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Child Support and Alimony: 1981 (Advance Report)

INTRODUCTION

Increases in the divorce rate and in the
number of families maintained by women with
no husband present have resulted in greater
demands for information on the economic condi
tion of women and children involved in divorce
and separation. The Bureau's first survey
specifically designed to obtain data on child
support and alimony was conducted in the
spring of 1979, under the joint sponsorship of
the Department of Health and Human Services
and the Department of Commerce. The results
of this survey were presented in Current Popu
lation Reports, Series P-23, No. 112, Child
Support and Alimony: 1978. The survey, "With
minor modifications, was conducted again in
the spring of 1982 by the Department of
Commerce, sponsored in part by the Office of
Child Support Enforcement, Department of
Health and Human Services. Initial findings
from the 1982 survey are presented in this
report.

AWARD AND RECEIPT OF CHILD
SUPPORT PAYMENTS

o As of spring 1982, 8.4 million women were
living with a child under 21 years of age
whose father was not living in the house
hold; 59 percent or about 5 million of
these women were awarded child support
paymentS.

o 0f the 4 million women due child support
payments in 1981, 47 percent received the
full amount due. Of the remaining women,
there was no evidence of a difference
between the proportion receiving partial
payment and those who received no payment
at all.

1For a comparison of the 1982 and 1979
surveys, see "Changes in the Survey."
For a discussion of survey design
and processing procedures, see "Brief
Description of the Survey."

0 For all women, the child support award and
recipiency rates reported were not signi
ficantly different from those of the 1979
survey. (The award and recipiency rates
from the 1979 survey were 59 and 72 per
cents, respectively; see table A.)

o The mean amount of child support received
by women £d from $1,800 in 1978 to$2,110 in 1981. & After adjusting for in
flation during this period, child support
payments decreased by about 16 percent in
real terms. However, child support pay
ments as a percentage of average male
income ($13,110 in 1978 and $16,520 in
1981) was at about the same level (13 per
cent) in both years, since the real income'' declined during this period asWe l l e

o 0f the 2.6 million women below the poverty
level with children present from an absent
father, about 40 percent were awarded
child support.

O Among the poor, 810,000 women were due
payments in 1981, but only about 60 per
cent received some amount of payment.

o The mean child support payment received in

# by women below the poverty level was
1,440.

THE DEFICIT IN CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS

o For the 4 million women due child support
payments in 1981, the mean amount of child

*Mean income figures in the text are
rounded to the nearest $10.

3Mean child support payments were compared
with mean income of all males as a proxy,
Since the income of the absent father was
not available from the survey. Income
figures for males can be found in table
12 of Current Population Reports, Series
P-60, No. 134.



Table A. Awarded and Reciplency Status of Women—Child Support and Alimony Payments in 1981 and 1978

(Women as of spring 1982 and 1979. Child support payments for women with own children under 21 years of age

present from an absent father; alimony payments for ever-divorced women)

  

 

Child support payments Alimony payments

Year, award and recipiency status of women Number percent Number percent

(thousands) distribution (thousands) distribution

1981

Total.................................... 8,387 100.0 16,996 100.0

Awarded‘....................................... 4,969 59.2 2,534 14.9

Supposed to receive payments in 1981......... 4,043 48.2 782 4.6

Not supposed to receive payments in 1981..... 926 11.0 1,752 10.3

not awarded‘................................... 3,417 40.7 14,462 85.1

Supposed to receive payments in 1981....... 4,043 100.0 732 100.0

Actually received payments..................... 2,902 71.8 527 67.4

Received full amount......................... 1,888 46.7 340 43.5

Received partial amount...................... 1,014 25.1 187 23.9

Did not receive payments....................... 1,140 28.2 255 32.6

1978

Total...........-........................ 7,094 100.0 14,334 100.0

Awarded‘....................................... 4,196 59.1 2,052 14.3

Supposed to receive payments in 1978......... 3,424 48.3 760 5.3

Not supposed to receive payments in 1978..... 772 10.9 1,292 9.0

Not awarded1................................... 2.898 40.9 12,282 85.7

Supposed to receive payments in 1978....... 3,424 100.0 760 100.0

Actually received payments..................... 2,452 71.6 528 69.5

Received full amount......................... 1,675 48.9 312 41.1

Received partial amount,.....,............... 777 22.7 216 28.4

Did not receive payments....................... 971 28.4 232 30.5

lAward status as of spring 1982 and 1979.

support including those who received 0 0f the 780,000 women due alimony payments

nothing was $1,510. If the full amount of in 1981, 43 percent received full payment;

payment due had been made. the mean amount there was no evidence of a difference

would have been $2,460. between the proportion receiving partial

payments and those who received no payment

0 For women with court-ordered payments, the at all.

mean payment due was $2,050, but the mean

amount received was only $1,120; therefore, 0 The mean amount of alimony received by

women with court orders received only 55 women in 1981 was $3,000. After adjusting

percent of the amount they were due. In

contrast, women with voluntary written

agreements received 78 percent of the

amount they were due, and their mean child

support payments due ($2,870) and received

($2,240) were higher.

The aggregate amount of child support pay

ments due in 1981 was $9.9 billion, but

actual payments received amounted to only

about $6.1 billion.

AWARD AND RECEIPT OF ALIMONY PAYMENTS

0 Of the 17 million ever-divorced or current

ly separated women as of spring 1982, 15

percent were awarded alimony payments.

for inflation, this reflected a decrease of

about 25 percent from the 1978 level. Ali

mony payments as a percentage of average

male income showed no statistically signif

icant change between the two years.

AWARD‘ OF PROPERTY SETTLEMENTS

0 About 42 percent of the 14.2 million ever

divorced women were awarded a property

settlement as of spring 1982.

——

4Mean alimony payments were compared with

the mean income of all males as a proxy,

since the income of ex-husbands was not

available from the survey.



0 0f women awarded a property settlement,

about 20 percent also received some form

of support payment in 1981. About 16 per

cent of ever-divorced women without a set

tlement received support payments in 1981.

0 Slightly over 20 percent of women with a

settlement received a "one-time" cash pay

ment as at least part of the settlement.

0 The likelihood of receiving a property set

tlement varied by age. women over 30 years

of age were more likely to receive an

award than younger women.

0 The average total income of women with

property settlements ($10,280) was slight

ly higher than those without settlements

($9,180).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY

The data on child support and alimony

were collected in a special supplement to the

April 1982 Current Population Survey (CPS).

All women 18 years of age and older were

within the universe for the supplemental

questions. Marital status, divorce history,

and the presence of own children under 21

years old determined whether or not a woman

was eligible to be asked certain series of

questions on child support, alimony, and

property settlements.

A data file was created containing all

of the supplemental data from the April 1982

CPS as well as the income information from

the supplement to the March 1982 CPS. This

enabled the data gathered in each survey to

be jointly tabulated. The file was created

by matching the persons on the March 1982 CPS

Supplement file with the persons on the April

1982 CPS Basic file, using only those seg

ments from each (approximately three-fourths

of the sample) that were interviewed in both

months. The match rate for the relevant un

weighted universe for April supplement data

was approximately 95 percent. March was

chosen as the base month from which demogra

phic characteristics were taken. Each time

that a match occurred for which there were

Tabla B, Child Support Payments Awarded and ROOdVOd In 1981—Women With Children PM."

