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.When people talk about the vitality of the family, they
often are referring to a traditional nuclear family comprised
of a married couple with at least one child. There are,
however, other types of family groups, and strict adherence
to this narrow definition of the family excludes a significant
proportion of people who actually live in families.

Over the past two decades, the Census Bureau has docu-
mented the especially large increase in the number of one of
these alternative family types: families maintained by women
with no husband present. In 1974, the Bureau issued a special
report devoted to what were then referred to as ‘‘female
family heads.” That study included data primarily for the
1960-73 period. This year’s report provides new information
for the decade of the 1970’s on female householders and
their families.

The Census Bureau is moving toward the elimination of
terminology such as ‘““head of household”” and ‘‘head of
family,” recognizing that many households and families
are no longer organized in accordance with autocratic
principles. Roles now overlap or are shared, and decision-
making within the family is often distributed on a more
equitable basis.

This report focuses on the sort of family living units that
the Bureau once called “‘female-headed families.” The new
terminology, however, is “families maintained by female
householders with no husband present.” During the 1970’s,
this type of family had a higher rate of growth than any
other type. Various factors contributed to this phenomenon:
childbearing outside marriage; the dissolution of nuclear
families through separation, divorce, or widowhood; the
inclination and ability of women to establish or maintain
independent families rather than residing with parents or
other relatives as they might have done at one time; and the
disproportionate population increase in the young adult ages.

Although the strength of the family today as compared

Introduction

with other points in the past is debatable, the institution of
the family is still the major conduit for transmitting social
values and distributing economic benefits. Families maintained
by female householders, particularly those with children,
tend to suffer financial hardships due to the absence of an
earner who either has been or could be a major income
contributor. This situation makes it difficult for these families
to secure their fair share of the Nation’s economic pie. Even
if a female householder is a full-time worker, she probably
earns less than a comparable male worker and her family’s
income is not likely to be supplemented with the earnings
of a second income recipient. Especially perilous is the
economic security of those families maintained by women
who have never worked outside the home, dropped out of
the labor force years ago to be full-time mothers, or only
worked part time. When large numbers of families have found
it difficult to fulfill their traditional responsibilities, public
programs have been devised to ameliorate the attendant
social and economic difficulties. The emergence of large num-
bers of female-householder families, a majority of which are
one-parent situations, has enlarged the pool of families which
may require the attention and assistance of policymakers.

This report presents a compilation of data describing
changes between 1970 and 1979 in families maintained
by women with no husband present. Included is information
relating to characteristics such as age, race, Spanish origin,
number and age of children, place of residence, marital
status, education, employment status, occupation, mobility,
and income. (See the following charts.) Most of the data are
from the Census Bureau’s Current Population Survey. Since
the figures are estimates based on samples of the population,
they are subject to sampling variability, which is relatively
large for small numbers. A full statement about the sampling
variability is presented in Appendix B, ‘“Source and
Reliability of the Estimates.”



A Profile of the 8.5 Million Families

Maintained by Female Householders in 1979
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LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

Before discussing female householders in more detail,
it might be helpful to examine the full range of women’s
living arrangements. The vast majority of women live in
family settings, although the proportion in families has
declined slightly since 1970. In 1979, 55 percent of women
14 years old and over were living with their husbands, 10
percent were maintaining a family or subfamily without a
husband, and 20 percent were living in some other family
situation (usually with their parents); the corresponding

proportions at the beginning of the decade were 59 percent,

8 percent, and 21 percent, respectively (table 1).

About 16 percent of women 14 years old and over in
1979 were not living in family households, up from 12
percent in 1970. Most of these women lived alone. The
proportion of women living with persons to whom they were
not related by birth, marriage, or adoption was 3.6 percent
in 1979, compared with 2.3 percent in 1970. This group of
women included, among others, female partners in unmarried-
couple households.

Women 35 to 44 years old were the most likely to reside in
family households. By contrast, women 75 years old and
older were most likely to be living in nonfamily households,
generally because these women continue to maintain their
own homes after their families have dissolved (usually due to
the deaths of their husbands).

Women without husbands living in a family setting with
one or more of their own children present are likely to be
younger than comparable women living in families with
no children present. In 1979, about 83 percent of those with

Female
Householders
in Context

children were under age 45, while only 14 percent of those
without children at home were in that age group (table 2).

FAMILY COMPOSITION

The increase in the number of families maintained by
female householders was one of the most dramatic changes
in the composition of family units during the 1970's. While
the total number of families increased by 12 percent between
1970 and 1979, the number maintained by female house-
holders grew by 51 percent (table 3). Even more striking was
the 81-percent increase in the number of householders who
were mothers with one or more of their children present in
the home (table 4).

Due to their high rate of growth, female householders
constituted 15 percent of the total number of families in
1979, up from 11 percent of the 1970 total. Among families
with children under 18 present, 17 percent were maintained
by the mother alone in 1979, compared with 10 percent in
1970.

Among Whites, 12 percent of all families were maintained
by female householders in 1979. By contrast, 41 percent of
Black families and 20 percent of Spanish-origin families were
maintained by women.

Not all female householders are mothers living with
children in households where the husband is not present.
People sometimes use statistics on female householders as if
they were synonymous with ‘‘single-parent” situations.
In fact, only 5.3 million (63 percent) of the 8.5 million
families maintained by women in 1979 were single-parent
(mother-child) families.



Table 1. Age of Women, by Living Arrangements: 1979 and 1970

(Does not include inmates of institutions.

Numbers in thousands.

For meaning of symbols, see text)

Women in families Women not in families
All women 14
years snd over Living with husband Not hlivbingdlvlth Living with
Age of women usban nonrelatives
In own Chil- No In own
house- dren chil- Living | house-
Number | Percent | Total | Total hold | Others | Total | present dren | Others | Total alone hold Others
1979
Total, 14 years and over | 88,617 100.0| 84.3 54.5 53.8 0.7] 10.0 6.5 3.6 19.8| 15.7 12.1 1.2 2.6
14 to 24 years................ | 22,308 100.0| 90.2| 22.8 21.9 0.9 4.4 3.9 0.4 63.0 9.8 3.4 1.7 4.7
25 to 34 years........000000.. | 17,334 100.0| 89.3 70.5 69.5 1.0] 13.3 12.7 0.7 5.5| 10.7 6.2 1.6 2.8
35 to 44 years..........000... | 12,671 100.0| 94.1 76.5 75.9 0.5 15.0 13.1 1.9 2.6 5.9 4.1 0.6 1.3
45 to 54 years........e0.00... | 11,790 100.0] 91.3 75.4 75.0 0.5] 13.1 6.9 6.2 2.8 8.7 7.1 0.4 1.3
55 to 64 years................ | 10,887 100.0| 80.1 67.4 67.0 0.4 8.9 1.4 7.5 3.8| 19.9 18.0 0.7 1.2
65 to 74 years.......eeec0naen 8,382 100.0| 62.1| 46.9 46.3 0.5 8.4 0.1 8.4 6.8 37.9 35.4 1.3 1.2
75 years and OVer.......ccoe.0 5,245 100.0| 47.7| 20.9 20.6 0.3 9.2 0.1 9.2 17.5| 52.3 50.0 1.2 1.0
1970
Total, 14 years and over | 76,841 100.0| 88.11 59.1 58.2 0.9 7.9 4.4 3.5 21.1 11.9 9.5 0.7 1.6
14 to 24 yeard......convevv.a. | 19,741 100.0] 95.3 28.7 27.0 1.7 3.3 3.0 0.3 63.4 4.7 1.4 0.7 2.5
25 to 34 years......eevues.000 | 12,617 100.0} 95.3 81.9 81.1 0.9 8.5 8.2 0.3 4.9 4.7 2.8 0.6 1.3
35 to 44 years.......c0000.... | 11,814 100.0( 96.3 83.3 82.8 0.5 9.8 8.4 1.3 3.2 3.7 2.6 0.2 0.8
45 to 54 years..,..... 11,938 100.0| 92.0| 78.7 78.1 0.5 9.6 5.6 3.9 3.8 8.0 6.6 0.5 0.9
55 to 64 years........ 9,703 100.0| 80.0| 64.5 64.1 0.4 9.6 1.2 8.4 6.0 20.0 17.3 1.1 1.6
65 to 74 years.......ci00eunns 6,823 100.0) 64.6| 44.4 43.8 0.7 9.4 0.1 9.2 10.8| 35.4 32.3 1.4 1.7
75 years and OvVer......ccceees 4,204 100.0} 55.7| 20.8 20.4 0.4 11.7 - 11,7 23.2] 44.3 40.3 1.6 2.5

!Includes female householders and women maintaining subfamilies (i.e., related subfamilies) and secondary families (i.e., unrelated sub-

families).

Table 2. Living Arrangements of Women, by Age: 1979 and 1970

For meaning of symbols, see text)

(Does not include inmates of institutions.

Numbers in thousands.

Women in families

Women not in families

Not living with Living with
Living with husband husband! nonrelatives
Age of women
All women In own Chil- No In own
14 years house- dren chil- Living | house-

and over| Total| Total hold | Others | Total present dren | Others | Total alone hold Others

1979
Total, 14 years and over 88,617 | 74,721 | 48,257 47,662 595 8,889 5,719 3,170 17,575 | 13,896 | 10,738} 1,029 2,129
Percent.....ceccecuces 100.0| 100,0| 100.0( 100.0| 100.0{ 100.0 100.0 100.0{ 100.0| 100.0{ 100.0| 100.0 100.0
14 to 24 years.....oeoeeeeeaes 25.2 26.9 10.5 10.3 32.9 10.9 15.4 2.9 80.0 15.7 7.0 36.9 49.5
25 to 34 years.....cc0c0cncnen 19.6 20.7 25.3 25.3 28.4 26.0 38.4 3.6 5.4 13.3 10.0 27.7 22.9
35 to 44 years. .. ciescvencens 14.3 16.0 20.1 20.2 10.9 21.4 29.1 7.4 1.9 5.4 4.8 7.4 7.5
45 to 54 years......coecenevnn 13.3 14.4 18.4 18.5 9.4 17.3 14.2 23.1 1.9 7.4 7.8 4.3 7.0
55 to 64 years.....eeeeccscnes 12.3 11.7 15.2 5.3 8.1 10.9 2.7 25.6 2.3 15.6 18.3 7.3 6.0
65 to 74 years.....cecvenanens 5 7.0 8.1 8.1 7.2 8.0 0.2 22.1 3.2 22.8 27.7 10.2 4.7
75 years 8nd OVer......ceoceess 9 3.3 2.3 2.3 2.9 5.5 0.1 15.2 5.2 19.7 24.4 6.2 2.6

1970
Total, 14 years and over 76,841 | 67,717 | 45,397 | 44,728 669 6,075 3,409 2,665| 16,245 | 9,123 | 7,319 565 1,240
Percent....ccceceeenne 100.0| 100.0f 100,0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0 100.0 100.0{ 100.0| 100,0| 100.0| 100.0 100.0
14 to 24 years...ccevececcesee 25.7 27.8 12.5 11.9 49.2 10.7 17.1 2.4 77.0 10.1 3.9 25.7 40.2
25 to 34 years. creseee 16.4 17.8 22.8 22.9 16.3 17.7 30.3 1.5 3.8 6.5 4.9 12.9 12.8
35 to 44 years. . 15.4 16.8 21.7 21.9 8.7 19.0 29.3 5.8 2.4 4.8 4.3 5.0 7.8
45 to 54 years. .. 15.5 16.2 20.7 20.9 9.6 18.8 19.7 17.6 2.8 10.5 10.8 9.6 9.0
55 to 64 years...... ceeae 12.6 11.5 13.8 13.9 6.4 15.3 3.3 30.6 3.6 21.3 23.0 18.8 12.3
65 to 74 years...... cenae .9 6.5 6.7 6.7 6.9 10.6 0.3 23,7 4.5 26.5 30.1 16.5 9.6
75 years and OVer......cecsees .5 3.5 1.9 1.9 2.7 8.1 - 18.4 6.0 20.4 23.1 11.9 8.3

!Includes female householders and women maintaining subfamilies (1.e., related

families).

subfamilies) and secondary families (i.e., unrelated sub-



Table 3. Number of Families, by Type, Race, and Spanish Origin of Householder: 1979 and 1970

(Fumbers in thousands).

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Mumber Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
All families.....cccecccccccans 57,804 100.0 51,586 100.0 6,218 12,1
Families maintained by:
Married CoOupPle.....cevcecvsvcsccase 47,692 82.5 44,755 86.8 2,937 6.6
Other male householder............. 1,655 2.9 1,239 2.4 416 33.6
Other female householder........... 8,458 14.6 5,591 10.8 2,867 51.3
WHITE
All families.....cccocecceecass 50,910 100.0 46,261 100.0 4,649 10.0
Families maintained by:
Married COUPle@...ceccececconcccanne 43,636 85.7 41,049 88.7 2,587 6.3
Other male houséholder....... 1,355 2.7 1,048 2.3 307 29.3
Other female householder........... 5,918 11.6 4,165 9.0 1,753 42,1
BLACK
All families....ccccecncncccces 5,906 100.0 4,887 100.0 1,019 20.9
Families maintained by:
Married Couple....ccceeecsccccccccs 3,244 54.9 3,323 68.0 =79 -2.4
Other male householder............. 272 4.6 182 3.7 90 49.5
Other female householder........... 2,390 40.5 1,382 28.3 1,008 72.9
SPANISH ORIGIN®
All famili@8....c.ccceccucnccan 2,741 100.0 2,004 100.0 737 36.8
Families maintained by:
Married Couple....ccccceeeccncrcnes 2,089 76.2 1,615 80.6 474 29.3
Other male householder............. 110 4.0 82 4.1 28 34,1
Other female householder........... 542 19.8 307 15.3 235 76.5

18ource of 1970 Spanish-origin data:
Spanish origin may be of any race.

i

1970 Census of Population, Family Composition, Vol. II, 4A, table 6. Persons of

Table 4. Number of Families With Own Childran Under 18, by Type, Race, and Spanish Origin
of Houssholder: 1979 and 1970

(Numbers in th ds. For meaning of symbols, see text)
1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent . Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
All famili@B...c..cc00ceccnnsann 30,371 100.0 28,812 100.0 1,559 5.4
Pamilies maintained by:
Married CoOupPle®.....ccceesvescancnns 24,514 80.7 25,5641 88.6 -1,027 4.0
Other male householder.......ccoc.. 569 1.9 345 1.2 224 64.9
Other female householder........... 5,288 17.4 2,926 10.2 2,362 80.7
WHITE
All families......ccc00000c00ae 26,056 100.0 25,543 100.0 513 2.0
Families maintained by:
Married Couple.....c.ceeveevcvcvccss 22,101 84.8 23,277 91.1 -1,176 -5.1
Other male householder............. 4b4 1.7 271 1.1 173 63.8
Other female householder........... 3,511 13.5 1,995 7.8 1,516 76.0
BLACK
All families.....cccececvncanss 3,690 100.0 2,984 100.0 706 23,7
Families maintained by:
Married couple......cccc00cecanense 1,890 51.2 1,999 67.01. -109 -5.5
Other male householder............. 116 3.1 73 2.4 43 (B)
Other female householder........... 1,684 45.6 912 30.6 772 84.6
SPANISH ORIGIN?
All famili@S......000000000000n 1,902 100.0 1,407 100.0 495 35.2
Families maintained by:
Married Couple......cccevecvscnsnsns 1,456 76.6 1,158 82.3 298 25.7
Other male householder............. 36 1.9 35 2.5 1 (B)
Other female householder........... 410 21.6 214 15.2 196 91.6
Ygource of 1970 Spanish-origin data: 1970 Census of Population, Family Compositiom, Vol. II, 4A, table 6. Persons of

Spanish origin may be of any race.



PLACE OF RESIDENCE

Female householders maintaining families are distributed
throughout the Nation in essentially the same manner as
other types of families, or the population in 'general. The
highly populated States with large numbers of families, not
surprisingly, tend to be the ones containing most of the
families maintained by women. In 1976 (the most recent
year for which this information is currently available for
States), about 1 of every 5 of the Nation’'s female-
householder families lived in either California or New York.
In fact, one-half of all such families were concentrated in
just eight States: California, New York, Pennsylvania, Texas,
Ilinois, Ohio, Michigan, and Florida (table 5).

A somewhat more meaningful way of examining the inter-
State differences is to compare the proportion of all families
in each State that are maintained by female householders. In
1976, female householders constituted 15 percent or more of
all families living in Mississippi, Georgia, New York, Louisiana,
North Carolina, and Alabama. In 1970, there were no States
with as many as 15 percent of the families being maintained
by women with no husbands present.

In 1976, North Dakota and Wyoming had the lowest
incidence of female family householders as a proportion of
their families (6 percent and 7 percent, respectively). The
corresponding proportions for the States in 1970 were
essentially the same. One reason why relatively sparsely
populated States such as Wyoming and North Dakota do
not have a high incidence of female householder families
is that families of this type tend to live inside the central
cities of large metropolitan areas, and these States have
few, if any, big cities. In 1979, 41 percent of female house-
holders were in central cities and 32 percent were in the
adjacent suburbs. Thus, metropolitan areas as a whole
accounted for 73 percent of the total (table 6).

Black and Spanish-origin women maintaining families
were more likely than were women maintaining families in

Geography

the general population to be concentrated in and around
cities; 80 percent of Black and 90 percent of Spanish-origin
women lived in metropolitan areas.

Not only did female householders tend to live in metro-
politan areas (SMSA’s), but 43 percent of all such women
were in SMSA’s with a population of 1 million or more.
The proportion was even higher for Black (52 percent)
and Spanish-origin women (64 percent).

The increase in women maintaining families is by no means
confined to the centers of large cities. During the 1970’s, the
number of these families increased at a higher rate in surbur-
ban areas (71 percent) than in central cities (41 percent).

MOBILITY

Female householders were somewhat more mobile than
family householders overall during the 1975-79 period.
Among all family households, about 41 percent moved from
one location to another within the United States or moved
into the country from abroad, whereas 47 percent of families
maintained. by women made similar moves (table 7). The
median age among these women was 33.4 years for those
who changed their place of residence within the United
States versus 50.5 years for female householders who had not
moved since 1975. It seems likely that many of the moves
were related to the dissolution of marriages, usually through
separation or divorce,

It has been suggested that women maintaining families
would tend to migrate to different States offering the most
generous public services for women in their circumstances.
However, the data do not indicate that this is necessarily
true. About 8 percent of all family households and 7 percent
of female family households moved to a different State
between 1975 and 1979. While these data say nothing about
the motivation for such moves, economic or otherwise, they
do indicate that families maintained by women do not have
a significantly greater likelihood than other families of moving
to another State.

