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Child Support and Alimony: 1983 (Supplemental Report)

(Advance data on child support, alimony, and property settlements were issued in July 1985 in Current Population

Reports, Series P-23, No. 141)

HIGHLIGHTS

e As of spring 1984, 8.7 million mothers were living with
children under 21 years of age whose fathers were not
living in the household; 58 percent or about 5.0 million of
these women were awarded or had an agreement to receive
child support payments for their children as of the survey
date.

e Of the 5.0 million women awarded child support, 4.0 million
were supposed to receive child support for their children
in 1983. (The remaining mothers awarded payments were
not due them in 1983.) Of those due payment, about half
received the full amount they were due. Of the remaining
women, there was no evidence of a difference between
the proportion receiving partial payment and those
receiving no payment at all—about 26 percent and 24 per-
cent, respectively.

® The child support award rate reported in 1984 (58 percent)
was not significantly different from that of 1982. However,
the proportion of women receiving payments in 1983 (76
percent) increased slightly over that of the previous survey
(72 percent).

® The proportion of women awarded child support payments
in 1984 was higher for Whites (67 percent) than for Blacks
(34 percent) or those of Spanish origin (41 percent). (The
percent difference between Black women and those of
Spanish origin was not statistically significant.)

* Women with 4 or more years of college were more likely
to have been awarded support payments (71 percent) than
women with 4 years of high school (61 percent). There was
also some evidence that women with a high school educa-
tion (77 percent) were less likely to receive child support
payments than women with 4 or more years of college (84
percent).

® The average (mean) amount of child support received in
1983 was $2,340. After adjusting for the increase in con-
sumer prices, average child support payments showed no
significant change from the 1981 level of $2,110.

e Of the 2.9 million women below the poverty level with
children present from an absent father in 1984, about 43
percent were awarded child support.

® Only about 916,000 women below the poverty level were
due payments in 1983, and 62 percent of these women
received full or partial payment. Their average payment
amount was $1,430.

'Mean income figures in the text are rounded to the nearest $10.

¢ Only about 14 percent of the 17.4 million ever-divorced or
currently separated women as of spring 1984 were
awarded or had an agreement to receive alimony or
maintenance payments.

e The average amount of alimony received by women in 1983
was $3,980. After adjusting for inflation, this figure
showed no significant change from the 1981 level of
$3,000.

® In spring 1984, about 37 percent of the 14.8 million women
who had ever been divorced reported receiving some form
of property settlement.

INTRODUCTION

The concern has continued over the financial situation of
women and their children after divorce and separation and over
the situation of never-married mothers.? This concern is in
large part due to the low average incomes and accompany-
ing high incidence of poverty among families with female
householders and no husband present.® The demand from
both public and private concerns has correspondingly con-
tinued for data on the economic situation of women and
children after marital dissolution and of never-married mothers.

This report presents information on both the award and
actual receipt of child support to women on behalf of their
children and on alimony for their own support. Additional data
concerning receipt and type of property settilement following
divorce is provided for ever-divorced women.

The Bureau of the Census, under the joint sponsorship with
the Department of Health and Human Services, first con-
ducted a survey specifically designed to obtain data on child
support and alimony in the spring of 1979. The survey, with
minor modifications, was conducted again in both the spring
of 1982 and 1984 by the Bureau of the Census and sponsored,
in part, by the Office of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE),
Department of Health and Human Services. Data from the
1979 and 1982 surveys were presented in Current Popula-

2ln 1984, such concern culminated in the enactment of amendments
to the child support enforcement legislation. These amendments, provi-
sions of which were to take effect prior to 1986, strengthen currently
existing enforcement regulations and add new sanctions for nonpayment
of support. See the “Child Support Enforcement Amendments of 1984,
Pub. L. No. 98-378, 98 Stat. 1305, 42 USC Sections 601 et seq.
(1984).

3For example, in 1983 of families with children under 18, those with
a female householder and no husband present had average incomes of
$11,730 with a poverty rate of 47 percent, compared with $31,520 and
11 percent for all other families. Income figures for families can be found
in table 28 of Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 146; poverty
rates in table 18 of Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 147.



tion Reports, Series P-23, Nos. 112 and 140, respectively.*
Findings from the 1984 survey are presented in this report.

“For a comparison of the 1982 and 1979 surveys, see Current Popula-
tion Reports, Series P-23, No. 140, the section entitled “Changes in the

Survey”.

RECIPIENCY OF CHILD SUPPORT, ALIMONY, AND
PROPERTY SETTLEMENTS

As of spring 1984, there were 8.7 million mothers 18 or

older living with one or more children under 21 years of age
but whose fathers were not living in the household. (See table

A.) About 5.0 million of the mothers (58 percent) were

Table A. Award and Recipiency Status of Women—Child Support and Alimony Payments for all Women and
for Women Below the Poverty Level in 1983 and 1981

(Women as of spring 1984 and 1982. Child support payments for women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent
fathers; alimony payments for ever-divorced or currently separated women)

Child support payments

Alimony payments

Year, award and recipiency status Number Percent Number Percent
(thous.) distribution (thous.) distribution
ALL WOMEN
1983
Total ..o 8,690 100.0 17,392 100.0
Awarded' . ... ... .. ... e 5,015 57.7 2,416 13.9
Supposed to receive payments in 1983 ... 3,995 46.0 791 4.5
Not supposed to receive payments in 1983 1,020 11.7 1,625 9.3
Notawarded' ........................ 3.675 42.3 14,976 86.1
Supposed to receive payments in 1983 . .. 3,995 100.0 791 100.0
Actually received payments . . .. .......... 3,037 76.0 608 76.9
Received fullamount . . ............... 2,018 50.5 416 52.6
Received partial amount . . . ... ......... 1,019 25.5 192 24.3
Did not receive payments . .............. 958 240 183 23.1
1981
Total ... 8,387 100.0 16,996 100.0
Awarded? . .. ... ... 4,969 59.2 2,534 14.9
Supposed to receive payments in 1981 . .. 4,043 48.2 782 4.6
Not supposed to receive payments in 1981 926 11.0 1,752 10.3
Notawarded? .. ...................... 3,417 40.7 14,462 85.1
Supposed to receive payments in 1981 . .. 4,043 100.0 782 100.0
Actually received payments . . .. .......... 2,902 71.8 527 67.4
Received fullamount .. ............... 1,888 46.7 340 43.5
Received partial amount . . . ............ 1,014 25.1 187 23.9
Did not receive payments . .............. 1,140 28.2 255 32.6
WOMEN BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL
1983
Total ....... ...t 2,898 100.0 3,788 100.0
Awarded' . . ... ... ... .. 1,231 42.5 352 9.3
Supposed to receive payments in 1983 . .. 916 31.6 117 3.1
Not supposed to receive payments in 1983 315 10.9 235 6.2
Notawarded' . ....................... 1,667 57.5 3,436 90.7
Supposed to receive payments in 1983 . .. 916 100.0 117 100.0
Actually received payments . . ... ......... 568 62.0 71 60.7
Did not receive payments ............... 348 38.0 46 39.3
1981
Total ........coiiiiiiiiiii. 2,566 100.0 3,548 100.0
Awarded? . . ....... . .. .. e e 1,018 39.7 381 10.7
Supposed to receive payments in 1981 ... 806 31.4 146 4.1
Not supposed to receive payments in 1981 212 8.3 235 6.6
Notawarded? ........................ 1,547 60.3 3,167 89.3
Supposed to receive payments in 1981 . .. 806 100.0 146 100.0
Actually received payments . . .. .......... 495 61.4 81 55.5
Did not receive payments . .............. 311 38.6 65 44.5

'Award status as of spring 1984. 2Award status as of spring 1982.
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awarded or had agreements to receive child support for their
children. About 46 percent of those awarded child support
had health insurance included as part of the award. (See
table 2.)

Only 4.0 million of those awarded child support for their
children were supposed to receive payments in 1983. The re-
maining 1.0 million had been awarded child support but were
not supposed to receive payments in 1983 for a variety of
reasons, such as awarding of payments after the 1983 income
year, death of a previous spouse, or presence of children past
the age of eligibility for payments.

A substantial portion of the 8.7 million women with children
from an absent father were never awarded support payments
for their children. That is, 3.7 million mothers, or about 4 in
every 10, were totally dependent for the support of their
children on sources other than the children’s father. The
majority of mothers without awards wanted child support for
their children (65 percent) but were unable to obtain it. (See
table B.) Only about one-fourth of mothers without awards
reported they did not want child support for their children.
For another 6 percent of the women, awards were pending.
The remaining women (3 percent) had joint custody or ac-
cepted a property settlement in lieu of child support. Overall,
the proportion of women without awards in 1984 showed no
statistically significant change from those reporting in 1982.

Many of the women who were awarded child support
payments did not receive the full amount that they were due.
Of the 4.0 million women awarded and due child support

payments in 1983, 76 percent received some amount of pay-
ment, showing some evidence of an increase over the 1981
rate (72 percent). Mothers were more likely to actually receive
payments for their children when health insurance was also
included in the award (85 percent) than when it was not (68
percent). (See table 1.) For those women who received
payments irregularly or not at all, the main reason reported
was the refusal of the father to pay. (See table 4.)

The magnitude of non-receipt of child support payments
can best be demonstrated by observing the situation of all
women with children present from absent fathers who either
wanted or were due child support. There were about 2.6
million mothers as of the survey date without awards who
wanted but did not receive child support for their children
(excluding those women who either did not want payments,
who had joint custody, or who accepted a property settlement
instead). Another 1.0 million mothers did not receive
payments, of the 4.0 million who were awarded and due child
support in 1983. Combining these two groups, there were 6.6
million mothers either wanting or due child support payments
for their children, with only 46 percent of them actually
receiving any amount of payment.

Of the women who did receive child support for their
children in 1983, the mean amount of payment was $2,340,
about 18 percent of their average total money income. The
corresponding average in 1981 was $2,110. (See tables C and
D.) After adjusting for inflation over the period from 1981, the
1983 average child support payment did not change

Table B. Child Support Award Status and Reason for Non-Award, by Selected Characteristics of Women

{(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984)

Not awarded child support payments
Reason for non-award (percent)
Characteristic
Property Wanted
settiement but could
Final or joint Did not not
Total Total agreement custody want obtain
(thous.) (thous.) pending in lieu award award'
Total ........ ... 8,690 3,675 6.1 3.2 25.8 65.0
Current marital status?:
Married®. . . ........ ... .. ... ... 2,129 516 4.5 5.4 40.5 49.8
Divorced ..................... 3,204 761 4.9 8.1 229 64.1
Separated . ................... 1,451 858 17.5 0.5 17.8 64.2
Never married . ................ 1,854 1,526 0.9 1.2 26.7 711
Race and Spanish origin:
White ....................... 6,183 2,045 8.8 4.9 29.8 56.5
Black . . ............ ... . .. ..., 2,341 1,653 2.8 0.9 19.8 76.4
Spanish origin® . . .. ............. 790 467 71 0.2 28.3 64.5
Year of divorce or separation®:
1980 and later. . ............... 3,009 1,079 16.2 5.0 21. 57.2
1975101979 .. ............... 2,079 483 4.3 5.4 24.8 65.6
1970101974 .. .. ... ... ........ 1,104 330 21 3.9 30.3 63.6
Before 1970 .................. 645 256 2.3 1.2 34.4 62.

'Agreement not sought or reached because of inability to locate father, establish paternity, or some other reason.
2Excludes a small number of currently widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.

3Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
“Women of Spanish origin may be of any race.
SExcludes never-married women.
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Table C. Selected Characteristics of Women, by Child Support Recipiency and Amount Received in 1983

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984)

Supposed to receive child support in 1983
Actually received child support in 1983
Characteristic Percent
awarded Mean Mean
child child total
Total support Total support money
{thous.) payments (thous.) Percent payments income

Allwomen .................. 8,690 57.7 3,995 76.0 $2,341 $13,132

marital status:

Cul\r,;:rr:'ged' ...................... 2,129 75.8 1,226 71.9 2,164 11,602
Divorced .......... ... 3,204 76.2 2,092 76.4 2,491 14,986
Separated . ..........c000nuann 1,451 40.9 434 87.1 2,682 11,207
Widowed? . ................... 53 (B) 24 (B) (B) (B)
Never married ................. 1,854 17.7 219 75.8 1,132 7.257

Race and Spanish origin:
aWhite . .p ....... g ............. 6,183 66.9 3,389 77.1 2,475 13,5634
Black . . it 2,341 33.7 534 69.3 1,465 10,188
Spanish origin® . . ............... 790 40.9 252 62.7 1,839 10,067

Educational attainment:

Lessthan 12 years ............. 2,247 42.4 707 66.1 1,635 7,637

High school: 4 vyears ........... 4,201 61.2 2,056 76.5 2,159 12,351

College: Tto3vyears ........ 1,508 64.1 784 79.2 2,332 14,169

4 years or more . .... 734 71.3 447 84.1 4,118 21,520

Number of own children from an absent

father:

Onechid..................... 4,437 56.3 1,930 77.6 1,779 12,524

Twochildren . ................. 2,797 61.8 1,466 74.5 2,782 14,204

Three children . ................ 1,008 57.4 459 72.3 2,943 12,146

Four childrenormore . .. ......... 448 46.2 139 83.5 3,705 13,698

Age:
18to29vyears................. 3,077 43.6 1,071 72.9 1,723 9,142
30to39vyears................. 3,316 68.6 1,947 78.4 2,356 13,545
40 yearsandover .............. 2,298 60.9 976 74.8 2,968 16,534

Residence:

Inside metropolitan areas . ........ 6,250 55.7 2,735 76.7 2,527 14,123
In central cities . . ............. 3,204 48.0 1,167 73.4 2,288 13,820
Outside central cities. . . ........ 3,046 63.8 1,568 79.3 2,691 14,331

Outside metropolitan areas . . ... ... 2,440 62.8 1,260 74.4 1,924 10,914

Tenure:

Owneroccupied . .. ............. 4,090 67.2 2,179 79.6 2,591 14,627

Renter occupied . ... ............ 4,477 48.8 1,757 71.6 2,018 11,256

Occupier paid nocashrent........ 123 65.0 59 (B) (B) (B)

Region:

Northeast..................... 1,686 50.2 691 78.6 2,323 13,383

Midwest . ...........c. i 2,068 68.9 1,077 72.0 2,527 13,327

South .......... ..., 3,135 54.6 1,409 80.3 2,272 12,926

West . ...t 1,801 57.2 817 72.0 2,241 13,037

Occupation of longest job in 1983:

Total* . ... ... 5,910 63.8 3,091 78.6 2,385 15,066
Managerial and professional specialty . . 1,079 69.5 624 81.3 2,935 21,142
Technical, sales, and admin. support .. 2,542 67.4 1.411 81.4 2,515 15,219
Service .. ... e 1,338 55.4 597 70.9 1,868 9,653
Farming, forestry, and fishing ....... 52 (B) 25 (B) (8) (B)
Precision production, craft, and repair . 147 68.7 83 75.9 (8) (B)
Operators, fabricators, and laborers . . . 753 57.9 350 76.3 1,792 12,526
Type of income in 1983:

Withearnings. . ................ 5,903 63.7 3,083 78.7 2,387 15,086
With other income® . ... ........ 4,579 72.9 2,861 84.8 2,387 15,086

With government transfer
payments . ............... 1,290 60.3 604 71.7 1,895 10,704
With other unearned income. . . . 3,554 76.1 2,344 86.7 2,528 15,916

Without other income . ......... 1,324 32.0 223 (X) (X) (X)

Without earnings®. . . ... ......... 2,787 45.0 911 67.2 2,158 5,388
With government transfer

payments ................. 1,742 38.3 472 58.3 1,492 6,390

With other unearned income . . ... 838 72.1 491 80.9 2,492 6,047

B Base less than 75,000. X Not applicable.

'Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce. *Widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
3Women of Spanish origin may be of any race. *Excludes women whose longest job was in the Armed Forces.
*Detail does not add to total because some women may have more than one or none of the specified type.




Table D. Comparison of Mean Child Support and Alimony Payments Received by Women in 1983 and 1981,

by Selected Characteristics

Mean child support Mean alimony
1981 Percent 1981

change, Percent

Characteristic child change,

support alimony

1983 Current in 1983 1983 Current in 1983

1983 dollars dollars dollars 1983 dollars dollars dollars

Total ............. $2,341 $2,307 $2,106 1.6 $3,976 $3,286 $3,000 21.0
Current marital status’:

Married? . ........... 2,164 2,091 1,909 3.5 (B) (B) (B) (X)

Divorced . . .......... 2,491 2,431 2,220 2.5 4,450 3,292 3,006 *35.2

Separated . . ......... 2,682 2,600 2,374 3.2 3,233 3,605 3,291 -10.3

Never-married .. ...... 1,132 1,112 1,015 1.8 (X) (X) (X) (X)

Race and Spanish origin:

White . ............. 2,475 2,388 2,180 3.6 4,292 3,330 3,040 28.9

Black .............. 1,465 1,796 1,640 *-18.4 (B) (B) (B) (X)

Spanish origin® . ...... 1,839 2,265 2,068 -18.8 (8) (B) (B) (X)
Educational attainment:

Less than 12 years .. .. 1,635 1,837 1,677 **.16.4 (B) 1,910 1,744 (X)

High school: 4 years . .. 2,159 2,091 1,909 3.2 3,015 2,610 2,383 16.5

College: 1to3yrs . 2,332 2,529 2,309 -7.8 4,968 4,568 4,171 8.8

4 years or
more . ... 4,118 3,383 3,089 21.7 5,096 4,867 4,444

B Base less than 75,000.

X Not applicable.

*Significant between the 90- and 95-percent confidence levels.
* *Significant at the 95-percent confidence level.

'Excludes a small number of currently widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.

?Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
3Women of Spanish origin may be of any race.

significantly. During both years, child support payments as
a percentage of the average income of men ($18,110 in 1983
and $16,520 in 1981) did not change significantly.®

In general, women who received support payments for their
children tended to be better off financially than women who
did not receive payments. On average, the total money income
of women due payments but not receiving them ($8,430) was
below the mean income of women receiving payments
($13,130). (See figure 1.) These averages differed by an
amount greater than the mean child support payment. The
mean income for women not awarded payments ($7,390) was
lower than the average income of those who were due
payments, whether or not the payments were actually
received, and was also lower than the average income of all
women over the age of 18 ($9,037).°

In addition, the economic situation of the woman’s family
tended to be better for women receiving payments, although
influenced greatly by the type of family in which she lived.
Of the 4.0 million families with women due child support, the
average family income of those receiving payments was

SMean child support payments were compared with mean income of
all males as a proxy, since the mean income of absent fathers was not
available from the survey. Hence, for a meaningful comparison to be made,
it must be assumed that the average income of all males was also repre-
sentative of the average income of absent fathers. Income figures for males
can be found in table 39 of Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No.
146.

%See Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 146, table 45.

$23,360, compared with $18,540 for those in which women
did not receive payments due for their children. (See table 5.)
Of these 4.0 million families, 2.6 million {or 66 percent) were
families with female householders and no husband present.
Families with female householders had much lower average
incomes, whether or not child support was received. When
child support was received, their total income averaged
$16,600 compared with $37,340 for all other families. If child
support due was not received, the average income for families
with female householders was only $10,820, compared with
$30,140 for all other families.

Very few of the women eligible for alimony or maintenance
payments were awarded them, and those receiving payments
were likely to have higher income than those who did not.
There were 17.4 million ever-divorced or currently separated
women as of spring 1984. Only about 2.4 million, or 14 per-
cent, were awarded (or had an agreement to receive) alimony
or maintenance payments; the remaining 86 percent were
never awarded payments. (See table A.) About 791,000
women awarded payments were supposed to receive them
in 1983. The recipiency rate for these women in 1983 (77
percent) was up from 1981 (67 percent).

The average alimony or maintenance payment for women
recipients in 1983 was $3,980, or about 22 percent of their
average total money income. After adjusting for inflation, there
was no significant change from the 1981 level of $3,000. (See
table D.) Alimony payments as a percentage of the mean in-



Figure 1.
Mean Income of Women With Children Under 21 Years
of Age Present From Absent Fathers: 1983
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come of men (22 percent) showed no statistically significant
change between the two years.” As can be seen from figure
2, the mean total money income for women receiving alimony
payments ($17,790) was higher than that of both women due
payments but not receiving them ($11,260) and of women not
awarded payments ($10,160). However, there was no evidence
of a difference in mean total money income for the latter two
groups.

The survey also collected a limited amount of information
from ever-divorced women on the type of property settiements
they received following divorce. Property settlements were
defined as a one-time cash settlement or other property (for
example, house or other real estate, cars, or furniture). Only
37 percent of the 14.8 million women who had ever been
divorced as of spring 1984 reported that they received some
form of property settlement. Of women awarded a property
settlement, about one-fourth reported receiving a “‘one-time”
cash settiement as all or part of the award. (See table E.)

CHARACTERISTICS OF WOMEN AWARDED
CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS

The award and receipt of child support payments varied
widely according to women's characteristics, such as divorce

’Mean alimony payments were compared with the mean income of all
males as a proxy, since the income of ex-husbands was not available from
the survey. The above analysis assumes that the average income of all
males is representative of the average income of ex-husbands.

status, race, education, age, and place of residence. Of the
8.7 million women with children from a father not living in
the household, the ones more likely than average (58 percent)
to be awarded child support payments were ever-divorced®
women, White women, women who had attended college,
women over 30, women living outside of central cities, and
those living in the Midwest. (See table C.) Also more likely
than average to be awarded payments were women in
managerial or technical occupations and homeowners. Of
those awarded child support and due payments in 1983, the
percent actually receiving payment was higher than average
for women who were currently separated, had completed 4
or more years of college, and were technical workers.

For women who actually received child support payments
in 1983, the mean amount tended to be higher for the groups
that were more likely to be awarded and to receive payment.
Among those with higher than average payment amounts
($2,340) were women with 4 or more years of college, women
over the age of 40, and women in managerial occupations.
There was some evidence that women living outside central
cities within metropolitan areas and women owning their own
homes also received higher amounts than average. Those with
lower than average payment amounts included never-married
women, Black women, women who had not completed high

*Ever-divorced mothers include those women currently divorced or
remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.




school, and women under age 30. Also receiving lower than
average payments were women in service and operator
occupations and those who received government transfer

payments. There was some evidence of lower payment
amounts for women living outside metropolitan areas and for
those who were renters.

Figure 2.

Mean Income of Ever-Divorced or Currently

Separated Women:
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! Excludes women who were awarded payments but were not supposed to receive them in 1983.

Table E. Receipt and Type of Property Settlement for Ever-Divorced Women, by Maritai Status and Presence of
Own Children From an Absent Father
(Women with children under 21 years of age present as of spring 1984)

Property settiement reached
Type of settlement (percent)
Characteristic
No Cash'
settlement Other and
Total reached Total Cash’ types? other
(thous.) (thous.) (thous.) only only types?
Total ...................... 14,761 9,269 5,492 21.6 741 4.3
Current marital status:
Divorced ..................... 7.404 4,406 2,998 238 71.7 4.4
Married®. . .................... 6,366 4,123 2,243 18.6 77.4 4.0
Widowed* . ................... 991 740 251 21.5 71.7 6.8
Presence of own children from an
absent father:
No children present . .. .......... 9,375 6,073 3,302 22.5 72.7 4.8
One or more children present . . . ... 5,385 3,196 2,190 20.3 76.1 3.6

'A one-time cash settiement.

2Other property (e.g., house, other real estate, cars, or furnishings).
3Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
“Widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.



Overall, the child support award rate showed no significant
change from the previous survey, while the recipiency rate
showed some evidence of an increase. Only minimal changes
occurred in the award rates between the two years by selected
characteristics of the child’s mother; all significant changes
in the recipiency rates by characteristic were increases. There
was some evidence of an increase in the award rate for women
paying no cash rent (from 42 percent to 65 percent) and a
decrease for currently divorced women (81 percent to 76 per-
cent) and women living in the West (63 percent to 57 per-
cent). Those women experiencing an increase in recipiency
rates after award of child support for their children included
White women (from 73 percent to 77 percent) women com-
pleting high school (72 percent to 77 percent), women with
one child (68 percent to 78 percent), those under 30 years
of age (62 percent to 73 percent), those living in the South
(71 percent to 80 percent), and those with earnings (73 per-
cent to 79 percent). There was also evidence of an increase
for women living inside metropolitan areas (from 73 percent
to 77 percent) and for those living in owner-occupied housing
(75 percent to 80 percent.)?

As stated above, the overall average child support payment
in 1983 showed no significant change in real terms from the
level of 1981. There were few changes in average payment
amount from 1981 to 1983 by selected characteristics, and
the only significant changes were declines. (See table D.)

As reported in 1984, the proportion of women awarded
payments and the mean amounts received showed some
variation by marital status. The award rate for ever-divorced
mothers (76 percent) was higher than for currently separated
or never-married mothers (41 and 18 percents, respectively).
A greater proportion of mothers who were currently separated
(87 percent) actually received payments than did the others
(75 percent). Never-married mothers received a lower mean
amount ($1,130) of child support payments than did those of
other marital statuses ($2,410).

The award of payments for the support of children varied
widely according to the race and Spanish origin of the mother.
Black mothers and those of Spanish origin living apart from
the father of their children were much less likely than their
White counterparts to be awarded child support. Approxi-
mately 67 percent of White mothers with children from an
absent father were awarded child support payments, com-
pared with 34 percent for Black and 41 percent for those of
Spanish origin. Once awarded, the recipiency rate did not vary
by race or Spanish origin. However, payment amounts for
Black women were smaller, on the average, than for White
mothers.

There was some evidence of smaller average payments for
those of Spanish origin as well. (No statistically significant
difference was discerned between Black women and those
of Spanish origin for either award rate or payment amount.)

Award status also differed by the educational attainment
of the mother. Those who were not high school graduates
were less likely to be awarded and to receive child support

*See Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 140, table B.

for their children than those with higher educational attain-
ments. In addition, their support payments ($1,640) were
lower than for more highly-educated mothers ($2,490). (See
table C.) There are several potential explanations for the rela-
tionship between educational attainment and recipiency rates
and average child support payments. In general, there is a
positive correlation between the educational attainment of
husbands and wives. Since more highly educated husbands
are more likely to have higher incomes, they are also more
likely to be in a better economic position to provide child sup-
port payments. Also, it is possible that more highly educated
women are more effective in using the legal system to obtain
and assure receipt of support payments. However, the survey
design did not allow these hypotheses to be tested directly.

Another factor related to the payment of child support is
the number of children the mother has living with her in the
absence of their father. Women with three children or fewer
were more likely than those with four or more to be awarded
payments. However, there was no significant difference in the
recipiency rate according to the number of children. As is to
be expected, average child support paymerits for mothers with
only one child were lower than those with two or more children
present. However, there was no significant difference in the
mean support payments between women with two, three, or
four or more children present.

As might be expected, the age of the mother was related
to the awarding of child support payments for her children.
About 65 percent of women over 30 with children from an
absent father were awarded payments, compared with 44 per-
cent of younger women. However, for those women who were
awarded payments and due them in 1983, there was no
significant difference in recipiency according to the mother’s
age. Age was positively associated with the amount received,
with women under 30 years of age receiving $1,720, on the
average, while those between 30 and 39 averaged $2,360
and those 40 years and over averaged $2,970. The older the
absent fathers, the more likely they would be to have advanced
farther in their line of work. Their correspondingly higher in-
comes should make them better able to support their children
than younger absent fathers.

The awarding and receipt of child support payments showed
some variation by type of residence and tenure. Mothers who
lived inside central cities within metropolitan areas were less
likely to be awarded payments than women whose residence
was outside of central cities. This finding may be correlated
with the relatively high concentration of Black families in cen-
tral cities, since a smaller proportion of Black women were
awarded child support for their children than were other
women. Women who lived in their own homes were more
likely to be awarded and to receive child support payments,
and the average payments received were higher ($2,590) than
for those who were renters ($2,020).

Child support awards did not vary greatly among women
according to their residence within one of the four major
regions of the country. However, women living in the Midwest
(formerly the North Central Region) were more likely to be
awarded or have an agreement to receive support payments




for their children than the others. Actual recipiency of child
support in 1983 showed little variation by region, but women
in the Northeast and South were more likely than those in the
Midwest and West to actually receive payments once
awarded. There were no significant regional differences in the
average amount of child support received.

The occupation of the mother showed some correlation
with the awarding and receipt of child support. Women in
managerial, technical, and precision production occupations
were more likely to be awarded payments (68 percent) than
were women in service or operator occupations (56 percent).
Women in other than service occupations were also more
likely to receive payments for their children (80 percent) than
women in service occupations (71 percent). Average payment
amounts received by women in managerial and technical
occupations ($2,640) were higher than amounts received by
service workers and operators ($1,840).

Award and receipt of child support differed according to
whether or not the child’s mother was an earner. A higher
percentage of women with earnings in 1983 were awarded
or had agreements to receive child support payments than
women who did not receive any income from this source (64
percent versus 45 percent). The actual child support recipi-
ency rate for women with agreements was higher for women
with earnings than without. However, there was no signifi-
cant difference in average payment amount received by earner
status.

