school training.

23
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Table 11. AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED AND WHETHER MARRIED BEFORE
THE BIRTH OF FIRST CHILD, FOR WHITE AND BLACK WOMEN 30 TO 54 YEARS OLD WHO FIRST MARRIED

BY AGE 30
(Childbearing data limited in this table to events prior to age 30)
Percent by age at first marriage
Years of school completed, race, and 30Vl(::u:)enf’4 Median age
timing of first birth o Total 14 to 20 and 22 to 25 to By it
v 19 21 2 29 marriage
ELEMENTARY, 0 TO 8 YEARS
White
Married before first birth..........ccc00e 2,767,337 100.0 60.9 17.8 14.6 6.7 18.9
Married after first birth................ 204,028 100.0 40.2 19.4 20.5 19.9 21.0
Married, no child by age 29........000040 593,072 100.0 33.3 16.3 20.8 29.6 22.1
Black
Married before first birth............... 505,424 100.0 67.5 14.5 11.6 6.3 18.4
Married after first birth................ 121,380 100.0 36.1 20.1 20.8 23.1 21.4
Married, no child by age 29.............. 178,575 100.0 42.4 20.8 17.7 24.1 21.0
HIGH SCHOOL, 1 TO 3 YEARS
White
Married before first birth........cc0.000 4,048,228 100.0 65.1 17.7 12.4 4.7 18.6
Married after first birth................ 241,043 100.0 46.9 19.3 17.6 16.2 20.3
Married, no child by age 29.......0000.0. 737,867 100.0 34.6 18.4 21.1 25.9 21.7
Black
Married before first birth.......ccc0euee 537,296 100.0 66.9 15.7 11.7 5.6 18.5
Married after first birth............. . 152,018 100.0 36.7 20.3 21.7 21.2 21.3
Married, no child by age 29.......... ceee 146,216 100.0 37.5 16.5 19.2 26.7 21.5
HIGH SCHOOL, 4 YEARS
White
Married before first birth........... cens 8,247,098 100.0 43.5 28.2 21.0 7.3 20.5
Married after first birth................ 370,822 100.0 30.9 24,9 24.8 19.4 21.5
Married, no child by age 29.............. 722,798 100.0 21.1 20.4 26.3 32.3 23.0
Black
Married before first birth.......... [N 450,389 100.0 51.0 24.1 17.3 7.6 19.9
Married after first birth........ [ . 95,371 100.0 24.5 23.9 26.4 25.1 22.2
Married, no child by age 29...... ceeeenen 127,390 100.0 27.6 18.6 22.0 31.7 22.5
COLLEGE, 1 TO 3 YEARS
White
Married before first birth............... 2,081,447 100.0 27.8 3.6 27.9 9.7 21.3
Married after first birth................ 83,121 100.0 20.6 28.4 29.7 21.2 22.1
Married, no child by age 29....cc000v0eas 488,546 100.0 14.4 19.4 29.0 037.1 23.7
Black
Married before first birth............... 111,790 100.0 39.7 26.8 23.2 10.3 20.8
Married after first birth................ 18,142 100.0 21.9 21.8 29.7 26.5 22.6
Married, no child by age 29.............. 34,156 100.0 20.3 17.7 25.6 36.3 33.4
COLLEGE, 4 YEARS
White
Married before first birth............... 1,012,966 100.0 10.8 26.6 47.5 15.2 22.8
Married after first birth................ 35,162 100.0 7.9 19.8 44.5 27.9 23.5
Married, no child by age 29............ .. 279,945 100.0 7.1 12.8 34.4 45,7 24,6
Black
Married before first birth............... 53,112 100.0 24,2 20.3 37.9 17.6 22.4
Married after first birth................ 5,147 100.0 13.0 18.6 33.9 3.5 23.6
Married, no child by age 29.....c.0000000 21,201 100.0 14.5 12.6 28.7 44,1 24.4
COLLEGE, 5 YEARS OR MORE
White
Married before first birth............... 369,718 100.0 4.1 23.5 42.4 20.0 22.9
Married after first birth................ 13,564 100.0 11.2 15.9 41.1 31.8 23.7
Married, no child by age 29..........0... 162,830 100.0 7.6 12.3 30.0 50.1 25.0
Black
Married before first birth............... 29,117 100.0 22.6 21.2 37.1 19.2 22.5
Married after first birth.........ccc000e 2,853 100.0 16.0 22.3 29.5 32.2 1 23.2
Married, no child by age 29........cc000.. 16,912 100.0 12.1 10.8 30.0 47.2 24,7

