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Money Income and Poverty Status in the United States:

1989 (Advance Report)

NOTE: Work experience data contained in tables 4, 10, 14, 15, and 16 are the first to include members of the
Armed Forces. This change reflects a modification to the March 1990 income supplement questionnaire in which
current Armed Forces members were asked about work experience for the previous calendar year. Tables 1 and
12, however, restrict work experience data to civilians so that year-to-year comparisons are consistent.

INTRODUCTION

This report presents data on the income and pov-
erty status of households, families, and persons in the
United States for the calendar year 1989. These data
were compiled from information collected in the March
1990 Current Population Survey (CPS) conducted by
the Bureau of the Census. The survey consisted of
approximately 60,000 households nationwide and was
designed mainly to produce reliable national esti-
mates, though some data by region and metropolitan
residence were also compiled and appear in this
report.

The official income and poverty estimates in this
report are based solely on money income before
taxes and do not include the value of noncash benefits
such as food stamps, Medicare, Medicaid, public
housing, and employer-provided fringe benefits. For a
discussion of the effects of taxes and noncash bene-
fits on income and poverty in 1989, see P-60, No.
169-RD.

The report begins with a section on household
income, with year-to-year comparisons by region,
type of household, and type of residence. This is
followed by a section on changes in family income by
race, Hispanic origin, and family composition. Sec-
tions on earnings of year-round, full-time workers, per
capita income, and income inequality follow the family
income section.

Changes in poverty rates and the number of poor
are shown for persons by race and Hispanic origin and
geographic distribution. Changes in the poverty status
of families are displayed by race, Hispanic origin, work
experience, and education of householder. There is
also a section on the amount of money it would take to
raise the incomes of all poor families to their respec-
tive poverty thresholds (income deficit).

The report concludes with sections on the trends in
money income and poverty status based on two
alternate measures of inflation, the CPI-U and CPI-U-
X1.

HIGHLIGHTS

(Tt}: )figures in parentheses denote the 90-percent confidence inter-
vals.

Income

o Median household income in 1989 was $28,910
(+$265), up 1.3 (+1.0) percent in real terms from
1988.1 This increase followed two consecutive years
in which real household income was unchanged.

o Regionally, real median household incomes increased
in the Northeast and West between 1988 and 1989,
while incomes in the South and Midwest remained
unchanged.

e Black median household income was $18,080 (+$614)
in 1989, up 5.1 (+£4.1) percent from 1988 in real
terms. Hispanic median household income, $21,920
(x$707), and White median household income,
$30,410 (+=$245), were unchanged.

e Black median household income increased 6.6
(+5.6) percent in the South, the only region to show
a statistically significant real change for Blacks.
White household income increased 3.4 (+2.2) per-
cent in the Northeast, the only region showing a
significant change for Whites.?

e Median family income increased 1.4 (+1.0) percent
between 1988 and 1989, in real terms. Median
family income was $34,210 (+$324) in 1989.

e All married-couple families and those married-couple
families with wives in the paid labor force experi-
enced 1.1 (£1.0) percent real increases in income
to $38,650 and $45,270, respectively. The median

Changes in real income refer to comparisons after adjusting for
inflation. The percentage change in prices between 1988 and 1989
was computed by dividing the annual average Consumer Price
Index for all urban consumers (CPI-U) for 1889 by the annual
average for 1988. See table A-2 in appendix A for the CPl's from
1947 to 1989.

2The increase in Black income in the South was not statistically
different from the White Iincrease in the Northeast.



income of married-couple families with wives notin
the paid labor force ($28,750) did not change sig-
nificantly between 1988 and 1989.

® Real median earnings of women working year-
round, full-time increased 1.8 (*1.4) percent in
1989 to a level of $18,780 (=$209). Male earnings,
on the other hand, decreased 1.8 (+0.9) percent to
a level of $27,430 (£$222). The ratio of female-to-
male median earnings was .68 (+.009), up from .66
in 1988 and currently at an all-time high.

® Per capita income in 1989 was $14,060 (=$107), up
2.2 (£1.0) percent from 1988, also an all-time high.

Poverty

® The number of persons below the official govern-
ment poverty level was 31.5 (£0.9) million in 1989,
not significantly different from the 31.7 (£0.9) mil-
lion poor in 1988. The poverty rate was 12.8 (£0.3)
percent in 1989, not significantly different from the
13.0 (£0.4) percent in 1988.