Women receiving government transfer payments were less
likely to have child support for their children. Of those mothers
with government transfer payments, only 48 percent had been
awarded child support compared to 63 percent for those
without transfer payments. They were also less likely to
receive payments once awarded (66 percent, compared with
80 percent for women without transfer payments), and their
average payment amount was lower ($1,740 as compared
with $2,520).

CHARACTERISTICS OF WOMEN AWARDED
CHILD SUPPORT BY POVERTY STATUS IN 1983

Of the 8.7 million mothers of children with an absent father,
about 2.9 million, or about 33 percent, had incomes below
the poverty level in 1983. Their overall poverty rate showed
no statistically significant increase from the 1981 rate. Of the
2.9 million mothers in poverty, 1.2 million (42 percent) had
child support awards or agreements. About one-third of the
1.2 million had health insurance included in the award. The
award rates showed no significant difference from those of
the previous survey. (See tables A and F.)

Among mothers below the poverty level, 58 percent were
not awarded child support, compared with 42 percent of all
mothers. A substantial majority of the poor wanted child
support awards (75 percent). (See table 2.) Only 18 percent
of poor mothers did not want awards, and the remaining 7
percent were either awaiting awards, had joint custody, or
accepted property settlements instead.

The poverty rate for mothers with children from an absent
father varied considerably according to child support award

status. The poverty rate for women who were awarded child
support payments was 25 percent. In contrast, about 45
percent of those who were not awarded payments were below
the poverty level.

Of the 916,000 mothers below the poverty level who were
due child support in 1983 for their children, only 6 out of 10
received payments. The average child support for these
women was $1,430, while the average for all women was
$2,340. For mothers below the poverty level who received
child support for their children, payments represented almost
one-third of their average total income ($4,790); this com-
pares with less than one-fifth for all women.

Of those below the poverty level, the variation in award of
child support according to the mothers’ characteristics
paralleled that for all women. For example, ever-divorced
mothers were more likely to be awarded payments (68 per-
cent) than were separated mothers (41 percent) or the never
married (only 17 percent). White women below the poverty
level were more likely to have payment awards than Black
women or women of Spanish origin. (However, there was no
statistically significant difference between Black women and
women of Spanish origin). Those who had not completed high
school were also less likely to have awards than those with
at least a high school education. Because of the small sam-
ple size, statistically significant differences in recipiency rates
and the amount of child support payments by race and
Spanish origin for women in poverty could not be determined.

THE DEFICIT IN CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS

It is of interest to compare the amount of child support
payments that were received by mothers due payments for
their children with the amount that they would have received
if full payments were made. As mentioned above, the average
child support payment for the 3.0 million women who actually
received payments in 1983 was $2,340, and their average
total money income was $13,130. However, for the 4.0 million
women who were supposed to receive payments in 1983
(which includes the 1.0 million women who did not receive
payments), the overall average amount of child support was
$1,780, the mean total income $12,010. Table G shows the
average payment that would have been received if the full
amount due had been made. For example, the mean child
support payments to all mothers who were supposed to
receive them would have been $2,520, and they would have
had, on average, a total money income of $12,770. The
magnitude of the child support payments that were due but
were not received for the year 1983 may be illustrated more
clearly as follows: The aggregate amount of child support
payments due in 1983 was $10.1 billion, but actual payments
received amounted to only about $7.1 billion during that year.®

°The aggregate payments due refer only to the total due for the income
year 1983 based on the information reported by the women in the survey;
arrearages are not included in the aggregate figure.

The deficit as computed here is only the difference between awarded
payments (or payments agreed to) and actual payments. It does not reflect
any value judgment as to the reasonableness or adequacy of the awards,
either at the time of the award or for the future when circumstances may
have changed.
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Table F. Number of Women Below the Poverty Level and Poverty Rate in 1983, by Child Support Award Status

and Selected Characteristics

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984)

Total Payments agreed to or awarded Not awarded
Supposed to receive
Total payments in 1983
Characteristic
Received Did not receive
payments payments
Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty
Number rate | Number rate | Number rate Number rate | Number rate
Total ............... 2,898 33.3 1,231 24.5 568 18.7 348 36.3 1,667 45.4
Current marital status':
Married? .............. 187 8.8 120 7.4 45 5.1 45 (B) 66 12.8
Divorced .............. 925 28.9 632 25.9 287 18.0 228 46.2 293 38.5
Separated ............. 726 50.0 297 50.1 158 41.8 31 (B) 428 49.9
Never married .......... 1,048 56.5 177 54.0 77 46.4 42 (B) 871 57.1
Race and Spanish origin:
White ................ 1,577 25.5 828 20.0 403 15.4 250 32.3 750 36.7
Black . ................ 1,256 53.7 375 47.6 153 41.4 90 54.9 882 56.8
Spanish origin®. . . ....... 394 49.9 116 35.9 53 33.5 23 24.5 278 59.5
Educational attainment:
Less than 12 years ...... 1,290 57.4 426 44.7 176 37.7 134 55.8 864 66.8
High school: 4 years . ... 1,209 28.8 591 23.0 291 18.5 149 30.8 618 38.0
College: 1to3yrs .. 338 22.4 182 18.8 84 135 53 32.5 156 28.7
4 years or
more . .... 62 8.4 32 6.1 17 4.5 12 (B) 30 14.2
Number of own children
from an absent father:
Onechid.............. 1,259 28.4 498 19.9 220 14.7 126 29.1 762 39.3
Two children . .......... 897 32.1 411 23.8 200 18.3 140 37.3 486 45.5
Three children . ......... 482 47.8 227 39.2 104 31.3 63 49.6 255 59.4
Four children or more . . . . . 260 58.0 96 46.4 44 37.9 18 (8) 164 68.0

B Base less than 75,000.

'Excludes a small number of currently widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.

2Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.

3Women of Spanish origin may be of any race.

Table G. Mean Child Support and Total Money Income of Women Due Child Support Payments in 1983, by Type
of Arrangement and Method of Payment

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984)

Actual amount of If full amount of payments
payments received had been received
Characteristic Mean Mean
child Mean child Mean
support total support total
Number payments' money payments money
(thous.) received income due income
All payments? . . ... ........... 3,995 $1,779 $12,005 $2,521 $12,774
Type of arrangement:
Courtordered. . ................ 2,524 1,334 10,976 2,288 11,931
Voluntary . . ................... 1,297 2,591 14,278 2,958 14,726
Method of payment:
Directly from father . ............ 1,993 2,072 13,149 2,710 13,840
Through a court or public agency . . . 1,920 1,380 10,803 2,240 11,666

'Mean amount based on all women due payments, whether or not payments were received.
?Includes a small number of women whose arrangement type was ‘‘other’’ or whose method of payment was by ‘‘some other method,’’

not shown separately.
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Figure 3.

Child Support: Percent of Women Due Payments in 1983, by
Proportion of Payment Received and Type of Arrangement

Percent
80
60 Type of arrangement 1
Court ordered
Voluntary
40
20
Received full Received partial Received no
amount due amount payment

A small number of women had "other” arrangement types, not shown separately.

The complete payment of child support to women below the
poverty level, however, would have had little impact on their
poverty status. Even if the women awarded and due payment
in 1983 had received all the payments they were supposed
to receive, the change in their poverty rate would not have
been statistically significant. (See table 6.)

The size of the deficit between payments due and received
in 1983 as reported by this survey varied by the type of
arrangement that the mother had to receive support payments
for her child. About three-fifths of the women who were sup-
posed to receive child support payments in 1983 had a “court-
ordered’’ agreement. However, a court order did not seem to
be an effective method of ensuring full payment, since only
40 percent of the women with court-ordered payments receiv-
ed the full amount due; 32 percent received no payment at
all (figure 3). The mean amount received under a court-ordered
agreement was $1,330 in 1983. If the full amount of payments
due had been received, the average payment would have been
$2,290. Therefore, women with court orders received on
average only 58 percent of the amount they were due.

In contrast, women who were supposed to receive child
support payments under a voluntary written agreement
generally fared better than women who were awarded
payments by the courts. Of the women in the former category,
69 percent actually received the full amount of payment due,
and only 9 percent received no payment at all. Their mean

child support payment was $2,590, about twice as high as
the mean for women with a “‘court-ordered” agreement. (See
table 6.) If women with a voluntary written agreement had
received the full payments due, the average amount would
have been $370 higher ($2,960). Therefore, these women
received 88 percent of the average payment amount they were
due for their children, in sharp contrast with women who had
court-ordered payments. Also, women with voluntary written
agreements generally had higher total money incomes than
women with court-ordered agreements (See table G.)

Not only was there variation in the receipt of child support
for all women due payments by the type of agreement (court-
ordered or voluntary written agreement), but differences were
also observed by the method of payment. A greater propor-
tion of women who received payment directly from their
child’s father got the full amount that they were due (56 per-
cent) than those who received payment through a court or
public agency (44 percent). The mean payment was $2,070
when received directly from the father, compared with $1,380
when received through a court or public agency; the com-
parable amounts actually due were $2,710 and $2,240,
respectively. Thus, women with payments directly from the
father averaged 76 percent of the amount due, while the
amount received through a court or public agency was 62 per-
cent of that due.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF WOMEN AWARDED
ALIMONY PAYMENTS

Of the 17.4 million ever-divorced or currently separated
women as of spring 1984, only about 14 percent were
awarded or had an agreement to receive alimony or
maintenance payments. The proportion showed little varia-
tion by demographic or economic characteristics. However,
women who were more likely than average (14 percent) to
have an award were women over the age of 40, women who
had attended college, women who were divorced or separated
prior to 1970, and those not working at or during the 5-year
interval prior to the time of the separation. (See table H.) There
was also some evidence that White women were more likely
than average to be awarded alimony. Among those less likely
than average to receive an award were currently separated
women, Black women, and women under 30 years of age.
Also less likely were women who had not graduated from high
school, women with one or more children present from an
absent father, and women who were working at the time of
separation.

The recipiency rate for women due alimony payments in
1983 showed little variation according to the woman's
characteristics. However, the percentage of women receiving
payments was higher than average (77 percent) for women
working part time at the time of separation. Remarried women
were less likely than average to receive payments.

The average amount of alimony received in 1983 was
$3,980, about 22 percent of the total income of those reci-

pients. (See table H.) Women over 40 received higher than
average payment amounts. There was also some evidence of

higher payment amounts for women without children and
women living in the western region of the country. (See table
9.) Women with lower than average alimony payments
included women under 40, women with children, and women
without earnings. Women who had completed high school
only, those living outside of metropolitan areas, and those who
did not work in 1983 also showed evidence of lower than
average payments.

The overall award rate for alimony as reported in 1984 was
not significantly different from that reported in 1982, but the
recipiency rate did change somewhat from the previous
survey. Overall, the percent of women receiving alimony
payments in 1983 (77 percent) showed some evidence of an
increase from 1981 (67 percent). Some variation in the reci-
piency rate from that of the previous survey was also observed
according to the characteristics of the women, and the only
variations were increases. For example, a higher percentage
of women working full time received payments in 1983 (75
percent) than in 1981 (62 percent). There was also some
evidence of an increased rate of recipiency for the currently
separated (87 percent, up from 68 percent), women with 1
to 3 years of college (84 percent, up from 68 percent), and
women with at least one child present from an absent father
(79 percent, up from 66 percent).

Overall, the average alimony payment in 1983 showed no
statistically significant change from 1981. There were few

significant changes observed in average amounts received
between the two years (after adjusting for inflation) according
to women's characteristics!' The changes that were observed
were increases and included payments to currently divorced
women, to women with no children present from an absent
father, and to women working full time, whether at the time
of separation or during the year payments were received. (See
table D and table 9.)

As reported in the 1984 survey, award and receipt of alimony
payments varied by the women’'s work experience. Women
who worked during the 5-year period prior to the time of
separation and those who worked full time at separation were
less likely to be awarded payments (11 percent) than women
who did not work during the five years prior to separation or
who worked only part time at separation (17 percent). (See
table H.) This is consistent with the notion of alimony as a
transitional payment, that is, a support payment for the
woman during a period of training or retraining prior to enter-
ing the labor force or until the event of remarriage. Moreover,
wives working part time contribute a smaller proportion of
the family income, on average, than those who work full time.
Since the pattern of working part time may continue after
divorce, alimony can provide a substantial part of their
livelihood. Actual recipiency of payments differed somewhat
according to the work status of the the woman at the time
of separation. About 93 percent of women working part time
at the time of separation received payments in 1983, com-
pared with 75 percent for all other women. However, there
was no significant difference in recipiency rates according to
work status in 1983. Conversely, the average amount of
alimony payment received did not vary by the woman’s work
status at the time of separation, but women who worked in
1983 received a higher amount ($4,320) than women who
did not work in that year ($2,920). This finding is contrary
to what might be expected. However, the lower average pay-
ment amount may be reflective of other factors, such as the
current marital status of the women (for the remarried) or of
the ex-husband’s economic situation, a factor which this
survey cannot measure.

Of the 17.4 million ever-divorced or currently separated
women, 3.8 million (or 22 percent) were living below the
poverty line. Of the 3.8 million poor, only 9 percent were
awarded alimony payments as of spring 1984. Of the 117,000
poor women due payments in 1983, about 6 out of 10
received some amount of payment. Because of the small sam-
ple size, the mean alimony and total money incomes for
women receiving payments are not available.

CHARACTERISTICS OF WOMEN RECEIVING
PROPERTY SETTLEMENTS

For the 14.8 million ever-divorced women as of spring 1984,
whether a woman was more or less likely than average to

"'See Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 140, table 8, for 1981
average alimony payment figures.
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Table H. Selected Characteristics of Ever-Divorced or Currently Separated Women, by Alimony Recipiency and

Amount Received
(Women as of spring 1984)

Supposed to receive alimony in 1983

Actually received alimony

in 1983
Characteristic
Percent Mean
awarded Mean total
Total alimony Total alimony money
(thous.) payments (thous.) Percent payments income
Allwomen .................. 17,392 13.9 791 76.9 $3,976 $17,785
Marital status':

Married?. . ......... it 6,366 13.8 90 50.0 (B) (B)

Divorced ............ccuvunuon. 7,404 15.4 529 78.4 4,450 18,465

Separated . ................... 2,631 10.2 168 86.9 3.233 16,891

Race and Spanish origin:

White . ..........c.i ... 14,485 15.4 709 75.9 4,292 18,604

Black . . .......oiiiiiiiiia 2,595 6.3 75 86.7 (B) (B)

Spanishorigin® . . ............... 1,118 12.3 46 (B) (B) (B)

Age:

18to29vyears................. 2,985 6.5 90 64.4 (B) (B)

30to39vyears................. 5,135 10.8 254 78.3 2,457 16,126

40 yearsandover .............. 9,272 18.0 447 78.5 5,332 20,109

Educational attainment:

Lessthan 12vyears.............. 4,911 10.2 119 62.2 (B) (B)

High school: 4 years ............ 7,698 13.9 314 73.6 3,015 16,393

College: Tto3vyears ........ 2,867 16.6 189 84.1 4,968 17,259

4 years ormore ...... 1,915 19.2 169 85.2 5,096 24,789
Presence of own children from an

absent father:

No children present . ............ 10,556 15.2 369 74.5 5,262 17,781

One or more children present ... ... 6,836 11.8 422 78.9 2,915 17,788

Year of divorce or separation

1980 andlater. . ............... 5,663 12.2 435 81.1 4,463 18,488

1975t01979 . ................ 4,108 12.0 192 80.7 3,755 18,525

1970101974 . ................ 2,583 13.0 96 74.0 (B) (B)

Before 1970 .................. 5,149 17.7 69 (B) (B) (B)

Work experience in 1983:

Worked . ........ ... .. 11,451 13.7 603 76.1 4,319 20.561
Fulltime .................... 8,879 13.1 450 75.3 4,330 22,523
Parttime.................... 2,672 15.9 153 78.4 4,289 15,043

Didnotwork .................. 5,941 14.2 188 79.3 2,915 9,216

Work experience before or at time of
separation:
Worked during 5 years before or at
time of separation .. .............. 13,774 12.9 576 75.7 3.709 18,366
Worked at time of separation. .. .. 10,785 12.2 449 76.8 3,759 19,260
Worked at full-time jobs . . .. ... 9,204 11.56 354 72.3 3,885 19,589
Worked at part-time jobs ...... 1,581 16.6 96 92.7 3,394 18,309
Did not work at time of separation 6,607 16.6 342 76.9 4,259 15,853
Did not work during 5 years prior
or at time of separation ......... 3,618 17.6 215 80.0 4,648 16,317

B Base less than 75,000.

'Excludes a small number of currently widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
?Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.

3Women of Spanish origin may be of any race.

receive a property settlement varied according to her
demographic characteristics. Women more likely than average
(37 percent) to have a property settlement were currently
divorced women, women with 4 or more years of college, and
those with at least one child. (See table I.) There was some

evidence that women between the ages of 30 and 39 were
also more likely to have had a settlement. Among those less
likely than average to have received a property settlement were
widowed women who had previously been divorced, Black
women, women under 30 years of age, and women who had
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Table |. Selected Characteristics of Ever-Divorced Women, by Receipt of Property Settlements

(Women as of spring 1984)

No Property Percent
settlement settlement receiving
Characteristic Total reached reached a property
(thous.) (thous.) (thous.) settilement
Total ... e 14,761 9,269 5,492 37.2
Marital status:
Divorced ... ........iiiiiiiiii 7,404 4,406 2,998 40.5
Married' ... ... ... . e 6,366 4,123 2,243 356.2
Widowed? . ........... ... .. 740 251 25.3
Race and Spanish origin:
White . ... ...ttt 12,833 7.838 4,995 38.9
BlacK . . o i e e e 1,669 1,234 436 26.1
Spanish origin® .. ................... 559 215 27.8
Age:
18to29vyears . ........civiiinnennn 2,249 1,604 645 28.7
30t039years ...........iiiiinennn 4,373 2,607 1,766 40.4
40vyears and OVer . ... .....c.ovvueennn 8,139 5,058 3,081 37.9
Educational attainment:
Lessthan 12years .................. 3,853 2,805 1,049 27.2
High school: 4 years . ................ 6,653 4,078 2,576 38.7
College: Tto3vyears.............. 2,633 1,503 1,030 40.7
4 yearsormore ........... 1,721 884 837 48.6
Presence of own children from an absent
father:
No children present .. ................ 9,375 6,073 3,302 35.2
One or more children present . . . ........ 5,385 3,196 2,190 40.7

'Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
2Widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
3Women of Spanish origin may be of any race.

not completed high school. There was some evidence that
women of Spanish origin were less likely than average to
receive a settlement.

Women with property settilements averaged better in terms
of both total income and recipiency of support payments. For
example, the average total income of women with property
settlements ($12,880) was higher than those without settle-
ments ($10,390). Of women awarded a property settiement,
27 percent also received some form of support payment
(alimony for herself and/or child support for her children) in
1983. This compares with only 14 percent of the ever-divorced
women without a settlement who were receiving support
payments.

The percentage of ever-divorced women receiving property
settlements changed slightly between 1982 and 1984.2
Overall, about 37 percent of these women received a property
settlement in 1984, down slightly from the 1982 level of 42
percent. All significant changes in likelihood of receipt of a
property settlement according to the characteristics of women
were decreases, with the exception of younger women.
Women under 30 years of age showed some evidence of an
increased rate of receipt in 1984 (29 percent) from that of
1982 (23 percent).

'?See Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 140, tables D and
H, for 1981 property settlement data.

In 1984, the proportion of women receiving a property
settlement showed some variation when viewed by selected
characteristics of the women. Property settlement awards
varied by current marital status. Currently divorced women
were more likely to report receiving a property settilement (40
percent) than either married women (35 percent) or widow-
ed women (25 percent). (See table 1.)

Settlements also varied by race and Spanish origin. White
women were more likely to have a property settlement (39
percent) than Black women (26 percent) or women of Spanish
origin (28 percent). (There was no statistically significant dif-
ference between the latter two groups.) )

Settlement rates also differed by age and educational
attainment of the woman. Women under 30 were less likely
to have settlements (29 percent) than women over 30 years
of age (39 percent). Women without a high school education
were less likely to have a property settlement (27 percent)
than women who had high school degrees but who had not
completed college (39 percent) or college graduates (49
percent).

Receipt of property settlements also varied according to the
presence of children. Women with at least one child from an
absent father were more likely (41 percent) to have a property
settlement than women without such children present (35
percent).
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY

The data on child support and alimony were collected in
a special supplement to the April 1984 Current Population
Survey (CPS). All women 18 years of age and older were
within the universe for the supplemental questions. Marital
status, divorce history, and the presence of own children under
21 years old determined whether or not a woman was eligi-
ble for the questions on child support, alimony, and property
settlements. The supplemental questions were placed on the
April CPS so that this information could be combined with
information previously collected in the March CPS on annual
work experience, income, and poverty status.

A data file was created containing all of the supplemental
data from the April 1984 CPS as well as the income informa-
tion from the supplement to the March 1984 CPS. The file
was created by matching data for persons on the March 1984
CPS file with data for the same persons on the April 1984
CPS file, using those segments from each (approximately
three-fourths of the sample) that were interviewed in both
months. About 95 percent of the April CPS cases eligible for
matching were successfully linked to the March CPS infor-
mation. March was chosen as the base month from which
demographic characteristics were taken. Each time that a
match occurred for which there were April supplement data,
this information was added to each person’s record. The un-
matched April records were discarded. If a supplement had
unfilled items, an attempt was made to produce a response
using a consistency edit of reported information; if this was
not possible, the items were imputed from fully reported cases.

As noted earlier, partial funding for collection of the sup-
plemental data was provided by the Office of Child Support
Enforcement (OCSE). Of prime interest to OCSE was the “cost
avoidance” effectiveness of its programs in assisting women
experiencing difficulty in establishing or collecting child sup-
port payments. Among the service provisions offered by OCSE
are help in locating the father, establishing paternity,

establishing support obligation, enforcing support orders, and
obtaining collection. Data concerning findings associated with
the user rate of OCSE's services, the type of such services
used, and the dollar amount of child support paid to women
as a result of OCSE's help are available upon request from the
Office of Child Support Enforcement, Department of Health
and Human Services.

CHANGES IN THE SURVEY

In response to user needs and in an attempt to improve
reporting and the useability of the data, minor modifications
were made from the previous survey. (See “Appendix C.
Facsimile of the April 1984 Survey Questionnaire.” A facsimile
of the 1982 April CPS may be found in appendix C of Current
Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 140.)

Two new questions were added to the survey relating to
the award or non-award of child support. The first was to
determine whether or not health insurance was included in
the child support award for all women who had been awarded
child support payments. The second was to ascertain the
reason for non-award for those women with children present
from absent fathers who were not awarded child support for
their children.

An additional question was added to the series of items
related to the labor force status of ever-divorced and currently
separated women. The new question collected information
on labor force status of the women during the 5-year period
prior to the date of separation.

Due to space constraints, two questionnaire items were
deleted from the survey. The deleted items were questions
regarding the award and payment of alimony. The first dele-
tion was the item reporting the type of alimony award or agree-
ment (voluntary written, court-ordered, or other). The second
was the item indicating the main reason for irregular alimony
payment.



Table 1. Chiid Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Characteristics of All Women

and Women With incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own chiidren under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)
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Total Chiid support payments—
Agreed to or awarded Not awarded
Total' Suppoeed to receive payments in 1983
Did not
Total Received payments receive payments
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
Esti- ard Esti- ard Estl- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard
mate ofror mate ofror mate ofror mate orror mate orror mate error
ALL WOMEN
TOtAl vvveririnerirnnrsononnrocesonsossataninnnss 8 690 180 5 015 148 3 995 133 3 037 17 958 (] 3 6875 128
2129 88 1613 88 1226 75 881 64 345 40 518 49
1 451 82 583 52 434 45 378 42 55 (8 858 63
3 204 120 2 443 105 2 092 97 1 588 85 494 761 59
53 (B) 38 (8) 24 (8) 13 (gg " B 15 (8)
1 854 92 328 39 219 32 168 53 1 526 84
6 183 163 4137 135 3 389 123 2614 109 774 60 2 045 96
2 341 109 788 70 534 58 370 49 164 3 1 553 93
790 88 323 57 252 50 158 40 94 31 487 68
Inside metropolitan @areas ...........coceevveiiinnenans . 6 250 164 3 482 125 2735 m 2 099 98 636 2 768 112
Inside central cities .... 3 204 120 1 537 84 11687 73 856 63 311 38 1 666 87
Outside central cities . .. 3 046 17 1 044 94 1 568 85 1243 76 325 39 1 102 7
Outside metropolitan areas 2 440 129 1 533 103 1260 3 8 47 907 79
1 686 82 847 59 691 53 543 47 148 25 839 58
2 068 92 1 424 77 1077 67 775 57 302 36 644 52
3 135 12 1713 83 1 409 76 1132 68 278 34 1422 76
1 801 82 1 030 62 817 588 47 230 29 770 54
3 077 117 1 341 78 1071 70 781 60 291 37 1735 89
3 318 122 2 275 101 1 847 [ 1 527 84 420 44 1 041 69
2 298 102 1 399 80 976 67 730 58 2468 34 809 64
ONBChild ...eevnieiiiiiiiienseereneeenenennenerenans 4 437 140 2 499 108 1 830 84 1 497 83 433 45 1 938 94
. 2 797 112 1729 89 466 82 1 092 7 375 42 1 068 70
1 008 68 579 52 459 46 332 39 127 24 429 45
448 48 207 31 139 25 116 23 23 (8) 241 33
Educational Attalnment
670 56 2687 35 175 29 127 24 48 (8) 403 43
1 576 85 685 56 532 50 340 40 192 30 891 64
4 201 136 2 573 108 2 056 97 1573 85 483 47 1 627 86
1 508 83 966 67 784 60 621 54 163 28 543 50
734 58 523 49 447 46 376 42 72 B8) 211 31
Year of Divorce or Separationt
1980 and later........ 3 009 116 1 929 94 1 87 1 384 80 274 36 1079 70
1975 to 1979... 2 079 97 1 596 85 1317 78 989 67 328 39 483 47
1970 to 1974... 1104 ksl 773 60 505 52 380 215 32 330 39
Betore 1870 645 65 389 42 206 31 118 2 86 20 256 35
Inciusion of Health Ineurance in
Award
Health insurance included ................ tessnensesanes 8(& 88 2 318 102 1 840 94 1 641 87 208 37 % ((;;
Health insurance not included ............. ctecsrtscoans . 2 696 110 2 055 97 1 396 80 659 55
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Table 1. Chlid Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Characteristics of All Women

and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983 —Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1864. For meaning of symbois, see text)

Total Child support payments—
Agreed to or awarded Not awarded
Total’ Supposed to receive payments in 1983
Characteristic Did not
Total Received payments receive payments
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
Est- ard Est- ard Est- ard Est- ard Est- ard Esti- ard
mate eror mate eror mate emor mate error mate ermor mate eror
ALL WOMEN-—Con.
5 919 160 3 772 129 3 091 118 2 429 105 662 55 2 147 99
4 541 141 2 883 114 2 385 103 1 894 983 47 47 1 648 87
3 210 120 2 091 97 1737 89 1 400 80 336 40 1118 72
1 331 78 802 61 628 54 494 48 135 25 530 50
1378 79 879 64 726 58 535 50 191 30 499 48
494 48 362 41 323 39 258 35 ] ®) 132 25
884 64 617 49 402 43 an 36 125 24 367 41
2m 112 1 242 76 904 65 609 53 296 37 1528 84
5 464 154 3 837 130 3 130 118 2 402 104 728 58 1627 -3
4 008 133 2 832 113 2 330 103 1 830 91 500 48 1174 73
3 34 12 2 325 103 1 900 983 1 485 414 44 1020 [}
861 55 507 48 430 45 345 40 868 20 155 27
2 831 113 1 856 92 1 446 81 1 041 -] 405 43 975 67
1372 79 850 63 647 55 469 47 17 29 49
5 910 160 3 772 120 3 091 118 2 429 105 662 55 2 138 [ ]
1079 70 750 59 624 54 507 48 117 23 39
2 542 107 174 88 1 411 60 1148 73 263 35 828 62
1338 78 741 59 597 53 423 44 174 28 597 53
52 ®) kY ®) 25 ®) 21 ®) 4 ®) 2 ®)
147 26 101 22 83 20 63 20 () 45
753 59 438 45 350 40 267 (gg 84 2& 318 Q
454 46 126 24 45 (B) 45 (8] 328 39
8 236 185 4 889 146 3 949 13g 3 ogg 12? 912 eg 3 347 122
loes .. 612 49 267 35 174 28 86 20 a8 20 246 34
909 ... 501 48 220 32 180 29 132 25 48 281 36
$2,909 ... 616 53 304 38 235 33 161 27 74 312 38
$3,909 ... 610 53 263 35 196 30 142 26 54 347 40
$5909 ... 1 036 (] 529 50 421 44 264 35 158 2 507 48
$7,909 ... 868 a3 491 48 388 42 287 37 99 21 37 42
$0,909 ... 650 55 309 43 332 39 238 33 04 21 251 34
$11,000 .. 604 53 384 42 209 37 258 35 41 (283 220 32
$14,900 844 62 562 51 438 45 354 41 84 202 37
10 $24,909 .. 1485 83 1 008 7 959 [ ] 831 62 128 24 397 43
and over ... 499 48 382 42 331 39 268 36 45 ®) 117 23
7 942 9 860 10 347 11 628 6 700 5 924
164 281 333 339 485 189
10 200 11 628 12 143 13 132 8 854 8 114
157 217 247 289 418 210
5 903 150 3 761 129 3 083 118 2 425 105 658 55 2 141 99
4 579 142 3 337 122 2 881 113 2 425 105 436 45 1241 75
1 200 ” 778 60 604 53 433 4 170 28 512 49
603 53 3156 38 244 34 160 27 84 20 288 37
562 51 284 36 225 32 153 27 73 ()] 268 35
755 59 500 48 366 42 208 37 90 20 255 34
3 564 128 2 703 110 2 344 103 2 033 98 31 38 852 63
256 35 224 32 205 31 200 30 5 (Bg 32 ®)
1324 78 424 44 223 32 [+ 3] [v9] 223 k} 900 64
2 787 112 1 253 78 911 65 612 53 209 37 1 534 84
1742 89 667 56 472 47 275 36 197 30 1075 70
1 462 82 509 49 k144 42 31 173 28 953 66
1357 79 476 47 357 41 191 1 28 881 64
393 43 211 31 134 25 94 21 B) 182 29
838 62 604 53 491 48 397 43 21 234 33
4 19 69 ®) ()] 55 (8) 4 (B) 8 ®)
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Table 1. Chlid Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Characteristics of All Women
and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983 —Con.

