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Social and Economic Characteristics
of the Older Population: 1978

INTRODUCTION

This report consolidates data on a variety of social and
economic characteristics of the older population. All of these
statistics were compiled by the Bureau of the Census or by
the National Center for Health Statistics and are now
presented in this publication as a convenience to the user.
The data which were taken from Bureau of the Census
reports were primarily collected in the 1978 Current Popu-
lation Survey (CPS), although a few tables contain data from
other Bureau surveys or for other years.

In the report, most of the material on the ‘older”
population relates to persons 65 years old and over.
However, tables in which data are classified by age often
show data for persons 55 to 64 years and occasionally for
persons 50 to 59 years old. Data for these younger age
groups are included to facilitate comparison of characteristics
of “elderly” persons with persons just before they enter the
elderly age category.

The emphasis on the lower age limit of 65 for the data
presented here is partially arbitrary and partially a recogni-
tion of factors which, over the years, have combined to make
the attainment of 65 a milestone—for example, a time of
retirement, Social Security benefits, Medicare coverage,
income tax advantages, and reduction in transit fares and
admission prices.

Among the social and economic variables considered in
this report are family and marital status, institutionalization,

nativity and parentage, mobility, residence, educational

attainment, voting, labor force participation, occupation and
industry, income and earnings, poverty status, housing,
health, and crime victimization. A later report will examine
the demographic aspects of aging and the older population in
a broader perspective.

HIGHLIGHTS

® |n 1978, there were 24.1 million persons in the United
States 65 years and over, as compared with 20.1 million in
1970. Women outnumbered men in 1978 by 4.5 million.

® Most (63 percent) of these older Americans lived in
families, 6 percent were institutionalized, and 30 percent
lived alone.

® About 6.9 million women and 1.3 million men 65 and
over were widowed.

©® Nearly half of all Americans 65 years and over never
attended high school; only 16 percent attended 1 or
more years of college.

® In 1976, 62 percent of persons 65 years and over voted in
the Presidential election compared with 49 percent of
those 18 to 34 years old.

® One out of every 5 of the men 65 and over and 1 out of
every 12 of the women 65 and over were in the labor force
in 1978.

® The median income in 1977 of families with the head 65
years and over was $9,121.

® About 3.2 million persons 65 years and over (or 14 percent
of the total) lived in families or as unrelated individuals
that had incomes below the poverty level in 1977. About
27 percent of older persons not living in families were
poor in 1977.

® Nearly three-fourths (72 percent) of the householders 65
years and over owned their own homes in 1978.



Population

Since the turn of the century, the population 65 years and
over has increased nearly 8 times, while the total population
increased about 3 times. The earlier extremely high rate of
increase in the older population has not continued; between
1970 and 1978, the number of persons 65 years and over
increased by 20 percent, from 20.0 to 24.0 million. In 1900,
persons 65 years and over constituted about 4 percent of the
total population, while in 1978 they made up 11 percent of
the total.

The number of women 65 years and over has grown faster
than the number of men of this age. The numbers of men
and women of this age group were quite similar in the early

years of this century, but women 65 and over now
outnumber men by 4.5 million (14.3 million compared to
9.8 million). The number of older women has increased 22
percent since 1970, as compared with a 16 percent increase
in the number of men of this age.

In 1978, Blacks 65 years and over numbered around 2
million and made up about 8 percent of all persons 65 and
over. Between 1900 and 1978, the Black population 65 and
over increased 7 to 8 times. Since 1970, the Black population
65 and over has risen by 28 percent, while the White
population of this age increased by about 19 percent.

Table 1. Population 50 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin, Sex, and Age:

July 1, 1978, 1974, and 1970

(In thousands, For meaning of symbols, see text)

All races White Black Spanish origin?
Sex and age
1978 1974 1970 1978 1974 1970 1978 1974 1970 | 19782 1974 19703
Both sexes.....| 56,547 | 53,299 | 49,915 | 50,961 | 48,263 | 45,333 | 4,909 | 4,525 | 4,167 | 1,551 (NA) 1,165
50 to 59 years.......| 23,061 ] 22,265 | 21,161 | 20,617 | 20,061 | 19,107 | 2,126 ( 1,970 | 1,867 807 (NA) 559
60 to 64 years.......| 9,432| 9,201| 8,666 | 8,544 | 8,300 7,852 793 822 744 226 (NA) 202
65 to 69 years.......| 8,575| 7,840 7,023| 7,649 | 7,054 | 6,338 851 725 626 217 (NA) 164
70 and 71 years......| 2,843| 2,503 | 2,420] 2,587 | 2,297 | 2,199 231 184 201 53 (NA) } 105
72 to 74 years.......| 3,516 3,199 3,045| 3,227 | 2,929 | 2,802 250 236 221 91 (NA)
75 years and over,...| 9,120| 8,291 7,600 8,337 | 7,622 7,035 658 588 508 157 (NA) 135
Male.............| 25,258 23,938 | 22,612 | 22,757 | 21,659 | 20,514 | 2,173 | 2,019 | 1,877 721 (NA) 552
50 to 59 years.......| 11,063| 10,671 | 10,158 | 9,928 | 9,644 | 9,196 988 912 865 387 (NA) 268
60 to 64 years.......| 4,418| 4,297 | 4,049 4,014 | 3,881 | 3,669 358 373 339 101 (NA) 96
65 to 69 years.......| 3,803( 3,474 | 3,137| 3,398 | 3,126 | 2,828 365 312 277 100 (NA) 79
70 and 71 years......| 1,215| 1,080| 1,037 1,103 986 938 98 82 87 27 (NA) } 49
72 to 74 years.......| 1,469| 1,330 1,284 1,337 | 1,208 1,176 111 106 99 35 (NA)
75 years and over....| 3,290| 3,086 | 2,947 | 2,977 | 2,814 | 2,707 253 234 210 71 (NA) 60
Female......o....| 31,287| 29,358 | 27,302 | 28,205 | 26,604 | 24,817 | 2,735 2,506 | 2,287 829 (NA) 613
50 to 59 years.......| 11,998| 11,594 | 11,004 | 10,689 | 10,417 | 9,911 | 1,138 1,058 1,001 420 (NA) 291
60 to 64 years.......| 5,014| 4,903 | 4,618 | 4,531 | 4,419 | 4,183 436 449 405 124 (NA) 106
65 to 69 years.......| 4,771 4,366 | 3,885| 4,251 | 3,928 | 3,510 486 412 349 118 (NA) 85
70 and 71 years......| 1,628 1,424 | 1,383 1,484 | 1,311] 1,261 132 102 112 26 (NA) } 56
72 to 74 years.......| 2,047| 1,867 | 1,760| 1,890 | 1,721 | 1,627 138 130 122 55 (NA)
75 years and over....| 5,829| 5,204 | 4,652 5,360 | 4,808 | 4,325 405 355 298 86 (NA) 75

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of{any race.
2March 1978. Current Population Survey.
3April 1, 1970,

Source:

1970 Census of Population, Vol., II, 1C, "Persons of Spanish Origin;

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 721;

"

and unpublished population estimates for 1978,
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was 68 percent. Although men usually marry at an older age,
they die at a younger age than women; on the average,
therefore, they spend a greater proportion of their lifetimes
in the married state.

Among older women, the major reason for being un-
married is the death of their husband. In 1978, 52 percent of
the women 65 years and over and 69 percent of those 75 and

over were widowed. Among men, the corresponding pro-
portions were 14 percent and 23 percent, respectively.

Older women 65 to 74 years old had borne an average
of 2.4 children. White women 65 to 74 years had borne
fewer children on the average than had Black women of the
same age. The figures were about 2.3 children for White
women and 2.7 for Black women.

Table 2. Family Status of Persons 55 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin, Age, and Sex:

March 1978
(Noninstitutional population. For meaning of symbols, see text)
55 years and over 55 to 64 years 65 to 74 years 75 years and over
Race, Spanish origin, and
family status Both Both Both Both
sexes Male | Female | sexes Male | Female | sexes Male |Female | sexes Male | Femsle
ALL RACES
Total.........thousands.. | 42,977 | 18,939 | 24,038 | 20,509 | 9,769 (10,740 | 14,269 | 6,080 | 8,189 | 8,199 | 3,090 5,109
Percent.......occ0c0eee 100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
In families.......covvcevunnaen 75.6 85.7 67.6 84.5 89.1 80.3 71.7 84.9 61.9 60.0 76.6 50.0
lead of family........ teseeen 40.8 81.3 8.8 45.4 85.5 8.9 38.9 79.9 8.5 32.4 70.8 9.2
Wife of head.cccevrecoocnnsen 27.9 e 49.9 35.0 v 66.8 26.2 “e 45.7 13.2 .. 21.2
Other family member....eceeee 6.9 4.4 8.8 4.1 3.6 4.6 6.6 5.0 7.7 14.4 5.8 19.6
Primary individualescececescese 23.0 12.6 31.3 .1 9.1 18.6 26.8 13.3 36.9 38.9 22.1 49.1
Living 8loN€...ccccevsvosnccce 22,2 11.9 30.3 13.4 8.4 18.0 26.0 12.8 35.8 37.7 21.3 47.6
Secondary individual........... 1.4 1.7 1.1 1.5 1.8 1.2 1.5 1.7 1.3 1.1 1.3 0.9
In group qUArters.....eceece. 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.3 0.2
WHITE
Total.........thousands.. | 38,846 | 17,110 | 21,736 | 18,530 | 8,861 | 9,669 | 12,836 | 5,441 | 7,395 | 7,480 | 2,808 4,672
Percent....cccicececcene 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 { 100.0 100.0
In familieB....cccecececncnccen 76,1 87.0 67.5 85.2 90.1 80.7 72,2 86.5 61.6 60.0 77.8 49.3
Head of family..ccceececncnes 40.8 83.0 7.7 45.4 86.6 7.6 39.2 82.6 7.2 32.6 72,6 8.5
Wife of he@d...ccecesosccncass 28.8 wes 51.4 36.0 vee 69.0 27.1 PN 47.1 13.7 ces 21,9
Other family member......cc.. 6.4 4.0 8.4 3.9 3.6 4.2 5.9 4.0 7.2 13.7 5.2 18.9
Primary individual.... cses 22.8 11.8 31.4 13.4 8.2 18.2 26.8 12.6 37.2 39.2 21,7 49.8
Living alone.,.... ceve 22,1 11.3 30.6 12,8 7.6 17.6 26.1 12,2 36.3 38.3 21.2 48.5
Secondary individual........... 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.4 1.7 1.1 1.1 0.9 1.2 0.8 0.5 0.9
In group qQUArters...ccccececes 0.3 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.3 0.1 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.2
BLACK
Total.........thousands.. | 3,666 | 1,597 | 2,069 | 1,736 778 958 | 1,306 575 731 624 244 380
Percent,..ceeceeeseeeses | 100,0 | 100,0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
In familie@S.eccccccccaccnccaace 69.7 72.7 67.4 75.5 76,2 74.8 66.8 71.0 63.5 59.9 65.6 56.3
Head of family..eccecvecsccas 39.9 64,6 20,7 45,1 73.0 22.4 36.4 57.6 19.8 32.5 54.5 18.2
Wife of he@d.cceseccacesncces 19.7 aee 35.0 24,7 voo 44,8 18.1 coe 32,4 9.3 ces 15.3
Other family member.......... 10.1 8.1 11.7 5.6 3.2 7.6 12,2 13.4 11,2 18.1 11.1 22.9
Primary individual.....cecoceee 26.5 20.7 31.0 22,0 20.2 23,5 28,1 19.8 34,5 35.9 24,6 43,2
Living 8lON€.c.ccceccsacccnsnse 244 18.8 28.7 20.5 17.9 22,7 25.7 18.3 31.5 32.7 23.4 38.7
Secondary individusl.....ccceee 3.7 6.6 1.6 2.5 3.6 1.8 5.1 9.2 2,1 4.2 9.8 0.5
In group quUAartersS....cecccecee 0.5 1.0 2) 0.1 0.3 - 0.8 1.6 0.1 0.8 2.0 -
SPANISH ORIGIN!
Total.........thousands.. 1,098 505 592 580 273 306 361 161 200 157 71 86
Percent.......c000..... | 100,0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
In familieB...ecccecvacocsnccas 82.0 87.1 77.7 87.2 91.9 83.3 78.1 85.1 72.5 71.3 (B) 69.8
Head of family...ooceeececnss 41.3 76.4 11.7 44,7 81.7 11.8 40,2 75.2 12.5 31.8 (B) 9.3
Wife of he@d.c.cecececcesonns 24,0 cee 44,6 30.7 ves 58.2 21.1 ves 38.0 6.4 cee 11.6
Other family member.......... 16.6 10.5 21.8 11.9 10.3 13.4 16.6 9.3 22,5 33.8 (B) 50.0
Primary individual.......cccc0s 16.0 11.9 19.9 10.9 6.6 14.7 20.5 15.5 25,0 24.8 (B) 26.7
Living 8lONe€...cccececccnccns (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Secondary individual........... 1.9 1.2 2.5 1.9 1.5 2.3 1.4 - 2,5 3.2 (B) 3.5
In group QUArters...c.cececece 0.6 - 1.2 0.2 - 0.3 1.1 - 2.0 1.3 (B) 2.3

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Source:

U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 338.




Table 3. Households With Head 55 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin, and Age: March 1978

(In thousands. Noninstitutional population)

Primary families Primary individuals
Race, Spanish origin,
Male head, | Female head,
and age of head AL Husband- no wife | no husband
households Total wife pr t pr Male Female

ALL RACES

Head, 55 years and over....... 27,408 17,503 14,851 541 2,111 2,380 7,527
55 to 64 YyeRrS.....cccicncnnccnnns 12,183 9,299 8,071 276 952 888 1,996
65 to 74 years.....cccecuvcncncsas 9,383 5,554 4,713 146 695 810 3,020
75 yoars and OVer.....c.cccoeseens 5,842 2,650 2,067 119 464 682 2,511
WHITE

Head, 55 years and over....... 24,710 15,859 13,748 452 1,659 2,017 6,835
55 to 64 yeArs.....cccoicncecncenn 10,884 8,402 7,439 232 731 723 1,759
65 to 74 years......ccocneeanncens 8,462 5,027 4,363 129 535 685 2,750
75 years and OVer......ccocucaeses 5,364 2,430 1,946 91 393 609 2,326
BLACK

Head, 55 years and over....... 2,431 1,459 958 73 428 331 642
55 to 64 years.......cov0reeiennns 1,163 781 528 40 213 157 225
65 to 74 years.......cocceenncsans 842 476 315 16 145 114 253
75 years and OVer.......ccceceeee. 426 202 115 17 70 60 164
SPANISH ORIGIN?

Head, 55 years and over....... 630 453 364 20 69 59 117
55 to 64 yeArs..........o.ieuengen 321 258 210 12 36 18 45
65 to 74 yORTS. .. ooveuinecrnnnnnn 220 145 116 4 25 25 49
75 years and OVer.....cccoeeacenes 89 50 38 4 8 16 23

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports,

Series P-20, No. 338,
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Table 4. Families With Head 55 Years and Over, by Age, Race, Spanish Origin of Head, Size of Family,
and Family Members by Age: March 1978

(In thousands.

Noninstitutional population.

For meaning of symbols, see text)

Race, Spanish origin, size

Head, 55 years and over

Head, 55 to 64 years

Head, 65 to 74 years

Head, 75 years and over

of ;:"u"' and age of A1l | Husband- | Female A1l| Husband- | Female All| Husband-| Pemale All| Husband-| Female
members fanilies wife| head| families wife| head| families wife| head| families vife head

ALL RACES
Size of Family

Total families..... 17,516 14,855 2,117 9,304 8,074 953 5,555 4,713 696 2,657 2,068 468
2 persons......... 12,116 10,278 1,455 5,437 4,637 601 4,408 3,802 505 2,21 1,839 349
3 persons......occcceacee 3,137 2,663 n 2,107 1,869 189 760 622 111 270 172 71
4 persons.....cecoveveeces 1,287 1,093 162 1,003 898 88 206 159 39 78 36 35
5 persons........ccec0cene 532 443 65 421 369 39 90 63 20 21 11 6
6 POrsons....covevvsonans 244 207 36 181 163 18 56 40 15 7 4 3
7 persons Or more........ 199 170 29 155 137 18 34 27 7 10 6 4
Age of Member

Total members.. 45,356 38,125| 5,803 26,059 22,626 | 2,725 13,211 10,977 | 1,845 6,086 4,522 1,233
Under 18 years...... 3,914 2,955 785 3,031 2,420 508 721 467 26 162 68 61
18 to 64 years...... 27,334 23,127 3,366 22,122 19,513 | 2,072 4,026 3,129 743 1,186 485 551
65 years and over........ 14,109 12,044 | 1,652 906 693 145 8,465 7,382 886 4,738 3,969 621
WHITE
Size of Family

Total families..... 15,867 13,748 | 1,664 8,404 7,439 73 5,028 4,363 536 2,435 1,946 397
2 persons......... .. 11,335 9,791 | 1,222 5,085 4,413 502 4,123 3,622 414 2,127 1,756 306
3 persons... . 2,762 2,397 278 1,885 1,708 136 648 541 81 229 148 61
4 persons....c.ccevennenn 1,053 928 102 861 790 60 138 111 20 54 27 22
5 PersonsS....c.ccecceceee 417 365 33 337 307 19 68 49 13 12 9 1
6 personS....cocccecences 183 163 19 138 129 9 38 30 7 7 4 3
7 persons Or more........ 115 104 10 97 92 5 12 10 1 6 2 4
Age of Member

Total members...... 39,871 34,404 | 4,281 22,828 20,319 1,920 11,568 9,884 | 1,343 5,475 4,201 1,018
Under 18 years........... 2,813 2,297 392 2,324 1,964 277 416 300 86 73 33 29
18 to 64 years......cc0v.. 24,171 20,908 | 2,551 19,735 17,750 | 1,535 3,424 2,735 555 1,012 423 461
65 years and over........ 12,887 11,198 | 1,337 768 604 108 7,729 6,849 702 4,390 3,745 527
BLACK
Size of Family

Total families..... 1,462 959 429 783 528 215 476 315 145 203 116 69
2 pPersons......ccocc0eeee 702 439 216 316 196 95 255 163 79 131 80 42
3 persons. 326 223 90 192 131 53 98 70 27 36 22 10
4 persons, 210 143 59 122 90 27 64 44 19 24 9 13
5 persons......... 9% 59 30 66 44 19 20 13 7 8 2 4
6 persons........... 56 41 15 39 32 7 17 9 8 - - -
7 persons Or MOre........ 72 54 19 47 3% 13 21 16 6 4 4 -
Age of Member

Total members...... 4,866 3,206 | 1,457 2,796 1,910 775 1,508 989 472 564 305 210
Under 18 years........... 1,003 584 379 639 394 227 288 157 123 76 33 29
18 to 64 years........... 2,746 1,847 781 2,038 1,446 512 546 %4 181 162 57 88
65 years and over........ 1,118 772 299 118 69 37 674 488 169 326 215 93
SPANISH ORIGIN®
Size of Family

Total families..... 454 365 69 259 210 36 145 117 25 50 38 8
2 persons......ccococ0ene 223 174 36 102 76 17 86 n 14 35 27 5
3 persons......ccce00cene 104 82 18 59 47 9 36 27 7 9 8 2
4 persons....... .. 55 45 8 42 36 6 9 7 1 4 2 1
5 persons......... e 32 28 4 22 20 1 9 7 3 1 1 -
6 persons......c.ec0000.- 19 16 3 16 13 3 3 3 - - - -
7 persons or more........ 22 21 - 19 19 - 3 2 - - -
Age of Member

Total members...... 1,457 1,185 210 917 m 113 417 3 77 123 93 20
Under 18 years.... ceee 287 232 46 225 191 3 56 38 12 6 3 3
18 to 64 years........... 863 699 128 666 559 80 166 121 40 31 19 8
65 years and over........ 307 255 36 27 22 2 194 163 25 86 70 9

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.



