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For Guam, as indicated earlier, the estimates are 
based on a special estimating method which yields pOint 
estimates of the various subcategories of the popula­
tion. The test of this method for the 1960-70 period 
showed an overestimate of about 10 percent. This level 
and direction of error still existed in the estimates in 
1980. Likely explanations for this include the lack of 
accurate migration data as well as conflicting informa­
tion on persons who were born in the 50 States and on 
the special populations employed in the current meth­
odology. 

The estimates for the Northern Mariana Islands con­
tain a similar level of error and are biased in the same 
direction. The 1980 error was 1,794 persons, or 10.7 
percent. As was the case for Guam, the lack of migra­
tion data combined with the lack of censuses or surveys 
during the intercensal period pose a serious problem in 
estimating the Northern Marianas population. Local 
knowledge indicates that substantial immigration has 
occurred in the Northern Marianas in recent years. After 
1990, the Census Bureau will investigate the use of 
housing units, school enrollment, and migration data 
collected by the Northern Marianas Government for use 
in the Northern Marianas estimates. 

Efforts will continue to be made to correct the 
estimation errors to the degree that available method­
ologies and data will permit. 

SOURCES OF DATA 

Most of the statistics used to prepare the area 
estimates presented in this report were obtained from 
the local governments of the outlying areas. Data on 
births and deaths were obtained from the local govern­
ments for Puerto Rico and the outlying areas. Armed 
Forces data are based on figures provided by the Coast 
Guard and the Department of Defense. School enroll­
ment data for the Virgin Islands were supplied by the 
Virgin Islands Department of Education. 

For Puerto Rico, data on migration were supplied by 
the Puerto Rico Planning Board. The number of Federal 
civilian employees on Guam was obtained from the 
Guam Department of Commerce. 

ROUNDING OF ESTIMATES 

Each estimate in this report has been rounded inde­
pendently to the nearest thousand (Puerto Rico) or 
hundred (other areas) from figures computed to the last 
digit. Hence, the sum of the parts may differ from the 
total shown. Percentages are based on unrounded 
numbers. 

Table 2. Estimates of the Resident and Civilian Populations of Puerto Rico and the Outlying Areas: 1980 to 
1988 

(Each estimate has been rounded to the nearest thousand for Puerto Rico and to the nearest hundred for the outlying areas) 

Virgin Islands 

Date St. Thomas Northern (July 1, except as noted) and SI. American Mariana 
Puerto Rico Total st. Croix John Samoa Guam Islands 

RESIDENT POPULATION 

1988 ................................. 3,291,000 103,200 51,300 51,900 39,500 133,000 21,200 
1987 ................................. 3,292,000 106,100 52,400 53,600 38,400 130,400 20,300 
1986 ................................. 3,273,000 109,500 54,300 55,200 37,300 126,800 19,700 
1985 ................................. 3,282,000 110,800 55,300 55,500 36,300 123,900 19,100 
1984 ................................. 3,269,000 107,500 55,000 52,500 35,300 119,900 18,600 
1983 ................................. 3,265,000 103,700 53,800 49,900 34,500 116,000 18,200 
1982 ................................. 3,262,000 101,500 52,300 49,200 33,800 110,500 17,800 
1981 ................................. 3,245,000 98,300 50,800 47,500 33,100 109,900 17,300 
1980 ................................. 3,206,000 97,700 50,300 47,400 32,400 106,900 16,900 
1980 (April 1) census ................... 3,196,520 96,569 49,725 46,844 32,297 105,979 16,780 

CIVILIAN POPULATION 

1988 ................................. 3,287,000 103,200 51,300 51,900 39,500 122,700 21,200 
1987 ................................. 3,288,000 106,000 52,400 53,600 38,400 120,900 20,300 
1986 ................................. 3,270,000 109,500 54,300 55,200 37,300 117,500 19,700 
1985 ................................. 3,277,000 110,800 55,300 55,500 36,300 114,300 19,100 
1984 ................................. 3,265,000 107,300 54,800 52,500 35,300 112,200 18,600 
1983 ................................. 3,261,000 103,700 53,800 49,900 34,500 108,000 18,200 
1982 ................................. 3,259,000 101,500 52,300 49,200 33,800 102,500 17,800 
1981 ..... '" .............. , .......... 3,242,000 98,200 50,700 47,500 33,100 101,400 17,300 
1980 ................................. 3,202,000 97,700 50,300 47,400 32,400 97,400 16,900 
1980 (April 1) census ................... 3,192,000 96,600 49,700 46,800 .32,300 96,700 16,800 


