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Child Support and Alimony: 1983

INTRODUCTION

This report presents information on the receipt by women

of support payments following divorce and separation. The
report includes information on both the award and actual
receipt of child support to women on behalf of their children
and on alimony for their own support. Additional data con
cerning receipt and type of property settlement following

divorce is provided for ever-divorced women.
The Bureau of the Census, under the joint sponsorship of

the Department of Health and Human Services, first con
ducted a survey specifically designed to obtain data on child
support and alimony in the spring of 1979. The survey, with
minor modifications, was conducted again in both the spring

of 1982 and 1984 by the Bureau of the Census and spon
sored, in part, by the Office of Child Support Enforcement,

Department of Health and Human Services. Data from the
1979 and 1982 surveys were presented in Current Popula

tion Reports, Series P-23, Nos. 112 and 140, respectively."
Findings from the 1984 survey are presented in this report.

"For a comparison of the 1982 and 1979 surveys, see Current Popula
tion Reports, Series P-23, No. 140, the section entitled “Changes in the
Survey."

AWARD AND RECEIPT OF CHILD SUPPORT
PAYMENTS

• As of spring 1984, 8.7 million women were living with
children under 21 years of age whose fathers were not
living in the households; 58 percent or about 5.0 million
of these women had been awarded child support payments

as of the survey date. (See table A.)

• Of the 5.0 million women awarded child support, 4.0

million women were supposed to receive child support for
their children in 1983. (The remaining mothers awarded
payments were not due them in 1983.) Of those due pay
ment, half received the full amount due. Of the remaining
women, there was no evidence of a difference between

the proportion receiving partial payment and those receiv
ing no payment at all: about 26 percent and 24 percent,
respectively.

• The child support award rate reported in 1984 (58 per

cent) was not significantly different from those for 1982
or 1979. However, the proportion of women receiving

payments in 1983 (76 percent) increased over that of the
two previous surveys (72 percent).

Table A. Award and Recipiency Status of Women—Child Support Payments in 1983, 1981, and 1978
(Numbers in thousands.
1984, 1982, or 1979)

Women with own children under 21 years of age present from an absent father as of spring

1983 1981 1978

Award and recipiency status
O. Women

Percent Percent Percent
Number | distribution Number distribution Number distribution

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,690 100.0 8,387 100 0 7,094 100.0

Awarded! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,015 57.7 4,969 59.2 4, 196 59 1
Supposed to receive payments . . . . . 3,995 46.0 4,043 48.2 3,424 48. 3
Not supposed to , receive payments. 1,020 11. 7 926 11.0 772 10. 9
Not awarded". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,675 42. 3 3,417 4.0. 7 2,898 40. 9

Supposed to receive payments. . . 3,995 100.0 4,043 100 - 0 3,424 100.0
Actually received payments. . . . . . . . . 3,037 76. O 2,902 71, 8 2,455 71, 6
Received full amount. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,018 50.5 1,888 46 ..7 1,675 48.9
Received partial amount . . . . . . . . . . 1,019 25, 5 1,014 25, 1 779 22 7

Did not receive payments. . . . . . . . . . . 958 24.0 1, 140 28.2 969 28, 4.

*Award status as of spring 1984, 1982, or 1979.



• The mean amount of child support for all women who

received some payment increased from $2,110 in 1981

to $2,340 in 1983.” After adjusting for inflation during this
period, however, child support payments showed no
significant change in real terms. Consequently, average

child support payments in 1983 remained about 15 per

cent below the level reported in 1978 in real terms. (See

table B.) Child support payments as a percentage of the
average income of men ($18,110 in 1983, $16,520 in
1981, and $13,110 in 1978) remained at about the same

level (13 percent) in all three years.”

• The proportion of women that had been awarded child sup
port payments as of 1984 was higher for Whites (67 per

cent) than for Blacks (34 percent) or those of Spanish origin

(41 percent). (The percent difference between Black

women and women of Spanish origin was not significant.)

(See table C.)

• Women with 4 or more years of college were more likely

to have been awarded support payments (71 percent) than

*Mean income figures in the text are rounded to the nearest $10.
*Mean child support payments were compared with mean income of
all males as a proxy, since the income of the absent father was not
available from the survey. Hence, for a meaningful comparison to be made,

it must be assumed that the average income of all males was also
representative of the average income of absent fathers. Income figures
for males can be found in table 12 of Current Population Reports, Series
P-60, No. 145

women with 4 years of high school (61 percent). There

was also some evidence that women with a high school
education (76 percent) were less likely to receive payments

than women with 4 or more years of college (84 percent).

Of women with children from an absent father as of spring
1984, about 33 percent (2.9 million) had incomes below

the poverty level in 1983.

About 42 percent of these women below the poverty level
with children from an absent father had been awarded child

support, compared with 58 percent for all women.

Only about 916,000 women below the poverty level were

due payments in 1983, and only 62 percent of these
women received some amount of payment.

The mean child support payment received in 1983 by

women below the poverty level was $1,430, about 60 per

cent of the average payment received by all women.

THE DEFICIT IN CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS

For the 4.0 million women due child support payments in
1983, the mean amount of child support for all women

due payments (including those who received nothing) was
$1,780. If the full amount of payment due had been made

Table B. Comparison of Mean Child Support Payments Received by Women in
1983, 1981, and 1978,

by Selected Characteristics

1983 constant dollars Current dollars

Characteristic of woman Mean child support Percent change

1983 1981 1978 1981–83 1978–83 1978–81 1981 1978

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,341 $2,307 $2,746 1.5 | *-14.7 | **-16. 1 $2,106 $1,799

CURRENT MARITAL STATUS"

Married’.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 164 2,091 2,445 3.5 - 11.5 *-14.6 1,909 1,602

Divorced. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,491 2,431 2,978 2.5 **-16.4 **-18.4 2,220 1,931
Separated. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,682 2,600 2,909 3.2 –7.8 -10. 7 2,374 1,906

Never-married. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,132 l, 112 1,490 1.8 *—24.0 *-25.5 1,015 976

RACE AND SPANISH ORIGIN

White. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,475 2,383 2,841 3.6 **-12.9 **-16.0 2, 180 1,861

Black. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,465 1,796 1,975 *–18.4 **-25.8 –9.1 1,640 1,294

Spanish origin” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,839 2,265 2,012 —18.8 –8.6 12.5 2,068 1,318

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,535 1,837 2,294 **-16.4 | **-33. 1 **—20.0 1,677 1,503

High school: 4 years. . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 159 2,091 2,540 3.2 **-15.0 **-17.8 1,909 1,664

College: l to 3 years. . . . . . . 2,332 2,529 3, 189 –7.8 **-26.9 **-20.8 2,309 2,089

4 years or more. . . . 4, 118 3,383 3,929 21.7 4.8 –l4.0 3,089 2,574

*Significant between the 90- and 95-percent confidence levels.
*Significant at the 95-percent confidence level.
*Excludes a small number of currently widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
*Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
*Persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.
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Table C. Child Support Payments Awarded and Received in 1983—Women With Children Present, by
Selected Characteristics

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from an absent father as of spring 1984)

Supposed to receive child support in 1983
Percent

A - -
Characteristic of woman *:::::

ctually received child support in 1983

Total support Total Mean child Mean total
(thousands | payments" | (thousands) Percent support money income

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,690 57.7 3,995 76. O $2,341 $13,132

CURRENT MARITAL STATUS

Married’........................... 2, 129 75.8 1,226 71.9 2, 164 ll,602
Divorced. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,204 76 - 2 2,092 76.4 2,491 14,986
Separated. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,45 l 40.9 434 87.1 2,682 11,207
Widowed”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 (B) 24 (B) (B) (B)
Never-married. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,854 17.7 219 75.8 1,132 7,257

RACE AND SPAN ISH ORIGIN

White. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6, 183 66.9 3,389 77. 1 2,475 13,534
Black. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,341 33.7 534 69. 3 1,465 10, 188
Spanish origin". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 790 40.9 252 62. 7 1,839 10,067

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,247 42.4 707 66.1 1,535 7,637
High school: 4 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,201 61.2 2,056 76.5 2, 159 12,351
College: 1 to 3 years. . . . . . . . . 1,508 64. 1 784 79.2 2,332 14, 169

4 years or more...... 734 71.3 447 84.1 4, 118 21,520

B Base less than 75,000.