9
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Table 5. Families and Female Householders With No Husband Present, by State: 1976 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Regions, divisions, and States

1976

1970

Female householder,
no husband present

Female householder,
no husband present

Percent Percent Percent Percent

All of all distri- All of all distri-

femilies Total families bution| families Total | families bution

United States, total....... 56,080 7,493 13.4 100.0 50, 969 5,504 10.8 100.0
NOTthemst......ooverusessnnnccnes 12,842 1,906 14.8 5.4 12,362 1,459 11.8 26.5
New England.....cccoceeeveevesne 3,136 428 13.6 5.7 2,925 327 11.2 5.9
MAiN@..cceerovereorcocacsvoas 278 32 11.7 0.4 246 24 9.8 0.4
New Hampshire.......coeoceeeee 218 23 10.8 0.3 183 16 8.7 0.3
Vermont....coceeceeeccccccses 122 14 11.6 0.2 106 10 9.4 0.2
Massachusetts.........ccoco00e 1,482 215 14.5 2.9 1,388 169 12.2 3.1
Rhode Island......coec0c000000 241 35 14.6 0.5 235 28 11.9 0.5
Connecticut.....cccccanvcveces 820 107 13.1 1.4 767 80 10.4 1.5
Middle AtlantiC.......cceeesees 9,678 1,477 15.3 19.7 9,417 1,132 12.0 20.6
NOW YOTrK..c.cocevococcscncsans 4,675 775 16.6 10.3 4,585 592 12.9 10.8
New Jersey.. 1,926 266 13.8 3.5 1,833 203 11.1 3.7
Pennsylvani®...ccoocccccencee 3,076 435 14,2 5.8 2,999 337 11.2 6.1
North Central.......ccoeseeeseese 15,060 1,770 11.8 23.6 14,127 1,314 9.3 23.9
East North Central........ccc.. 10,683 1,344 12.6 17.9 10,039 975 9.7 17.7
ON10..ccsveenossacsrensoosnans 2,832 349 12.3 4.7 2,683 263 9.8 4.8
INdi8N8. . .ceveevoreacnecnnne 1,421 146 10.3 1.9 1,318 115 8.7 2.1
T114N018. s vvevverenocnscannne 2,848 399 14.0 5.3 2,784 297 10.7 5.4
MICh1gRN. coveveesnnarcasronse 2,398 333 13.9 4.4 2,182 211 9.7 3.8
Wisconsin...... 1,181 114 9.7 1.5 1,072 88 8.2 1.6
West North Central. 4,376 426 9.7 5.7 4,089 339 8.3 6.2
MiNNesota......c.eevcecencens 994 93 9.4 1.2 917 72 7.9 1.3
TOWR. .cosevesasoncnasscncacse 750 61 8.2 0.8 n3 52 7.3 0.9
MiBBOUrL. . cccvosencossonnones 1,275 147 11.6 2.0 1,200 119 9.9 2.2
North Dakota.....ccceveeecscee 158 9 6.2 0.1 147 10 6.8 0.2
South Dakot&......eccceeeeees 177 15 8.5 0.2 160 12 7.5 0.2
Nebraska......cocoeeeecoscane 401 35 8.8 0.5 372 28 7.5 0.5
Kans@s....oocveeoeroncncannes 619 63 10.2 0.8 579 47 8.1 0.9
SOUtN...uveeevsnsoscsssoscnscanes 18,251 2,544 13.9 34,0 15,839 1,839 11.6 33.4
South At1antiC......evveveennsn 9,078 1,312 14.5 17.5 7,762 933 12.1 17.0
Delawhre.....oecoecesscsccese 153 19 13.0 0.3 136 14 10.3 0.3
Maryland......ccccceeccccncns 1,066 157 14.8 2.1 972 112 11.5 2.0
District of Columbia,....c... 158 56 35.6 0.7 163 41 25.2 0.7
Virginia....cocccc000c000000es 1,317 160 12.1 2.1 1,159 130 11.2 2.4
West VArginia....ccceeeceeenss 494 56 11.4 0.7 452 49 10.8 0.9
North Carolin@....c.ceceevese 1,504 228 15.2 3.0 1,286 153 11.9 2.8
South Caroling.....ceceveeeess 730 107 14.7 1.4 624 83 13.3 1.5
(e 2 1,292 215 16.7 2.9 1,144 150 13.1 T 2.7
F1oridR..cceescecsascnscnsces 2,360 310 13.2 4.1 1,806 201 11.1 3.7
East South Central.........eu.. 3,638 526 14,5 7.0 3,241 386 11.9 7.0
KOntucCky. .ocoeosecovcccoconcs 909 115 12.7 1.5 821 88 10.7 1.6
Tennessee.......ccoeccovconce 1,161 163 14.1 2.2 1,020 119 11.7 2.2
Alabama..... teeccsoee 969 146 15.1 1.9 870 108 12.4 2.0
Mississippi...... Anveass 597 101° 17.0 1.3 530 71 13.4 1.3
West South Central.........c... 5,535 705 12.7 9.4 4,856 519 10.7 9.4
ATKANSaS. ..c.oeeeveccnnsnonse 584 67 11.6 0.9 502 51 10:2 0.9
Louisiana...ccoevevscocnscsane 944 146 15.5 1.9 868 117 13.5 2.1
748 77 10.4 1.0 677 67 9.9 1.2

TOXRS. .cocvocoscocorssssoscsnnse 3,258 413 12.7 5.5 2,810 284 10.1 5.2
WeBt...oveereerrorsoonnscnscncans 9,924 1,271 12.8 17.0 8,660 893 10.3 16.2
MOUNntain. .covoveeseeosccnscoses 2,527 276 10.9 3.7 2,033 182 9.0 3.3
MONtaANA. .coveeeeecranssnnoans 193 16 8.5 0.2 170 13 7.6 0.2
IdahO..c.evvovecoccsonncncnns 221 19 8.9 0.3 179 13 7.3 0.2
WYORINE. cocrevencacsocsesnsan 100 7 7.3 0.1 84 6 7.1 0.1
Colorado..ceeererscossacannns 660 72 11.0 1.0 545 50 9.2 0.9
New MeX1CO....ccocrevoscnvecne 297 42 14.3 0.6 242 26 10.7 0.5
ATiZONB. cccvcevvrvcnronscnons 592 67 11.4 0.9 439 43 9.8 0.8
UtBh, ceooreneeennonnncanrnssss | N, 303 27 9.1 0.4 249 20 8.0 0.4
Nevada....cccoveeveccvsssccce .159 21 13.5 0.3 124 11 8.9 0.2
PRCAL1C. ceveeroaossoncesarcanns - 1,397 995 13.5 13.3 6,628 ni 10.7 12.9
Washington.....ceceeveecececss 924 98 10.6 1.3 862 75 8.7 1.4
OT@gON. scvoruvrosacecsassanes 615 69 11.3 0.9 542 45 8.3 0.8
CalifOrNiB.ceurecerorernonnss 5,574 796 14.3 10.6 4,988 571 11.4 10.4
AlasK,...coveenscerncnsreose 82 8 10.5 0.1 66 4 (B) 0.1
Hawaid..oooeooevcoooscnooannnse 200 22 11.1 0.3 170 16 9.4 0.3

1The 1976 total includes secondary families (i.e., unrelated subfamilies).

1970 Census total.

Source: Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 334, Demographic, Social, and Economic Profile of States:

Such family groups were not included in

Spring 1976, table 6. 1970 Census of Population, Vol. I, U.S. Summary, table 65.



Table 6. Residence of Families Maintained by Female Householders With No Husband Present, by Race
and Spanish Origin: 1979 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
Total female householders,
no husband present.........oc000 8,458 100.0 5,591 100.0 2,867 51.3
In nonmetropolitan Areas.......ccecceee 2,263 26.8 1,535 27.5 728 47.4
In metropolitan areas.......ccececeeeee 6,195 73.2 4,056 72.5 2,139 52.7
Central cit168....cc0ccvesvscoscnccns 3,473 41,1 2,465 44,1 1,008 40.9
Suburban Areas........ccccc00cv00vo00e 2,722 32.2 1,591 28.5 1,131 71.1
Size of metropolitan area:
3,000,000 OF MOT@...cccoveaescncccces 1,810 21.4 1,292 23.1 518 40.1
1,000,000 to 2,999,999.......cc000000. 1,825 21.6 1,136 20.3 689 60,7
250,000 to 999,999..c.ccc0cvcecnecces 1,882 22.3 1,130 20,2 752 66.5
Less than 250,000......00.00000000000 678 8.0 499 8.9 179 35.9
WHITE
Total female householders,
no husband present...........e.. 5,918 100.0 4,165 100.0 1,753 42,1
In nonmetropolitan areas.......ccceeese 1,727 29.2 1,198 28.8 529 44,2
In metropolitan areas.......ccccccceoee 4,192 70.8 2,966 71.2 1,226 41.3
Central cit1e8....c.c000ccvcocccccansns 1,891 32.0 1,559 37.4 332 21.3
Suburban areas.......ccccc00000v0000s 2,300 38.9 1,408 33.8 892 63.4
Size of metropolitan area:
3,000,000 OFr MOT@....00vesvccacoccnns 1,079 18.2 903 21.7 176 19.5
1,000,000 to 2,999,999.....cc0000000. 1,253 21.2 791 19.0 462 58.4
250,000 to 999,999...c.ccc0ccievencens 1,362 23.0 867 20.8 495 57.1
Less than 250,000......c000000000000. 497 8.4 405 9.7 92 22,7
BLACK
Total female householders,
no husband present........cccc00 2,390 100.0 1,382 100.0 1,008 72.9
In nonmetropolitan areas........cccc... 490 20.5 324 23.5 166 51.2
In metropolitan areas.......c.cceecceeese 1,899 79.5 1,058 76.5 841 79.5
Central citles......co00ccevecncnncns 1,530 64.0 883 63.9 647 73.3
Suburban areas.........cec00000000000 369 15.4 175 12,7 194 110.9
Size of metropolitan area:
3,000,000 or MOYe.....c0000ceesvecoes 686 28.7 382 27.6 304 79.6
1,000,000 to 2,999,999........0000... 548 22.9 341 24.6 207 60.7
250,000 to 999,999.....ccc000000000an 489 20.5 244 17.7 245 100.4
Less than 250,000......c000000000000. 177 7.4 91 6.6 86 9.5
SPANISH ORIGIN'
Total female householders,
no husband present........cccc.. 542 100.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
In nonmetropolitan areas........c.ecov. 59 10.8 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
In metropolitan areas........ceceeeeve. 484 89.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Central cities........c.ccvvvevensesee 347 63.9 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Suburban areas..........cccc000000000 137 25.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Size of metropolitan area:
3,000,000 or MOTe...cco0vvcevccnnncas 251 46.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1,000,000 to 2,999,999.....c00000000- 97 18.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
250,000 to 999,999....ccc0v0veecnccns 97 18.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Less than 250,000.......cc000000000000 38 7.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

N
1persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.
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Table 7. Mobility of Family Houssholders Between 1975 and 1979

(NMumbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Total Movers in United States
Subject Same Same | Different
Number Percent | Nonmovers Total county State State

ALL FAMILY HOUSEHOLDERS

Total, 14 years and over... 57,804 100.0 58.7 40.0 23.5 8.7 7.8 1.3
14 to 19 years......ccovoeecennne 312 100.0 10.3 87.8 61.5 14.7 11.5 1.9
20 to 24 years........cccc000000s 3,525 100.0 7.1 90.3 56.8 17.3 16.2 2.6
25 t0 29 yOArS ... .cccevnterenans 6,473 100.0 19.5 77.5 446.9 17.3 15.2 3.0
30 to 34 yeRrs....c.c00r0ccncnsene 7,005 100.0 37.1 60.9 35.7 13.5 11.7 2.0
35 to 44 years.....cccrcvintnnnn 11,754 100.0 58.0 40.5 23.8 8.6 8.1 1.5
45 to 64 years........cc000000000 20,225 100.0 77.3 22.0 12.8 5.0 4.2 0.7
65 years and over................ 8,510 100.0 85.8 13.8 7.2 3.4 3.2 0.6
Median 8B ..ccccocceccrcnccsancnn 44 .8 (x) 52.5 33.6 33.4 33.9 3.0 33.4
ALL FEMALE HOUSBHOLDERS,
NO HUSBAND PRESENT

Total, 14 years and over... 8,458 100.0 53.0 45.8 31.5 7.6 6.8 1.1
14 to 19 years....c.ecvcceccneces 121 100.0 10.7 88.4 62.8 15.7 9.9 0.8
20 to 24 years....... vecesessenns 680 100.0 10.9 88.1 61.8 13.2 13.1 1.0
25 t0 29 years......c.ce000cennns 1,016 100.0 20.4 78.0 52.7 12.2 13.0 1.8
30 to 346 years.......cc0c0n0cn000 1,112 100.0 39.4 58.4 38.8 10.4 9.2 2.2
35 to 44 years.......cc000etennnn 1,851 100.0 52.1 46.6 32.0 8.0 6.5 1.4
45 to 64 years....... cesescsncons 2,482 100.0 70.1 28.9 20.2 5.0 3.7 0.9
65 years and over.......cccc0c000 1,196 100.0 87.6 12.4 8.8 1.6 2.0 -
Median Qe ..c..cccocecocvnccssese 42.0 (x) 50.5 33.4 33.5 33.8 32.6 34.7




AGE

Women ‘maintaining families in 1979 were likely to be
younger than their 1970 counterparts. In 1970, the median
age of these women was 48.2 years (table 8). Since then,
the number of women 45 years or older maintaining families
has increased by 525,000 (17 percent), while the number of
those under 45 years of age has increased by about 2.3
million (96 percent). As a result, the median age of women
maintaining families declined by 6.2 years from 48.2
to 42.0 years between 1970 and 1979.

As one would expect, female family householders with
children still at home were younger than the overall popu-
lation of women maintaining families. In 1970, 75 percent of
female householders with children were under 45 years old,
compared with 44 percent of all female householders; the
corresponding proportions for 1979 were 82 percent and 57
percent, respectively.

Between 1970 and 1979, the median age of White female
householders declined by 6.8 years from 50.5 to 43.7 years;
however, they were still likely to be somewhat older than
their Black or Spanish-origin counterparts. The race and
ethnicity differentials in median age were smaller among
women with children,

MARITAL STATUS

Marital status is closely related to the age composition of
the population. For instance, if there is a high proportion of
people in their seventies or older, there is likely to be a
similarly high proportion of widowed persons. Conversely,
if a high proportion of the population is made up of people
in their twenties or younger, there is likely to be a relative
abundance of single (never-married) persons.

As the average age of female householders has declined,

their marital status characteristics have altered significantly.

Demographic
Characteristics |
of the Women

Between 1970 and 1979, the proportion that were widows
showed a large decline, while the percentage who were single
or divorced women increased rather dramatically. Con-
sequently by 1979, 1 of every 2 female householders had
either never been married or had terminated the marriage by
divorce (table 9).

Most of the female householders without children were
widows, whereas those with children were most likely to be
divorced. However, it was those families with children that
were maintained by never-married mothers which registered
the most dramatic increase during the decade. During the
1970-79 period, there was a four-fold increase in the number
of ‘unmarried-mother’’ families.

Black women maintaining families were more likely to be
single or separated and less likely to be divorced or widowed
than their White counterparts. This pattern was observed in
both 1970 and 1979,

EDUCATION

More than one-half of the female family householders in
1970 had not completed 4 years of high school. However,
this level of schooling was not typical of the numerous
mother-child situations. Many of those who had not com-
pleted high school were older women and women whose
children were no longer living at home. As the population
of female householders has become more youthful and
includes more women with children, there has been a
decrease in the proportion of women who did not finish
high school. Thus in 1979, the majority (59 percent) of
women maintaining families were at least high school
graduates, and 21 percent had attended college (table 10).

In terms of the increase in female householders by level of
education, the highest rate of growth since 1970 was for
those with some college. Growth rates in excess of 100

13
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percent were exhibited by both those with 1 to 3 years of
college and those with 4 years of college or more. Among the
corresponding female householders under age 45 with
children, the rates of increase since 1970 in the number of
women maintaining families were even higher.

Racial differences in the years of school completed by
women maintaining families were substantial. Even asrecently
as 1979, a majority (53 percent) of the Black women were not
high school graduates; among White women the proportion
was considerably less (37 percent).