® While both the number of poor and poverty rate
have declined since 1983, the recent peak in these
figures, both remain above their 1978 levels, the
recent low-point in these figures.

e Of all poor families, 51.7 (= 1.5) percent were main-
tained by women with no husband present. For
poor Black families, 73.4 (+2.4) percent were main-
tained by women with no husband present, for
White families the comparable figure was 42.1 (£ 1.9)
percent, and for Hispanic-origin families 46.8 (+3.7)
percent.

o Of poor family householders, 48.9 (+1.5) percent
worked in 1989, and 16.2 (+1.1) percent worked
year-round, full-time. Neither of these figures is
significantly different from the comparable 1988
estimate.

e In 1989, the poverty rate for all children under 18
years was 19.6 (+0.7) percent, unchanged from the
1988 figure. About 14.2 (+£0.7) percent of all White
children were in families below the poverty level in
1989, compared with 36.2 (x2.4) percent of chil-
dren of Hispanic origin and 43.7 (+2.1) percent of
Black children.

o The poverty rate for persons 65 years and over was
11.4 (x£0.6) percent in 1989, not significantly differ-
ent from the 12.0 (+0.6) percent in 1988.

® Poverty rates decrease dramatically as years of
school completed increases: in 1989 the poverty
rate was 20.7 (£0.9) percent for householders who
had not completed high school, 8.9 (+0.5) percent
for those who had graduated from high school but
not attended college, and 3.6 (x0.3) percent for
those with one or more years of college.

o In 1989, the number of persons in poverty was 3.6
million lower using the CPI-U-X1 to adjust poverty
thresholds than using the CPI-U (28.0 (+0.8) million
versus 31.5 (=0.9) million) and the poverty rate was
1.4 percentage points lower (11.4 (x0.3) percent
versus 12.8 1+0.3) percent).

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

The median income of all households was $28,910
in 1989, up 1.3 percent from 1988 in real terms. (See
table A.) The 1989 increase ends a 2-year period in
which household income remained stagnant.

Region. For the seventh year in a row, households in
the Northeast continued to show a gain in real income
(2.4 percent). The 1989 median income of households
in the Northeast was $32,640, highest of the four
regions. The only other region to experience a real
household income gain was the West, up 2.8 percent
to alevel of $31,090.2 Median incomes for households
in the other regions were $25,870 for the South and
$28,750 for the Midwest.

Type of household. Family households, with a 1989
median income of $34,630, showed a real increase of
1.7 percent from 1988. Married-couple households,
with a median income of $38,660 (the highest of any
household type), experienced a real income gain (1.2
percent), as did family households with a female
householder, no husband present (3.3 percent)?. Non-
family households, with a median income of $17,120,
showed no significant change in real terms between
1988 and 1989.

Type of residence. In general, households in the
suburbs of large metropolitan areas fared better than
their central city counterparts and better than house-
holds of smaller metropolitan areas.5 Households in
metropolitan areas showed a real increase of 1.2
percent between 1988 and 1989. In large metropolitan
areas (those with a million or more in population), real
household income increased 1.6 percent; their subur-
ban component showed a 2.0 percent increase.®

Race, Hispanic origin, and tenure. Households with a
Black householder experienced an increase in real
income of 5.1 percentin 1989, to $18,080. The median
incomes of White households ($30,410) and those of
Hispanic origin ($21,920) did not change significantly
in 1989.

*The difference between the percent increase in the Northeast
and West was not statistically significant.

“The differences between these percent increases were not
statistically significant.

5The term “suburban areas” as used here refers to that portion of
metropolitan areas outside central cities.

®The differences between increases for metro areas, large metro
areas, and suburban areas of large metro areas were not signifi-
cantly different from one another.




Table A. Comparison of Income Summary Measures Between 1989 and 1988, by Selected Characteristics

(Households, families, and persons as of March 1990)