*Award status as of spring 1984.
*Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
*Widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
*Persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.

to all women, the mean amount would have been $2,520.

(See table D.)

• For women with court-ordered payments, the mean pay

ment due was $2,290, but the mean amount received was
only $1,330; therefore, women with court orders received
only 58 percent of the amount they were due. In contrast,

Table D. Mean Child Support of Women
Due Payments in 1983, by Type of
Arrangement

(Women with own children present under 21 years of
age from an absent father as of spring 1984)

Mean child
support Mean childTy of enerape arrangement

Number income support
(thous.) I received" income due

All payments”. 3,995 $1,779 $2,521

Court ordered. . . . . . . 2,524 1,334 2,288
Voluntary........... 1,297 2,591 2,958

*Mean amount based on all women due payments,
whether or not payments were received.
*Includes a small number of women whose arrange

women with voluntary written agreements received 88
percent of the amount they were due, and their mean child
support payments due ($2,960) and received ($2,590)

were higher.

The aggregate amount of child support payments due in

1983 was $10.1 billion, but actual payments received

amounted to only about $7.1 billion. Thus, 71 percent of
the total amount due was paid in 1983."

AWARD AND RECEIPT OF ALIMONY PAYMENTS

Of the 17.1 million ever-divorced or currently separated

women as of spring 1984, 14 percent were awarded
alimony payments. (See table E.)

Of the 791,000 women due alimony payments in 1983,

77 percent received at least some portion of their award.

The alimony award rate in 1984 (14 percent) showed no
significant change from that reported in either 1982 or

*Aggregate child support payments due and received are derived from
table 2. The aggregate payments due refer only to the total due for the
income year 1983 based on the information reported by the women in
the survey; arrearages are not included in the aggregate figure.

ment type was "other," not shown separately.



Table E. Award and Recipiency Status of Women—Alimony Payments in 1983, 1981, and 1978

(Numbers in thousands. Ever divorced and currently separated women as of spring 1984, 1982, or 1979)

1933 1931 1978

Award and recipiency status
of women Percent Percent Percent

Number | distribution Number | distribution Number distribution

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17, 122 100.0 16,996 100.0 14,334 100.0

Awarded'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,382 13.9 2,534 14.9 2,052 14.3
Supposed to receive payments. . . . . 791 4.6 782 4.6 760 5.3

Not supposed to receive payments. 1,591 3.3 l,752 10.3 1,292 9.0
Not awarded"....................... 14,741 86.1 14,462 85.1 12,282 85.7

Supposed to receive payments... 7.91 100.0 782 100.0 760 100.0

Received payments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 608 76.9 527 67.4 528 69.5

Did not receive payments. . . . . . . . . . . 183 23.1 255 32.6 232 30.5

*Award status as of spring 1984, 1982, or 1979.

1979. However, the recipiency rate in 1983 (7.7 percent)

was up from 1981 (67 percent). (The 1979 recipiency rate

was not significantly different from that of 1983 or 1981.)

• The mean amount of alimony received by women in 1983

was $3,980, up from $3,000 in 1981. However, after ad
justing for inflation, this reflected no significant increase

Table F. Comparison of Mean Alimony Payments
Selected Characteristics

from the 1981 level. (See table F.) Alimony payments as

a percentage of average male income in 1983 (22 percent)

was not significantly different from that of previous years."

*Mean alimony payments were compared with the mean income of all
males as a proxy, since the income of ex-husbands was not available
from the survey. The above analysis assumes that the average income
of all males is representative of the average income of ex-husbands.

Received by Women in 1983, 1981, and 1978, by

1983 constant dollars Current dollars

Characteristic of woman Mean alimony Percent change

1981– 1978– 1978–

1983 1981 1978 83 83 81 1981 1978

****. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,976 $3,286 $4,352 21.0 –8.6 ++-24. 6 $3,000 $2,851

CURRENT MARITAL STATUS 1

Divorced. . . . . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4,450 3,292 4,827 +35.2 –7.8 3-4-31. 9 3,006 3,162
Separated. . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - 3,233 3,605 3,552 —10.3 –9. O 1.4 3,291 2,327

RACE AND SPANISH ORIGIN

White. . . . . . • * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4,292 3,330 4,642 28.9 –7.5 **-28. 3 3,040 3,041
Black. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (B) (B) (B) (X) (X) (X) (B) (B)
Spanish origin” . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - (B) (B) (B) (X) (X) (X) (B) (B)

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (B) 1,910 2,705 (x) (X) %–29.4 1,744 1,772
High school: 4 years............ 3,015 2,610 3,471 15.5 -13. 1 *–24. 9 2,383 2,274
College: 1 to 3 years....... 4,968 4,568 6,826 8.8 *-27.2 * –33.1 4, 171 4,472

4 years or more.... 5,096 4,867 5,326 4.7 - 4.3 –8.7 4,444 3,489

B Base less than 75,000.
X Not applicable.
*Significant between the 90- and 95-percent confidence levels.
**Significant at the 95-percent confidence level.

*Excludes currently married and widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
*Persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.



-*T
AWARD OF PROPERTY SETTLEMENTS

• Of the 14.5 million ever-divorced women as of spring
1984, about 37 percent were awarded a property settle
ment, appearing to establish a downward trend. (See table
G.)

• About 25 percent of women with a property settlement

as of spring 1984 received a “one-time” cash payment

as at least part of the settlement. (See table H.) About 21
percent received only a cash payment while about 4 per

cent received both a cash payment and other property.

• Of women awarded a property settlement, about 28 per

cent also received some form of support payment in 1983.

Of ever-divorced women without a property settlement,

about 14 percent received support payments in 1981.

Table H. Receipt and Type of Property Settlement for

Table G. Receipt of Property Settlement by Eve
Divorced Women, as Reported in 1984
1982, and 1979

(Numbers in thousands)

Receipt of property
settlement 1984 1982 197

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,491 || 14,209 12,02

No settlement reached. . . . . . . . 9, 102 8,270 6,67
Received property settlement. 5,389 5,939 5,35
Percent receiving property
settlement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37.2 4.1.8 44.

• The average total income of women with property se

tlements ($12,920) was higher than those without se
tlements ($ 10,370).

Ever-Divorced Women, by Marital Status and
Presence of Own Children From an Absent Father

(Numbers in thousands. Women as of spring 1984)

Property settlement reached

Type of settlement (percent)
Characteristic

No Other Cash an
settlement types othe

Total reached Total Cash only" only? types”

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,491 9, 102 5,389 21.4 74.2 4.

Current marital status:
Divorced. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,404 4,406 2,998 23.8 71.7 4.
Married”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,178 4,005 2,173 18. 1 77.8 4.
widowed". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 909 691 218 19.7 72.5 7.

Presence of own children from
an absent father:
No children. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9, 106 5,906 3, 199 22.1 72.9 5.
One or more children. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,385 3, 196 2, 190 20.3 76. 1 3.

*A one-time cash settlement.
*Other property (house, other real estate, cars, furnishings, etc.).
*Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
“Widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.