Table 8. Age of Female Householders With No Husband Present, by Race, Spanish Origin, and
Presence of Children: 1979 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present
'l‘otil, 14 years and over....... 8,458 100.0 5,591 100.0 2,867 51.3
14 to 24 years.......cccc0cvesencsens 801 9.5 436 7.8 365 83.7
25 t0 29 yOArS.......cteccncccsonanen 1,016 12.0 463 8.3 553 119.4
30 to 34 years......cc00c0ccnv0scnsan 1,112 13.1 466 8.3 646 138.6
35 to 44 years......co00t0ernnsonnns 1,851 21.9 1,075 19.2 776 72.2
45 to 54 years........ccc00t 0000000 1,518 17.9 1,100 19.7 418 38.0
55 to 64 years....... eesesiessinsannn 963 11.4 921 16.5 42 4.6
65 to 74 yeArs.......00c 0t 0n0nenene 712 8.4 640 11.4 72 11.3
75 years and over............. PP 484 5.7 491 8.8 -7 -1.4
Median 8ge.....c.c00uvs0tnnccansacnns 42.0 (X) 48.2 (x) (X) x)
With Own Children Under 18
Total, 14 years and over........ . 5,288 100.0 2,926 100.0 2,362 80.7
14 to 24 yeArs....coovev v iviennnoias 709 13.4 371 12.7 338 91.1
25to 29 years..........c..unun.n ciie 946 17.9 440 15.0 506 115.0
30to 36 years........0...... P 1,068 20.2 449 15.3 619 137.9
~35 to 44 years.....o.00eivtnn0ncseaca 1,616 30.6 921 31.5 695 75.5
45 to 54 years........c0000000000000e 786 14.9 630 21.5 156 24.8
55 to 64 years......ccce0ccveccnrcnns 151 2.9 106 3.6 45 42.5
65 years and OVer.......ceeo0ecc0000a0 12 0.2 9 0.3 3 (B)
Median 8ge.......ceoc0000nc0c0sscncnce 34.6 (x) 37.2 X) x) (X)
WHITE
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present
Total, 14 years and over....... 5,918 100.0 4,165 100.0 1,753 42.1
14 to 24 years....cococvnennosvsnncns 468 7.9 283 6.8 185 65.4
25 t0 29 yearB..ceccecstcescsnsennenes 647 10.9 297 7.1 350 117.8
30 to 34 years.......ccineeiniianonns 719 12,1 287 6.9 432 150.5
35 to 44 YearS..esecertencieiconconns 1,296 21.9 742 17.8 554 74.7
45 t0 54 YeBYS.e. .. vvetrienotacnonnn 1,105 18.7 860 20.6 245 28.5
55 t0 64 yeBrS...cceiiiiitrnraronaans 716 12.1 739 17.7 =23 -3.1
65 to 74 years...c.ocrececitnencocsans 559 9.4 534 12.8 25 4.7
75 years and OVer.....cc.ooevceecsons 408 6.9 423 10.2 -15 -3.5
Median age......... Gessreissesseseras 43.7 x) 50.5 (X) (xX) (x)
With Own Children Under 18
Total, 14 years and over......... 3,511 100.0 1,995 100.0 1,516 76.0
14 to 24 years..... e 400 11.4 200 10.0 200 100.0
25 to 29 years........ P 601 17.1 279 14.0 322 115.4
30 to 34 years........c00n0u..n 693 19.7 303 15.2 390 128.7
35 to 44 years......co000tinnnecnans 1,146 32.6 654 32.8 492 75.2
45 to 5S4 years........c000iiin.n eere 562 16.0 453 22.7 109 24.1
55 to 64 years.............. cisssenes 102 2.9 92 4.6 10 10.9
65 years and over......... ceseesncens 6 0.2 14 0.7 -8 (B)
Med18n BEE.c...vcvevrceccnnneccsnsons 35.5 (X) 38.3 (X) (X) (X)



Table 8. Age of Female Householders With No Husband Present, by Race, Spanish Origin,
and Presemce of Children: 1979 and 1970—Continued

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)
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1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Perocent Number Percent Number Percent
BLACK
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present
Total, 14 years and over....... 2,390 100.0 1,382 100.0 1,008 72.9
14 to 24 years......ceo0cecececoscsces 316 13.2 148 10.7 168 113.5
25 t0 29 yeArs.....cc0cive0cicnniaane 351 14.7 162 11.7 189 116.7
30 to 34 years..........c0 0000000000 376 15.7 175 12.7 201 114.9
35 to 46 years.......cititniecneniann 526 22,0 327 23.7 199 60.9
45 to S4 years............... 378 15.8 233 16.9 145 62.2
55 to 64 years........... 230 9.6 173 12.5 57 32.9
65 to 74 years........... ceesasecsens 144 6.0 102 7.4 42 41.2
75 years and over........... Ceeeanes . 70 2.9 63 4.6 7 (B)
Median age............... Ceesreniean. 37.9 (x) 41.3 (x) (x) (X)
With Own Children Under 18
Total, 14 years and over......... 1,684 100.0 912 100.0 772 84.6
14 t0 24 years.........cco00000000000 295 17.5 124 13.6 171 137.9
25 t0 29 yeArs.......cc00000cc0nsnnns 331 19.7 157 17.2 174 110.8
30 to 34 years......cc.cicti0encnane 358 21.3 168 18.4 190 113.1
35 to 44 yeArS.....cctetecnnniecancnn 447 26.5 285 31.3 162 56.8
45 to 54 YeRAYS ... vceianiiniiiannannn 204 12.1 137 15.0 67 48.9
55 to 64 years....ccocc0c00ccrcnnnnan 43 2.6 33 3.6 10 (B)
65 years and OVer.......ce0c000000000 6 0.4 8 0.9 -2 (B)
Median AB@.e.eiveee.rroisrncraconnsns 33.0 (X) 35.2 (x) (69] (x)
SPANISH ORIGIN!
All Pemale Householders,
No Husband Present
Total, 14 years and over....... 542 100.0 307 100.0 235 76.5
14 to 24 yeArs....ccecivecenencsonnns 79 14.6 32 10.4 47 (B)
25 to 29 years............. teciennene 97 17.9 39 12.7 58 (B)
30 to 34 years.......ccco000000000000 81]. 14.9 41 13.4 40 (B)
35 to bh years.............. 127 23.4 80 26.1 47 58.8
45 to 54 years.......ccc000v0000000c0 90 16.6 55 17.9 35 (B)
55 to 64 years............. eeiesenes 34 6.3 33 10.7 1 (B)
65 to 74 years.......o0...... Ceeianee 28 5.2
75 years and over......... 6 1.1 26 8.5 8 ®)
Median K@@ ......cceocercecrntronencons 36.1 (X) 40.2 (x) (xX) (X)
With Own Children Under 18
Total, 14 years and over......... 410 100.0 214 100.0 196 91.6
146 t0 24 yeArs...c.o..ivniiicnccnnane 69 16.8 28 13.1 41 (B)
25 to 29 YyeArs......c. 0000000000 0000 88 21.5 36 16.8 52 (B)
30 to 34 years....... eeseeniraeans .e 80 19.5 38 17.8 42 (B)
35 to 44 years.....cccc0etnenncronnne 115 28.0 69 32.2 46 (B)
45 to 54 years............... 50 12.2 34 15.9 16 (B)
55 to 64 years.........oco00cc0n00c0e 8 2.0 8 3.7 - (B)
65 years and OVer......ccccoeavseccoes - - 2 0.9 - (B)
Median age............ ceeeieseniaacne 33.0 (x) 35.7 (x) (X) (x)

1Source of 1970 Spanish-origin data:
Spanish origin may be of any race.

1970 Census of Population, Family Composition, Vol. II, 4A, table 6.

Persons of
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Table 9. Marital Status of Female Houssholders Withi No Husbmd Pmont by Raee and Presence
of Children: 1979 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present
TOtBles.vececoessacnsscscsnosses 8,458 100.0 5,591 100.0 2,867 51.3
8ingle (never married).....eeeccc000. 1,416 16.7 610 10.9 806 132.1
Married, husband absent............ .e 1,770 20.9 1,326 23.7 (YA 33.5
Separated.....cc.o00000000000000000 1,502 17.8 945 16.9 557 58.9
Other...ocoevveoearcanssessssssanns 268 3.2 381 6.8 -113 =-29.7
Divorced..c.cocccoeeceossssocccseane .e 2,807 33.2 1,259 22.5 1,548 123.0
Widowed....... ceeseessssesonscsannsns 2,465 29.1 2,396 42.9 69 2.9
With No Own Children Under 18
. Total............ 3,170 -100.0 2,667 100.0 503 18.9
8ingle (never married).......... 514 16.2 377 14.1 137 36.3
Married, husband sbsent......... enee 296 9.3 234 8.8 62 26.5
Separated........ Cersieveerensusnes 243 7.7 174 6.5 69 39.7
Other......ococ0etvusasse creseesess 53 1.7 60 2.2 -7 (B)
Divorced.......ccccoevencrccncncssocnse 573 18.1 303 11.4 270 89.1
Widowed........... PR [ . 1,786 56.3 1,753 65.7 33 1.9
With Own Children Under 18
Total......... PR ceerevevonse 5,288 100.0 2,926 100.0 2,362 80.7
8ingle (never married)...... ceenens .o 902 17.1 234 8.0 668 285.8
Married, husband absent............ .e 1,473 27.9 1,093 37.4 380 34.8
Separated.......cc.0... cessennsans . 1,258 23.8 m 26.3 487 63.2
Other............ ceresesseacesrasns 215 4.1 322 11.0 =107 =33.2
Divorced............ cereseanian vesene 2,234 42,2 956 32.7 1,278 133.7
Widowed............. cesecasoasane e 679 12.8 ) 644 22.0 35 5.4
WHITE
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present
Total....... ereccnssans ceseens 5,918 100.0 4,165 100.0 1,753 42.1
8ingle (never mnrried)............... 681 11.5 382 9.2 299 78.3
Married, husband absent........ [P 1,050 17.7 767 18.4 283 36.9
Separated........ sessessssssesasses 846 14.3 470 11.3 376 80.0
Other........e0.... terececiecnenane 204 3.4 297 7.1 -93 -31.3
DAVOrced...cccoviecrecocscssocsaccnne 2,297 38.8 1,055 25.3 1,242 117.7
WidOWed . oo .t vvtercosencsccssssesnsses 1,891 32,0 1,960 47.1 -69 -3.5
With No Own Children Under 18
Total....... cheeees ceiieseasesnns 2,408 100.0 2,170 100.0 238 11.0
Single (never married)........cc..e00 383 15.9 316 14.6 67 21.2
Married, husband absent.............. 146 6.1 136 6.3 10 7.4
Separated........... Ceeeesanien oo 107 4.4 85 3.9 22 25.9
Other......oo0000es tessecesccsncnes 39 1.6 51 2.4 =12 (B)
Divorced...........c0. sereseescsesnnn 474 19.7 256 11.8 218 85.2
Widowed .o . ceeooeocorsevsonsccoccconone 1,406 58.4 1,461 67.3 -55 -3.8
With Own Children Under 18
Total.e.ovvorennncnnan 3,511 100.0 1,995 100.0 1,516 76.0
Single (never married)............. oo 298 8.5 66 3.3 232 (B)
Married, husband absent.............. 904 25.7 630 31.6 274 43.5
Separated...cc..ceesereccrcorcnsane 739 21.0 384 19.2 355 92.4
Other..c.orvevococenccosccoccnne P 165 4.7 246 12.3 =81 -32.9
Divorced......co000000 PP .e 1,823 51.9 799 40,1 1,024 128.2
Widowed.eoocvvoun.nn eecescnnes cesesrcae 485 13.8 500 25.1 =15 -3.0

W Y 13 m 'Y M oW .8 a2 = (3 Mn
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Table 9. Marital Status of Female Houssholders With No Husbend Present, by Race and Presence
of Children: 1979 and 1970—Continued

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
BLACK
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present
Total.oe.ovooeasonene ceeees ceee 2,390 100.0 1,382 100.0 1,008 72.9
Single (never married).......... 705 29.5 223 16.1 482 216.1
Married, husband absent.......... P 687 28.7 546 39.5 141 25.8
Separated.......cc 0000t 0ncnens .o 636 26.6 468 33.9 168 35.9
Other.............. ceeenscensecnans 51 2.1 78 5.6 =27 -34.6
DiVOrced.......o.oovivoeccennscnsns . 474 19.8 196 14.2 278 141.8
Widowed..eeooeoeoooaeisocsoosocncnons 523 21.9 417 30.2 106 25.4
With No Own Children Under 18
Total.eoeeorone tesescscrccsscnses 706 100.0 472 100.0 234 49.6
Single (never married)......... ceesas 118 16.7 58 12.3 60 (B)
Married, husband absent........... cee 147 20.8 94 19.9 53 56.4
Separated............. ceraisans ceoe 133 18.8 87 18.4 46 52.9
Other....... sesesssesenssa veee . 14 2.0 7 1.5 7 (B)
Divorced.......c...c.0.. vessecenans 93 13.2 45 9.5 48 (B)
Widowed.........cc00uunn eeeeaeees ceee 348 49.3 276 58.5 72 26.1
With Own Children Under 18
TOtAle.o.veruoocesanens teessceans 1,684 100.0 912 100.0 772 84.6
Single (never married)......... ceveee 588 3.9 166 18.2 422 254.2
Married, husband absent.............. 541 32.1 454 49.8 87 19.2
Separated........c.c0000.. creresanns 503 29.9 382 41.9 121 31.7
Other.......... cieeecnn 38 2.3 72 8.0 =34 (B)
Divorced........... tetesesenan eenese 381 22.6 151 16.6 230 152.3
Widowed......co000000 cetseceansas 174 10.3 141 15.5 33 23.4
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Table 10. Years of School Completed by Female Houssholders With No Husband Present, by Age,
Race, and Presence of Children: 1979 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present
Total, all ageS...cccoceecovccse 8,458 100.0 5,591 100.0 2,867 51.3
Elementary:
O to 8Byears.cccecccecccccoccnccnns 1,696 20.1 1,797 32.1 =101 -5.6
High school:
1 to 3years........coce0e00000000e 1,810 21.4 1,274 22.8 536 42.1
4 YOATB.o.veove.visesseossssccscnse 3,160 37.4 1,777 31.8 1,383 77.8
College:
1 to 3 years....coceceeccscocccccce 1,184 14.0 464 8.3 720 155.2
4 YEAYrS OF MOTe...cocoeccscscssoons 608 7.2 279 5.0 329 117.9
Total, under age 45....cccc00000s 4,780 100.0 2,439 100.0 2,341 96.0
Elementary:
O to 8B yeArs..ececceccceccoccoccass 440 9.2 402 16.5 38 9.5
High school:
lto3years........cccconvs00escce 1,174 24.6 741 30.4 433 58.4
4 JEATB.ov..0o.csvssvsssssocscccnce 2,009 42.0 961 39.4 1,048 109.
College:
1to 3 years.....cococvevcecnnccccs 821 17.2 240 9.8 581 242.1
4 YOATrS OF MOT@.cccvoesosnvascssons 336 7.0 94 3.9 242 257.4
Total, age 45 and Over.....cecos. 3,677 100.0 3,153 100.0 524 16.6
Elementary:
0O to B years.....ceecceccccsccsccss 1,256 34.2 1,395 44,2 =139 -10.0
High school:
1l to3 years.......coc000c000000000 636 17.3 533 16.9 103 19.3
4 YEArB....cccovsescscsecscccsssnns 1,151 31.3 816 25.9 335 41.1
College:
1 to3 years........coe00000e0vc0000e 363 9.9 224 7.1 139 62.1
4 years Or MOr€....cs.oecsrocscscss 272 7.4 185 5.9 87|- 47.0
With Own Children Under 18
Total, all AgEB....ccovcecrscss 5,288 100.0 2,926 100.0 2,362 80.7
Elementary:
0 to 8 years...... sessesscetscssans 656 12.4 614 21.0 42 6.8
High school:
1 to 3 years.....c.coc0e0000000cnne 1,295 24.5 830 28.4 465 56.0
4 JEArB...o...tovevessossesscnscnes 2,118 40.1 1,085 37.1 1,033 95.2
College:
1 to 3 yearB....co.coieecnccsonsocns 883 16.7 267 9.1 616 230.7
4 yeArs Or MOT€.....cc0cveecessnnse 336 6.4 131 4.5 205 156.5
Total, under age 45........0.0.4. 4,339 100.0 2,181 100.0 2,158 98.9
Elementary:
OtoB8Byears.......co00eevvccnancss 403 9.3 358 16.4 45 12.6
High school:
1 to3years.....ccoo0eci.eoncscnnn 1,095 25.2 693 31.8 402 58.0
b JOATB oo .o ovevoronsnsssnsennsans 1,808 41.7 853 39.1 955 112.0
College: .
1 to 3 years...c.o.oceevevnccnsanss 756 17.4 200 9.2 556 278.0
4 years OF MOT€.c.cevecosconosonnsne 277 6.4 77 3.5 200 259.7
Total, age 45 and over........... 949 100.0 745 100.0 204 27.4
Elementary:
0 to 8 years....c.cocccecescscncnes 253 26.7 256 34.4 -3 -1.2
High school:
1 to 3 years....oeo0eceececsocncnne 200 21.1 137 18.4 63 46.0
4 YOBTB..ceeseosesreoscasscsanacane 310 32.7 232 31.1 78 33.6
College:
1 to 3 years..c..c.coieevesnccnnconss 127 13.4 67 9.0 60 (B)
4 Years Or MOT@.....c.ccevvvocennnns 59 6.2 54 7.2 5 (B)
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Table 10. Years of School Completed by Female Householders With No Husband Present,-by Age,

Race, and Presence of Children: 1979 and 1970—Continued

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
WHITE
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present
Total, all ages....cceoecceceee 5,918 100.0 4,165 100.0 1,753 42.1
Elementary:
O toByears......c.oo0c00cvvuvenns 1,141 19.3 1,236 29.7 =95 -7.7
High school:
1l to3 years....cocc0i000cecoccnese 1,042 17.6 825 19.8 217 26.3
& YEATB...cccoceeceosescncncccncans 2,367 40.0 1,447 3.7 920 63.6
College:
lto3years.......ccco00000000s00e 863 14.6 397 9.5 466 117.4
4 YOATrS OF MOY@....cooeesvasssnosns 505 8.5 261 6.3 244 93.5
Total, under age 45............04 3,130 100.0 1,609 100.0 1,521 94.5
Elementary:
0 to Byears.....o.oc0vcvevsnsonnes 281 9.0 235 14.6 46 19.6
High school:
1to 3 years....ccocececccnrcnnnans 643 20.5 402 25.0 241 60.0
4 years......... teecessessnsssacnes 1,368 43.7 696 43.3 672 96.6
College:
1to3 years..c.ccevieeiercnccncnnne 562 18.0 191 11.9 371 194.2
4 years Or MOr€......ccceececevenene 276 8.8 86 5.3 190 220.9
Total, age 45 and over........ 2,788 100.0 2,556 100.0 232 9.1
Elementary:
ODtoByearB....o.v.covvuevnconncnns 860 30.8 1,001 39.2 =141 -14.1
High school:
lto3years.....c.c.vovvevenncnnes 399 14.3 423 16.5 =24 =5.7
L - B - 999 35.8 751 29.4 248 33.0
College:
1to 3 years...coc.eceeciosocanncess 301 10.8 206 8.1 95 46.1
4 YyEeArS OF MOT€..cceeovsevrcsccnsns 229 8.2 175 6.8 54 30.9
with Own Children Under 18
Total, all BgeB.....c.cocavevan 3,511 100.0 1,995 100.0 1,516 76.0
Elementary:
0 to 8 years...... eobsscesaccnnnnne 413 11.8 375 18.8 38 10.1
High school:
1to 3 years.c.c.co. oo ooececceronnnss 701 20.0 489 24.5 212 43.4
4 years......e...... ccsessecscssnse 1,494 42.6 770 38.6 724 94.0
College:
lLto3years......co.c0vvevennccans 616 17.5 225 11.3 391 173.8
4 Years Or MOT@.....ccoesvescocscnss 286 8.1 136 6.8 150 110.3
Total, under age 45.........000.0 2,840 100.0 1,438 100.0 1,402 97.5
Elementary:
0O to 8B years..c.cocovvevcosnncnsnons 258 9.1 223 15.5 35 15.7
High school:
1 to3years.....cccoecveeeccescnns 603 21.2 371 25.8 232 62.5
4 JEArS....0cc00vcceossssccccssnasns 1,227 43.2 585 40.7 642 109.7
College:
1 to3 years......coo0eveneccncenes 516 18.2 166 11.5 350 210.8
4 years Or MOT@.......ovecccvanosee 237 8.3 9% 6.5 143 152.1
Total, age 45 and over........... 670 100.0 557 100.0 113 20.3
Elementary:
OtoByears.....c.oooo0vvvevcncnnse 155 23.1 154 27.6 1 0.6
High school:
1 to 3years..cc.ccceveccccccenconne 98 14.6 118 21.2 =20 -16.9
4 years.....c....ocit000tinccnnases 267 39.9 186 33.4 81 43.5
College:
1 to 3 years....ccoveeveceocecccnae 100 14.9 60 10.8 40 (B)
4 JEATS OF MOT€.cocoecir-sersossons 49 7.3 40 7.2 9 (B)
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Table 10. Years of School Completed by Female Householders With No Husband Present, by Age,
Race, and Presence of Children: 1979 and 1970—Continued