(Numbers in th ds. Wi with own children under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1884. For meaning of symbols, see text)
Total Child support payments—
Agreed to or awarded Not awarded
Total! Supposed to receive payments in 1983
Characteristic Did not
Total Received payments | | ..o payments
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard
mate efror mate efror mate efrror mate error mate efror mate efror
4 090 134 2 750 11 2179 99 1734 89 445 45 1 340 78
4 477 140 2 184 100 1757 90 1258 76 499 48 2 293 102
123 24 80 19 59 (8) 45 8) 14 (8) 42 B)
WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW
THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1983
2 898 172 1231 13 916 98 568 77 348 61 1 687 131
187 44 120 36 89 31 45 B) 45 (8) 66 (8)
726 87 207 189 45 158 41 31 (8) 428 67
925 28 632 2 515 74 287 55 228 49 293
13 (8) 5 ®) 4 (B) 2 ®) 2 (8) 8 (B)
1 048 105 177 43 118 35 n 28 42 (8) 871
1577 128 828 93 653 83 403 65 250 51 750 89
1 256 108 375 62 243 50 163 40 90 31 882 92
394 101 116 55 76 44 53 8) 23 B) 278 85
2 107 147 835 94 593 79 369 62 224 49 1272 115
1421 122 492 72 313 57 183 44 130 37 929 29
686 85 343 60 280 54 186 44 04 31 343 60
701 112 396 79 323 72 199 56 124 a“ 395 79
74 186 42 142 36 86 28 57 (8 410
722 83 3985 62 260 50 121 34 139 3 327 56
1 035 28 422 63 341 57 253 49 88 29 613 76
545 73 228 47 173 4 108 33 65 ()] 316 56
1 485 123 511 73 373 63 226 49 147 39 854 100
928 29 504 73 406 65 267 53 139 38 424 67
508 73 217 48 137 38 75 28 ®) 268 56
1 259 115 408 72 346 60 220 48 126 37 762 89
897 97 411 66 341 60 200 46 140 39 486 72
482 7 227 49 168 42 104 33 63 B) 255 52
260 52 96 32 61 B) a“ ()] 18 B) 164 42
416 668 138 96 32 64 (B) 32 (gg 278 54
873 96 55 214 48 112 34 102 585 78
1209 112 591 79 440 68 291 55 149 40 618 81
338 60 182 44 137 38 30 53 sB) 156 41
62 (B) 32 (8) 29 ()] 17 ®) 12 B) (8)

See footnotes at end of table.



Table 1. Chlid Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Characteristics of All Women

and Women With incomes Beiow the Poverty Level in 1983 —Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1964. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Total Child support payments—
Agreed to or awarded Not awarded
Total! Supposed to receive payments in 1963
Did not
Totad Received payments receive payments
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard Est- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard
mate ermor mate ermor mate eror mate error mate eror mate orror
WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW
THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1983—
Year of Divorce or Separation®
1960 and 872 101 550 78 413 668 308 57 106 33 421 67
1975 to 1879 512 73 314 58 254 52 118 35 137 38 197 46
1970 to 1974 250 51 144 39 m 34 58 g; 53 g; 108 3
Before 1970 116 35 46 ® 20 ® 9 " n ®)
88 &} 415 66 317 58 233 50 84 0 % 88
817 93 599 79 335 50 264 53
1138 109 583 79 459 70 307 57 152 40 545 76
616 80 308 67 234 50 150 41 74 310 57
191 45 97 32 78 29 53 ®) 25 ig 94 32
425 67 209 47 155 41 106 34 49 216 48
m OB B OR B & B & = 28
402 65 204 48 159 41) 101 3& 58 EE! 197 4&
1 760 135 638 82 457 69 281 53 1968 1122 108
1 300 116 798 91 617 81 404 65 214 48 501 73
790 91 489 72 373 63 242 51 132 37 301 56
603 80 353 61 278 54 176 43 102 33 250 51
187 44 136 38 95 32 65 ® 30 (3 52 ?z
1 060 106 565 ” 424 e7 250 51 174 484
550 76 256 52 180 44 88 92 31 204 56
1131 109 583 79 459 70 307 57 152 40 538 76
75 8 42 (B) 0 ® 18 ®) 12 ®) 31 ®)
336 60 184 45 147 39 107 34 40 143 39
513 74 253 52 201 48 129 37 73 260 52
24 (8) 14 ®) 1" ((:)] 10 ®) 1 10 ®)
40 (B] k] 25 17 8 10
143 33 59 gg 45 g; 27 g; 18 8; 84 ‘g
207 47 51 (B 17 (8) 17 156 41
With 2 690 168 1180 1 899 9 5(:)8 % 331 (533 1 510 125
$1 184 44 69 B) 48 }g 23 g 25 15 35
$1 300 56 85 32 7 44 27 205 47
$2, 433 68 180 44 133 3 82 51 253 52
$3, 433 68 164 42 120 38 et 29 39 269 53
$4 752 89 351 61 274 54 161 41 13 400 65
$6 441 68 224 50 188 45 126 36 62 207 47
$8, 97 32 53 49 39 10 E 44 )
$10, 38 23 B] 8 6 2 15 g
$12 10 7 4 2 2 g 3 g
$15 3 B] 3 3 3 ) - - )
3 989 4 463 4 562 4 659 4 425 3 680
209 318 356 482 545 235
4 165 4 548 4 609 4 703 4 292 3 849
148 237 268 351 404 X) 184
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Table 1. Chlid Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Characteristics of All Women
and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983 —Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1964. For meaning of symbois, see text)

Total Child support payments—
Agreed to or awarded Not awarded
Total! Supposed to receive payments in 1983
Characterietic Did
Total Received payments | o o000 oy
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
Est- ard Est- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard Est- ard
mate eror mate eror mate eror mate eror mate eror mate eror
WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW
THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1983—
Con.
109 593 79 459 70 307 57 152 40 545 76
04 500 73 417 (-] 307 57 110 34 329 59
75 282 55 222 48 130 37 91 31 247 51
63 192 45 148 40 85 30 g; 186 44
62 185 44 140 39 84 30 57 178 43
44 106 33 84 30 52 (‘Bg 32 80 20
(OBB 2?: (%6 25; 51 21; 36 125 (330
53 85 “ 42 g; ™ g; 42 216 4&
135 638 82 457 69 281 53 186 45 1122 108
120 483 70 331 59 161 41 170 42 915 96
116 431 67 311 57 146 39 164 42 859 95
Bo= o os o= o 5 3 % & W% B
59 213 4'} 1860 44 140 33 40 gi 19 8
®) 25 ®) 19 ®) 19 ®) - - ®)
84 356 61 144 54 198 46 29 318 58
148 820 93 605 80 349 61 1317 117
30 65 ®) 35 (8) 21 ®) 13 () 32 ®)
i in 1983.
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Table 2. Chlld Support Award Status—Inciusion of Health insurance in Award and Reason
for Non-Award, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and Women With
Incomes Beiow the Poverty Level in 1983

(Numbers in thc ds. W with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbois, see text)

Awarded Not awarded
Reason for non-award
Characteristic Wanted award but-—-
Health Final | Property Did not Unable Unable
Health | insurance agree- settle- Joint want to to Some
insurance not ment ment custody child locate | establish other
Total Total | included | included Total | pending inlieu | granted support father | paternity reason
ALL WOMEN
Total ........euvee 8 690 5 015 2 318 2 696 3 675 224 55 61 947 544 79 1 768
Standard eMmor .....ovveiieniiieariiaeens 180 148 102 110 128 32 (B) B) 66 50 19 80
............ 2129 1613 724 889 516 23 12 16 209 39 - 218
1 451 593 253 340 858 150 3 1 153 168 - 383
. 3 204 2 443 1 252 1191 761 37 36 174 97 4 387
. 53 38 13 25 15 - - 2 3 - - 9
Never MAamied......oouviererriieniennerncinnens 1 854 328 77 251 1 526 14 3 16 407 241 75 769
Race and Spanish Origin
White .......... beeeesaseessarenaans 6 183 4 137 2 070 2 067 2 045 179 49 52 609 270 857
. 2 341 788 202 586 1 553 44 6 8 307 258 48 881
790 323 93 230 467 33 - 1 132 91 [] 204
6 250 3 482 1671 1810 2 768 170 29 47 625 443 54 1 401
3 204 1 637 662 875 1 666 82 10 26 333 263 30 921
3 046 1 944 1 009 935 1102 87 18 21 291 180 24 480
2 440 1 5633 647 886 807 54 26 14 323 101 365
1 686 847 406 442 839 40 9 8 188 172 18 404
2 068 1 424 775 649 644 24 17 5 152 58 22 365
3 135 1713 694 1019 1 422 1m 21 19 408 202 12 652
1 801 1 030 443 587 770 49 7 29 202 13 26 344
77 1 341 546 795 1735 28 12 26 434 221 61 885
3 316 2 275 1 087 1187 1 041 76 21 17 291 204 13 419
98 1 399 685 714 899 50 22 18 223 120 4 462
4 437 2 499 1 091 1 408 1 638 104 26 44 531 270 41 922
2 797 1729 848 881 1 068 92 18 1 295 153 27 471
1 008 579 285 294 429 13 10 2 67 78 10 249
448 207 984 113 241 14 - 2 55 44 1 124
2 247 953 308 1204 70 4 10 275 248 46 641
4 201 2 573 1230 1343 1 627 102 34 28 434 223 28 777
1 508 966 483 483 543 19 7 19 172 55 4 266
734 523 297 226 211 32 9 4 66 18 - 82
Year of Divorce or Separation®
1880 and later ............. 3 009 1 929 1 047 883 1079 175 27 27 232 122 2 493
187510 1979 ......cuevtens 2 079 1 596 730 866 483 21 16 10 120 85 2 230
1970 to 1974 1104 773 323 450 330 7 5 8 100 54 - 156
Before 1970 . 645 389 142 247 256 ] 3 - 88 43 - 17
Work Experience in 1983
L« T . 5 919 3 772 1 860 1913 2 147 151 48 45 638 276 24 964
Worked at full-time jobs .. 4 541 2 893 1 458 1 435 1 648 116 34 32 490 217 13 747
50 to 52 weeks .... 3 210 2 091 1 093 999 1118 87 31 27 352 133 5 483
‘Worked at part-time jobs 1 378 879 401 478 499 35 4 13 148 59 12 218
Did not work ......... eee 27N 1 242 459 784 1 528 73 7 15 309 268 54 802

See footnotee at end of table.



Table 2. Chlld Support Award Status—Iinclusion of Health Insurance In Award and Reason
for Non-Award, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and Women With
incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983 —Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1864. For meaning of symbols, see text)
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Awarded Not awarded
Reason for non-award
Characteristic Wanted award but-
Health Final | Property Did not Unable Unable

Health | insurance agree- settie- Joint want to to Some

insurance not ment ment | custody child locate | establish other

Totad Total | included | included Total | pending inleu| granted | eupport father | patemity reason

5 464 3 837 1877 1 960 1 627 179 46 41 421 219 4 718

4 008 2 832 1 458 1374 1174 127 38 32 333 125 2 518

3 344 2 325 1168 1157 1 020 114 33 25 285 109 2 451

661 507 200 217 155 13 4 (] 48 16 - 14

2 831 1 856 784 1071 975 82 15 13 207 178 2 478

1372 850 385 485 522 30 5 119 85 - 280

5 910 3 772 1 860 1913 2138 151 48 45 632 273 24 984

1 079 750 408 34 329 33 13 12 108 34 ] 123

2 542 1714 879 835 828 70 15 2 257 89 5 360

1338 741 331 410 507 22 14 ] 142 96 10 305

52 30 10 22 - - - 8 2 - 12

147 101 38 63 45 2 1 - 20 5 2 16

753 438 198 240 318 24 5 ] 96 46 2 139

454 126 29 97 13 - 8 98 38 16 157

With 8 236 4 889 2 290 2 569 3 347 21 55 52 852 508 62 1 609

$1to 512 267 87 180 2468 9 ] 8 7 34 7 104

$1,000 501 220 76 144 281 10 - 2 82 47 4 135

$2, 616 304 121 183 312 16 3 - 75 57 16 144

$3, 610 283 119 144 347 20 1 1 67 60 12 187

$4, 1 0368 529 169 340 507 33 2 3 80 89 8 202

$6, 868 491 186 05 377 19 5 9 87 56 5 195

$8, 650 309 176 223 251 5 5 - 62 39 - 140

$10,000 604 384 183 191 220 24 - 7 73 29 1 86

$12,000 844 552 306 248 202 25 12 2 29 2 142

$15,000 1994 1 480 837 643 514 50 20 20 168 ] 7 183

Median income 7 842 9 860 11 9680 8 035 5 924 7 809 7 009 5 227 802

Standard 184 281 383 318 1 1 888 530 309 218

Mean 10 200 11 628 13 058 10 360 8 114 10 207 9 133 7 039 438

Standard 157 217 327 283 210 881 LYa) 422 B] 285
Type of Income Iin 1983

OBITHNGS .....o.vvuenrnirnransesnssncsnnnas 5 903 3 761 1 852 1 808 2141 151 48 45 636 76 24 961

With other InCome® ............ocieeienennenes 4 579 3 337 1713 1 624 1 241 88 33 33 329 172 17 569
With government transfer

................................ 1290 778 302 476 512 31 5 4 104 89 14 264

603 315 108 209 288 19 - 2 33 -] 14 153

562 264 [ <] 191 268 19 - 2 27 55 14 150

756 211 289 255 17 5 4 78 31 3 118

3 564 2703 1 505 11987 852 65 30 33 265 89 7 363

256 224 1768 49 32 7 2 - 3 5 - 15

1324 424 139 285 900 62 15 12 307 104 7 383

2 787 1253 468 787 1534 73 7 16 312 268 54 604

1742 687 218 448 1075 50 3 3 174 219 38 589

1 482 509 160 349 953 39 3 3 161 202 38 508

1367 476 154 321 881 38 3 3 145 197 34 464

303 211 73 139 182 1 - - 23 29 - 120

838 604 287 317 234 0 3 5 58 35 1 101

4 9 40 29 8 - - 3 - 5

4 000 2 750 1383 1 357 1 340 29 38 32 170 14 551

4 477 2 184 896 1 268 2293 121 17 29 500 368 11985

123 80 29 51 42 4 - - 12 [} - 20
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Table 2. Chlid Support Award Status—Inclusion of Health Insurance In Award and Reason
for Non-Award, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and Women With
incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983 —Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbois, see text)

Awarded Not awarded
Reason for non-award
Characteristic Wanted award but--
Health Final | Property Did not Unable Unable
Health | insurance agree- settle- Joint want to to Some
insurance not ment ment custody child locate | establish other
Total Total | included | included Total | pending inlieu | granted support father | paternity reason
WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW
THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1983
Total .......cuus vevees Cerreeserieeeienienas 2 898 1231 415 817 1 667 92 9 19 303 302 54 887
172 113 68 93 131 31 B) ®) 57 56 (B8) 96
187 120 31 89 66 2 - 1 28 6 - 33
726 297 108 189 428 e7 3 1 69 83 - 205
925 632 261 382 293 15 [] 3 31 50 4 184
13 5 2 3 8 - - 2 2 - - 5
1 048 1 23 154 a7t - 13 176 163 51 462
15677 828 324 503 750 64 5 1" 160 129 15 365
1 266 375 76 299 882 27 4 8 132 160 38 512
304 116 29 88 278 15 - 1 65 69 1 129
Inside metropoltan are@s.............cceveunnnes 2107 835 201 545 1272 3 15 196 254 33 701
e 1 421 492 140 352 929 44 - 11 145 183 21 524
686 343 151 183 343 24 3 4 51 7 12 177
791 396 124 272 395 23 6 4 107 47 21 186
596 1868 70 116 410 23 - 3 4 94 13 213
722 365 150 245 327 13 2 2 54 32 16 208
1 035 422 126 297 613 42 7 2 112 126 12 313
545 228 69 159 318 14 1 12 73 51 13 154
1 485 511 150 360 954 48 6 14 179 146 44 520
928 504 183 321 424 30 3 - 80 102 8 201
506 217 81 136 288 16 1 5 44 54 2 167
1 259 488 152 346 762 31 7 16 136 132 21 419
897 411 140 270 486 39 - 1 113 82 25 226
482 227 90 137 255 7 3 28 49 7 158
260 26 32 64 164 14 - - 25 39 1 85
1 290 426 97 330 864 42 4 ] 145 178 35 453
1209 591 218 373 618 34 5 8 120 102 19 330
338 182 82 100 156 " 1 4 30 20 - 91
62 32 18 14 30 6 - - 8 3 - 13
1980 and later . 972 5§50 261 290 421 68 8 3 66 61 2 216
1975 to 1979 512 314 81 233 197 1 - - 26 39 2 119
1970 to 1974 250 144 33 1 106 2 - 3 20 25 - 56
Before 1970 118 46 17 28 7" 4 1 - 17 15 - 34
Work Experience in 1983
Worked. .. ..ooiviiiieieeetistisntetteancrnnaes 1138 563 208 386 545 45 5 10 119 81 1" 273
Worked at full-time jobs .. 616 308 80 216 310 25 5 3 51 1 161
50 to 52 weeks ....... 191 97 27 70 94 5 2 - 13 13 - 61
Worked at part-time jobs . . 522 287 118 169 235 20 - 7 57 30 9 112
Did nOt WOrK . ovvvieiiiniieeneneiiienacennnases 1 760 638 207 431 1122 47 4 ] 184 220 44 614

See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Chiid Support Award Status—Inclusion of Health Insurance in Award and Reason

for Non-Award, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and Women With

Iincomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983—Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own chiidren under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Awarded Not awarded
Reason for non-award
Characteristic Wanted award but-
Health Final | Property Did not Unable Unable
Health | insurance agree- oettie- Joint want to to Some
insurance not ment ment custody child locate | establish other
Total Total | Included | included Total | pending ineu| ogranted | support father | patemity reason
WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW )
THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1963—
Con.
Work Experience Before or at
Time of Separation*
Worked during 5 years before or at time
of separation......... 1 300 798 340 458 801 14 8 [} 82 85 4 253
Worked at time of separation .......... 700 48 204 01 40 2 [} 61 » 2 151
Worked at full-time jobs ...... 603 383 162 1992 250 20 2 [] 80 8 2 133
Wo'koddpmmor:bl 167 136 63 73 52 10 - - 1" 1 - 18
Did not work at ime . 1 080 ses 167 %8 404 43 7 1 (.14 100 2 276
Did not work dunng 5§ years or at
tme of separation ............ T certeserane 880 258 81 208 204 17 4 - 48 54 - 173
Ooorummul.m
Job In 1963
m.nd 1131 563 208 %8 8% 45 ] 10 113 1 1" 27
HONS . .. \uvennins 78 43 44 16 91 [} - ] 9 - 14
3% 194 74 120 143 20 - 2 ] 10 - 75
813 253 70 178 250 ° 3 4 » 48 ] 150
24 1 [ [ 10 - - - [ 2 - 3
40 0 12 16 10 2 - - 3 2 2 1
143 50 12 47 o4 ° 2 1 21 21 - 30
1138 603 208 3% 648 48 [] 10 119 61 1 2713
837 509 163 320 329 2 2 [} 51 67 ] 163
529 282 [.<] 190 247 19 2 2 38 57 9 122
378 182 88 134 138 18 - 2 19 49 9 94
303 185 88 130 178 19 - 2 16 “ 9 94
185 108 28 m” 80 1 2 2 17 18 1 32
4}? 2?: Iﬁ 161 126 16 - [} 19 17 - 65
300 85 25 216 18 3 2 es 14 2 110
1 760 638 207 431 112 47 4 9 184 220 44 614
1378 483 128 334 916 » 3 3 131 204 33 503
1 200 491 120 n 850 » 3 3 127 192 33 462
1 203 398 114 204 805 ] 3 3 1156 187 31 430
170 T2 16 88 [ ] - - - 14 19 - 66
333 213 4 119 19 12 1 2 14 28 1 61
25 25 18 7 - - - - - - - -
184 202 318 28 3 3 61 50 (.} 170
242 579 1317 84 7 16 25 246 48 699
19 268 32 1 - - 7 4 - 19




Table 3. Receipt of Child Support Payments in 1983, by Selected Characteristics of All

Women and Women With incomes Beiow the Poverty Level in 1983
(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbois, see text)

Payments agreed 10 or awarded! Payments not awarded
Received payments Did not receive payments
Mean total
Cheracteristic Meen tota) Mean income from Mean tota) money income
money income child support money income
Standard Standard Standard Standerd
Number Value omor Value omor | Number Vaiue oror | Number Value error
(Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
ALL WOMEN
- 3037| 13132 289 2 30 97 958 8 433 400 3 675 7 389 201
881 11 602 563 2 164 126 345 6 936 730 516 7774 616
378 11 207 775 2 682 402 55 (B] (B) 858 70M 3861
1 Sg 14 966 3 2 4(981 1(%9 4?: 9 7?; 10 611 508
1668 7 g) 71& 1 132 10% 53 g; gi 1 526 5 Sd 2(153
2 614 534 321 2 475 110 774 8 383 465 2 045 8 068 310
370 10 188 1 485 117 164 8 578 917 1 683 6 615 250
158 10 087 1354 1839 94 10 438 1973 487 5 885 7468
2 099 14 123 380 2 527 119 636 9 198 2 768 7 750 240
858 13 820 599 2 288 127 3an 0 547 746 1 668 6 516 236
1243 14 331 448 2 691 181 325 8 865 810 1102 9 638 471
936 10 914 563 1 924 197 322 6 922 632 807 6 261 429
543 13 383 613 2 323 148 148 8 671 879 839 7 242 347
75 13 327 488 2 527 249 7 420 508 644 8 145 550
1132 12 926 507 2 272 142 278 8 458 802 1 422 6 805 201
13 037 530 2241 144 9 583 796 770 7 830 39
781 9 142 430 1723 228 201 5 654 472 1735 5 013 179
1527 13 545 3067 2 356 97 420 9 961 705 1 041 9 310 402
730 16 534 741 2 988 242 248 9 108 798 899 9 752 530
1 497 12 524 41 1779 80 433 87N 642 1 938 7 168 201
1 082 14 204 4 2 782 196 375 8 560 677 1 068 8 201
12 148 2 943 224 127 7 278 798 429 6 690 461
116 3 2 078 3 706 1 ®) ®) 241 6 435 485
127 6 980 791 1 550 164 48 (B 4 341 412
340 7 682 454 1 526 112 192 ] 7(2 oa& 891 4 844 260
1673 12 361 350 2 150 13 483 7 785 493 1 627 7 591 n
621 14 169 607 2 332 144 163 11 124 1154 543 10 198 518
378 21 520 1 100 4 118 540 72 ®) ® 21 15 178 1 658
1384 13 256 427 2 655 185 274 7 879 681 1079 9 651 445
989 13 378 450 2 158 98 328 7 658 639 483 8 274 610
380 14 361 966 2 081 184 215 10 305 968 330 7 980 737
118 13 901 1077 2718 577 a8 10777 1 700 256 7 488
1641 14 289 2 690 144 208 9 174 775 % % %
13968 1M 770 421 1 830 122 659 8 098 479




Table 3. Receipt of Child Support Payments in 1983, by Selected Characteristics of All
Women and Women With incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983 —Con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)

27

Payments agreed 10 or awarded' Payments not awarded
Received payments Did not receive payments
Meen total
Meen total Mean income from Meen total money income
Characterietic money income child support money income

Standard Standard Standard Standard
Number Value error Value ormor | Number Value oror | Number Value ofror
(Thous.) (Dol) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.)

2 429 15 068 310 2 385 104 682 10 913 514 2 147 10 474
1 894 560 339 2 400 124 471 13 147 612 1 6468 12 131 323
1 400 18 672 385 2 502 154 338 15 719 707 1118 14 587 397
404 10 644 508 2 113 180 136 6 728 631 530 6 950 348
535 9 703 602 2 332 174 191 5 403 571 499 4 908 383
258 12 001 717 2 283 200 66 (B) 5(3 132 9 113 1076
an 7 564 905 23n7 260 125 3 367 3 520 256
609 5 411 501 2 162 245 206 2 881 238 1528 3 067 149
2 402 13 788 335 2275 102 728 9 137 492 1627 9 680 382
1 830 14 534 364 2 252 125 500 10 201 500 1174 10 588 389
1 485 14 837 401 2 239 148 414 10 816 674 1 020 10 857 424
345 13 231 857 2 3086 219 88 7 757 1177 156 8 820 930
1 041 11 802 514 2 680 172 405 6 637 566 975 6 704 440
400 11 857 649 3 105 330 1m 6 683 522 6 138 447
2 429 15 0668 310 2 385 104 082 10 913 514 2138 10 506 284
507 21 142 772 2 835 218 17 16 404 1 538 17 056 1 030
1148 15 219 436 2 515 182 263 12 129 808 828 11 323 415
423 9 653 457 1 668 122 174 6 130 510 507 6 571 307
21 ®) ®) ®) ®) 4 B) ®) 2 ®) ®)
63 B 20 B 45 B
2| 268| 8| 1B S| | 3| M| o8| o] &
2 425 15 066 310 2 387 104 658 10 972 514 2 144 10 500 283
2 425 15 066 310 2 387 104 43¢ 11 482 706 1241 11 349 410
433 10 704 508 1 885 178 170 6 903 607 512 7 695 384
160 6 026 430 1 452 193 84 4 488 484 288 5 584 204
183 6 792 438 1434 200 73 ®) ®) 5 524 304
206 12 564 642 2 067 235 80 9 181 908 265| 10 037 635
2 033 15 916 348 2 528 119 3an 13 714 886 8562 13 377 539
200 20 604 1 205 4117 470 5 ?g e(g 32 3(3 (B)
o) [Py [Py [Py [14) 223 09 900 ] 357
612 5 388 498 2 158 244 209 2 850 2368 1534 3 047 149
275 6 380 574 1 492 124 197 4172 248 1075 3 924 134
203 5 6368 338 1613 154 173 4 108 228 953 3 677 102
191 5 929 355 1618 162 166 4 199 22 881 3 674 108
94 7 887 1 520 1 285 161 40 (3 ®) 182 6 013 577
397 6 047 746 2 492 387 ) 21 414 234 4 542 762
55 ®) ) ®) 8) 4 ®) ®) 8 ®) (]
1734 14 627 414 2 501 122 445 10 283 709 1 340 8 625 421
1258 11 258 378 2018 150 499 6 934 433 2283 6 712 203
45 ® ®) ®) ® 14 ®) ®) 42 ®) ®)
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Table 3. Recelpt of Child Support Payments in 1983, by Selected Characteristics of All

Women and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level In 1983—Con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Payments agreed to or awarded' Payments not awarded
Received payments Did not receive payments
Meen total
Characteristic Mean total Mean income from Meen total money income
money income child support money income
Standard Standard Standard Standerd
Number Value omor Value ermor | Number Value oror | Number Value oror
(Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW
THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1963
568 4 783 351 1425 167 348 4 064 416 1 667 3 488 189
45 45 B) 68
g .2 2 .8 8 i .8 8 35 .8 2
28; 5 3(438 4(694 1 5(488 254 2zg 43 2«: 4 0681 43
77 3 7&'z 52 02& 2(752 42 g; g} 871 31 228
403 4 704 445 1628 218 250 4 011 501 750 3 400 206
153 4 710 545 1158 216 90 4176 781 882 3 584 248
63 B) (B) (B) 8) 23 B) (8) 278 3 587 751
226 4 416 511 1203 239 147 3 653 553 954 3 104 227
267 4 813 532 1 462 243 139 4 668 728 424 4 178 377
75 5 860 941 1 692 569 82 ®) (B) 288 3 741 529
64 32 278 3 205 480
112 4 5(:?3 1(27) 1 a‘gg 3@ 102 4 o(gt) 7@ 585 3 492 315
201 5107 505 1 411 211 149 3 833 816 618 3 581 315
84 4 197 854 1 683 558 53 ; g; 156 3 703 571
17 ®) (8) ®) ®) 12 0 ®) 8)
220 3 913 429 1 021 173 126 4 054 673 762 3 068 251
200 5 363 654 1 670 304 140 3 515 557 486 3 384 335
104 5 423 812 1811 461 63 g; g; 255 4 164 514
a“ B) B) B) ®) 18 164 4 703 722

Excludes a small number of women who were awarded payments but were not supposed to receive them in 19863.
2Remarried women mmmmﬁmm

3widowed

“Women of Spanish
:Exdudeomv«

whou
’Wdounmoddbwiownemmm"mﬂmmumdmmdmm

mcyboofmym:e

job was in the Armed Forces.