Table 1. Child Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded—Women With Own Children Present, by Selected Characteristics, for All
Women and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983

(womenwith own children Present unotR 21 YEARSof AGE FROMAN ABSENT FATHERAs of spring 1984. for MEANINGof syMBouls,stE TExT)

CHILD SUPPORTPAYMENTS.--

AGREEDTO ORAwardED NOTAWARDED

suPPOSEDTO RECEIVEPAYMENTSIN 1983

RECEIVEDPAYMENTS DID NoT RECEIVEPAYMENTS
CHARACTERIstic

MEANTOTAL MEANINCOMEFROM MEANTOTAL MEANTOTAL
Money INCOME CHILD SUPPORT MONEYINCOME MONEYIncome

STAND- STAND- STAND- STAND
ToTAL| TOTAL1 TOTAL| NUMBER vau-UE ARD WALUE ARD NUMBER WALUE ARD| NUMBER wal-UE ARD

ERROR ERROR ERROR ERROR
(THOUS..). ItTHOUS,).ItTHOUS..) (THOUS..) (DOL.) | (DOL.) | (DOL.) (DOL.) (THOUS,) (DOL.) (DOL.) (THOUS..) (DOL. (DOL.)

All. MOMEN

ToTAL. . . . . . . . . . a 690 5 o15 3 995 3 ox7 | 13 132 289 2 341 97 958 8 qx3 lºoQ 3 675 7 589 201
STANDARDERROR. . . . 190 148 133 117 (x) (x) (x) (x) 66 (x) (x) 128 (x) (x)

CURRENTMARITAL STATUS
QF woman

MARRIED". . . . . . . . . . . 2 129 1 613 1 226 88.1| 11 602 555 2 16u 125 5u5 6 956 750 516|| 7 774 616
DIVORCED.. . . . . . . . . . 3 20u 2 ut!3 2 O92 1 598|| 14 q86 388 2 uq1 1.59 tºgu 9 635 ºu.2 76.1 10 6,11 5q6
SEPARATED. . . . . . . . . . 1 us1 5qx usu 378|| 11 207 775 2 682 uo.2 55 (B) (a) 858 7 971 361
*IbowED’. . . . . . . . . . . 55 38 24 13 (B) (B) (B) (B) 11 (B) (B) 15 (B) (B)
NEVER-MARRIED. . . . . . . . 1 854 328 219 166|| 7 257 716 1 152 102 55 (B) (B) 526 5 366 212

RACEANDSPANISHORIGIN
of woman

*1 TF . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 183 u 137 x 339 2 614|| 13 55u *21 2 u"s 110 77u 3 385 ur,5. 2 ous 8 of8 310
BLACK• . . . . . . . . . . . 2 34.1 738 55u 370 10 138 646 1 q65 117 16tº 8 578 o17 1 555 6 615 250
SPANISHORIGIN" . . . . . . . 790 323 252 158|| 10 of 7 || 1 35u 1 359 358 ou 10 uxa 1 97.3 us? 5 885 7ut,

AGEOF WOMAN

18 TO 29 YEARS. . . . . . . . 3 077 1 541 1 071 78.1 9 142 uxo 1 723 223 201|| 5 65u u?2 1 735| 5 013 179
30 TO 39 YEARS. . . . . . . . * 516 2 2.75 1 947 1 527| 13 5u5 367 2 356 97 u2O q 96.1 705 1 ou1 q x10 u02
40 YEARSANDOVER. . . . . . 2 298 1 399 976 750 16 534 7u1 2 968 2442 246 q 106 793 899|| 9 752 5.30

EDUCATIONALATTAINMENT
OF woman

LESS THAN12 YEARS. . . . . . 2 247 95.3 707 uf,7 || 7 657 595 1 555 93 2uo|| 5 5tu 55u 1 2ou q 687 221
HIGHSCHOOLi + YEARS. . . . u 201 2 573 2 0.56 1 573|| 12 55.1 559 2 159 115 ua3 7 735 u93 1 627|| 7 501 271
COLLEGE1 1 TO 3 YEARS. . 1 508 o66 78u 621|| 1|| 16,9 607 2 352 144 165|| 11 12t, 1 15u 545 10 198 518

4 YEARSORM0RE. 734 523 quº 376 21 520 1 100 tº 118 5u0 72 (B) (B\ 211 15 178 1 658

NuMBEROF ownchildren

1 CHILD . . . . . . . . . . . u ux7 2 tº99 1 950 1 q97 12 524 u11 1 779 aq ux3|| 8 771 6u2 1 958 7 16.6 291
2 CHILDREN. . . . . . . . . . 2 797 1 729 1 1166 1 0oz lu 20u u?7 2 782 105 375|| 8 560 67.7 1 06a 8 29t 38A
3 CHILDREN. . . . . . . . . . 1 od8 579 u59 552| 12 lué 735 2 ou3 224 127|| 7 27a 7o’s u2q| 6 6Qo uº.1
4 CHILDRENORMORE. . . . . . tºL18 207 139 116|| 13 698|| 2 076 5 705 1 06u 23 (8) (a) 2u1| f ux5 uq.5

HQMENMIIH INCOMESBELQM
LHE POWERLYLEVEL,IN 1983

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . 2 898 1 251 916 568I 4 793 351 1 425 167 348 u 084 u16 1 667 3 uaa 139
STANDARDERROR. . . . 17.2 1.13 98 77 (x) (x) (x) (x) 6 : (x) (x) 151 (x) (x)

CURRENTMARITAL STATUS
OF WOMAN

MARRIED". . . . . . . . . . . 187 120 89 u5 (B) (B) (8) (a) us (B) (B) 66 (B) (By
DIVORCED.. . . . . . . . . . 925 632 515 287 5 348 tle,u 1 5118 25u 228 u 375 ugly 2QxI U.of tº66
SEPARATED. . . . . . . . . . 726 297 189 158|| || 569 558 1 502 309 31 (B) (a) u2a|| 4 d60 3.95
*IDOWED’. . . . . . . . . . . 13 5 l, 2 (B) (B.) (B) (B) 2 (a) (B) R (a) (8)
NEVER-MARRIED. . . . . . . . 1 0118 177 119 77 x 722 527 926 275 t;2 (a) (B) 371| x 115 228

RACEANDSPANISH ORIGIN
of woman

WHITE . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 577 828 653 uo.3 u 794 tºus 1 528 218 250 u o11 501 750|| 3 uoo 2ºf,
BLACK . . . . : . . . . . . . 1 256 375 243 155 u 710 5u5 1 15a 216 90 u 176 78.1 882| x 58u 248
SPANISHORIGIN" . . . . . . . 394 1.16 76 55 (8) (B) (B) (B) 25 (B) (B) 278| x 587 751

AGEOF WOMAN

18 70 29 YEARS. . . . . . . . 1 465 511 373 226 u ü16 511 1 293 2*9 147|| 3 655 555 95u 3 lou 227
30 TO 39 YEARS. . . . . . . . 9.28 50u u06 267 u 815 532 1 uº,2 2u5 1*q i u ºf a 72a u2u u 173 57.7
40 YEARSANDOVER. . . . . . 50% 217 1.37 75 5 a.º.o oui 1 692 56g 62. (a) (a) 283|| 3 7u: 529

EDUCATIONALATTAINMENT
OF WOMAN

LESS THAN12 YEARS. . . . . . 1 290 1.26 510 176 u 506 6,17 1 239 2.91 134 q 0qu 6as Akt1|| 3 uoo 26tº
HIGH SCHOOLi & YEARs. . . . . 1 209 591 uto 29: 5 107 505 1 tº11 211 1uq || 3 a.33 616 618 * 56.1 $1.COLLEGE1. 1 TO 3 YEARS . . 333 182 137 8t, 4 197 35u 1 68- 558 55 (B\ (a) 156 5 705 57.14 YEARSORM0RE. 62 32 29 17 (B) (R) (B) (B) 12 (B) (B) 30 (B) (B)
NUMBEROF OwnCHILDREN