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
BLACK
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present
Total, all ageB.....ccoeceoeces 2,390 100.0 1,382 100.0 1,008 72.9
Elementary:
0 to 8 years......co0veccvnssacsces 523 21.9 544 39.4 =21 -3.9
High school:
1 to3 years.....c.coveeennecvncnnce 735 30.8 439 31.8 296 67.4
4 YEATB......00000000cccrovsovencee 748 31.3 321 23.2 427 133.0
College:
1 to 3 years........ 305 12.8 63 4.6 242 (B)
4 YEATS Or MOY@....c.o0sesscocccscs 79 3.3 15 1.1 64 (B)
Total, under age 45....cc.c0000u00 1,568 100.0 812 100.0 756 93.1
Elementary:
0 to 8B years.....cocceecencccsnscne 150 9.6 164 20.2 -14 -8.5
High school:
1 t0 3 JeATS...cvvorroncsnsasrnnas 511 32.6 334 41.1 177 53.0
4 YORrB..o...vovessonsonsccssnssans 613 39.1 262 32.3 351 134.0
College:
1 to 3 years......cco000e0ccceccnses 251 16.0 44 5.4 207 (B)
4 yOoars Or MOr@...ccesecocccocssesse 44 2.8 7 0.9 37 (B)
Total, age 45 and over........... 822 100.0 571 100.0 251 44.0
Elementary:
0 to 8 yeArS.....coccevecccccccnnss 373 45.4 380 66.5 -7 -1.8
High school:
1to 3 years.......co0c.000000000000 224 27.3 105 18.4 119 113.3
4 YERATB..ocioererersoscsescosransnn 135 16.4 59 10.3 76 (B)
College:
1to3 years...coeeeveevcecsnnnnass 54 6.6 19 3.3 35 (B)
4 YEArS OF MOr€.c.o....oo00vvooncns 35 4.3 8 1.4 27 (B)
With Own Children Under 18
Total, all ageS...c.cccocecceas 1,684 100.0 912 100.0 772 84.6
Elementary:
O to 8 years.......... 230 13.7 258 28.3 -28 -10.9
High school:
ltod years.....cccoo0vevevecncens 567 33.7 344 37.7 223 64.8
4 JORTB .. ..o 000t tecenssncscesancns 593 35.2 238 26.1 355 149.2
College:
ltodyears.........c.civevvvennse 257 15.3 50 5.5 207 (B)
4 JOArS OF MOT@.....ccecevsscsenses 37 2,2 22 2.4 15 (B)
Total, under age 45.............4 1,430 100.0 734 100.0 696 94.8
Elementary:
Oto8years.....cocou0n. ceesvscens 139 9.7 166 22.6 =27 -16.3
High school:
1to3 years....o...coi00cvenncones 472 33.0 294 40.1 178 60.5
4 YOATB.o. o oovverirosesescnnnsenene 555 38.8 213 29.0 342 160.6
College:
1 to 3 years........oo000000000000s 234 16.4 44 6.0 190 (B)
4 YEArS OF MOT@.eec...coossessnnsnns 30 2.1 17 2.3 13 (B)
Total, age 45 and over........... 253 100.0 178 100.0 75 42.1
Elementary:
OtoByears.....o.oo0vcvoesnncsens 91 36.0 93 52.2 -2 =2.2
High school:
1 to 3 years.........co00000000000s 95 37.5 50 28.1 45 (B)
4 YFORATB..o..0coesvesoocsccsossosascse 38 15.0 26 14.6 12 (B)
College:
1 to3 years......c.co0vceesoncennnes 23 9.1 6 3.4 17 (B)
4 YOAYrS OF MOYGeevr..covvensosesans 7 2.8 5 2.8 2 (B)




SIZE

Most families maintained by female householders are not
very large. Almost three-quarters of such families (73 percent)
consisted of no more than two or three people. As of 1979,
the average number of family members was 3.08 persons,
down from 3.22 persons in 1970 (table 11).

There are, of course, some racial and ethnic differentials
in average family size. For example, families maintained by
Black women in 1979 were larger on the average (3.63
persons) than those maintained by either Spanish-origin
women (3.30 persons) or White women (2.86 persons).

NUMBER OF CHILDREN

Families maintained by women in 1979 were more likely
to include children than were their 1970 counterparts. The
rate of increase since 1970 in the number of families com-
prised of a mother and one or more children has been about
81 percent as compared with a 51-percent increase in the
overall number of women maintaining families (table 12).

Contrary to the stereotype of a mother who has been
abandoned to fend for herself and her numerous offspring,
families maintained by women, if they had any children at
all, were likely to include only one or two children. These
onechild and two-child families have more than doubled
in number since 1970. As of 1979, about 28 percent of all
women maintaining families had one child and 20 percent
had two, whereas 9 percent had three and only 5 percent had
4 or more children; the other 38 percent had either never
had any children or their children were living elsewhere.

The average number of children in families of female
householders with children in 1979 was down to 1.86 from
the average of 2.29 in 1970. The averages were somewhat
higher in Black and Spanish-origin families than in White
families in both years.

Demographic
Characteristics
of the Families

The total number of children under 18 living in families
maintained by women in 1979 was 9.8 million. About 2.4
million of these children were under 6 years of age and the
remaining 7.4 million children were 6 to 17 years of age.
It should be noted that these numbers do not include every
child living in a one-parent situation. A relatively small, but
nevertheless significant, number of children living with one
parent were either with mothers who were not the person
responsible for maintaining the household (about 700,000
children), or else they lived with their father instead of their
mother (about 1.0 million children, or 9 percent of all those
living with one parent).

AGE OF CHILDREN

Since most women with children at home are under age
45, the data in this section refer only to women in that age
category. In 1979, there were just over 1 million families
maintained by such women which contained only children
under age 6, and an additional 861,000 families which had
both children under 6 and some 6 to 17 (table 13).

All women with responsibility for the care and custody
of their children (i.e., no husband present) face special, and
sometimes debilitating, problems. However, when these
families include very young children, it may be especially
difficult for the woman to enter the work force on a
full-time or even part-time basis, unless she is able to find
acceptable day-care services for her preschool children. The
number of families maintained by women with only children
under age 6 has doubled since 1970, and the rate of increase
for this type of family was much greater than the overall rate
of increase in the number of families maintained by women.

There were about 2.4 million families maintained by
women which included ohly children of school age (6 to 17

_years old). The women maintaining these families must cope

with economic realities and the needs of their older children

2
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which are no less urgent than those difficulties faced by
women with younger children. These mothers are, however,
relievad of some of the- constant child-care requirements
implicit during infancy and early childhood. Mothers who are
responsible only for school-age children are seemingly in an
improved position to shift their focus from the immediacy of
daily child care to childrearing processes which may consume
less of the mothers’ time. In any event, once all the children
are in school, the woman may feel that she can seek employ-
ment outside the home at least on a part-time basis without
jeopardizing the care required by her children.

TENURE

Families maintained by female householders were much
more likely than families in general to be in rented housing.
Whereas 25 percent of all families were renters, the proportion
of female householders (no husband present) who were

renters was 50 percent. About 8 percent of female house-
holders were not only renters but were renting public
housing, as compared with 2 percent of all families (table 14).

The highest proportion of renters was among the women
under age 25. Whereas 86 percent of those under 25 were
renters, the proportion declined among older women to the
point that only 21 percent of those age 75 and over were
renters.

Black and Spanish-origin women maintaining families
were far more likely than their White counterparts not only
to be renters, but also the renters of public housing. The -
proportions renting were 66 percent for Black women and 72
percent for Spanish-origin women, as compared with 43
percent for White women. Similarly, the proportions renting
public housing were 19 percent for Black women, 9 percent
for Spanish-origin women, and 3 percent for White women
maintaining families.
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Table 11. Size of Families Maintained by Female Houssholders With No Husband Present, by Race
and Spanish Origin: 1979 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands.

For meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Size of family
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

ALL RACES

Total female householders,

no husband present............ 8,458 100.0 5,591 100.0 2,867 51.3
2 PErSONS...coceesocsnscososancsannsse 3,906 46.2 2,532 45.3 1,374 54.3
3 PerSONS........co000ecesosascsasnns 2,287 27.0 1,337 23.9 950 71.1
4 PErSONB.....covevvesnsaasecnssnsons 1.209 14.3 763 13.6 446 58.5
S PErSONS.....coo0veeoecccacnssnnescs 596 7.0 440 7.9 156 35.5
6 persons........... Ceescescscensnans 246 2.9 251 4.5 -5 2.0
7 Or MOre PersoNS....ceeeescesesccses 214 2.5 268 4.8 =54 -20.1
Total PersSONS.....ceoceeacesscccnsses 26,032 x) 17,995 (x) (X) (X)
Persons per family......ecoeeeeennnse 3.08 (6.9] 3.22 (X) (X) (X)
WHITE

Total female householders,

no husband present............ 5,918 100.0 4,165 100.0 1,753 42.1
2 persons........ eesetesestcccenoane 3,056 51.6 2,093 50.3 963 46.0
3 PerSONS.c.c.cvecsannssonnssonsnnncs 1,643 27.8 1,049 25.2 594 56.6
4 persons.......... cececrsaneessennns 746 12.6 540 13.0 206 38.1
S personsS.........c...00... esaeseans 299 5.1 266 6.4 33 12.4
6 PErSONS......co00vsneessoscoscncasce 107 1.8 128 3.1 =21 -16.4
7 Or MOTe PerSONS.c.cccccssccscoccsne 68 1.1 89 2.1 =21 -23.6
TOtal PEersSONSB...eeececcscascescenscns 16,898 (X) 12,285 (X) (6.9] x)
Persons per family..eeee...oeeeeennes 2.86 (X) 2.95 X) (x) (x)
BLACK

Total female householders,

no husband present............ 2,390 100.0 1,382 100.0 1,008 72.9
2 persons......... cesscsvscenssancane 787 32.9 419 30.3 368 87.8
3 PErsSONB...ccicvvecesssrsscosnsnancne 608 25.4 280 20.3 328 117.1
4 persons........... e ceceasieisanens 442 18.5 218 15.8 224 102.8
S PErSONS.......co0cceceasessnconcnss 276 11.5 172 12.4 104 60.5
6 persons......... eecesessastcsrasnne 136 5.7 121 8.8 15 12.4
7 Or MmOre personNS........cec000000000 140 5.9 172 12.4 =32 -18.6
Total personS........... ceeerrsesnene 8,674 (x) 5,537 (x) (X) (x)
Persons per family..oeoe.ve.vrnnenens 3.63 x) 4.01 (x) x) (Xx)
SPANISH ORIGIN!

Total female householders,

no husband present....... cevee 542 100.0 307 100.0 235 76.5
2 persons,....... eeecsesesesiienans 200 36.9 93 30.3 107 115.1
3 PerSONS.......cc.0000t000cscsncccncs 147 27.1 75 24.4 72 96.0
4 personsS.......... Ceieessseciescennns 100 18.4 55 17.9 45 (B)
5 persons.......... freceescieseanoans 53 9.8 34 11.1 19 (B)
6 persons........ et eaneensesecanns 23 4.2 22 7.2 1 (B)
7 Or MOTe PerSONB.c....c.0vccveveavons 19 3.6 29 9.4 -10 (B)
TOtal PerSONS.....cecc0ccescesesccnes 1,792 (x) (NA) x) (NA) (x)
Persons per family.......... tecesaans 3.30 (X) (NA) (x) (NA) (X)

'Source of 1970 Spanish-origin data:
Spanish origin may be of any race.

1970 Census of Population, Family Composition, Vol. II, 4A, table S. Persons of




Table 12. Families Maintained by Female Houssholders With No Husband Present, by Race,

Spanish Origin, and Numbar of Own Children: 1979 and 1970

(Numbers in th ds. PFor meaning of symbols, see text)
1979 © 1970 Changé, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
Total female householders,
no husband present............ 8,458 100.0 5,591 100.0 2,867 51.3
With own children under 18........... 5,288 62.5 2,926 52.3 2,362 80.7
1 childee.ivioeenrononciacessonsnns 2,360 27.9 1,048 18.7 1,312 125.2
2children.......ocovvuiinnnnnnnns . 1,701 20.1 834 14.9 867 ‘104.0
3children........cocoeveeroecscnss 782 9.2 493 8.8 289 58.6
4 children.........coove0sesncosnce 293 3.5 268 4.8 25 9.3
Schildren........ecoc0ceeeoecvones 97 1.1 142 2.5 =45 =31.7
6 or more children.........ceoeeeee 55 0.7 141 2.5 -86 -61.0
With own children under 6........ 1,926 22.8 1,110 19.9 816 73.5
Lehild.ooo. v vonssnosncasccnnces 1,471 ©17.4 688 12.3 783 113.8
2 children..c.ccveereosesconsonnes 384 4.5 296 5.3 88 29.7
3 or more children..........cc000.0 n 0.8 126 2.3 =55 ~43.7
Total own children under 18.... 9,822 (x) 6,694 (x) 3,128 46.7
Children under 18 per family......... 1.16 (X) 1.20 (X) (X) (x)
Children under 18 per family ’
with children.....c.ccoiveteenencccsne 1.86 (x) 2.29 (X) (X) (x)
Total own children under 6....... 2,380 (X) 1,591 (x) 789 49.6
Children under 6 per family.......... 0.28 (x) 0.28 (x) (x) (X)
Children under 6 per family ' :
with children....c.cceoeeeeosccncscses 1.24 (xX) 1.43 (x) (x) x)
WHITE
Total female householders,
no husband present.......c.... 5,918 100.0 4,165 100.0 1,753 42.1
With own children under 18........... 3,511 59.3 1,995 47.9 1,516 76.0
1 child.e.oo i ivviveeneanecooanncnnns 1,729 29.2 780 18.7 949 121.7
2 children..........o00c00. 1,162 19.6 634 15.2 528 83.3
3 children....... 439 7.4 319 7.7 120 37.6
4 Children.s...coereovvecoaccncncans 126 2.1 151 3.6 =25 -16.6
S children...oe.ovvvivrinrnnrannnns 40 0.7 67 1.6 =27 (B)
6 or more children.........coccceee 14 0.2 44 1.0 -30 (B)
With own children under 6............ 1,154 19.5 664 15.9 490 73.8
1l child........... 923 15.6 438 10.5 485 110.7
2 chi1dren....cceevovecsnssocenscee 200 3.4 179 4.3) 21 11.7
3 or more children........ecec0cvee 30 0.5 46 1.1 -16 (B)
Total own children under 18.... 6,025 (x) 4,103 (x) 1,922 46.8
Children under 18 per family......... 1.02 (X) 0.99 (x) (x) (x)
Children under 18 per family
with children...... 1.72 (x) 2,06 (X) (x) (x)
Total own children under 6....... 1,381 (x) 908 (x) 473 52.1
Children under 6 per family.......... 0.23 (x) 0.22 (x) (x) (x)
Children under 6 per family
with children........coo0veerecnnnese 1.20 (x) 1.37 (x) (X) (x)
BLACK
Total female householders,
no husband present............ 2,390 100.0 1,382 100.0 1,008 72.9
With own children under 18........... 1,684 70.5 912 66.0 772 84.6
1 childeceeonn vosococonccocoscacss 592 24.8 261 18.9 331 126.8
2 children........... 510 21.3 197 14.2 313 158.9
3 children....... e 325 13.6 171 12.3 154 90.1
4 Children.....cccoeeevoosacssvcass 162 6.8 114 8.2 48 42.1
5 children...c.ccveecioeeccescosnnns 56 2.3 74 5.4 -18 (B)
6 or more children........ccov0cenes 40 1.7 95 6.9 =55 -57.9
With own children under 6......... 730 30.5 437 31.6 293 67.0
lehild.o.ovno.n... 520 21.8 243 17.6 277 114.0
2 Children.....ccccoveeecocsvasnnses 174 7.3 116 8.4 58 50.0
3 or more childrem.......cocoeeesees 36 1.5 77 5.7 =41 -53.2
Total own children under 18.... 3,622 (x) 2,528 (x) 1,09 43.3
Children under 18 per family......... 1.52 (x) 1.83 (X) (x) (Xx)
Children under 18 per family
with children............... 2,15 (x) 2,77 (x) (x) (Xx)
Total own children under 6....... 948 (x) 663 (X) 285 43.0
Children under 6 per family.......... 0.40 (x) 0.48 (x) (Xx) (x)
Children under 6 per family
with children.......cc.ccevnnvcnnces 1.30 (x) 1.52 (X) (x) (x)




Table 12. Families Maintained by Female Householders With No Husband Present, by Race,
Spenish Origin, and Number of Own Children: 1979 and 1970—Continued

Ofambers ia thousands.

Por meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Perocent
SPANISH ORIGIN?
Total female householders,
no husband present........cce0o 542 100.0 307 100.0 235 76.5
With om childrea umder 18 410 75.6 214 69.7 196 91.6
lobild.ooocrevecnnnncens 156 28.7 65 21.2 91 (8)
2 children........co0c0000000000000 120 22.1 56 18.2 64 (B)
I children.. .. ... o ttoeirncnnsscan 79 14.6 39 12.7 40 (B)
4 CBLldren. . ..cieeirrniinccrracanan 35 6.4 24 7.8 11 (B)
S5 ChildreR.c . .coccccconccosrcncsnns 12 2.2 15 4.9 -3 (B)
6 or more children..........co000.. 9 1.6 16 5.2 -7 (B)
With om children under 6............ 200 36.9 (MA) (MA) (NA) (NA)
1 ebdddeoocrieancnrennes 137 25.2 () (M) (NA) (MA)
2 children.......o.n.s 52 9.6 (NA) (NA) (M) MA)
3 or more children.......... 11 2.1 (NA) (NA) NA) (MA)
Total own children under 18.... 860 (X) 567 (x) 293 51.7
Children under 18 per family......... 1.59 (x) 1.85 (X) (x) (x)
Children under 18 per family
with children........cooveeeveeccnes 2.10 (x) 2.65 (x) (x) (x)
Total own children under 6....... 272 (x) (MA) (NA) (NA) (MA)
Children under 6 per family....... ves 0.50 (x) (M) (NA) (M) (MA)
Children under 6 per family
with children.......cccecocvveseosee 1.36 (x) (M) (MA) (M) MA)
1gource of 1970 Spanish-origin data: Persons of

Spanish origin may be of any race.