Table 5. Married Couples with Husbands 55 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin,
and Age of Husband and Wife: March 1978

For meaning of symbols, see text)

(In thousands. Noninstitutional population.

Age of wife
Race, Spanish origin, and
age of husband Under 25| 25 to 34| 35 to 44| 45 to 54| 55 to 59 |60 and 61| 62 to 64] 65 to 69| 70 to 74| 75 years
Total years yeoars years years years years years yeoars years| and over
ALL RACES
Husband, 55 years and over...| 14,971 6 45 281 3,026 3,695 1,293 1,776 2,288 1,458 1,105
55 to 59 years 4,373 3 27 179 2,142 1,673 169 93 67 18 2
1,523 1 5 34 342 739 215 116 56 12 3
2,216 - 4 31 295 685 405 537 215 33 13
2,787 2 ? 25 177 406 369 709 896 177 19
1,964 - 2 9 59 136 87 227 749 582 113
75 yoears and over................| 2,108 - - 3 11 56 48 9% 305 636 955
WHITE
Rusband, 55 years and over...| 13,841 6 35 232 2,752 3,448 1,196 1, 644 2,099 1,390 1,039
55 to 59 years......c.0i0veenne..| 4,042 3 22 150 1,980 1,565 159 86 S8 17 2
eeee| 1,399 1 5 31 306 689 201 109 46 9 2
..] 2,028 - 4 27 264 648 3an 488 184 32 9
.| 2,575 2 2 18 151 37 342 669 827 170 19
..| 1,818 - 2 5 45 121 i 204 701 553 108
7S years and OVer.........ccveues 1,979 - - 1 6 50 43 88 283 609 899
BLACK
Husband, 55 years and over... 972 - 9 39 217 213 n 116 175 66 58
213 - 5 25 128 90 9 6 9 1 -
100 - - 2 30 40 6 7 10 3 1
158 - - 3 27 33 27 42 23 1 1
65 to 69 years....... 195 - 4 6 20 29 24 37 68 7 -
70 to 74 years....... 128 - - 2 ? 14 8 20 44 27 6
75 years and OVer........cc.oc0ee 118 - - 1 5 7 3 4 21 27 50
BPANISH ORIGIN?
Husband, 55 years and over... 381 - 2 18 116 85 32 3?7 50 30 12
55 to 59 years.........c0n0nennn 134 - 1 10 82 27 S 3 4 2 -
60 and 61 years...... 3l - - 2 11 11 4 2 1 - -
62 to 64 years..... 48 - - 4 8 20 6 7 'Y - -
65 to 69 years..... 82 - 1 1 12 19 13 17 15 3 1
70 to 74 years....... 42 - - 1 3 4 3 5 14 8 4
75 yoears and OVer.......c.oeveess 44 - - - - 4 1 3 12 17 7
ipersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.
Source: U.8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 338.
Table 6. Marital Status of Persons 55 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin, Sex, and Age: March 1978
(In thousands. Noninstitutional population)
Male Female
Race, Spanish origin, and age Married, | Married, Married, | Married,
wife wife husband | husband
Total Single present absent Widowed | Divorced Total 8ingle present absent Widowed Divorced
ALL RACES
55 years and Over........c.000. 18,939 1,024 14,972 528 l,6i2 803 24,038 1,347 12,104 585 8,889 1,114
55 to 64 years......... cesseae 9,769 529 8,113 280 a2 534 10,740 519 7,219 340 1,972 690
. 6,080 347 4,751 182 589 212 8,189 538 3,780 179 3,376 k%)
esseces 3,090 148 2,108 66 7 57 5,109 290 1,105 66 3,541 107
WHITE
55 years and OvVer.........ocees 17,110 903 13,840 345 1,354 668 21,736 1,246 11,264 39 7,875 956
. 8,861 474 7,469 191 m 455 9,669 462 6,706 2146 1,697 589
5,441 298 4,392 106 47 174 7,395 500 3,517 122 2,985 270
75 years and Over..........c0000e00 2,808 13 1,979 48 612 39 4,672 284 1,041 58 3,193 97
BLACK
55 years and over......cccecvee 1,597 106 972 175 223 122 2,069 97 734 179 905 154
55 to 64 years.... 778 50 531 85 38 74 958 54 433 19 253 99
65 to 74 years.. 575 39 323 72 109 33 3 37 243 52 354 45
75 years and OVer........ceoeeceveee 264 17 118 18 76 15 380 6 58 8 298 10
SPANISH ORIGIN!
55 years and over.........cc0.. 505 22 382 33 41 27 592 32 282 43 193 43
55 t0 64 yOArS.....c.0ceniierrrcncane 273 9 213 21 12 17 306 1 186 29 53 27
65 to 74 years.... .. ceserecee 161 7 125 9 11 9 200 17 84 12 74 13
75 years and over...... vecsesane n 5 &4 3 18 1 86 4 12 2 QG 3

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Source: U.S. Departaent of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 338.
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Table 7. Number of Children Ever Born to Women 65 to 69 and 70 to 74 Years, by Race and Spanish

Origin: June 1975

(For meaning of symbols, see text)

Children ever born
Race, Spanish origin, and age Women ever married Number Per 1,000 women
(thousands) (thousands) ever married

ALL RACES

65 to 74 years......c0ocee0nnons 7,142 16,910 2,368
65 to 69 years.....ccoecccescascces 4,148 9,642 2,324
70 to 74 years......eccecececsacace 2,994 7,268 2,428
WHITE

65 to 74 years.....cce000c0n00s 6,471 15,058 2,327
65 to 69 Years....ccececccccnnscocs 3,718 8,448 2,272
70 to 74 years.....ccvevvvsececnons 2,753 6,610 2,401
BLACK

65 to 74 years.....cceceeccccnce 612 1,643 2,685
65 to 69 yeBrs..c.ceecececcesccsnne 394 1,082 2,746
70 to 74 years....c.ceececceccccccce 218 561 2,573
SPANISH ORIGIN?

65 to 74 years.....ccec00cenese 154 644 4,182
65 to 69 YeArsS..cccceceececoccanccns 86 289 3,360
70 to 74 years.....cceeccceecocacne 68 355 (B)

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Source:
Population Survey data.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, unpublished 1975 Current



Institutional Population

Approximately 1 million persons 65 years old and over lived
in long-term care institutions in 1976 (96 percent of these
persons were in nursing homes). Few other elderly persons
lived in institutions. This figure is about the same as that in
1970 and represents about 6 percent of the population 65

and over.

were over 80 years old.

Table 8. Inmates of Long-Term Care Institutions, by Race, Sex, and Age: 1976

As a result of differing mortality between the sexes,
women not only greatly outnumber men among the older
population generally, but particularly among the population
living in institutions. In 1976, women outnumbered men in
institutions by more than 2 to 1. Of all institutionalized
persons, 66 percent were over 65 years old and 41 percent

65 to 18 to Less than Age not
Race and sex Total 99 years 64 years 18 years reported
NUMBER
All races.....cccevceevecnns 1,550,100 1,027,850 334,120 151,530 36,600
MBle.c.ceoocacocrcssccssonncnans 596,820 322,530 182,420 85,410 6,450
FEMAle...eceeeococosccssssasance 947,880 703,150 151,250 64,750 28,730
White..ocoveocecoccoracanses 1,410,020 970,070 292,750 115,350 31,850
T - 524,850 299,040 158,210 63,580 4,010
Female....cooeeecresccccossscensas 885,170 671,030 134,540 51,760 27,840
Other racesS....c.cceeeecesse 134,670 55,610 40,920 34,810 3,330
MBle...vovsccesoceccasacancsscnas 71,970 23,490 24,210 21,820 2,440
Female..coeosesersosessrsassscane 62,710 32,120 16,710 12,990 890
Not reported..c.cceecccecess 5,410 2,170 450 1,380 1,420
PERCENT
All races.......cco00veeeeeen 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Male...o.ooeaiecoavasaccacncosne 38.5 31.4 54.6 56.4 17.6
Female...ceoocevoccsaosacoscasnss 61.1 68.4 45.3 42.7 78.5
White...eoeeeececcncoconsans 91.0 94.4 87.6 76.1 87.0
MBle...csocecccssacocassacocanas 33.9 29.1 47.4 42.0 11.0
Female.e.oocecovoccoscsnsscasscne 57.1 65.3 40.3 34.2 76.1
Other races......eecececesee 8.7 5.4 12.2 23.0 9.1
MBle..seoerocscoaracacsscocancse 4.6 2.3 7.2 14.4 6.7
FEMAle...cceevecesccocscoccnnans 4.0 3.1 5.0 8.6 2.4
Not reported....c.cceececeeee 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.9 3.9

Source: U,S. Department of Commerce, Bureau

No. 69.

of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-23,
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Table 9. Inmates of Long-Term Care Institutions, by Type of Institution and Age: 1976

65 years old and over
Type of facility 65 to 80 years
Totall Total 79 years and over
NUMBER
Total..ceceeeoseceocoenscccccccnns 1,550,100 1,027,850 390,720 637,130
Nursing hOmeS.....cccececccesccsocccccs 1,182,670 989,340 368,370 620,970
Physically handicapped...ccccccceccccse 37,780 2,280 1,360 920
PsychiatriC.ccececceccsccacoscscsconces 65,400 4,540 3,890 650
Mentally handicapped.....ccecocecveccces 189,210 5,690 4,370 1,320
All Other....ececeesescscsscacsscsansee 75,060 26,010 12,740 13,270
PERCENT
TotBleeeecerocsoccosancosascnsens 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Nursing homes......ceceeececvescacccces 76.3 96.3 94.3 97.5
Physically handicapped...c.ccoecceccces 2.4 0.2 0.3 0.1
PsychiatricC....c.ccoceccoccoccsccccccnscs 4,2 0.4 1.0 0.1
Mentally handicapped...cccoceccccsceccecs 12,2 0.6 1.1 0.2
All Other....cceveececescsccssasanscane 4.8 2.5 3.3 2.1

1Total includes persons who did not report on age,

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-23,
No. 69,




Nativity and Parentage

The age distribution of the foreign-born population in the
United States reflects the immigration policies of the past
century. Following World War |, immigration from abroad
was sharply curtailed. One result of that change in policy is
the present concentration of foreign-born persons in the
upper age range. In 1970, about one-third of all foreign-born

persons living in the United States were 65 years or over and
they made up about 15 percent of the total population of
that age. Since 1970, mortality in particular has tended to
reduce these proportions. In 1975, about one-fourth of the
foreign-born were 65 and over and they made up approxi-
mately 12 percent of the age group.

Table 10. Nativity and Parentage of the Total Population and the Population 65 Years and Over, by Sex: 1970

Nativity and parentage Total Male Female
TOTAL POPULATION
All BBOBeccoccecccosorssccsssssccssssscnns 203,210 98,882 104,328
Medi8n 8ge...cceccsrcscccsccvacccacscanas 28.1 26.8 29.3
Persons 65 years 8nd OVer...cceceecccccns 20,101 8,436 11,665
Percent of all BBEBccccccsscevscsscse 9.9 8.5 11.2
NATIVE OF NATIVE PARENTAGE
All BEEB..cccvcccrscscscssossscscscaccncasn 169,635 82,989 86,646
Median 8ge...ccececsccccsccccascccsscsnns 24,4 23.5 25.3
Persons 65 years and OVer......ccccececeee 13,126 5,440 7,686
Percent Of 8ll 8BEB...cccevescccoccss 7.7 6.6 8.9
NATIVE OF FOREIGN OR MIXED PARENTAGE
All BBCBococccccscvsscsccssccscscsosccccsnsce 23'956 11)489 129467
Median 8ge....ccceecsccccovccscsccsccccns 47.3 46,2 48.2
Persons 65 years 8Nnd OVer.c.cecececccsccce 3,900 1,606 2,293
Percent Of 8ll 8EE@B.cccccscococccccss 16.3 14,0 18.4
FOREIGN BORN
All AgeB.ceccscccccscsscnscsccscsessoccsssons 9)619 49404 5’216
Median age.cocecesccscccscrccraccccacccss 52,0 52.2 51.9
Persons 65 years 8nd OVer..cccececccccsee 3,075 1,389 1,686
Percent of all ag@Bi.cesccccscsccccss 32,0 31.5 32.3

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census of Population, Vol. II, 1A,

"National Origin and Language .
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Table 11. Country of Origin of the Foreign-Born Population 14 Years and Over and 65 Years and Over,

by Age: July 1975

(In thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

65 years and over

Total,

Country of origin 14 years 65 to 74 75 years
and over Total years and over
Total, foreign borN...ccccee. 9,777 2,625 1,339 1,285
ChinB,.cccecesccccssccoossccosccnses 290 61 45 17
Cuba‘.....‘...............00-..--.. 453 61 48 13
FranCe.cceecssccccsccccssscssconass 118 20 8 12
GeIMANY.eoseocosscccossesscsccccass 871 283 161 122
Greece....‘.......0....0‘....l..... 160 55 20 35
Italy......‘..,..O‘........O....... 887 406 172 234
Japan....0..‘..0.‘.....0.........‘. 212 30 12 18
KOTeBaeeesossasoseesssossscsosssnsane 136 10 6 4
MeX1COeeeeecossvresaccoscccssocnnsne 1'131. 135 77 58
Phi11ipineS.cceccscscccccccccesccans 301 36 32 4
Portugal...............-..........; 133 27 19 8

Other foreign born and
Not reported..ccccecccccccocces 5,083 1,501 740 761

Source: U,S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, unpublished 1975 Current Population

Survey data,



Mobility and Residence

The majority (62 percent) of Americans 65 and over live in
the Nation’s metropolitan areas. About equal proportions
live in the central cities and the remainders of the met-
ropolitan areas. Not many choose to change residente;
only a small proportion move each year. Of the older
Americans who moved between 1975 and 1978, nearly
one-half remained within the same SMSA while about

one-fourth remained outside SMSA's. In this 3-year period,
only about 14 percent of Americans 65 years and over
moved to a different house. Within the age group, mobility
was greater for those 65 to 74 years (15 percent) than for
those 75 and over (12 percent). Men and women were about
equally likely to have moved during the period.

Table 12. Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Residence of Persons 55 Years and Over, by Sex and Age:

March 1978
(Numbers in thousands. Noninstitutional populationm)
Both sexes Male Female
Residence Total, Total, Total,
55 years 55 to 65 to | 75 years | 55 years 55 to 65 to | 75 years | 55 years 55 to 65 to| 75 years
and over | 64 years| 74 years | and over | and over | 64 years | 74 years | and over | and over | 64 years | 74 years | and over
NUMBER
TOtBlicitteecosecensoccccanes 42,977 20,509 14,269 8,199 18,939 9,769 6,080 3,090 24,038 10,740 8,189 5,109
Metropolitan....... 27,557 13,557 8,984 5,016 12,019 6,471 3,726 1,822 15,536 7,086 5,257 3,193
12,580 5,880 4,234 2,466 5,304 2,732 1,689 883 7,276 3,149 2,545 1,582
14,977 7,677 4,750 2,550 6,715 3,739 2,037 939 8,260 3,937 2,712 1,611
15,418 6,951 5,284 3,183 6,920 3,297 2,355 1,268 8,502 3,655 2,930 1,917
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
64,1 66.1 63.0 61.2 63.5 66,2 61.3 59.0 64.6 66.0 64.2 62.5
29.3 28.7 29.7 30.1 28.0 28.0 27.8 28.6 30.3 29.3 31.1 31.0
Outside central city 3%.8 37.4 33.3 31.1 35.5 38.3 33.5 30.4 3.6 36.7 33.1 31.5
Nonmetropolitan........ 35.9 33.9 37.0 38.8 36.5 33.7 38.7 41.0 35.4 3.0 35.8 37.5

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 331.

13



14

Table 13. Mobility of Persons 55 Years Old and Over, by Sex and Age: March 1975 to March 1978

(In thousands. Noninstitutional population.

For meaning of symbols, see text)

Both sexes Male Female

Mobility status Total, Total, Total,
55 years 55 to 65 to | 75 years | 55 years 55 to 65 to | 75 years |55 years 55 to 65 to| 75 years
and over |64 years | 74 years |and over | and over years | 74 years | and over |and over | 64 years | 74 years | and over
TOtlleceeeocsassoccssacnsnnne 42,977 20,509 14,269 8,199 18,939 9,769 6,080 3,090 24,038 10,740 8,189 5,109
Same house (nonmovers)..... 36,384 16,999 12,167 7,218 16,124 8,157 5,204 2,763 20,259 8,841 6,962 4,456
Central cities of SMSA's, 10,647 4,869 3,619 2,159 4,518 2,29 1,450 774 6,131 2,576 2,169 1,386
Balance of SMSA's... 12,732 6,462 4,072 2,198 5,757 3,164 1,758 835 6,975 3,298 2,314 1,363
Outside SMSA'S....ccececncooccane 13,003 5,668 4,475 2,860 5,850 2,700 1,996 1,154 7,154 2,968 2,479 1,707

Different house in the U.8.