 

 

by Selected Characteristics -

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from an absent father as of spring 1982)

Supposed to receive child support in 1981

Percent Actually received child support

Characteristics of women awarded in 1981

child

Total support Total lean child Mean total

(thousands) payments‘ (thousands) Percent support money income

1mm ................... .. 8,387 59.2 4,043 71.8 $2,106 $11,747

CURRENT MARITAL STATUS

Married: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,201 77.8 1,298 66.7 1,909 9,081

Divorced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,861 80.5 2,033 73.8 2,220 14,230

Separated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 1,552 42.8 518 79.9 2,374 9,893

Widowed’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 (B) 16 (B) (B) (a)

Never-married . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.708 14-3 173 62-9 1.015 5.555

RACE AND SPANISH ORIGIN

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5,977 69.2 3,443 72.5 2,180 12,198

Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,283 33.8 546 67.0 1,640 8,849

Spanish origin‘ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 628 43.9 232 65.9 2,068 8,887

YEARS OF SCHOOL CWPLETED

less than 12 years . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,386 42.9 762 58.9 1,677 6,869

High school: 4 years . . . . . . . . . .. 3.971 63.2 2,048 71.7 1,909 10,819

College: 1 to 3 years . . . . .. 1,385 67.9 802 77.6 2,309 13,255

4 years or more... 644 76.6 431 84.0 3,089 18,973

  

 

 

 

8 Base less than 75,000.

lAward status as of spring 1982.

zRemarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.

aWidowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.

‘Persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.



Table C. Comparison of Mean Child Support and Alimony Income Received by Women in 1981 and 1978.

by Selected Characteristics

 

  

Mean child support Percent Mean alimony

change, Percent

Characteristics of women 1978 child 1978 change,

support alimony

1981 Current in 1981 1981 Current in 1981

1981 dollars dollars dollars 1981 dollars dollars dollars

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $2,106 $2,510 $1,799 **—16.1 $3.000 $3.977 $2,851 $24.6

CURRENT MARITAL STATUS

Married1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,909 2,235 1,602 *-14.6 (B) (B) (B) (X)

Divorced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,220 2,722 1,951 **—18.4 3,006 4,411 3,162 **-31.9

Separated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,374 2,659 1,906 -10.7 3,291 3,246 2,327 1.4

Widowedz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (a) (s) (a) (x) (B) (a) (a) (x)

Never-married . . . . . . . ... . . . . .. 1,015 1,362 976 *-25.5 (X) (X) (X) (X)

RACE AND SPANISH ORIGIN

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,180 2,596 1,861 **-16.0 3,040 4,242 3,041 **-28.3

Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,640 1,805 1,294 —9.1 (B) (B) (B) (X)

Spanish origin3 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,068 1,839 1,318 12.5 (B) (B) (B) (X)

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years . . . . . . . . . .. 1,677 2,097 1,503 **—20.0 1,744 2,472 1,772 *-29.4

High school: 4 years . . . . . . .. 1,909 2,321 1,664 **—17.8 2,383 3,172 2,274 *—24.9

College: 1 to 3 years... 2,309 2,914 2,089 **—20.8 4,171 6,238 4,472 *—33.1

4 years or more 3,089 3,591 2,574 -14.0 4,444 4,867 3,489 —8.7

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

B Base less than 75,000.

X Not applicable.

* Significant between the 90— and 95-percent confidence levels.

**Significant at the 95—percent confidence level.

1Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.

zWidowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.

3Persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

April supplement data, this information was

added to each person's record. The un

matched April records were discarded. If a

supplement had unfilled items, an attempt was

made to produce a response using a consisten

cy edit of reported information; if this was

not possible, the items were imputed from

fully reported cases.

As noted earlier, partial funding for

collection of the Supplemental data was pro

vided by the Office of Child Support Enforce

ment (OCSE). 0f prime interest to OCSE was

the "cost avoidance“ effectiveness of its

programs in assisting women experiencing dif

ficulty in establishing or collecting child

support payments. Among the service provi

sions offered by OCSE are help in locating

the father, establishing paternity, estab

lishing support obligation, enforcing support

orders, and obtaining collection. Data pre

senting findings associated with the user

rate of OCSE'S services, the type of such

services used, and the dollar amount of child

support paid to women as a result of OCSE's

help are available

Office of Child Support Enforcement, Depart

ment of Health and Human Services.

upon

CHANGESINTHESURVEY

and additions

forthcoming final

with the 1979 survey.

request from the

In response to user needs and in an at

tempt to improve reporting and the usability

of the data, certain deletions, modifications,

were made to the survey. A

include a fac

simile of the spring 1982 survey questionnaire

that will enable readers to make comparisons

Outlined below are the

report will

major areas of change.

The two major items deleted from the sup

plement were questions designed to obtain

minimal information from the respondent about

the current status of the absent father. The

first question concerned the father's respon

sibility for support of other children. Many

of the women responding to this question indi

cated that they "did not know“ whether the ex

husband was responsible for other children.

4



The second question concerned the current in

come of the ex-husband. Women were asked to

indicate their ex-husband's income according

to five broad intervals. The response rate

on this item was so low that the data could

not be published.

Also excluded from the supplement was a

question on the estimated value of property

settlements awarded to women. In many cases,

women had difficulty estimating the total

value of the settlement. This problem was

compounded by the fact that awards were made

at different points in time and could not be

compared without adjusting each value for

inflation. Because of this problem, previous

tabulations by value of property settlement

were limited to a restricted universe of women

who had been divorced less than 5 years.

The major modification of the question

naire dealt with another item on property

settlements. The four categories on the type

of settlement ("house,“ "cash," “other prop

erty," and "something other") were condensed

to two categories ("a one-time cash settle

ment" and "something other"). The response

of "no settlement reached" was retained.

The major additions to the survey were

questions requested by OCSE. Added items

cover the following areas of women's interac

tion with the child support enforcement

agency: (1) had contact been made with the

agency for help; (2) was help received;

(3) what type of help was received; (4) what

was the dollar amount, if any, of child sup

port payments received as a result of OCSE's

efforts; (5) what was the woman's AFDC recipi

ency status; and (6) for AFDC recipients, were

AFDC payments made the full year.

Additional questions collected informa

tion on the labor force status of women at

the time of divorce or separation and whether

they were employed full or part time. Tabu

lations including the labor force data col

lected in the April 1982 survey will appear

in an upcoming detailed report in the P-23

series of the Current Population Reports.