1970 Census of Population, Family Composition, Vol. II, 4A, table 6.
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Table 13. Age of Female Houssholders With No Husband Present, by Race and Age

of Own Children: 1979 and 1970

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
All BRES.c.ccovseasoscncscoscsns 8,458 100.0 5,591 100.0 2,867 51.3
No own children under 18.....c0000000 3,170 37.5 2,665 47.7 505 18.9
With own children under 18........... 5,288 62.5 2,926 52.3 2,362 80.7
35 years and under.......ceec000. 2,929 100.0 1,364 100.0 1,565 114.7
No own children under 18..........0.. 206 7.0 104 7.6 102 98.1
With own children under 18........... 2,723 93.0 1,260 92.4 1,463 116.1
All under 6........... Ceseseesennne 990 33.8 454 33.3 536 118.1
Some under 6, some 6 to 17......... 665 22.7 407 29.8 258 63.4
All 6 to 17,000 ieeveninrnccoconnes 1,068 36.5 399 29.3 669 167.7
35 to 44 years.......co0000000000 1,851 100.0 1,074 100.0 777 72.3
No own children under 18......c000004 235 12.7 154 14.3 81 52.6
With own children under 18........... 1,616 87.3 920 85.7 696 75.7
All under 6......cc000000c00000000e 54 2.9 23 2.1 31 (B)
Some under 6, some 6 to 17......... 196 10.6 185 17.2 11 5.9
All 6 t0 17 . cceeencevcnsncescocnes 1,366 73.8 712 66.3 654 91.9
45 tO 64 YeArS..ee.voeoeseasesnces 2,481 100.0 2,021 100.0 460 22.8
No own children under 18...........0. 1,545 62.3 1,285 63.6 260 20.2
With own children under 18........... 936 37.7 736 36.4 200 27.2
65 years and over.......cec000000 1,196 100.0 1,131 100.0 65 5.7
No own children under 18............. 1,183 98.9 1,122 99.2 61 5.4
With own children under 18........... 13 1.1 9 0.8 4 (B)
WHITE
All 8gES.cccecsacsoscncocnsosnns 5,918 100.0 4,165 100.0 1,753 42.1
No own children under 18......0000040 2,408 40.7 2,170 52.1 238 11.0
With own children under 18.....c.:... 3,511 59.3 1,995 47.9 1,516 76.0
35 years and under.....ccc00c0000 1,834 100.0 866 100.0 968 111.8
No own children under 18......0000004 140 7.6 71 8.2 69 (B)
With own children under 18........¢0.. 1,69 92.4 795 91.8 899 113.1
All under 6......c.cc000000c0000ces 665 36.3 316 36.5 349 110.4
Some under 6, some 6 to 17......... 336 18.3 219 25.3 117 53.4
All 6 tOo 17..civcevacnccocsnsoanasnes 693 37.8 260 30.0 433 166.5
35 to 44 years....c..oeoeseccseses 1,297 100.0 742 100.0 555 74.8
No own children under 18............. 150 11.6 115 15.5 35 30.4
With own children under 18........... 1,147 88.4 627 84.5 520 82.9
All under 6.......0000000000000000s 38 2.9 9 1.2 29 (B)
Some under 6, some 6 to 17......... 103 7.9 100 13.5 3 3.0
All 6 t0 17..cccevevannanoscsnsanas 1,006 77.6 518 69.8 488 94.2
45 to 64 years....... eeessessans 1,821 100.0 1,599 100.0 222 13.9
No own children under 18............. 1,157 63.5 1,033 64.6 124 12.0
With own children under 18........... 664 36.5 566 35.4 98 17.3
65 years and over......... S 967 100.0 957 100.0 10 1.0
No own children under 18............. 961 99.4 951 99.4 10 1.1
With own children under 18........... 6 0.6 7 0.7 -1 (B)




27

Table 13. Age of Female Householders With No Husband Present, by Race and Age
of Own Children: 1979 and 1970—Continued

(Numbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1979 1970 Change, 1970-79

Subject

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
BLACK

All 8geS....cco0000000000000000 2,390 100.0 1,382 100.0 1,008 72.9
No own children under 18............. 706 29.5 470 34.0 236 50.2
With own children under 18........... 1,684 70.5 912 66.0 772 84.6
35 years and under........c..o0000 1,042 100.0 486 100.0 556 114.4
No own children under 18............. 58 5.6 30 6.2 28 (B)
With own children under 18........... 984 94.4 456 93.8 528 115.8
All under 6.....ccc0000000000vssnns 309 29.7 135 27.8 174 128.9
Some under 6, some 6 to 17......... 313 30.0 182 37.4 131 72.0
All 6 t0 17...c0ececsncascsccsonncs 362 34.7 139 28.6 223 160.4
35 to 44 yeArs......o00000000000n 525 100.0 327 100.0 198 60.6
No owm children under 18.......000... 79 15.0 39 11.9 40 (B)
With own children under 18........... 446 85.0 288 88.1 158 54.9
All under 6........co00000000000000 14 2.7 14 4.3 - (B)
Some under 6, some 6 to 17......... 88 16.8 85 26.0 3 3.5
All 6 to 17...ccvivncnncscenccnanns 344 65.5 189 57.8 155 82.0
45 t0 64 Years.....cocece0cesecns 608 100.0 406 100.0 202 49.8
No own children under 18............. 361 59.4 240 59.1 121 50.4
With own children under 18........... 247 40.6 166 40.9 81 48.8
65 years and OVer.......ecc0c0000 214 100.0 165 100.0 49 29.7
No own children under 18............. 208 97.2 162 98.2 46 28.4
With own children under 18........... 6 2.8 C 2 1.2 4 (B)
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Table 14. Families and Female Householders With No Husband Present, by Housing Tanure, Age,
Race, and Spanish Origin: 1979

(Numbers in thousands.

For meaning of symbols, see text)

Total Renter
Subject
Number Percent Owner Total Public Private

ALL RACES
All Families i

Total, all 8geS....co0vvveonenn 57,804 100.0 74.6 25.4 2.0 23.4
Under 25 yeArS......c.c000000s00000ss 3,827 100.0 32.0 67.9 4.7 63.3
25 t0 29 years...c.ccr000ecnsoncensan 6,473 100.0 54.4 45.6 3.0 42.6
30 to 34 years.....coe0000vce0cncnons 7,005 100.0 69.1 30.9 2.3 28.6
35 to 44 years....... e ieescecnenans 11,754 100.0 77.4 22.6 2.2 20.4
45 tO 54 YeArs.........000000r0000000 10,883 100.0 84.4 15.6 1.4 14.3
55 to 64 years......e.cecvecer0sanons 9,342 100.0 87.0 13.0 0.9 12.0
65 to 74 years......o000000000000000s 5,832 100.0 84.1 15.9 1.4 14.6
75 years and OVer.........c.c..000s 2,678 100.0 83.8 16.2 1.3 14.8
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present

Total, 8ll AgeS....coecvveenans 8,458 100.0 50.2 49.8 7.8 42.0
Under 25 years........ ecesesssasanes 801 100.0 14.5 85.5 13.7 71.8
25 t0 29 yeBrS... ..ottt snnesannonss 1,016 100.0 23.8 76.2 11.5 64.7
30 to 34 yeaArs.cccoee i sacoactncannns 1,112 100.0 38.6 61.4 8.4 53.1
35 to 44 years........ eeeretsacnsans 1,851 100.0 50.4 49.7 9.2 40.4
45 tO 54 YeAr8.....vevcecvcncnsconnsn 1,518 100.0 63.3 36.8 5.9 30.8
55 to 64 years.......ccc0000000000000 963 100.0 70.1 30.0 5.2 24.8
65 to 74 years........0uin.en PP, 712 100.0 70.9 29.1 3.4 25.7
75 years and OVer.......c..eceescesnna 484 100.0 79.5 20.5 1.0 19.4
WHITE
All Families

Total, all ageS......c.co00000. 50,910 100.0 77.6 22.4 1.1 21.4
Under 25 years......ecoececesessnsase 3,239 100.0 34.9 65.1 2.5 62.6
25 t0 29 YeArS..ec.ccveececososannone 5,580 100.0 57.5 42.6 1.6 40.9
30 to 34 years.......c000c00000000000 6,020 100.0 73.1 26.9 1.3 25.6
35 to 44 years........cc0000000000000 10,256 100.0 80.8 19.2 1.0 18.2
45 t0o 54 years.....ec. 0000000 PP 9, 644 100.0 87.0 13.0 0.7 12.4
55 to 64 years......c.coee000es0eccnce 8,468 100.0 88.5 11.5 0.6 10.9
65 to 74 yeArs........co0000000000000 5,237 100.0 85.7 14.3 0.9 13.4
75 years and OVer........cooceseavsns 2,466 100.0 84.8 15.2 1.1 14,1
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present

Total, all ages......... PN 5,918 100.0 56.7 43.3 3.4 39.9
Under 25 yeArS.....covesvscocccnasans 468 100.0 16.9 83.1 7.1 76.1
25 to 29 years......cove00000000000000 647 100.0 26.4 73.6 6.0 67.5
30 to 34 years.......... 719 100.0 43.5 56.5 4.2 52.3
35 to 44 years.....0. 0. cieseenssen 1,296 100.0 57.2 42.8 3.1 39.7
45 to 54 years........ Ceressecenesaas 1,105 100.0 70.5 29.5 2.8 26.7
55 t0 64 years.........coc0000000000. 716 100.0 73.9 26.1 2.5 23.5
65 to 74 years............. chesseanns 559 100.0 73.9 26.1 1.6 24.5
75 years and OVer........coc000ce00ss 408 100.0 80.9 19.1 0.5 18.6
BLACK
All Families

Total, all ageS.......coc0000ess 5,906 100.0 52.2 47.8 9.9 37.9
Under 25 years.........ceoec0ac00s00s 542 100.0 16.1 83.9 16.8 67.0
25 t0 29 yeArBS......co00c0casnonnnens 773 100.0 36.5 63.4 12.8 50.7
30 to 34 yearsS...... 0000000000000 806 100.0 43.5 56.5 9.9 46.5
35 to 44 years..... e teeciacaienann 1,259 100.0 51.8 48.2 12.5 35.7
45 to 54 years.......... cocercassenes 1,076 100.0 63.8 36.2 7.4 28.7
55 to 64 years.....ccocccce0nstcccnss 749 100.0 71.3 28.8 4.7 24.0
65 to 74 YEArB.ue.vev.vosansaccssccnns 508 100.0 69.3 30.7 6.5 24.2
75 years and OVer........coo0eeeesnee 192 100.0 71.9 28.6 4.7 23.4



Table 14. Families and Female Householders With No Husband Present, by Housing Tenure, Age,
1979—Continued

- Race, and Spanish Origin:

(Rumbers in thousands. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Total Renter
Subject
Number Perocent Owner Total Public Private

BLACK--Continued
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present

Total, all aged.....coccoceesse 2,390 100.0 3.4 65.6 - 18.6 47.0
Under 25 years......... teseessscenans 316 100.0 9.% 90.2 23.1 67.4
25 t0 29 years......cc0c00c000000000e 351 100.0 19.7 80.3 21.9 58.1
30 to 4 years........... ecacsenanane 376 100.0 28.2 71.8 16.5 55.1
35 to 44 years....... secsesscacesnane 526 100.0 34.0 66.0 24.7 41.3
45 to 54 yOars......c.c0c0000000000000 378 100.0 44 .4 55.6 15.3 40.2
5SS to 64 years......cccc0000000000000 230 100.0 58.7 41.7 11.7 29.6
65 to 74 years.....coc00c0000c00nnne 144 100.0 59.7 40.3 9.7 30.6
75 years and OVer.......cceo0000000000 70 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)
SPANISH ORIGIN!
All Pemilies

Total, all ages.....cco00000eee 2,741 100.0 49.3 50.7 3.9 46.8
Under 25 years......cccooeccsecsscccss 316 100.0 18.4 81.6 4.4 77.2
25 t0 29 YOArB..c...tccrcnntsasecnnnn [V 100.0 32.7 67.3 2.5 64.9
30 t0 34 YyOArS....c.. 0ttt cniaannnns 393 100.0 45.0 54.7 4.1 50.6
35 t0 44 years........cc000s000000000 662 100.0 55.1 &4.9 4.7 40.2
45 to 54 years....... teesessccsssssses 457 100.0 62.8 37.4 4.8 32.6
5SS to 64 yORrS......0occc0rcecncnnccnn 254 100.0 72.0 28.0 3.1 24.8
65 to 74 yeArS.......co.0i0t0tnnncans 150 100.0 62.7 37.3 2.7 34.0
75 yoars and OVer.......ccocceecvcsens 65 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)
All Female Householders,
No Husband Present

Total, all agesd......co00000000 542 100.0 27.7 72.3 8.5 63.8
Under 25 years........ teeeisesssenane 79 100.0 8.9 91.1 13.9 77.2
25 t0 29 years........c000 0000000000 97 100.0 10.3 89.7 4.1 85.6
30 to 34 years........c.co 0000 .ee 81 100.0 19.8 81.5 8.6 71.6
35 to 44 years......... tesesseseesses 127 100.0 29.9 70.1 10,2 59.8
45 to 54 YyOAYS..... .00 tcnitcn0nnnes 90 100.0 48.9 51.1 7.8 42.2
S5 to 64 years......... ecesesesesenas 34 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)
65 to 74 years....ccocccerccnconcenne 28 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)
75 years and over....... eecesecsannas 6 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

!persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.



LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION

Data published annually by the Bureau of Labor Statistics
indicated that in 1979, nearly one-half of all women living
with their husbands were in the labor force (i.e., either
working or looking for work outside the home). The
economic realities faced by most women maintaining families
with no husband present provide an additional impetus for
them to enter the labor force. In fact, the proportion of
these women in the labor force was 60 percent (table 15) as
compared with 49 percent for wives in married-couple
families.

Although the labor force participation rate of women
maintaining families has increased significantly since 1970,
there is evidence that a higher proportion of these women
had problems finding employment. The number who were
involuntarily unemployed increased by 158 percent between
1970 and 1979. No one knows how many others became
discouraged, stopped looking for work, and thus, did not
appear in the unemployment data.

White women maintaining families were more likely than
their Black counterparts to be in the labor force, and the gap
between the races widened substantially during the decade.
In 1979, about 62 percent of White women were in the labor
force, compared with 54 percent of Black women. There was

Employment
Characteristics

no significant difference in 1970 between the participation
rates of White and Black women.

OCCUPATION

In both 1970 and 1979, the majority of employed women
maintaining families (58 and 57 percent, respectively) were
clerical or service workers (table 16). There has, however,
been a large increase since 1970 in the number who had
either professional or managerial positions, with the number
of women in each of these occupational groups doubling
during the decade. In spite of these increases, only one-fifth
of the employed women with the responsibility for their
families were in professional or managerial positions in 1979,
and able to enjoy the favorable economic benefits generally
associated with such jobs. /

As might be expected, the proportion of employed Black
women working in either professional or managerial occu-
pations in 1979 was much lower (12 percent) than for Whites
(22 percent), but there has been a three-fold increase since
1970 in the number of Black women in these occupations.
The occupational category in which most Black women
were employed in both 1970 and 1979 was service work,
but the proportion in this occupation group declined from
51 percent to 36 percent during the period.
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Table 15. Labor Force Status of Female Householders With No Husband Present, by Race:

1979 and 1970
(Numbers in th ds. For meaning of symbols, see text)
1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
Total female householders,
no husband present..... cecesas 8,458 100.0 5,591 100.0 2,867 51.3
In labor force............... cieeanes 5,033 59.5 2,943 52.6 2,090 71.0
Employed........... seseseasesscssee 4,608 54.5 2,778 49.7 1,830 65.9
Unemployed...... sveessssesessessses 425 5.0 165 3.0 260 157.6
Not in 1abor fOrce......ceccecesevese 3,425 40.5 2,648 47.4 m 29.3
WHITE
Total, female householders,
no husband present............ 5,918 100.0 4,165 100.0 1,753 42.1
In labor force.......... vesssssssesne 3,661 61.9 2,224 53.4 1,437 64.6
Employed....cooeeeceascasccscsnsnas 3,406 57.6 2,118 50.9 1,288 60.8
Unemployed..... cesscsssesesarerscss 255 4.3 106 2.5 149 140.6
Not 1in 18bOor fOrce.......cocovueevnn B 2,257 38.1 1,941 46.6 316 16.3
BLACK
Total female householders,
no husband present............ 2,390 100.0 1,382 100.0 1,008 72.9
In 18bOr fOrCe.......ccco000vcesvoccse 1,284 53.7 703 50.9 581 82.6
Employed........c.o..... sesessesense 1,118 46.8 650 47.0 468 72.0
Unemployed...... sesessssssansessene 166 6.9 53 3.8 113 (B)
Not in labor force......... 1,106 46.3 679 49.1 427 62.9
Table 16. Occupation Group of Female Houssholders With No Husband Present, by Race:
1979 and 1970
(Numbers in th ds. For meaning of symbols, see text)
1979 1970 Change, 1970-79
Subject
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
Total employed female householders,
no husband present.......ccceoeeeecesescces 4,608 100.0 2,778 100.0 1,829 65.8
Professional, technical, and kindred workers..... 603 13.1 299 10.8 304 101.7
Managers and administrators, except farm......... 303 6.6 149 5.4 154 103.4
Sales WOrKerS.......cecceco0c0s0000000sosecncscss 214 4.6 139 5.0 75 54.0
Clerical and kindred wOrkers........cccecoecoeeeee 1,569 34.0 839 30.2 730 87.0
Craft and kindred workers.........cocceosecosnces 95 2.1 26 0.9 69 (B)
OPeratiVeB..coouerrovossosassacsassssssssassssass 677 14.7 498 17.9 179 35.9
Service WOrkKerS....c.oc.oce.vooisoasssssssscsacsas 1,076 23.4 777 28.0 299 38.5
Farm related WOrkerS........cccoooeeescesvoocccans 14 0.3 29 1.0 -15 (B)
Other 18bOrers.......ccecceecevovsecssssscssnssnns 55 1.2 23 0.8 32 (B)
WHITE
Total employed female householders,
no husband present....... ceereees 3,406 100.0 2,118 100.0 1,287 60.7
Professional, techanical, and kindred workers..... 480 14.1 262 12.4 218 83.2
Managers and administrators, except farm......... 269 7.9 144 6.8 125 86.8
58108 WOrKerS......coouveocescsscscnssscascscanss 181 5.3 125 5.9 56 44 .8
Clerical and kindred workers.. 1,240 36.4 736 34.7 504 68.5
Craft and kindred workers..... 76 2.2 19 0.9 57 (B)
OPeratived.....cocooeeesessncscacsssassssscnsncns 465 13.7 351 16.6 114 32.5
Service WOrkBrS......ecoeeeeeessessssssesssscncss 649 19.1 445 21.0 204 45.8
Farm related WOrkers.........ccccoucevsecsoscnses 12 0.4 25 1.2 -13 (B)
Other 18DOrers.......cooeeceossecsecsscasecssnaes 34 1.0 12 0.6 22 (B)
BLACK
Total employed female householders,
no husband present.....c.ceceeeeesccccsccocs 1,118 100.0 650 100.0 468 72.0
Professional, technical, and kindred workers..... 104 9.3 34 5.2 70 (B)
Managers and administrators, except farm........ . 29 2.6 6 0.9 23 (B)
Sales workers........ e 30 2.7 14 2.2 16 (B)
Clerical and kindred WOrkers.......coceecvessocss 313 28.0 101 15.5 212 209.9
Craft and kindred wOrkers.......cceceevescoeasese 19 1.7 7 1.1 12 (B)
OpPerativVeB...ccv.v v voassssnssarsossnsccnscnsnnss 194 17.4 144 22.2 50 3.7
Service workers......... vevesessvcnssesesessanssee 405 36.2 330 50.8 75 22.7
Farm related WOrkerS..o.oee..coocveecreossecnnsans 2 0.2 4 0.6 =2 (B)
Other 1abOrers...c.c.coecevreossscscssssocsssassnnes 21 1.9 10 1.5 11 (B)




INCOME

The severity of the economic disadvantages with which
families maintained by women must cope becomes apparent
when their income level is compared with the income of
families in general. The median income in 1978 of families
maintained by women was $8,540, or slightly less than one-
half (48 percent) of the $17,640 median income of families
overall (table 17). In other words, a woman with no husband
contributing directly to the family income can expect to
have only about $1 for essential expenses to every $2 available
to most families.