1989
Characteristic 1988 median | Percent change in
Number (000s) Median income| income (1989 $) real income
HOUSEHOLDS
All households.......ccvvuuunnn veeeens Ceeeseceanaes 93,347 $28,906 $28,637 "3
Region:
Northeast. ......ccoeiiiiiinennrenrnescancncansnns cives 19,127 32,643 31,891 *24
Midwest....... Cetestsesestetestatantensstnarann ceees 22,760 28,760 28,867 -04
South..... Ciresaeeanas reees Ceereenas teeeeateraatians 32,262 26,870 26,793 0.3
West.ooioviieenaiinnenes Cretesteesacnenane verrecanans 19,197 31,086 30,226 "”28
Residence:
Inside metropolitan areas .............. teeeseieanans ves 72,331 31,124 30,760 ".2
TmMIllioNOr MOre .....cvvviuiueeeeecnnsescsenannnas .es 45,970 33,163 32,640 *1.6
Inside central citieS ......cccvuvenns Ceeeaes creeiieeaen 18,326 26,049 26,686 14
Outside central Cities . ...c.oveivirererncrecncsaneennss 27,644 38,610 37,768 *20
Under 1 million ......... tereeieesnens Cereeceesasnsans 26,362 27,827 27,738 0.3
Inside central CitieS ... .cevvveeenevenrenerennnas cerees 11,413 26,000 24,571 1.7
Outside central cities ..........cco0enee heereeaennanns 14,949 30,442 30,312 04
Outside metropolitan areas. ........coeeeeeeenecrecnsenes 21,018 22,417 22,416 -
FAMILIES
All families ......ccoviveriiiiininerensencannns Ceees 66,090 34,213 33,742 *4
Race and Hispanic ongm of householder:
White ........ Ceeiieattennaes cheens Cresesesetennacanas 66,690 36,976 36,649 1.2
Black.....ccvvieiinenn Cereeseieereenans Ceeeesesenaas 7,470 20,209 20,260 -03
Hispanic'............ teeseecsesastetattnntatnanns 4,840 23,446 22,818 28
Type of family:
All races:
Married-couple families.......ccoviviiiiiiiiiiiinnennnn. 62,317 38,647 38,142 "1
Female householder, no husband present............ . 10,890 16,442 16,085 2.2
White:
Married-couple families........cceeeieiiiiniinnennnns 46,981 39,208 38,616 "6
Female householder, no husband present..... teeereaes 7,306 18,948 18,623 23
Black:
Married-couple families.......ccievieieiiiinnnennnnnns 3,750 30,850 31,849 -3.8
Female householder, no husband present.............. 3,276 11,630 11,170 4.1
Hispanic origin':
Married-couple families................. eeetacaneanas 3,395 27,382 26,904 18
Female householder, no husband present .............. 1,116 11,745 11,202 48
Age of householder:
15to24vyears ............ tesiesiesens teeseenens ceeees 2,863 17,064 17,612 =31
251034Vyears ....oovvenenens teeeceresnens 14,864 30,873 30,954 -03
351044vyears .....ceevvvnnnns Ceeeretensaseaneas ceeene 16,694 40,202 40,711 -13
45to 54 years ......... Cerereenaes reeeeas Cereraeneane 11,712 46,101 44,225 *4.2
55 to 64 years ........ eeesees ettesesctacsectntsancns 9,261 37,643 36,868 21
65 years and OVer.......ccovevuvannnns teeseseeeassaiaes 10,726 23,083 22,761 1.6
EARNINGS OF YEAR-ROUND, FULL-TIME WORKERS
Male............... Ceerertesentess Ceeeteeiaitataaiaens 48,825 27,430 27,940 *18
Female...... e e etieeseetenteeteattanstteseteneeannnes 31,290 18,778 18,464 "8
PER CAPITA INCOME
Allraces ......cccvuune Metetsercasescans PN (X) 14,066 13,766 2.2
White .. .ivviiiieieirinesnnsnncnccnns Ceeereatesnenanas (X) 14,898 14,666 2.3
=] o] reereseseeaes (X) 8,747 8,670 0.9
Hispanic origin......... teeseneirenanse terereenaeneas (X) 8,390 8,339 0.6

*Statistically significant change at the 90-percent confidence level.

- Represents zero or rounds to zero.
X Not applicable.
Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

This is the first report in the P-60 series to include
information on the income of Asians or Pacific Island-
ers. As shown in table B, the median income in 1989 of
Asian or Pacific Islander households ($36,100) was
higher than the White median ($30,410); for Asians or

Pacific Islanders who own their homes, the median
income ($50,010) was substantially above that of White
owner-occupied households ($36,070). At least part of
the difference between White and Asian or Pacific
Islander income is attributable to the larger size of



Table B. Household Income, by Race, Hispanic Origin, and Tenure: 1988-89

(Households as of March of the following year.)