Table . Amount of Child Support Payments Received in 1983, by Selected Characteristics

of Women
(Numbers in thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)
Received payments in 1983
Did Amount of payment received in 1983
not L .
Characteristic Total re- Median Mean
due | ceive
"m pay- Stand- Stand-
ments $1 $500 | $1,000 | $1,500 | $2,000 | $3,000 | $5,000 | $7,000 ard ard
in in 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 ond | Value orror | Value error
1963 18683 Totad $499 $999 | $1.499 | $1,900 | $2000 | $4,900 | $8,900 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol)
3 995 858 | 3 037 400 497 457 364 507 458 138 121 1713 60| 2 341 97
133 66 117 44 48 46 41 83 46 26 24 [14] 4] ) x)
1226 345 e81 125 168 125 106 163 124 83 21| 162 12| 2 164 125
434 55 378 63 83 41 38 78 37 8 33| 1528 196 | 2 682 402
2 092 484 | 1 508 175 208 251 204 328 202 72 67| 19003 78 | 2 491 139
24 1 13 5 - 5 - 2 2 - - Og (B; (B) (B)
219 53 166 41 40 38 17 28 3 - -1 1 13 1132 102
3 389 774 | 2 614 318 412 302 313 518 418 126 17| 1798 65| 2475 110
534 164 370 64 73 62 42 70 30 [} 3| 12% 131 1 465 117
252 84 158 15 25 22 17 7 2| 1383 330 | 1839 358
2 735 636 | 2099 256 315 206 242 413 382 112 103 | 1877 75| 2527 119
1167 an 856 117 129 136 101 1566 139 42 38| 1732 16| 2288 127
1 568 325| 1243 139 188 161 141 257 223 70 67| 1981 103 | 2601 181
1260 322 038 154 182 161 122 184 ] 21 18] 1414 83| 1924 197
691 148 543 85 55 83 68 103 20 7 24| 1704 132 | 2323 148
1077 302 775 92 im 151 a8 150 108 40 35| 1680 120 | 2 527 249
1 409 278 | 1132 163 217 141 131 28 150 49 44 | 1 680 98| 2272 142
817 230 588 ] 13 73 80 107 110 17 19| 1742 108 | 2 241 144
1071 291 781 179 154 125 82 131 95 12 3| 1228 88| 1723 228
1 647 420 | 1 527 1”7 265 207 188 300 256 84 58| 1649 82| 2358 97
976 248 730 60 ] 125 ™4 166 108 37 60| 1966 123 2 242
1 830 433 | 1 497 244 307 275 190 2n 135 32 20| 1381 56| 1779 89
1 468 375 | 1002 128 129 128 127 208 252 73 47| 2 163 126 | 2 782 195
459 127 332 24 40 87 20 <] 82 26 30| 2381 156 | 2 943 224
130 23 116 1“4 21 17 9 19 19 1 16| 1848 420 3 705 1 064
175 46 127 21 29 26 5 24 20 - -1 123 162 | 1 559 164
532 182 340 56 90 51 82 52 34 2 3| 1241 144 | 1 526 112
2 056 483 | 1 573 208 27 261 200 200 238 60 49 | 1 642 7| 2159 113
784 163 621 26 83 69 88 129 94 45 20| 1887 114 | 2 332 144
447 72 376 31 21 60 22 93 7% 25 49| 2 585 168 | 4 118 540
1980 and later. 1 658 274 | 1384 215 222 157 138 249 2538 74 78| 1861 100 | 2 655 185
1875 to 1979 1317 328 989 97 139 177 141 220 160 M 2| 1789 88| 2158 98
1970 to 1974 595 215 380 38 70 66 60 85 32 13 15 1628 128 | 2 081 184
Before 1970..... 206 88 118 17 28 2 10 14 10 12 el 12358 2301 2718 577

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table . Amount of Chiid Support Payments Received in 1983, by Selected Characteristics

of Women-—Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbois, see text)

Received payments in 1983
D Amount of payment received in 1983
Characteristic Total ",3_' Median income Mean income
due | oceive
monta | menls oy o
$1 $500 | $1,000| $1,500 | $2,000 | $3,000 | $5,000 | $7,000 ard ard
in in 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 and | Value eror | Value ofror
1083 1083 | Total $490 | €900 | $1,499 | $1,900 | $2,000 | $4,900 | $6,000 over| (Dol)| (Dol)| (Dol) (Dol.)
1 040 206 ( 1 641 170 194 227 198 968 3 90 82| 2088 87 | 2 €90 144
2 085 650 | 1396 239 303 230 168 229 147 43 39| 133 64| 1930 122
2 524 609 | 1715 208 206 272 221 911 234 63 33| 1401 68| 1984 120
1471 149 1922 114 202 188 143 208 224 80 88| 2 080 101 | 2629 166
1 983 450 | 1 634 148 239 204 168 339 248 101 93| 2032 92| 2602 119
1 020 497 | 1423 200 249 230 187 283 197 28 20| 1440 68| 10863 135
82 1 81 4 ] 23 10 5 16 [ 9 1719 454 | 4 082 1 483
2 281 2 261 70 287 301 918 584 446 130 13| 2 218 88| 2888 128
503 503 93 204 98 48 43 10 3 889 44| 1207 124
204 284 246 37 1 - - - - - 289 27 261 17
088 ™ [ty ® ® (b (") 090 0 ™ (Y 23] ™
g :: sg? 1;; 1og 2? 23 16 - 2 - 497 56 e(sao 58
4“4 189 268 ['14 [ ) 44 1 8 6 - 2 O(IBJ % 79& (3
243 70 187 50 a“ 2 12 20 4 1 ] a7 18| 18518 342
9 001 082| 2420 334 364 387 204 488 402 17 102 | 1 780 69| 2385 104
2 %68 471 1 894 256 278 204 203 378 321 83 72| 1792 85| 2400 124
1737 336 | 1400 184 204 224 148 287 250 7 51| 1007 102 | 2 502 154
628 138 494 102 74 70 58 01 62 16 21| 1603 139 | 2113 190
726 191 535 1] o 62 81 80 82 24 30| 1749 113| 2332 174
323 8 256 33 30 33 49 40 48 15 12| 1840 131 2 283 200
402 126 an 45 56 29 33 50 35 9 19] 1614 208 | 2377 280
904 296 609 7 133 101 ] 129 56 16 20| 1480 107 | 2 182 245
310 728 | 2 402 329 394 344 302 480 37 97 77| 1722 64| 2275 102
2 330 500 | 1830 280 300 283 200 368 275 67 60| 165 81| 2252 125
1 900 414 | 1 485 220 235 238 178 297 218 58 44 | 1 842 68| 2239 146
430 88 345 390 73 48 31 ral 50 8 16| 1710 231 | 2 308 219
1 448 405 | 1 041 108 149 138 138 201 180 (.} 61| 1083 101 | 2 680 172
647 1”7 400 39 63 n” 45 68 76 35 4| 2110 183 | 3105 330
3 001 02| 2429 334 304 357 284 468 402 117 102 | 1780 69| 2385 104
624 117 507 50 45 80 41 114 117 28 32| 2331 156 | 2 635 218
1411 203 | 1148 163 156 170 138 204 197 (-] 83| 1813 98| 2515 182
507 174 423 87 [ ] 52 50 [ ] 47 15 9] 1624 140 | 1 868 122
26 4 21 4 5 - 1 3 - 3 ®) (8) ®) ®)
83 20 63 13 16 - 1" 15 6 2 -
350 84 267 47 56 50 38 7 33 4 41 1 3(154) 1(:?& 1 7(9312 2(284)
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Table 4. Amount of Chiid Support Payments Received in 1983, by Selected Characteristics

of Women—Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Womeén with own chiidren under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, sse taxt)
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women have more than one or none of the types of income specified.

ended in
in
in the Armed Forces.
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Table 5. Amount of Child Support Payments Recelved in 1983, by Total Family Money
income in 1983 and Type of Family

(Numbers in thousands. Familles having women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1964. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Recsived payments in 1983
Did Amount of payment received in 1963
Characteristic Total ",f Median income Meen income
celve
monts | monis ™ oy
$1| $500| $1,000 | $1,500 [ $2,000 | $3,000 | $5,000 | $7,000 ard ard
n 0 to 0 0 o 0 0 and | Value omor | Value efror
1983 | 1963 | Total $999 | $1,490 | 81,000 | $2,900 | $4,969 | $6,989 over | (Dol)| (Dol)| (Dol)
ALL FAMILIES
Total Family income in 1983
944 | 3 010 404 493 353 599 461 136 121 1717 59| 2383
42 74 7 30 28 33 20 16 15
% 45 6 20 12 3 - 2 - -
75 128 28 38 18 15 28 7 - - 22| 1 2
17 136 33 33 22 16 23 7 1 -| 1000 166 | 1 226
80 183 AN 41 18 31 33 23 [-] -] 1524 213 | 1 6687
76 180 27 38 47 18 38 28 5 -| 1370 114 | 1 635
49 192 35 26 45 19 26 37 2 3] 1391 122 | 1819
53 202 56 48 40 0 86 41 1 11| 1558 194 | 1 989
211 801 87 116 103 91 166 145 43 30| 2019 116 | 2 380
61 246 43 10 32 20 52 46 ® 16| 1 908 215| 2 684
88 221 17 20 20 3B 41 44 1" 16| 2 029 223 | 3 107 386
116 5687 40 a8 91 68 108 81 48 46| 1 995 152 | 3 351 388
9867 |14 339 | 12850 11 448 | 12 618 | 14 391 | 15 970 | 16 612 | 18 217 | 20 268
684 387 765 | 1 082 48| 1227 653 1531 | 1958
18 540 | 23 357 | 18 255 | 20 070 | 22 736 | 24 823 | 23 967 | 24 571 | 32 128 | 34 454
820 522| 1208| 1208 1332| 1786| 1180 | 1 219 | 2 608 | 2 582
5158| 6657 | 5150| 5680| 6409 | 7 322| 6821 | 7121 | 6 220| 8 950
314 215 473 472 545 79 1275 1258
044 | 1 503 385 381 3N 197 218 81 19 3| 10561 49| 1 257 40
723 15 61 100 89 183 44 10| 2 438 92| 2577 66
308 5 23 14 35 71 90 31| 3139 49| 3 en 244
148 - 12 7 12 27 49 20 18| 3 568 372 | 3 985 365
188 - 8 " 16 40 35 17 42| 3 553 564 | 5 176 567
73 - [} 1 5 13 14 4 17 ®) B) (B) ®)
5668 | 2 029 250 308 316 228 409 330 96 100 | 1 806 75| 2 406
32 61 22 24 24 21 7 25 13 14 gg g; g
34 45 (] 20 12 3 - 2 - -
70 126 28 38 15 15 20 7 - - 984 191 | 122
104 131 3N 32 16 23 7 1 -] 1047 176 | 1 246
™ 178 30 38 18 31 32 23 [] -1 188 200 | 1 691
67 192 24 34 47 18 38 28 5 -| 1 408 120 | 1677
K3 162 26 17 44 18 20 M 2 3| 1440 147 | 1 015
38 230 42 20 34 24 40 39 1" 1] 1699 2321 2 179
109 613 46 80 ” 70 148 128 K ] 30| 2 230 128 | 2 611
17 131 13 [ ] 15 12 33 27 [] 16| 2 587 3 684
3 4 9 7 24 18 4 12| 2730 300 | 4312
14 140 - 13 23 14 30 17 13 20| 2644 301 | 6 010
7600|12903 (10202 | © 151 |11 303 | 12 373 | 15 099 | 15 632 | 17 829 | 20 268
083 770 581 1314| 1024| 1012]| 1767 | 1958
1081516 508 | 11 268 | 13 077 | 15 268 | 15 869 | 18 241 | 18 051 | 22 107 | 30 397
675| 1 066 658 | 1243 016 872| 1752 | 2 435
3458| 5304 | 3712| 4228 | 4043 | 5477 965 860 | 7 207 | 8 413
265 190 388 482 “e 618 476 491 | 1124 | 1276
568 904 231 190 174 82 97 19 3 - 930 54 | 1060
579 15 61 ] 80 176 127 19 4| 2 201 104 | 2 204
278 ] 21 14 K -] 60 20 25 28| 3 081 255 | 3 466
138 - 12 7 12 27 48 17 17| 3 482 385 | 3 888
161 - 8 " 16 40 35 17 38| 3374 506 | 4 683
" - 9 1" [ 1 14 4 17 ®) ®) ®)
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Table 5. Amount of Chlid Support Payments Received In 1983, by Total Family Money
Income In 1983 and Type of Family—Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Families having women with own children under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Received payments in 1883
Did Amount of payment received in 1883
Characteristic Total ": Median income Mean income
due | celve
pay- pay- Stand- Stand-
ments [ ments $1 $500 | $1,000 | $1,500 | $2,000 | $3,000 | $5,000 | $7,000 ard ard
in in 10 10 10 0 o to to and | Value emor | Value error
1883 1883 Total $909 | $1,490 | $1,000 | $2,000 | $4,909 | $6,999 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
ALL OTHER FAMILIES
Total Family Income in 1983
1358 k144 981 154 185 138 124 180 130 49 21| 1558 94 | 2 060 109
sg zg 42 17 18 16 15 18 16 (B) ®) (gi B; 23; Eg;
7 5 2 - - - - 2 - - - B) (B) (8)
Y s 1 1 -1 S e e e s e - T - 1 - T
28 18 7 2 5 1 - - - - - B; B) (8) (B)
41 1" 0 9 [} 1 2 ] 3 - - ; B) B) (B)
80 18 62 13 18 6 (-} 17 2 - - B B) B) (B)
290 102 188 42 36 28 20 40 16 8 -1 13N 202 | 1624 155
159 44 115 30 13 17 17 19 19 - -] 1436 238 | 1575 173
202 141 14 25 20 27 18 25 7 4| 1708 163 | 2 422 356
529 101 427 40 74 68 52 78 84 34 17| 1807 152 | 2 482 195
19 680 | 18 831 | 20 144 | 20 228 | 16 741 | 21 815 | 22 384 | 10 209 | 24 464 g ) (0] ) (X)
1 082 820 1817 1890| 2084 | 2 497 | 1 740 434 B (X)
35 341 | 30 144 | 37 338 | 20 641 | 31 756 | 30 827 | 41 206 | 36 992 | 41 127 E 88 X) (X
889 | 1421 | 1087 | 2302| 2098 | 2888 | 3 489 | 2 733 638 s)() (X{
8083| 7022| 8480| 6775| 7378| 8976| 9600| 8088 | 9 370 Bg #X) % xX) (X)
356 583 437 910 870 1208| 1403| 1005| 1 248 B X) X) ) (X)
Child as a Percent of
1167 377 790 154 182 137 1156 121 62 16 3| 1218 78 | 1 458 64
143 143 - 1 1 1} 45 56 25 6| 3551 323 | 3719 208
% ] I - T T B | N -1 11
8 6 - - - - - - - 6 B; (8) (8) (B)
2 2 - - - - 2 - - - B) (8) B) (8)

Note: The number of families is less than the number of women, since a family may have more than one women due child support payments in 1883.
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Table 6. Receipt of Child Support Payments in 1983—Women With Chiidren Present, by

Type of Arrangement and Method of Payment

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1964. For meaning of symbols, see fext)

Total due payments Amount of payments due in 1963
Characteristic Stand- $1 $500| $1000| $1,500| $2000| $3,000|  $5000 $7,000
ard 0 0 0 0 o 0 -3 and
Number error $499 $999 $1,499 $1,900 $2,090 $4,000 96,000 over
3 996 133 181 443 788 642 907 725 174 134
088 68 60 142 282 162 176 122 22 13
284 ] ] 19 50 86 78 48 14 4
180 29 13 27 31 7 7 28 5 2
322 39 28 15 82 58 64 65 7 9
232 33 ] 20 44 52 60 44 8 -
2018 ] 69 221 310 282 492 420 119 108
1779 285 449 628 1 010 1679 2 622 4 319 11 464
78 136 28 31 47 7 98 n 1 485
12 008 6 663 10 081 9 806 10 707 11 802 14 668 17 714 23 081
248 837 738 481 566 467 563 1 452 1994
916 % 7 145 224 144 192 105 23 6
% -] 39 49 39 4 33 ®) ®
if Full Amount of Payments Were Received in 1963:
Mean income from child supporte. ......... seveesassess. . dONOrS. . 281 07 7682 1 201 1713 3 677 5 611 13 572
Standerd error dollers. . 77 14 10 6 9 13 33 64 1 421
. .dollers. . 12 774 6 811 10 374 10 379 11 417 12 783 16 733 19 008 251
.. 245 538 734 458 662 456 568 1373 1 940
838 % 74 140 210 130 179 83 20 2
4 ®) 39 47 37 43 30 ® ®)
2 524 107 12 3n 581 407 568 425 91 49
609 61 45 118 241 16 163 95 22 9
214 32 9 15 49 39 54 33 12 4
127 24 13 23 23 22 22 20 2 2
208 3 13 9 50 34 47 44 6 3
150 27 5 15 36 33 33 28 8 -
1 009 a8 26 131 163 162 249 205 42 31
1334 128 393 508 941 1 347 2 301 3 403
22 33 38 80 72 128 432
10 976 6 000 10 <27 9 182 9 566 11 541 13 354 15 807
201 681 988 5580 578 599 668 1 889
008 % 48 108 176 108 133 81 15 1
84 ®) 34 43 k) 38 2 ®) ®)
Mean income from child support®. .. 2 288 328 754 1 200 1716 2 381 3 641 8 607
Standard 15 12 8 1 17 41 04
11 631 6 281 10 780 9 876 10 343 12 578 14 703 18 011
201 082 982 544 576 583 643 1 100
613 & 45 108 162 9 126 89 18 -
80 ®) R “ 32 » ®) ®) ®)
1297 ” 49 107 211 2185 208 88 78
121 24 4 21 14 48 10 23 - 4
64 - 4 [} 16 21 14 - -
. 83 - 3 9 16 16 8 3 -
cseee 97 193 2 31 21 12 13 - 4
. 67 Q - ] 8 14 24 16 - -
cenes 004 91 73 140 104 224 192 o4 68
Mean income from child support®..... doliars. . 2 501 144 049 1 088 276 3 098 12 422
Standerd OMor........oc0e00nees dollers. . 150 53 48 81 172 138 511
Mean total money income ....... dollers. . 14 278 9123 11 508 13 002 13 198 17 164 24 571
Standerd OTOf. . ...oeivieresnerscsnnssrsscccssssasesJONEEB. . 478 1 087 o71 1130 787 1112 2 186
Number below poverty Ievel.........ccvvieiereieensseierassanese 200 % 15 27 45 30 81 22 5 4
SURNABNT OITOr .. .. eiveiererersasensansessssesssssasrsansnnse . 48 ®) ®) ®) ®) ®) ®) ®) ®)

See footnotes at end of tabie.
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Table 6. Receipt of Chiid Support Payments in 1983—Women With Chiidren Present, by

Type of Arrangement and Method of Payment—Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own cohildren under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1964. For meaning of symbois, see text)
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Total due payments Amount of payments due In 1983
Characteristic Stand- 81 8500| 1000 1500 $2000] 93000| 85000 $7.000
ard to to t0 0 1o 10 0 and
Number error $490 $999 $1,400 $1,000 $2,000 $4,000 $6,000 over
TYPE OF ARRANGEMENT—Con.
Voluntary Written Agresment—Con.
¥ Full Amount of Payments Were Received in 1963:
2 088 791 1202 12 402 3728 13 284
185 22 13 16 21 58 1518
14 726 9 337 11 848 13 844 13 568 17 833 25 432
473 1 080 (] 1173 m 1083 2
161 % 18 25 45 24 45 2 5 -
4“ ®) ®) ®) (B) ®) ®) ®) ®)
1088 ] m” 219 300 208 480 3 17 90
450 48 26 63 130 85 68 54 71 2
108 22 6 4 21 17 28 21 9 1
69 (g 5 5 13 13 24 9 - -
137 ) 4 k] 17 27 35 - []
107 22 - 9 18 22 34 17 8 -
1113 72 31 114 183 132 280 235 90 n”
2 072 424 434 835 1010 1019 2 798 4 608 11 089
100 312 40 46 74 129 131 206 823
13 149 783 10 224 10 518 11 661 13 048 15 683 10 082 23 016
365 742 1218 804 785 683 904 1 965 1333
u % 2 64 87 42 7 40 12 1
...... 60 (8) ®) 30 ®) ®) ®) ®) ®)
if Full Amount of Payments Were Recesived in 1983;
. 2710 267 756 1 209 1 708 2 401 37 5 577 12 583
. 100 26 14 9 13 16 49 73 948
. 13 840 6 839 10 646 11 000 12 871 13 691 16 589 19 943 24 509
. . . 3868 744 1211 [} 763 681 008 1914 1575
Number below poverty level............... 300 % 28 50 ” 35 65 k-3 9 -
Standand OTOr . ..coovvnrenrrirareniennns 87 ®) ®) 29 ®) ®) ®) ®) B)
1 020 3 100 218 411 347 430 328 52 35
497 43 33 [ ] 132 m” 108 o8 " 10
176 20 3 14 37 38 50 25 6 3
102 2 8 2 17 4 1 13 [} 2
m a8 17 1" 47 36 2 20 6 -
128 4 ] 1" 28 30 26 7 - -
843 63 33 102 151 143 207 168 23 20
1 980 178 484 614 1 000 1 430 2 390
104 20 39 42 82 82 144
10 803 6 820 9 874 9 155 9 809 11 082 19 678
832 787 887 619 806 631 758
Number below poverty IBVel. ........ccouettnecercraccscscsccnnns 564 48 81 1% [ ] 12 88 11 4
SNAMNT OO ... .oiiirirrntrtesecrsasnnensensssesossssnnnnes 78 & ®) ] 38 32 k) ®) ®) ®)
It Full Amount of Payments Were Recsived In 1963
240 328 768 1104 1719 2373 3 638
108 18 14 [ 12 20 47
11 608 8 678 10 167 9 738 10 621 11 964 14 824
327 764 852 611 799 815 7004
513 % 43 81 182 92 107 47 11 -
73 ®) 2 37 3 k) ® ®) ®)

Yincludes a small number of

not

women whose arrangement ‘other,’ or whose method of payment ‘some other method,’ not shown separately.
Mmmhudmdmdnmmummmm:mm e by
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Table 7. Percent of Chiid Support Payments Received in 1983, by Selected Characteristics

of All Women and Women With incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbois, see text)

Hf tull amount of

Percent of payments received (thous.) actually h payments were received
Mean total Mean child Mean total

Characteristic Tz money income support inc. money income
mx Stand- Stand- Stand-
0.1 260 50.0 75.0 100.0 ard ard ard
in 1983 to 10 L] o and Value error Value eror Value error
(Thous.) 0.0 24.9 49.9 74.9 99.9 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
3 995 088 284 180 322 232 | 2018 12 005 248 | 2 521 77| 12774 245
133 68 k] 2 39 33 88 x) ) [t} x) x) )
1228 345 112 54 103 57 665 10 290 457 | 2 424 96| 11 161 452
434 55 28 40 25 24 262 11 011 708 2 870 353 | 11 544 709
2 082 494 132 7 1 127 1 080 13 722 333 2 641 114 | 14 511 330
24 1" 5 - - 4 4 (8) (8) (8) (8) (8) 8)
219 83 7 8 23 20 108 6 619 588 1241 980 7 000 585
3 389 774 237 163 276 190 1 746 12 357 276 652 89| 13 132 274
534 164 43 16 43 39 229 9 695 532 1767 99 | 10 446 543
252 o4 14 12 17 7 107 10 206 124 225 393 | 11 284 1 239
273 636 170 104 219 183 1 453 12 978 311 2 646 93| 13 715 309
1167 311 60 45 o 66 585 12 682 480 2 386 97 | 13 393 486
1 568 325 100 60 120 87 868 13 198 401 2 840 146 | 13 955 398
1 280 322 14 76 104 7 565 9 894 459 | 2 248 167 | 10 731 480
601 148 52 24 40 37 380 12 373 529 | 2 609 126 | 13 160 521
1077 302 64 58 85 84 485 11 669 408 2 781 198 | 12 633 412
1 409 27 108 65 112 80 769 12 046 442 | 2 345 110 | 12 624 439
817 230 a2 33 ] 32 375 12 066 449 | 2 408 105 | 12 892 443
107 201 107 62 96 n 4468 8 195 347 | 2039 170 | 8 981 344
1 947 420 137 88 153 123 1 026 127171 330 | 2558 84 | 13 536 329
976 248 40 30 7% 39 548 14 650 612 2 976 189 | 15 417 606
1 830 433 134 199 108 969 11 682 354 1 965 70| 12 320 353
1 468 375 14 67 85 88 741 12 762 408 ( 2 968 156 | 13 662 405
480 127 28 12 22 34 235 10 800 598 2 999 171 11 679 591
139 2 8 13 16 5 74 12 485 1 788 3 840 878 | 13 335 1758
178 48 14 ] 7 2 100 6 267 626 1872 170| 7 015 610
532 192 21 2 52 33 215 7129 376 1775 117 7 935 407
2 066 483 150 m 157 131 1016 11 279 306 | 2412 80 | 12 070 301
784 163 () 37 7% 47 3 13 535 542 2619 140 | 14 312 544
447 T2 7 8 33 20 289 20 710 999 | 3 988 450 | 21 327 990
1980 and later 1 658 274 157 108 148 -] 887 2 216 12 369 382 2 907 155 13 107 378
1975 to 1979. 1317 328 76 45 108 96 667 1 620 11 951 395 2 384 98 | 12 737 395
1970 to 1974. 505 215 27 17 33 22 281 1329 12 895 719 2 113 123 | 13 685 715
Before 1970........... 208 a8 17 5 12 [} 75 1 559 12 566 1 357 2 817 3491 13 824 1323
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Table 7. Percent of Chiild Support Payments Received Iin 1983, by Selected Characteristics
of All Women and Women With incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983—Con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbois, see text)

. If tull amount of
Percent of payments received (thous.) Payments actually received payments were received
Mean child' Mean total Mean child Mean total
Characteristic T&,".’ support inc. money income support inc. money income
pay- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
ments 1 250 50.0 75.0 100.0 ard ard ard ard
in 1983 t0 to to to and Value error Value eror Valve error Value eror
(Thous.) 0.0 249 499 74.9 99.9 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
ALL WOMEN-—Con.
Inclusion of Health
Insurance in Awsrd
Health insurance included ......... 1 640 298 124 84 139 122 1172 2278 127 | 13 502 359 2 899 123 | 14 149 358
Health insurance not included ...... 2 055 659 160 97 183 110 846 13N 89| 10 582 330 2 164 84 | 11 476 329
Type of Arrangement
Court-ordered payments . .... 2 524 809 214 127 205 159 1 009 1334 86| 10 976 201 2 288 80 | 11 831 291
Voluntary wntten agreement or
Other type......covivvnenncencnas 147 149 69 53 17 73 1010 2 543 145 13 771 434 2 921 141 | 14 221 433
Method of Payments
Directly from child's father ......... 19983 459 108 69 137 107 1113 2 072 100 | 13 148 365 2 710 100 | 13 840 366
Through a court of public
1 920 497 176 102 1 125 848 1 380 104 | 10 803 332 2 240 105 11 666 327
82 1 - 9 14 - 57 4 016 1442 | 12 373 1 635 4 478 1420 | 12 834 1 615
Receipt of Payments
Regularly ................ 2 251 - - - 232 2018 2 856 123 | 14 100 353 2 838 121 | 14 129 353
Occasionally ....... 503 - 180 322 - - 1 207 124 | 10 913 581 2 375 2111 12 082 610
. 284 284 - - - - 261 17 9 379 645 2 289 139 | 11 407 661
Never ....coeviiiiiininninnninnes 858 X) 9 x) [14] (04] ™) ™ 409 1 924 80 | 10 358 427
Main Reason for
Irreguiar Payments
Child's father refused to pay ....... 828 494 162 64 107 88 262 29 8 820 413 2018 90 | 10 576 422
Unable to locate child's father...... 230 199 21 8 3 38 13 8 619 812 2 105 235 | 10 688 898
All other reasons ....... Ceeeneaeans 444 189 75 57 123 &; 455 56 9 559 591 2 012 105 | 11 116 606
Did not know ......... reesisenaeas 243 76 26 51 90 1043 246 | 11 114 9857 2 634 400 | 12 705 1012
Work Experience in 1983
Worked .......... 3 091 662 231 138 251 183 1 616 1874 86| 14 176 272 2 583 87| 14 919 27
Worked at full-time jobs ......... 2 365 47 184 109 200 164 1238 1 922 104 | 15 896 301 2 615 105 | 16 632 301
5010 52 weeks ..........uunne 1737 336 108 89 134 136 934 2 017 129 | 18 100 342 2 656 128 [ 18 786 343
49 weeks Or 1888 ..........us0 628 135 76 20 68 28 304 1 159 9 804 432 2 501 175 | 10 677 437
Worked at part-time jobs ........ 726 191 46 28 51 29 378 1718 142 8 571 481 2 480 138 9 337 476
50 to 52 weeks...... 323 66 21 14 27 12 183 1819 179 | 11 219 626 2 528 181 | 11 827 629
49 weeks or less ...... 402 125 27 14 24 17 195 1637 212 6 441 661 2 442 203 7 254 649
Did not work ........ veesnsnsscens 904 206 53 43 72 39 402 1 455 173 4 584 2 307 169 5 442 347
Work Experience Before
or at Time of
Separation®
Worked during 5 years before
or at time of separation........... 3 130 728 250 138 255 184 1576 1 746 83| 12 705 287 2 517 82| 13 503 284
Worked at time of
86paration ............... 2 330 500 191 m 185 140 1 204 1769 103 | 13 624 319 2 500 103 | 14 380 317
Worked at full-time jobs ....... 1 900 414 168 83 147 11 976 1 751 119 | 13 960 351 2 507 120 | 14 759 350
Worked at part-time jobs ...... 430 86 23 28 38 28 227 1 847 189 | 12 139 744 2 468 176 | 12 764 730
Did not work at time of
separation ..... PP 1 448 405 86 62 114 72 707 1 836 134 | 10 211 413 2 747 132 | 11 043 409
Did not work during 5 years
before or at time of
86PArAtoON .....ciiiniiiiiiniannee 647 m 27 34 44 28 336 2 253 254 | 10 438 537 2 973 257 | 11 199 538
Occupation of
Longest Job in 1983
Total®............... 3 091 662 231 138 251 193 1616 1874 88| 14 176 272 2 583 87 | 14 919 27
Managerial and professional
specialty occupations ............ 624 17 47 22 49 34 354 2 383 190 | 20 250 701 3 099 173 | 21 026 688
Technical, sales, and
administrative support
occupations ....... Cerereees 1411 263 107 61 110 26 775 2 047 154 | 14 644 389 2 685 149 | 15 328 387
Service occupations........ 597 174 41 30 48 36 268 1324 102 8 627 371 2103 115 9 411 368
Farming, forestry, and fishing
OCCUPALONS . ....vvvnuscns ereaen 25 4 3 - 1 - 16 B) ®) B) B) (8) (8) ®) (B8)
Precision production, craft, and
repair occupations ............ 83 20 12 3 9 - 39 1101 235 | 12 814 1 423 1876 199 | 13 500 1388
Operators, fabricators, and
1abOrer8. v vurinirenenennnnnnns 350 84 21 22 34 7 164 1 364 1821 11 672 534 2 258 279 | 12 566 579

See footnotes at end of table.