The income differential reflected by the 1978 data does
not represent even a marginal improvement since 1969. The
median income for all families in 1969 was $16,790
{expressed in 1978 constant dollars to allow for inflation).
Thus, the 1978 income of all families ($17,640) had in-
creased by $850 (5 percent) over the 9-year period. The
median in 1969 for families maintained by women, however,
was $8,5680 (expressed in 1978 dollars)—and it was no higher
in 1978 ($8,640).

The median income in 1978 of families maintained by
White women ($9,910) was substantially higher than that
of families maintained by their Black or Spanish-origin
counterparts ($5,890 and $5,580, respectively). The
difference in the incomes of Black and Spanish-origin women
was not significant.

The 1978 family income of White women expressed as
a proportion of the median income for all White families
was about 54 percent; the proportion was the same for Blacks.
The corresponding figure for families maintained by Spanish-
origin women was only 44 percent.

Most families in the very lowest income categories are
likely to be maintained by women. In 1978, about 3.2
million families had incomes of less than $4,000 (table 18);

Income and
Poverty Status

more than one-half (54 percent) of these very low income
families were maintained by women. Among Blacks, about
80 percent of those families with incomes under $4,000 were
maintained by women with no husbands present.

At the opposite end of the income spectrum, there
were about 2.1 million families whose income during 1978
was $50,000 and over; less than 2 percent of these families
were maintained by women.

AGE AND INCOME

The family income of young female householders is likely
to be lower than that of similarly situated middle-aged or older
women. For example, if the woman is under 25 years old,
her family’s median income in 1978 ($3,950) was only
one-third as high as that for families of women 55 to 64 years
old ($12,250). The family income of female householders
under age 25 actually dropped by $410 (10 percent) since
1969, once the 1969 income was adjusted for inflation (table
19). Among Blacks, the whole group of families maintained
by women under the age of 45 had a decline in income since
1969, once allowances were made for inflation.

CHILDREN AND INCOME

Among families maintained by women, those with one or
more children under age 18 had a much lower median
income in 1978 ($7,040) than those without children
($11,970). The association between low income and the
presence of children reflects to some extent the fact that
women with children are likely to be young, and thus have
yet to reach the ages usually associated with higher income
levels.

The younger the children, the lower the income of
families of female householders with no husband present was
likely to be. The income for families with children all over
the age of 6 was $8,690 in 1978. If there was at least one
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child under age 6 and one or more age 6 to 17, the income
was only $4,930 (a difference of $3,760). If all of the
children were under 6, there was some evidence that the
income ($4,500) was even lower (table 20).

POVERTY

There were 19.1 million persons living in families with
incomes below the poverty level in 1978. This constituted a
poverty rate of 10 percent (table 21).

About 9.3 million of the family members living below the
officially defined poverty threshold ($6,662 for a nonfarm
family of four in 1978) were in families maintained by
women. The poverty rate for persons in these families,

36 percent, was considerably higher than the 10 percent for
persons in families overall. Although the overall poverty
rate for persons in families maintained by women is high, it
has decreased somewhat from 38 percent since 1969. The
1978 poverty rate for persons in families maintained by
White women was 26 percent, much lower than the rate for
persons in comparable Black or Spanish-origin families.

The poverty rate among children living in families
maintained by women was much higher than for children in
families overall (51 versus 16 percent). Among children in
Spanish-origin and Black families maintained by women, the
rates were 69 and 66 percent, respectively, compared with
40 percent for their White counterparts.

Table 17. Median Income of All Families and Female-Householder Families With No Husband Present,

by Race and Spanish Origin:

(In 1978 dollars. Families as of March 1979 and 1970.

1978 and 1969

For meaning of symbols, see text)

Change, 1969-78
Subject
1978 1969 Number Percent
ALL RACES
All families.... $17, 640 $16,787 $853 5.1
Female householders, no husband present........ $8,537 $8,581 $-44 -0.5
Percent...ccoceesecescocsccsscsscassssssconse 48.4 51.1 (X) (x)
WHITE
All familieB...ccvuveenenccncscnnnconnnns , $18,368 $17,429 $939 5.4
Female householders, no husband present........ $9,911 $9,788 $123 1.3
Percent......cce000e ceeseecssssscccsnccncncns 54.0 56.2 (X) x)
BLACK
All familieS....ceev.0.. ceeeee $10,879 $10,783 $ 96 0.9
Female householders, no husband present........ $5,888 $5,946 $-58 -1.0
PErCeNt..c.cooeveecsssssscsssssscssssscscnnne 54.1 55.1 (X) (x)
SPANISH ORIGIN!
All familieS......ccoce0es ceeeiacnnn $12,566 $13,085 $-519 -4.0
Female householders, no husband present........ $5,578 $6,512 $-934 -14.3
Percent....... cesecscesssccccnssssecessasncen 44 .4 49.8 (xX) (xX)

1source of 1969 Spanish-origin income data:
table 15.

1970 Census of Population, Family Composition, Vol. II, 4A,
Persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.




Table 18. Total Money income, by Family Type and Race: 1978

(Numbers in thousands. Fsmilies as of March 1979.

For meaning of symbols, see text)

Total money income

All families

Married-couple families

Pemale householder,
no husband present

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
ALL RACES
Total femilieB..cccccecccccccne 57,804 100.0 47,692 82.5 8,458 14.6
Under $2,000......0000000000000000000 1,027 100.0 473 46.1 520 50.6
$2,000 to $2,999...cccc0c0ncccnanccns 852 100.0 301 35.3 529 62.1
$3,000 to $3,999...c0c0c0c0ccnacaccns 1,336 100.0 617 46.2 676 50.6
$4,000 to $4,999. 000 0ccccnnaccsenes 1,504 100.0 784 52.1 669 44.5
$5,000 to $5,999.....cccttcttcincncan 1,711 100.0 1,091 63.8 572 33.4
$6,000 to $6,999....000000v0tancacnns 1,783 100.0 1,249 70.1 484 27.1
$7,000 to $7,999. .. 00000000000 s00ncns 1,925 100.0 1,333 69.2 524 27.2
$8,000 to $8,999. . ccc0cacrcinncanens 1,876 100.0 1,341 71.5 477 25.4
$9,000 to $9,999...ccc00ccctnncncases 1,859 100.0 1,400 75.3 398 21.4
$10,000 to $11,999...cc0vvcncccscasas 3,911 100.0 3,016 77.1 752 19.2
$12,000 to $14,999...c.c0ccncacncanns 5,745 100.0 4,697 81.8 853 14.8
$15,000 to $19,999..cc000cccccccncans 9,769 100.0 8,553 87.6 956 9.8
$20,000 to $24,999.....ccv0crnnnncnns 8,392 100.0 7,621 90.8 540 6.4
$25,000 to $49,999...0cc0ctveccocnnnnn 14,033 100.0 13,219 94.2 475 3.4
$50,000 and OVer.....coc0c0savscccses 2,082 100.0 1,998 96.0 35 1.7
WHITE
Total families.......c.o0c0000. 50,910 100.0 43,636 85.7 5,918 11.6
Under $2,000.:....c.c0c0000000000000- 751 100.0 436 58.1 293 39.0
$2,000 to $2,999.....c00000ucnseansns 556 100.0 269 48.4 273 49.1
$3,000 to $3,999.....ccciernncnncaans 899 100.0 507 56.4 364 40.5
$46,000 to $4,999.......cieiiiinnnanan 1,098 100.0 663 60.4 397 36.2
$5,000 to $5,999..c.cctreccnccnccnnne 1,375 100.0 975 70.9 361 26.3
$6,000 to $6,999. ... c0cticencnnnccnne 1,468 100.0 1,100 74.9 328 22.3
$7,000 to $7,999..c.0cctceteioncancen 1,608 100.0 1,177 73.2 377 23.4
$8,000 to $8,999..ccctctccccnccncsans 1,541 100.0 1,191 77.3 309 20.1
$9,000 to $9,999.....c00c00c0nnnnanes 1,597 100.0 1,268 79.4 283 17.7
$10,000 to $11,999......cc0ccvcracans 3,384 100.0 2,690 79.5 587 17.3
$12,000 to $14,999..c..c0vecnccnsnans 5,073 100.0 4,244 83.7 673 13.3
$15,000 to $19,999...c0c0vtcccccncnne 8,790 100.0 7,797 88.7 775 8.8
$20,000 to $24,999....000000000000000 7,757 100.0 7,095 91.5 461 5.9
$25,000 to $49,999..c00ctcencnncnanne 12,998 100.0 12,287 94.5 408 3.1
$50,000 and OVer....ccoccoveosccances 2,015 100.0 1,936 96.1 29 1.4
BLACK
Total families.......c.00000000 5,906 100.0 3,244 54.9 2,390 40.5
Under $2,000....cc000000000c000ssvsns 246 100.0 28 11.4 207 84.1
$2,000 to $2,999....c0cverrccnsccnnes 285 100.0 28 9.8 252 88.4
$3,000 to $3,999...cc00vecrcencinnnne 409 100.0 97 23.7 296 72.4
$4,000 to $4,999.....000eeccacncaccns 382 100.0 109 28.5 264 69.1
$5,000 to $5,999.c.ccaciecnncncecsncs 300 100.0 92 30.7 199 66.3
$6,000 to $6,999....c.0000n0crncccnne 278 100.0 120 43.2 150 54.0
$7,000 to $7,999.cccutiececcncnnciaes 288 100.0 136 47.2 138 47.9
$8,000 to $8,999.....ccecrncanccanss 301 100.0 129 42.9 160 53.2
$9,000 to $9,999....ccvciicacnccannan 239 100.0 113 47.3 110 46.0
$10,000 to $11,999.....ccc0necsacases 454 100.0 263 57.9 159 35.0
$12,000 to $14,999...c.c0cvcnccncnnses 588 100.0 381 64.8 169 28.7
$15,000 to $19,999...ccvcicuccncocans 819 100.0 622 75.9 157 19.2
$20,000 to $24,999..ccciicenrencrnnes 524 100.0 428 81.7 70 13.4
$25,000 to $49,999...cc00i0vc0cnccnns 757 100.0 666 88.0 59 7.8
$50,000 and over......ccec0c0n000000e 35 (B) 33 (B) 2 (B)
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Table 19. Median Income of Female-Householder Families With No Husband Present, by Age

(In 1978 dollars.

and Race: 1978 and 1969

Families as of March 1979 and 1970)

Change, 1969-78
Age of householder
1978 1969 Number Percent
ALL RACES
All female householders, no husband present,
14 years a8nd OVer.......occoveceessonsnnsssoss $8,537 $8,581 $-44 -0.5
14 t0 24 Years......co.0cvsvesoccscscosnns P 3,953 4,367 =414 -9.5
25 to 34 years......... seesscecsesessssessvscecssnnns 6,570 6,472 98 1.5
35 to 44 years...... seseesesesensecesasavensesessisense 9,473 8,889 584 6.6
45 to 54 years....... et resesssananannnn Cereeanenes 11,919 10,767 1,152 10.7
55 to 64 years.......... anssesseseseesionensoesnores 12,251 10,964 1,287 11.7
65 years and OVer.........c.o0es teeescensseesesnsaens 9,584 8,873 711 8.0
WHITE
All female householders, no husband present,
14 years and Over............ Cerereseesesnanas $9,911 $9,788 $123 1.3
14 to 24 years......coo0unee ceieen cecssesersrenananas 4,434 4,517 -83 -1.8
25 to 34 years...... Cetesesiasanncens 7,227 6,770 457 6.8
35 to 44 years........o00en.n e serecensnsans 10,823 9,699 1,124 11.6
45 to 54 years......... ceeeseseioanns sesesesssense 13,240 11,993 1,247 10.4
55 to 64 years........... ... Cieeesereennens 13,985 12,027 1,958 16.3
65 years and over......... ceiesenens Ceseeetensnnenens 10, 649 10,142 507 5.0
BLACK
All female householders, no husband present,
14 years and OVeT.....cccevsocesacasasanacns .e $5,888 $5,946 $-58 -1.0
14 to 24 years.......... esecesenscanans ceseescnnsaes 3,584 4,114 =530 -12.9
25 to 34 years..... eseseteecetecsnnaaan 5,463 6,003 -540 -9.0
35 tO 44 YERTB.evvvrrereserrsonsocassssscsesssncnnns 6,865 7,031 -166 2.4
45 to 54 years............. Ceieiiernerienaan Ceereeaas 8,020 6,762 1,258 18.6
55 to 64 years........... eesessetetariennan Ceessaaes 7,968 6,038 1,930 32.0
65 years and over........... [N ceerescenne 5,637 4,469 1,168 26.1
Table 20. Median Income of Families, by Type, Age of Houssholder, and Presence
and Age of Own Children: 1978
(Families as of March 1979. For meaning of symbols, see text).
Female
Subject All Married-couple householders, no
families families husband present
All families.......... eiecsesninnenann $17, 640 $19, 340 $8,537
No own children under 18 years.......ceoeeeceecccccse 16,956 17,808 11,970
With own children under 18 years......cceceveecccanne 18,190 20,410 7,035
All 6 to 17 YearS....ceccosecvccscecsacnscccssaccas 20,150 22,698 8,687
Some under 6, some 6 to 17 years.....oceeveevoccces 17,158 18,871 4,927
All under 6 YEArS....ceeseevecessococsccsossncssnns 15,220 16,846 4,498
Householder under 25 yearsS......coceeeoesesonccse $11,936 $13,784 $3,953
No own children under 18 years........... vecessensaan 15,107 15,284 10,801
With own children under 18 years.....ccceceecececcces 9,010 12,479 3,705
All 6 to 17 years.....ov.s ceeesvansssesccaassancnas 7,941 11,515 3,784
Some under 6, some 6 to 17 yearB.ec.ee..veeveccocees 6,563 13,977 3,928
All under 6 YearsS..cece..coeveecocesoosccosons cenoe 9,298 12,446 3,653
Householder 25 to 44 years.............. R $18,700 $20,476 $7,792
No own children under 18 years........ teesieseansenan 20,960 21,603 13,719
With own children under 18 years..... eeeienenesases 18,162 20,248 7,417
All 6 tO 17 YeArB...oi.vessesecoososssonssnesonssns 19,080 21,953 8,525
Some under 6, some 6 to 17 years........... ceesesne 17,288 18,929 5,040
All under 6 years........ceoec000000 17,427 18,460 6,419
Householder 45 to 64 years......... eceresrenanee $21,124 $22,598 $12,040
No own children under 18 years.......se.oeeeeeesocee 20,716 21,855 13,686
With own children under 18 years..... Cieeeseneteenane 21,950 24,141 9,551
All 6 to 17 years.......... ceceerecsiensssnsasenne 22,168 24,550 9,604
Some under 6, some 6 to 17 years........ Ceeeecaaas 18,775 19,403 6,201
All under 6 years....... ceceecceeresesesssatensases 18,927 19,498 3,935
Houscholder 65 years and OVer.........cocesousees $10,141 $10,152 $9,584
No own children under 18 years............... cesreses 10,071 10,046 9,662
With own children under 18 years........... ceseeneans 13,486 14,500 5,410
All 6 to 17 years........cccveuuns eeesensesnnsaans . 13,589 14,599 5,410
Some under 6, some 6 to 17 years....... cesessensaas 12,619 12,619 (B)
All under 6 years........ ceeeesenea veesesaes PP (B) (B) (B)




Table 21. Persons Below Poverty Level, by Race and Spanish Origin: 1978 and 1969

(Mumbers in thousands. Persons as of March of 1979 and 1970.

