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This report presents revised estimates of the resident and 

civilian population of States for July 1,1978, and provisional 

esti mates for July 1, 1979. The 1978 esti mates supersede 

provisional 1978 numbers published in Current Population 

Reports, Series P-25, No. 799. State estimates for July 1, 

1977 are shown in Report 799, and estimates for 1970 

through 1976 are shown in Report 727. 

The revised population estimates for 1978 were developed 

by (1) averaging the results of three independent methods to 

estimate the household population under age 65, (2) using a 

population change measure based upon Medicare statistics to 

estimate the population 65 years of age and over, (3) using 

Department of Defense statistics to estimate the change in 

the military barracks population, and (4) adding an estimate 

of the population of other types of group quarters on the 

estimate date. The three methods are: 

1 _ Component Method III which employs: vital statistics to 

measure natural change, and elementary school enroll

ment data and expected survivors to this age group as a 

basis for estimating pet migration of the household 

population. 

2. The Ratio-Correlation Method l in which a multiple 

correlation esti mating equation is applied to the changes 

in the distribution of three separate series of State data to 

estimate changes in the distribution of the individual 
State populations. The three series used are: elementary 

school enrollment, Federal income tax returns, and a 

work force series comprising the sum of the annual 

average number nonagricultural wage and salary workers 

plus the number of unemployed and the number of 

agri cu Itu ral worke rs. 

1 A detailed discussion of these two methods and their use in both 
the provisional and revised estimates is contained in Current Popula
tion Reports, Series P-25, No. 640. 
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3. The Administrative Records Method 2 which relies upon 

the same vital statistics as Component Method II to 

measu re n atu ral change, but uti I i zes the address info rma

tion reported on Federal income tax returns to measure 

interstate migration of the household population. I mmi

gration from abroad to the individual States is estimated 

separately from data on intended State of residence of 

aliens as published in the annual reports of the I mmi

gration and Naturalization Service. 
The complete methodology used in making the 1978 

revised State popUlation esti mates is not utilized for 1979 

estimates because not all of the required data input are 

available. Consequently, the preliminary 1979 estimates were 

obtained by adding the average change between 1978 and 

1979 as measured by Component Method II and a two

variable ratio-correlation estimate (elementary school enroll

ment and work force) to the revised 1978 State estimate. 

Because of the limitations of the estimation system and 

the preliminary nature of the 1979 estimates, annual changes 

in population are subject to relatively larger errors than 

estimated changes since 1970. Small changes, particularly 

small changes in the direction of population change, should 

be interpreted with these limitations in mind. 

These estimates will be contained in a full report to be 

published in Current Population Reports, Series P-25, which 

will show an updated time series for 1970 to 1979, 

components of population change for the period, and some 

discussion of recent growth patterns. 

The populations presented in the table have been rounded 

to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group 

totals, which are independently rounded. Percentages are 

based on unrounded numbers. 

2 See Current Population Reports, Series P·25, Nos. 649 through 
698 for a discussion and evaluation of the method. 
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