Table 7. Percent of Child Support Payments Received In 1983, by Selected Characteristics
of All Women and Women With incomes Beiow the Poverty Level in 1983 —Con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Percent of payments received (thous.) Payments actually received w"mmmmmd
Mean chiid Mean total Mean child Mean total
Characteristic Tﬁ support inc.! money income support inc. money income
pay- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
ments 50.0 75.0 100.0 ard ard ard
in 1983 to to to to and Value error Value error Vaive orror Value eror
(Thous.) 0.0 249 49.9 749 99.9 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
3 083 658 231 138 250 190 1618 1877 87 | 14 208 272 2 584 87 | 14 949 an
2 861 436 231 138 250 180 1616 2 023 92 | 14 537 2868 2 639 92| 15 180 266
604 170 62 26 50 26 268 1 359 137 9 631 417 2 249 179 | 10 558 441
244 84 24 " 20 10 95 950 144 6 075 348 1 639 120 6 858 356
225 73 23 1" 20 7 92 972 153 6 088 362 1 648 127 6 843 3n
386 90 45 19 30 16 186 1 585 193 | 11 778 548 2 603 266 | 12 796 586
2 344 31 165 121 198 166 1 382 2 193 107 | 15 624 323 2754 106 | 18 230 324
205 5 3 17 12 - 168 4 020 465 | 20 468 1185 4 342 464 | 20 801 1169
223 223 x) (0] (0] ) x) x| 9975 626| 1873 201 11 847 628
911 209 53 43 72 42 403 1 449 172 4 555 349 2 307 168 5 418 344
472 197 28 18 32 27 170 869 90 5 464 359 1893 99 6 491 354
377 173 17 12 23 23 128 871 108 5 041 221 1 961 115 6 132 225
357 168 17 9 23 23 118 864 110 5124 | - 228 1 966 121 6 227 231
134 40 1 ] 10 10 57 9805 139 7 087 1112 1 627 144 7 797 1097
491 94 22 35 49 25 2668 2 015 305 5 307 618 2 598 296 5 800 608
58 4 - - 5 - 50 (8) ()] ®) (B) (8) ®) (8) ®)
2179 445 159 78 182 120 1195 2 082 104 | 13 740 364 2 768 103 | 14 449 382
1757 499 120 100 134 109 795 1 445 119 | 10 029 306 2 234 119 | 10 877 3068
59 14 4 2 7 3 28 (8) (®) (8) ®) ()] (8) ®) ®)
916 348 62 41 81 44 340 884 128 4 624 272 1818 138 5 457 288
98 81 (8) (1] 20 ®) 60 X) x) (0] x) (0] ) (t4]
69 45 8 12 - 18 618 354 3 051 1 300 1 087 447 4 420 1333
189 31 9 18 1 14 108 1 258 200 4 630 533 1 885 359 5 260 624
61i 222 40 14 49 12 168 6(682 1(730 4 9(13'; 3(433 1 0(288 1(787 5 9(881 3(%3
119 42 5 4 9 [} 50 59& 222 3 684 45& 1 09& 233 41 40&
053 250 48 67 22 231 943 164 4 494 1 968 174 8 520 359
243 20 14 [] 13 22 28 730 180 4 812 1 424 202 8 208 481
76 p<) ] 9 5 - 34 1051 743 4 8512 1419 1 845 660 8 308 1 444
863 224 25 20 59 25 240 967 172 | 4 388 318 1845 177 | 6§ 287 325
. 313 130 36 15 m 827 224 4 340 421 1723 251 5 238 448
. . 280 04 13 10 23 1" 129 1124 262 4 442 471 1 882 247 6 300 476
Outside metropoiitan arees ........ 323 124 k14 21 22 19 100 731 212 4774 620 1761 268 5 804 e77
142 57 1" 7 13 [ ] 47 937 329 4 739 581 2 103 332 5 906 85683
260 139 9 8 28 11 682 210 4 897 4684 1 882 262 6 098 515
341 88 28 13 23 23 165 926 174 3 970 303 1 633 172 4 578 399
173 66 16 12 17 4 61 1 062 343 4 878 728 2 035 353 5 854 737
373 147 23 18 18 144 784 180 4 116 384 1 642 176 4 974 389
408 139 33 8 183 981 185 4 763 430 1 012 225 5 717 47
137 7 [] 13 43 928 380 4 928 722 2 003 410 6 002 747
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Table 7. Percent of Child Support Payments Received In 1983, by Seiected Characteristics
of All Women and Women With incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983—Con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Percent of payments received (thous.) Payments actually received m’%m
Mean chiid Meen total Mean child Meen total
Characteristic Total support nc.! money income support inc. money Income
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
25.0 50.0 75.0 100.0 ard ard ard ard
in 1983 0 10 o to and Value efror Value oror Value ofror Value orror
(Thous.) 0.0 249 49.9 749 9.9 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
WOMEN WITH INCOMES
BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IN 1983—Con.
126 31 12 38 14 124 648 140 3 965 1 407 161 4723 381
341 140 2 18 20 22 13 981 230 4 601 478 2 032 200 8 652 509
168 63 3 [} 4 8 83 1127 382 6 257 680 2 080 335 8 154 726
81 18 8 7 ) - (8) ®) ®) ®) ®) ®) ®) ®
7 [] 4 - 843 4 385 912 1 641 368 8 182 985
214 102 1 7 18 ] 70 680 4 318 827 1623 208 5 258 847
149 k] 25 35 31 164 034 174 4 676 405 1 900 199 5 643 421
197 63 8 4 17 48 1083 411 4 338 () 1016 412 5 224 791
29 12 - - 1 ®) (8) (®) (8) ®) ®) ®) ®)
413 108 3 27 35 18 190 1 160 214 4 883 308 1 067 230 6 411 410
264 137 17 7 24 16 58 643 207 4 820 501 1 838 240 6 018 608
M 83 3 " ] 38 622 374 4 741 m 1872 382 6 791 876
20 1" 8 - 2 - - ®) ®) ®) ®) ®) ®) ®) ®)
317 64 20 10 33 6 165 1835 282 4 644 499 2274 5 586 871
509 284 43 3 48 39 178 845 127 | 4 481 320 1873 142 5 389 321
666 308 60 25 83 33 187 603 129 4 408 323 1778 149 5 5583 338
250 40 3 15 27 1" 154 1394 202 4 678 496 1013 315 5 200 549
44 m 12 19 20 9 163 1 008 234 4 379 408 10814 234 5 098 430
554 237 50 18 45 35 169 727 140 4 609 368 1803 169 8 685 389
19 - - 4 7 - 8 ®) ®) ®) ® ®) ()] ®) ()]
- - 44 340 1748 208 4 983 381 1773 209 4 990 383
121 05 41 81 - - 1 020 268 4 5(? 908 1 ’(752 3(938 5 561 1 0(439
348 (4] [19] [¢4] (9] (9] g{ % 4 Nl 4(193 1 708 d 8 G?.)b 47,
257 163 30 14 20 155 82 4177 506 1 762 223 5774 581
85 65 12 8 - 53 44 3 788 739 1799 363 5 532 795
108 51 9 40 488 224 4 085 2 000 404 5 657 934
> 82 39 1 " 20 494 352 4 862 1 248 1013 508 6 31 1 264
459 162 45 18 47 14 182 875 176 5 198 405 1730 106 6 053 430
24 74 25 -9 34 8 883 5 784 612 1 603 209 6 505 669
78 25 3 8 15 3 25 957 7 282 1432 1817 497 8 143 1 580
155 49 22 1 - .19 (] 845 317 5 031 482 1 631 317 5 817 500
Z'g ':g 2(7) 12 1: g g? 0(%7 s 4 5(%2 4(%&; 1787 282 s 4(%"; 5(087
159 58 13 8 8 4 90& 31; 4 604 1 Og 3@ 5 387 81
457 196 18 2 33 30 158 803 185 3 847 331 1 902 106 4 857 362
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Table 7. Percent of Child Support Payments Received in 1983, by Selected Characteristics
of All Women and Women With incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1983 —Con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbois, see text)

Percent of payments received (thous.) Payments actually received payn’:ewgmogfewed
Mean child Mean total Mean child Mean total
Characteristic Tg:z support inc.! money income support inc. money income
pay- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
ments 25.0 50.0 75.0 100.0 ard ard ard ard
in 1983 to to to to Value error Vaiue ermor Value ermor Value error
(Thous.) 0.0 249 49.9 749 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Do) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
WOMEN WITH INCOMES
BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IN 1983—Con.
Work Experience Before
or at Time of
Separation®
Worked during 5 years before
or at time of separation........... 617 214 53 59 27 237 958 163 4 741 341 19027 177 5 712 365
Worked nt time of
8eparation ..........cieveenenn 373 132 35 10 35 13 147 892 198 4 820 437 1774 201 5 704 473
Worked at full-time jobs . 278 102 32 5 22 1" 108 894 236 4 964 528 1 818 243 5 887 579
Worked at part-time j 95 30 3 5 13 2 41 887 356 4 398 722 1 650 338 5 168 731
Did not wovk at ime
SOPATAtON .....uvvuierirennnan 424 174 22 27 37 21 143 957 203 | 4 505 416 | 2 053 220 | 5 601 426
Did not work during 5 years
before or at time of
86PAration ........ceeieniinnanen 180 92 5 8 13 8 53 819 202 | 4 347 841 1 906 283 | 5 434 634
Q’OIT of
Longest Job In 1983
» Totql'_.;;d....; ............... 459 152 18 47 14 182 875 176 | 6 188 405 1730 195| 6 053 430
pr
Tspecfalty occupations ............ 30 12 3 - 8 1 7 (8) B) B) ®) ®) ®) (B8) (8)
administrative wppon
occupations ....... 147 40 10 1 21 9 65 964 325| 5738 648 1 660 334 | 6435 666
Service occupations... .. 201 73 20 17 14 4 74 775 228 | 4 857 508 1 648 266 | 5 730 566
Farming, forestry, and fishi
occupations ............. 1 2 - - - ®) B) (®) B ®) B) (8) ®)
Precision production,
ir ations 25 8 8 - - - 9 ®) ®) ®) (8) (] ®) ®) (8)
Operators, fabricators, and
18bOrers. .....cooiviiiniiiaanennns 45 18 3 - 4 1 19 ®) ®) ®) (8) (8) (8) B) B)
Type of income in 1963
Witheamings ..........ocovneenne 459 152 18 47 14 182 875 176 5 198 405 1730 195 6 053 430
With other income” ............. 417 110 45 18 47 14 182 963 189 5127 418 1703 202 5 868 442
With government transfer
payments? ..........ceieenens 222 91 8 15 3 78 6468 205 4872 472| 1538 236 | 5764 487
Public assistance
................... 148 63 15 8 8 3 52 671 258 | 4575 542 | 1556 307 | 5 460 564
Aid to families with
children ............ 140 57 14 8 8 3 52 705 268 | 4 589 567 1 551 318 | 65 436 581
Other government
transter payments.......... 84 32 15 1 7 1 28 561 206 5 409 784 1 475 315 6 323 786
With other unearned
income 251 36 27 14 32 7 133 1 268 271 5 443 587 1 8683 281 6 040 628
9 - - 2 5 - 2 {)B(; g)B& fB) B) (B) (B) (B) 8)
42 42 x) ) 0 (o] xX) B) B) 8) ®) (B) (8)
Without eamings’........... veenns 457 196 18 2 33 30 158 883 185 3 847 331 1 902 185 4 857 362
With government transfer
yments” ..........ciiiiniaen 331 170 14 9 20 25 92 670 168 4 491 337 1827 224 5 647 379
Public assistance income ...... 311 164 1 ] 19 21 86 652 173 4 534 346 1844 235 5 726 392
Aid to families with dep.
idren ........ooiiiiene 290 157 1 7 19 21 76 628 177 | 4 601 354 | 1842 248 | 5 815 399
Other government transfer
L 48 19 - 3 10 13 ®) ()] B8) B8) B) (B) (B8) B)
With other uneamed
....................... 180 40 14 22 15 79 1 161 204 3 799 512 1 848 285 4 489 561
With alimony .........cocvvveee 19 - - - 3 - 17 B) (=)} 8) (8) 8) (8) (8) (8)
Tenure
Owner occupid . .ovvnvnenisnenns 144 79 20 12 33 15 118 1104 5§ 035 611 2 135 295 5 977 650
Renter occupied ..........oueeeiien 605 256 40 27 44 29 209 736 142 « 347 290 1 668 152 5 281 310
upier paid no cashrent ........ 35 13 2 2 3 - 13 8) (8) (B) ®) B) ()] (8) (8)

Mean amount based on all

s,

due p
2Remarried women whose previous mamage ended in divorce.

or not pay

’Wodowedwomenwhoseprawousmamageendodmdvoree
“Women of Spanish origin may be of any race.
women.

t job was in the Armed Forces.
some women have more than one or none of the types of income specified.

SExcludes never-married
SExcludes women whose

"Detail does not add to totai



Table 8. Alimony or Maintenance Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Selected
Characteristics of Women

(Numbers in thousands. Ever-divorced or currently separated women as of spring 1884. For meaning of symbols, see text)
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Total Alimony or maintenance payments—
Agreed to or awarded Not awarded
Total' Supposed to receive payments in 1983
Characteristic i
Total Received i not
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard Esti- ard
mate eror mate error mate efror mate efror mate oefror mate efror
Total ioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Cererteesesearenaeeas 17 392 250 2 416 105 791 60 608 53 183 29 14 976 237
Current Marital Status
6 366 165 880 64 90 20 45 (B) 45 (B) 5 485 154
2 631 109 268 35 168 28 146 26 22 B) 2 363 103
7 404 177 1 143 72 529 50 415 44 114 23 6 261 164
991 68 125 24 5 (B) 2 (B8) 2 B) 866 63
Race and Spanish Origin
White.............. 14 485 234 2 228 100 709 57 538 50 171 28 12 257 219
Black ... 2 595 113 164 33 75 22 65 (B) 10 g) 2 430 110
Spanish onigin® ........cciiieieiiiaintieneaeianecannes 1118 105 137 37 46 B) 26 B) 20 ) 981 98
Restsence  onmetropolitan
Inside metropolitan areas . 12 188 219 1727 89 593 52 467 47 126 24 10 459 205
Iinside central cities . 5 552 155 709 57 226 32 m 28 54 (B) 4 843 146
Outside central cities . 6 634 168 1018 68 367 41 295 37 72 B) 5 616 156
5 206 184 690 69 199 37 142 a 57 B) 4 517 172
2 894 107 402 441 185 166 26 19 (8) 2 492 100
4 190 130 609 51 166 114 22 51 (B) 3 581 120
6 314 155 730 55 241 32 183 28 57 B) 5 584 147
3 994 120 €75 50 200 145 23 55 B) 3 319 110
2 985 116 195 30 90 58 B) 32 B 2 790 112
5 135 150 555 51 254 34 199 30 55 (B) 4 580 142
3 659 128 631 54 218 32 167 28 51 (B) 3 028 17
5 612 156 1034 69 229 184 29 45 8) 4 578 142
Presence of Own Children From
an Absent Father
No children present .............co0vuee 10 556 206 1 608 86 369 41 275 36 95 21 8 948 192
One child or more present ......... 6 836 170 808 61 422 44 333 39 89 20 6 028 161
Educational Attainment
Elementary: 0 to 8 years .. 2 036 96 205 31 33 (8) 21 (B) 1 (B 1 831 91
High school: 1 to 3 years 2 875 114 295 37 86 20 52 (8) 34 B 2 580 108
4 years .... 7 698 180 1073 70 314 38 231 33 83 20 6 626 168
College: 110 3 years.. 2 867 113 477 47 189 30 159 27 30 (B) 2 391 104
4 years or mor¢ 1915 23 367 41 169 28 144 26 25 8) 1 548 84
Year of Divorce or Separation
1980 and later 5 553 155 676 56 435 45 353 40 82 20 4 877 146
1975 to 1979 4 108 135 494 48 192 30 155 27 37 (B) 3 614 127
1970 to 1974 2 583 108 336 40 96 21 14 (B) 25 (B) 2 248 101
Before 1970... 5 149 150 910 65 69 (8) 30 B) 39 8) 4 239 137
Work Experience in 1983
11 451 213 1 573 85 603 53 459 46 144 26 9 877 200
8 879 191 1165 73 450 46 339 40 112 23 7 714 180
6 621 168 868 63 312 38 246 34 66 B) 5 753 158
2 572 108 409 44 153 27 120 24 33 B) 2 163 99
5 841 160 843 62 188 30 149 26 39 (8) 5 098 149

See footnotes at end of table.
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Characteristics of Women—Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Ever-divorced or currently separated women as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)
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.
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production, craft, and repeir

forestry,

Worked during 5 years before or at time of

Work Experience Before or at
Time of Separation o
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Procision

women have more than one or none of the types of income specified.
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Table 8. Receipt of Allmony or Maintenance Payments Iin 1983, by Selected Characteristics
of Women ,
(Ever-divorced or currently separated women as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Payments agreed 10 or awarded' Payments not awarded
Received payments Did not receive payments
Mean tota!
Characteristic Mean total Mean income from Mean total money income
money income alimony/maint. money income
Standard Standard Standard Standard
Number Value error Value error | Number Value oror | Number Value error
(Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol)
Total........... 008 17 788 869 3 976 331 183 11 261 1172 14 976 10 158 124
45 (B] (8] (B) (B, 45 B 5 485 8 648 211
148 16 BJ 1 403 3 23& 80& 22 33} g} 2 383 8 319 242
415 18 485 1143 4 450 453 114 13 163 6 261 12 291 185
® ®) ®) ®) 2 ®) ®) 866 9 337 475
5& 18 604 945) 4 292 366 1:; 11 199 1234 12 % 13 :372 ;:g
28 g‘ g) g‘ ; 20 g; 981 7 569 589
487 19 282 1 006 4 283 416 126 13 192 1 541 10 450 11 051 158
1”7 17 255 1834 3 619 548 54 ) 4 843 10 415 234
296 20 4 1204 4 688 5§72 72 ; 5 616 11 509 214
142 12 818 1231 2 984 428 57 4 517 8 090 217
168 19 225 1 494 3 832 615 19 2 492 10 538 280
114 16 245 2 231 3 208 483 51 % 3 581 9 872 220
183 16 5§70 1 347 3 34 454 57 5 584 9 628 205
148 18 889 1 607 5 493 794 56 3 319 10 737 233
58 (B, B 2 790 7 065 215
199 16 12& 1 2 a‘g 56 B 4 580 11 673 230
167 20 537 1 610 5 615 700 51 ) 3 028 11 281 286
184 19 721 2 047 5 076 737 45 B 4 578 9 238 234
275 17 781 1197 5 262 614 96 11 602 1737 8 948 10 056 166
333 17 788 1241 2915 89 10 899 1 558 6 028 10 310 184
21 g 33 i “i 1" g g 1831 5 000 174
34 2 580 6 286 179
231 1039} 1 301 g 83 9 289 1 432 6 626 10 048 166
150 17 259 1 348 4 968 742 0 g} g; 2 301 12 857 356
144 24 789 2 328 5 0968 772 25 1 548 18 870 516
18 488 1234 4 483 483 9 750 1 443 4 877 10 834 205
1;? 18 525 1 > 8 755 577 37 g} E) g gl; :g g :2’;;
30 g; }B; g‘ g‘ ; 4 239 8 505 208
450 20 561 984 4 319 413 144 12 492 1283 9 877 13 249 156
339 22 523 1202 4 330 12 14 645 1 463 7714 14 910 168
248 24 488 1 388 4 381 574 68 ) 5 753 16 945 180
120 15 043 1 008 4 289 675 33 ; 2 163 7 324 310
149 9 216 1 457 2 915 424 » 5 088 4 170 121
Weoparation 1 Befors or st Time of
438 18 366 1108 3 709 376 141 11 756 1374 11 908 10 880 141
345 19 260 1170 3 759 450 105 12 275 1 568 9 468 11 607 160
256 19 589 1 2682 3 885 500 97 12 585 1 648 8 150 12 057 176
89 18 309 272 3 394 948 7 (Bg ®) 1318 8 824 333
263 15 863 1.2n 4 259 408 7 9 01 1733 5 508 7 184
172 16 317 1228 4 648 672 43 ®) ® 2 980 7 253 237
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Table 9. Recelpt of Alimony or Maintenance Payments In 1983, by Selected Characteristics
of Women—Con.
(Ever-divorced or currently separated women as of spring 1964. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Payments agreed to or awarded' Payments not awarded
Received payments Did not receive payments
Mean total
Characteristic Mean total Mean income from Mean total money income
money income alimony/maint. money income
Standard Standard Standard Standerd
Number Value ofror Value orror | Number Value Number Value Oor
(Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
Occupation Group of Longest Job in
1963
459 | 20 561 964 4 319 413 144 | 12 492 1 263 9877 13 249 150
134 | 27 178 2 222 4 369 722 20 ®) ®) 2018 20 042 439
239 18 760 1015 4 270 581 50 4 130 13 477 217
58 B 34 2138 8 049 201
- 1 83 4 078 990
3 B 7 320| 13 794 778
24 B 2 1191 10 606 283
456 20 728 082 4 351 418 144 12 492 1283 9 853 13 279 158
456 20 728 962 4 351 416 13 13 302 1 830 7 238 14 481 19
53 39 1780 10 139 258
5 B 17 409 6 109 254
5 13 413 5 940 250
47 26 1377 11 379 308
% g ;;0 1 :2 : v :“ [ -] 14 1 6 176 15 499 218
sl P& G ‘%l W R OB B M W R
153 9 001 1 431 2 854 417 39 B). 8 122 4 154 120
[} 24 B 3 181 571 140
28 9 1 108 4 365 109
22 9 928 4 517 120
42 B B 17 2 224 6 397 190
13| 104 1 3 18 2 341 5 734 238
153 9 001 1 431 2 854 a7 (09] (09] 00 o0
were not supposed to receive them in 1983.




Table 10. Alimony or Maintenance Payments Agreed to or Awarded—Ever-Divorced or
Currently Separated Women, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and
Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level In 1983

(Women as of spring 1884. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Al y of pay
Agreed to or awarded Not awarded
Supposed to receive payments in 1983
Received payments not receive payments Mean total
Characteristic Ow money income
Mean total Mean income from Mean total
money income alimony/maint. money income
Stand- Stand- Stand-
ard ard ard
Total Total' Total | Number Value eror Value orror | Number Vaiue orror | Number Value
(Thous.) | (Thous.) | (Thous.) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) { (Thous.) (Dol.)
ALL WOMEN
17 392 2 416 791 608 | 17 785 889 3 976 331 183 | 11 261 1172 14976 | 10 158
250 105 60 63 ™) (1] 00 ) 29 [08] [04] 237 ™
6 366 880 90 (B] (B) 45 5 485 648
2 631 288 168 148 | 16 e@ 1 ) 3 233 38 22 5@ g} 2 363 8 319
7 404 1143 520 415| 18 485 1143 4 450 453 114 13 163 6 261 12 291
991 5 ®) ) ®) ®) 2 ®) ®) 808 | © 337
Race and Spenish Origin
White ...ouvvninniinnnnnnas 1;;32 2% 7!772 62 18 604 945 4 292 366 1:& " 1950 1234 1%4233 12:;2
]l 11 137 4 26 8; ; g {g; 20 ia; 8‘ 981 | 7560
Age
18 to 29 years ... 185 90 B () (B) (B 32 ) () 2 790
30 to 39 years ... 5 135 555 254 199 16 12& 1 05& 2 457 56 g 23; 4 580 11 673
40 years and over .. 9 272 1 668 447 351 20 109 1319 5 332 511 96| 13 1 831 7 606 10 050
Educational Attainment
Lessthan 12 years .......cevvvenes 4 911 500 119 74 (B) (B) (B) [(5) 45 (B) ®) 4 411 5 752
High school: 4years .............. 7 668 1073 314 231 16 393 1233 3 015 4422 83 9 1 432 6 6826 | 10 048
College: 1to3years ......... 2 867 477 189 159 | 17 259 1 348 4 968 742 30 g; {g{ 2 391 12 857
4 years or more ...... 19015 367 169 144 | 24 789 2 328 5 096 772 25 1 548 18 870
of Own Children
From an Absent Father
No children present..........ece0ue 10 556 1 608 369 275 | 17 781 1197 5 282 614 95| 11 602 1737 8 948 ( 10 0568
One child or more present.......... 6 836 808 422 333.| 17 788 1240 2 915 300 89| 10 899 1 558 6028 | 10 310
Year of Divorce or
Separation
1980 and 1ater .....vvvvirnninaanas 5 553 676 353 | 18 488 1 4 463 493 9 750 1 443 4 877 10 834
e OB OB %S %8 § 3 8 B i ks
Before 1870 5 149 910 69 30 g; 8; (B; B) 39 B) ; 4 239 8 505
Work Experience in 1983
Worked........ooviiiiiiinnnnnnane 11 451 1573 603 459 | 20 561 964 4 319 413 144 12 492 1283 9 877 13 249
Mmoo S8 @] 8| M ER| B 1S B R e | | w
(] wee P
‘Worked at part-time jobs . 2 572 409 163 120 15 043 1 096 4 289 875 33 (B B) 2 163 7 324
Did not work ....ocvvvinniininnnnes 5 941 843 188 149 9 218 1 457 2 915 424 39 (=) (8) 5 098 4 170

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 10. Alimony or Maintenance Payments Agreed to or Awarded —Ever-Divorced or
Currently Separated Women, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and
Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level In 1983 —Con.