[ 6,462 3,410 2,088 964 2,755 1,565 868 322 3,707 1,845 1,220 642
2,881 1,551 892 438 1,172 696 337 139 1,709 855 555 299
within central cityl,.. 1,298 660 445 193 518 282 170 66 780 38 275 127
Within balance of SMSA,........ 1,034 593 276 165 432 285 97 50 602 308 179 115
Central city to balance of SMSA 39 208 131 52 157 90 54 13 235 118 77 40
Balance of SMSA to central city 159 90 40 29 66 39 16 11 93 51 24 18
Between SMBA'S........ . 8% 442 299 153 391 200 134 57 503 242 165 96
Between central citie . 166 7% 53 39 69 26 24 19 97 48 29 20
Between balances of SMBA's..... 346 175 105 66 150 80 43 27 194 9% 61 39
Central city to balance of SMSA 251 120 100 31 111 53 52 6 139 66 48 25
Balance of SMSA to central city 132 4 41 17 60 40 15 5 72 34 26 12
From outside SMSA's to SMSA's.... 280 141 90 49 126 75 39 12 152 65 50 37
To central cities.....cccecucee 111 59 32 20 47 30 11 6 63 29 21 13
To balance of SMSA'S...ccccveeee 169 81 58 30 80 45 29 6 90 37 29 24
From SMSA's to outside SMSA's.... 573 328 194 51 255 145 90 20 318 183 104 31
From central cities.....ccccens 280 150 105 25 123 65 49 9 160 86 57 17
From balance of SMSA's, .ee 293 178 89 26 133 81 41 11 158 97 47 14
Outside SMSA's at both dates..... 1,832 948 612 272 809 448 267 9% 1,024 500 345 179
Movers from abro&d.......cceeoeeesee 131 100 15 16 60 47 8 5 72 53 7 12
To central cities of SMSA' ces 67 54 4 9 26 21 3 2 40 3 1 6
To balance of SMSA'S....c...cc000s 54 38 8 8 28 22 4 2 25 16 4 5
To outside S8MBA'S......ccoe0cenee 10 7 3 - 6 4 2 - 6 4 2 -

!Includes movers between central cities of the same SMSA's.

Source: U.S. Department of Cosmerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 331.
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Table 14. Years of School Completed by Persons 65 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin, and Sex:

March 1978

(Numbers in thousands,

Noninstitutional population)

All races White Black Spanish origin?
Years of school completed
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
NUMBER
Total, 65 years and over..... 9,170 13,298 8,249 12,067 819 1,111 233 286
Elementary: Less than 5 years..... 989 1,163 649 818 307 305 96 136
5to7 years....cc00se 1,505 1,838 1,264 1,524 215 289 40 59
8 yeRArS...ccc00cccenne 1,959 2,867 1,861 2,697 78 158 27 27
High school: 1 to 3 years.......... 1,371 2,219 1,280 2,027 84 179 21 20
4 yeBYB..eivsncnncronn 1,746 3,118 1,649 2,980 82 113 26 26
College: 1 to3 years..cccvveee 740 1,166 707 1,126 33 36 7 8
4 years or mOre....... 859 926 838 894 21 30 15 9
PERCENT
Total, 65 years and over..... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Elementary: Less than 5 years..... 10.8 8.7 7.9 6.8 37.5 27.5 41,2 47.6
5 to 7 years.....ceceee. 16.4 13.8 15.3 12,6 26.3 26.0 17.2 20.6
8 yeArs....cccceeenceel 21,4 21.6 22,6 22,4 9.5 14.2 11.6 9.4
High school: 1 to 3 years 15.0 16.7 15.5 16.8 10.3 16,1 9.0 7.0
4 years...... 19.0 23.4 20,0 24,7 10.0 10,2 11.2 9.1
College: 1 to 3 years.....eeeee 8.1 8.8 8.6 9.3 4.0 3.2 3.0 2.8
4 years Or mOre....... 9.4 7.0 10.2 7.4 2,6 2,7 6.4 3.1

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race,

Source: U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, unpublished Current Population Survey data.
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Table 15. Voting and Registration of Persons 65 Years and Over, by Sex and Age: November 1978

(Number in thousands.

Civilian noninstitutional population)

Reported registered Reported voted Reported that they did not vote?!
Not registered
Sex and age
Do not know
and not reported
Total Number| Percent Number | Percent Total | Registered Total? on registration
Both sexes, 65 years
and Over......eceeeeee 23,001 16,752 72.8 12,868 55.9 10,133 3,884 6,251 1,286
65 to 69 years.......cec0c0.00 8,469 6,449 76.1 5,159 60.9 3,309 1,291 2,020 405
70 to 74 years.....oec00000ee 6,260 4,686 74.9 3,699 59.1 2,562 986 1,576 301
75 years and OVer.......ec.e. 8,272 5,617 67.9 4,010 48.5 4,262 1,607 2,655 580
Male, 65 years and over.. 9,482 7,361 77.6 5,940 62.6 3,543 1,421 2,121 493
65 to 69 years......ocec0000e 3,757 2,995 79.7 2,497 66.5 1,260 499 761 161
70 to 74 years....cccovecenee 2,647 2,081 78.6 1,701 64.3 946 379 566 130
75 years and OVer........coee 3,078 2,285 74.2 1,742 56.6 1,337 543 794 202
Pemale, 65 years and over 13,518 9,390 69.5 6,927 51.2 6,591 2,462 4,126 792
65 to 69 years.......cec0u0.n 4,711 3,453 73.3 2,662 56.5 2,050 791 1,258 243
70 to 74 years......coc000..- 3,613 2,605 72.1 1,998 55.3 1,615 607 1,007 171
75 years and Over..........e0 5,194 3,332 64.2 2,268 43.7 2,926 1,064 1,861 378
lIncludes persons who were recorded as "do not know" and "not reported” on voting.
2Includes persons who were recorded as "do not know" and "not reported" on registration.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 332.
Table 16. Voting and Registration of Persons 65 Years and Over, by Race and Spanish Origin:
November 1978
(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population. For meaning of symbols, see text)
Congressional elections Presidential elections
Race and Spanish origin
1978 1974 1970 1966 1976 1972 1968 1964
Total, 65 years and over..... 23,001 20,955 19,141 17,817 22,001 20,074 18,468 17,269
PERCENT REPORTED VOTED
TOtBl...ceooeennncacsoananans 55.9 51.4 57.0 56.1 62.2 63.5 65.8 66.3
White...eoeeeevenecosocccasscscsnns 57.2 52.8 58.6 57.9 63.2 64.8 67.4 68.1
BlacK..eoeeeoecoacesosccssanosancos 45.6 38.5 39.3 35.3 54.3 50.6 49.9 45.3
Spanish originl......cccvveiviiannn. 2.9 28.1 (NA) (NA) 29.9 26.7 (NA) (NA)
PERCENT REPORTED REGISTERED
TOtBl.ueeeeeroenoonoseanncens 72.8 70.2 73.7 73.9 71.4 75.6 75.6 (NA)
White..ceeeorosonoononssosacccnnsas 73.7 71.2 75.0 75.5 72.5 76.5 77.1 (NA)
BlacK..ecevoeoossesnccnccsoscncnese 67.6 62.9 61.5 56.2 64.5 67.9 62.7 (NA)
Spanish originl......cceviiiiiaannns 33.5 37.8 (NA) (NA) 36.5 3.7 (NA) (NA)

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 332.




Labor Force Participation, Employment Status,
and Occupation and Industry

Service industries employed the largest proportion of older
nonagricultural workers in 1978. Approximately 34 percent
of employed men 65 years and over and 51 percent of the
employed women of that age worked in services such as
business and repair services, doctors’ offices and hospitals,
education, or other professional services. Retail trade
employed the next highest proportion of older workers—19
percent of the men and 26 percent of the women.

Manufacturing industries employed the highest proportion
(32 percent) of men in the next younger age group (55 to 64
years old); service industries remained the predominant
category for women workers of this age.

At age 55 and over, twice the proportion of men as
women are in the labor force—48 percent and 23 percent,
respectively. Within this broad age range, however, there is a
large difference in the worker proportions of younger and
older persons. Among men, the worker proportion drops
from about 83 percent of those 55 to 59 years old to a figure
about one-fourth of that, about 21 percent, for those 65
years and over. A similarly precipitous decline in labor force
participation occurs among women, with the proportions

dropping from 49 percent of those 55 to 59 years to about 8
percent of those aged 65 and over. At the older ages, of
course, the major reason for persons leaving the labor force is
retirement from a job, especially for men. In 1978, about 75
percent of men 55 and over who were not in the labor force
had retired. An additional 10 percent (1 million men) were
unable to work. Retirement also takes a large number of
women out of the labor force at these ages, but since a
smaller proportion of women are employed before reaching
the usual retirement ages, the extent to which retirement
reduces their level of labor force participation is not as great
as it is among men.

Among employed persons 55 years and over, the age
distributions of men and women are remarkably similar. In
1978, about one-half of both employed men and women of
this age range fell in the 55-to-59-year age group; only about
20 percent were 65 and over. Employed men 55 to 59 years
old were about equally distributed between white-collar and
blue-collar occupations. Employed women of this age were
predominantly employed in white-collar occupations (57
percent) and only about 16 percent were engaged in

Table 17. Major Industry Group of Employed Persons 65 Years and Over and 55 to 64 Years, by Sex:

1978 Annual Average
(Excludes agricultural and private household workers. Noninstitutional population. For meaning of symbols, see text)
Both sexes Male Female

Industry group 65 years 55 to 64 65 years 55 to 64 65 years 55 to 64
and over and over years and over years
Employed, total.........thousands.. 2,454 10,616 1,576 6,528 879 4,089
POrcent..cccecccccocccccccscccnces 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
MANANE.cecoeecocossocasncsncssacsscnconsse 0.5 0.8 0.7 1.2 0.2 0.2
CoONStruUCtioN.cccecccccsscscsrcsscncacscne 5.8 5.8 8.5 8.8 0.8 1.0
Manufacturing.ececceceees cesecssrtsace coee 11.4 27.1 12.9 31.5 8.8 19.9
Transportation and public utilities...... 3.9 7.1 5.1 9.4 1.8 3.3
Tradeccecocecee cesesescsscscsscccsresasae 25.9 18.8 25.1 17.4 27.4 21.1
WholeS8le..coscecsocaccocscsanans cecene 4.9 4.0 6.5 5.3 2.0 o

Retailecccccccoccocnccee cesecssssserans 21.0 14.8 18.6 12.1 25.5 1
Finance, insurance, and real estate...... 7.7 5.9 8.5 5.5 6.3 6.4
Miscellaneous service..ccececess cesesnces 40.3 27.9 34.4 18.6 50.7 42.8
Business and repair..ccecceces. cecesssee . 5.9 3.3 7.5 3.8 3.1 2.4
Personal, excluding private household... 6.6 3.0 4.7 1.7 10.1 5.0
Entertainment and recreatioN..ccecesces 1.8 0.8 2.1 0.9 1.4 0.6
Medical, except hospital..ccececececcscce 5.2 3.3 3.9 1.6 7.7 6.0
HoSPitalB.eceeecocnscocococcccssoncnens 3.4 3.9 1.6 1.4 6.5 7.8
Welfare and religiouS....veeccee cseene . 5.3 1.9 3.9 1.5 7.8 2.7
Education..ccevececscesccnncs [ 6.6 9.1 4.6 4.9 10.0 15.9
Other professional.ceeccecccsscs secsses 5.3 2.5 5.9 2.6 4.1 2.4
Forestry and fisheries......ceecvecccce 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 - (2)
Public administration.eceeeccsse cesseens .o 4.6 6.7 4.9 7.6 3.9 5.2

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, unpublished 1978 Current Population Survey data.
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blue-collar occupations. More women than men were em-
ployed in service occupations, but more men than women
worked in farm occupations. Among the 3 million workers
65 years and over, white-collar occupations clearly pre-
dominated for both men and women.

Men maintaining families, comprising the majority of men
55 years and over, exhibit employment and labor force
characteristics similar to those of all men in the age group. In
1978, about one-haif of the men 55 years and over
maintaining families were in the labor force, and the vast
majority of these were employed. Within the 55-and-over
group, younger men are more likely to be active in the labor
force (three-fourths of those 55 to 64 in 1978), while the
older men are more likely to be retired (62 percent of those
65 and over in 1978). Only about 21 percent of men 65 and
over maintaining families were employed in 1978.

Women 55 years and over who maintained families with
no husband present in 1978, were less likely to be employed
than to be keeping house; 29 percent were employed while
55 percent were keeping house. Only about 5 percent of all
women of this age group maintaining families reported
being retired. Among women 65 years and over maintaining
families, only about 9 percent were employed.

The means of transportation to work of working persons
65 years and over is of interest both because of concerns of
energy conservation and because such information indicates
accessibility of older persons to means of transportation. In
1975, a majority of working men (about 62 percent) drove
alone to work in a private automobile or truck, while nearly
one-half of the working women (46 percent) drove to work
alone. About one-third of the women used either public
transportation or some means other than a private
automobile.

Table 18. Labor Force Status and Major Activity of Persons 55 Years and Over, by Race, Sex, and Age:

1978 Annual Average
(Numbers in th ds. Noninstitutional population)
Civilian labor force Not in labor force by major reason
Race, sex, and age Percent of Percent Keeping Unable to All
Total population unemployed Total house work other

ALL RACES

Male, 55 years and over...... 9,126 47.6 2.6 10,061 224 1,010 8,827
55 t0 59 years.....c.ccevcuonense 4,404 82.7 2.2 919 18 298 602
60 to 64 years....... cesesesssenn 2,760 63.0 2.9 1,621 28 235 1,358
65 years and Over......soeccees eee 1,962 20.7 3.1 7,521 178 477 6,867

Female, 55 years and over.... 5,674 23.3 3.3 18,686 15,348 785 2,555
55 t0 59 yeArs....ccceseccecccacs 2,871 49.1 3.3 2,978 2,622 98 259
60 to 64 years.....cccvcecsiencas 1,693 33.9 3.4 3,298 2,826 116 356
65 years and Over......coceeeeees 1,110 8.2 3.3 12,410 9,900 571 1,940
WHITE

Male, 55 years and over...... 8,277 47.8 2.4 9,042 186 839 8,017
55 to 59 years.....cccccncn00ncnn 3,999 83.3 1.9 799 16 250 533
60 to 64 years.....cceceeeecocsen 2,519 63.3 3.0 1,460 22 202 1,236
65 years and OVer.......cceeesees 1,759 20.6 2.8 6,783 148 387 6,248

Female, 55 years and over.... 5,053 23.0 3.0 16,952 14,081 623 2,248
55 to 59 years.......cccecuecenne 2,573 49.1 2.9 2,666 2,371 70 225
60 to 64 years......cccevoeecenne 1,514 33.6 3.1 2,994 2,589 92 313
65 years 8nd OVer......ccoveecaee 966 7.9 3.2 11,292 9,121 461 1,710
BLACK

Male, 55 years and over...... 737 45.5 4.3 885 32 156 697
55 to 59 years......cce0cec0ennon 347 75.9 5.1 110 2 46 62
60 to 64 YeRTB....coveveveveannce 213 59.8 1.9 143 5 30 108
65 years and OVer.......ccqececee 177 21.9 5.5 632 25 80 527

Female, 55 years and over,... 564 26.8 6.2 1,543 1,131 152 260
55 to 59 years........cie0nenanns 266 49.8 7.1 269 216 26 27
60 to 64 years......ccocevecsenne 163 37.2 6.2 275 211 24 40
65 years and over......... cecssee 135 11.9 4.4 999 704 102 193

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Buployment and Earnings, Vol. 26, No. 1, and unpublished 1978

Current Population Survey data.




Table 19. Major Occupation Group of Employed Persons 55 Years and Over, by Sex and Age:

21

1978 Annual Average
(In thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)
Male Female
Major occupation group Total, Total,
55 years 55 to 60 and 62 to 65 to | 70 years | 55 years 55 to 60 and 62 to 65 to| 70 years
and over | 59 years| 61 years | 64 years | 69 years | and over | and over | 59 years | 61 years | 64 years | 69 years| and over
TOt8lececessscenocosscancanes 8,891 4,308 1,320 1,361 1,119 783 5,486 2,17 807 829 675 398
White-collar workers...ccccecececes 3,904 1,913 557 608 490 336 3,124 1,639 458 478 338 211
Professional, technical, and

kindred workers.....eecceccscsce 1,122 549 152 175 151 95 695 355 114 m 69 46
Managers, and administrative,

@XCePt fAMM.cccccetesscssccssnns 1,523 787 217 232 173 114 431 222 59 61 53 36
Sales workers....cceeceees 677 291 105 121 88 72 424 191 47 75 69 42
Clerical and kindred workers..... 580 286 82 80 78 54 1,574 870 238 232 148 86

Blue-collar workerseeeccceess ees 3,647 1,858 557 510 329 193 865 491 128 126 86 3
Craft and kindred workers........ 1,737 993 270 237 153 84 103 55 16 13 15 4
Operative, except transport.. 814 418 150 151 68 27 684 395 98 101 66 24
Transport equipment operative 454 244 72 64 49 25 26 16 6 2 2 -
Laborers, except farf...ccsecccee 441 203 65 58 59 56 54 25 9 10 3 7

Bervice workers....c..... . 869 327 131 131 164 116 1,382 592 208 211 228 143
Private household workers........ 6 1 3 - 1 1 352 106 42 56 83 65
8ervice workers, excluding

private household....ccccovvccnsee 862 326 128 130 163 115 1,031 486 166 156 145 78

FArm wOrkers...cccceececccece 672 210 76 112 136 138 114 54 14 13 23 10

532 165 62 88 103 114 55 25 2 7 12 9
Farm laborers and supervisors.... 140 45 14 24 33 24 59 29 12 6 1 1
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, unpublished 1978 Current Population Survey data.
Table 20. Employment Status of Primary Family Heads 55 Years and Over, by Race,
Sex, and Age: 1978 Annual Average
(In thousands. Noninstitutional population)
In labor force Not in labor force
Race, sex, and age Keeping Unable AN
Total Total Employed Total house to work Retired other
ALL RACES
Male heads, 55 yea:
and OVer......cvveecerroaccnee 15,750 7,976 7,763 7,774 103 752 5,757 1,162
55 to 64 years......... 8,379 6,333 6,181 2,046 28 410 1,189 419
65 years and OVer.ec..cecceccscscane 7,371 1,643 1,582 5,728 75 342 4,568 743
Female heads, 55 years
2,231 664 636 1,567 1,234 96 103 135
55 to 64 years. 996 543 521 453 381 18 12 42
65 years and over.......... 1,235 121 115 1,114 853 78 91 93
WHITE
Male heads, 55 years
ANd OVer....ccececcssnncssscns 14,478 7,347 7,159 7,132 88 654 5.366 1,023
55 to 64 years...... cevesscnaes 7,717 5,849 5,715 1,868 24 359 1,119 366
65 years and OVer..cecccceccsescnscs 6,761 1,498 1,404 5,264 64 295 4,207 657
Female heads, 55 years
ANd OVer...ccccccescssccccaane 1,756 531 510 1,225 980 64 84 94
55 to 64 years........ 760 439 421 321 277 8 9 26
65 years and OVer..ccccscccccssceces 996 92 89 904 703 56 75 68
BLACX
Male heads, 55 years
and over ceccccssssnseans 1,100 539 519 562 12 91 336 123
55 to 64 years... ceesenes 574 415 400 160 3 47 60 48
65 years and OVer.....cececcesssnss 526 124 119 402 9 o4 274 75
Female heads, 55 years
ANd OVeT.ceectsonrcccacscccnsne 440 125 118 315 236 30 14 37
55 years to 64 years 221 98 93 123 97 10 2 15
65 years and Over...ccccceccscsncns 219 27 25 192 137 20 12 22

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau

of the Census, unpublished 1978 Current Population Survey data.
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Table 21. Means of Transportation to Work of Employed Persons 65 Years and Over, by Sex and

Residence: 1975

(In thousands. Persons in households)

Male Female
In SMSA In SMSA
Means of transportation to work
In Outside In Outside

central central Outside central central Outside
Total Total city city SMSA Total Total city city SMSA
TotBl.coocoscoscosnccasnasonscons 1,379 838 382 456 540 819 555 276 279 264
Private automobile or truckeec.cecceoeccce 990 628 257 372 362 520 348 149 199 171
Drive 8lON€.cscccscescscsssssocssansce 854 542 231 31 312 376 249 112 137 127
CArpoOlecscccecsscssccvsacssnsssccsccne 136 86 22 60 50 143 99 37 62 [
Public transportatioN..cccceccececsccas 100 95 69 26 6 116 108 83 25 8
Other MeANS.ccccececccsccscsscscscsssce 288 115 56 59 173 184 99 43 55 85

Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, unpublished data from The Travel-to-Work Supplement to the 1975 Annual Housing

Survey, National Sample.