For meaning of symbols, see text)
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1978 1969 Change, 1969-78
Subject
Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate
ALL RACES
All Persons in Families
TOt&l..ccoosoccaccsonccsscncnee 19,062 10.0 19,175 10.4 -113 -0.6
Householders........c.cecoesesesescsces 5,280 9.1 5,008 9.7 272 5.4
Related children under 18............ 9,722 15.7 9,501 13.8 221 2.3
Other family membeOrs......cococcocnee 4,060 5.7 4,667 7.2 -607 -13.0
Persons in Femilies With Female
Householders, No Husband Present
TOtAl..ovoeeecesercccanccscanse 9,269 35.6 6,879 38.2 2,390 34.7
Householders......ccoevceeacecosascns 2,654 31.4 1,827 32.7 827 45.3
Related children under 18............ 5,687 50.6 4,247 54.4 1,440 33.9
Other family members.......cccocosoee 928 14.6 805 17.5 123 15.3
WHITE
All Persons in Families
TOtBl.veeecoooccosoccernoccones 12,050 7.3 12,623 7.8 =573 4.5
HBouseholders.......cccoeoceeosccccces 3,523 6.9 3,575 7.7 =52 -1.5
Related children under 18............ 5,674 11.0 5,667 9.7 7 0.1
Other family membOrs.....cocccce0c0ee 2,853 4.5 3,381 5.8 -528 -15.6
Persons in Families With Female
Householders, No Husband Present
TOt&l.eeeceeoscooncescscacsccns 4,371 25.9 3,577 29.1 79 22.2
Bouseholders....cccceececococccscccnse 1,391 23.5 1,069 25.7 322 30.1
Related children under 18............ 2,627 39.9 2,068 45.2 599 27.0
Other family members.........cccoveee 353 8.1 440 12.4 -87 ~19.8
BLACK
All Persons in Femilies
TOtal..o.voecocaccsoscosccnsnns 6,493 29.5 6,245 30.9 248 4.0
Householders.......cococn0cecccsvsoes 1,622 27.5 1,366 27.9 256 18.7
Related children under 18............ 3,781 41.2 3,677 39.6 104 2.8
Other family members........cocc0e0e 1,091 15.7 1,202 20.0 =111 -9.2
Persons in Families With Female
Householders, No Husband Present
TOto&l.ceoveosoocooscoconsnsnnes 4,712 54.2 3,225 58.2 1,487 46.1
Householders..........cco000000000000 1,208 50.6 737 53.3 471 63.9
Related children under 18............ 2,948 66.4 2,137 68.2 811 38.0
Other family members............c.c.0 556 29.9 350 34.4 206 58.9
SPANISH ORIGIN®
All Persons in Families
TOtBl.ccecessosoeasasscascascsae 2,343 20.9 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Householders.......ccooceceecsossosce 559 20.4 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Related children under 18............ 1,354 27.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Other family members.......ccco0vceee 429 12.3 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Persons in Families With Female
Householders, No Husband Present
TOtAl.e.cooereorocseconsscccnne 1,024 56.4 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Bouseholders......ccooceeevesccsnsane 288 53.1 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Related children under 18............ 663 |- 68.9 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Other family members..........ccocceee 74 23.6 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.



Coverage. The population in this report includes the civilian
noninstitutional population of the United States plus
approximately 824,000 members of the Armed Forces in the
United States living off post or with their families on post in
1979, but excludes all other members of the Armed Forces.

Symbols. A dash (—) represents zero or rounds to zero. The
symbol ‘’B” means that the base for the derived figure is less
than 75,000. An ‘’X’* means not applicable, and “NA’* means
not available.

Rounding of estimates. Individual figures are rounded to the
nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals,
which are independently rounded; percentages are based on
the unrounded numbers.

Head versus householder. In the 1980 census, the Bureau of
the Census plans to discontinue the use of the terms ‘‘head
of household”” and ‘“‘head of family.” Instead, the terms
‘householder”’ and “‘family householder’’ are likely to be
used. Recent social changes have resulted in greater sharing
of household responsibilities among the adult members and,
therefore, have made the term ‘“head’’ increasingly inappro-
priate in the analysis of household and family data. Specif-
ically, the Bureau is reconsidering its longtime practice of
always classifying the husband as the head when he and his
wife are living together.

In this report, the term ‘‘householder” is used for the
purpose of acquainting users of census data with the new
concept. The user is cautioned that the term ‘‘householder,”
refers to the “family head,” as defined in eariier reports.
For example, the data for ‘‘female householders, no husband
present” include a relatively small number of women main-
taining ‘‘secondary families” (i.e., ‘‘unrelated subfamilies”;
see secondary family definition) who are not actually

Appendix A.

Definitions and
Explanations

“householders.” The number of such families in 1979 was
238,000 as compared with 91,000 in 1970.

In the 1980 census, the householder is to be the first
adult household member listed on the census questionnaire.
The instructions call for listing first the person (or one of the
persons) in whose name the home is owned or rented. If a
home is owned jointly by a married couple, either the
husband or the wife may be listed first, thereby becoming
the reference person, or householder, to whom the relation-
ship of other household members is to be recorded. Thus, the
Bureau plans to publish the responses on relationships as
given in the 1980 census, except in selected tables where the
husband will always be shown as the householder in order to
maintain comparability with previous census classifications.

Tenure. A housing unit is ‘‘owner occupied” if the owner or
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fuily
paid for. A c¢ooperative or condominium unit is ‘“owner
occupied” only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other
occupied units are classified as ‘‘renter occupied,” including
units rented for cash rent and those occupied without
payment of cash rent.

Marital status. The marital status classification identifies four
major categories; single, married, widowed, and divorced.
These terms refer to the marital status at the time of the
enumeration.

The category ‘‘married’’ is further divided into ““married,
spouse present,’” ‘“‘separated,” and ‘‘other married, spouse
absent.’” A person was classified as ’married, spouse present”
if the husband or wife was reported as a member of the
household, even though he or she may have been temporarily
absent on business or on vacation, visiting, in a hospital, etc.,
at the time of the enumeration. Persons reported as separated
included those with legal separations, those living apart with
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intentions of obtaining a divorce, and other persons perma-
nently or temporarily separated because of marital discord.
The group ‘‘other married, spouse absent’” includes married
persons living apart because either the husband or wife was
employed, and living at a considerable distance from home,
was serving away from home in the Armed Forces, had
moved to another area, or had a different place of residence
for any other reason except separation as defined above.

Household. A household consists of all the persons who
occupy a housing unit. A house, an apartment or other
group of rooms, or a single room, is regarded as a housing
unit when it is occupied or intended for occupancy as separate
living quarters; that is, when the occupants do not live and
eat with any other persons in the structure and there is
either (1) direct access from the outside or through acommon
hall or (2) a kitchen or cooking equipment for the exclusive
use of the occupants.

A household includes the related family members and all
the unrelated persons, if any, such as lodgers, foster children,
wards, or employees, who share the housing unit. A person
living alone in a housing unit, or a group of unrelated persons
sharing a housing unit as partners, is also counted as a house-
hold. The count of households excludes group quarters.

Family. The term “‘family,” as used here, refers to a group of
two persons or more related by birth, marriage, or edoption
and residing together; all such persons are considered as
members of one family. A lodger and his/her spouse who are
not related to the person or persons who maintain the house-
hold, or a resident employee and his/her spouse living in,
are considered as a separate family. Thus, a household may
contain more than one family. However, if the son of the
person or couple who maintains the household and the son’s
wife are members of the household, they are treated as part
of the parent’s family. A person maintaining a household
alone, or with unrelated persons only, is regarded as a house-
hold but not as a family. Thus, some households do not
contain a family.

Primary family. A primary family is a family that includes
among its members the person or couple who maintains the
household.

Secondary family. A secondary family (i.e., unrelated sub-
family) is a family that does not include among its members
the person or couple who maintains the household, or any
persons related to the person or couple who maintains the
household. Members of secondary families may include
persons such as guests, lodgers, or resident employees and
their relatives living in a household.

Persons living with relatives in group quarters were
formerly considered as members of secondary families.
However, the number of such families became so small
(37,000 in 1967) that beginning with data for 1968 (and
beginning with census data for 1960) the Bureau of the
Census includes persons in these families in the count of
secondary individuals.

Subfamily. A subfamily (i.e., related subfamily) is a married
couple with or without children, or one parent with one or
more own single children under 18 years old, living in a
household and related to, but not including, the person or
couple who maintains the household. The most common
example of a subfamily is a young married couple sharing the
home of the husband’s or wife’s parents. Members of a sub-
family are also members of a primary family. The number
of subfamilies, therefore, is not included in the number of -
families.

"Unrelsted individuals. Unrelated individuals are persons

(other than inmates of institutions) who are not living with
any relatives. An unrelated individual may be (1) a person
living alone or with nonrelatives only, (2) a lodger or resident
employee with no relatives in the household, or (3) a group
quarters member who has no relatives living with him/her.
Thus, a widow who occupies her house alone or with one or
more other persons not related to her, a roomer not related
to anyone else in the housing unit, a maid living as a member
of her employer’'s household but with no relstives in the
household, and a resident staff member in a hospital living
apart from any relatives are all examples of unrelated
individuals.

Primary individual. A primary individual (i.e., nonfamily
householder) is a person maintaining a household while
living alone or with nonrelatives only.

Secondary individual. A secondary individual is a person in a
household or group quarters such as a guest, lodger, or
resident employee (excluding primary individuals and
inmates of institutions) who is not related to any other
person in the household or group quarters. (See section
above on secondary family for slight change in coverage
of secondary individuals in 1968.)

Own children and related children. ‘Own’’ children in a
family are sons and daughters, including stepchildren and
adopted children, of the householder. Similarly, own
children in a subfamily are sons and daughters of the married
couple or parent in the subfamily. ‘’Related’”’ children in a
family include own children and all other children in the
household who are related to the householder by birth,
marriage, or adoption. All children shown as members of
subfamilies are own children. For each type of family unit
identified in the CPS, the count of own children under 18
years old is limited to single (never married) children.

The count of related children in families was formerly
restricted to single (never married) children. However,
beginning with data for 1968 the Bureau of the Census
includes ever-married children under the category of related
children. This change added approximately 20,000 children
to the category of related children in March 1968.

Years of school completed. In this report, data on years of
school completed were derived from the combination of
answers to two questions, (a) “What is the highest grade of



school that the person has attended?” and (b) ’Did the
person finish this grade?”’

The questions on educational attainment applied only to
progress in ‘‘regular” schools. Such schools include public,
private, and parochial elementary and high schools (both
junior and senior high), colleges, universities, and pro-
fessional schools, whether day schools or night schools. Thus
“regular” schooling is that which advances a person toward
an elementary or high school diploma, or a college, uni-
versity, or professional school degree. Schooling in other
than regular schools was counted only if the credits obtained
were regarded as transferable to a school in the regular school
system.

Labor force and employment status. The definitions of labor
force and employment status in this report related to the
population 14 years old and over.

Employed. Employed persons comprise (1) all civilians who,
during the specifiad week, did any work at all as paid
employees or in their own business or profession, or on their
own farm, or who worked 15 hours or more as unpaid
workers on a farm or in a business operated by a member of
the family, and (2) all those who were not working but who
had jobs or businesses from which they were temporarily
absent because of illness, bad weather, vacation, or labor-
management dispute, or because they were taking time off
for personal reasons, whether or not they were paid by their
employers for time off, and whether or not they were
seeking other jobs. Excluded from the employed group are
persons whose only activity consisted of work around the
house (such as own home housework, painting or repairing
own home, etc.) or volunteer work for religious, charitable,
and similar organizations.

Unemployed. Unemployed persons are those civilians who,
during the survey week, had no employment but were
available for work and (1) had engaged in any specific
job-seeking activity within the past 4 weeks, such as
registering at a public or private employment office, meeting
with prospective employers, checking with friends or
relatives, placing or answering advertisements, writing letters
of application, or being on a union or professional register;
(2) were waiting to be called back to a job from which they
had been laid off; or (3) were waiting to report to a new
wage or salary job within 30 days.

Labor force. Persons are classified as in the labor force if
they were employed as civilians, unemployed, or in the
Armed Forces during the survey week. The ‘‘civilian labor
force’” is comprised of all civilians classified as employed or
unemployad.

Not in the labor force. All civilians who are not classified as
employad or unemployed are defined as ‘‘not in the labor
force.” This group who are neither employed nor seeking
work includes persons engaged only in own home house-
work, attending schopl, or unable to work because of long-

-
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term physical or mental illness; persons who are retired
or too old to work, seasonal workers for whom the survey
week fell in an off season, and the voluntary idle. Persons
doing only unpaid family work (less than 15 hours) are also
classified as not in the labor force.

Occupation. The data on occupation of employed persons
refer to the civilian job held during the survey week. Persons
employed at two or more jobs were reported in the job at
which they worked the greatest number of hours during the
week.

The occupation groupings used here are mainly the major
groups used in the 1970 Census of Population. The composi-
tion of these groups is shown in Volume 1, Characteristics of
the Population, Part 1, United States Summary, chapter D.
The categories used are either detailed classifications or
combinations thereof.

Metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence. The population
residing in standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's)
constitutes the metropolitan population. Except in New
England, an SMSA is a county or group of contiguous
counties which contains at least one city of 50,000 in-
habitants or more, or ‘‘twin cities” with a combined
population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county, or
counties, containing such a city or cities, contiguous counties
are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they
are essentially metropolitan in character and are socially and
economically integrated with the central county. In New
England SMSA's consist of towns and cities, rather than
counties. The metropolitan population in this report is based
on SMSA's as defined in the 1970 census and does not
include any subsequent additions or changes.

Central cities. Each SMSA must include at least one central
city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the central
city or cities. If only one central city is designated, then it
must have 50,000 inhabitants or more. The area title may
include, in addition to the largest city, up to two city names
on the basis and in the order of the following criteria: (1)
The additional city has at least 250,000 inhabitants or (2)
the additional city has a population of one-third or more of
that of the largest city and a minimum population of 25,000.
An exception occurs where two cities have contiguous
boundaries and constitute, for economic and social purposes,
a single community of a least 50,000, the smaller of which
must have a population of at least 15,000.

Age. The age classification is based on the age of the person
at the person’s last birthday.

Race. The population is divided into three groups on the
basis of race: White, Black, and ‘‘other races.” The last
category includes Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and any other
race except White and Black.

Persons of Spanish origin. Persons of Spanish origin were
determined on the basis of a question that asked for self-



42

identification of the person’s origin or descent. Respondents
were asked to select their origin (or the origin of some
other household member) from a “‘flash card”’ listing ethnic
origins. Persons of Spanish origin, in particular, were those
who indicated that their origin was Mexican, Puerto Rican,
Cuban, Central or South American, or some other Spanish
origin. Persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Income. Data on income cover money income only, prior to
deduction for taxes, received from such sources as wages or
salaries, net income from self-employment, Social Security,
dividends, interest, public assistance and welfare, unemploy-
ment compensation, government pensions, and veterans
payments. Certain money receipts such as capital gains are

not included. For a more detailed explanation, see Bureau of
the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 123.

Poverty. Families and persons are classified as being above or
below the poverty level using the poverty index adopted by
a Federal Interagency Committee in 1969. This index is
based on the Department of Agriculture’s 1961 Economy
Food Plan and reflects the different consumption require-
ments of families based on their size and composition, sex
and age of the family householder, and farm-nonfarm
residence. The poverty thresholds are updated every year to
reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index (CPl). For a
more detailed explanation, see Bureau of the Census, Current
Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 124,
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SOURCE OF DATA

Most of the estimates in this report are based on data
obtained from the Current Population Survey (CPS) of
the Bureau of the Census. Some data, as footnoted in the
tables were obtained from the 1970 Census of Population.
The 1976 State data shown in the report was obtained from
the Survey of Income and Education. Brief descriptions of
the sources from and procedures by which data were obtained
are presented below.

Current Population Survey (CPS). The CPS estimates in this
report are based on data obtained in March of 1970 and
1979. The monthly CPS deals mainly with labor force data
for the civilian noninstitutional population. Questions relating
to labor force participation are asked about each member
14 years old and older in each sample household. In addi-
tion, supplementary questions are asked each March about
household and family characteristics. In order to obtain more
reliable data for the Spanish-origin population, the March
CPS sample was enlarged to include all households from the
November sample which contained at least one person of
Spanish origin. This resulted in almost doubling the number
of sample persons of Spanish origin. For this report, persons

Appendix B.

Source and
Reliability of
the Estimates

in the Armed Forces living off post or with their families
on post are included.

The present CPS sample was initially selected from the
1970 census file and is continuously updated to reflect new
construction. (See the section, ‘‘Nonsampling variability.”)
The monthly CPS sample is spread over 614 areas with
coverage in each of the 50 States and the District of Columbia.
The CPS sample areas comprised 1,113 counties, independent
cities, and divisions in the nation.

Previous sample designs used were based on files from the
most recently completed census updated for new construc-
tion. The following table provides a description of some
aspects of the CPS sample designs in use during the referenced
data collection periods.

The estimation procedure used in this survey involved the
inflation of the weighted sample results to independent
estimates of the total civilian noninstitutional population of
the United States by age, race, and sex. These independent
estimates were based on statistics from decennial censuses;
statistics on births, deaths, immigration, and emigration; and
statistics on the strength of the Armed Forces. For this
report, persons in the Armed Forces living off post or with
their families on post were also included. The estimation

Description of the Current Population Survey for the March Supplement

Households eligible
Number of Hous ing units
Time period sample Not visited, not
areas! Interviewed interviewed eligible?
March 1979........... 614 54,000 2,500 10,000
March 1970.......... . 449 48,000 2,000 8,500

!These areas were chosen to provide coverage in each State and the District of Columbia.
2These are housing units which were visited, but were found to be vacant or otherwise not eligible

for interview.
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procedure for the data in the report also involved a further
adjustment so that husband and wife of a household re-
ceived the same weight.

Survey of Income and Education (SIE). The SIE estimates in
this report are based on data collected from personal inter-
views conducted mostly in May and June of 1976 with a
small number occurring in April and July. This survey was
conducted by the Bureau of the Census acting as collection
agent for the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare.
Approximately 158,500 households, selected independently
in the 50 States and the District of Columbia, were eligible
for interview in SIE. Of this number, 7,300 interviews were
not obtained because the occupants were temporarily absent,
refused to be interviewed, or, after repeated callbacks, no
one could be found at home. In addition to the 158,500
households, there were about 33,000 sample units which
were visited and found to be vacant, condemned, unfit,
demolished, etc. and therefore were ineligible for interview.

Decennial Census of Pogulation. Descriptions of the samples
from the decennial census data for 1970 in this report,
as footnoted, can be found in the appropriate census
publications.

RELIABILITY OF THE ESTIMATES

Since the CPS estimates in this report are based on a
sample, they may differ somewhat from the figures that
would have been obtained if a complete census had been
taken using the same questionnaires, instructions, and enu-
merators. There are two types of errors possible in an estimate
based on a sample survey: sampling and nonsampling. The
standard errors provided for this report primarily indicate
the magnitude of the sampling errors. They also partially
measure the effect of some nonsampling errors in response
and enumeration, but do not measure any systematic biases
in the data. The full extent of the nonsampling error is un-
known. Consequently, particular care should be exercised in
the interpretation of figures based on a relatively small
number of cases or on small differences between estimates.

Nonsampling variability. Nonsampling errors can be attributed
to many sources, e.g., inability to obtain information about
all cases in the sample, definitional difficulties, differences
in the interpretation of questions, inability or unwillingness
on the part of respondents to provide correct information,
inability to recall information, errors made in collection
such as in recording or coding the data, errors made in
processing the data, errors made in estimating values for
missing data, and failure to represent all units with the
sample (undercoverage).