(Women as of spring 1884. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Alimony or maintenance payments—
Agreed to or awarded Not awarded
Supposed to receive payments in 1983
Characteri Received payments Did not receive payments Mean‘total
Mean total Mean income from Mean total
money income alimony/maint. money income
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
ard ard ard
Total' Total | Number Value eror Value error | Number Value error | Number Value error
(Thous.) | (Thous.) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol) (Dol) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol) | (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
WOMEN WITH INCOMES
BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IN 1983
352 17 71 ) B) (B) 48 (8) (8) 3 436 3 508 139
81 35 ®) 2’9(; g) &) () ) ) (X) 186 x) X)
47 4 - ) )] B; ) 4 sB) (8) 471 419
29 2 - §§) }B; B %g) 2 B) (B) 230 3 352 332
1 208 89 54 ) B] B) B) 34 (8) (B) 1633 3 745 195
1 Il 22 17 B) B) B) B) 5 B (8) 1101 3 800 239
2 309 95 53 B) (B) :B) (B) 42 { (8) 2 337 3 351 170
1 38 18 16 gg{ sB; B; (8) 2 33 (B) 1 025 3 864 247
38 1 2 B [(2) B) 9 B) (8) 377 3 565 660
52 23 12 }B) ) }B; 1 ) (8) 927 3 501 265
1 87 4 32 B Bi B; B 10 g; (B) 1 038 3 975 277
1 213 52 27 () B8 B (8) 25 (B) 1471 3 184 192
No children present................ 227 61 35 g; (B (8) () 26 (B) (8) 1711 2776 158
One child or more present.......... 125 56 38 [(2) (8) B) 20 8) (8) 1725 4 235 213
lincludes women who were not d to h

SWidowed women

whose previous marriage
“Women of Spanish origin may be of any race.

ended in divorce.

PP p ts in 1983.
2Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.



Table 11. Amount of Alimony or Maintenance Payments Received in 1983, by Selected

Characteristics of Women

(Numbers in thousands. Ever-divorced or currently separated women as of spring 1984. For meaning of symbols, see text)

47

Received payments in 1983

Amount of payment received in 1683

Did
not . .
Characteristic Total re- Median income Mean income
due | ceive
pay- pay- Stand- Stand-
ments [ ments $1 $500 | $1,000 | $1,500 | $2,000 | $3,000 | $5,000 | $7,000 ard ard
in in to to to to to to to and | Value emor | Value error
1983 1983 Total $499 $999 | $1,499 | $1,099 | $2,999 | $4,999 | $6,999 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol) (Dol.)
791 183 608 108 58 86 43 85 75 35 18| 2 113 220 | 3 976 331
28 53 22 8 20 (B) 20 19 (®) x) x) x) x)
90 45 45 9 1" 5 2 10 6 - 2 (8) (B) (8) (B)
168 22 146 19 12 29 10 12 24 15 25| 2 228 684 | 3 233 385
529 114 415 78 35 51 32 63 45 20 91| 2183 256 | 4 450 453
5 2 2 2 - - - - - - - 8) ()] (8) 8)
709 m 538 83 58 69 38 67 73 35 115| 2 318 276 | 4 202 366
75 10 65 23 - 15 5 18 2 - 2 B) (8) (B) (B]
48 20 26 2 3 4 5 7 3 - 3 B) (8) (8) (8
opolitan 593 126 467 84 48 65 32 66 49 22 102 | 2 068 263 | 4 283 4168
Inside contral Cities .........ccceevevninenieannens 226 54 171 35 12 31 7 32 19 ] 26| 2 021 45| 3 619 548
Outside central Cities ......ooeiinirieerasensanan 367 72 295 49 38 34 25 34 29 13 75| 2 112 3568 | 4 668 572
Outside MeUrOPOitan &reas ........ccveresesasanss 198 57 142 24 10 21 12 19 26 14 17| 2 266 573 | 2 964 426
185 19 166 32 16 32 14 15 14 15 28| 1612 276 | 3 832 615
166 51 114 24 14 17 3 20 8 8 21| 1923 522 ( 3 206 493
241 57 183 43 1 10 18 35 30 9 28| 2 304 289 | 3 394 454
200 55 145 9 17 27 9 14 23 4 41| 2718 634 | 5 483 794
90 32 58 16 9 25 4 4 - - - (B) (8) (8) (8)
254 55 199 43 29 24 17 38 22 4 21| 1 586 288 | 2 457 328
218 51 167 14 12 14 9 22 27 20 49 ( 3 924 752 | 5 615 700
229 45 184 35 8 23 13 21 25 1 48| 2 659 572 | 5076 737
369 95 275 46 16 25 25 39 32 20 72| 2 681 355 | 5 2682 614
One child or More present .........c.coceiveeniennas 422 89 333 62 42 61 19 48 43 15 48| 1 552 272 | 2 915 300
33 1 21 1 - - - 3 5 - 2 (8) (B) (8) (B)
86 34 52 14 6 9 3 5 7 3 6 (B) (B) (8) (B)
314 83 231 43 35 41 22 37 8 7 39| 1463 192 | 3 015 442
189 30 159 25 8 20 13 16 29 14 36| 2933 663 | 4 968 742
169 25 144 15 9 16 6 24 27 " 36| 3 126 578 | 5 096 772
435 82 353 65 27 54 24 44 47 12 80| 2 167 330 | 4 463 493
1975 to 1979.. 192 37 155 22 25 23 7 16 15 21 26| 2 051 603 | 3 755 577
1970 to 1974.. 96 25 7 13 4 7 10 20 7 3 8 }g; B) (B) (B)
Before 19 69 39 30 8 2 3 2 5 [] - 4 B) (B) (B)
500 500 43 48 78 39 70 73 35 116 | 2 638 252 | 4 644 384
68 68 27 12 5 5 15 2 - 2 (8) (8) 8) (B8)
41 ( 41 38 - 3 - - - - - g; }% ()] (B)
183 183 x) ) (03] ) [t3] 23] ) (X) X)

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 11. Amount of Alimony or Maintenance Payments Recelved in 1983, by Selected
Characteristics of Women—Con.

(Numbers in th ds. Ever-di d or currently separated women as of spring 1964. For meaning of symbols, see text)
Received payments in 19683
A nt of ived in 1983
m peay
Characteristic Total ro- Median income Mean income
due | oceive
ments | monts - =
$1 $500 | $1,000 | $1,500 | $2,000 | $3,000 | $5,000 | $7.000 ard ard
in in 0 to to o to o to and | Value error | Value error
1983 1883 Total $499 $999 | $1,490 | $1,090 | $2,900 | $4,009 | $6,999 over | (Dol)| (Dol)| (Dol) (Dol.)
603 144 459 69 52 64 28 68 49 30 99| 2 239 249 | 4 319 413
450 112 339 57 47 43 19 47 32 18 76 | 2 085 338 | 4 330 508
312 66 248 38 40 268 13 42 16 1" 61| 2177 333 | 4 361 574
183 33 120 13 5 21 9 22 17 12 23| 2614 414 | 4 289 e75
188 39 149 38 6 21 16 17 26 6 19| 1782 348 | 2 915 424
Work Experience Before or
st Time of Separation
576 141 436 85 47 62 28 60 48 28 78| 1 821 288 | 3 709 376
449 105 345 69 38 55 22 43 37 19 61| 1728 301 | 3 759 450
354 97 256 41 25 43 20 a7 31 10 48| 1 965 329 | 3 885 509
] 7 89 28 13 12 2 6 6 ] 12| 1148 305 3 394 948
Did not work at time
JOM L. iitieiiiiiaiaiiiattetieienatanas 342 79 263 39 19 31 21 42 38 16 58| 2 518 307 | 4 259 488
215 43 172 22 1 24 16 25 27 8 41| 2 567 423 | 4 648 672
603 144 450 69 52 64 28 68 49 30 99| 2239 249 | 4 319 413
154 20 134 15 18 19 ] 18 20 12 28| 2594 587 | 4 369 722
298 59 239 38 26 41 10 42 13 14 54 2104 387 | 4 270 581
92 k73 58 10 ] 2 12 9 5 3 13 (B) B) ()] ®)
1 - - - - - - - - - ®) (8) (8) ®)
10 7 3 2 - 1 - - - - - B) (8) (B) g;
47 23 24 4 3 3 - - 10 - 5 B) (8) B)
5 5 ) 2] x) (X) (%] X) (]
788 178 & 1% 58 88 92 85 (7x.‘)) g(t')' 18| 2 1(32 229 | 3 976 331
s 20 14 6 6 - - - - - - - (Bg (8) B} B)
$1, 10 10 1 1 - - - - - - - {B (8) B| )
$2, 27 5 22 1 2 2 - 8 - - - B) (8) (B) )
$3, 48 20 29 12 - 9 4 - 3 - - B) (B) (B) )
$4, 44 16 28 7 4 4 4 1 8 - - B) (B) (B)
$6 75 17 58 7 3 7 14 8 12 5 3 B) (B) (8) (B
$8, 54 14 40 8 3 8 5 6 4 4 2 B; B) B) (8
$1 65 12 52 13 5 10 - 5 9 2 7 (=) B) B) (B)
$1 91 21 70 10 10 16 5 9 3 4 11 ) B, B) (B)
$1 189 31 168 21 17 21 5 20 28 1 37| 2691 38 3 867 460
S 153 18 135 10 13 9 6 19 1" 9 58| 4890| 19639 7 967 1 100
14 940 | 10 170 12 834 B) | 16 809 | 14 343 24 750 )
992 | 1 547 1 391 2524 | 3175 B) 6 227 iX
17 785 ] 12 028 13 725 17 203 | 15 297 B) | 27 485 ) X
869 | 1 634 1377 B 1602 1562 B 1 689 X)
456 66 52 64 28 68 49 30 99| 2 266 247 | 4 351 416
456 66 52 64 28 68 49 30 99| 2266 247 | 4 351 416
53 6 2 6 6 5 14 6 8 B) (8) 8) g)
5 - 2 1 - - - - 2 B) (B) (8) )
5 - 2 1 - - - - 2 ®) (8) (B8) ®)
47 8 - 5 8 5 14 8 6 (B) ®) (8) (=)
382 49 41 56 268 50 4 30 80| 2 384 311 | 4 694 479
456 66 52 64 28 68 49 0 99 | 2 266 247 | 4 351 416
23] ) 23] (03] (03] (0] (0] (03] ) x) X) (X) o)
153 42 6 21 16 17 26 6 19| 1722 319 | 2 854 417
68 18 14 7 8 14 2 1 B) (=) (B8) (B
26 8 - 1 - 5 2 - - B) B8 (8) (8]
22 - 11 - 4 2 - - (8) 8) (8) (8)
42 10 1 4 7 5 12 2 1 (B) (B) (8) (B)
113 20 [} 13 14 9 18 6 19| 1817 446 | 3 209 535
163 42 ] 21 16 17 26 6 19| 1722 319 | 2 854 417

Detail does not add to total

some women have more than one or none of the types of income specified.



Table 12. Percent of Alimony or Maintenance Payments Received in 1983, by Selected

Characteristics of Women

(Ever-divorced or currently separated women as of spring 1884. For meaning of symbols, see text)
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i full amount of

Percent of payments received (thous.) Pay ctualty payments were received
Mean alim./ Mean tota! Mean alim./ Mean total
maint. inc! money income maint. inc. money income
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
0.1 25.0 50.0 75.0 100.0 ard ard ard ard
to to to to and Value ermor Value eror Value eror Value error
0.0 249 499 749 99.9 over (Dot.) (Dol.) (Dol) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
183 41 18 49 84 416 3 054 271 | 16 273 737 3 646 264 | 16 908 737
29 (8) (8) (B) 20 44 X) (X) (X) X) X) (X) (X) (X)
45 5 2 - 13 25 1124 431 | 10 313 1 540 1 829 452 | 11 018 1 512
22 4 4 1 28 99 2 804 360 | 15 965 1271 3 467 366 | 16 628 1 280
114 29 12 39 43 292 3 489 377 | 17 412 973 4 039 365 | 18 027 973
2 2 - - - - ® ®) ®) ®) ()] ®) ((=)] 8
171 30 18 43 72 376 3 258 299 | 16 819 799 3 832 290 | 17 437 798
10 11 - 7 12 35 1297 297 | 11 675 1672 2129 423 | 12 507 1738
20 1 2 - 1 22 8) (B) (B) (8) B) (8) (B) B8)
Metropolitan-
Nonmetropolitan
Residence
Inside metropolitan areas ..... 593 126 25 12 49 70 3t 3 371 347 | 17 993 916 3 944 339 | 18 616 919
inside central cities . ........ 226 54 6 4 22 26 112 2 745 446 | 16 521 1479 3 538 448 | 17 338 1 505
Outside central cities ............ 367 72 18 7 27 44 189 3 755 485 | 18 898 1160 4 193 471 | 19 402 1155
Outside metropolitan areas......... 199 57 16 7 - 15 104 2 111 355 | 11 144 1 0368 2 759 331 | 11 815 1 001
Region
Northeast ...... [ een 185 19 8 4 15 40 99 3 433 566 | 18 456 1 392 4 040 582 | 19 063 1 403
Midwest . ....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinns 166 51 5 2 16 15 76 2211 382 | 14 716 1710 2 807 3711 15313 1 695
SOUth . vvvririereenenirnennens 241 57 19 2 10 20 132 2 584 373 | 15 536 1157 3 195 353 | 16 206 1 164
West......couunnnn PR eees 200 55 9 9 9 10 108 3 969 625 | 16 432 1320 4 520 593 | 17 084 1312
Age
18to 29 years........ 90 32 8 - 5 12 33 629 107 8 009 981 1171 145 8 552 994
30to39years.......ooiviiiniinnnnn 254 55 22 3 1 19 144 1 924 276 | 14 770 930 2 470 280 | 15 400 926
40to49years............... 218 51 3 1 10 27 116 4 204 504 | 18 968 1 393 4 868 570 | 19 577 1 382
50 years and OVer.........cceuunen 229 45 7 5 23 27 122 4 079 629 | 18 620 1747 4 758 605 | 19 323 1752
Presence of Own
Children From an
Absent Father
No children present ..... evaeneae . 369 95 30 14 17 39 175 3 915 495 | 16 199 1 020 4 587 472 | 16 945 1 025
child or more present ......... 422 89 " 5 32 45 241 2 302 254 | 16 338 1 055 2 824 258 | 16 876 1 051
Educational Attainment
Elementary: O to 8 years ........ 33 1 2 - 3 2 14 (8) (8) (B) (B) (B) (8) (B) (B)
High school: 11to 3 years......... 86 34 3 2 8 2 37 1 693 531 9 816 1 281 2 336 501 | 10 459 1233
4years ............ . 314 83 18 9 22 30 152 2 218 346 | 14 515 1 022 2 827 331 15 210 1013
Cotlege: lto Jyears...... 189 30 12 - 5 25 118 4 180 658 | 16 877 1221 4 616 641 | 17 351 1 249
years of
MOMB...cevnrianenns 169 25 5 7 1 26 25 4 347 684 | 24 258 2 079 5§ 003 689 | 24 915 2 083
Year of Divorce or
Separation
1980 and later ..... Ceerrerenaraaes 435 82 26 14 22 46 245 3 621 421 | 16 840 1 070 4 072 406 | 17 354 1 062
1975 to 1979 .. . 192 37 14 2 7 22 109 3 026 495 | 16 374 1 206 3 528 489 | 16 912 1175
1970 to 1974 . 96 25 - - 20 17 34 1 856 371 | 13 037 1 486 2 554 381 | 13 735 1579
Before 1970 . . 69 39 - 2 - - 27 B) (B) B) (B8) (8) (B) (B) (8)
Receipt of Payments
500 (X) - - - 84 416 4 644 384 | 18 969 1 002 4 638 385 | 19 032 1 004
68 (X) - 18 49 - - (B) (8) (8) (B) (B) (8) (8) (8)
41 (X) 41 - - = = (B) (B) (8) (B) (8) (B) (8) (8)
183 183 x) (09] x) Xx) ) [09] )1 11 261 1172 1795 228 | 13 056 1 256

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 12. Percent of Alimony or Maintenance Payments Recelved in 1983, by Selected
Characteristics of Women—Con.

(Ever-divorced or currently separated women as of spring 1884. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Percent of payments received (thous.) Payments actually received mwtl ‘m&m
Mean alim./ Mean total Mean alim./ Mean total
Characteristic Total maint. inc! money income maint. inc. money income
due
pay- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
ments 0.1 250 50.0 75.0 100.0 ard ard ard ard
in 1983 to to to to and Value efror Value error Value eror Value error
(Thous.) 0.0 249 49.9 749 99.9 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
Work Experience in
1983
Worked ................ 603 144 32 16 30 7 310 3 288 336 | 18 634 825 3 908 327 | 19 299 818
Worked at full-time jobs.......... 450 112 26 10 23 51 229 3 257 405 | 20 571 1 007 3 893 395 | 21 267 1 000
5010 52 weeks .............0e 312 66 16 7 19 41 164 3 438 480 | 23 126 1193 3 994 463 | 23 769 1 186
Worked at part-time jobs......... 153 33 (] 7 81 3 377 577 | 12 930 1044 3 952 558 | 13 505 1 002
Didnot work.......cocouvnennnnnns 188 39 9 2 19 13 105 2 308 363 8 700 1 268 2 807 348 9 240 1 303
Work Experience
Before or at Time of
Separation
Worked during 5 years
before or at time of
8eparation ........oeeeuanns 576 141 31 18 44 53 289 | 2804 303 | 16 753 922 3 425 296 | 17 429 919
Worked at time of
separation. ... PR, 449 105 25 18 33 42 228 | 2883 365| 17 633 994 | 3 522 358 | 18 318 987
Worked at full-time jobs........ 354 97 15 10 27 29 176 2 815 396 | 17 661 1 054 3 455 387 | 18 359 1 049
Worked at part-time
[ 96 7 10 7 13 52| 3132 887 | 17529| 2566| 3768 887 | 18 165 2 532
Did not work at time of
separation............ 342 79 16 2 16 43 187 3 280 405 | 14 487 1078 3 810 389 | 15 057 1 088
Did not work during 5 years
before or at time of
separation......... Cerererareanns 215 43 9 - 5 31 127 3 725 574 | 14 990 1111 4 240 557 | 15 514 1120
Occupation aro-T of
Longest Job in 1983
Total....oooviiinnnnnn 603 144 32 16 30 n 310 3 288 336 | 18 634 825 | 3 908 327 | 19 209 818
Managerial and professional
specialty occupations ............. 154 20 5 5 7 23 84| 3804 656 | 26 548| 2010| 4 230 651 | 26 994 2013
Technical, sales, and
administrative support
OCCUPALIONS ...iovvvreneenncnanns 208 59 24 7 19 40 150 3 421 491 | 17 623 212 3 849 476 | 18 229 896
Service occupations ........oee0as 92 34 3 2 4 8 41 3 055 943 | 13 874 1974 4 152 926 | 14 972 2 005
Farming, forestry, and fishing
OCCUPALONS ...\ .vveeeeireensens 1 1 - - - - - (8) (B) (B) (B) (B8) ()] (8) (B)
Fand e tions 10 7 2 1 ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ®
repair occupa! - - -
Operators, fabricators, and
laborers ... .iviiiiiiiiiiiiiiane 47 b<] - - - - 24 (8) (8) 8) ) ®) 8) ()] B8)
Mean amount based on all women Y rheth not pay ts were ived
2Remarried women whose marriage ended in divorce.
Swidowed whose p marriage ended in divorce
“Women of Spanish origin may be of any race.



Table 13. Property Settiements Foliowing Divorce—Ever-Divorced Women, by Selected

Characteristics
(Numbers in thousands. Women as of spring 1964. For meaning of symbols, see text)
No settiement reached Property settlement reached
Received—- Received—- Type of settlement
Characteristic
Child Child Ga:";
support | Alimony and support | Alimony and Cash? types?® other
Total Total! only only | afimony Total' only only | afimony only only types?
14 761 9 260 1143 81 48 5 492 1182 184 152 1188 4 087 238
2368 195 72 19 B) 154 73 29 27 74 134 33
6 366 4123 438 12 7 2243 426 16 10 418 1 89
7 404 4 408 609 89 39 2 908 718 185 142 714 2 1514 133
991 740 5 - - 251 8 2 - 54 160 17
12 833 7 838 1011 7 38 4 1 085 167 141 1131 3 696 168
1 669 1234 m 3 8 436 55 16 8 47 327 61
774 559 64 5 2 215 31 2 13 M4 179 1
2 249 1 004 318 7 6 645 218 12 10 161 478 16
4 373 2 607 586 22 25 1 768 618 28 78 418 1208 54
8 139 5 0568 240 52 15 3 081 316 143 63 619 2293 169
3 853 2 805 181 10 3 1 049 141 19 24 214 778 60
6 653 4 078 573 35 27 2 576 637 61 58 525 1 980 90
2 533 1 503 258 25 13 1030 221 47 20 224 770 36
171 884 131 10 8 837 183 56 49 223 562 52
9 375 6 073 57 3 302 157 742 2 400 160
5 385 3 198 1 123 24 22 2 180 1 1@ 27 1%2 445 1 667 78
1960 and later. 3 978 2 3715 494 45 22 1 604 484 70 104 356 1167 62
1675 to 1979. 3 653 2 164 427 19 17 1 4868 463 72 b4 416 1014 58
1970 to 1974. 2 352 1 482 104 13 7 870 127 26 17 176 640 54
Before 1970........ 47177 3 248 28 5 - 1 530 78 16 ] 239 1 227 64
Income in 1983
Without income ............. Gesseeeansernesstonrenrosnns 636 187 48 131 8
With income........... . 8 633 11% g? 22 5 306 11@ 1& 1(;2 1138 3 938 231
$1 10 $960 or loss .. 760 52 - - 338 25 (] - (.} 254 16
$1,000 to $1,999 ... 405 71 - - 206 40 - 1 Fi4 177 1
$2,000 t0 $3,999 ... 1 158 95 10 - 540 84 23 10 100 418 22
$4,000 t0 $5,909 ... 1079 92 5 1 499 62 7 9 107 387 25
$6,000 to $7,999 ... 853 108 7 8 448 104 17 10 83 327 29
$8,000 t0 $9,999 ... 700 104 1" 5 434 64 8 [} 94 319 2
$10,000 to $11,990 . 600 100 3 4 875 108 27 1" 76 285 14
$12,000 to $14,999 .. 6872 160 4 [} 607 128 17 18 118 464 25
$15,000 to $24,999 . 1483 275 28 14 1 288 403 34 44 311 929 47
$25,000 and over 613 88 14 8 571 115 44 44 144 396 31
Median 8150 | 11024 | 15 437 11005] 13627] 12690 | 17683 12 113 | 10 743 10 307
Standerd 205 538 3 537 308 632 1 545 2 234 691 349 1 480
Mean income. . . 10 388 | 12 051 18 437 12684 | 14 734 17 267 | 19 450 | 13 982 | 12 546 13 323
Standard 165 418 3 207 242 409 1 600 1 807 592 260 1169
Detall does not add to total because some ever-dh d women ived neither child support nor alimony, not shown separately.
:(A)l:':-m ( house, other real estate, fumishings).
0.g., 3 , Cars, or N
“R g'mrhooo, Aous marriage ended in dh
3Widowed women whose ended in divorce.
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Table 14. Recelpt of Chlid Support and/or Alimony or Maintenancs Payments In 1983, by
Presence of Chlldren and Selected Characteristics of Women

(Wdup%?ﬂ u”;)umMmmmmmmmmmmmmudmtm Alimony payments for ever-divoroed or currently separated women. For
meaning =)
Women with children
Total Child support only
Mean income from child Meen total Meen income from Mean total
Characteristic support or alim./maint. money income child support money income
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
ard ard ard ard
Number* Value ofTor Vaiue error Number Value ofror Valve error
(Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
3 118 2 503 108 13 167 204 2 783 2 191 08 12 613 289
118 x 2] 00 112 [£4] (0] 00 ™
887 2 219 131 11 570 551 884 21 126 11 534 569
407 3 11 207 727 322 2 217 407 9 783 735
1 o:g 2 %9 1&0 15 7 4(%7 1 4}; 2 332 1(450 14 4(734 3(856
168 1 3; 10& 7 25) n 168 11 10& 7 25) 71&
2 676 2 761 124 13 504 328 2 381 2317 12 12 322
388 1 534 132 10 129 624 352 1 388 113 9 801 653
161 2 048 10 150 1341 143 1752 372 10 143 1421
600 1733 9 110 422 756 235 441
1 540 2 574 117 13 549 384 1 396 2 210 92 13 261 380
778 3 518 16 583 767 632 250 5 388 742
134 1 508 174 6 990 748 126 1 540 162 6 970 796
343 1 608 140 7 668 4568 310 1 483 108 7 626 466
1 606 2 309 124 12 281 355 1 460 2 071 116 11 830 349
645 2 692 188 14 078 587 564 2 235 138 13 790 623
388 4 799 579 22 145 1201 313 3 635 597 20 801 1 209
1 433 3 033 204 13 364 447 1218 2 427 185 12 668 436
1 003 2 348 126 13 396 455 833 2 065 90 12 956 463
396 2 164 189 14 129 930 354 2 035 183 14 021 1 005
118 2754 578 13 901 1977 13 2729 509 12 639 1411
1618 3 0680 168 14 380 397 1 402 2 551 153 14 422
1 2 164 145 12 210 1215 1918 134 11715 423
2 480 2 641 18 15 121 318 2229 2 230 104 14 570 315
1 945 2 636 138 16 647 352 1756 2 2685 123 16 075
1 583 2 843 153 18 268 381 1 439 2 330 142 17 765 363
1428 2 739 168 18 838 410 1 301 2 407 156 18 270 389
382 2 605 318 9 548 620 318 1 968 215 8 374 486
544 2 681 222 9 663 598 474 2 102 in 8 634
312 3 088 343 11 824 637 265 2 276 11 068 657
261 2 696 201 11 949 714 222 1 861 m 11 076 734
232 2 088 231 6 623 1028 209 1 881 184 6 370 1108
e27 2 402 262 5 416 487 554 2 032 258 4 740 401
2 460 2 448 i 13 782 342 2 233 2 197 105 13 345 331
1678 2 452 136 14 438 358 1 889 2 156 129 13 966
1821 2 427 188 14 781 303 1391 2 187 153 14 422 397
354 2 569 275 12 963 847 208 2 012 153 11 832
1075 3 085 201 11 862 549 828 2 443 172 11 110 549
490 3 815 388 12 029 837 384 2 613 348 10 674 681
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Table 14. Recslipt of Chlld Support and/or Alimony or Maintenance Payments In 1983, by
Presence of Chlidren and Selected Characteristics of Women—Con.

oz

for women with own chiidren under 21 years of age present from abeent fathers as of spring 1964. AMWWWM«MWW. For

s00 toxt)
i
Women with chiidren-Con. Women without children
Child support and alimony/maintenance payments Alimony/maintance payments only
Mean income from child Mean total Mean income from Mean total
Chaeracterietic support and alimony/maint. money income alimony/maintenance money income
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
ad ard ad ad
Number Vae eror Value efror Number Value ofror Value eror
(Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)
254 7 053 602 18 802 1 256 275 5 262 614 17 781 1197
34 (0] ) ) (b4 38 ) (0] (b4 )
17 22 B
57 60 ) B
i .8 8 .8 B & .3 8§ .83 .8
: 8 &8 & 8 05 ® ® ® &
11 7 250 “89 19 1%7 1 348 2423 5718 8784) 18 6054 1 2(730
i 8 8 ® & : & 8 ®
25 14
131 [} 3‘:& 7(53; 16 S(OB.)Q 1 :g 54 3285 g; ‘% isgj
98 8 917 1087 23 91 2 440 207 [ ] 76 18 87 1 4
1 13 B
30 19
20 .8 8 .8 .& oz .8 8 .8 .8
14 g‘ }g; B; g‘ 79 6 400 1274 18 441 2 078
62 ) 69 ®) ®) B) (8)
168 7 518 788 17 526 1 455 136 6 641 1 039 20 447 1 912
: gE g) 3 BE g 4 257 912 17 924 1 71B1
: j 8 2 8 8 8 3
187 7 189 725 17 803 1 208
67 (® ®) ®) ®) % &)) % gg %
200 7 260 609 20 604 1 205 199 6 034 792 21 486 1375
139 7 300 884 22 9843 1 501 149 5 9682 970 23 284 1 709
108 6 6882 955 23 488 1 607 129 5 568 983 24 384 1728
g 6 801 1 020 23 961 1 684 1% 5 548 908 24 259 17181
& ;; B E g & B i%; g Ea
43 32 §§ B B
36 B B 29 8 8
17 B g 19 () (B]
55 () 75 3 218 654 7 85 117
169 5 974 662 19 624 1716 209 5 087 673 18 547 1 383
141 6 077 756 21 326 1 841 158 5179 8468 19 919 1 680
:; 5 847 624 842 2 1134 13 4 990 8(880) 20 .'p(%ﬁ 1 8(731)
113 8 2(7Bg 0(488 15 6(434) 1 3(0) 117 5 3(7Bg 881 14 1 547
85 9 189 1139 17 1717 1 530 68 ®) ®) ®) ®)
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Appendix A. Definitions and Explanations

DEFINITIONS RELATED TO CHILD SUPPORT,
ALIMONY, AND PROPERTY SETTLEMENTS

Child support. Data on award of child support payments were
collected from women 18 years or older with children under
21 years of age present whose father was not living in the
household as of spring 1984. Information on recipiency and
amount of payments was obtained from women who reported
that they were awarded or had agreements to receive child
support payments in 1983. Payment amounts were limited to
only those from the last divorce or separation.