1 CHILD . . . . . . . . . . . 1 259 uq8 ºuf, 220 || 3 Q13 1.2Q 1 021 173 126 tº oº,u 6.75 762|| 3 off, 251
2 CHILDREN. . . . . . . . . . 997 tº11 3ut 200 5 365 65u 1 670 30u 1un x 5.15 557 ugº,I 3 *au 555
3 CHILDREN. . . . . . . . . . t!82 227 168 1ou 5 u25 812 1 811 ué1 65 (B) (8) 255 u 16,u 51u
4 CHILDRENORMORE.. . . . . 260 96 61 uu (B) (B) (a) (B) 18 (a) (B) 16u i u 70* 722

INCLUDESA SMALLNUMBEROF WOMENWHOWERENOTSUPPOSEDTO RECEIVEPAYMENTSIN 1983. *REMARRIEDWOMENWHOSEPREVIOUSMARRIAGEENDEDIN DIVORCE.
w100MEDWOMENwhoSEPREVIOUSMARRIAGEENDEDIN DIVORCE. OF SPANISHORIGIN MAYBE OF ANY RACE.*PERSONs



Table 2. Recipiency of Child Support Income in 1983—Women With Children Present, by Type of Arrangement
(Numbersin thousands. womenwitH own children PRESENTunder 21 YEARs of AGEfrom An ABSENTFATHERAs of spring 1984.
TExt)

for MEANINGof symbols, str

suPPosed to RECEIVECHILD support PAYMENTSIN 1983

TYPE OF ARRANGEMENT
AMOUNTOF PAYMENTDUE IN 1983

$1 $500 $1,000 $1,500 $2,000 $3,000 $5,000 $7,000
STANDARD To To To To To To To AND

NuMBER ERROR $4.99 $999 $1,499 $1,999 $2,999 $4,999 $6,999 over

TOTAL1

PERCENTOF PAYMENTSRECEIVEDIN 1983:

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ogº 133 181 qux 788 642 90.7 72°, 174 134
0-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 960 67 60 1u2 262 162 176 125 22 15
0.1 TO 2*.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281 36 g 19 *9 ** 78 uu 1u t
25.0 T0 49.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 29 15 27 31 37 37 28 * 2
50.0 TO 74.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 322 39 26 15 a2 ** au 65 7 9
75.0 T0 99.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232 33 • 20 Lu 52 so qu 8 -
100.0 ANDOVER. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 018 96 69 221 31o 282 uq2 u2O 119 1.oe

MEANINCOMEFROMCHILD support. Dou.LARS. 1 779 (x) 285 utio 628 1 oro 1 679 2 62.2 q x1.9 11 q6t.
STANDARDERROR.. . . . . . .DOLLARS. 78 (x) 15- 2a 31 u? 77 96 271 1 us;
MEANTOTALMONEYINCOME. . . .DOLLARS. 12 oos (x) 6 663 10 061 9 805 10 707 11 992 1u 666 17 71u 23 ot,1
STANDARDERROR.. . . . . . .DOLLARS. 246 (x) *** 738 ué1 555 ué7 sex 1 452 1 994

NUMBERBELOWPOWERTYLEVEL. . . . . . . 916 (x) 77 1us 22*. 1url 192 105 2x 6
STANDARDERROR.. . . . . . . . . . . 98. (x) 29 59 uq 39 us 35 (e) (B)

IF Fuu-LAMountof PAYMENTsweRE
RECEIwed in 1983:

MEANincomeFROMcriu-D suppokT.DOLLARS. 2 521 (x) 307 762 1 201 1 713 2 588 x 677 5 611 13 *72
STANDARDERROR.. . . . . . .DOLLARS. 77 (x) 1u 10 6 º 15 35 6t. 1 421
MEANTOTALMONEYINCJME.. . . .00LLARS. 12 77u (x) 6 811 1o 374 10 ×79 11 q17 12 785 15 755 19 006 25 169
STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 2u5 (x) *36 75u uº.6 *52 uº.6 *66 1 373 1 quo

NUMBERBELONPOVERTYLEVEL. . . . . . . 838 (x) 7u 1uo 210 150 179 ax 20 2
STANDARDERROR.. . . . . . . . . . . Qu (x) (B) 39 u? 37 ux so (B) (e)

court-or-DEREDPAYMENTS

PERCENTOF PAYMENTSRECEIVEDIN 1983:

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 *2n 107 112 3.11 *61 u07 *68 u25 91 un
0-0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 811 61 us 118 2u1 1.16 16x 97 22 q.
0.1 TO 2*.9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212 31 o 15 uq 39 •u 50 12 t
25.0 T0 49.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127 24 15 23 25 22 22 20 2 2
50.0 To 74.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205 31 13 o *o 3u u7 uu 6 y
75.0 T0 99.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159 27 s 15 *f; 35 ** 28 8 -
100.0 ANDOVER. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ooq 68 26 131 1.65 162 2uo 205 u2 x1

MEANINCOMEFROMCHILU SuppukT.DOLLARS. 1 35u (x) 125 595 soe, out 1 5u? 2 301 3 uox (B)
STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. a6 (x) 22 35 36 60 72 128 ux2 (e)
MEANTOTALMONEYIncoºt . . . .Dou.LARS. 1o 976 (x) 6 080 10 u27 9. 182 9 *66 11 *u1 13 35u 1* 807 (e)
STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 291 (x) 661 968 550 578 *99 66a 1 389 (B)

NUMBERBELOW.POWERTYLEwell. . . . . . . 666 (x) na 106 176 106 1xx 81 15 1
STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . . . . . . Bu (x) (B) 3u ux 34 38 29 (B) (B)

IF FULL AMOUNTOF PAYMENTSWERE
RECEIwed in 1983i

MEANINCOMEFROMCHILJ SUPPORT.DOLLARS. 2 288 (x) 326 75u 1 200 1 716 2 *61 x 641 * 607 (8)
STANDARDERROR.. . . . . . .DOLLARS. oo (x) 15 12 a 11 17 u1 ou (b)
MEANTOTALMONEYINCOME. . . .UOLLARS. 11 951 (x) 6 281 10 789 9 876 10 345 12 575 1u 7ox 18 on1 (b)
STANDARDERROR.. . . . . . .DOLLARS. 291 (x) 662 962 suu *76 *ax 6u> 1 190 (b)

NUMBERBELOnPOWERTYLEVEL. . . . . . . 6.13 (x) us 106 162 q9 125 so 1* -
STANDARDERROR.. . . . . . . . . . . Bo (x) (B) 3u u1 32 36 (8) (B) (B)

VOLUNTARYMRITIEN AGREEMENI

oERCENTOF PAYMENTSRECEIvto IN 1983:

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 297 77 uq 1on 211 215 *ou 266 6a 76
0-0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 121 2n u 21 1u us 10 25 - u
9. 1 TO 2*-* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6t. (B) - L. 9 16 21 1u - -
25.0 T0 *9.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . •x (B) - y 9 15 16 e > -
50.0 TO 74.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 21 13 2 31 21 12 13 - q.
75.0 T0 99.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 (e) - s a 1u 2n 16 - -
100.0 ANDOVER. . . . . . . . . . . . . aqu 64 31 73 1uo 1Ou 221 192 6u 68

MEANINCOMEFROMCHILD support.uol.LARS. 2 591 (x) (B) *77 949 1 oa5 2 2.76 x oos (8) 12 122
STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. 150 (x) (b) ex u5 81 172 138 (8) 1 * 11
MEANTOTALMONEYINCOMt.. . . .DOLLARS. 1u 278 (x) (8) 9 125 11 59°, 15 coz 13 198 17 lau (B) 2u 57.1
STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . .DOLLARS. u?", (x) (B) 1 oat 871 1 180 787 1 112 (8) 2 1.8%

NUMBERBELONPOvčRTYLEVEL. . . . . . . 200 (x) 15 27 us 30 *1 22 s u
STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . . . . . . 116 (x) (B) (e) (8) (B) (B) (e) (B) (B)

IF FullL AMountOF PAYMENTswere
RECEIVEDIN 1983:

MEANINCOMEFROMCHILD suppur.T.DoulaRs. 2 o',a (x) (B) 7.91 1 202 1 712 2 uo.2 3.