Source: 1970 census report PC(2)-3B, table 92.
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Table 12. PREMARITALLY CONCEIVED FIRST BIRTHS PER 1,000 WOMEN WHO FIRST
MARRIED IN 1965 TO 1969, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED AND RACE

Premaritally conceived first

Women births per 1,000 women
first
Race and years married Born 0 to 2 calendar
of school completed in 1965 Born quarters after marriage
to 1969 Total before o
marriage ercent
Rate of total
ALL RACES
TOtaleessecscsscscscssscsces 7,276,343 244 85 159 65.2
Elementary: O to 8 yearseeesse 496,436 385 216 169 43.9
High school: 1 to 3 years..... | 1,287,331 397 156 241 60.7
4 years.ceeeecess | 3,405,718 233 71 162 69.5
College: 1 to 3 yearseeceec... | 1,208,268 170 42 128 75.3
4 yearSeeececccccccee 674,153 86 24 62 7201
5 years Or mOr€ecececs. 204,437 69 26 43 62.3
WHITE
TOtaleeescoooocccsssccscnne 6,371,631 210 59 151 71.9
Elementary: 0O to 8 yearseesss. 383,991 331 166 165 49.8
High school: 1 to 3 years..... 1,039,313 346 103 243 70.2
4 yearS.eceececess 3,035,630 205 51 154 75.1
College: 1 to 3 yearS.ceeeceece 1,104,480 151 32 119 78.8
4 yearSeeseecsscecscss 623,197 76 20 56 73.7
5 years Or mOre€ecseecse 185,020 61 23 38 62.3
BLACK
TOt@leescocesoccsccccesesce 780,295 517 293 224 43,3
Elementary: O to 8 yearse.eeco. 96,098 603 418 185 30.7
High school: 1 to 3 years.c.e. 226,065 631 395 236 37.4
4 yearS.eeeceeens 330,009 483 247 236 48.9
College: 1 to 3 yearSeececccsss 84,101 400 167 233 58.3
4 yearSeeececsccssces 35,591 219 86 133 60.7
5 years Or more...e.. 8,431 189 100 89 47.1
Source: 1970 census report PC(2)-3B, table 29.



MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP
OF HUSBAND

White women whose husbands are nonfarm laborers
and Black women whose husbands are farm workers
typically have the highest rates of premaritally con-
ceived first births. Those whose husbands are profes-
sional, technical, and kindred workers have the lowest
rates. For example, among Whites who first married in
1965 to 1969 and were living with an employed civilian
husband at the time of the 1970 census, the range was
from a high of 274 premaritally conceived first births
per 1,000 wives of nonfarm laborers to a low of 122 for
wives of professional and kindred workers (table 13).
Among Blacks, the range was from a high of 612 for
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wives of farm workers (569 for nonfarm laborers) to a
low of 317 for wives of professional workers. Among
Blacks, but not Whites, first births occurring before
marriage of the mother were far more common than
births shortly after marriage. For Whites and Blacks
alike, the rates of premaritally conceived first births
occurring 0 to 2 calendar quarters after marriage were
lower among wives of farm workers than among wives
of any other blue-collar occupational group of hus-
bands, indicating that the wives of farm workers less
often married “‘in time’’ to avoid a premarital birth.
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Table 13. PREMARITALLY CONCEIVED FIRST BIRTHS PER 1,000 WOMEN WHO FIRST
MARRIED IN 1965 TO 1969, BY RACE OF WOMAN AND MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP

OF EMPLOYED HUSBAND

(Data limited to women living with an employed <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>