1989 1988 Percent
. change in
Characteristic Number Standard|  Number Standard | real income,
(000’s) Value ($) error ($) (000’s) Value ($) error ($) 1988-89

Median household income: R
White. ....oiiiiiiiiiieiiinnccnnninnss 80,163 $30,406 $149 79,734 $28,781 $170 08
Owner-occupied. . ....c.oeeeiiniinnans 64,004 36,087 197 63,737 34,083 227 1.0
Renter-occupied.........coeevvinnnnnn 26,069 21,364 186 26,998 20,117 200 1.3
Black .....ciiii ittt it 10,486 18,083 373 10,661 16,407 342 *5.1
Owner-occupied. . ......coivverianens 4,445 25,873 710 4,417 23,672 678 43
Renter-occupied.........cocvvieinnns 6,040 13,780 423 6,146 12,339 320 *6.56
Otherraces, total . ........cooevvunenne 2,699 31,238 828 2,636 28,904 1,034 3.1
Oowner-occupied. . ...cveveerinneinen. 1,307 42,446 2,094 1,266 42,397 1,634 -45
Renter-occupied........coeveeevuenns 1,392 22,174 1,072 1,269 17,940 1,469 *17.9
Asian or Pacific Islander............. 1,088 36,102 288 1,913 32,267 1,326 8.7
Owner-occupied......c.ovveeenennnn 976 60,013 1,468 989 47,678 1,768 0.1
Remer-occuPied ................... 1,012 26,846 1,109 924 20,929 1,122 *78
Hispanic origin® ............ccooiviien 5,933 21,921 431 6,910 20,369 616 2.7
Owner-occupied. . ......cccvvevvennnns 2,443 31,674 914 2,457 29,630 980 20
Renter-occupied........ccoeeviannnns 3,490 17,633 461 3,463 16,682 498 *8.0

Mean income per household member:

White. ... i iiiiiiieieiereennnannes (X) 14,720 76 (X) 13,749 72 *2.1
Black .....ciiiiiiiiiii i i, X) 8,344 126 (X) 7,979 144 -0.2
Otherraces, total ..........coo0vvnennn X) 12,783 413 (X) 11,673 416 45
Asian or Pacific Islander.............. {X) 13,964 603 {X) 12,696 486 4.9
Hispanic origin' ........c.covvivennen. {X) 8,082 182 X) 7,699 185 -0.1

*Statistically significant change at the 90-percent confidence level.

X Not applicable
Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

Asian or Pacific Islander households.” Based on an
income per household member measure, the income
of Asians or Pacific Islanders ($13,960) was not signif-
icantly different from that of Whites ($14,720).

FAMILY INCOME

In 1989, median family income was $34,210, up 1.4
percent from 1988 in real terms. Median family income
has increased significantly in real terms in 6 of the last
7 years, with only 1988 showing no significant change
from the previous year.

Race, Hispanic origin, and family composition. In 1989,
White families, with a median income of $35,980,
showed a real increase of 1.2 percent. Black families
with a median of $20,210, and Hispanic families with a
median of $23,450 showed no statistically significant
change.

In March of 1990, 79 percent of all families were
married couples. This percentage varies by racial or
ethnic subgroup: for Whites, the percentage was 83.0
percent; for Blacks, 50.2 percent; and for Hispanics,
70.1 percent. Median incomes for White, Black, and
Hispanic married couples were $39,210, $30,650, and
$27,380, respectively. Only White married couples,
whose incomes increased by 1.5 percent, experi-
enced a statistically significant change in real income.

7In March 1990, the average size of Asian or Pacific Islander
households was 3.21, compared with 2.68 for White households.

Families with a female householder, no husband
present had a 1989 median income of $16,440 and
represented 16.5 percent of all families. White female
householder, no husband present families had a median
income of $18,950 and represented 12.9 percent of all
White families; the Black median income for similar
families was $11,630, representing 43.8 percent of all
Black families; and for Hispanics, $11,750, represent-
ing 23.1 percent of all Hispanic families.® None of
these incomes were statistically different from 1988 in
real terms.

EARNINGS OF YEAR-ROUND, FULL-TIME
WORKERS

The real median earnings of female workers increased
between 1988 and 1989 by 1.8 percent to a level of
$18,780. Real median earnings of men, on the other
hand, declined by 1.8 percent to $27,430. This real
increase in female earnings combined with two con-
secutive years of decline in men’s earnings resulted in
a male-female earnings ratio of .68, currently at an
all-time high. This ratio has increased from .62 in 1982
and .60 in 1980, as women'’s median earnings have
generally been increasing faster than men’s median
earnings throughout the 1980's.

