








Current Population Reports, Series P-25, Nos. 546 
through 595. The July 1, 1973 population estimates 
shown in this report differ from those published 
previously for several reasons: (1) The procedure for 
correcting missing address information on the orig
inal tax forms was changed to more accurately re
flect the population distribution of the various 
areas; (2) more accurate and up-to-date information 
on several components of population change (births, 
deaths, and special population groups) are now avail
able; (3) the net migration component has been 
changed from a civilian population base to refer in
stead to the non-group quarters population (i.e., 
resident population excluding members of the 
Armed Forces living in barracks, inmates of long
term hospitals and prisons, and fu II-time students 
enrolled in college); and (4) additional special cen
suses are available for use that were conducted since 
the time of the last estimates. 

Similarly for per capita income: (1)The 1969 in
come levels for small areas have been estimated 
rather than relying upon reported 1970 census fig
ures, and (2) a revised procedure was used in con
trolling the 1972 estimates for internal agreement. 

LIMITATIONS OF THE ESTIMATES 

Population estimates. Tests of the accuracy of 
the methods used to develop State and county pop
ulation estimates appearing in Current Population 
Reports, Series P-25 and P-26 have been docu
mented elsewhere. The results of evaluations against 
the 1970 census at the State level are reported in 
Series P-25, No. 520, while similar 1970 tests for 
counties are presented in Series P-26, No. 21. In 
summary, the State estimates averaging Component 
Method II and the Regression method yielded aver
age differences of approximately 1.9 percent when 
compared to the 1970 census. Subsequent modifica
tions of the two procedures that have been incor
porated in preparing estimates for the 1970's would 
have reduced the average difference in 1970 to 1.2 
percent. For counties, the 1970 evaluations indi
cated an average difference of approximately 4.5 
percent for the combination of procedures used. It 
should be noted that all of the evaluations against 
the results of the 1970 census concern estimates ex
tending over the entire 10-year period of 1960 to 
1970. 

Since 1970, however, the Administrative Records 
method has been introduced with partial weight in 
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the estimates for States and counties, and except for 
the few States in which local estimates are utilized, 
carries the full weight for estimates below the coun
ty level. The data series upon which the estimates 
procedure is based has been available as a compre
hensive series for the entire United States only since 
1967. Nonetheless, several studies have been under
taken evaluating the Administrative Records esti
mates from the State to the local level. At the 
wide level, little direct testing can be performed due 
to the lack of special censuses covering entire States. 
Some sense of the general reasonableness of the 
Administrative Records estimates may be obtained, 
however, by reviewing the degree of correspondence 
between the resu Its of the method aga i nst those of 
the "standard" methods tested in 1970 and already 
in use to produce State estimates during the 1970's. 
It must be recognized that the differences between 
the two sets of estimates may not be interpreted as 
errors in either set of figures, but may only be used 
as a partial guide indicating the degree of con
sistency between the newer Administrative Records 
system and the established methods. 

Table A presents such a comparison for State 
estimates referring to July 1, 1975. A rather close 
agreement may be observed in the esti mates for all 
States at only a 1.0 percent difference. Only two 
States exceeded a 3-percent difference, with both 
being smaller States (under one million population) 
and both having unique circumstances that affect 
population patterns (Alaska and the District of 
Columbia). The variation of the Administrative 
Records method from the average of the other 
methods does increase noticeably for smaller States 
in a regular pattern, but still reaches an average of 
on Iy 1.5 percent for the smallest size category. 

The findings indicate no directional bias in the 
Administrative Records method either for all States 
or by size. It should also be noted that the Admin
istrative Records estimate falls in the middle of the 
three estimates for 18 States, in contrast with 
approximately 17 cases to be expected by chance. 

A similar comparison may be made at the county 
level (table B). Although the differences between 
the Co-op estimates and the Administrative Records 
results are larger at the county level than for States, 
the variations are well within the range that would 
be expected for areas of this population size, and 
the county pattern matches closely the findings for 
States. The overall differences for all counties is 3.3 
percent, and ranges from 1.8 percent for the larger 
counties to 11.7 for the 26 small counties under 
1,000 population. 
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Table A. Percent Difference Between Administrative Records Estimates and the 
Average of Component Method II and Regression Estimates for States: 1975 

(Base is the average of Method II and Regression estimates) 

Population size in 1970 

Item 
All 

States 4 million 1,5 to 4 Less than 
and over million 1.5 million 

Average percent difference 
(disregarding sign) ...... 0 •• , • , , , , •• 1.0 0.5 0.9 1.5 

Number of States ... ,.,.",.,.""." , 51 16 18 

With differences of: 
Less than 1 percent •.... , .•. , .. , ... 32 14 12 
1 to 2 percent ....•.• , • , ...•• , •• , •. 13 2 t. 

2 percent and over .........•... ". , 6 - 2 

Where Administrative Records was: 
Higher ••..........•...•. , .... , .•..• 24 7 9 
I.Jower .. .......... (I 0 Q .. " .. (I .. (I " .. " " .. () () U .... 0 0 II " .. 27 9 9 

- Represents zero. 

Table B. Percent Difference Between Administrative Records Estimates and the 
Provisional Co-op Estimates for Counties: 1975 

(Base is the provisional Co-op estimates for counties) 
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Counties with 1,000 or more 1970 population Counties 

All 
with less 

Item 
counties 50,000 

25,000 10,000 1,000 than 1,000 
Total to to to 1970 

or more 50,000 25,000 10,000 population 

Average percent difference 
(disregarding sigH) • , ...• , , 3.3 3.2 1.8 2.7 3.2 tl,4 11., 7 

Number of counties or 
equivalents •....•.• ,." .••. 3, ltd 3,117 679 567 1,017 85(1 26 

With di:f:ferences of: 
Less than 1 percent •.•.. 736 733 215 159 228 131 3 
1 to :3 percent •.... , •... 1,153 1,145 311 213 373 2/+8 8 
3 to 5 percent •....•..•. 647 6{15 109 123 212 2Cn 2 
5 to 10 percent •....•... 471 467 42 58 167 200 4 
10 percent and over ..... 136 127 2 14 37 74 9 