OTHER DATA ON CHILD SUPPORT AND ALIMONY

Prior to April 1979, survey data avail

able on the receipt of child support and ali

mony payments were obtained as a byproduct

from the Survey of Income and Education (SIE)

conducted by the Bureau of the Census in the

spring of 1976. In the SIE, information was

collected on the amount of child support

received from all sources. In the April 1979

and 1982 CPS, information was collected on

only those payments from the most recent

divorce or separation, to achieve consistency

with other information collected on circum

stances surrounding the divorce or separa

tion. Because of the differences in survey

design and scope, the data from the SIE and

CPS are not strictly comparable. The infor

mation on child support and alimony collected

from the SIE may be found in Current Popula

tion Reports, Series P-23, No. 84, Divorce

Child Custody, and Child Support. For further

discussion of the comparison of the two sur

veys, see Current Poulation Reports, Series

P-23, No. 112, Child Support and Alimony:

1978.

The reader should also be aware of the

existence of administrative and survey data

available from the Social Security Adminis

tration concerning women who may have

received child support payments as part of

their income from Aid to Families with De

pendent Children (AFDC). Hith the enactment

of the Child Support Enforcement Amendments

of 1973 to the Social Security Act, provision

was made for AFDC child support payments con~

tributed by the father to be paid directly to

the welfare agency and not to the parent with

whom the child lives. Thus, it is theoreti

cally possible that if a woman received AFDC

income in which the child support payment

were included, and if she had no knowledge of

the inclusion, the CPS data may show her as

receiving no child support payment. For fur

ther discussion of Child Support Enforcement

with relation to AFDC families, see Aid to

Families with Dependent Children--1979 Recip

pients Characteristics Study published by the

Office of Research and Statistics, Social

Security Administration.
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Table 1. Child Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded—Women With Own Chlldren Present. by Selected Characteristics.

lor All Women and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1981

(WOMEN WITH M CHILDREN PRESENY UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE FROM AN ABSiINT IATHCR AS OF SPRING 1982. roe ntAuluo or svneots, stt 1tx1)  

CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS——

:

102220 10 0a AIAROEO NOT 1111111020

10920120 10 RECEIVE PAYMENTS 1N 1901

nectxveo rAvneurs 010 NOT RECEIVE PAYMENTS

12120120 CHARACTERISTICS

NEAN 10141 NeAN 1nconc raon NtAN 10111 neAN 10141

nontv 19004: CHILD surroar noutv 1NCORE noniv tucoet

srANo- srANo- srANo- 114N0

10111 10111‘ 10111 Nunaaa VALUE ARD VALUE 110 RUROER VALUE ARD Nunecn VALUE ARD

£4402 £1204 canon canon

lTHDUS.l (THOUS.) (THOUS.l (THOUS.) 1001.1 (091.1 1001.1 1001.1 lTHOU$.i 1001.) 1001.) 11N901.1 1001.1 1001.)

ALL women

10141. . . . . . . . . . a 101 4 909 4 041 2 902 11 141 212 2 104 40 1 140 e 021 110 1 411 o 111 190

STANDARD ERROR . . . . 187 147 130 ll" (X) (R) (X) (X) 72 (ll (A) 123 (I) (ll

cunasur MARITAL srArus

or IOHAN

4411120’. . . . . . . . . . . 2 201 1 112 1 290 000 9 001 109 1 909 110 412 1 011 100 409 o 411 401

OIVORCEO. . . . . . . . . . . 2 001 2 104 2 011 1 101 14 210 111 2 220 10 111 9 191 412 111 a 491 401

122121120 . . . . . . . . . . 1 s12 see 119 414 9 e91 119 2 114 110 101 s 411 021 401 o 122 110

1100420’. . . . . . . . . . . 44 44 14 9 (a) (a) (a) (a) 1 (01 (a) 20 101 101

Niven-4124120 . . . . . . . . 1 100 244 110 112 s 111 040 1 011 124 00 191 (I) 1 404 4 911 112

RACE AND SPANISH 0R101N

or IOHAN

IHITE . . . . . . . . . . . . s 911 4 110 1 441 2 49s 12 190 200 2 100 11 94a 0 109 110 1 041 o 912 234

BLACK . . . , . . . . . . 2 201 112 144 100 0 e49 141 1 040 114 100 1 s02 121 1 111 s 514 211

SPANXSH'ORIGIN . . . . . . . 020 210 212 111 a 001 1 11s 2 009 410 19 e 000 1 400 112 4 941 191

AGE OF IORAN

1a to 29 YEARS. . . . . . . . 1 051 1 401 1 100 121 a 014 121 1 441 11 441 0 104 401 1 011 4 014 111

10 TO 19 YEARS. . . . . . . . 1 200 2 292 1 941 1 402 12 494 111 2 211 101 402 a 042 499 990 1 109 111

40 YEARS AND oven . . . . . . 2 040 1 211 911 691 11 909 041 2 404 111 210 11 001 001 109 1 144 111

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINHENT

0F IOHAN

LESS THAN 12 15445. . . . . . 2 104 1 024 102 449 a 009 191 1 e11 110 111 s 900 412 1 142 4 229 145

HIGH SCHOOL: 4 YEARS. . . . . 1 911 2 111 2 04a 1 409 10 019 202 1 909 04 s19 1 019 420 1 400 o 099 214

00112021 1 T0 1 YEARS . . 1 101 941 002 022 11 ass 120 2 109 204 119 10 290 011 444 1 910 401

4 YEARS on MORE. 044 491 411 102 1a 911 1 011 1 009 21a 49 (e) (a) 111 12 512 1 240

Nuneta 0F OIN CHILDREN

1 CHILD . . . . . . . . . . . 4 114 2 111 1 000 1 219 11 111 100 1 024 10 402 a 121 440 1 191 4 221 221

2 CHILDREN. . . . . . . . . . 2 112 1 011 1 149 1 119 11 911 401 2 292 as 191 1 020 101 901 s 941 204

1 CHILDREN. . . . . . . . . . e92 112 410 121 11 001 111 2 191 211 91 1 111 1 020 100 s 100 409

4 CHILDREN on None. . . . . . 149 210 211 110 12 000 1 291 1 140 101 so (I) (a) 210 a 949 120

IOREN IlTH 1ncones efifou

N

10141. . . . . . . . . . 2 sea 1 010 000 49s 4 209 1s9 1 440 190 111 1 011 440 1 141 1 111 100

STANDARD zaaoa . . . . 102 101 92 12 (x) (x) (x) (2) s1 11) (x) 121 (:1 111

cuaasur MARITAL STATUS

or IOHAN

4122120‘. . . . . . . . . . . 101 110 01 40 (B) 191 (a) (a) 41 191 to) 11 (91 re)

OIVORCEO. . . . . . . . . . . 094 490 404 241 4 142 414 1 440 212 104 4 259 111 190 1 941 421

522424120 . . . . . . . . . . 104 210 211 144 4 111 011 1 140 429 11 191 (a) 901 1 e91 111

1100920 . . . . . . . . . . . 11 0 a - (e) (B) (a) (a) 4 101 (a) 1 101 (e)

NEVER-MARRIED . . . . . . . . e91 121 92 05 (B) (B) (a) (l) 27 18) (B) 101 J 200 297

RACE AND SPANISH ORIGIN

or 110mm

untre . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 111 095 s11 144 4 201 401 1 499 220 211 1 e11 105 400 1 449 291