%The difference between Black and Hispanic incomes was not
statistically significant.



PER CAPITA INCOME

In 1989, per capita income continued to reach new
highs. At a level of $14,060, per capita income increased
2.2 percent from 1988 in real terms. Per capita income
has risen steadily since 1982. Per capita incomes in
1989 of Whites, Blacks, and Hispanics were $14,900,
$8,750, and $8,390, respectively.® Only White per
capita income showed a real increase over 1988, up
2.3 percent.

INCOME INEQUALITY

The growing inequality of the income distribution
has been a topic of increasing interest over the last
few years. A commonly used statistic to measure the
level of income inequality is the Gini index or index of
income concentration, which varies between 0 (per-
fect equality) to 1 (perfect inequality).’ In 1989 the
Gini index for household income was .431, not signif-
icantly different from 1988. As shown in figure 1, the
Gini index has grown slightly over the pasttwo decades.
Figure 2 places this increase in another perspective,
by examining the annual percentage changes in the
Gini index over this time. It shows that between 1979
and 1989 the Gini index grew by 6.7 percent. Over the
1969-79 period the Gini index grew by 3.3 percent.
Thus, the 1979-89 change was about twice as large as

"The difference between Black and Hispanic incomes was not
statistically significant.
Y9For a description of the Gini index, see appendix A.

Figure 1.

Gini Indexes for Households and Families: 1967-89
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the change between 1969 and 1979. The Gini index
for families in 1989 (.401) was also higher than the
1979 and 1969 indexes (.365 and .349, respectively).

Another measure of income inequality is the share
of aggregate income that is received by each quintile
of the population. As shown in figure 3, in 1989 the
share of aggregate income received by the highest
quintile of households was 46.8 percent, no higher
then in 1988, though significantly higher than the
comparable figures for 1979 and 1969 (44.2 and 43.0
percent, respectively). This change was accompanied
by somewhat lower shares of aggregate income going
to the lowest and the middle three quintiles.

While there seems little doubt that the income
distribution has become somewhat less equal over
the past 20 years, the reasons for this trend are not as
clear. Certainly, part of the growing inequality of the
income distribution can be attributed to the changing
composition of families and households. One of the
compositional changes is the growth in the elderly
population. In March of 1990, 21.6 percent of all
households had a householder 65 years old or older.
The comparable figure for 1970 was 19.3 percent.
Since elderly households have considerably lower
incomes than nonelderly households (in 1989 the ratio
of elderly to nonelderly median household income
was .48), this compositional change would tend to
increase income inequality.

Another compositional change is the growing num-
ber of persons living in nonfamily situations (those
who live either alone or with nonrelatives). In 1970,

' Recessionary period

1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989



Figure 2.

Percent Change in Household and Family
Gini Indexes: 1967-89

[

18.7 percent of households had a householder either
living alone or with nonrelatives. By 1990, that figure
grew to 29.2 percent. Since these households have a
much lower median income than family households
($17,120 versus $34,630 in 1989), their increase would

‘ Recessionarv period
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certainly have an effect on the inequality of the house-
hold income distribution.

A trend that is associated with the increasing ine-
quality of the family income distribution is the growing
percentage of families with a female householder, no

Figure 3. [ 1969
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husband present. Between 1970 and 1990, families
with a female householder, no husband present grew
from 10.8 percent of all families to 16.5 percent. Data
from the CPS show that about one-half of all families
with a female householder, no husband present were
in thelowest income quintile. The increase in this type
of family would cause an increase in measured income
inequality.

Other factors may be associated with the growing
inequality of the income distribution, including the
aging of the “baby-boom” generation, the growth in
the labor force participation of women, and the chang-
ing occupational structure. Understanding the rea-
sons behind the growth in income inequality would
require estimating the separate effects of each of the
factors noted above (and perhaps others) on this
phenomenon.