Income and Earnings

Men 65 years and over who earned income in 1977 had a
median income of $5,526, compared with about $12,243 for
men 55 to 64 years old. This difference largely reflects the
higher proportion of retirees in the older group. This pattern
of age difference in reported income applied to both Whites
and Blacks; in each of the two age groups, the median
income for Blacks was considerably lower than for Whites.

Although women 65 and over with incomes in 1977
outnumbered men of this age with incomes, the median
reported income of the women was considerably lower than
for men. Median incomes were approximately $4,533 for
women 55 to 64 years old and $3,087 for women 65 years
and over. For men, reported incomes for the corresponding
age groups were $12,243 and $5,526, respectively.

Single, widowed, or divorced persons 62 years and over
who lived in families reported lower median incomes in 1977
than those living outside of families. Furthermore, family
income tended to be lower when the older person was
maintaining a family than when he or she lived in the family
of a relative. This is because in the latter case the incomes of

the younger relatives are, on the average, higher than those of
older persons.

Families maintained by a White woman 65 years and over
with no husband present had median family incomes in 1977
that were somewhat higher ($10,370) than those maintained
by a White man whose wife was not in the paid labor force
($8,672). However, this was not true for Black families.
Among Blacks, husband-wife families had higher median
incomes than Black families maintained by a woman. In both
racial groups, highest family incomes occurred among
husband-wife families in which both partners were in the
paid labor force.

Unrelated individuals 65 and over in both racial groups
also had low median incomes. Their median incomes were
less than one-half that of families and also lower than that of
the slightly younger single, widowed, or divorced persons 62
years and over referred to above. The median income of
unrelated individuals in 1977 was about $3,829. About 80
percent of such persons reported no income from earnings
and were primarily dependent on Social Security income,
either exclusively or in combination with sources of income
other than earnings.
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Table 22. Total Money Income in 1977 of Persons 55 Years and Over, by Race, Sex, and Age

(Persons as of March 1978. For meaning of symbols, see text)

All races White Black
Sex and income 55 years 55 to | 65 years | 55 years 55 to | 65 years | 55 years 55 to | 65 years
and over | 64 years | and over | and over | 64 years | and over | and over | 64 years | and over
MALE
Number Of persons.............thousands.. 18,939 9,769 9,170 17,110 8,861 8,249 1,597 778 819
Number of persons with income.thousands.. 18,834 9,689 9,145 17,030 8,798 8,232 1,582 767 815
Percent..ccceccececssccesscnssnces 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
$1 to $999 Or 1088..ccceescccccscescncces 1.4 1.9 1.0 1.4 1.9 0.8 2.1 1.6 2,7
$1,000 to $1,499.cccceecccccccsscnccncones 1.4 0.9 1.9 1.1 0.8 1.3 4.6 2.3 6.7
$1,500 to $1,999.cc00000000csscncssccccns 1.9 1.2 2,7 1.6 1.0 2,2 5.2 3.0 7.2
$2,000 to $2,499... . 4.4 2.5 6.5 3.7 2,0 5.5 11.6 7.8 15.1
$2,500 to $2,999... cesee . 3.6 1.7 5.6 3.3 1.5 5.2 6.1 3.7 8.5
$3,000 to $3,499..cccccecccnccnscncccncnas 5.0 2,5 7.7 4.7 2,2 7.3 7.9 4.8 10.8
$3,500 to $3,999.cccccccncnccacscsccnnces 5.0 2,6 7.6 4.7 2.2 7.4 7.7 6.0 9.3
$4,000 to $4,999....cc0cenccicenrascncane 7.7 4,0 11.7 7.6 3.8 11.7 8.8 6.1 11.3
$5,000 to $5,999..cccccecsccesocccncnnans 7.3 4.3 10.4 7.1 3.9 10.5 9.5 8.8 10.1
$6,000 to $6,999.cc.ccetccccnnscecssccnne 6.6 4.7 8.7 6.6 4.4 9.0 7.3 8.7 6.0
$7,000 to $7,999..ccccncncccccns 5.7 5.0 6.5 5.8 4.8 6.8 4.8 6.5 3.2
$8,000 to $8,999.ccccciccncenns seseee 4.5 4.3 4.7 4.7 4.4 5.0 3.0 3.8 2.3
$9,000 to $9,999....c000unn ceenes 4.1 4.4 3.7 4.1 4.3 3.9 4.0 6.4 1.7
$10,000 to $11,999......... cees 7.3 8.8 5.7 7.4 8.7 6.1 5.2 9.1 1.6
$12,000 to $14,999..ccccciecccnscncaccane 8.8 12.7 4.7 9.1 12.9 5.1 5.2 9.5 1.1
$15,000 to $19,999....cccccccccccccccccnns 10.9 16.5 4.9 11.5 17.3 5.3 4.4 7.4 1.6
$20,000 to $24,999....c0ctccccccccccccans 5.8 9.2 2,2 6.2 9.8 2.4 1.4 2,2 0.6
$25,000 and OVOr.....ccovceaesccascccccns 8.6 12.9 4.0 9.3 13.9 4.4 1.3 2.3 0.4
Median incom@.....ccccccese000...d0llars.. 7,982 12,243 5,526 8,518 1,278 5,805 4,561 6,674 3,463
Mean income...........ccce0......dollars,. 11,564 14,895 8,035 12,089 15,499 8,444 6,166 8,134 4,313
FEMALE
Number of persons.............thousands,. 24,038 10,740 13,298 21,736 9,669 12,067 2,069 958 1,111
Number of persons with income.thousands.. 20,197 7,875 12,322 18,202 7,024 11,178 1,816 772 1,044
Percent....ccooecccaccccccncsccss 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
$1 to $999 Or 1088.vcccvecssnsescccncnnes 6.1 10.3 3.4 5.8 10.1 3.2 8.4 12.6 5.3
$1,000 to $1,499..0ciecceccecnccccsssasas 7.6 6.1 8.6 7.4 5.8 8.4 9.9 8.0 11.3
$1,500 to $1,999...c000cccccnnncscsacsans 10.2 7.3 12.1 10.2 7.1 12,1 11.0 8.9 12,5
$2,000 t0 $2,499.c.ccccettcccnrcnncccnnans 11.2 7.4 13.7 10.2 6.6 12.4 22,2 15.0 27.5
$2,500 to $2,999.c.cccccsccccsscnscocnans 8.4 5.3 10.4 8.2 5.1 10.2 10.7 7.3 13.3
$3,000 to $3,499..ccicctcccccccnsncascacs 8.3 5.4 10.2 8,2 5.1 10,2 9.5 8.3 10.3
$3,500 to $3,999...cccc0recccccncccncccnne 6.6 3.8 8.4 6.7 3.8 8.4 5.7 3.5 7.3
$4,000 to $4,999... 8.9 8.3 9.2 9.1 8.3 9.6 6.6 7.4 5.9
$5,000 to $5,999. 6,7 7.5 6.3 6.9 7.3 6.6 5.5 9.1 2.8
$6,000 to $6,999...ccccencccscnccnccnncns 5.0 6,2 4,2 5.2 6.4 4.5 2,2 4.3 0.7
$7,000 to 37,999 ccccccsccccssncccncccnas 4.1 5.4 3.2 4.3 5.7 3.3 2,1 2.9 1.6
$8,000 to $8,999..c.cccccesccccscncsncaccas 3.3 5.0 2.2 3.5 5.2 2.4 1.4 2.6 0.5
$9,000 to $9,999...ccececcsccrrcrccncncas 2.3 3.5 1.6 2,5 3.7 1.7 0.8 1.4 0.3
$10,000 to $11,999...cccccecccccccocccnes 3.8 6,6 2,0 4.0 6.9 2.1 1.5 3.2 0.3
$12,000 to $14,999. .o 3.5 5.5 2,2 3.7 5.9 2.4 1.4 2.8 0.4
$15,000 to $19,999. . 2.4 4.1 1.3 2.6 4.4 1.5 1.0 2,2 0.1
$20,000 to $24,999...c.cccccctncccaccnnnnns 0.8 1.2 0.5 0.8 1.3 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.2
$25,000 8Nd OVer.cevecesceseccnccscssnnns 0.7 1.1 0.5 0.8 1.2 0.6 - - -
Median income.......ccecc00s....dollars,. 3,385 4,533 3,087 3,503 4,770 3,186 2,469 | _ 2,871 2,385
Mean income............cs000.0..d0l1lars,, 4,906 5,957 4,234 5,070 6,175 4,375 3,321 4,083 2,757

Source: U,S, Department of Cosmerce, Buresu of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 118.
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Table 23. Total Money Income in 1977 of Persons 62 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin, Marital and
Family Status, and Age

(In thousands. Couples and persons 62 years old and over as of March 1978,

For meaning of symbols, see text)

With income
Race, Spanish originm, Median Mean
marital status, family $1 to | $1,000 | $2,000 | $2,500 | $3,000 | $4,000 | $5,000 | $6,000 | 48,000 | $10,000 | $15,000 income income
status, and age $999 to to to to to to to to to and
Total | Total |or loss |$1,999 | $2,499 |$2,999 |$3,999 | $4,999 |$5,999 | $7,999 |$9,999 |$14,999 over | (dollars) | (dollars)
ALL RACES
Married Couples!
Total, 62 years
and over? e | 9,500 | 9,485 49 56 102 138 549 619 823 | 1,565 | 1,171 1,881 2,532 9,340 12,828
62 to 64 years.. oo | 2,450 | 2,443 20 23 26 28 75 79 127 242 230 542 1,052 12,965 16,428
65 to 71 years.. <o | 3,819 | 3,817 16 15 48 53 193 203 274 665 522 821 1,005 9,618 12,79
72 years and over......... | 3,232 | 3,225 12 18 28 57 280 337 422 657 420 518 475 7,242 10,141
8ingle, Vidowed, or
Divorced Persons
Total, 62 years
and OVer........... | 12,361 | 12,204 152 | 1,052 | 1,619 | 1,359 | 2,572 | 1,349 | 1,030 | 1,165 624 743 540 3,747 5,329
In families 3,929 | 3,798 91 508 660 457 700 340 304 261 141 182 154 3,262 4,788
Male..... 847 827 28 79 115 82 130 71 77 75 42 47 82 3,851 6,412
62 to 64 years... 175 167 7 17 16 Ty 15 11 20 21 10 12 25 5,243 7,601
65 to 71 years... 330 319 10 31 38 18 62 34 33 27 18 20 28 4,000 6,770
72 years and over.. 342 341 11 31 60 50 53 27 24 27 14 14 28 3,344 5,496
Female.....cco00ene 3,082 | 2,972 63 429 546 375 570 269 228 186 99 135 72 3,128 4,337
62 to 64 years. 348 330 4 b L7 39 34 29 45 33 16 25 16 3,962 5,391
65 to 71 years. 949 911 1% 123 130 103 161 108 77 77 37 56 25 3,532 4,
72 years and over.. 1,786 | 1,731 45 262 372 233 || 3 133 106 76 47 53 31 2,901 3,953
Not in families...... 8,432 | 8,406 61 544 959 902 | 1,872 | 1,008 726 904 483 561 386 3,928 5,574
Male....covenne 1,961 | 1,958 17 112 199 152 430 209 202 225 132 133 148 4,328 6,527
62 to 64 years. 322 322 8 19 31 10 49 18 31 40 32 35 49 5,840 8,624
65 to 71 years........ 675 675 5 37 72 51 137 79 57 80 30 50 39 4,459 6,660
72 years and over.. 964 961 4 57 96 91 243 113 114 105 50 48 39 3,953 5,731
Fomale..cccovenee 6,471 | 6,448 44 432 760 750 | 1,442 799 524 679 351 29 238 3,859 5,284
62 to 64 years 791 784 17 59 63 9% 71 79 93 105 61 93 s1 5,112 6,500
65 to 71 years... 2,248 | 2,241 12 130 238 246 458 304 169 290 142 160 92 4,118 5,522
72 years and over..... | 3,431 | 3,422 15 243 459 410 93 417 262 284 us 175 96 3,641 4,849
WHITE
Married Couples!
Total, 62 years
and over, .. | 8,783 | 8,776 40 41 76 114 451 547 738 | 1,440 | 1,108 1,787 2,434 9,635 13,183
62 to 64 years,. oo | 2,248 | 2,245 16 16 23 21 60 65 112 219 208 494 1,012 13,497 16,949
65 to 71 years....cecce0e. | 3,520 | 3,520 15 10 30 43 160 176 241 603 496 790 957 9,933 13,145
72 yeoars and over......... | 3,015 | 3,011 10 16 23 51 231 305 ass 618 405 503 465 7,448 10,420
Single, Widowed, or
Divorced Persons
Total, 62 years
10,699 126 827 | 1,217 | 1,150 | 2,275 | .,226 943 | 1,088 599 716 532 3,892 5,602
3,168 76 384 476 367 593 292 277 246 129 174 153 3,473 5,142
670 24 41 80 63 107 57 68 67 U 46 82 4,332 7,11
155 7 16 15 12 14 11 17 19 8 12 235 5,200 7,756
242 6 % 27 15 48 21 29 22 11 20 28 4,542 7,759
273 11 12 39 37 45 25 22 26 1% 14 28 3,850 6,243
2,497 51 342 396 304 486 235 209 179 95 128 71 3,318 4,605
263 4 29 32 26 28 25 35 31 16 22 16 4,513 5,855
727 10 89 84 81 119 82 72 75 35 54 25 3,830 5,090
72 years and over..... | 1,547 | 1,507 37 224 280 197 340 127 102 72 44 53 30 3,045 4,154
Kot in families....... 7,553 | 7,532 51 443 741 783 | 1,682 935 667 843 469 541 378 4,072 5,795
Male..ccocenaocnnns 1,631 | 1,629 15 79 135 122 354 173 174 188 126 118 144 4,632 7,009
62 to 64 years... 275 275 8 13 27 10 41 12 23 32 32 28 47 6,094 9,111
65 to 71 year 528 528 2 23 40 34 108 62 48 60 o4 47 59 4,922 7,443
72 years and ov 829 826 4 43 68 78 205 99 102 96 50 43 37 4,156 6,033
Female.....coveee 5,922 | 5,903 36 364 605 661 | 1,327 762 493 654 343 423 234 3,968 5,461
62 to 64 year . 73 709 12 50 49 86 3 79 100 59 9 49 5,315 6,771
65 to 71 years........ | 2,033 | 2,027 12 108 182 205 415 281 162 279 135 158 90 4,326 5,727
72 years and over..... | 3,175 | 3,167 1 206 3715 370 852 408 252 275 U8 174 95 3,728 4,997

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 23. Total Money Income in 1977 of Persons 62 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin, Marital and
Family Status, and Age—Continued

(In thousands. Couples and persons 62 years old and over as of March 1978,

For meaning of

symbols, see text)