BLACK . . . . x . . . . . . . 1 101 111 211 144 4 291 111 1 120 101 11 (I) (a) ass 1 121 241

SPANISH ORIGIN . . . . . . . 204 90 11 44 (a) (a) (e) 1e) 11 (I) 101 194 4 101 024

102 or IOHAN

1e 10 29 YEARS. . . . . . . . 1 291 441 102 211 4 114 415 1 240 240 14s 1 450 411 012 1 951 221

10 TO 19 12445. . . . . . . . e11 404 111 200 4 241 001 1 111 111 111 4 011 040 414 1 922 111

40 YEARS AND oven . . . . . . 411 111 111 19 4 021 901 1 199 411 15 (I) (a) 202 1 494 419

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINRERT

or IOHAN

LESS THAN 12 12141. . . . . . 1 240 412 119 111 1 122 120 1 149 210 14s 1 011 e19 014 1 221 200

area SCHOOL: 4 YEARS. . . . . 991 440 104 21a 4 104 122 1 122 211 120 1 120 101 140 1 101 291

COLLEGE! 1 10 1 YEARS . . 212 111 90 so (a) 101 19) (e) 14 191 (a) 119 1 949 402

4 YEARS OR MORE. 71 44 35 29 (B) (B) (0) (Bi 6 (B) (0) 26 ll) (8)

404021 or OIR CHILDREN

1 CHILD . . . . . . . . . . . 1 000 1so 200 104 4 000 101 1 001 190 122 1 100 440 044 2 900 200

2 CHILDREN. . . . . . . . . . e91 401 119 210 1 121 111 1 44a 110 120 1 100 014 400 1 219 241

1 CHILDREN. . . . . . . . . . 101 114 101 11 s 091 1 021 1 e10 021 12 (01 101 211 1 e11 124

4 CHILDREN 0a None. . . . . . 201 100 11 4a (a) (a) 101 (a) 12 101 (a) 102 4 ass 491

‘INCLUDES A SMALL NuNaEN or IOREN IHO use: NOT sueroszo 10 RECEIVE PAYMENTS IN 1901. 'RenAaateo IOREN IHOSE PREVIOUS NARRtAoc enoeo 1N DIVORCE.
aIIDDIED IOHEN IHOSE PREVIOUS MARRIAGE ENDED IN DIVORCE,

‘reason: OF SPANISH ORIGIN HAY ea or ANv RACE.



Table 2. Reclpiency of Child Support Income in 1981—Women With Children Present. by Type of Arrangement

(nuances 1w THOUSANDS. woncw WITH own CHILDREN PRESENT unocn 21 YEARS or A0: reon AN Aescwr rarwce AS or SPRING 19oz. roe MEANING or svMeoLs,

scc TEXT)

 

 

 

SUPPOSED TO RECEIVE CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS IN 1901

AMOUNT OF PAYMENT DUE IN 1901

TYPE OF ARRANGEMENT

‘I ‘500 ‘1:000 ‘1:500 ‘2:000 ‘3:000 ‘5:000 ‘7:000

STANDARD T0 T0 T0 T0 T0 T0 T0 AND

NUMDER ERROR ‘999 ‘999 ‘1:999 "1:999 ‘2:999 ‘9:999 ‘6:999 OVER

TOTAL‘

PERCENT OF PAYMENTS RECEIVED IN I901I

0

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 093 I39 199 550 901 653 727 710 I71 123

0.0 . . . . . e . . . . . . . . . . . . I 190 72 00 225 320 I99 I72 II6 2O 19

001 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e - ‘ 6

25.0 TO 99.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196 30 I 15 69 31 2O 56 7 2

50.0 T9 79.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33S 39 7 99 36 99 69 90 I9 17

75.0 TO 99.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 313 30 9 91 69 61 63 51 6 15

100.0 AND OVER. . . . . . . . . . . . . I 000 93 102 205 373 209 370 360 115 69

MEAN INCOME FROM CHILD SUPPORT.00LLARS. I 512 (XI 170 302 659 I 020 I 592 2 990 9 999 7 971

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 53 (XI 29 20 31 53 62 92 260 963

MEAN TOTAL MONEY INCOME . . . .DOLLARS. 10 690 (XI 7 699 0 266 0 969 10 722 II 050 I2 970 I9 013 19 362

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .OOLLARS. 20‘ (XI 700 903 353 965 955 552 900 I 903

NUMBER BELOI POVERTY LEVEL. . . . . . e 006 (XI 02 175 I05 I21 113 95 22 I9

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . . . e . e 92 (XI 29 93 99 36 35 32 (0) (0)

IF FULL AMOUNT OF PAYMENTS IERE

RECEIVED IN 19011

MEAN INCOME FROM CHILD SUPPORT.DOLLARS. 2 957 (XI 299 730 I 202 I 710 2 399 3 710 5 693 I5 507

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 103 (XI 15 9 6 0 I3 35 57 2 505

MEAN TOTAL MONEY INCOME . . . .OOLLARS. II 659 (XI 7 735 0 693 9 529 II 930 II 070 I9 213 15 203 27 929

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 222 (XI 712 901 352 957 995 530 912 2 060

NUMBER BELOI POVERTY LEVEL. . . . . . . 697 (XI 02 I69 I67 103 90 69 19 9

STANDARD ERROR. . . , . . . . , . . . A‘ (X) 29 92 92 33 32 (SI (01 (a)

COURT-ORDERED PAYMENTS

PERCENT OF PAYMENTS RECEIVED IN 1901:

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 502 106 100 939 607 917 952 301 00 31

0.0.................. 3

001 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e - 6 I‘

25.0 “909. e e e e e e e e e e e e e A , '

50.0 TO 79.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259 39 9 93 27 95 55 57 15 0

7500 99.9. 6 e e e e e 6 0 e 0 0 I e 5 , 5

100.0 AND OVER. . . . . . . . . . . . . 903 65 36 130 I95 190 I97 I99 36 II

MEAN INCOME FROM CHILD SUPPORT.OOLLARS. I 119 (XI 153 329 539 069 I 927 2 030 3 971 (0)

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 61 (XI 39 27 30 61 01 I23 911 (BI

MEAN TOTAL MONEY INCOME . . . .DOLLARS. 9 776 (XI 7 990 7 630 0 075 10 369 10 313 I2 059 9 910 (0)

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 297 (XI I 039 519 933 503 503 735 990 (BI

NUMBER BELOI POVERTY LEVEL. . . . . . . 550 (XI 37 151 I30 77 70 59 I6 9

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . . . . . . 76 (XI (0I 9O 37 20 29 (01 (OI (BI

IF FULL AMOUNT OF PAYMENTS IERE

RECEIVED IN 1901:

MEAN INCOME FROM CHILD SUPPORT.DOLLARS. 2 052 (XI 257 739 I 199 I 719 2 900 3 619 5 552 (BI

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 71 (XI 22 IO 7 II 17 99 76 (0)