Undercoverage in the CPS results from missed housing
units and missed persons within sample households. Overall
undercoverage, as compared to the level of the decennial
census, is about 5 percent. It is known that CPS under-
coverage varies with age, sex, and race. Generally, under-
coverage is larger for males than for females and larger for
Blacks and other races than for Whites. Ratio estimation to

independent age-sex-race population controls, as described
previously, partially corrects for the bias due to survey
undercoverage. However, biases exist in the estimates to
the extent that missed persons in missed households or
missed persons in interviewed households have different
characteristics than interviewed persons in the same age-sex-
race group. Further, the independent population controls
used have not been adjusted for undercoverage in the 1970
census, which was estimated at 2.5 percent of the population,
with similar undercoverage differentials by age, sex, and race
as in CPS,

A coverage improvement sample was included in com-
puting the estimates beginning in October 1978 in order to
provide coverage of mobile homes and new construction
housing units that previously had no chance for selction. This
sample is composed of approximately 450 sample household
units which represent 237,000 occupied mobile homes and
600,000 new construction units. These new construction
units are composed of those units where building permits
were issued prior to January 1970 and construction was
not completed by the time of the 1970 Census (i.e., April
1970). The extent of other sources of undercoverage of
housing units is unknown but believed to be small.

Sampling variability. The standard errors given in the fol-
lowing tables are primarily measures of sampling variability,
that is, of the variations that occurred by chance because a
sample rather than the entire population was surveyed. The
sample estimate and its estimated standard error enables one
to construct confidence intervals, ranges that would include
the average result of all possible samples with a known
probability. For example, if all possible samples were
selected, each of these surveyed under essentially the same
general conditions and using the same sample design, and an
estimate and its estimated standard error were calculated
from each sample, then:

1. Approximately 68 percent of the intervals from one
standard error below the estimate to one standard error
above the estimate would include the average result of
all possible samples.

2. Approximately 90 percent of the intervals from 1.6
standard errors below the estimate to 1.6 standard errors
above the estimate would include the average result of
all possible samples.

3. Approximately 95 percent of the intervals from two
standard errors below the estimate to two standard
errors above the estimate would include the average
result of all possible samples.

The average estimate derived from all possible samples is
or is not contained in any particular computed interval.
However, for a particular sample, one can say with a specified
confidence that the average estimate derived from all possible
samples is included in the confidence interval.

All the statements of comparison appearing in the text
are significant at a 1.6 standard error level or better, and most
are significant at a level of more than 2.0 standard errors.



This means that for most differences cited in the text, the
estimated difference is greater than twice the standard error
of the difference. Statements of comparison qualified in
some way (e.g., by use of the phrase, ‘‘some evidence’’) have
a level of significance between 1.6 and 2.0 standard errors.

Comparability with other data. Data obtained from CPS and
SIE are not entirely comparable. This is due in large part to
differences in interviewer training and experience and in dif-
fering survey processes. This is an additional component
of error not reflected in the standard error tables. Therefore,
caution should be used in comparing results between these
different sources.

Caution should also be exercised in comparing metro-
politan and nonmetropolitan area estimates from 1976 and
later years to each other and to those from earlier years.
Methodological and sample design changes have occurred
in these years resulting in relatively large differences in the
metropolitan and nonmetropolitan area estimates.

Note when using small estimates. Summary measures (such as
averages and percent distributions) are shown in the report
only when the base of the measure is 75,000 or greater.
Because of the large standard errors involved, there is little
chance that summary measures would reveal useful informa-
tion when computed on a smaller base. Estimated numbers
are shown, however, even though the relative standard errors
of these numbers are larger than those for corresponding
percentages. These smaller estimates are provided primarily
to permit such combinations of the categories as serve each
user’s need.

Standard errors for data based on the decennial census.
Sampling errors on all data from the 5-percent sample of the
1970 decennial census shown in this report are small enough
to be disregarded. However, the standard errors may be
found in the appropriate census volumes.

Standard errors for data based on SIE. The tables in the
report based on SIE data are footnoted to a previously pub-
lished report. Due to lack of space in this report, the
standard errors are not included. However, standard errors
can be obtained from the earlier report.

Standard error tables and their use. In order to derive
standard errors that would be applicable to a large number of
estimates and could be prepared at a moderate cost, a number
of approximations were required. Therefore, instead of pro-
viding an individual standard error for each estimate,
generalized sets of standard errors are provided for various
types of characteristics. As a result, the sets of standard
errors provided give an indication of the order of magnitude
of the standard error of an estimate rather than the precise
standard error.

The figures in tables B-1 and B-2 provide approximations
to standard errors of estimated numbers and estimated
percentages. Standard errors for intermediate values not
shown in the generalized tables of standard errors may be
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approximated by linear interpolation. Estimated standard
errors for specific characteristics cannot be obtained from
tables B-1 or B-2 without the use of factors in table B-3.
These factors must be applied to the generalized standard
errors in order to adjust for the combined effect of sample
design and estimating procedure on the value of the
characteristic.

Two parameters (denoted ‘‘a’’ and ‘‘b’’) are used to
calculate standard errors for each type of characteristic;
they are presented in table B-4. These parameters were used
to calculate the standard errors in tables B-1 and B-2, and to
calculate the factors in table B-3. They also may be used to
directly calculate the standard errors for estimated numbers
and percentages. Methods for direct computation are given
in the following sections.

Standard errors of estimated numbers. The approximate
standard error, o,, of an estimated number shown in this
report can be obtained in two ways. It may be obtained by
use of the formula

g =fo m
x

where f is the appropriate factor from table B-3, and o is the
standard error on the estimate obtained by interpolation
from table B-1. Alternatively, standard errors may be approxi-
mated by the following formula (2) from which the standard
errors were calculated in table B-1. Use of this formula will
provide more accurate results than the use of formula (1)

above.
= 2
o, \/ ax? + bx (2)

Here x is the size of the estimate and a and b are the
parameters in table B4 associated with the particular type
of characteristic.

Standard errors of estimated percentages. The reliability of
an estimated percentage, computed using sample data for
both numerator and denominator, depends upon both the
size of the percentage and the size of the total upon which
the percentage is based. Estimated percentages are relatively
more reliable than the corresponding estimates of the
numerators of the percentages, particularly if the percentages
are 50 percent or more. When the numerator and de-
nominator of the percentage are in different categories, use
the factor or parameters from table B-3 or B4 indicated by
the numerator. The approximate standard error, O (x,p) of
an estimated percentage can be obtained by use of the
formula

a(x,p) = fo (3)

In this formula f is the appropriate factor from table B-3 and
o is the standard error on the estimate from table B-2.
Alternatively, standard errors may be approximated by
formula (4), from which standard errors in table B-2 were
calculated; direct computation will give more accurate results
than use of the standard error tables and the factors.
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D
a(x,p) = ’-; *p (100 - p) 4)

Here x is the size of the subclass of families, households, or
householders which is the base of the percentage, p is the
percentage (0 < p < 100), and be is the parameter in table
B-4 associated with the particular type of characteristic in
the numerator of the percentage.

lilustration of the use of standard error tables. Table 8 shows
that in 1979, there were 8,458,000 female householders
14 years old and over with no husband present. Table B-1
shows the standard error on an estimate of this size to be
approximately 106,000. Applying the appropriate factor
from table B-3 and using formula (1) the approximate stand-
ard error is 1.0 x 106,000 = 106,000.! The 68-percent confi-
dence interval as shown by the data is from 8,352,000 to
8,564,000. Therefore, a conclusion that the average estimate
derived from all possible samples lies within a range com-
puted in this way would be correct for roughly 68 percent
of all possible samples. Similarly we could conclude with
95-percent confidence that the average estimate derived from
all possible samples lies within the interval from 8,246,000
to 8,670,000, i.e., 8,458,000 *+ (2 x 106,000).

Of these 8,458,000 female householders, 4,780,000 or
56.5 percent were women under 45 years old. Using formula
(4) and table B4, the standard error on an estimate of 56.5
percent is

1389 - - 2
J8,458,000 (56.5) (100 - 56.5) = 0.6 percent

Consequently, the chances are 68 out of 100 that the esti-
mated 56.5 percent would be within 0.6 percentage points
of the average of all possible samples. Chances are 95 out of
100 that the estimate would be within 1.2 percentage points
of all possible samples, i.e., the 85-percent confidence
interval would be from 55.3 to 57.7 percent.

Standard error of a difference. For a difference between two
sample estimates, the standard error is approximately equal to

- 2 2
%(xy) = 4fx * % (5)

where g, and oy are the standard errors of the estimates
x and y; the estimates can be of numbers, percents, ratios,
etc. This will represent' the actual standard error quite
accurately for the difference between two estimates of the
same characteristic in two different areas, or for the
difference between separate and uncorrelated characteristics
in the same area. If, however, there is a high positive
(negative) correlation between the two characteristics, the
formula will overestimate (underestimate) the true standard
error.

! Formula (2) for this example with a = =0.000010 and b = 1389
gives a standard error of 105,000.

2Table B-2, B3 and formula (3) aiso give a standard error of 0.6
percent. .

lllustration of the computation of the standard error of a
difference between estimates. Table 8 shows that in 1970,
there were 5,591,000 female householders 14 years old and
over with no husband present. Tables B-1 and B-3 show the
standard error on an estimate of that size to be approximately
86,000. The apparent difference between the number of
female householders 14 years old and over with no husband
present in 1970 and 1979 is 2,867,000. The standard error
on 8,458,000 is 106,000 as shown above. Therefore, use
formula (5), the standard error of the estimated difference
of 2,867,000 is about

136,000 =/(106,000)* + (86,000)°

This means that the chances are 68 out of 100 that the
estimated difference based on the sample estimates would
vary from the difference derived from the average of all
possible samples by less than 136,000. The 68-percent con-
fidence interval about the 2,867,000 difference is from
2,731,000 to 3,003,000, i.e., 2,867,000 + 136,000. A con-
clusion that the average estimate of the difference derived
from all possible samples of the same size and design lies
within a range computed in this way would be correct for
roughly 68 percent of all possible samples. The 95-percent
confidence interval is from 2,595,000 to 3,139,000. Since
this interval does not contain zero, we can conclude with
95-percent confidence that the number of female house-
holders 14 years old and over with no husband present in
1979 was actually greater than the female householders
in 1970.

Standard error of a ratio. All mean values for persons in
families shown in the tables of this report were calculated as
the ratio of two numbers. For example, the mean number of
own children under 18 per family is calculated by

X = total number of own children under 18
y = total number of family householders with own children

The denominator, y, of the ratio always represents a count of
family householders of a certain class. The numerator, x,
represents a count of persons with the characteristic under
consideration who are members of these families; this count
may be 0, 1, 2, 3 or more. Standard errors for these means
may be approximated using the following formula:

oo V1) )]
x y Yy x (6)
Yy
The standard error of the estimated number of family house-
holders, Oy, and the standard error of the estimated number

of persons with the characteristic in those families, Oy, May
be calculated by methods described above.

Standard error of a median. The sampling variability of an
estimated median depends upon the form of the distri-
bution as well as the size of its base. An approximate method
for measuring the reliability of a median is to determine an



interval about the estimated median, such that there is a
stated degree of confidence that the median based on a com-
plete census lies within the interval. The following procedure
may be used to estimate the 68-percent confidence limits of
a median based on sample data.

1. Determine, using the standard error tables and factors
or formula (4), the standard error of the estimate of 50
percent from the distribution.

2. Add to and subtract from 50 percent the standard error
determined in step (1).

3. Using the distribution of the characteristic, calculate the
confidence interval corresponding to the two points
established in step (2).

A 95-percent confidence interval may be determined by
finding the values corresponding to 50 percent plus and
minus twice the standard error determined in step (1).

illustration of the computation of a confidence interval for
a median. Table 8 of this report shows that the median age
in 1979 of female householders with no husband present was
420 years. The base of the distribution from which the
median was determined is 8,458,000 persons.
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1. Table B-2 and factor table B-3 show the standard error
of 50 percent on a base of 8,458,000 is about 0.7 percent.

2. To obtain a 95-percent confidence interval on an esti-

mated median add to and subtract from 50 percent twice
the standard error found in step 1. This yields percentage
limits 48.6 and 51.4.

3. From table 8 it can be seen that 34.6 percent of all female

householders with no husband present were younger than
35 years and 21.9 percent were 35 to 44 years old. By
linear interpolation, the lower limit of the estimate is
found to be about

48.6 - 34.6

35.0 + (45.0 - 35.0) ( 219

)=414
Similarly, the upper limit may be found by linear inter-
polation to be about

51.4- 34.6

35.0 + (45.0 - 35.0)( 219

) =427

Thus, the 95-percent confidence interval for the median
age of female householders with no husband present is
41.4 t0 42.7 years.

Table B-1. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers—CPS Estimates

(68 chances out of 100, Numbers in thousands)

Size of estimate Standard error

Size of estimate

Standard error

7 6
50.cecececcencsncecoaconcasans 8
100......... cecececcrssncssoes 12
7 1 19
500, ccececcecceccocococconnne 26
1,000...c.00rvecceccnccsnnaces 37

2,500 1ueeennannrnenaenen, 58
5,000....... Ceeeereneeeenens 82
10,000, ... eeeunnnnns cereenee. 117
25,000....... Cerrreerieieaa, 169
50,000, 1 0uernrnnencrnsenennes 211

Table B-2. Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages—CPS Estimates

(68 chances out of 100)

Base of percentage Estimated perceritage

(in thousands) 1 or 99 2 or 98 5 or 95 10 or 90 25 or 75 50
75 0ecccoccncannne esocs 1.4 1.9 3.0 4.1 5.9 6.8
100....cc0eecececanncss 1.2 1.6 2.6 3.5 5.1 5.9
250, cc0ccncns sesssenreas 0.7 1.0 1.6 2.2 3.2 3.7
500..c.0000c0cerccnncas 0.5 0.7 1.1 1.6 2.3 2.6
1,000....c.00c0000cne0es 0.4 0.5 0.8 1.1 1.6 1.9
2,500, 000000 ccncecsnane 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.2
5.000..ccc00000cecacane 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.8
10,000....c00000000esss 0.12 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6
25,000...c000c0000000en 0.07 0.10 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4
50,000...00000000000s00 0.05 0.07 0.11 0.2 0.2 0.3
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Table B-3. Factors to be Applied to Generalized Standard Errors in Tables B-1 and B-2

Characteristic

Persons

Families, female
householders,
unrelated individuals

Income:
Total or White...ceceeeevececcsccoscsascccnonssessscccss

BlacK..cccoeveccrocosercsceosocsosccssovsoscioscacacensnccs

Spanish origin......ccccecceccveccccvsccnscccscscacccccccsns

Labor Force, not in labor force, employed, occupation:
Total or White...ceceececerecerscccrsscoscscssccsocccscnnss

BlACK.coeeeorsooocecosaesosososocososcncsosssssosossssssssss

Spanish Origin...c.ceeeccecccsossssoscccsosnscnsoscacacssncsce

Living arrangements, size of family, marital status, type
of family, mobility, tenure status:
Total Or White...ceeeceeoecacescccsssoscccscscssscccsnces

BlacCK...eecoseoceceososcocanconoscscssoscsscccnsnsosoccs

Spanish origin...c.coeecececscecccccescoscsscossconsnsocces

Poverty:
Total or White....ccceeevecoceccescncccsasnscencsasacsss

BlaCK..ooooeoroeoasoocosossonssccocoaossvsassssccanssoanssos

Spanish origin....c.cceveeccreesccceccccccssonncsossnsnas

Residence:
Total or White....oeeevevscerecncecscsoeccsccsoseaconnns

BlaCK...ccoocoscccoesecsasoscsoscocosssossosssccsasosscsscs

Spanish origin....cceeecececcocrscececcsscenscscccsvsocscnse

Unemployed:
Total Or White.....ccoveceevsccoresscscccsccscocencscanse

BlACK. oo cooeoocscccosccocscoassssrsacsoccossssacessacnsas

Years of School Completed:
Total or White....coeeveeecvorecencorccccocceccccososcons

BlacCK..c.ceoeeeocoesosorsosoosossossoscssccscasconsscsaccnsses

(X)
(X)
X)

(X)
(X)
(X)

(X)
(xX)
(X)

NN
.
o &

(X)
(X)
(X)

(X)
(X)

s
.
w N

=
.
O = =

X Not applicable.
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Table B-4. “a” and “b”’ Parameters for CPS Data for Estimated Numbers and Percentages of Persons,

Families, Female Householders, or Unrelated Individuals

Families, female

Persons householders,
Characteristic unrelated individuals
a b a b
Income:
Total or White............. ceseencsanns cereaes . (X) (X) -0.000008 1721
BlacK....ooeeooeeeocooscscrvsocoscacsacnnssoccns (X) (X) -0.000067 1876
Spanish origin........ ceccsccscccesescssscasons (X) (X) -0.000014 2420
Labor Force, not in labor force, employed,
occupation:
Total or White........... csvoces cessccrasscenes (X) (X) -0.000019 1541
Black..ceoeoecoconccccee ececescscssssassseavnnn (X) (X) -0.000152 1541
Spanish OrigiN.cceeccccccosccccescnsscoccvesasne (X) (X) -0.000018 1381
Living arrangements, size of family, marital
status, type of family, mobility, tenure status:
Total or White......ccoieiievnnnnnccnonocscanss (6.9) X) =0.000010 1389
Black...c.2eossn seeecccsssestacscsssncrsnssrnse (X) (X) -0.000087 1255
Spanish Origin....ccceeecocccoococsecacsscsacss (X) (X) -0.000020 1422
Poverty:
Total Or White....eoeeveeesoscssccosssccscncsss -0.000031 7946 (X) (X)
BlaCK..coccoecoccccoocececsscssscccossocsancaccss -0¢°00270 7946 (x) (x)
Spanish Origin....cccceeecececcoocococsscossess -0.000063 11528 (X) (X)
Res idence:
Total or White....eoceevescccacccososssncncsacee X) (xX) -0.000016 2170
BlacK..cccccooceoccccoccoscsncsscsoccoscrnsssasee (X) (X) -0.000178 2561
Spanish Origin...cceeeeeccccesoscccccocnrcssesaccs (X) (X) -0.000039 2844
Unemployed:
Total or white.o-.oo-c-ool0...00.--000--.-00.00 (x) (X) -0-000015 1971
BlacK..coecoccoeccososccnscscceccnsascssscansse (X) (X) -0.000139 2265
Years of school completed:
Total Or White...ceveceocaccocnccossosascssasss | —0.000016 2064 (X) (X)
BlaCK..ceoceecoosacsoscsococsoscccsransssscscecss -0.000186 2792 (X) (X)

X Not applicable.
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