With income
Race, Spanish origin, Median Mean
marital status, family $1 to {$1,000 | $2,000 | $2,500 | $3,000 | $4,000 | 45,000 | £6,000 | $8,000 | $10,000 |$15,000 income income
status, and age $999 to to to to to to to to to and
Total | Total | or loss | $1,999 | $2,499 | $2,999 | $3,999 | $4,999 | $5,999 | $7,999 { $9,999 | $14,999 over | (dollars) | (dollars)
BLACK
Married Couples?
Total, 62 years
and OVer.......ces. 641 639 8 15 26 23 89 66 75 119 57 82 79 6,221 8,214
62 to 64 years . 173 173 4 7 3 6 13 10 14 21 22 42 30 8,543 10,271
65 to 71 years.. . 272 270 1 6 19 10 29 26 30 60 20 27 4l 6,329 8,368
72 years and over......... 196 196 2 2 5 7 46 29 31 38 15 13 8 5,246 6,186
Single, Widowed, or
Divorced Persons
Total, 62 years
1,391 | 1,362 25 204 372 188 263 113 83 64 21 21 8 2,711 3,345
585 560 15 105 168 77 100 42 25 13 9 6 - 2,477 2,997
139 134 3 28 28 15 22 14 8 7 8 - - 2,746 3,395
12 10 - - 1 2 - - 3 2 1 - - (B) (B)
65 to 71 years 72 68 3 15 8 3 14 12 2 4 6 - - (B) (B)
72 years and over . 55 55 - 13 19 10 8 2 2 2 - - - (B) (B)
Female....covevenee . 446 426 11 77 140 62 77 28 18 6 2 6 - 2,645 2,872
62 to 64 years... . 70 62 - 12 12 13 6 3 11 1 - 3 - (B) (B)
65 to 71 years. . 178 169 4 34 41 20 42 19 4 3 2 3 - 2,675 3,057
72 years and over..... 199 195 8 31 88 29 29 S 3 2 - - - 2,335 2,457
Not in families....cccccee 806 802 1 100 203 111 164 71 58 51 12 15 8 2,893 3,588
Male..cceceaes . 298 298 2 34 55 25 64 36 28 35 5 11 3 3,516 4,137
62 to 64 years . 47 47 - 6 3 - 8 6 8 8 - 7 2 (B) (B)
65 to 71 years 135 135 2 14 26 16 26 17 9 17 5 2 - 3,354 3,867
72 years and ove! 117 117 - 14 26 9 30 13 12 9 - 2 1 3,318 3,770
Female....cccoase . 508 504 8 66 149 86 100 35 30 16 7 4 4 2,669 3,263
62 to 64 years . 74 72 5 7 15 7 10 6 12 5 1 2 2 (B) (B)
65 to 71 years. . 203 203 - 22 53 41 43 22 7 6 5 - 2 2,812 3,432
72 years and over..... 230 229 3 36 81 37 46 7 10 5 - 2 1 2,462 2,880
SPANISH ORIGIN?
Married Couples®
Total, 62 years
and OVer......ccess 231 229 3 4 9 9 32 22 25 37 35 26 29 6,495 8,378
62 to 6b years............ 53 52 1 2 1 3 2 6 3 7 7 7 14 (B) (B)
65 to 71 years.........e0. 110 110 2 1 4 3 18 8 9 18 19 14 14 6,933 8,757
72 years and over......... 68 67 - 1 5 2 12 8 13 12 9 S 1 (B) (B)
8ingle, Widowed, or
Divorced Persons
Total, 62 years
301 278 8 38 81 30 60 17 14 15 5 5 2,704 3,557
158 137 5 25 46 9 26 8 7 8 3 - 2,419 3,031
28 28 - 3 5 1 5 1 5 6 2 - - (B) (B)
8 8 - - - - 2 - 3 2 1 - - (B) (B)
11 11 - - 3 1 1 1 1 2 1 - - (B) (B)
9 9 - 2 2 - 2 - 1 2 - - - (B) (B)
130 109 5 22 41 8 21 6 3 2 1 - - 2,33 2,649
. 20 14 - 5 2 - 1 2 2 2 - - - (B) (B)
. 42 37 2 3 18 4 7 2 - - 1 - - (B) (B)
. 68 58 3 3 21 4 13 2 1 1 - - - (B) (B)
. 143 141 3 13 35 21 35 10 7 6 2 5 5 2,966 4,068
. 49 48 2 2 15 4 12 4 2 2 1 2 1 (B) (B)
. 5 5 - 1 - - 2 - - 1 - 1 - (B) (B)
65 to 71 years........ 15 15 - 1 3 3 5 2 - - - 1 1 (B) (B)
72 years and over..... 28 27 2 1 12 2 5 2 2 1 1 - - (B) (B)
Female...cooececonscacee 94 93 1 10 19 17 22 5 5 5 1 3 4 2,965 4,187
62 to 64 years . 15 15 - 3 1 3 1 1 3 2 - - - (B) (B)
65 to 71 years . 37 36 1 2 9 7 7 4 2 2 1 - 2 (B) (B)
72 years and over,.... 43 42 - 5 9 7 14 - 1 1 - 3 2 (B) (B)
llncome of couples with at least one member 62 years old or over; if both members 62 and over, age category determined by age of head.

2persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Source: U.S. Department of Cosmerce, Bureau of the Census. unpublished data from the 1978 Current Population Survey.
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Table 24. Total Money income in 1977 of Persons 65 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin,
and Marital Status

(In thousands. Persons 65 years and over as of March 1978, For meaning of symbols, see text)

Male Female
Race, Spanish origin, and Married Married
total money income
Wife Husband
Total 8ingle Total present | Widowed [Divorced Total 8ingle Total present | Widowed | Divorced
ALL RACES
Totsl........ eteeeeeisiaeas 9,170 495 7,107 6,859 1,300 269 13,298 828 5,130 4,885 6,917 423
Without income 25 7 11 11 7 - 976 1% 871 868 85 7
With income...... 9,145 488 7,096 6,848 1,293 269 12,322 814 4,259 4,017 6,832 416
$1 to $999 or lo ceeecscaces 87 1 61 57 15 - 417 9 339 il 67 2
$1,000 173 14 116 104 39 4 1,062 a8 785 754 217 22
$1,500 244 22 174 157 36 12 1,489 40 1,057 1,039 363 29
$2,000 591 67 383 324 116 24 1,686 99 528 488 1,000 58
$2,500 510 55 310 300 131 13 1,286 45 338 294 858 46
43,000 706 60 458 431 150 37 1,252 70 229 211 909 44
43,500 eeses . 696 39 486 475 143 29 1,033 51 184 160 759 39
$4,000 to $4,999..c.cuiucncncnnes 1,066 58 840 814 139 28 1,139 78 193 177 814 53
$5,000 to $5,999...0c00eecncnnnns 950 40 746 723 136 28 172 67 1 158 493 35
$6,000 to $6,999.... . 793 11 661 653 89 32 515 40 105 100 346 24
$7,000 to $7,999...... “ee 597 27 502 496 52 16 3% 56 87 83 23 19
$8,000 to $8,999.... ceee 431 8 3n 367 4l 5 275 53 59 53 155 8
49,000 to $9,999. . 339 14 281 270 36 7 194 23 46 42 119 6
$10,000 to $11,999. . 518 13 461 453 36 7 245 36 43 40 148 19
$12,000 to $14,999.. cecsee 429 17 365 362 42 6 269 55 34 29 172 8
415,000 to $19,999.. cee 450 16 390 383 37 6 165 35 25 23 104 2
$20,000 to $24,999.. .ee 199 7 171 m 21 2 63 8 10 10 &3 1
$25,000 and OVer.c..cceeececsonns 366 10 312 306 33 11 64 12 19 17 32 1
Median income.............dollars.. 5,526 3,689 5,962 6,059 4,112 4,532 3,088 4,716 1,975 1,944 3,502 3,585
Mean inCcCOm®......ccc.00...do0ldars,, 8,035 5,641 8,562 8,680 6,272 6,958 4,234 6,492 3,075 3,008 4,668 4,539
WHITE
8,249 428 6,525 6,371 1,083 213 12,067 784 4,739 4,558 6,178 367
18 3 9 9 6 - 890 11 810 808 64 4
8,232 425 6,516 6,362 1,077 213 11,177 773 3,928 3,749 6,114 362
65 9 40 40 15 - 356 9 291 285 35 1
. 108 11 79 77 1% 4 934 36 . 707 681 174 17
. 183 22 131 123 22 7 1,353 34 991 978 305 23
. 451 45 309 277 81 16 1,385 85 485 464 768 47
. 431 45 278 268 97 12 1,135 43 308 282 749 34
. 603 53 398 383 119 34 1,137 67 207 196 822 41
. 613 35 436 428 123 18 91 48 173 157 685 36
$4,000 to $4,999...ci0ctiecccnnns 965 50 770 758 120 25 1,067 72 181 169 7 o4
$5,000 to $5,999..cc00cc0enncnn 863 40 680 661 119 24 742 62 173 154 473 32
740 11 627 623 83 20 503 38 101 98 339 24
563 22 480 475 50 10 374 56 81 7 218 18
410 8 359 349 38 5 268 53 57 52 151 8
323 13 269 264 34 7 187 23 44 40 114 6
503 n 450 442 34 6 240 36 43 40 143 19
417 17 357 354 39 b 265 55 32 27 171 8
437 16 379 372 35 6 164 35 25 23 102 2
420,000 to $24,999. 194 7 165 165 21 2 61 8 10 10 42 1
$25,000 and over... 362 10 309 303 33 11 64 12 19 17 32 1
Median incowe.............dollars.. 5,808 3,902 6,219 6,266 4,558 4,618 3,187 4,879 1,987 1,964 3,633 3,752
Mean income...c.ceeesc..0.do0llars,. 8,444 5,987 8,902 8,961 6,821 7,540 4,375 6,666 3,144 3,069 4,853 4,767

8ee footnotes at end of table.
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Table 24. Total Money Income in 1977 of Persons 65 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin,
and Marital Status—Continued

(In thousands. Persons 65 years and over as of March 1978,

For meaning of symbols, see text)

Male Female
Race, Spanish origin, and Married Married
total money income
Wife Husband
Total 8ingle Total present | Widowed | Divorced Total Single Total present Widowed | Divorced
BLACK

Totel.. 819 56 531 441 185 48 1,111 43 361 301 652 55
Without income 4 3 - - - - 66 2 54 53 8 3
With income....... 815 52 531 441 185 48 1,045 41 306 248 644 52

$1 to $999 or loss 22 1 21 17 - - 55 - 42 40 12 1
$1,000 to $1,499..... 54 4 35 25 15 - 118 2 4 69 37 5
$1,500 to $1,999.. . ceees 59 - 41 33 14 4 131 6 60 56 58 6
$2,000 to $2,499.. 123 17 73 45 32 2 286 14 43 24 219 11
$2,500 68 10 30 30 27 1 139 1 28 11 97 12
$3,000 87 6 52 o4 26 3 107 3 18 13 8 3
$3,500 77 2 44 42 19 11 76 3 11 10 58 3
$4,000 to $4,999.. 92 8 62 48 19 3 62 6 12 9 35 9
35,000 to $5,999.. 82 - 61 57 16 5 29 6 4 4 18 2
$6,000 to $6,999.. 50 - 33 29 6 11 8 1 3 2 3 -
$7,000 to $7,999.. 27 3 17 16 2 5 16 - 6 6 10 -
38,000 to $8,999.. 19 - 16 16 3 - 5 - 1 1 4 -
49,000 to $9,999... 14 1 12 6 1 - 3 - - - 3 -
$10,000 to $11,999. 12 - 9 9 2 1 3 - - - 3 -
$12,000 to $14,999, 9 - 8 8 - 1 3 - 2 2 2 -
$15,000 to $19,999. 12 - 11 11 1 - 1 - - - 1 -
$20,000 to $24,999. s 5 - 5 5 - - 2 - - - 2 -
$25,000 and OVOr.ceccvecevcvcsonse 3 - 3 3 - - - - - - - -
Median incom@,.cc.cceecesscdollars,, 3,460 (B) 3,676 3,821 3,080 (B) 2,381 (B) 1,792 1,630 2,492 (B)
Mean income.......cece.cqs.dollars,, 4,313 (8) 4,636 4,887 3,527 (B) 2,757 (8) 2,201 2,123 2,983 (B)
SPANISH ORIGIN!

TOt&liceecessscssenconsaccccane 232 12 181 169 29 10 286 21 109 96 140 16
Without income.. 4 - 2 2 1 - 29 1 13 13 15 -
With income.... 229 12 178 166 28 10 257 20 96 83 124 16

$1 to $999 or los 3 - 3 3 2 - 7 - 9 8 5 -
$1,000 to $1,499.. 7 - 5 5 1 - 31 - 24 21 7 1
$1,500 14 - 12 12 2 - 41 1 29 27 11 -
$2,000 to $2,499.. 26 3 32 25 6 5 67 7 12 10 42 6
$2,500 to $2,999.. 21 2 15 15 3 - 25 1 5 3 18 2
43,000 to $3,499. 24 2 17 17 4 - 28 1 9 7 15 3
$3,500 to $3,999.. 18 2 12 11 3 1 21 3 3 2 15 1
$4,000 to $4,999.. 21 1 17 16 1 2 1 2 4 3 5 -
18 - 14 14 3 - 5 - 1 1 2 2

14 - 13 12 - 1 2 - - - 2 -

8 1 6 6 2 - 2 - 1 - 1 -

8 - 7 6 1 - - - - - - -

7 - 7 7 - - 2 - - - 2 -

$10,000 to $11,999. 7 1 6 6 - - 1 - - - 1 -
$12,000 to $14,999. 3 - 3 3 - - 2 2 - - - 1
$15,000 to $19,999... 3 - 3 3 - - 3 2 1 1 - -
$20,000 to $24,999... .o 2 1 1 1 - - 2 2 - - - -
$25,000 and OVer....ccccvveccnsse 2 - 2 2 - - - - - - - -
Median income.. cevessdollars., 3,454 (B) 3,604 3,73 (B) (B) 2,313 (B) 1,776 1,728 2,468 (B)
Mean income.... eeees.dollars,. 4,881 (B) 5,158 5,276 (B) (B) 2,907 (B) 2,121 2,041 2,820 (B)

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Source: U.S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 118,
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Table 25. Total Money Income in 1977 of Families With Heads 65 Years and Over, by Type of Family and

Race of Head and Total Money Income of Unrelated Individuals 65 Years and Over,

by Race
(In thousands. Families and unrelated individuals as of March 1978, For meaning of symbols, see text)
Families Unrelated
Male head individuals
Race and money income Married, wife present
Wife in Wife not Other
paid labor in paid marital Female
Total Total Total force labor force status head Male Female
ALL RACES
Total....ccceseccoccsncecencs 8,212 7,048 6,781 1,068 5,713 267 1,164 1,639 5,680
Under $2,000.....cc0c00000e0cnnss 93 68 58 4 54 10 25 104 416
$2,000 to $2,999.....c0000vcccnns 213 160 143 11 132 17 52 311 1,352
$3,000 to $3,999...... oo 496 411 406 16 390 6 85 380 1,371
$4,000 to 34,999, cc000i0ccnccnes 599 479 460 24 436 18 120 191 721
$5,000 to $5,999..cccnceccccnccns 720 625 614 48 566 12 9% 171 431
$6,000 to $6,999...c0000n0cencncs 728 659 643 56 587 16 69 107 329
$7,000 to $7,999..ccccc0vnnnnnse 654 574 547 42 505 28 79 78 245
552 478 474 75 399 4 74 49 175
473 442 423 79 345 18 31 51 115
739 654 637 104 533 17 84 50 166
$12,000 to $14,999...c000cvcccens 862 717 697 147 549 22 143 47 169
$15,000 to $19,999..cc0c0ccccnncs 842 694 665 182 483 31 147 44 109
$20,000 to $26,999..ccc00000ccnce 485 423 400 122 277 24 61 15 45
$25,000 and OVer...c.eececcesccee 759 661 616 157 459 46 97 40 34
Median income...........dollars.. 9,110 9,156 9,108 13,406 8,468 10,376 8,777 4,123 3,762
Mean income,............dollars.. 12,482 12,604 12,524 16,520 11,777 14,643 11,743 6,105 5,101
WHITE
Total.cecesecocvaccccssscnces 7,463 6,530 6,309 940 5,368 221 933 1,357 5,209
Under $2,000........ 69 48 47 2 45 1 21 74 353
$2,000 to $2,999.... 142 121 114 6 108 7 21 220 1,132
$3,000 to $3,999....cc000vvccennn 391 344 339 13 326 6 46 313 1,268
4000 to $4,999....c0000cccncicne 506 430 417 22 395 12 76 161 689
$5,000 to $5,999....ccc0tncencens 639 565 556 31 525 9 74 150 414
$6,000 to $6,999....c0c0nvnncnnee 665 616 603 51 551 13 49 88 320
$7,000 to $7,999.....cccuencvencs 602 531 508 33 475 22 72 69 234
$8,000 to $8,999.... 513 449 445 60 385 4 64 46 172
$9,000 to $9,999.... 447 419 402 I 329 18 28 49 112
10,000 to $11,999......cc0000000e 700 628 613 97 515 16 72 47 164
12,000 to $14,999.....ccc0000n0e 815 685 668 138 531 17 129 43 167
$15,000 to $19,999......c0000000n 787 654 626 159 467 29 133 42 108
$20,000 to $24,999...c00000c0nnne 466 409 386 113 273 24 57 15 43
$25,000 and OVer.....ceoecccceses 721 632 586 142 444 45 90 40 34
Median income...........dollars., 9,458 9,386 9,313 13,649 8,672 12,554 10,370 4,441 3,872
Mean income,............dollars,. 12,889 12,900 12,778 16,985 12,041 16,384 12,814 6,570 5,267
BLACK
Totll..coecacscosacacssscncse 679 464 431 109 322 34 214 251 433
Under $2,000........ 16 13 10 2 8 2 4 30 63
$2,000 63 36 29 5 24 7 27 76 213
$3,000 to $3,999...c00000000000ae 97 62 62 3 59 - 35 57 89
$4,000 to $4,999..cc00ccccncnccas 88 49 42 2 40 6 39 30 29
$5,000 to $5,999..c0c0cccccccnces 71 52 49 13 37 3 19 20 18
$6,000 to $6,999..ccc000ccncncens 62 41 39 5 34 3 20 19 4
$7,000 to 37,999 ccccecccccccccns 48 40 37 9 28 3 8 7 7
$8,000 to $8,999.ccccevennncsccns 33 2 24 11 13 - 10 3 3
$9,000 to $9,999..cc0c00vccccncns 26 23 22 6 16 1 3 2 3
$10,000 to $11,999..00000cc0ccncs 37 24 22 6 17 1 12 3 -
$12,000 to $14,999.c.ccueeennenns 41 28 23 7 16 5 12 1 2
$15,000 to $19,999..c.ccecrceccces 49 35 33 19 A 2 14 1 1
$20,000 to $24,999.ccccc0v0ncccce 16 12 12 9 4 - 4 - 2
$25,000 and OVereceececccccccssss 32 25 25 12 13 - 7 - -
Median income...........dollars.. 6,066 6,497 6,573 9,937 5,790 (B) 5,120 3,317 2,621
Mean income.............dollars,. 8,363 8,752 8,880 12,840 7,541 (B) 7,519 3,822 3,130