MEAN TOTAL MONEY INCOME . . . .DOLLARS. 10 721 (XI 0 139 0 090 9 553 II 220 II 302 I3 657 II 991 (OI

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 290 (XI I 050 510 932 579 572 700 935 (BI

NUMBER BELOI POVERTY LEVEL. . . . . . . 970 (XI 37 195 119 65 67 37 I3 I

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . . . . . . 71 (XI (SI 39 35 (‘I (SI (01 (SI (0)

VOLUNTARY IRITTEN AGREEMENT

PERCENT OF PAYMENTS RECEIVED IN 1901'

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 362 79 76 109 267 215 293 292 03 01

0.0.................. N 5

O-IT029.9.............. - ‘ N 0 I 1

250° ‘99.9. e e e e e e e e e e e e e - “ 0 2 z

50.0 To 79.9. e . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 (01 2 5 IO 9 12 26 9 7

75.0 T0 99.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121 29 9 11 26 I6 29 29 2 10

100.0 AND OVER. . . . . . . . . . . . . 099 65 59 53 166 I37 150 206 72 59

MEAN INCOME FROM CHILD SUPPORT.DOLLARS. 2 237 (XI 226 506 991 1 202 I 069 3 I90 5 322 7 562

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 96 (XI 29 91 99 90 99 110 201 629

MEAN TOTAL MONEY INCOME . . . .DOLLARS. 12 902 (XI 0 I69 10 753 9 599 II 509 12 090 I9 250 10 110 19 022

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 300 (XI I 156 I 320 696 016 792 902 I 991 2 292

NUMBER BELOI POVERTY LEVEL. . . . . . . 212 (XI 35 17 92 30 30 20 6 IO

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . e . e . . . . 97 (XI I0) (‘I (DI (‘I (II (DI (01 (BI

IF FULL AMOUNT OF PAYMENTS IERE

RECEIVED IN 19011

MEAN INCOME FROM CHILD SUPPORT,DOLLARS. 2 073 (XI 296 759 I 220 I 607 2 377 3 017 5 797 II 723

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. I60 (XI 25 I9 12 19 23 59 79 2 079

MEAN TOTAL MONEY INCOME . . . .DOLLARS. I3 I93 (XI 0 109 11 017 9 090 11 970 12 029 19 090 I0 506 29 022

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 902 (XI 1 155 I 303 693 709 729 919 I 926 2 025

NUMBER BELOI POVERTY LEVEL. . . . . . . 100 (XI 35 19 92 31 29 I9 I 0

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . . . . . . to it) (I) (l) (a: (I) (I) (I) (I) (8)

lINCLUDES A SMALL NUMOER OF IONEN IMO RECEIVED PAYMENTS DY ‘SOME OTHER METMOO:' NOT SMOIN SEPARATELY.
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Table 3. Alimony or Maintenance Payments Agreed to or Awarded—Ever-Divorced 0r Currently Separated Women.

by Selected Characteristics, for All Women and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1981

(WOMEN As or sPR1~o 1902. FOR MEANING or svMaoLs, SEE TExT)
 

SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS

 

 

ALIMONY OR MAINTENANCE PAYMENTS-

 

AGREED TO OR AIARDED NOT AIARDED

 

 

SUPPOSED TO RECEIVE PAYMENTS IN 1981

RECEIVED PAYMENTS OID'NOT RECEIVE PAYMENTS

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEAN ToTAL MEAN iwconE FROM REAN ToTAL MEAN TOTAL

wowEv TwconE ALIMONY on nAiw. HONEY INCOME HONEY iwconz

STANO- STANO— STAND— STAND

TOTAL T0TAL‘ T01AL auweER vALuE AR0 vALuE ARO wunaER vALuE AR0 wunaER vALuE ARD

ERROR ERR0R ERROR EaRoa

lTHOUS.) (THOUS.l iiwous.1 rrnous.1 (00L.l lOOL.) (DOL.) (DOL.) (THOUS-l lDOL.) iOOL.i (THOU5.) 100L.1 lDOL.)

ALL IOHEN

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . 16 996 2 559 102 521 15 510 691 5 000 555 255 9 950 159 19 962 0 010 102

STANDARD ERRQR. . . . . 298 101 60 00 (Xi 1x1 (11 1x1 59 1x1 111 259 1x1 1x1

CURRENT MARITAL STATUS

OF IOMAN

MARRIED‘. . . . . . . . . . . 6 955 925 00 59 101 (51 101 (01 96 101 101 5 550 1 015 151

91009E0’. . . . . . . . . . . 1 001 156 9 1 101 101 101 101 2 101 101 051 1 559 521

oIv0RcE0. . . . . . . . . . . 6 199 1 112 552 592 19 605 016 5 006 515 160 10 592 915 5 510 10 005 171

SEPARATED . . . . . . . . . . 2 101 205 191 100 9 162 1 919 5 291 1 290 91 101 101 2 509 1 911 252

RAcE AND SPANISH ORIGIN

OF wonAw

RHITE . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 219 2 512 119 900 15 119 190 5 090 551 251 10 250 010 11 965 0 909 116

BLACK . . . . x . . . . . . . 2 910 206 55 59 (8) (01 101 (B) 22 (81 101 2 265 1 109 216

SPANISH ORIGIN . . . . . . . 969 102 95 20 101 (01 (01 (a1 11 (81 101 062 6 912 551

AGE OF IOMAN

10 To 29 YEARS. . . . . . . . 5 090 269 109 56 101 (01 (B) 101 55 101 101 2 020 1 255 190

50 To 59 YEARS. . . . . . . . 5 050 650 299 202 15 091 919 2 955 250 91 11 195 1 092 9 900 9 996 192

90 YEARS AND 095R . . . . . . 0 090 1 619 519 269 19 569 1 099 5 651 615 105 10 565 1 596 1 259 0 299 19a

EDUC AT XONAL ATTA INMENT

OF WOMAN

LEss THAN 12 vEARs. . . . . . 5 160 619 190 91 6 591 605 1 199 205 52 181 101 9 591 5 011 115

HIGH SCHOOL: 9 YEARS. . . . . 1 561 1 152 599 221 12 010 1 010 z 505 255 111 9 509 922 6 255 0 191 156

coLLEeEz 1 To 5 YEARS . . 2 191 915 119 119 19 211 1 151 9 111 1 091 56 101 (01 2 516 11 090 265

9 YEARS 0R MORE. 1 651 501 115 05 21 529 2 125 9 999 1 165 50 (01 (a) 1 550 15 016 911

PRESENCE OF 099 CHILDREN

a0 CHILDREN PRESENT . . . . . 10 511 1 626 519 220 12 525 1 155 5 009 505 99 9 556 1 115 0 691 0 550 1.5

1 OR MORE CHILDREN PRESENT. . 6 619 900 965 501 19 155 010 2 951 569 156 10 101 1 009 5 111 9 051 159

VEAR OF 01v0RcE 0R SEPARATION

1915 AND LATER. . . . . . . . 0 510 1 059 551 910 15 505 000 5 111 911 191 9 501 915 1 512 9 501 196

1910 T0 1919. . . . . . . . . 2 960 991 126 69 (01 (01 <01 (01 62 (01 (a) 2 521 0 169 269

1960 TO 1969. . . . . . . . . 2 025 592 06 95 181 (01 101 (01 95 (81 101 2 209 1 090 390

BEFORE 1960 . . . . . . . . . 2 052 995 19 10 (01 101 101 (B) 9 (01 (01 2 590 6 555 206

IORK EXPERIENCE IN 1901

or IDMAN

IORKED. . . . . . . . . . . . 11 212 1 119 516 501 15 090 011 2 992 519 190 12 190 095 9 995 11 110 120

woRxEo AT FULL-TIRE 5005. . 0 091 1 519 992 219 11 691 915 2 601 211 161 15 059 096 1 510 12 501 195

