
















Chapter 1 m Introduction 

FOREWORD 

This report presents population estimates by race and 
Hispanic origin for States, metropolitan areas and selected 
counties for 1980 through 1985. The estimates in fhis 
report are the product of research conducted over the past 
decade. They represent an extension of the Administrative 
Records method, the newest of the estimating techniques 
for producing population estimates for States, counties, 
and places at the Census Bureau. The methodology used 
to prepare the population estimates in this report has not 
been fully tested against the results of a decennial census 
and should be considered developmental. Furthermore, 
these estimates have not been integrated into the Census 
Bureau's current estimates program. 

Because of the developmental character of these sub· 
national population estimates, they are being presented as 
a research/developmental report (designated RD) in Series 
P·25, Population Estimates and Projections. The object of 
this research/developmental category for reports is to 
provide a forum for dissemination of information from new 
Census Bureau research activities that are not formally 
integrated into current programs. 

Although the Bureau of the Census publishes national 
estimates of the United States population by race and 
Hispanic origin, we have not routinely produced estimates 
by race for States1, nor have we previously issued subna­
tional estimates of the Hispanic population. It should be 
stressed that the population estimates presented in this 
report are not entirely consistent with existing Census 
Bureau estimates, nor are they meant to replace or super­
sede them. Rather, these estimates are presented for the 
convenience of potential users of these data prior to their 
formal integration into the Census Bureau's regular popu­
lation estimates program. 

BACKGROUND 

The Bureau of the Census has developed an extensive 
program for providing population estimates in the years 
between decennial censuses. In addition to making monthly 
national estimates of the United States' total, resident, and 

1Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 67, "Population Esti­
mates by Race for States: July 1, 1973 and 1975" was a one-time 
offering. The scope and data sources used in that report were far less 
comprehensive than what is contained here. 

civilian populations, the Bureau also prepares annual 
population estimates for the United States by detailed 
demographic characteristics, Le., age, sex, race, and His­
panic origin.2 

At the State level, the Census Bureau's current program 
provides population estimates by single years of age and 
sex3 but does not present information on race or Hispanic 
origin. For publication purposes, the individual age esti­
mates are combined into broad groups, although greater 
age detail is available upon request. County estimates of 
the total population are also produced annually,4 but the 
Bureau's regular estimates program provides no data on 
demographic characteristics for counties. The Census 
Bureau does prepare another set of so-called "experi­
mental" population estimates for counties by age, sex, and 
race. These estimates, known as the "NCI estimates",5 
are produced for two race categories-Whites and a 
combined Black and Other Races grouping. In its regular 
estimates program, the Census Bureau also produces 
estimates of the total population for some 38,000 local 
governmental units biennially for even numbered years, 
again without demographic characteristics.s The popula­
tion estimates by race and Hispanic origin in this report will 
begin to fill an important gap in the population estimates 
program. 

Following the publication of the 1973 and 1975 State 
estimates for racial groups?, the Census Bureau continued 
to investigate ways of improving the estimation procedures 

2Current Population Reports, Series P-25 No. 1022, United States 
Population Estimates, by Age, Sex, and Race: 1980 to 1987. For 
estimation purposes, all persons are assigned into one of three mutually 
exclusive race classes: White, Black, or Other Races. Other Races 
include Asians, Pacific Islanders, American Indil;lns, Eskimos, and Aleuts. 
Hispanics can be of any race. 

3 Current Population Reports Series P-25, No 1024, State Population 
and Household Estimates, with Age, Sex, and Components of Change: 
1981·87. 

4Current Population Reports, Series P-26, No. 86-A, Provisional 
Estimates of the Population of Counties, July 1, 1986. 

s"NCI" stands for the National Cancer Institute, the agency which 
sponsors these estimates. The population estimates produced under this 
agreement are used by the National Cancer Institute to compute rates of 
cancer prevalence, incidence, and mortality. See P-23, No. 158, "Meth· 
odology for Experimental County Population Estimates for the 1980's" for 
a description of the methods used to produce the NCI estimates. The NCI 
estimates rely on the estimates presented in this report at several steps 
in the estimation process. 

6Current Population Reports, Series P-26, No. 86-NE-SC, No. 86-
ENC-SC, No. 86-WNC-SC, No. 86-S-SC, and No. 86-W-SC contain 1986 
population estimates for subcounty governmental units. 

7Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 87, op. cit. 
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