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 118.
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Table 26. Total Family income in 1977 of Family Members 55 Years and Over, by Race, Sex, Age, and
Relationship to Family Head
(In th di Family bers as of March 1978, For meaning of symbols, see text)
Total family income Median
Race, sex, age and family
relationship to family $2,000 | 43,000 | $5,000 | $7,000 | $10,000 | $12,000 | $15,000 | $17,000 | $20,000 | $25,000 income
head Under to to to to to to to to to and
Total |$2,000 | $2,999 | $4,999 |$6,999 | $9,999 | $11,999 | $14,999 | 816,999 | $19,999 | $24,999 over (dollars)
ALL RACES
Male
Total, 55 years and over... 16,232 187 253 | 1,258 | 1,827 | 2,381 1,268 1,762 951 1,305 1,710 3,329 13,438
Head of family..cccecceevccsccens 15,399 175 250 | 1,204 | 1,746 | 2,266 1,214 1,671 900 1,231 1,627 3,113 13,348
Relative of hedd...cecccccccccnes 10 2 55 83 115 55 90 50 75 83 214 15,178
35 to 59 years....ccccveecone 4,693 52 34 151 194 346 282 513 344 485 720 1,572 19,607
Head of family,... 4,520 46 34 137 177 325 267 491 335 472 698 1,538 19,823
Relative of he8d...ccoeececccscca 1724 5 - 15 18 21 16 21 9 13 22 3 13,575
60 and 61 years......ecocccen 1,616 24 10 60 93 17 106 189 121 154 245 438 17,470
Head of family.... . 1,571 22 9 60 87 m 100 183 112 152 263 432 17,698
Relative of head PN ces 44 1 - - 6 6 6 6 9 2 2 5 (B)
62 to 64 years.....coccccenee 2,392 39 47 126 209 293 198 287 158 233 276 525 14,946
Head of family.... . 2,260 39 47 117 198 276 193 279 148 218 263 482 14,753
Relative of head..... . 132 - - 9 12 17 5 8 9 15 1% 42 17,942
65 years and over.... 7,531 72 162 921 | 1,331| 1,565 682 773 328 433 469 79 9,271
Head of family.. 7,048 68 160 890 | 1,284 | 1,49 654 718 305 389 423 661 9,023
Relative of hea 484 4 2 31 47 71 28 55 23 45 43 133 15,355
Female
Total, 55 years and over... 16,239 203 319 | 1,479 | 1,983 ] 2,495 1,354 1,783 959 1,204 1,528 2,935 12,400
Head of family.. cesene . 2,117 55 104 316 279 334 175 250 141 168 134 162 9,659
Wife of head..cccceccne 11,997 126 192 | 1,069 | 1,550 1,909 1,008 1,306 690 844 1,158 2,149 12,274
Other relative of head. 2,124 21 23 93 154 250 171 229 129 194 234 623 16,810
55 to 59 years.. 4,865 84 100 258 n 500 336 532 369 459 655 1,297 16,865
Head of family...... 574 23 31 n 61 92 55 69 35 48 48 42 10,304
4,058 51 64 176 201 381 257 436 324 391 580 1,197 17,9%4
Other relative.....cecovccecccccs 233 10 4 1n 15 26 23 28 10 21 27 57 14,810
60 and 61 years.,....ccccc00. 1,607 18 20 98 163 236 139 192 107 130 181 322 13,853
Head of family... 170 2 6 15 25 21 Ty 23 23 13 15 13 12,127
Vife of head... 1,327 15 % 80 130 194 118 158 78 106 159 mn 14,020
Other relative, 109 - 1 3 8 21 8 11 7 11 6 33 15,551
62 to 64 years . 2,149 17 40 168 234 342 241 2n 133 158 203 337 12,289
Head of family. . 209 5 15 26 29 36 21 1 18 24 10 10 9,267
Wife of head. . 1,788 9 25 136 199 288 205 240 107 122 176 283 12,327
Other relative......cccc. . 152 3 - 6 6 17 15 23 8 12 17 23 16,263
65 years and over., 7,618 84 159 955 | 1,309 | 1,417 638 782 350 457 489 979 9,670
Head of family...... 1,164 25 52 204 164 185 85 144 65 83 61 97 9,021
Wife of head..... 4,824 51 89 677 | 1,020 | 1,046 428 472 181 225 23 392 8,354
Other relative......ccoceceeccces 1,630 8 18 73 125 186 125 167 104 150 184 489 17,7
WHITE
Male
Total, 55 years and over... 14,879 150 196 | 1,058 | 1,631] 2,155 1,146 1,628 898 1,226 1,615 3,177 13,888
Head of family...ccoceevvecccccnns 14,203 141 196 | 1,028 | 1,574 | 2,065 1,105 1,558 849 1,158 1,562 2,986 13,754
Relative of head.. coe 676 9 2 29 56 89 40 70 49 66 72 191 16,591
55 to 59 years .o 4,323 47 28 120 153 299 241 474 324 457 674 1,507 20,105
Head of family... . 4,170 41 28 106 142 279 230 459 315 444 652 1,473 20,233
Relative of head. . 153 5 - 13 11 20 11 15 9 13 22 3% 15,099
60 and 61 year oo 1,473 22 8 48 80 144 89 164 112 150 235 420 18,232
Head of family... “es 1,434 21 8 48 7% 139 85 159 104 148 233 415 18,452
Relative of head.. “ee 39 1 - - 6 4 4 5 8 2 2 5 (B)
62 to 64 years . 2,191 31 37 109 190 264 167 262 150 215 260 506 15,419
Head of family... . 2,069 31 37 100 178 8 162 255 141 201 248 466 15,278
Relative of head....... . 122 - - 9 11 16 H 7 9 13 11 40 17,736
.65 years and over. ceo 6,892 50 123 781 | 1,208 | 1,448 649 728 312 404 446 744 9,533
Head of family...ceevee cee 6,530 48 121 774 | 1,180 | 1,399 628 685 289 365 409 632 9,262
Relative of head....ccevceeccceee 362 3 2 7 28 49 20 43 23 38 37 112 17,444
Female
Total, 55 years and over... 14,662 158 213 | 1,179 | 1,743 | 2,261 1,228 1,666 889 1,119 1,439 2,771 12,846
Head of family...ccecceosececcace 1,663 36 43 184 198 286 149 217 124 150 121 152 11,004
Wife of head... 11,179 104 156 929 | 1,419| 1,766 932 1,242 651 800 1,113 2,068 12,580
Other relative,......ccecevceceee 1,820 18 3 65 124 210 148 207 114 168 203 550 17,166
55 to 59 years escescsscne 4,409 69 68 196 230 429 291 500 342 431 614 1,241 17,478
Head of family... 441 11 13 37 40 76 50 58 29 44 41 41 11,680
Wife of head,.. 3,779 48 56 151 179 330 226 416 305 369 550 1,151 18,331
Other relative., . ....ccecevececes 189 10 1 8 10 23 15 27 8 18 22 48 15,567
60 and 61 years......cccc0ee0 1,454 8 15 84 143 213 125 180 93 120 175 299 14,190
Head of family........ oo 128 - 2 10 15 16 13 18 17 11 1% 11 12,991
Wife of head......cccc00 s 1,235 8 11 72 120 177 107 154 70 98 154 264 14,272
Other relative........ ces 91 - 1 1 8 20 6 7 7 10 6 24 15,427
62 to 64 years.. .es 1,91 1 19 142 201 301 220 253 125 153 196 319 12,739
Head of family. . 161 4 7 14 20 30 14 12 16 24 9 10 10,742
Wife of head..... . 1,658 7 12 122 178 260 192 223 103 118 170 273 12,645
Other relative...... cessecne 122 2 - 6 3 11 14 18 5 10 16 36 17,454
65 years and over. cesecene 6,858 68 111 757 | 1,169 1,318 592 733 329 415 456 912 10,017
Head of family........ ceesee 933 21 21 123 123 164 72 129 62 n 57 90 10,356
Wife of head..... oo 4,507 41 79 584 942 999 407 449 173 215 239 380 8,534
Other relative......c.ceeeveecess 1,418 6 11 50 103 156 13 155 9% 130 159 442 17,429
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Table 26. Total Family Income in 1977 of Family Members 55 Years and Over, by Race, Sex, Age, and
Relationship to Family Head—Continued

(In th Family bers as of March 1978, For meaning of symbols, see text)
Total family income Median
Race, sex, age and family
tionship to family $2,000 | $3,000 |$5,000 |$7,000 | $10,000 | $12,000 | $15,000 | $17,000 | $20,000 | $25,000 income
Under to to to to to to to to to and
Total | $2,000 | $2,999 | $4,999 | $6,999 | $9,999 | $11,999 | $14,999 | $16,999 | $19,999 | $24,999 over (dollars)
BLACK
Male
Total, 55 years and over.... 1,162 25 52 182 181 212 110 115 & 67 71 102 8,733
Head of family....coceceenase 1,032 25 52 156 157 187 97 96 43 60 67 90 8,742
Relative Of he8d.c.coccccnancsones 130 - - 25 26 26 12 19 1 7 4 11 8,451
55 t0o 59 years.....ccecc000ens 307 3 4 28 40 45 39 29 15 24 36 43 11,667
Head of family..... 289 3 4 26 35 45 34 24 15 24 36 43 11,843
Relative of hed.....cccvcvecccnns 18 - - 1 6 1 4 6 - - - - (B)
60 and 61 years.....ccecc0eees 117 1 2 6 10 32 16 22 8 2 7 1 10,938
Head of family....cccoceccerccnass 112 1 2 6 10 30 % 21 7 2 7 11 11,000
Relative of head.....cccccoeeecace 5 - - - - 2 2 1 1 - - - (B)
62 to 64 years......c.e00eee0e 170 8 10 14 18 27 25 23 7 14 12 12 10,549
Head of family..... 167 8 10 13 18 26 25 23 7 13 12 12 10,554
Relative of head... 3 - - - 1 1 - - - 1 - - (B)
65 years and over. . 568 13 36 134 113 108 30 41 14 27 16 36 6,720
Head of family....... . 464 n 36 |- 111 9% 86 2% 28 14 21 12 25 6,421
Relative of head.....cccuee . 104 - - 24 19 22 6 12 - 6 4 11 7,974
Female
Total, 55 years and over.... 1,39% 43 102 277 223 221 115 101 62 73 64 113 7,533
Head of family...cccceeeenceses 428 19 57 122 75 49 26 27 17 17 1 10 5,360
VWife of head.....oceuuee 724 21 36 127 118 132 69 56 37 s 34 61 8,142
Other relative of head.. cee 241 4 10 28 30 39 19 16 8 20 18 o 10,658
35 to 59 years. 398 15 31 b1} &4 68 40 28 24 26 30 a8 9,217
Head of family... 127 12 18 31 18 16 5 10 6 &4 5 1 5,19
Wife of head..c.ccevveee 237 3 10 20 20 48 30 16 18 19 22 32 11,086
Other relative of head....ceceeees 34 - 3 4 ° 4 4 1 - 3 3 6 (8)
60 and 61 years.....ccce0v0eeee 131 9 5 11 16 21 14 12 13 10 5 % 10,389
Head of family....cc0e00 41 2 4 5 10 5 1 4 [} 2 1 2 (B)
Wife of head....veceesee 76 7 2 S 6 Ty 11 3 7 7 4 9 10,530
Other relative of head........cc00 T3 - - 1 - 1 2 4 - 1 - 4 (B)
62 to 64 years.....cccc0ccenen 187 4 21 25 28 40 18 20 7 6 6 12 7,861
Head of family. 46 1 8 12 8 7 7 1 2 - 1 - (B)
Wife of head....cevereceoes 116 2 13 13 17 27 10 15 4 4 3 8 8,148
Other relative of head.. 25 1 - - 3 6 1 4 1 2 1 & (B)
65 yoars and over... 678 15 45 186 135 92 43 41 18 31 23 49 6,215
Head of family........ 214 4 27 74 39 21 3 12 3 11 4 7 5,081
Wife of head......counue 295 9 11 89 75 43 18 22 8 5 5 12 5,832
Other relative of head............ 168 3 7 23 21 28 12 7 7 14 14 30 10,265
Source: U.8. Department of Commerce, Buresu of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 118,
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Table 27. Source of Income in 1977 of Families With Head 65 Years and Over and Unrelated

individuals 65 Years and Over

(In thousands. Families and unrelated individuals as of March 1978.

For meaning of symbols, see text)

Other income only

Social
Social Social | Security,
Total money income 8ecurity Security Pension,
with 8ocial Public and and and All Reported
Total with earnings S8ecurity | assistance property pension property other no
with| earnings| and other income income income income income combi- money
income only income Total only only only only only ' nations income
FAMILIES
TOtBl ieuvnncroccocosccnss 8,206 89 3,868 4,248 585 3 1,036 364 1,290 969 6
Under $2,000...-. .. 87 8 36 43 26 - 4 - 3 10 6
$2,000 to $2,999.. . 213 2 54 156 55 - 28 - 1 72 -
$3,000 to $3,999.. 496 1 80 415 154 3 61 9 4 184 -
$4,000 to $4,999.... 599 2 141 455 155 - 128 24 17 132 -
$5,000 to $5,999.. . 720 - 204 516 109 - 181 49 47" 130 -
$6,000 to $6,999. . 728 2 200 525 33 - 140 75 144 133 -
$7,000 to $7,999. coee 654 1 219 434 25 - 162 81 125 ° 61 -
$8,000 to $8,999. 552 4 235 k)& 14 - 83 39 134 . 44 -
49,000 to $9,999.. e 473 4 221 249 9 - 56 30 117 . 38 -
$10,000 to $11,999 739 4 385 349 4 - 9 26 197 43 -
$12,000 to $14,999.. 862 14 531 7 2 - 53 21 202 38 -
$15,000 to $19,999.. 842 17 603 223 - - 35 10 143 36 -
$20,000 to $24,999 485 13 368 103 - - 12 - 72 19 -
$25,000 and over............... 759 17 591 151 - - 3 - 83 33 -
Median income.........dollars., 9,114 15,304 12,810 7,033 4,370 (B) 6,823 7,311 10,471 5,696 (B)
Median income.........dollars.. 12,490 17,484 16,129 9,073 4,578 (B) 8,609 7,792 12,863 7,762 (B)
UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS
TOtAlecseccocccocnsonsane 7,300 68 1,205 6,027 1,237 29 1,823 343 952 1,643 19
Under $2,000...... cene 503 10 48 446 196 15 95 4 4 11 19
$2,000 to $2,999. . 1,663 11 109 1,543 544 11 342 33 H 608 -
$3,000 to $3,999.. .oe 1,752 7 163 1,583 426 3 482 104 ” 488 -
$4,000 to $4,999.... . 912 4 173 735 55 - 340 68 133 139 -
$5,000 to $5,999....... eee 602 2 126 474 10 .- 155 52 162 94 -
$6,000 to $6,999....... . 436 11 124 301 3 - 99 32 125 42 -
$7,000 to $7,999. . 323 2 82 240 - - 84 27 98 31 -
$8,000 to $8,999.... . 224 1 72 152 - - 53 8 71 19 -
$9,000 to $9,999.... aoe 166 3 37 126 1 - 40 4 59 21 -
$10,000 to $11,999.... “ee 216 5 65 146 - - 38 4 76 27 -
$12,000 to $14,999.. ces 217 4 77 136 - - 40 H 69 23 -
$15,000 to $19,999.... ees 153 H 67 81 - - 26 2 41 12 -
$20,000 to $24,999 . 59 2 18 40 - - 21 - 17 2 -
$25,000 and OVer....ccococsoese 74 1 45 28 - - 7 - 15 6 -
Median income.........dollars.. 3,834 (B) 5,872 3,604 2,768 (B) 3,984 4,452 6,754 3,167 (B)
Median income.........dollars.. 5,340 (B) 8,133 4,763 2,755 (B) 5,079 4,923 8,261 3,918 (B)

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Buresu of the Census, unpublished 1978 Current Population Survey data.



Poverty Status of Persons and Families

About 1 out of every 7 persons 65 years and over in 1977, or
3.2 million persons, lived in families or as unrelated
individuals with low enough incomes to place them below
the poverty level. Although the total number of poor people
in the United States has not changed much since 1970, the
number of elderly poor (those 65 years and over) dropped by
about 1.5 million, or from one-fourth of the age group in
1970 to about one-seventh in 1977. One out of every 5 poor
persons was Black in 1977.

About the same number of older poor persons (1.6
million) lived in metropolitan as in nonmetropolitan areas,
although a higher proportion of older persons in non-
metropolitan areas were poor in 1977. Relatively few (8
percent) of the older poor worked in 1977.

A little more than one-half of the older poor people lived
alone and about 37 percent were part of a family; the
remainder lived with nonrelatives. Approximately 710,000
families maintained by persons 65 years and over, or 9
percent of all families maintained by persons of this age,
were below the poverty level in 1977. About 9 percent of
families maintained by a man and 14 percent maintained by
a woman fell below the poverty level. Black families were
about 5 times as likely to be poor as White families.

The number and kinds of income sources reported were
closely associated with whether a family’s income fell below
the poverty level in 1977. Not surprisingly, the lowest

incidence of family poverty among the elderly occurred
where the family had earnings along with other sources of
income; only about 4 percent of these families were poor in
1977.

Families without earnings income and families whose
major source of income was Social Security, either as their
only income source or in conjunction with Supplemental
Security income, had a high incidence of poverty. About 31
percent of families with Social Security income only, and 49
percent of those with Social Security and Supplemental
Security incomes, were below the poverty level in 1977.