50 T0 52 IEEKS. . . . . . 6 259 951 509 199 19 952 1 129 2 552 299 105 15 911 1 150 5 200 19 500 160

woaxso AT PART-TIME 500$. . 2 515 900 155 112 11 612 1 255 5 150 1 091 22 <01 <01 1 915 5 959 196

010 NOT roar. . . . . . . . . 5 109 015 206 191 6 909 055 5 029 109 65 (01 (01 9 969 5 109 101

ROMEN IITH INCOHES BELOI

L 441221

ToTAL. . . . . . . . . . 5 590 501 196 01 5 950 615 1 250 510 65 (01 (01 5 161 5 155 129

STANDARD canon. . . . . 109 65 59 29 (X) (A) ix) (Xi 26 1x1 (X) 119 (x; (X)

CURRENT nARITAL STATUS

or IOHAN

RAaaiEo’. . . . . . . . . . . 919 95 - - 101 (01 101 101 - (B) 101 959 1 605 500

alooaEo’. . . . . . . . . . . 250 52 1 1 (01 (01 (01 101 - 101 101 226 5 120 250

OIVORCEO. . . . . . . . . . . 1 555 202 99 50 101 (01 (01 101 50 <81 (01 1 552 5 951 105

SEPARATED . . . . . . . . . . 1 216 102 91 51 101 (01 101 (01 15 101 (01 1 115 5 591 212

RACE AND SPANISH ORIGIN

OF IOMAN

wHITE . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 529 550 150 15 (01 (a) (01 101 51 (01 101 2 199 5 112 159

BLACK . . . . . . . . . . . 960 99 16 9 101 101 101 101 1 101 (01 919 5 291 236

SPANISH ORIGIN . . . . . . . 529 25 10 1 101 <01 <01 (01 5 181 101 501 5 691 662

AGE OF ROMAN

10 To 29 YEARS. . . . . . . . 050 60 25 15 101 101 (01 (01 12 101 (01 190 5 265 290

50 T0 59 YEARS. . . . . . . . 1 016 109 66 92 <01 101 101 101 29 (01 (a) 901 5 692 276

90 YEARS Aao OVER . . . . . . 1 619 212 56 26 101 (01 101 101 29 181 (Bi 1 961 2 795 167

PRESENCE OF 09w CHILDREN

no CHILDREN PRESENT . . . . . 1 016 220 55 51 101 (a) 101 101 29 101 (01 1 655 2 591 155

1 00 MORE CHILDREN PRESEN . . 1 612 161 92 50 (01 (01 101 (01 92 (B) (01 1 512 5 161 190

‘INCLUDES A SMALL wuwaER 0F nowEw 9H0 IERE ~01 SUPPOSED To REcElvE RAraEwTs In 1901. 'RENARRIED aonEw 9HosE PaEvlous MARRIAGE ENDED 1N DIVORCE.

"IDOIEO IOMEN NHOSE PREVIOUS MARRIAGE ENDED 1N DIVORCE. ‘PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN MAY BE OF ANY RACE.

 



Table 4. Property Settlement Following Divoroe—Ever-Divorced Women, by Selected Characteristics

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

(NUMBERS 1N ‘IMOUSANDS. WOMEN AS 0!’ SPRING 1982. FOR MEANING OF SYMBOLS, SEE TEXT)

no SETTLEMENT REACHED PROPERTY 5277126297 REACHEO

RECElVEO-- RECEIVED-- TYPE or SETTLEMENT

52120720 CHARACTERISTICS CHILD CHILD cA5H'

CHILD SUPPORT 06110 suwronr 0761a AND

SUPPORT A11nonv AND SUPPORT ALIHONY Auo cAsn‘ 77925‘ OTHER

707A1 707A1' 0N1v ONLY ALIHONY 707A1‘ ONLY 0919 ALIHONY ONLY 0917 77965‘

70761 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 209 6 270 1 127 95 96 5 959 1 055 120 119 615 9 602 522

STANDARD ERROR. . . . . . . . 252 166 72 21 21 160 69 29 29 61 192 99

CURRENT RAR17A1 srArus 0F IOHAN

DIVORCED . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 799 5 910 669 65 91 2 659 612 109 119 971 2 190 229

RARR1£0‘ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 955 5 756 991 9 5 2 697 916 16 5 505 2 159 259

‘100.50’ 0 0 0 Q 0 e 6 e e 0 0 I O 6 1 0°? 6°‘ 2 1 ' “o, 7 . _ 39 ,2’ 35

RACE Auo SPANISH ORIGIN or IONAN

IHITE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 967 7 127 979 65 95 5 559 979 115 105 790 9 217 902

8199K. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 521 1 015 150 6 5 506 97 5 10 69 590 109

SP‘NISH ORIGIN o o o 6 e 9 0 0 0 9 0 0 I 6‘, ‘,5 67 3 n 20. ,7 ' 12 22 i6‘ 2°

AGE OF IONAN

16 70 29 72665 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 502 1 770 590 10 10 552 157 12 6 196 570 17

50 70 59 YEARS . . . . . . - . - - . . . . 9 160 2 157 969 16 50 2 095 661 91 75 259 1 696 95

90 vsARs AND 0vER. . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 727 9 565 502 66 56 5 565 217 66 59 915 2 557 915

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINHENT or IOHAN

1555 THAN 12 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 016 2 602 109 25 12 1 916 102 12 16 151 1 096 166

H16" S¢HO0L= 9 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . 6 297 5 625 595 59 50 2 679 511 57 96 905 2 056 215

0011202: 1 70 5 YEARS. . . . . . . . . 2 952 1 595 252 16 17 1 067 270 51 50 155 660 72

9 YEAR: 06 none . . . . . . . 1 965 700 115 11 17 765 152 20 25 129 569 69

PRESENCE OF OIN CHILDREN

UNDER 21 YEARS 010

BY AN ABSENT FATHER

no CHILDREN PRESENT. . . . . . . . . 9 065 5 259 1x1 79 (x) 5 629 1x1 107 1x1 596 2 669 909

1 0R RoRa CHILDREN PRESENT . . . . . . 5 127 5 011 1 127 19 96 2 116 1 055 19 119 269 1 759 115

YEAR or DIVORCE

1975 AND 1A7£R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 597 5 695 852 59 71 2 552 759 66 107 955 1 999 166

1970 79 1979 . . . . . . . - . - . . . . . 2 625 1 695 225 15 16 952 {195 17 9 195 726 62

1960 70 1969 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 599 1 519 70 16 9 1 225 57 19 - 152 977 95

BEFORE 1909- . . . . . . . - . - - . . . . 2 695 1 915 - 5 - 1 250 29 1 2 69 950 197

160065 0F 606AR

IITHOUT 19006: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 775 509 1x1 (91 (x1 266 (X) 1x1 1x1 51 202 55

IITH 19006:. . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . 15 955 7 761 1 127 95 96 5 675 1 055 120 119 769 9 900 969

‘I to ‘q’, on Loss 6 e I Q 0 6 6 0 e 6 a ‘ 072 6,6 5, _ - “36 21 £ - 5' 335 ‘3

61,000 70 611999 . . . . . . . . . . . . 699 566 75 - - 276 92 11 - 29 225 26

‘20000 To ‘309'’ I 6 e 6 0 Q 6 6 e 0 0 o 1 851 l 1.5 9, 15 2 ‘66 92 ‘ J 75 51’ 7.