*:
: º º :*:STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . . DOLLARS. 15°, (x) (B) 22 13 15 21

7 axx (B) 2
: i:MEANTOTALMONEYINCOME . . . . COLLARS. 1 u 726 (x) (8) 9 357 11 Bua 15 6.au 13 *68 * : § ; :STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . . DOLLARS. u?x (x) (B) 1 oad 866 1 175 777 1 B 160

u-, 22 • -NUMBERBELowPOVERTYLEVEL. . . . . . . 181 (x) 15 25 u- 2 tº

STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . . . . . . uu (x) (B) (B) (e) (e) (8) (8) (8) (B)

:

*INCLUDES A SMALLNUMBER 9
F

womenwho METHOD, NoT SHOwnSEPARATELY.REceived PAYMENTSBY • someother



Table 3. Alimony or Maintenance Payments Agreed to or Awarded—Ever-Divorced or Currently Separated Women, by

Selected Characteristics, for All Women and Women With incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983
twomenAS OF SPRING 1984. FoR MEANINGOF SYMBOLs,SEE TExT)

ALIMONYORMAINTENANCEPAYMENTs--

AGREEDTO ORAWARDED NOTAWARDED

SUPPOSEDTO RECEIVEPAYMENTSIN 1983

RECEIVEDPAYMENTS DID NOTRECEIVE PAYMENTS
CHARACTERistic

MEANTOTAL MEANincomeFROM MEANTOTAL MEANTOTAL
Money income |ALIMONYORMAIN. MONEYINCOME MONEYIncome

STAND- STAND- STAND- STAND
ToTAL| TOTAL1 TOTAL| NUMBERI wal-UE ARD VALUE ARD NUMBER VALUE ARD| NUMBER VALUE ARD

ERROR ERRoR ERROR ERROR
tTHOUS..). ItTHOUS,). ItTHOUS..) iſTHOUS,) (DOL.) tDOL.) tool-. ) | (DOL.) (THOUS,) (DOL.) (DOL.).ItTHOUS,) | (DOL.) | (DOL.J.

ALL WOMEN

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . . 17 122 2 see 7.91 608|| 17 785 869 3 976 331 183 11 261 || 1 172 14 7u1 || 1o 162 125
STANDARDERROR. . . . . 249 10t. 60 53 (x) (x) (x) (x) 29 (x) (x) 236 (x) (x)

CURRENTMARITALSTATUS
of woman

MARRIED". . . . . . . . . . . 6 178 853 90 q5 (B) (B) (8) (B) 45 (B) (B) 5 325 || 8 646 215
WIDOWED*. . . . . . . . . . . 909 118 5 2 (B) (B) (B) (8) 2 (B) (B) 791 9 oxu u77
DIVORCED.. . . . . . . . . . 7 u04 1 143 529 l,15 18 tº65 || 1 lux q uso usy 114 13 589 1 631 6 261 | 12 291 195
SEPARATED. . . . . . . . . . 2 631 268 168 146| 16 891 1 tºol x 233 385 22 (B) (B) 2 365 8 ×19 242

RACEANDSPANISHORIGIN
of woman

WHITE . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 250 2 198 709 538 18 6ou 945 tº 292 366 171 11 199|| 1 254 12 os2 - 10 unt 14t
*:::: ºa; cf. : * * * * * * * 2 573 163 75 65 (B) (B) (B) (B) 10 (B) (B) 2 tº10|| 8 634 249
SPANISHor IGIN" . . . . . . . 1 103 132 46 26 (B) (B) (B) (B) 20 (B) (B) 971|| 7 596 592

AGEOF WOMAN

18 to 29 YEARs. . . . . . . . 2 958 193 oo 58 (B) (B) (B) (B) 32 (B) (B) 2 765 7 968 216
30 TO 39 YEARS. . . . . . . . 5 062 537 254 199|| 16 126|| 1 oss 2 q57 328 55 (8) (B) q 525 11 706 232
40 YEARSANDOVER. . . . . . 9 103 1 652 tºur 351 20 109 || 1 319 5 332 511 96 13 983 1 831 7 1151|| 1o oxo 183

EducationAL ATTAINMENT
of woman

LESS THAN12 YEARS. . . . . . 4 859 tlae 119 7u (8) (B) (B) (B) q5 (B) (B) 4 551|| 5 745 129
HIGH SCHOOL:4 YEARS. . . . . 7 587 1 060 31tº 231 16 393 || 1 233 3 or5 t;42 83 9 289 || 1 tº32 6 528 || 10 056 166
COLLEGE: 1 to 3 YEARS . . 2 82o 475 189 159 17 259 || 1 348 4 Gee 742 30 (B) (B) 2 345 12 986 360

4 YEARSORM0RE. 1.876 359 169 14t 24 789|| 2 328 5 0.96 772 25 (B) (B) 1 517| 19 oro 522

PRESENCEOF ownchildren

NOCHILDRENPRESENT. . . . . . 10 286 1 573 369 275 || 17 781|| 1 197 5 262 614 95 ||11 602 || 1 757 8 713|| 10 060 168
1 ORMORECHILDRENPRESENT. . 6 836 808 u22 333 17 788 1 241 2 915 300 89 ||1o 899 || 1 558 6 028 10 x10 184

YEAROF Divorce ORSEPARATION

1975 ANDLATER. . . . . . . . 9 595 1 160 627 508 18 ugo 937 tº 247 386 119 9 oxo 1 250 8 q33 1o 896 166
1970T0 1974. . . . . . . . . 2 529 326 96 71 (B) (B) (B) (B) 25 (B) (B) 2 203|| 1o 555 57.1
1960 T0 1969. . . . . . . . . 2 343 439 50 28 (B) (B) (B) (8) 22 (B) (B) 1 904|| 9 205 333
BEFORE1960 . . . . . . . . . 2 657 q56 19 2 (B) (B) (B) (B) 17 (B) (B) 2 201 || 7 789 257

work ExPERIENCE IN 1983
of woman

"ORKED. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 292 1 555 603 459 20 561 964 u 519 tº13 144 12 uoz I 1 285 9 739 15 2.56 157
wORKEDAT FULL-TIME JOBS. . 8 775 1 151 uso 339 22 523 1 202 u 330 506 112|| 1tº 645 1 q63 7 623 14 909 169

:: To 52 WEEKS.... . . . . . 6 551 859 312 246 24 use 1 386 tº 361 574 66 (B) (B) 5 692|| 16 954 191
worked AT PART-TIME JOBs. . . 2 517 tºoz 155 120 15 oux 1 oot, tº 2a9 675 35 (B) (B) 2 115 7 301 3.11
DID NOTWORK.. . . . . . . . 5 830 828 188 149 9 216 || 1 q57 2 915 t!24 39 (B) (B) 5 od.2 a 138 121