The incidence of poverty varies significantly between race
and sex groups. In 1977, poor older Whites outnumbered
poor older Blacks in the ratio of 3 to 1, but the proportions
among the two groups were reversed; thus, 36 percent of
Blacks and 12 percent of Whites were poor. One-half of all
Blacks living outside of families were poor in 1977; of those
living within families, about one-fourth were poor. Among
Whites, the corresponding figures were 20 percent for those
outside families and 6 percent for those in families. The
contrast between race and sex groups is particularly striking
when all older White men are compared with all older Black
women. In 1977, 41 percent of Black women 65 years and
over lived in poverty, while only 8 percent of White men of
this age group were poor.
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Table 28. Poverty Status in 1977 of Persons 60 Years and Over, by Age and Selected Characteristics

(In thousands. Persons as of March 1978. For meaning of symbols, see text)

All income levels Below poverty level
Subject 65 years and over 65 years and over
Total, Total,
60 years 60 and 62 to 65 to| 72 years | 60 years 60 and 62 to 65 to| 72 years
and over | 61 years | 64 years Total | 71 years | and over | and over | 61 years | 64 years Total | 71 years and over
ALL RACES
Family Status and Composition
Total... 31,946 3,824 5,654 22,468 10,844 11,624 4,123 332 614 3,177 1,287 1,8%0
In families. 22,913 3,222 4,541 15,150 7,921 7,229 1,647 174 297 1,176 553 622
Head.......... .o 12,422 1,741 2,469 8,212 4,261 3,950 1,003 97 197 710 310 400
Wife of head. 7,940 1,327 1,788 4,824 2,965 1,860 529 70 95 364 204 160
Other family members. 2,551 153 284 2,114 694 1,419 114 7 5 102 39 62
In subfamilies......... . 200 4 44 151 55 96 57 2 19 35 17 19
Unrelated individuals. 9,033 602 1,113 7,319 2,923 4,395 2,476 158 317 2,001 733 1,268
Living alone...... 8,326 551 974 6,801 2,656 4,145 2,235 143 265 1,827 641 1,187
Living with nonrelatives. 707 51 139 517 267 250 241 15 52 174 93 81
In householdS...eeeeeenns . 613 45 119 448 228 221 207 13 51 143 75 68
Type of Residence
Totale.eeeeoeanocnasccsananss 31,946 3,824 5,654 22,468 10,844 11,624 4,123 332 614 3,177 1,287 1,890
Metropolitan areas.. . 20,124 2,494 3,630 14,000 6,854 7,146 2,086 184 309 1,593 691 902
In central cities.... cevee 9,431 1,086 1,646 6,699 3,255 3,443 1,242 127 161 953 436 517
Outside central citie P 10,693 1,409 1,984 7,301 3,599 3,703 844 57 148 639 254 385
Nonmetropolitan areas......... PR 11,822 1,330 2,024 8,468 3,990 4,478 2,037 148 305 1,584 596 988
Work Experience
Totaleceeononnae . 31,946 3,824 5,654 22,468 10,844 11,624 4,123 332 614 3,177 1,287 1,8%0
Worked last year... . 9,234 2,358 2,824 4,052 2,895 1,157 513 116 150 248 161 87
50 to 52 weeks.... . 5,510 1,742 1,828 1,940 1,359 581 244 62 71 111 65 46
49 weeks or less..... . 3,724 616 996 2,112 1,536 576 269 54 79 137 96 41
Did not work last year. . 22,712 1,466 2,830 18,417 7,949 10,467 3,610 216 465 2,929 1,126 1,803
Retired....c.ceeeecccasscossnnanes 9,510 216 808 8,485 3,550 4,935 1,073 22 99 951 350 601
Tenure and Living Arrangements
Persons in households........ 31,946 3,824 5,654 22,468 10,844 11,624 4,123 332 614 3,177 1,287 1,8%0
Living with relatives...... 23,078 3,227 4,583 15,268 7,995 7,273 1,719 173 314 1,231 590 641
Owner-occupied units. 19,148 2,747 3,852 12,550 6,661 5,889 1,184 116 220 847 387 461
Renter-occupied units 3,930 480 732 2,718 1,334 1,384 535 57 94 383 203 180
PubliC.cevcvvans . 237 26 43 168 80 88 64 5 9 50 25 25
Private...... . 3,692 454 689 2,550 1,254 1,295 471 52 86 334 179 155
. 542 47 96 399 193 206 169 15 35 119 56 63
. 353 31 62 260 118 141 9 8 18 66 31 35
Renter-occupied units . 190 16 34 140 75 65 78 8 17 53 25 28
PubliC.ccecesconas . - - - - - - - - - - - -
Private...ccc.. . 190 16 3% 140 75 65 78 8 17 53 25 28
Living alon@........ . 8,326 551 974 6,801 2,656 4,145 2,235 143 265 1,827 641 1,187
Owner-occupied units . 4,979 320 587 4,071 1,569 2,502 1,174 62 147 964 310 654
Renter-occupied unit . 3,347 230 387 2,730 1,087 1,643 1,062 81 118 863 330 532
PUbliC.ccvsccnnnce ceeee 424 10 34 380 136 244 207 ? 22 179 63 116
Private....ccccocacenccanssccncs 2,923 220 353 2,350 952 1,398 854 74 96 684 268 416
WHITE
Family Status and Composition
Total... ereecannas 28,896 3,460 5,120 20,316 9,709 10,607 3,152 242 484 2,426 923 1,502
In families. cecanee 20,810 2,927 4,132 13,751 7,148 6,603 1,148 122 217 809 364 645
Head....... cenee 11,255 1,562 2,230 7,463 3,849 3,614 683 66 146 472 195 2717
Wife of head....... . 7,400 1,235 1,658 4,507 2,746 1,762 399 51 68 281 154 126
Other family members. oo 2,154 130 244 1,780 553 1,227 65 6 4 56 14 42
In subfamilies.... 157 3 33 120 44 n 37 1 9 28 13 15
8,086 533 988 6,566 2,561 4,004 2,004 120 267 1,617 560 1,057
Living alone.....ceoe 7,565 488 871 6,206 2,386 3,820 1,859 109 229 1,520 509 1,011
Living with nonrelative: 521 45 116 360 176 184 145 11 37 96 51 46
In households........ 445 39 98 307 147 160 123 9 37 76 38 38
Type of Residence o
Total..eeccans .o 28,896 3,460 5,120 20,316 9,709 10,607 3,152 242 484 2,426 923 1,502
Metropoliton areas . 18,091 2,248 3,273 12,571 6,091 6,480 1,577 131 250 1,195 495 700
In central cities....... .. 7,836 884 1,369 5,583 2,674 2,909 832 80 115 638 291 347
Outside central cities.. . 10,256 1,364 1,904 6,987 3,417 3,571 744 52 136 557 204 353
Nonmetropoliton areas...... .. 10,805 1,212 1,847 7,746 3,618 4,128 1,575 111 233 1,231 428 802
Work Experience
Totalececroaerose 28,896 3,460 5,120 20,316 9,709 10,607 3,152 242 484 2,426 923 1,502
Worked last year. 8,324 2,139 2,563 3,622 2,572 1,049 364 86 109 169 103 65
50 to 52 weeks.. 5,015 1,5% 1,669 1,756 1,230 525 188 46 57 85 53 33
3,309 549 894 1,866 1,342 524 176 40 52 84 51 33
20,572 1,321 2,557 16,695 7,137 9,558 2,788 157 375 2,257 820 1,437
8,740 206 740 7,79 3,239 4,555 846 20 84 742 260 482



Table 28. Poverty Status in 1977 of Persons 60 Years and Over, by Age and Selected
Characteristics—Continued

(In thousands. Persons as of March 1978.

For meaning of symbols, see text)
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All income levels

Below poverty level

65 years and over 65 years and over
Subject Total, Total,
60 years 60 and 62 to 65 to| 72 years | 60 years 60 and 62 to 65 to] 72 years
and over | 61 years | 64 years Total | 71 years | and over | and over | 61 years | 64 years Total | 71 years | and over
WHITE--Continued
Tenure and Living Arrangements
Persons in households.......... 28,896 3,460 5,120 20,316 9,709 10,607 3,152 242 484 2,626 923 1,502
20,926 2,936 4,168 13,822 7,188 6,634 1,196 126 229 841 386 455
17,630 2,542 3,555 11,533 6,096 5,436 863 9% 165 608 270 339
3,296 393 613 2,290 1,092 1,198 33 37 64 233 117 116
138 14 28 96 42 54 26 1 3 22 11 11
Private..ccccccccccscscccccanes 3,158 379 585 2,194 1,050 1,144 307 35 61 211 106 105
Living with nonrelatives only...... 406 36 81 288 135 153 97 7 26 64 28 35
Owner-occupied units........ 285 26 56 202 92 110 59 4 15 40 19 21
121 11 2% 86 43 43 38 3 11 26 9 15
121 11 24 86 43 43 38 3 11 24 9 15
7,565 488 871 6,206 2,386 3,820 1,859 109 229 1,520 509 1,011
4,624 301 536 3,787 1,458 2,329 1,011 54 129 828 266 562
2,91 187 335 2,619 928 1,491 848 sS 100 692 243 449
PUDliC.cccccocccocnsncnanas 330 5 25 300 9% 207 148 2 17 129 41 89
Private..c.ccccccccccccncasccase 2,611 182 311 2,119 834 1,285 699 54 83 563 202 360
BLACK
Family Status and Composition
- 2,721 313 478 1,930 1,036 894 909 81 127 701 345 355
1,850 248 356 1,246 698 548 461 44 79 338 181 157
1,045 153 213 679 380 299 291 27 50 2146 111 103
Wife of head........ 487 76 116 295 198 97 122 16 27 79 46 33
Other family members . 319 19 28 272 119 153 48 1 2 45 24 21
In subfamilies...... 21 2 - 19 10 9 5 2 - 4 4 -
Unrelated individual 871 65 122 684 338 346 448 38 48 362 164 198
Living 8lON@ccccecceccccscccccnns 699 59 100 540 251 288 363 34 34 295 125 170
Living with nonrelatives......... 172 6 22 144 86 58 85 4 14 67 39 28
In households...ccevecnnnccanns 155 6 20 129 76 53 73 4 13 57 33 23
Type of Residence
TOt&leceovecsecacscccacnsnssass 2,721 313 478 1,930 1,036 894 909 81 127 701 345 355
cen 1,801 210 313 1,279 697 581 487 48 58 382 193 189
. 1,450 181 248 1,021 546 475 392 42 47 303 145 159
Outside centrsl cities. . 352 29 65 258 151 107 95 6 11 78 48 30
Nonmetropolitan areas..c.ccccececccce 920 103 165 651 338 313 422 33 69 319 152 167
Work Experience
Total.cceoaes aee 2,721 313 478 1,930 1,036 894 909 81 127 701 345 355
VWorked last yesr. . 823 187 237 400 304 96 140 26 40 74 56 18
50 to 52 weeks. coe 451 128 151 171 120 51 50 14 13 23 12 10
49 weeks or leas....... .o 373 59 85 229 184 45 91 13 27 s1 43 8
Did not work last year... “ee 1,897 126 2462 1,530 732 798 768 55 87 626 290 337
Retired.cccceccseccecccscccnnnces 663 8 60 594 278 i 206 2 16 187 83 104
Tenure and Living Arrangements
Persons in households.......... 2,721 m 478 1,930 1,036 894 909 81 127 701 345 355
1,899 249 363 1,287 730 557 486 44 84 357 195 162
1,333 166 270 897 506 391 290 26 54 213 112 100
566 83 93 390 224 166 195 20 30 145 83 62
95 12 15 68 38 30 38 4 6 28 14 14
47 71 78 322 186 136 158 16 24 117 69 48
Living with noanrelatives only...... 124 5 15 103 55 48 60 3 9 48 25 23
Owner-occupied units.......... 60 5 S 49 23 26 26 3 3 19 9 10
64 - 10 54 32 22 35 - 6 29 16 13
64 - 10 54 32 22 35 - 6 29 16 13
699 59 100 540 251 288 363 3% 34 295 125 170
3l 18 49 246 98 148 154 8 18 128 38 90
385 40 s1 294 153 140 209 26 16 167 87 80
90 5 10 76 40 35 56 5 S &6 22 25
Private....cccecerccccccoccncnes 294 s 41 218 113 105 153 21 12 121 65 56

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 119, and

Survey data.

unpublished 1978 Current Population
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Table 30. Persons 65 Years and Over Below the Poverty Level in 1977, by Race, Spanish Origin,

and Sex
(Numbers {n th d Persons as of March 1978. For meaning of symbols, see text)
Number below poverty level Poverty rate
Race, Spanish In families In families
origin and sex Other Other
family Unrelated family Unrelated
Total | Total Head | Wife| members | individuals | Total | Total Head | Wife | members | individuals
ALL RACES
Both sexes.....| 3,177| 1,176 710 364 102 2,001 | 14.1 7.8 8.6 7.5 4.8 27.3
Male.....ccoceveaens 961 575 551 (X) 24 386 | 10.5 7.6 7.8 (X) 5.0 23.5
Pemale.......cco00.. | 2,216 601 159 364 77 1,615| 16.7 7.9 13.7 7.5 4.7 28.4
WHITE
Both sexes.....| 2,426 809 472 281 56 1,617| 11.9 5.9 6.3 6.2 3.1 24.6
MBl€...ooveccnonnnn 686 414 403 (X) 11 2713 8.3 6.0 6.2 (X) 3.0 20.1
Female.............| 1,739 395 70 281 45 1,344 14.9 5.8 7.5 6.2 3.2 25.8
BLACK
Both sexes..... 701 338 214 79 45 362 36.3| 27.1} 31.5| 26.9 16.4 53.0
243 144 132 (X) 12 991 29.7| 25.4| 28.4 (x) 11.5 39.4
Female............. 457 194 82 79 33 263 | 41.2| 28.6| 38.3| 26.8 19.6 60.8
SPANISH ORIGIN?
Both sexes... 113 51 35 10 6 62| 21.9| 12.9] 18.1| 1ll1l.4 5.3 50.3
MBle....ooceareennn 55 31 29 (xX) 2 24| 23.7| 16.4| 17.7 (X) (B) 54.9
Female....occeceues 58 21 7 10 4 38| 20.4| 10.2} 19.9| 1ll1l.4 4.4 47.8

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Source:

U.8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 119.

Tabie 31. Source of Income in 1977 of Families With Heads 65 Years and Over and of Unrelated Individuals
65 Years and Over, by Race and Poverty Status

(Numbers in thousands.

Families and unrelated individuals as of March 1978.

For meaning of symbols, see text)

All races White Black
Below poverty level Below poverty level Below poverty level
Source of income
Percent Percent Percent
of of of
Total Number total Total Number total Total Number total
FAMILIES
Head, 65 years and over.... 8,212 710 8.6 7,463 472 6.3 679 214 31.5
With earnings only.....ccco0ceese 89 13 14.6 69 5 (B) 19 7 (B)
With earnings and other income... 3,868 164 4.2 3,448 90 2.6 383 68 17.7
With other income only........... 4,248 527 12.4 3,940 371 9.4 276 139 50.2
Social Security income only.... 585 180 30.8 516 142 27.5 62 31 (B)
Public Assistance income only.. 3 3 (B) 1 1 (B) 2 2 (B)
Supplemental Security income
ONlY.cocersocensonansnconsonsns 41 37 (B) 21 19 (B) 18 17 (B)
Social Security and Supplemental
Security income only.......... 227 112 49.4 155 65 42.1 70 47 (B)
All other combinations. 3,392 195 5.7 3,246 143 4.4 125 42 71.2
NO income.....ocoeveecceccscnsnns 6 6 (B) 6 6 (B) - - (B)
UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS
Total, 65 years and over,,. 7,319 2,001 27.3 6,566 1,617 24.6 684 362 53.0
With earnings only.......ccevvene 68 20 (B) 56 20 (B) 12 - (B)
With earnings and other income... 1,205 127 10.5 1,078 99 9.2 115 28 24.4
With other income only........... 6,027 1,836 30.5 5,415 1,481 27.3 556 333 59.9
Social Security income only.... 1,237 702 56.8 1,061 578 54.4 163 113 69.2
Public Assistance income only.. 29 26 (B) 16 16 (B) 13 11 (B)
Supplemental Security income
ONlY.ecooseoascososcvassoanans 113 100 88.5 76 68 88.9 37 32 (B)
Social Security and Supplemental
Security income only.......... 558 332 59.5 408 227 55.7 143 103 72.0
All other combinations......... 4,089 675 16.5 3,854 593 15.4 202 75 37.1
NO iNCOMe...ccvvecrrronacncconnes 19 19 (B) 17 17 (B) 1 1 (B)

Source:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 119.
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Table 32. Poverty Status in 1975 of Family Members and Unrelated Individuals 65 Years and Over,
for the United States, Regions, Divisions, and States

(Number in thousands. Family members and unrelated individuals as of Spring 1976. For meaning of symbols see text)

All persons Family heads Unrelated individuals

Below current Below current Below current

Region, division, and State poverty level poverty level poverty level
Total Number Rate Total Number Rate Total Number Rate
United States.............. 21,721 3,049 14.0 8,160 662 8.1 6,721 1,976 29.4
Northeast.................. e 5,351 497 9.3 1,991 83 4.2 1,613 364 22.6
New England.........coooveeinn.n 1,312 110 8.4 480 12 2.6 400 90 22.5
Maine....... e ven 121 18 14.7 43 2 (B) 41 14 (B)
New Hsmpshire..... e 84 8 9.9 30 1 (B) 27 7 (B)
Vermont............ e PN 49 8 (B) 17 1 (B) 19 6 (B)
Massachusetts................ 634 38 5.9 232 2 0.9 191 33 17.5
Rhode Island................. 109 15 13.6 38 2 (B) 34 12 (B)
Connecticut....... e . 314 24 7.8 120 4 3.5 88 17 19.8
Middle Atlantic..........00.. .. 4,039 387 9.6 1,511 71 4.7 1,214 274 22.6
New York.... 1,948 176 9.1 697 30 4.3 640 129 20.2
New Jersey. ... 749 61 8.2 291 13 4.4 180 38 21.3
Pennsylvania 1,342 149 11.1 523 28 5.3 394 107 27.1
North Central.......... e 5,864 679 11.6 2,141 110 5.1 1,920 495 25.8
East North Central..... [P 3,921 398 10.2 1.427 60 4.2 1,264 300 23.7
Ohi0. .. vcvvevnennnnn R .. 1,028 116 11.3 387 21 5.5 320 84 26.1
Indiana........... e 511 56 11.0 190 9 4.5 171 43 25.0
11140018 ... eve e iaeann .. 1,108 112 10.2 390 16 4.1 366 83 22.6
Michigan..... e . 787 71 9.0 289 11 3.9 238 54 22.8
WiSCONSin. ...t vvi e 487 42 8.6 171 3 1.6 169 37 21.6
West North Central....... e 1,943 280 14.4 714 50 7.0 656 195 29.7
Minnesota.................... 414 53 12.8 152 10 6.4 143 36 25.2
Iowa.... 343 43 12.6 121 6 4.8 121 33 27.1
Missouri .. 582 98 16.9 213 19 9.0 193 68 35.2
North Dakota.............. ... 69 11 (B) 27 2 (B) 22 7 (B)
South Dakota................. 81 14 17.1 32 3 (B) 24 8 (B)
Nebraska 183 28 15.4 62 5 (B) 68 20 (B)
Kaneas...............c.0u.onn. 271 33 12.2 107 6 5.4 86 22 26.0
South...... S 7,018 1,539 21.9 2,746 399 14.5 2.076 894 43.1
South Atlantic................. 3,566 638 17.9 1,401 174 12.4 1.003 367 36.6
Delaware. .........o.couun..nn. 49 6 (B) 17 1 (B) 15 4 (B)
Maryland...........c.ocoeun.nn 332 38 11.4 128 7 5.4 90 27 30.0
District of Columbia.. 68 9 (B) 23 2 (B) 25 6 (8)
virginia.............. 416 76 18.2 158 21 13.4 121 43 35.7
West virginia............ e 209 41 19.4 85 10 11.5 71 27 38.2
North Carolina...... e 488 120 24.7 206 35 16.9 124 64 51.7
South Carolina......... e 227 61 26.8 93 20 21.5 59 28 47.8
Georgia....... e 421 134 31.9 161 42 26.1 139 70 50.2
Florida........ e 1,356 153 11.3 530 36 6.8 360 97 26.9
East South Central......... e 1,411 402 28.5 566 104 18.3 409 223 54.5
Kentucky......... e 359 81 22.6 142 21 14.9 98 44 45.6
Tennessee........ [ 436 113 26.0 186 34 18.3 121 58 47.8
Alabama.........c.0000u-n A 370 117 31.6 140 26 18.3 115 69 60.2
Mississippi.......... e 246 91 37.0 98 23 23.0 76 52 68.3
West South Central............. 2,042 499 24.4 79 121 15.6 664 304 45.8
ArKanBas. .. ... .....c.eonuvn. . 264 77 29.1 111 21 18.6 71 42 (B)
louisiana............. e 336 99 29.3 129 27 20.6 107 56 52.3
Oklahoma........... e 321 71 22.1 126 19 14.7 102 46 44.8
TeXAB. . oot 1,121 253 22.5 412 56 13.5 384 160 41.7
WEBL .o vt enee itiiaan e 3,488 334 9.6 1,282 70 5.5 1,112 223 20.0
[TRTTT T2 1 W 828 114 13.7 320 25 7.7 252 75 29.8
MONTANA. .+ ..o vvnnnennnnn 72 10 (B) 27 2 (B) 25 7 (B)
1d8R0. - .o v e i 77 12 15.1 32 3 (B) 23 7 (B)
Wyoming. .. ....coovvu.nnn R 32 4 (B) 13 1 (B) 11 3 (B)
COlOrado. « .o ivivieaenans 197 28 14.1 71 4 (B) 64 21 (B)
New MeX1CO. . oo oo .. 90 18 19.5 37 6 (B) 27 8 (B)
APLZONR. .o oivnin i 225 27 12.2 89 7 7.7 61 18 (B)
Utah. . oo iie e 89 12 13.3 35 2 (B) 27 9 (B)
Nevada............. [ 45 3 (B) 16 - (B) 14 3 (B)
PaCIfiC. .ot oiiie i s 2,660 221 8.3 962 45 4.7 860 148 17.2
Washington................... 351 34 9.8 128 5 3.6 118 27 23.0
OPregON. .. .oovvveiuinn e s 251 28 11.4 93 4 4.5 80 22 27.7
California................... 1,990 151 7.6 716 35 4.9 647 94 14.5
AlBSKR. .o oot 9 - (B) 3 - (B) 2 - (B)
[T & S 59 6 (B) 21 1 (B) 12 4 (B)

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 119.