Allmony. Data on the award of alimony or maintenance
payments were collected from women 18 years or older who
were ever-divorced or currently separated as of spring 1984.
Information on recipiency status and payment amounts was
obtained from those women who reported that they were
awarded or had agreements to receive alimony payments in
1983. The data are limited to payments received from the most
recent divorce or separation.'

Property settiements. Data on property settlements were col-
lected from women 18 years or older who were ever-divorced
as of spring 1984. For the purposes of this survey, property
settlements consist of a one-time cash settlement (cash, sav-
ings accounts, or marketable securities), other property (i.e.,
house, other real estate, car, or furnishings), or a combina-
tion of both.

Reason for non-award of child support:

Final agreement pending: situations where a child support
agreement was awaiting final court, magisterial, or other legal
action before becoming final, and also where a voluntary
written agreement was not yet final.

Accepted property settlement in lieu of child support: where
a one-time property settiement was accepted in lieu of regular
child support payments.

Joint custody granted: where housing, care, and support
of the child(ren) was shared by both the child’s mother and
father and, therefore, no money or other support was ex-
changed by the parents.

Did not want child support: whers the mother indicated she
did not want child support for her children.

Unable to locate father: where child support was desired,
but the child's father could not be located.

Unable to establish paternity: where child support arrange-
ments could not be made because the child's paternity could
not be established.

Some other reason: where the mother wanted child sup-
port, and the reason for non-award did not fit any of the
reasons listed above.

inclusion of health insurance in child support award. This item
refers to whether the child(ren)’s father had made health in-
surance arrangements for his child(ren) as part of the child
support award. Arrangements for health insurance could have
been made by his purchasing a separate policy for the
child(ren) or including the child(ren) under the health insurance
provided by his employer. In either event, the purchase of or
inclusion in health insurance must be part of the child sup-
port agreement. Insurance taken out by the mother but paid
for with monies for child support from the father is not
included.

Type of child support arrangement:

Voluntary written agreement: an agreement voluntarily writ-
ten between the parties. This agreement may or may not have
been recognized by the courts as part of the divorce or separa-
tion proceedings, but this type of agreement was not ordered
by the courts.

Court ordered: payments ordered by a court. Court ordered
payments usually take place when a mutually acceptable
agreement cannot be worked out between the parties.

Other: arrangements not within either of the two cases
above. This category includes informal verbal agreements.

Moethod of payment of chiid support:

Directly from child’s father: where the child’s father sent
or brought the money directly to the household with no inter-
mediaries or agencies involved.

Through a court or public agency: where the father made
the payments to an agency or court which then forwarded
the payments to the mother.

Some other method: where some method other than the
two above was established, such as through an intermediary
other than a public agency or court.
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Receipt of payments for chiid support and alimony:

Regularly: where the woman received payments roughly 75
percent to 100 percent of the time she was due them.

Occasionally: where she received the payments roughly 25
percent to 75 percent of the time she was due them.

Seldom: where she received the payments roughly 1 per-
cent to 25 percent of the time she was due them.

Never: no payments due were received.

DEFINITIONS OF SOCIAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC
CHARACTERISTICS

Age. The age classification is based on the age of the woman
at her last birthday.

Race. The population is divided into three groups on the basis
of race: White, Black, and “other races.” The last category in-
cludes Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and any other race except
White and Black.

Women of Spanish origin. Women of Spanish origin were iden-
tified by a question that asked for self-identification of the
women’s origin or descent. Respondents were asked to select
their origin (and the origin of other household members) from
a “flash card” listing ethnic origins. Women of Spanish origin,
in particular, were those who indicated that their origin was
Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American,
or some other Spanish origin. It should be noted that women
of Spanish origin can be of any race.

Years of school completed. Data on years of school completed
were derived from the combination of answers to questions
concerning the highest grade of school attended by the
woman and whether or not that grade was finished. The ques-
tions on educational attainment apply only to progress in
“regular” schools. Such schools include graded public, private,
and parochial elementary and high schools (both junior and
senior high), colleges, universities, and professional schools,
whether day schools or night schools. Thus, regular schooling
is that which may advance a woman toward an elementary
school certificate or a high school diploma, or a college, univer-
sity, or professional school degree. Schooling in other than
regular schools was counted only if the credits obtained were
regarded as transferable to a school in the regular school
system.

Marital status. The marital status classification refers to the
status at the time of enumeration. Persons classified as
“married” or “widowed"” consist of those who remarried after
having been divorced. Persons classified as separated are
either legally separated or otherwise absent from their spouse
because of marital discord.

Persons in common-law marriages are classified as married,
and persons who are single or whose only marriage was
annulled are classified as never married.

Year of divorce or separation. The year of divorce or separa-
tion reflects the year of marital dissolution. For women who
were divorced or separated more than once, it is the year of
most recent divorce or separation. For divorces that require
a formal (legal) separation, the year reflects the year the actual
divorce took place.

Children from an absent father. Children from an absent father
are a woman’s sons and daughters (including stepchildren and
adopted children) whose father was not living in the same
household. The questionnaire was designed to count children
from an absent father only when at least one such child in
the household is under 21 years of age.

Tenure. A housing unit is “owner occupied” if the owner or
co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not fully
paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is “owner oc-
cupied” only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other oc-
cupied units are classified as “renter occupied,” including units
rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment of
cash rent. For renter-occupied units, information was also ob-
tained as to whether the unit was publicly owned or subsidized
by the Federal, State, or local government.

Head versus householder. Beginning with the 1980 CPS, the
Bureau of the Census discontinued the use of the term “head
of family.’ Instead, the term “family householder’ is used.
Recent social changes have resulted in greater sharing of
household responsibilities among the adult members and,
therefore, have made the term “head” increasingly inap-
propriate in the analysis of family data. Specifically, the Bureau
has discontinued its longtime practice of always classifying
the husband as the reference person (head) when he and his
wife are living together.

Householder. The instructions call for listing first the person
(or one of the persons) in whose name the home is owned
or rented. If the house is owned jointly by a married couple,
either the husband or the wife may be listed first, thereby
becoming the reference person, or householder, to whom the
relationship of the other household members is recorded. One
person in each household is designated as the “householder.”
The number of householders, therefore, is equal to the number
of households.

Family. A family is a group of two persons or more (one of
whom is the householder) related by birth, marriage, or adop-
tion and residing together; all such persons (including related
subfamily members) are considered as members of one family.
Beginning with the 1980 CPS, unrelated subfamilies (referred
to in the past as secondary families) are no longer included
in the count of families, nor are the members of unrelated sub-
families included in the count of family members.



57

DEFINITIONS OF GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL

Moetropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence. The population
residing in standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's)
as defined in the 1970 census constitutes the metropolitan
population. Except in New England, an SMSA is a county or
group of contiguous counties which contain at least one city
of 50,000 inhabitants or more, or “twin cities” with a com-
bined population of at least 50,000. In addition to the county
or counties containing such a city or cities, contiguous
counties are included in an SMSA if, according to certain
criteria, they are essentially metropolitan in character and are
socially and economically integrated with the central city. In
New England, SMSA's consist of towns and cities, rather than
counties.

Central cities. Each SMSA must include at least one central
city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the central
city or cities. If only one central city is designated, then it must
have 50,000 inhabitants or more. The area title may include,
in addition to the largest city, up to two city names on the
basis and in the order of the following criteria: (1) The addi-
tional city has at least 250,000 inhabitants or (2) the addi-
tional city has a population of one-third or more of that of the
largest city and a minimum population of 25,000. An excep-
tion occurs where two cities have contiguous boundaries and
constitute, for economic and social purposes, a single com-
munity of at least 50,000, the smaller of which must have
a population of at least 15,000.

Geographic regions. The four major regions of the United
States for which data are presented in this report represent
groups of States as follows:

Northeast:
New England: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.

Middle Atlantic: New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania.

Midwest (formerly North Central):

East North Central: lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and
Wisconsin.

West North Central: lowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota.

South:

South Atlantic: Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida,
Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia,
and West Virginia.

East South Central: Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, and
Tennessee.

West South Central: Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and
Texas.

West:

Mountain: Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming.

Pacific: Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, and Washington.

DEFINITION OF OCCUPATION AND WORK
EXPERIENCE CHARACTERISTICS

Occupation. The data on occupation refer to the job held
longest during the year. The occupation groups were derived
from occupation subgroups delineated on the basis of the
classification system used in the 1980 census. For more
detailed information, see the February 1983 issue of Employ-
ment and Earnings by the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Work experience. A woman with work experience is one who,
during the preceding calendar year or during the five year in-
terval prior to marital separation, did any civilian work for pay
or profit or worked without pay on a family-operated farm or
business at any time during the year on a part-time or full-
time basis.

Weeks worked In the income year. Women are classified
according to the number of different weeks, during the
preceding calendar year, in which they did any civilian work
for pay or profit (including paid vacations and sick leave) or
worked without pay on a family-operated farm or business.

Part-time or full-time jobs. A woman is classified as having
worked at part-time jobs during the preceding calendar year
or during the five year interval prior to marital separation, if
she worked at civilian jobs which provided less than 35 hours
of work per week in a majority of the weeks in which she
worked during the year. She is classified as having worked
at full-time jobs if she worked 35 hours or more per week
during a majority of the weeks in which she worked.

Year-round, full-time worker. A year-round, full-time worker
is one who worked primarily at full-time civilian jobs for 50
weeks or more during the preceding calendar year.

Nonworker. A nonworker is one who did not do any civilian
work in the calendar year preceding the survey or during the
five year interval prior to marital separation, as applicable.

DEFINITIONS OF MONEY INCOME AND
POVERTY STATUS

Income. For each person in the sample 15 years old and over,
questions were asked on the amount of money income
received in the preceding calendar year from each of the
following sources: (1) money wages or salary; (2) netincome
from nonfarm self-employment; (3) net income from farm
self-employment; (4) Social Security or railroad retirement
income; (5) Supplemental Security income; (6) public
assistance or welfare payments; (7) interest (on savings or
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other investments which pay interest); (8) dividends, income
from estates or trusts, or net rental income; (9) veterans’
payments or unemployment and worker’s compensation; (10)
private pensions or government employee pensions; (11) child
support or alimony, regular contributions from persons not
living in the household, and other periodic income.

It should be noted that although the income statistics refer
to receipts during the preceding year, the characteristics of
the woman (such as age and marital status) and the composi-
tion of families refer to the time of the survey. The income
of the family does not include amounts received by persons
who were members of the family during all or part of the in-
come year if these persons no longer resided with the family
at the time of enumeration. On the other hand, family income
includes amounts reported by related persons who did not
reside with the family during the income year but who were
members of the family at the time of enumeration.

Data on consumer income collected in the CPS by the
Bureau of the Census cover money income received (exclusive
of certain money receipts such as capital gains) before
payments for personal income taxes, Social Security, union
dues, Medicare deductions, etc. Therefore, money income
does not reflect the fact that some families receive part of
their income in the form of noncash benefits such as food
stamps, health benefits, and subsidized housing; that some
farm families receive noncash benefits in the form of rent-free
housing and goods produced and consumed on the farm; or
that noncash benefits are also received by some nonfarm
residents which often take the form of the use of business
transportation and facilities, full or partial payments by
business for retirement programs, medical and educational ex-
penses, etc. These elements should be considered when com-
paring income levels. Moreover, readers should be aware that
for many different reasons there is a tendency in household
surveys for respondents to underreport their income. From an
analysis of independently derived income estimates, it has
been determined that income earned from wages or salaries
is much better reported than other sources of income, and
is nearly equal to independent estimates of aggregate income.

The various sources for which income is reported are
defined as follows:

Money wages or salary is total money earnings received for
work performed as an employee during the income year. It
includes wages, salary, Armed Forces pay, commissions, tips,
piece-rate payments, and cash bonuses earned, before deduc-
tions were made for taxes, bonds, pensions, union dues, etc.

Net income from nonfarm self-employment is the net money
income (gross receipts minus expenses) from one’s own
business, professional enterprise, or partnership. Gross
receipts include the value of all goods sold and services
rendered. Expenses include costs of goods purchased, rent,
heat, light, power, depreciation charges, wages and salaries
paid, business taxes (not personal income taxes), etc. In
general, inventory changes were considered in determining
net income; replies based on income tax returns or other
official records do reflect inventory changes. However, when
values of inventory changes were not reported, net income

figures exclusive of inventory changes were accepted. The
value of saleable merchandise consumed by the proprietors
of retail stores is not included as part of net income.

Net income from farm self-employment is the net money
income (gross receipts minus operating expenses) from the
operation of a farm by a person on her own account, as an
owner, renter, or sharecropper. Gross receipts include the value
of all products sold, government farm programs, money
received from the rental of farm equipment to others, and in-
cidental receipts from the sale of wood, sand, gravel, etc.
Operating expenses include cost of feed, fertilizer, seed, and
other farming supplies, cash wages paid to farmhands,
depreciation charges, cash rent, interest on farm mortgages,
farm building repairs, farm taxes (not State and Federal per-
sonal income taxes), etc. The value of fuel, food, or other farm
products used for family living is not included as part of net
income. In general, inventory changes were considered in
determining net income only when they were accounted for
in replies based on income tax returns or other official records
which reflect inventory changes; otherwise inventory changes
were not taken into account.

Social Security includes Social Security pensions and sur-
vivors' benefits, and permanent disability insurance payments
made by the Social Security Administration prior to deduc-
tions for medical insurance and railroad retirement insurance
checks from the U.S. Government. Medicare reimbursements
are not included.

Supplemental Security income includes payments made by
Federal, State, and local welfare agencies to low-income per-
sons who are (1) aged (65 years old or over), (2) blind, or (3)
disabled.

Public assistance or welfare payments include public
assistance payments, such as aid to families with dependent
children and general assistance.

Dividends, interest (on savings or other investments which
pay interest), income from estates or trusts, net rental income,
or royalties include dividends from stockholdings or member-
ship in associations, interest on savings or any type of invest-
ment which pays interest, periodic receipts from estates or
trust funds, net income from rental of a house, store, or other
property to others, receipts from boarders or lodgers, and net
royalties.

Unemployment compensation, veterans’ payments, or
worker’s compensation include (1) unemployment compen-
sation received from government unemployment insurance
agencies or private companies during periods of unemploy-
ment and any strike benefits received from union funds; (2)
money paid periodically by the Veterans Administration to
disabled members of the Armed Forces or to survivors of
deceased veterans, subsistence allowances paid to veterans
for education and on-the-job training, as well as so-called
“refunds” paid to ex-service personnel as Gl insurance
premiums; and (3) worker's compensation received peri-
odically from public or private insurance companies for injuries
incurred at work. The cost of this insurance must have been
paid by the employer and not by the person.
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Private and government employee pensions include (1)
private pensions or retirement benefits paid to a retired per-
son or her survivors by a former employer or by a union, either
directly or through an insurance company and (2) government
employee pensions received from retirement pensions paid by
Federal, State, county, or other governmental agencies to
former employees (including members of the Armed Forces)
or their survivors.

Annuities, child support, alimony, regular contributions from
persons not living in the household, and other periodic income
include (1) periodic receipts from annuities or insurance; (2)
child support and alimony; (3) contributions received
periodically from persons not living in the household; (4) other
periodic income such as military family allotments, net
gambling winnings, and other kinds of periodic income other
than earnings.

Government transfer payments include Social Security or
railroad retirement, public assistance or welfare payments,
Supplemental Security income, retirement and annuities,
veterans’ payments, and unemployment and worker’s
compensations.

Receipts not counted as income. Receipts from the
following sources were not included as income: (1) money
received from the sale of property, such as stocks, bonds, a
house, or a car (unless the person was engaged in the business
of selling such property, in which case the net proceeds would
be counted as income from self-employment); (2) withdrawals
of bank deposits; (3) money borrowed; (4) tax refunds; (5)
gifts; and (6) lump-sum inheritances or insurance payments.

All sources of income may be combined into two major
types: Total money earnings, the algebraic sum of money
wages or salary and net income from farm and nonfarm self-
employment, and Income other than earnings, the algebraic
sum of all sources of money income except wages and salaries
and income from self-employment.

Total money income. This is defined as the algebraic sum of
money wages and salaries, net income from self-employment,
and income other than earnings. The total income of a family
is the algebraic sum of the amounts received by all income
recipients in the family.

The income table for families includes in the lowest income
group (under $2,000) those who were classified as having
no income in the income year and those reporting a loss in
net income from farm and nonfarm self-employment or in ren-
tal income. Some of these were living on income ‘““in-kind,”
savings, or gifts; or were newly constituted families, or families
in which the sole earner had recently died or had left the
household. However, other families who reported no income
probably had some money income which was not recorded
in the survey.

Median income. The median income is the amount which
divides the distribution into two equal groups, one having in-
comes above the median, and the other having incomes below
the median. The medians for families are based on all families.

The medians for women are based on women with income,
unless otherwise indicated.

Mean income. The mean income is the amount obtained by
dividing the total income of a group by the number of units
in that group. The means for families are based on all families.
The means for women are based on women with income,
unless otherwise indicated.

Income per family member. Income per family member is the
mean income computed for every woman, man, and child in
a particular family grouping. It is derived by dividing the total
income of a particular family group by the total population
in that group.

Computation of constant dollar means. The adjustment for
price change was made by converting the mean income for
women for the year 1981 into 1983 dollars on the basis of
the change in the Consumer Price Index. The indices used to
make the constant dollar conversions are shown in table A-1.

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is an index designed to
measure changes in family purchasing power. While the CPI
is a good measure of the changes in prices paid by"l the average
family represented in the index {(urban consumers), it is not
necessarily a good measure of the changes in prices faced
by consumers of different characteristics and income levels.
These limitations should be noted when comparing income
figures adjusted to constant dollars using the CPI since the
same index was used for all women and all income levels.

Table A-1. Consumer Price Index (CPl): 1977 to 1983

(1977 = 100)
Year CPI Year ! CPI
1977.......... 100.0 1980 ........ 136.0
1978.......... 107.7 1981 ........ 1501
1979.......... 119.8 1982 ........ 159.3
1983 . ....... 164.4

Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics

Underreporting. As in most household surveys, the estimates
of the number of money income recipients and the total
amount of money income derived from the March CPS are
somewhat less than comparable estimates derived from in-
dependent sources, such as the Bureau of Economic Analysis,
Social Security Administration, and Veterans Administration.
The difference between the survey estimate and the inde-
pendent estimate is generally termed ""underreporting.” Under-
reporting tends to be more pronounced for income sources
such as public assistance and welfare, unemployment com-
pensation, and property income (interest, dividends, and net
rental income). Estimates of income from wages and salaries
tend to have less underreporting than most income types.

Poverty definition. Families and unrelated individuals are
classified as being above or below the poverty level using the
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poverty index originated at the Social Security Administration
in 1964 and revised by Federal Interagency Committees in
1969 and 1981. The poverty index is based solely on money
income and does not reflect the fact that many low-income
persons receive noncash benefits such as food stamps,
Medicaid, and public housing. The index is based on the
Department of Agriculture’s 1961 economy food plan and
reflects the different consumption requirements of families
based on their size and composition. It was determined from
the Department of Agriculture’s 1955 survey of food
consumption that families of three or more persons spend
approximately one-third of their income on food; the poverty
level for these families was, therefore, set at three times the
cost of the economy food plan. For smaller families and per-
sons living alone, the cost of the economy food plan was
multiplied by factors that were slightly higher in order to com-
pensate for the relatively larger fixed expenses of these smaller
households. The poverty thresholds are updated every year
to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index (CPl). The
average poverty threshold for a family of four was $10,178
in 1983, about 9.6 percent higher than the comparable 1981
cutoff of $9,287. Weighted average poverty thresholds by size
of family are shown in table A-2. For further details, see Cur-
rent Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 147, “Characteristics
of the Population Below the Poverty Level: 1983."

Weighted average thresholds at the poverty level. As shown
in table A-2, the poverty cutoffs used by the Bureau of the
Census to determine the poverty status of families and
unrelated individuals consist of a set of 48 thresholds arranged
in a two-dimensional matrix consisting of family size (from
one person, i.e., unrelated individuals, to nine or more persons)
cross-classified by presence and number of family members
under 18 years old (from no children present to eight or more
children preéent). Unrelated individuals and two-person
families are further differentiated by the age of the individual

or family householder (under 65 years and 65 years and over).
The total family income of each family in the sample is tested
against the appropriate dollar threshold to determine the
poverty status of that family. If the family’'s total income is
less than its corresponding cutoff, the family is classified as
below the poverty level. The average thresholds shown in table
A-2 were weighted by the presence and number of children.
For a given size of family, the weighted average threshold for
that group is obtained by multiplying the threshold for each
presence and number of children category (i.e., “none” through
“eight or more” related children under 18 years of age present)
within the given family size by the number of families in that
category. These products are then aggregated across the en-
tire range of presence and number of children categories, and
the total aggregate is divided by the total number of families
in the group to yield the weighted average threshold at the
poverty level for that size family. Because family composition
does not remain constant from year to year, the weighted

- average thresholds for 1983 will not reflect, identically, the

change in the CPI between 1983 and earlier years.

EXPLANATION OF TEXT AND TABLE
CONVENTIONS

Rounding. Percentages are rounded to the nearest tenth of
a percent; therefore, the percentages in a distribution do not
always add to exactly 100.0 percent. The totals, however, are
always shown as 100.0. Moreover, individual figures are
rounded to the nearest thousand without being adjusted to
group totals, which are independently rounded; percentages
are based on the unrounded numbers.

Symbols. A dash (—) represents or rounds to zero. The sym-
bol “B’" means that the base for the derived figure is less than
75,000. An “X"” means not applicable.

Table A-2. Poverty Thresholds in 1983, by Size of Family and Number of Related Children Under 18 Years Oid

Related children under 18 years
 tamil Weighted
Size of family unit average Ei
ght or
thresholds None One Two Three Four Five Six Seven more
One person (unrelated
individual) . ........ $5,061
Under 65 years . ... 5,180 | $5,180
65 years and over .. 4,775 4,775
Two persons . . ...... 6,483
Householder under 65
years ........... 6,697 6,667 $6,863
Householder 65 years
andover ........ 6,023 6,019 6,837
Three persons . ...... 7,938 7,789 8,015 $8,022
Four persons . ....... 10,178 | 10,270 10,437 10,098 $10,133
Five persons ........ 12,049 | 12,385 12,565 12,181 11,882 $11,701
Six persons . ........ 13,630 | 14,245 14,301 14,007 13,724 13,305 $13,056
Seven persons . ... ... 15,600 | 16,390 16,493 16,140 15,894 15,436 14,901 $14,315
Eight persons ....... 17,170 | 18,331 18,493 18,160 17,869 17,455 16,931 16,383 $16,244
Nine persons or more. . 20,310 | 22,051 22,159 21,864 21,617 21,210 20,652 20,145 20,021 $19,249
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Appendix B. Source and Reliability of Estimates

SOURCE OF DATA

The estimates in this report are based on data obtained in
March and April 1984 from the Current Population Surveys
(CPS) conducted by the Bureau of the Census and from sup-
plementary questions to the CPS. The present CPS sample
was initially selected from the 1970 census files with coverage
in all 50 States and the District of Columbia. The sample is
continually updated to reflect new construction. The current
sample is located in 629 areas comprising 1,148 counties, in-
dependent cities, and minor civil divisions in the Nation.

In the March sample, approximately 62,000 occupied
households were eligible for interview. Of this number, about
2,500 occupied units were visited but interviews were not
obtained because the occupants were not found at home after
repeated calls or were unavailable for some other reason. CPS
has eight rotation groups being interviewed in a month.

Questions relating to labor force participation are asked
about each member in every sample household. In addition,
in March 1984 supplementary questions were asked about
income, and in April 1984 supplementary questions were
asked about child support and alimony for previously divorced
women. In March, all eight rotations were asked income ques-
tions. In April, only the six rotations that were the same as
in March were used to identify eligible women for the April
supplement. About 43,500 of the households interviewed in
March were interviewed again in April. Women 18 years of
age and older were asked supplemental questions regarding
child support and alimony payments. Of the 43,735 eligible
women interviewed in March, 38,190 were matched to women
interviewed in April. Child support and alimony information
was imputed for the other 5,545 eligible women. Table B-1
gives the sample sizes and imputation rates by marital status.

In order to obtain more reliable data for the Spanish-origin
population, the March CPS sample was enlarged to include
all households from the previous November sample which con-
tained at least one sample person of Spanish origin. Further,
for this report, persons in the Armed Forces living off post
or with their families on post are also included.

The estimation procedure used in this survey involved the
inflation of weighted sample results to independent estimates
of the civilian noninstitutional population of the United States
by age, race, and sex. These independent estimates are based
on statistics from the 1980 decennial census; statistics on
births, deaths, immigration, and emigration; and statistics on
the strength of the Armed Forces.

RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES

Since the CPS estimates are based on a sample, they may
differ somewhat from the figures that would have been ob-
tained if a complete census had been taken using the same
questionnaires, instructions, and enumerators. There are two
types of errors possible in an estimate based on a sample
survey: sampling and nonsampling. The accuracy of a survey
result depends on both types of errors, but the full extent of
the nonsampling error is unknown. Consequently, particular
care should be exercised in the interpretation of figures bas-
ed on a relatively small number of cases or on small differences
between estimates. The standard errors provided for the CPS
estimates primarily indicate the magnitude of the sampling
error. They also partially measure the effect of some non-
sampling errors in responses and enumeration, but they do
not measure any systematic biases in the data. (Bias is the
difference, averaged over all possible samples, between the
estimate and the desired value.)

Nonsampling variability. Nonsampling errors can be attributed
to many sources, eg., inability to obtain information about all
cases in the sample, definitional difficulties, differences in the
interpretation of questions, inability or unwillingness on the
part of the respondents to provide correct information, inability
to recall information, errors made in collection such as in recor-
ding or coding the data, errors made in processing the data,
errors made in estimating values for missing data, and failure -
to represent all units with the sample (undercoverage).

Undercoverage in the CPS results from missed housing units
and missed persons within sample households. Overall under-
coverage, as compared to the level of the 1980 decennial cen-
sus, is about 7 percent. It is known that CPS undercoverage
varies with age, sex, and race. Generally, undercoverage is
larger for males than for females and larger for Blacks and
other races combined than for Whites. Ratio estimation to in-
dependent age-sex-race-Hispanic population controls, as
described previously, partially corrects for the bias due to
survey undercoverage. However, biases exist in the estimates
to the extent that missed persons in missed households or
missed persons in interviewed households have different
characteristics than interviewed persons in the same age-sex-
race-Hispanic group. Further, the independent population con-
trols used have not been adjusted for undercoverage in the
1980 census.
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In this report, the nonsampling error due to imputing values
for missing data may be particularly severe. This is because
the imputation rates for divorced and separated women are
over 20 percent. Imputation procedures are intended to reduce
nonsampling error due to missing data, but with such high
imputation rates the procedures lose some effectiveness.
Therefore, particular caution should be used in interpreting
the data in this report.

In most cases the questionnaire entries for income are based
on the memory or knowledge of one person, usually the wife.
The most common respondent for this report was the female
householder. The memory factor in data derived from field
surveys of income probably produces underestimates because
the tendency is to forget minor or irregular sources of income.
Other errors of reporting are due to misrepresentation or to
misunderstanding as to the scope of the income concept. See
also the section entitled “Underreporting of Income” in Series
P-60, No. 146.

For additional information on nonsampling error including
the possible impact on CPS data when known, refer to
Statistical Policy Working Paper 3, An Error Profile: Employ-
ment as Measured by the Current Population Survey, Office
of Federal Statistical Policy and Standards, U.S. Department
of Commerce, 1978, and Technical Paper 40, The Current
Population Survey: Design and Methodology, Bureau of the
Census, U.S. Department of Commerce.

Sampling variability. The standard errors given in the following
tables are primarily measures of sampling variability, that is,
of the variations that occurred by chance because a sample
rather than the entire population was surveyed. The sample
estimate and its standard error enable one to construct con-
fidence intervals, ranges that would include the average results
of all possible samples with a known probability. For example,
if all possible samples were selected, each of these being
surveyed under essentially the same general conditions and
using the same sample design, and if an estimate and its
standard error were calculated from each sample, then:

1. Approximately 95 percent of the intervals from two stand-
ard errors below the estimate to two standard errors above
the estimate would include the average result of all possi-
ble samples.

2. Approximately 90 percent of the intervals from 1.6 stand-
ard errors below the estimate to 1.6 standard errors above
the estimate would include the average result of all possi-
ble samples.

The average estimate derived from all possible samples is
or is not contained in any particular computed interval.
However, for a particular sample, one can say with specified
confidence that the average estimate derived from all possi-
ble samples is included in the confidence interval.