Q‘oéOO TO ‘5''’. I o o 0 0 I 6 0 e e 6 0 1 69‘ ‘ 0‘, £27 17 3 6,1 79 2i I, 82 ‘a? 61

066000 79 61,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 566 619 115 5 16 559 55 5 12 76 925 55

‘86000 70 69,999 . . . . - . . . . . . . 1 257 726 112 15 2 511 69 12 5 76 992 51

910,009 T9 9111999 . . . - . . . . . . . 1 217 669 112 9 12 555 191 10 10 77 955 95

612,000 70 81!:999 . . . . . . . . . . . 1 502 626 156 15 15 676 170 22 29 111 526 57

115,000 70 629,999 . . . . . . . . . . . 2 260 1 165 297 16 55 1 075 279 26 92 159 659 61

625,000 AND 0v£R . . . . . . . . . . . . 569 206 59 10 15 295 67 6 12 91 220 55

neo1Au lNCOHE. . . . . 0911665 . . . . . 6 191 7 596 9 660 9 766 19 559 9 069 11 962 11 069 19 595 9 909 9 076 7 275

s7AuoARo enRon . . . 0011965 . . . . . 196 172 976 1 661 1 655 259 905 1 550 1 269 570 262 657

"EA" XNCOHE. . . . . . DOLLARS . . . . . 9 695 9 177 11 500 12 916 16 595 10 269 12 769 12 959 15 667 10 652 10 299 9 757

s7AuoAao ERROR . . . 0011AR5 . . . . . 106 156 925 1 562 1 667 170 901 1 965 1 576 957 191 627

‘0£7A11 DOES NQT 600 70 707A1 IccAuse 506: EVER—DIVORCED 606:6 RECEIVED NEITHER CHILD SUPPORT NOR ALIHONY: NOT SHOIN SEPARATELY.

‘A ONE-TIME CASH SETTLEMENT.

‘076:6 PROPERTY 16005:, OTHER

‘REHARRIEO IOHEN IHOSE PREVIOUS MARRIAGE ENDED IN DIVORCE.

REAL ESTATE: CARS: FURNISHINGS; ETC,).

‘6100660 IOHSN [HOSE PREVIOUS HAIRXAGE ENDED IN 01v9RcE.

‘PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN RAY OE OF Anv RAce.



Appendix A. Definitions and Explanations

Child support. Data on award of child support

payments were collected from women 18 years

or older with children under 21 years of age

whose father was not living in the household

as of spring 1982. Information on recipiency

and amount of payments was obtained from

women who reported that they were awarded or

had agreements to receive child support pay

ments in 1981. Payment amounts were limited

to only those from the last divorce or

separation.

Alimony. Data on the award of alimony or

maintenance payments were collected from women

18 years or older who were ever-divorced or

currently separated as of spring 1982. Infor

mation on recipiency status and payment

amounts was obtained fron those women who

reported that they were awarded or had agree

ments to receive alimony payments in 1981.

The data are limited to payments received

from the most recent divorce or separation.

Property settlements. Data on property set

tlements were collected from women 18 years

or older who were ever-divorced as of spring

1982. For the purposes of this survey, prop

erty settlements consist of a one-time cash

settlement or other property (i.e., house,

other real estate, car, or furniture) or a

combination of both.

Money income. Income distributions and income

summary measures (such as medians and means)

shown in this report are limited to money in

come before payment of Federal, State, local,

or Social Security (FICA) taxes and before

any other types of deductions, such as union

dues and Medicare premiums. Total money

income is the sum of the amounts received from

wages and salaries, self-employment income

(including losses), Social Security, Supple

mental Security Income, public assistance,

interest, dividends, rent, royalties, estates

or trusts, veterans‘ payments, unemployment

and workers‘ compensations, private and gov

ernment retirement and disability pensions,

alimony, child support, and any other source

of money income which was regularly received.

Capital gains (or losses) and lump sum or

one-time payments such as life insurance set

tlements are excluded.

Poverty definition. Families and unrelated

individuals are classified as being above or

below the poverty level using the poverty in

dex originated at the Social Security Admin

istration in 1964 and revised by Federal

Interagency Committees in 1969 and 1980. The

poverty index is based solely on money income

and does not reflect the fact that many low

income persons receive food stamps, Medicaid,

and public housing. The index is based on

the Department of Agriculture's 1961 Economy

Food Plan and reflects the different consump

tion requirements of families based on their

size and composition. It was determined from

the Department of Agriculture's 1955 Survey

of Food Consumption that families of three or

more persons spend approximately one-third of

their income on food; the poverty level for

these families was, therefore, set at three

times the cost of the economy food plan. For

smaller families and persons living alone,

the cost of the economy food plan was multi

plied by factors that were slightly higher in

order to compensate for the relatively larger

fixed expenses of these smaller households.

The poverty thresholds are updated every year

to reflect changes in the Consumer Price

Index (CPI). The average poverty threshold

for a family of four was $9,287 in 1981,

about 10.4 percent higher than the comparable

1980 cutoff of $8,414. For further details,

aee Cgrrent Population Reports, Series P-60,

0. 1 3.

Computation of constant dollar means. The

adjustment for price change was made by con

verting the mean income for women for the year

1978 into 1981 dollars on the basis of the

change in the Consumer Price Index. The in

dices used to make the constant dollar conver

sions are shown in table A-l.

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is an in

dex designed to measure changes in purchasing

power. while the CPI is a good measure of the

changes in prices, it is not necessarily a

10



good measure of the changes in prices faced

by consumers of different characteristics and

income levels. Furthermore, the housing com

ponent of the CPI has been criticized for con

tributing to unduly large increases in the CPI

over the past several years. These limita

tions should be noted when comparing income

figures adjusted to constant dollars using

the CPI since the same index was used for all

women and all income levels.

Symbol . A dash (-) represents zero or

rounds to zero, and the symbol "8" means that

the base is less than 75,000. An "X" means

not applicable.