In 1978, 15 million households were maintained by persons
65 years old and over. Approximately 3 out of every 4 of
these were owner-occupied households. Sixty-two percent of
the owner-occupied households were families and 38 percent

were older men or women living alone or with nonrelatives
only (primary individuals). Among the primary individuals

65 and over, women outnumbered men by 4 million. Most
women who are primary individuals are widows living alone

after the death of their husbands.

Older householders residing in the urban portions of
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s) were less
likely to own their homes (63 percent) than those living in
rural areas (84 percent), although the number owning their
homes in urban parts of SMSA’s (8.3 million) was nearly
double that in rural areas (4.3 million).

In 1976, 45 percent of all households maintained by a
person 65 years and over consisted of an older couple with
no nonrelatives living in the household. Eighty-three percent
owned their homes.

Table 33. Households With Head 55 Years and Over, by Race, Spanish Origin, Tenure, Type, and
Age of Head: March 1978

(In thousands. Noninstitutional population)

Owner households Renter households
n:::. se"‘o‘if’:e:;i‘“' Primary individuals Primary individuals
ag All Primary Primary
households Total | families Male Female Total | families Male Female
ALL RACES
Head, 55 years and over.. 27,408 | 20,441 14,628 1,276 4,538 6,967 2,875 1,104 2,989
55 to 64 years........c0000.. 12,183 9,457 7,868 411 1,178 2,726 1,431 477 818
65 to 74 years......cco000000e 9,383 6,942 4,650 427 1,865 2,441 904 383 1,155
75 years and OVer............ 5,842 4,042 2,110 438 1,495 1,800 540 244 1,016
WHITE
Head, 55 years and over.. 24,710 | 18,833 13,490 1,141 4,202 5,878 2,369 876 2,633
55 to 64 years.......c.c00.s .. 10,884 8, 689 7,256 359 1,074 2,196 1,146 364 685
65 to 74 years.........c..... . 8,462 6,399 4,285 383 1,731 2,063 742 302 1,019
75 years and OVer......oc.c.. 5,364 3,745 1,949 399 1,397 1,619 481 210 929
BLACK
Head, 55 years and over.. 2,431 1,427 1,010 118 300 1,004 449 213 342
55 to 64 years.......cc.00000n 1,163 682 535 51 96 481 246 106 129
65 to 74 years.....ccc0000enn 842 489 329 40 121 353 147 74 132
75 years and OVer............ 426 256 146 27 83 170 56 33 81
SPANISH ORIGIN?
Head, 55 years and over 630 365 300 18 46 266 153 41 71
55 to 64 years..... [ 321 188 172 3 14 133 86 15 31
65 to 74 years........0c0enne 220 123 94 8 20 97 51 17 29
75 years and OVer......o.oe.. 89 54 34 7 12 36 16 9 11

lpersons of Spamish origin may be of any race.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of

the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 338.
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Table 34. Households With Head 65 Years and Over, by Tenure and Type of Household, for Regions: 1976

(Numbers in th ds)
Number Percent
Tenure and household composition United North United North
States Northeast Central South West States Northeast Central South West
ALL OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS
TOtBleecseecesscossocscscscens 14,840 3,422 4,059 | 4,877 | 2,481 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Owner ocCUpiede.cccerceccesccanvanes 10,477 2,082 3,025 | 3,648 | 1,720 70.6 60.8 74.5 74.8 69.3
Two-or-more person households.... 6,875 1,419 1,939 2,383 1,133 46.3 41.5 47.8 48.9 45.7
Male head, wife present, no
nonrelativesS.ccccecicecccocccne 5,530 1,094 1,586 1,871 979 37.3 32.0 39.1 38.4 39.5
Other male headecceccecccosccccs 378 101 96 132 49 2.5 3.0 2.4 2.7 2.0
Female he@d.cceeeccocccccccnses 967 224 257 380 105 6.5 6.5 6.3 7.8 4.2
One-person households......cceeens 3,602 663 1,086 1,265 587 24.3 19.4 26.8 25.9 23.7
Renter occupied.ieccececcccccsccccncs 4,363 1,340 1,034 1,229 761 29.4 39.2 25.5 25.2 30.7
Two-or-more person households.... 1,606 549 325 488 244 10.8 16.0 8.0 10.0 9.8
Male head, wife present, no
nonrelatives..cccececcccecsscss 1,127 392 233 318 184 7.6 11.5 5.7 6.5 7.4
Other male.cccccocccccccccsccnns 88 30 14 24 21 0.6 0.9 0.3 0.5 0.9
Female head..cceccceocccccccncnes 391 127 78 146 39 2.6 3.7 1.9 3.0 1.6
One-person household8....cceveeee 2,757 791 709 741 517 18.6 23.1 17.5 15.2 20.8
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Housing Reports, Series H-150-76, Part A.
Table 35. Households With Head 65 Years and Over, by Tenure and Type of Household, for Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas: 1976
(Numbers in thousands)
Urban Rural
Tenure and household composition Inside | Outside Instide | Outside
Total Total SMSA's SMSA's Total Nonfarm Farm SMSA's SMSA's
All occupied housing units.......... 14,840 10,579 8,272 2,306 4,261 3,582 677 1,041 3,221
Percent distribution.....ccceceeee 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Owner occupied..ccesceescceccecssscscsncse 70.6 65.4 63.3 72.8 83.5 82.3 90.3 85.1 83.0
Two-or-more person households.......... 46.3 42,4 41.7 45.0 56.0 53.5 69.4 58.1 55.4
Male head, wife present, no
nonrelatives...cecoceccccccccccccces 37.3 33.7 32.7 36.9 46.2 44,2 57.0 47.8 45.7
Other male heAd.ce.ccececccascccosces 2.5 2.3 2.2 2.8 3.1 2.8 4.7 3.2 3.1
Female head..ccesceccercocccncsscnces 6.5 6.4 6.7 5.3 6.7 6.5 7.7 7.1 6.6
One-person householdsS......ceceoe0e0ees 24.3 23.0 21.6 27.8 27.5 28.8 20.8 27.0 27.7
Renter occupiede..ccccccccccescscccsscccs 29.4 34.6 36.7 27.2 16.5 17.7 9.7 14.9 17.0
Two-or-more person households.......... 10.8 12.2 13.4 7.9 7.4 7.6 5.9 7.4 7.4
Male head, wife present, no
nonrelatives....ccececccecccccsccces 7.6 8.6 9.5 5.4 5.1 5.1 5.0 4.8 5.2
Other male head.ccccccecccssccccnccne 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.3 1.1 0.4
Female head..ccceccececcccsccsncscens 2.6 3.0 3.3 2.1 1.7 1.9 0.6 1.5 1.7
One-person households....cccecevocccnee 18.6 22.4 23.3 19.3 9.1 10.1 3.8 7.5 9.6

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Housing Reports,

Series H-150-76, Part E.



Health and Health Services

Persons 65 years and over are less likely than the general
population to suffer an injury but are considerably more
likely to have a limitation of activity because of a health or
physical condition. They also have a higher average number
of restricted activity days and more days of bed disability. In
1977, about 43 percent of the population 65 and over had an
activity limitation, compared with 13 percent of the total
population. However, 35 percent of the total population,
compared with 21 percent of persons 65 years and over, were
injured during the year.

Persons 65 and over experienced an average of about 9
days of restricted activity each quarter in 1977. On the
average, they stayed in bed 3 or 4 days during the quarter.

On the average, 7 out of every 10 persons 65 years and
over had visited a physician during the previous 6 months
and 1 out of every 4 had visited a dentist. This population
group made an average of about 6.5 visits to a physician and
1.3 visits to a dentist during 1977. About 6 percent had not

visited a physician and about 45 percent had not visited a
dentist in at least 5 years.

By far the major cause of death in 1976 of persons 65
years and over was diseases of the heart. Among the 10
leading causes, diseases of the heart accounted for nearly as
many deaths as did the remaining nine causes combined. The
second leading cause was malignant neoplasms, followed by
cerebrovascular diseases. Accidents ranked seventh as a cause
of death.

Persons 65 years and over in 1976 could expect, on the
average, another 16 years of life. For men, the expectation is
nearer 14 years and for women 18 years. There is no
significant difference in the life expectancies for Blacks and
for Whites who were 65 years old in 1976. However,
assuming that the death rates in 1976 apply throughout the
lifetime of a newborn group of individuals, Blacks and other
races born in 1976 had a shorter life expectancy than Whites
born in that year—68.3 years and 73.5 years, respectively.

Table 36. Selected Health Indicators for Total Population and Population 65 Years and Over,

by Sex: 1977
(Civilian noninstitutional population)
Both sexes Male Female
Indicator All | 65 years All | 65 years All| 65 years
ages | and over ages | and over ages and over
Total population..thousands.. 212,153 22,266 | 102,384 9,197 109, 769 13,070
Percent with activity limitation... 13.5 43.0 13.9 47.7 13.1 39.7
In major activity...ccceeeececans 10.4 37.3 10.9 43.8 9.9 32.8
Days of restricted activity per
PErsSoOn PEr YeAr..eeceeccccccccsoses 17.8 36.5 15.8 33.0 19.6 38.9
Days of bed disability per person
PEr. YA eeeeescooocacassocsscnnnns 6.9 14.5 5.8 12.7 7.9 15.8
Persons injured per 100 persons
PEr YEAr.:eeescccsscccssssacncnsss 34.8 21.4 41.3 18.7 28.8 23.3
Days of bed disability with injury
per 100 persons per yea@r.....c.cece. 89.4 192.9 87.6 155.1 91.1 219.5

Source:

Statistics, Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10, No. 126.

U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health
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Table 37. Mean Days of Disability Per Person Per Quarter for All Persons 65 Years and Over,

by Type of Disability and Sex: 1977

(Noninstitutional population)

Quarter

Type of disability and sex January- April- July- October-

March June September December
BOTH SEXES, 65 YEARS AND OVER |
Mean days of restricted activity....... 9.4 8.8 9.3 8.9
Mean days of bed disability......ccec.. 4.0 3.4 3.6 3.5
Mean days 108t from WOrkK.....ceeocoecceee (*) (*) 1.5 1.3
MALE, 65 YEARS AND OVER
Mean days of restricted activity....... 8.8 6.6 9.1 8.5
Mean days of bed disability.....cccccee 3.8 2.7 3.2 2.9
Mean days 108t from WOrK.....cceeeeeee. (%) (%) (*) (*)
FEMALE, 65 YEARS AND OVER
Mean days of restricted activity....... 9.9 10.4 9.4 9.2
Mean days of bed disability...cccocecee 4.2 3.9 3.8 3.9
Mean days 108t from WOrK.....cceceeseee (*) (*) *) (*)

*Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision (more than 30 percent relative

standard error).

Source:

Statistics, Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10, No. 126.

U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health

Table 38. Time Interval Since Last Physician and Dental Visit and Visits Per Person Per Year, by Sex, for Persons

(Noninstitutional population,

65 Years and Over: 1977

For meaning of symbols, see text)

Physician visit Dental visit

Time interval since last visit

Both sexes Male Female | Both sexes Male Female
Persons 65 years and over!

thousands, . 22,266 9,197 13,070 22,266 9,197 13,070
Percent.................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 6 mth.n.---ooooooo-ooooo-cc 69:9 67.9 71:4 23.6 22.8 2‘..1
6 to 11 mnth...'..'..ll'.....l.... 9.7 9.7 9.7 7.8 708 708
1 ye.r.l.l.l.l.ll....l...l......l.. 6.5 6.8 6.4 7.9 7.8 B.o
2 to‘tyel.rl.............uu...... 7.8 8.7 7.1 1“.1 1“.3 14.0
5 YOArs Or MOr@cccccccccccocececccs 5.5 6.2 5.1 45,2 45,6 44,9
NQVOI‘.............................. - - - 006 °.9 0'4
Visits per person per ye&r......... 6.5 6.4 6.6 1.3 1.3 1.3

lIncludes a small number of persons not reporting on timing of last visit.

Source:

U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics,
Vital and Health Statistics, Series 10, No. 126.
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Table 39. Death Rates for the Ten Leading Causes of Death, for Persons 65 Years and Over, by Age: 1976

(Deaths per 100,000 population)

Total, 65 years 85 years

Cause of death (by rauk) and over | 65 to 74 years| 75 to 84 years and over
All CAUBEB.cetcececevonnsns cesene 5,428,9 3,127.6 7,331.6 15,486.9
Diseases of the heart........ eceennnee 2,393,5 1,286,9 3,263,7 7,384,3
Malignant neoplasms........eecoeeveonss 979.0 786.3 1,248.6 1,441,5
Cerebrovascular diseases........c..cc0. 694,6 280.1 1,014,0 2,586.8
Influenza or pneumonia...... ceiecenenns 2111 70.1 289.3 959.2
Arteriosclerosis..cccccceccocccoccscsce 122.2 25.8 152,5 714.3
Diabetes mellitll!.......uu-.-.-.-.-.. 10801 70.0 155.8 219.2
Accidonts.............................. IM.S 62.2 134.5 306.7
Motor v°h1¢1°'.ooc.ooooococ-oooo--cco 25.2 21.7 32.3 2600
All other.....'........li.......'.... 79'3 40.4 102.2 280.7
Bronchitis, emphysema, and asthma...... 76.8 60.7 101.4 108.5
Cirrhosis of 1ivVer.....cceceeceecccncnss 36,5 42,6 29,3 18.0
Nephritis and nephrosis......cccceeeeae 25,0 15.2 3.1 64.6
All other CauBeS8....cccocvvvecsccnancss 677.5 427.8 908.6 1,683,8

Source:

Vistal Statistics Report, Vol. 26, No. 12, Supplement 2, March 1978.

Table 40. Average Number of Years of Life Remaining at Age 65 and at Birth, by Race and Sex: 1976

U,S8. Department of Health, Education and Welfare, National Center for Health Statistics, Monthly

All races White Black and other races
Sex
At age 65 At birth| At age 65 At birth | At age 65 At birth
BOth BEXEB....ccos0s0ccacccss 16.0 72.8 16.1 73.5 15.8 68.3
MBle....cooceecnscsancecsssccccscns 13.7 69.0 13.7 69.7 13.8 64.1
Female...ooececoecocscsescscoccsscce 18.0 76.7 18.1 77.3 17.6 72.6

Source:

Statistics Report, Vol. 26, No. 12, Supplement (2), March 1978

U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Public Health Service, Monthly Vital



Crime Victimization

The population 65 and over suffered from crimes against the
person at only about one-fourth the rate during 1977 as did
the population 12 years and over—about 30 crimes per 1,000
population compared with about 130 per 1,000. For each of
the two age groups, larceny was by far the most frequent

crime (about 78 percent).

In crimes against households, those households main-
tained by a person 65 years and over were victimized to a
lesser extent than households in general for each of the three
crimes considered. Burglary and household larceny ac-
counted for the great majority of crimes against households
and motor vehicle theft accounted for a minor portion.

Table 41. Victimization From Selected Crimes Against Persons, for the Population 12 Years and Over
and 65 Years and Over, by Race: 1977

(Rate per 1,000 population.

For meaning of symbols, see text)

Persons 12 years old Persons 65 years old
and over and over

Crime
Total White Black Total White Black
Crimes of violence.......cocceeceee. 33.9 33.0 41.9 7.5 7.0 13.4
Rape and attempted rape.......... 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.1 0.1 -
Robbery and attempted robbery.... 6.2 5.4 13.0 3.4 3.0 7.9
With injury.....cccceeeecocccee 2.2 1.9 5.2 1.9 1.8 3.4
Without injury...ccecceceeeeces 4.0 3.5 7.9 1.4 1.1 4.4
ASSAULt....cccescoccocncccccncnce 26.8 26.8 27.9 4.0 3.9 5.6
Aggravated....cccoeocconcoccnsne 10.0 9.6 13.9 1.2 1.0 2.7
Simple...ccceeececscasccascesss 16.8 17.2 14.0 2.8 2.8 2.8
Personal larceny.......ccoceceeeeees 97.3 98.2 90.0 23.6 23.1 26.9

Source:

U.S. Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, National

Criminal Justice Information and Statistical Service, unpublished data from the National

Crime Survey.

Table 42. Victimization From Selected Crimes Against Households, for Households
With Heads 12 Years and Over and 65 Years and Over: 1977

(Rate per 1,000 households)

Head, 12 years Head, 65 years

Crime and over and over

Total households......thousands.. 76,412 15,168

BUFrElaBry..coccececcccceosccccccscscccos 88.5 49.7

Household larceny............. ceseens 123.3 57.4

Motor vehicle theft............ crecssas 17.0 3.8
Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Assistance Administra-

tion, National Criminal Justice Information and Statistical Services,
unpublished data from the National Crime Survey.