*QMENWITH INCOMESBELOW.
THE POWERTYLEVEL IN 1983

TOTAL. . . . . . . . . . 3 765 3tle 117 71 (B) (B) (B) (B) 46 (8) (B) 5 q17| x 507 139
STANDARDERROR. . . . . 195 61 35 27 (x) (x) (x) (x) 22 (x) (x) 186 (x) (x)

CuRRENTMARITALSTATUS
OF woman

MARRIED". . . . . . . . . . . 500 tit. 4. - (B) (B) (B) (B) t; (B) (B) 45.7 2 oxx 42u
WIDOWED*.. . . . . . . . . . 254 28 2 - (8) (8) (B) (B) 2 (B) (8) 226 || 3 332 336
DIVORCED.. . . . . . . . . . 1 83.9 2oa 89 54 (B) (B) (B) (B) 3u (B) (B) 1 635| x 745 195
SEPARATED. . . . . . . . . . 1 171 71 22 17 (B) (B) (8) (B) s (8) (B) 1 101|| 3 800 23.9

RACEANDSPANISHORIGIN
of woman

WHITE • . . . . . . . . . . . 2 635 306 95 53 (B) (B) (B) (B) q2 (B) (B) 2 329|| > 351 170
BLACK• . . . . . . . . . 1 050 56 18 16 (5) (B) (B) (B) 2 (B) (8) 1 01tº 3 86.5 2.47
SPANISHORIGIN" . . . . . . . 413 35 11 2 (8) (B) (B) (e) 9 (8) (B) 377 | x 565 660

AGEOF WOMAN

18 to 29 YEARs. . . . . . . . 976 tº9 23 12 (B) (B) (B) (B) 11 (B) (8) 927 3 sox 265
30 TO 39 YEARS. . . . . . . . 1 117 87 u1 32 (8) (B) (8)

{
:} 10 (B) (B) 1 oxo x 99th 279

40 YEARSANDOVER . . . . . . 1 672 211 52 27 (B) (B) (B) B) 25 (B) (B) 1 tie 1 | x 166 193

PRESENCEOF ownchildren

NOCHILDRENPRESENT . . . . . 1 915 223 61 35 (B) B) (B) (B 26 (B

{
}
} 1 692 || 2 765 159

1 ORMORECHILDRENPRESENT. . 1 850 125 56 36 (B) B) (B) (B 20 (B e 1 725 tº 235 213

1 INCLUDES A SMALLNUMBEROF WOMENWHOWERENOTSUPPOSEDTO RECEIVE PAYMENTSIN 1983. *REMARRIEDwomenwhoSEPREVIOUSMARRIAGEENDEDIN DIVORCE.
*WIDOWEDWOMENwhoSEPREVIOUSMARRIAGEENDEDIN DIVORCE. *PERSONSOF SPAN1SH ORIGIN MAYBE OF ANY RAcE.



10

Table 4. Property Settlements Following Divorce—Ever-Divorced Women, by Selected Characteristics
(NUMBERsin THOUSANDS.wOMENAS OF SPRING 1984. For MEANINGOF syMBoLS, SEE TExT)

NOSETTLEMENTREACHED PROPERTYsettle MENTREACHEd

RECEIVED-- RECEIVED-- TYPE OF SETTLEMENT

CHARACTERISTIC CHILD CHILD cASH?
CHILD suPPoRT CHILD suPPort OTHER AND
SUPPORT| ALIMONY AND suPPORT| ALimony AND cAsh: | types> other

TOTAL| TOTAL1 ONLY ONLY| ALimony|| Total.1 ONLY onLY ||ALIMONY ONLY ONLY| TyPES

0TAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . | 1.4&91 9 102 1 143 81 q6 5 38.9 1 152 184 152 1 151 tº ooo 238
STANDARDERROR. . . . . . . . . . . 2xu 193 72 19 (e) 153 75 29 27 73 133 33

CURRENTMARITALSTATUSOF MOMAN

2IVORCED. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 dou 4 tºot, 699 69 39 2 998 718 165 142 71.4 2 151 133
*ARRIED".. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 1.78 u ooº, ux8 12 7 2 173 426 16 10 39q 1 690 89
*IDOWED*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90.9 691 5 - - 218 8 2 - 43 158 17

RACEANDSPANISHORIGIN OF WOMAN

*HITE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 598 7 692 1 011 77 38 1. oos 1 oss 167 141 1 og? 3 641 168
BLACK. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 647 1 224 111 5 8 u24 55 16 8 *16 317 61
SPANISHORIGIN". . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.59 551 6t. s 2 2oa 31 2 13 31 175 1.

AGEOF WOMAN

18 T0 29 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 222 1 585 x18 7 6. 639 218 12 10 148 47s 16
30 TO 39 YEARS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . tº 299 2 *64 586 22 25 1 736 618 28 78 u02 1 28c 54
40 YEARSANDOVER. . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 970 u 956 2nd 52 15 3 oru 316 143 6x 600 2 24* 169

EDUCATIONALATTAINMENTOF woman

LESS THAN12 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 781 2 757 181 1o 3 1 oz.5 141 19 24 200 76 : 60
HIGHSCH00Lt4 YEARS. . . . . . . . . . . 6 *u2 q ode 575 35 27 2 534 637 61 58 520 1 921 90
COLLEGE: 1 TO 3 YEARS. . . . . . . . . 2 uss 1 uT7 258 2* 15 1 008 221 u? 2o 216 7-f 36

4 YEARSORMoRE. . . . . . . 1 683 860 131 10 5 823 153 56 uo 21u **t 52

PRESENCEOF own chi LDREN
UNDER21 YEARSou.D.
BY an Absent FATHER

N0 CHILDRENPRESENT. . . . . . . . . . . . o 106 5 906 (x) 57 (x) 5 199 (x) 157 (x) 706 2 3xx 160
1 ORM08ECHILDRENPRESENT. . . . . . . . 5 385 3 196 1 143 2u. 46 2 190 1 152 27 152 utiº 1 667 78

YEAROF Divorce

1975ANDLATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 564 u uqu 92.1 6t, 39 3 070 94.7 1u1 130 762 2 188 120
1970T0 1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 299 1 uuq 19t, 13 7 850 127 26 17 166 63C 54
BEFort 1969. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . tº 628 3 158 28 5 - 1 uto 78 16 5 224 1 182 6t.

incomeof woman

WITHOUTINCOME. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 788 6.13 (x) (x) (x) 175 (x) (x) (x) ux 12t. 8
*ITH INCOME. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 703 a tiao 1 1ux 81 us 5 21u 1 152 18t. 152 1 107 3 877 231
$1 TO 3999 QRLOSS . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ooo 75.3 52 - - 357 25 6 - 68 253 16
*1,000 T0 $1,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . 605 uo.2 71 - - 202 uo - 1 27 174 1
$2,000 TO $3,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 67t, 1 145 95 10 - 529 8t. 23 10 96 u10 22
$4,000 T0 tº,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 537 1 055 92 5 1 traz *2 7 o 99 359 25
$6,000 T0 $7,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2.78 839 1Oe 7 8 ux9 1on 17 10 93 3.18 29
$8,000 T0 $9,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 115 692 1Ou 11 5 u23 au 8 6 85 316 22
$10,000 TO $11,999 . . . . . . . . . . . 1 oºo 678 100 3 u 372 108 27 11 76 283 14
$12,000 TO 314,999 . . . . . . . . . . . 1 uºy 86o 160 t 6. 593 128 17 18 11tº qºx 25
$15,000 TO 324,999 . . . . . . . . . . . 2 732 1 us9 275 28 1tº 1 2.75 403 su uu 307 918 q”
$25,000 ANDOVER. . . . . . . . . . . . 1 171 605 88 1tº 8 565 115 uu au 142 392 31

MEDIANINCOME. . . . . DOLLARS. . . . . 9 200 8 1us || 11 02u 15 qx7 (B 11 053 13 627 | 12 699 || 17 683 || 12 269 || 1o 762|| 1o 307
STANDARDtrkóR . . . 00LLARS. . . . . 166 205 538 5 537 (B 3of 632 1 545 2 234 69t. 349 1 uso
MEANINCOME.. . . . . noLLARS. . . . . 11 5ux | 10 37u | 12 051 | 18 ux7 (B 12 92.1|| 1u 734 || 17 267 || 19 tº 9 || 14 O69|| 12 569 || 1x 323
STANDARDERROR. . . DOLLARS. . . . . 1to 166 tº18 3 207 (B) 245 usº 1 600 1 807 60t. 272 1 169

1DETAIL DOESNOTADDTO TOTAL
*A ONE-TIMECASHSETTLEMENT.
•OTHERPROPERTY(HOUSE.OTHER
*REMARRIEDWOMENAHOSEPREVIOUSMARRIAGEENDEDIN DIVORCE.