Table A-1. Consumer Price Index (CPI): 1977

 

to 1981

(1977 = 100)

Year CPI Year CPI

 

1977. . . . . 100.0

1978. . . . . 107.6

1979. . . . . 119.8

1980. . . . . 136.0

1981. . . . . 150:1

 

 

Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor

Statistics
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Appendix B. Source and Reliability of Estimates

SOLHRCE(JFILATA

The estimates in this report are based on

data collected in the March and April 1982

Current Population Surveys (CPS) conducted by

the Bureau of the Census. The present CPS

sample was initially selected from the 1970

census files with coverage in all 50 States

and the District of Columbia. The sample is

continually updated to reflect new construc

tion. The current sample is located in 629

areas comprising 1,148 counties, independent

cities, and minor civil divisions in the

Nation.

In the March sample, approximately 63,000

occupied households were eligible for inter

view. Of this number about 3,000 occupied

units were visited but interviews were not ob

tained because the occupants were not found at

home after repeated calls or were unavailable

for some other reason. In addition to the

63,000 there were about 11,500 sample units

which were visited but were found to be vacant

or otherwise not to be interviewed.

About 43,500 of the households inter

viewed in March were interviewed again in

April. Women 18 years of age and older were

asked supplemental questions regarding child

support and alimony payments. 0f the 43,615

eligible women interviewed in March, 39,377

Table B-1. Sample Sizes and lmputation Rates

 

Marital Sample Imputed

status size‘ cases Rates

 

Total........ 43,615 4,238 9.7

Married or widowed. 31,473 2,385 7.6

Divorced........... 3,399 748 22.0

Separated.......... 1,319 324 24.6

Never married...... 7,424 781 10.5

 

 

were matched to women interviewed in April.1

Child support and alimony information was

imputed for the other 4,238 eligible women.

The table below gives sample sizes and impu

tation rates by marital status.

The estimation procedure used in this

survey involved the inflation of weighted

sample results to independent estimates of

the civilian noninstitutional population of

the United States by age, race, and sex.

These independent estimates are based on

statistics from decennial censuses; statis

tics on births, deaths, immigration, and

emigration; and statistics on the strength

of the Armed Forces.

RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES

Since the CPS estimates are based on a

sample, they may differ somewhat from the

figures that would have been obtained if a

complete census had been taken using the same

questionnaire, instructions and enumerators.

There are two types of errors possible in an

estimate based on a sample survey: sampling

and nonsampling. The standard errors pro

vided for this report primarily indicate the

magnitude of the sampling error. They also

partially measure the effect of some nonsam

pling errors in response and enumeration, but

do not measure any systematic biases in the

data. The full extent of the nonsampling er

ror is unknown. Consequently, particular

care should be exercised in the interpreta

tion of figures based on a relatively small

number of cases or on small differences

between estimates.

Nonsampling variability. Nonsampling errors

can be attributed to many sources, e.g., in

ability to obtain information about all cases

in the sample, definitional difficulties,

differences in the interpretation of

questions, inability or unwillingness of

 

1The main reasons the responses were

not obtained for all eligible women

interviewed in March are relocation 06

families and April nonresponse.
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tions, inability or unwillingness of respond

ents to provide correct information, inabili

ty to recall information, errors made in col

lection such as in recording or coding the

data, errors made in processing the data, er

rors made in estimating values for missing

data, and failure to represent all units with

the sample (undercoverage).

In this report, the nonsampling error

due to imputing values for missing data may

be particularly severe. This is because the

imputation rates for divorced and separated

women are over 20 percent. Imputation proce

dures are intended to reduce nonsampling er

ror due to missing data, but with such high

imputation rates the procedures lose some ef

fectiveness. Therefore, particular caution

should be used in interpreting the data in

this report.

Sampling variability. The standard errors

given in this report are primarily measures

of sampling variability, that is, of the vari

ations that occurred by chance because a

sample rather than the entire population was

surveyed. The sample estimate and its stand

ard error enable one to construct interval

estimates that include the average result of

all possible samples with a known probability.

For example, if all possible samples were

selected, each of these surveyed under identi

cal conditions using the same sample design;

and an estimate and its standard error were

calculated from each sample, then:

1. Approximately 90 percent of the intervals

from 1.6 standard errors below the esti

mate to 1.6 standard errors above the

estimate would include the average result

of all possible samples.

2. Approximately 95 percent of the intervals

from two standard errors below the esti

mate to two standard errors above the

estimate would include the average result

of all possible samples.

The average result of all possible samples may

or may not be contained in any particular com

puted interval. However, for a particular

sample one can say with specified confidence

that the average result of all possible

samples is included within the constructed

interval.

All statements of comparison in the text

have passed a hypothesis test at the 0.10

level of significance or better, and most

have passed a hypothesis test at the 0.05

level of significance or better. This means

that, for most differences cited in the text,

the estimated difference between parameters

is greater than twice the standard error of

the difference. For the other differences

mentioned, the estimated difference between

parameters is between 1.6 and 2.0 times the

standard error of the difference. When this

is the case, the statement of comparison will

be qualified in some way; e.g. by use of the

phrase "some evidence."

Note when using small estimates. Percent

distributions are shown in the report only

when the base of the percentage is greater

than 75,000. Because of the large standard

errors involved, there is little chance that

percentages would reveal useful information

when computed on a smaller base. Estimated

numbers are shown, however, even though the

relative standard errors of these numbers are

larger than those for corresponding percent

ages. These smaller estimates are provided

primarily to permit such combinations of the

categories as serve each user's needs.

 

STANDARDERRORS

Standard errors of estimates for those

characteristics of greatest interest are

given together with these estimates in tables

1 through 4. Standard errors for the other

estimates can be computed directly by the

user as outlined in the next section.

Computation of standard errors for estimated

numbers and estimated percentages. Standard

errors of estimated numbers and estimated

percentages can be computed directly with

formulae (1) and (2) below, respectively.

The formulae are:

0X =\( ax2 + bx (1)

Here x is the size of the estimate and a and

b are the parameters associated with the

characteristic.

 

 

0( ) _ p- (100-p) (2)

x.r> ‘

Here x is the size of the population subclass

which is the base of the percentage, p is the

percentage (0 < p < 100), and b is the para

meter associated with the characteristic.

Table B-2 provides the values of the a and b

parameters that are used in formulae (1) and

(2) to create standard errors of estimated

number of persons and estimated percentages.
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Table B-2. Prameters to be Used in the Computation of Standard Errors

for Estimated Number: and Percentages of Persons

  

Parameters1

Race and Spanish origin

#- T 1—-—-—

a b

1 T4 at 7: 1_

Total women:

Total Or non-Blag*eeoeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee “0000061 4667

81ack00000000000000000000000000.0000... !SpaniSh Orlgin......................... A“0000115 * 9959

Homen from income levels below poverty:

TOta].................................. ‘0000138 10,595

Black.‘0......‘OIOIOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOOOOOO hOriginOOOOOOOOOOO0.0.0.0000...’41‘ T I 1 ,Je_ 1_L _J__

 

1These parameters should not be used to calculate standard

errors for estimates which are given in dollars (e.g., mean

income).
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