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The past quarter century has
produced a remarkable amount
of change in nearly every sphere
of American life. Recent trends
seem to have had an extraordi-
nary impact on the attitudes and
values which provide the founda-
tion for social cohesion in the
United States. As these cultural
patterns undergo revision, social
institutions also experience some
reshaping. In this process, the
family has not been exempt.
These developments have altered
the way that many households
and families are formed, main-
tained, and dissolved. The charts
on the following pages are
presented as an illustration of
how patterns of change may be
perceived through the use of
survey and census statistics.

This chartbook was originally
prepared by the Bureau of the
Census, U.S. Department of
Commerce, for the use of dele-
gates and other participants

in the 1980 White House
Conference on Families. It
provides a graphic overview of
selected recent family trends re-
flecting changes in the personal
lifestyles of many Americans.
Information and limited com-
mentary are presented on family
formation, family dissolution,
and living arrangements of the
U.S. population. The charts
document: attitudes toward
family life; trends in fertility;
levels of first marriage, divorce,
and remarriage; changes in

living arrangements of adults
and children and in family and
household makeup; developments
in the economic aspects of family
life including increases in the
number of working wives and
working mothers, income of
families of various types, and
trends in homeownership; and

a description of families accord-
ing to residence inside or outside
of metropolitan areas.

This report is intended to be
only generally descriptive of
changes in family living. Much
more detailed information on
most of the topics presented in
the charts and associated areas
of interest are available in other
Current Population Reports.



Most Americans place a high
value on family life.

Three of every four adults since
1973 say they find ‘‘a very great
deal” or ‘‘a great deal’’ of satis-
faction with family life.

One-half of U.S. adults oppose
older persons sharing homes
with grown children.

The growing tendency for older
persons and their grown children
to live apart reflects the finding
that one-half of adults think that
two generations of adults living
together is “‘a bad idea.” A
“generation gap’’ may be in-
volved among many who say

it isonly ““agood idea” or
““depends.”’

Almost all married people say
they have a happy marriage.

Although two-thirds of married
adults report being ‘‘very happy,”
most of the other one-third say
they are only “’pretty happy” in
their marriage. Many of those
who were unhappily married
apparently have divorced.

Close to one-half of U.S. adults
believe divorce should be more
difficult.

As divorces have become in-
creasingly easy to obtain, a de-
clining proportion of adults say
that the ease of obtaining a di-
vorce should stay as it is.
Variable proportions say it
should be more difficult or

less difficult to obtain a
divorce.






First marriage and remarriage
decline as divorce rises.

The number of first marriages
rose during the 1960’s as persons
born during the baby boom
reached the average marrying
age, but the marriage rate per
1,000 never-married persons
continued a longtime downward
trend. Divorces surged upward
during the 1960’s and early
1970’s but now the increase

has slowed.
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Chart 4.

Number and Rate of First Marriages, Divorces, and
Remarriages of Women: 1951-77
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census.






















Despite recent changes, three of
every four persons in the United
States live in married-couple-
households.

This proportion declined from

85 percent in 1960 to 75 percent
in 1978. Fifty percent of the 220
million people lived in married-
couple households with young chil-
dren present, and nine percent lived
in one-parent households. Among
the others, 2.7 million persons in
1978 lived in households of un-
married couple of opposite sex,
twice as many as in 1970.

Chart 14.
Living Arrangements of the Noninstitutional
Population: 1960, 1970, and 1978
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census.

Older women are the largest age-
sex group of persons living alone,
but the rate of increase has been

fastest among young adults.

Two of every five persons living
alone are women 55 years old or
over, but the number of men and
women under 35 living alone in-
creased fastest (tripled) between
1970 and 1978, as 3 million
more young adults maintained
one-person households while
separated, divorced, or not

yet married.
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Chart 15.
Persons 14 Years Old and Over Living Alone,
by Sex and Age: 1970 and 1978
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Married-couple families with
children in the home have the
highest median income.

These families had nearly three
times as much income in 1977,
on the average, as families main-
tained by lone mothers ($18,600
versus $6,500). Families main-
tained by women seldom have
two or more earners, and a
relatively large proportion of
these families is maintained

by Black women or by women
who were not high school
graduates.

More of the family income is
being earned by the wife.

Between 1960 and 1978, the
proportion of income of married-
couple families earned by the
wife rose from 20 percent to 26
percent. The increase for Black
families was especially large, but
the change was very small for
families with the wife working
full time year round.
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Over three-fourths of all married
couples are homeowners.

In 1978, 78 percent of the
married-couple households were
homeowners, compared with 47
percent of the family households
maintained by women with no
husband present.

A variable proportion of house-
holds pay one-fourth or more of
their income for shelter.

Only 22 percent of married-
couple homeowners pay one-
fourth or more of their income
for shelter, compared with 82
percent of female renters with
no relatives present.
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