Standard errors may also be used to perform hypothesis
testing, a procedure for distinguishing between population
parameters using sample estimates. The most common types
of hypothesis appearing in this report is that the population
parameters are different. An example of this would be com-

paring the mean annual income of women receiving child sup-
port payments versus the mean annual income of women who
were not awarded child support payments. Tests may be per-
formed at various levels of significance, where a level of

_significance is the probability of concluding that the

characteristics are different when, in fact, they are identical.

To perform the most common test, let x and y be sample
estimates for two characteristics of interest. Let the standard
error on the difference x-y be oppf. If the ratio R = (x-y)/
op|FF is between -2 and +2, no conclusion about the dif-
ference between the characteristics is justified at the 0.05
level of significance. If, however, this ratio is smaller than -2
or larger than +2, the observed difference is significant at
the 0.05 level. In this event, it is commonly accepted prac-
tice to say that the characteristics are different. Of course,
sometimes this conclusion will be wrong. When the
characteristics are, in fact, the same, there is a 5 percent
chance of concluding that they are different. All statements
of comparison in the text have passed a hypothesis test at
the 0.10 level of significance or better, and most have passed
a hypothesis test at the 0.05 level of significance or better.
This means that, for most differences cited in the text, the
estimated difference between characteristics is greater than
twice the standard error of the difference. For the other dif-
ferences mentioned, the estimated difference between
characteristics is between 1.6 and 2.0 times the standard error
of the difference. When this is the case, the statement of com-
parison is qualified, eg., by use of the phrase “some evidence.”

Comparability of data. Data obtained from the CPS and other
governmental sources are not entirely comparable. This is due
in large part to differences in interviewer training and ex-
perience and in differing survey processes. This is an addi-
tional component of error not reflected in the standard error
tables. Therefore, caution should be used in comparing resuits
between these different sources.

Note when using small estimates. Summary measures (such
as medians and percent distributions) are shown only when
the base is 75,000 or greater. Because of the large standard
errors involved, there is little chance that summary measures
would reveal useful information when computed on a smaller
base. Estimated numbers are shown, however, even though
the relative standard errors of these numbers are larger than
those for corresponding percentages. These smaller estimates
are provided primarily to permit such combinations of the
categories as serve each data user’s needs. Also, care must
be taken in the interpretation of small differences. For instance,
even a small amount of nonsampling error can cause a
borderline difference to appear significant or not, thus distort-
ing a seemingly valid hypothesis test.

Standard error tables and their use. In order to derive stan-
dard errors that would be applicable to a larger number of
estimates and which could be prepared at a moderate cost,
a number of approximations were required. Therefore, instead
of providing an individual standard error for each estimate,
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generalized sets of standard errors are provided for various
types of characteristics. As a result, the sets of standard errors
provided give an indication of the order of magnitude of the
standard error of an estimate rather than the precise standard
error.

The figures presented in table B-2 are approximations to
the standard errors of various estimates for women in the
United States. To obtain the approximate standard error for
a specific characteristic, the appropriate standard error in
tables B-2 and B-3 must be mulitiplied by the ““f"’ factor for
that characteristic given in table B-4. These factors must be
applied to the generalized standard errors in order to adjust
for the combined effect of the sample design and the
estimating procedure on the value of the characteristic.

Standard errors for intermediate values not shown in the
generalized tables of standard errors may be approximated by
linear interpolation.

Two parameters (denoted ““a” and “'b’) are used to calcuiate
standard errors for each type of characteristic; they are
presented in table B-4. These parameters were used to
calculate the standard errors in tables B-2 and B-3 and to
calculate the “f” factors in table B-4. They also may be used
to directly calculate the standard errors for estimated numbers
and percentages. Methods for direct computation are given
in the following sections.

Standard errors of estimated numbers. The approximate
standard error, o ,, of an estimated number shown in this
report can be obtained in two ways. It may be obtained by
use of the formula

% = fo (1

where f is the appropriate factor from table B-4, and o is the
standard error on the estimate obtained by interpolation from
table B-2. Alternatively, the standard error may be approx-
imated by formula (2), from which the standard errors in table
B-2 were calculated. Use of this formula will provide more ac-
curate results than the use of formula (1) above.

oy = Vax? + bx (2)

Here, x is the size of the estimate, and a and b are the
parameters in table B-4 associated with the particular
characteristic.

lllustration of the computation of the standard error of an
estimated number. Table 1 of this report shows that there were
5,015,000 women with child support payments agreed to or
awarded in 1983. Using formula (2), with a = -0.000033 and
b = 2,513 from table B-4, the approximate standard error’ is:

v/-0.000033) (5,015,000)* + (2,513)(5,015,000) = 109,000

The 90-percent confidence interval for the number of
women with child support payments agreed to or awarded
is from 4,840,600 to 5,189,400. Therefore, a conclusion that

'Using formula (1), table B-2, and the appropriate factor from table B-4,
the approximate standard error is 1.00 x 108,000 = 108,000.

Table B-1. Sample Sizes and Imputation Rates

Marital status Sample Imputed
size cases Rates
Total . ........... 43,735 5,545 12.7
Married or widowed . . . . 31,207 3,562 11.4
Divorced ............ 3,606 783 21.7
Separated ........... 1,209 302 25.0
Never married ........ 7.713 898 11.6

Table B-2 Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers of
Women: 1983

(Numbers in thousands)

Size of estimate Standard | gj;e of estimate Standard

error error
10 ............ 517000......... 126
75 ... ... .. 14 | 8000......... 134
250 ........... 25 19,000......... 141
500 ........... 35]110,000........ 148
1,000.......... 50[11,000........ 154
2000.......... 70 | 12,000 ...... . 159
3000.......... 85| 13,000........ 165
4,000.......... 98 | 15,000 ........ 174
5000.......... 108 | 17,000 ........ 182
6,000.......... 118

NOTE: For a particular characteristic, see table B-4 for the
appropriate factor to apply to the above standard errors. For reference,
the standard errors in tables B-2 and B-3 were calculated using a =
-0.000033 and b = 2,513.

the average estimate derived from all possible samples lies
within a range computed in this way would be correct for
roughly 90 percent of all possible samples. Similarly, we could
conclude with 95-percent confidence that the number of
women with child support payments agreed to or awarded
lies within the interval from 4,797,000 to 5,233,000 (using
twice the standard error).

Standard errors of estimated percentages. The reliability of
an estimated percentage computed, using sample data for
both numerator and denominator, depends upon both the size
of the percentage and the size of the total upon which this
percentage is based. Estimated percentages are relatively
more reliable than the corresponding estimates of the
numerators of the percentages, particularly if the percentages
are 50 percent or more. When the numerator and denominator
of the percentage are in different categories, use the factor
or parameters from table B-4 indicated by the numerator. The
approximate standard error, 9(x,p)’ of an estimated percentage
can be obtained by use of the formula

%(x,p) = fo (3)

In this formula, f is the appropriate factor from table B-4
and o is the standard error on the estimate from table B-3.
Alternatively, the standard error may be approximated by the
following formula, from which the standard errors in table B-3
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Table B-3. Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages of Women: 1983

Base of
estimated
percentage

Estimated percentage

(thousands)

N
[
=
©
©

(4]
o

5 or 95 10 or 90 25 o0r 75

-—

[3)]

o)

S
C00000000000=~=~N
vohWRPUOOINDOONWO D

PRroNDOSNROINDSRYBO
OCO0O=====NRONNOWAAN
DONO-SwnmONRDupOWL®
COO====2RMNNNWWARNO
oo~ whoOWNOMNOODN

WWWOANNOPOOSNPROINORO
000000 ==aaaaNNNWO

00000000 uuasN

NOTE: For a particular characteristic, see table B-4 for the appropriate factor to apply to the above standard errors.

were calculated. Use of this formula will give more accurate
results than use of formula (3) above.

[®
ox,p) =f 5 - P (100—p) (4)

Here, x is the size of the subclass of women or families which
is the base of the percentage, p is the percentage (0 p 100),
and b is the parameter in table B-4 associated with the par-
ticular characteristic in the numerator of the percentage.

lllustration of the computation of the standard error of a
percentage. Table 1 of this report shows that of the 3,995,000
women due child support payments in 1983, 3,037,000, or
76.0 percent, of the women actually received payment. Using
formula (4) with b = 2,513 from table B-4, the approximate
standard error? of 76.0 percent is

2,513
3,995,000
Consequently, the 90-percent confidence interval of the
percentage of women who actually received payment is 74.2
to 77.8 percent, ie, 76.0 + (1.6 x 1.1), and the 95-percent

confidence interval is from 73.8 to 78.2 percent (twice the
standard error).

(76.0)(24.0) = 11

Standard error of a difference. For a difference between two
sample estimates, the standard error is approximately equal to

O(X'Y) =" Oxz + 0; (5)

where o, and oy, are the standard errors of the estimates x
and vy, respectively. The estimates can be of numbers,
percents, ratios, etc. This will represent the actual standard
error quite accurately for the difference between two

2Using formula (3), table B-3, and the appropriate factor from table B-4,

the approximate standard error is 1.00 x 1.1 = 1.1,

estimates of the same characteristic in two different areas,
or for the difference between separate and uncorrelated
characteristics in the same area. If, however, there is a high
positive (negative) correlation between the two
characteristics, the formula will overestimate (underestimate)
the true standard error.

lllustration of the computation of the standard error of a dif-
ference. Table 1 of this report shows that in 1983, 71.9 per-
cent of married women due child support in 1983 (1,226,000)
actually received payments, whereas 76.4 percent of divorced
women due payments (2,092,000) actually received child
support. Thus, the apparent difference in the percentages be-
tween these two groups of women is 4.5 percent. Using the
standard error b parameter = 2,513 from table B-4 and
formula (4) the standard error,o (, ) on 71.9 percent is ap-
proximately 2.0 percent, and the standard error, o(y,p) ©N 76.4
percent is approximately 1.5 percent. Using formula (5), the
standard error of the estimated difference of 4.5 percent is

about
V(Z.O)’ + (1.5)2 = 2.5 percent

Thus, the 90-percent confidence interval around the difference
is from 0.5 to 8.5 percent, ie., 4.5 + (1.6 x 2.5), and the
95-percent confidence interval is from -0.5 to 9.5 percent
(twice the standard error). Since this interval includes zero,
we cannot conclude with 95-percent confidence that the
percentage of married women actually receiving child sup-
port payments is less than the percentage of divorced women
actually receiving child support payments. However, since the
90-percent interval does not include zero, we can say that
there is some evidence of a difference between the two
groups.

Standard error of a median. The sampling variability of an
estimated median depends upon the form of the distribution
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as well as the size of its base. An approximate method for
measuring the reliability of an estimated median is to deter-
mine a confidence interval about it. (See the section on sampl-
ing variability for a general discussion of confidence intervals.)
The following procedure may be used to estimate the
68-percent confidence limits of a median based on sample
data.

1. Determine, using the standard error tables and factors or
formula (4), the standard error of the estimate of 50 per-
cent from the distribution.

2. Add to and subtract from 50 percent the standard error
determined in step (1).

3. Using the distribution of the characteristic, calculate the
68-percent confidence interval by calculating the values
corresponding to the two points established in step (2).

4. Once the limits of the 68-percent confidence interval are
computed, the standard error of a median can be computed
by the formula:

U-L
%median 2

where
U = Upper limit of the 68-percent confidence interval,
L = Lower limit of the 68-percent confidence interval.

llustration of the computation of a confidence interval for a
median. Table 1 of this report shows that the median income
in 1983 for all women with children from absent fathers with
income is $7,942. Table 1 also shows that the base of the
distribution from which this median was determined is
8,236,000.

1. Using formula (4), the standard error of 50 percent on a
base of 8,236,000 is about 0.9 percentage points.

2. To obtain a 68-percent confidence interval on the estimated
median, add to and subtract from 50 percent the standard
error found in step (1). This yields limits of 49.1 and 50.9.

3. From table 1, the income of 4,960,000 (60.2 percent) of
these women was at least $6,000, and the income of
4,092,000 (49.7 percent) of these women was at least
$8,000. Therefore, the median income and the upper and
lower limits on the confidence interval are to be calculated

Table B-4. “a’” and ‘’b’’ Parameters and ‘‘f’’ Factors for Calculating Approximate Standard Errors of Estimated

Numbers and Percentages of Women: 1983

Parameter

a b f factor
INCOME
Women
Total or White . . ... ... i ittt e e -0.000033 2,513 1.00
Black . . .t e e -0.000296 2,873 1.07
Spanish ofigin' . . . ... .. e -0.000078 6,741 1.64
Families
Totalor White . . ....... ... ittt tieiinennn -0.000030 2,295 0.96
BlacK . . . e -0.000258 2,501 1.00
Spanish origin' . . ... ... e e -0.000063 5,438 1.47
Women Below the Poverty Level
Total or White . ... ... ... i i et -0.000138 10,595 2.05
Black . . . i e e -0.001093 10,595 2.05
Spanish Origin' . .. ... ... e e -0.000299 25,904 3.21
NONINCOME
Number of Women with Children Whose Fathers are Absent
Marital Status: :
Totalor White .. ... ...ttt i e e e e e -0.000061 4,667 1.36
Black . . . e -0.000690 6,693 1.63
Spanish Origin' ... ... ... e -0.000115 9,959 1.99
Selected characteristics of women:
Education. . . ... ... e -0.000035 3.075 1.1
Employment . . .. ... e e -0.000026 2,294 0.96
Unemployment . . . ... ... . . e e -0.000033 2,934 1.08
Selected characteristics of families:
TONUIE . . . o e e -0.000014 2,365 0.97

'Women of Spanish origin may be of any race.

NOTE: To obtain standard error parameters by residence, multiply the above parameters by a factor of 1.0 for metropolitan residence, 1.5
for nonmetropolitan residence, 0.99 for Northeast; 1.02 for Midwest; 0.98 for South; and 0.84 for West.
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using linear interpolation. The lower limit on the estimate
is found to be about

4,960,000 — (.509)(8,236,000)

($8,000—$6,000) +
4,960,000—4,092,000

$6,000 = $7,769

Similarly, the upper limit is found by linear interpolation to
be about

4,960,000 — (.491)(8,236,000)
4,960,000—4,092,000

($8,000—$6,000) +
$6,000 = $8,1M

Thus, the 68-percent confidence interval on the median
income of all women with income in 1983 is from $7,769
to $8,111.

4. The standard error of the median is, therefore,
($8,111—$7,769) /2, i.e.,, $171. (NOTE: Published standard
errors are calculated by the same method as above.
However, a different standard error may be obtained
because of rounding-off errors; eg., for the above illustra-
tion, table 1 gives a standard error of $184.)

Standard error of estimated arithmetic mean. The standard
error of an arithmetic mean can be approximated by formula
(6) below. Because of the approximations used in developing
formula (6), an estimate of the standard error of the mean ob-
tained from that formula will generally underestimate the true
standard error. The formula used to estimate the standard error
of a mean is

o =y (6)

In this formula, y is the size of the base of the distribution,
and b is a parameter which depends on the sample size, the
sample design, the estimation procedure, and the
characteristic. The values of b are given in table B-4. The
variance, s?, is given by the following formula:
c
s =2 p; % — X?
i=1 (7)

where x is the mean of the distribution estimated by the
expression

¢ is the number of groups; i indicates a specific group, thus
taking on values 1 through c.

is the estimated proportion of women as families whose
values, for the characteristic (x-values) being considered,
fall in group i.

p

= (Z;4 + Z;) /2 where Z; ¢ and Z; are the lower and upper
interval boundaries, respectively, for group i. This is
assumed to be the most representative value for the
characteristic for women as families in group i. Group ¢
is open-ended, i.e., no upper interval boundary exists. For
this group an approximate average value is ?c = _.’;_ z-c

-1.
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Appendix C. Facsimile—Form CPS-1 Basic Questionnaire

INTERVIEWER CHECK ITEM

O

First CPS 1 of continuation h'hold. D

Onty CPS 1 for household

Second CPS-1 of continuation h‘holdD

Thud, fourth_and 5th CPSY ... ... D

FORM CPS-1

7N
%)

CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY

Form Approved — O.M.B. No. 0607-0049

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Buresu of the Census

Fowdic 26.1:1

CONTROL NUMBER

SEGMENT

SERIAL

LINE NO. OF H'HOLD RESP.
NON H'HOLD RESPONDENT ... . D
{Specily and Send Intercomm)

N /

INTERVIEW
ANY ENTRY OTHER THAN | ve, D
NEVER WORKED IN ITEMS

23A-EmnwiscPs-1 . I No D
NONINTERVIEW
TYPEA ..o D
o 0O
TPEC oo O
(SEND INTER COMM)

TELEPHONE HOLD
(Mark this box for office “telephone hod™
cases only)

APRIL 1984

Cunnent

PopuLATION

Suavey
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CHILDREN'S (013 yeors oid) TRANSCRIPTION ITEMS

ARMED FORCES MEMBERS TRANSCRIPTION ITEMS
household lor persons with “"AF " in CC riem 22.

(Fill only 1 iaterview

(1t more than 4 chiidren in ., use CPS-1 ) 1f more then 2 AF persons in use CPs-1
FIRST CHILD FIRST ARMED FORCES MEMBER
18A. | 188. RELATIONSHIP TO REFERENCE | 18C. 180. | 18G. SEX 18K. 18A. | 188. RELATIONSHIP TO 18¢. 180. | 18E. MARITAL STATUS
LINE PERSON (Control Card item 145) | PARENTS | AGE | pae ... - | ORIGIN LINE REFERENCE PERSON PARENT'S | AGE
NO. LINE Femsle .| ©O Reference Person WITH LINE Married—cvilien
[o¥s) Own Child. O | NUMBER 11 other relatives in housshold . ... O | ” wousepremnt. ... O
2 IR o o o [Wimact . 0o a e . “““0 o o '
P Brother/Sister . .. .............. C 11 111 whim.. © 33 ; ; NO other reletrves in housshold 11 11 Armed ’0. °
; : o poes
32 Other relstive of Reference Person O g ; g 2 8 o 5 33 Husbend . . . . ... ... C gg gg Merried— .
Non-rel of Reference 4 Wife. .. ... [0 (Exciude ssparered) O
S | Person-WITH OWN RELS. & & | 3 Amer. G 5 + + 4
G | inhousshold................. s s mm.l - ? . Ownchild. ... o s S 5 | Widowed. . o
2 P I ut, 4 © & 6 6 G | Dwvorced...... .. o
N of Reference
i | N o o 2 7 | Esime o H Parent © 2 |27 seeurmd.. ... )
B in household. . ............... o & ® | 4 Asianor) ‘ Brother/Sster . ......... .. <] 8 8 3 | Nevermarried..... o
S ) Pacific \ o] bl 9 99
s None Isiander a a Other rel. of Ref. Person . . .. O | None )
° 5. Other... O Non-rsl. of Ret. Person WITH o
OWN relatives in housshold. .. O
SECOND CHILD Non-rel. of Ret. Person with
NO OWN relstves in housshold O
18A. | 188. RELATIONSHIP TO REFERENCE | 18C. 100. | 18G. SEX 18K.
LINE PERSON (Control Cerd item 1486) | PARENTS | AGE | gy c | omein 18F. 18G. 18H. 81 [ K.
NO. LINE Fersle. O | c O SPOUSES | SEX HIGHEST GRADE RACE ORIGIN
@O | OWnChIM.......ouuia © | NUMBER 11 LINE NO. GRADE
11 . [} © @ | 184 RACE B 2 o Male O [ ATTENDED X"
2 o | BromerSiser. °l 11 11 (v whim.. . C| 33 11 Fomate o | E W €7 11
3 3 | Otherrelativeof RelerencaPerson © | 2 2 2 o 2 2 ome I 11 22
by 3 3 S |2eex.. 0 . s 3 L 2
Nonrel. of Refersnce : 222 3
3 Person—WITH OWN RELS. - | 3. Amer. 6 + ] 33 3 *
[ in household. . ... .......... s s mm.l o ? B + ¢ & s
15 g B
2 | Nonrsi of Retersnce b S| Esimo s ¢ S 2 s
2 Person—NO OWN rek. z ? o 7 6 <] ?
o [ inhousenold................ o 5 g |4 pdmnory 8 7 8
None © o Isiander } None O -8 Noﬁok,, °
. o} 5 Other. O ] o Q
[ ] n-
THIRD CHILD ) SECOND ARMED FORCES MEMSER
18A. | 188. RELATIONSHIP TO REFERENCE | 18C. $90. | 100, 38X ». 184, | 188. RELATIONSHIP TO 18c. 180. | 18E. MARITAL STATUS
LINE PERSON (Control Cerditem 145) | PARENTS § AGE | Mee ... . o |Om@IN | § L] REFERENCE PERSON PARENT'S | AGE
NO. LINE fomaie... O | 20 | 0. Reference Person WITH LINE Merried—chvilien
oo | ownchim..... o |sumeen T . other relatives in housshold ... . O | NUMBER wousepremnt. ... O
............... ! 20 ) Merriod—
11 ® 0 o © |18 RACE 2z Reference Person with o o ")
Armed Forces
22 Brother/Sister . . ....... ;mnjp 11 TT|1 whim... O 33 ;; NO other reistives in housshoid O 11 I .o
3 3 | Otherrelativeof RelgencePemon O | 2 ¢ 2 8 * - Husbend ... .. ... of| 2 e 22| Merried-
S ”'"“',"“"‘"‘“mmns 33 3 e > 3: Wite. ol 33 33 fzuba-n'm) o
s ! Rate ' Py + s ' P PloowRe by Py
G in household. . . . ... PR .0 s s lAn:m o ? c Ownchid. .. ............ o) s 35| Widowed......... o
? [ [ t ] [ GG | Dwvorced........ o
Non-rel. of Reference .
a on- o . 2 2 Eskimo IS ; L Q 2 22 Seperewed .. °
9| inhousehold............. .. 0 & 8 |4 ::;:1 ° ° Brother/Sister .. ... ... .. c 8 8 8 | Neermaried..... o
- None © 2 Isiander | a a Other rel_ of Ret Person ... . ... o | None © 99 a
o 6. Other... O Non-el. of Ref. Person WITH o
OWN relatives in housshold. ... O
FOURTH CHILD Non-rel. of Ref. Person with
NO OWN relatives in housshold
18A. | 188. RELATIONSHIP TO REFERENCE | 18C. 180. | 18G. SEX 18K.
LINE PERSON (Control Card item 146) | PARENTS | AGE | pige . o | omGin 18F. 18G. 18H. 0. . 18K.
NO. LINE Ferse.. 0| 20 SPOUSE'S | SEX HIGHEST GRADE RACE ORIGIN
@0 | OwncChild.......oeinin C | NUMSER 1t LINE NO. GRADE COMPLETED
b ATTENDED
11 e ol @@ o8- ce o o Msle O Y& O 1 Whie ... o -X-)
22 | Brote 11 11 o 33 11 Female 0 | E W € ° 2 ° 11t
33 Other relstive of Reference Person  C e e 2 ° - 2 2 omal 11t No . Black ....... 22
| Nonret. of 3 3 3 : s 3 3 2 2 2 3. Amer. indien, 33
5 Parson—WITH OWN RELS. 4 %+ |3 . G 4 a2 3 3 3 [ ] Aleut, Eskimo O %
6 L 3 s Tn‘:' ° ? B + 4 ¢ « )
7 G [ oL g = 6 s s - Astan G
Non-rel. of Reference
a e 2 2 Eskimo o 2 6 G+ orPecificld.. O 2
2 inhousehold. . . .............. c & | | 4 Asenon 8 ? 5. Other ....... o 8
9 9 Pacific o]
None Isiander | None © 8 None 9
a2 o 6. Other... C a o o

Poge 2

B -ruroeNn00s

HOWPLONDOVO M
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1. INTERVIEWER CHECK ITEM FORM CPS-1 /% VS Owertment of Commerce [[ 1. COLOR 2.SAMPLE | 3. CONTROL NUMBER \
. @ . BUREAU OF THE Census || CONTROL CARD ABCDE . ,
Only CPS-1 for housshold ... ... O | iy et \&/ Yellow C.C i i
First CPS-1 of continuation hhid ... O | /rems on this pege) (Tomennan) 0 | COCCO | \ h
Second CPS-1 of continustion h'hold O }” CURRENT POPULATION SURYEY c"'c'm ! !
Third, fourth, etc. CPS-1.......... O | 2-13 from first White C.C. ' '
- crs1) Form Approved — O.M.8. No. 0607-0049 APRIL 1084 || 40 materiats) © | k
MONTH IYEAR 4. TYPE OF LIVING QUARTERS 6e. LAND  [8.P8UNO.| 7. 8EGMENT [8. sERIAL | 0. HOUSE-
! B B usace NO. NO. HOLD
O00O@0000C000,;, 000@0 HOUSING UNIT OTHER UNIT NO. l
1
W.IMEM.II%RE::FE GHJKLM House, spertment, fiet . .. e} iOx:vmnm , } Urben O
000000000000 HU in nontransient hotel, motel, etc. o | U inrooming or bosrding house O s 0| 00| coo| oo
1234567289 . . | Unit not permenent !
0123456789 HU. permanent. in trsamient hotel. motel 61¢. G 1 7 ransient hotl, motel, etc,. . O ”7 é;; ;;;; ;; é
) ) i
Y DATE COMPLETED HUinroominghouse . .. ... .. .. o :'r.n.‘mum'u - B 3333333 33 3
1e Mobile home or trailer ! erse. BFARM (444 |daaq | ag 3
Q123456789 with no permanent room sdded . . QO | Student querters SALES .
I }  incollegs dormitory. . ... .. .. o}
12. LINE NO. OF H'HOLD RESP. Mobile home or trailer with one : S olsss|ssss| ss s
. . Of More permanent rooms sdded . . O | Other not HU (Bescride beiow) . ... O 666 6666 66 c >
1
teasse HU not specified sbove (Dexcribe beiow) . ... O | * o | zzz |z 22 z |
mn.nmAm.m;ny; O (Send trter Comm » #8535 |as88| 88 & &
Interviewsd 99¢ s99| 99
Households Only) ) ;
- [ - s
13 TYPE INTERVIEW NONINTERVIEW +
Nonimerview O / TYPEA TYPEB SEASONAL STATUS 3
14, (Mark resson and rece.) 18 18, This unit is intended for ocoupency: | <
Persorel ... O 1
Teol. - reguisr O Vacent — regular. . . . O (FINRVS if
Tol. - calibeck O REASON |  RACE ) Yeerround. ... O ‘HUin ttem ¢) B
ICRfilled ... O . ' Vacant — storage of h'hid furniture O »
No one o . Temp. occ. by persons with URE. . O : Bigratory workens O (w,z
Temporarity | O Vinheme) | 1
somnt... O (White. O [\t or to be demoiished. . o @
! o 17. This unit is intended for ocoupency: 9
Under construct ), NOt reedy . . . . ; =
Refused. ... O [Blsck .. O | Cometag " oio" onty o ;
H o(:bt:nw.bw:-unm,,, 0 Summersonty .. .. . -Nn;.’ :
] . Armed Foroe m "
on(--o«. O !Allother © members or parsons under 14 .. O ,..,,ﬁ‘“‘}‘;“'?g’,t‘"" ° Winters onky. . © &:ﬁ&"’ s
! ellow C.C). |
below) i g:owuohd tent site of trailer site O EB“';:V;I"I:'C“C"}" 1. 1980 ° Other(Describe beiow) O i
1 'mit granted, H ¢CC).......
1 5 Unused line of listing z
[ ] N X consiruction not started ° P et © H
! Other (Specify betow) o | Other (Descride below). . O
B IO, VR Mk B S [ o N S _
! P |l
. oo S
TRANSCAIFTION ITEMS Faf on FIRST CPS-1 of interviewsd Pouseteids |
27. TENURE :
(Transcribe from Control Card Men 9)
Owned or being bought. . . . . . O
Rented................... . O
Nocshrent................ (e}
28. TOTAL FAMILY INCOME
(Trenscribe from Control Cerd Item 33) .
A O E O 10 MO
B O F O J o N O
co G 0 )
0o H O Lo
QEMINDER
Filt nams 18A—18K onpeges 2, 5,7, 9, and 11.
ABCODEFGHJKLM
___________________________________________________________________________ C0000CO0GOOO0
2123456289

2-20-04 Foudic 28.1:1
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1
]
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\

18. LINE NUMBER 20.Did ... doany work stall | 21.(/f ] in 19, skip to 21A.) 22. (11 LK in 19, Skip to 22A.) 24.INTERVIEWER CHECK ITEM Jl

B-rurooNnn00

HOWOUVONDVO -

LAST WEEK, not counting Did ... heve s job or Has . . . been looking for work (Rotetionnumber) 777 ";.-"};En'v'l's"’{n'&"'&
0 work around the house? business from which he/she during the pest 4 weesks? First digit of SEGMENT number is: ( )
19. What wes . .. doing (Note: If ferm or business wes temporarily sbesnt or O 1.3.4.5,70r 8 (Skip 10 26)
°'“‘s"'::"‘ aperetor in hh., esh sbout nieyoH LASTWEEK? | Yo O Mo © (Goro24) O 7008 1Coto 204) ""“"‘l““"“‘“‘
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