BECAUSESoMEEveR-DIvokcEDwomenRECEIVEDNEITHERCHILD support Nor ALIMONY,NOTSHOWNSEPARATELY.

REAL ESTATE, CARS, FURNISHINGS,ETC.).

swidowED womeN aHOSEP. Evlous MARRIAGEENDEDIN Divorce,
*PERSONSOF SPANISHORIGIN MAYBE OF ANYRACE.



Appendix A. Definitions and Explanations

Child support. Data on award of child support payments were

collected from women 18 years or older with children under

21 years of age whose father was not living in the household
as of spring 1984. Information on recipiency and amount of
payments was obtained from women who reported that they

were awarded or had agreements to receive child support

payments in 1983. Payment amounts were limited to only

those from the last divorce or separation.

Alimony. Data on the award of alimony or maintenance
payments were collected from women 18 years or older who

were ever-divorced or currently separated as of spring 1984.
Information on recipiency status and payment amounts was

obtained from those women who reported that they were

awarded or had agreements to receive alimony payments in
1983. The data are limited to payments received from the
most recent divorce or separation.

Property settlements. Data on property settlements were col
lected from women 18 years or older who were ever-divorced

as of spring 1984. For the purposes of this survey, property
settlements consist of a one-time cash settlement or other
property (i.e., house, other real estate, car, or furniture) or

a combination of both.

Money income. Income distributions and income summary

measures (such as medians and means) shown in this report

are limited to money income before payment of Federal, State,

local, or Social Security (FICA) taxes and before any other
types of deductions, such as union dues and Medicare
premiums. Total money income is the sum of the amounts

received from wages and salaries, self-employment income
(including losses), Social Security, Supplemental Security In
come, public assistance, interest, dividends, rent, royalties,

estates or trusts, veterans' payments, unemployment and

workers' compensations, private and government retirement

and disability pensions, alimony, child support, and any other

source of money income which was regularly received.
Capital gains (or losses) and lump sum or one-time payments

such as life insurance settlements are excluded.

Poverty definition. Families and unrelated individuals are

classified as being above or below the poverty level using the
poverty index originated at the Social Security Administra

tion in 1964 and revised by Federal Interagency Committees

money income and does not reflect the fact that many low
income persons receive food stamps, Medicaid, and public

housing. The index is based on the Department of
Agriculture's 1961 Economy Food Plan and reflects the dif
ferent consumption requirements of families based on their

size and composition. It was determined from the Department

of Agriculture's 1955 Survey of Food Consumption that
families of three or more persons spend approximately one
third of their income on food; the poverty level for these
families was, therefore, set at three times the cost of the
economy food plan. For smaller families and persons living

alone, the cost of the economy food plan was multiplied by

factors that were slightly higher in order to compensate for

the relatively larger fixed expenses of these smaller

households. The poverty thresholds are updated every year

to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The
average poverty threshold for a family of four was $10,178

in 1983. Weighted average poverty thresholds by size of fami
ly are shown in table A-1. For further details, see Current
Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 144.

Table A-1. Weighted Average Poverty
Thresholds in 1983

Size of family unit Threshold

One person (unrelated individual) . . . . . $ 5,061
15 to 64 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 180
65 years and over. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,775

Two persons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,483
Householder 15 to 64 years. . . . . . . . . . 6,697

Householder 65 years and over. . . . . . . 6,023

Three persons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,938
Four persons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 178
Five persons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,049
Six persons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,630
Seven persons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,500
Eight persons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17, 170
Nine persons or more. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,310

Computation of constant dollar means. The adjustment for
price change was made by converting the mean income for

women for a given year into 1983 dollars on the basis of the
change in the Consumer Price Index. The indices used to make

the constant dollar conversions are shown in table A-2.

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is an index designed to
in 1969 and 1980. The poverty index is based solely on measure changes in purchasing power. While the CPI is a
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Table A-2. Consumer Price Index (CPI): 1977 to
1983

(1977 = 100)

Year CPI Year CPI

1980. . . . . . . . . . . 136.0
1981. . . . . . . . . . . 150. 1

1982. . . . . . . . . . . 159. 3

1983. . . . . . . . . . . 164.4

1977. . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0
1978. . . . . . . . . . . . 107.6
1979. . . . . . . . . . . . 119.8

Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of
Labor Statistics.

good measure of the changes in prices, it is not necessarily

a good measure of the changes in prices faced by consumers
of different characteristics and income levels. Furthermore,

the housing component of the CPI has been criticized for con
tributing to unduly large increases in the CPI over the past

several years. These limitations should be noted when com

paring income figures adjusted to constant dollars using the
CPI since the same index was used for all women and all in
come levels.

Underreporting. As in most household surveys, the estimates
of the number of money income recipients and the total

amount of money income derived from the March CPS are
somewhat less than comparable estimates derived from in
dependent sources, such as the Bureau of Economic Analysis,

Social Security Administration, and Veterans Administration.

The difference between the survey estimate and the indepen

dent estimate is generally termed “underreporting.” Under
reporting tends to be more pronounced for income sources
such as public assistance and welfare, unemployment com
pensation, and property income (interest, dividends, and net

rental income). Estimates of income from wages and salaries
tend to have less underreporting than most income types.



Appendix B. Source and Reliability of Estimates

SOURCE OF DATA

The estimates in this report are based on data collected in
the March and April 1984 Current Population Surveys (CPS)
conducted by the Bureau of the Census. The present CPS
sample was initially selected from the 1970 census files with
coverage in all 50 States and the District of Columbia. The
sample is continually updated to reflect new construction.
The current sample is located in 629 areas comprising 1,148
counties, independent cities, and minor civil divisions in the
Nation.

In the March sample, approximately 62,000 occupied
households were eligible for interview. Of this number about
3,OOO occupied units were visited but interviews were not
obtained because the occupants were unavailable for some
other reason.

About 43,500 of the households interviewed in March were

interviewed again in April. Women 18 years of age and older
were asked supplemental questions regarding child support

and alimony payments. Of the 43,740 eligible women inter
viewed in March, 38, 190 were matched to women inter

viewed in April." Child support and alimony information was
imputed for the other 5,550 eligible women.
The estimation procedure used in this survey involved the
inflation of weighted sample results to independent estimates
of the civilian noninstitutional population of the United States
by age, race, and sex. These independent estimates are based
on statistics from the 1980 decennial census; statistics on
births, deaths, immigration, and emigration; and statistics on
the strength of the Armed Forces.

RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES

Since the CPS estimates are based on a sample, they may

differ somewhat from the figures that would have been
obtained if a complete census had been taken using the same
questionnaire, instructions, and enumerators. There are two
types of errors possible in an estimate based on a sample
survey: sampling and nonsampling. The standard errors pro
vided for this report primarily indicate the magnitude of the
sampling error. They also partially measure the effect of some
nonsampling errors in response and enumeration but do not
measure any systematic biases in the data. The full extent

"The main reasons the responses were not obtained for all eligible
women interviewed in March are relocation of families and April
nonresponse.

of the nonsampling error is unknown. Consequently, particular

care should be exercised in the interpretation of figures based
on a relatively small number of cases or on small differences
between estimates.

Nonsampling variability. Nonsampling errors can be attributed

to many sources, e.g., inability to obtain information about
all cases in the sample, definitional difficulties, differences
in the interpretation of questions, inability or unwillingness

on the part of the respondents to provide correct information,
inability to recall information, errors made in collection such
as in recording or coding the data, errors made in processing

the data, errors made in estimating values for missing data,

and failure to represent all units with the sample (under
coverage).

Other elements of nonsampling variability will be discussed
more fully in a later, more detailed report.

Sampling variability. The standard errors given in this report

are primarily measures of sampling variability, that is
,

o
f

the

variations that occurred by chance because a sample rather
than the entire population was surveyed. The sample estimate
and its standard error enable one to construct intervals, ranges

that would include the average result o
f

all possible samples

with a known probability. For example, if all possible samples

were selected, each o
f

these surveyed under identical
conditions using the same sample design; and if an estimate
and its standard error were calculated from each sample, then:

1
. Approximately 68 percent of the intervals from one stand

ard error below the estimate to one standard error above

the estimate would include the average result o
f
a
ll possible

samples.

2
. Approximately 90 percent o
f

the intervals from 1.6 stand
ard errors below the estimate to 1.6 standard errors above

the estimate would include the average result o
f
a
ll possible

samples.

3
. Approximately 95 percent o
f

the intervals from two stand
ard errors below the estimate to two standard errors above
the estimate would include the average result o

f

all possible

samples.

The average estimate derived from a
ll possible samples may

o
r may not be contained in any particular computed interval.

13
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However, for a particular sample one can say with specified

confidence that the average estimate derived from all possible

samples is included within the constructed interval.

Standard errors may also be used to perform hypothesis

testing, a procedure for distinguishing between population

parameters using sample estimates. The most common types

of hypotheses are 1) the population parameters are identical

or 2) they are different. An example of this would be com
paring the mean annual income of divorced women to the

mean annual income of separated women. Tests may be per

formed at various levels of significance, where a level of
significance is the probability of concluding that the para

meters are different when, in fact, they are identical.
All statements of comparison in the text have passed a
hypothesis test at the O. 10 level of significance or better, and
most have passed a hypothesis test at the O.05 level of
significance or better. This means that, for most differences

cited in the text, the estimated difference between parameters

is greater than twice the standard error of the difference. For
the other differences mentioned, the estimated difference

between parameters is between 1.6 and 2.0 times the
standard error of the difference. When this is the case, the

statement of comparison will be qualified in some way; e.g.,
by use of the phrase “some evidence."

Note when using small estimates. Summary measures (such

as means and percent distributions) are shown in the report

only when the base is 75,000 or greater. Because of the large

standard errors involved, there is little chance that summary

measures would reveal useful information when computed

on a smaller base. Estimated numbers are shown, however,

even though the relative standard errors of these numbers

are larger than those for the corresponding percentages.

These smaller estimates are provided primarily to permit such

combinations of the categories as serve each user's needs.
Standard errors are provided in table B-1 and B-2, and two

standard error parameters (denoted “a” and “b’’) are pro

vided in table B-3 for estimated numbers and percentages of
women in the United States for certain characteristics which

Table B-1. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers
of Women: 1983

(Numbers in thousands)

Size of Standard | Size of Standard
estimate error" | estimate error"

10. . . . . . - - - - - - - - 5 7,000. . . . . . . . . . . 126
75. . . . . . . . . . . . - - 14 8,000. . . . . . . . . . 134

250. . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 9,000. . . . . . . . . . 141

500. . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 10,000. . . . . . . . . 148

1,000. . . . . . . . . . . 50 11,000. . . . . . . . . 154

2,000. . . . . . . . . . . 70 12,000. . . . . . . . . 159

3,000. . . . . . . . . . . 85 13,000. . . . . . . . . 165

4,000. . . . . . . . . . . 98 15,000. . . . . . . . . 174

5,000. . . . . . . . . . . 108 17,000. . . . . . . . . 182

6,000. . . . . . . . . . . 118

*These values must be multiplied by the appro
priate factor in table B-3 to obtain the correct

Table B-2. Standard Errors of Estimated
Percentages of Women: 1983

Estimated percentage"
Base of estimated
percentage

2 or || 5 or | 10 or 25 or
(thousands) 98 95 90 75 50

75. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.6 || 4.0 5.5 7. 9 9.2
200. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.6 2.4 3.4 4.9 5.6
300. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1. 3 || 2.0 2.7 4.0 4.6
400. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.1 1.7 2.4 3.4 4.0
500. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1. 0 | 1.5 2.1 3. 1 3.5
600. . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - - - 0.9 1.4 1.9 2.8 3.2
800. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.8 1.2 1.7 2.4 2.8
1,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.7 1.1 1.5 2.2 2.5
1,200. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.6 1.0 1.4 2.0 2.3
1,500. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.6 0.9 1.2 1.8 2.0
2,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0. 5 || 0.8 1.1 1.5 1.8
3,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.4 || 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.4

4,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.4 || 0.5 0.8 1.1 1.3

5,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3 || 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.1
10,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.2 | 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.8
15,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.2 || 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.6
17,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.2 || 0.3 0.4 0. 5 0.6

*These values must be multiplied by the appropriate
factor in table B-3 to obtain the correct standard
error.

are considered the most important among the data in the
report. A more complete source and reliability statement for
the 1983 data will be published with the forthcoming 1983

detailed report.

Standard errors of estimated numbers and estimated percent

ages. The approximate standard errors of estimated numbers
and percentages can be computed directly with formulae (1)
and (2) below, respectively. The formulae are:

ox = VTEXTEXT (1)

Table B-3. “a” and “b” Parameters for Calculating
Approximate Standard Errors of
Estimated Numbers and Percentages of
Women: 1983

Parameter
Characteristic f

a b factor

Income:
Total or White. . . . . . . . . . -0.000033 2,513 1. 00

Black. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -0.000296 2,873 1. 07
Spanish origin.......... -0.000078 || 6,741 1.64

Persons below the
poverty level:
Total or White.......... -0.000138 ||10,595 2.05
Black. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -0.001093 ||10,595 2.05
Spanish origin.......... -0.000299 ||25,904 3.21

Nonincome:
Total or White.......... -0.000061 || 4,667 1. 36

Black. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I -0.000690 6,693 1.63
Spanish origin. . . . . . . . . . -0.000115 9,959 1.99

standard error.



where x is the size of the estimate and a and b are the

parameters associated with the characteristic; and

otzp) = VB. p (100-p)
x (2)

where x is the size of the subclass of the population which

is the base of the percentage, p is the percentage (Oºpºl OO),

and b is the parameter associated with the characteristic.
Table B-3 provides the values of the a and b parameters

that are used in formulae (1) and (2) to approximate standard

errors of estimated numbers and estimated percentages.

Standard error of a difference. For a difference between two
sample estimates, the standard error is approximately equal to

Where ox and oy are the standard errors of the estimates x

and y; the estimates can be numbers, percents, ratios, etc.
The result of this formula will represent the estimated stand

ard error quite accurately for the difference between two
estimates of the same characteristic in two different areas

or for the difference between two separate and uncorrelated
characteristics in the same area. If

, however, there is a high

positive (negative) correlation between the two character
istics, the formula will overestimate (underestimate) the true
standard error.
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