POVERTY STATUS

The number of persons below the official govern-
ment poverty level was 31.5 million in 1989, represent-
ing 12.8 percent of the Nation’s population. Neither
the number of poor nor the poverty rate were statis-
tically different from the corresponding 1988 figures
of 31.7 million poor and poverty rate of 13.0 percent.
(The figures for 1988 have been revised since the
publication of the 1988 advance report, Series P-60,
No. 166, Money Income and Poverty Status in the
United States: 1988. Several minor errors in the March
1989 CPS computer file were discovered after release
of that report, resulting in the new 1988 figures. In the
detailed tables, revised figures are indicated by an “r"’
following the year. These revisions would not have
changed the results of comparisons between 1987
and 1988 made in table 17 in the above-mentioned
report with the exception of the poverty rate decrease
in the Northeast region, which would have been indi-
cated as statistically significant.)12

Since 1983, which was a recent high point for the
number of persons below poverty, both the number
of poor and the poverty rate have declined, although

it should be noted that the figures in this report refer only to
changes in the income distribution prior to the inclusion of taxes or
the value of noncash benefits. For information on the effect of taxes
and benefits on income inequality, see Current Population Reports,
Series P-80, No. 169-RD, Measuring the Effect of Benefits and Taxes
on Income and Poverty: 19889.

2gpecifically, the file errors were (a) children under 15 years of
age in families with the householder in the Armed Forces errone-
ously received a weight of zero instead of a positive weight and (b)
reference persons and spouses under 18 years in related subfami-
lies were counted as adults rather than related children (used to
determine the appropriate poverty threshold for a family). The net
result of these changes was that the number of persons below the
poverty level decreased by 133,000 (from 31,878,000 to 31,746,000)
and the poverty rate decreased by 0.1 percentage point (from 13.1
to 13.0 percent). Most of these changes were in the under 18 years
age group. The number of persons under 18 years in poverty
decreased by 129,000 (from 12,584,000 to 12,456,000) and their
poverty rate decreased by 0.2 percentage points (from 19.7 to 19.6
percent). i

the year-to-year changes in these figures have not
been statistically significant in every case. But the
number of poor and the poverty rate in 1989 remain
well above their 1978 levels—which was a recent low
point in these figures during the economic expansion
that lasted from March 1975 to January 1980. Trends
since 1959 in the number of poor and poverty rate are
discussed in more depth in the historical trends sec-
tion.

The poverty definition used here is that chosen for
official government use by the Office of Management
and Budget and consists of a set of money income
thresholds that vary by family size and composition.
Families or individuals with income below their appro-
priate thresholds are classified as below the poverty
level. The poverty thresholds are updated every year
to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index (CPI-
U). For example, the average poverty threshold for a
family of four was $12,675 in 1989, $12,091 in 1988,
$11,611in 1987, and $11,203 in 1986. Average thresh-
olds varied in 1989 from $6,311 for a person living
alone to $25,480 for a family of nine or more mem-
bers. See appendix table A-2 for average weighted
poverty thresholds in 1989 by family size. The poverty
data presented in this report are based on money
income received during the year before taxes and
excluding capital gains and noncash benefits. The
Census Burgau has had a research program on the
measurement of taxes and the value of noncash
benefits for the past few years. For the latest report on
this research, see Current Population Reports, Series
P-60, No. 169-RD, Measuring the Effect of Benefits
and Taxes on Income and Poverty: 1989 (issued in
September 1990).

Age. Half of the Nation’s poor in 1989 were either
children under 18 years (39.9 percent) or elderly (10.7
percent). The poverty rate for children continues, as it
has since 1975, to be higher than that for any other
age group. The poverty rate for the elderly exceeded
that for children until about 1973. In 1989 the poverty
rate for all children under 18 years was 19.6 percent
(23.5 percent for children under age 3), 10.2 percent
for persons 18 to 64 years, and 11.4 percent for the
elderly. (See figure 4.) No age group experienced a
significant change in poverty rate between 1988 and
1989.

Though the poverty rate for the elderly was lower in
1989 than that for the nonelderly, a higher proportion
of elderly than nonelderly were concentrated just over
their respective poverty threshold (i.e., between 100
percent and 125 percent of their threshold). Conse-
quently, one of five of the Nation’s 11.1 million “near
poor” persons was elderly, compared with about 1 of
10 persons below the official poverty level.

Race and Hispanic origin. The poverty rates for Whites,
Blacks, and persons of Hispanic origin did not change



Figure 4.

Poverty Rates for Persons With Selected Characteristics: 1989
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* Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

between 1988 and 1989, with the 1989 rate for Whites
at 10.0 percent, for Blacks at 30.7 percent, and for
Hispanics (who may be of any race) at 26.2 percent.
For persons of other races, the poverty rate was 16.4
percent in 1989, down from 19.8 percent in 1988. For
Asians or Pacific Islanders, the largest component of
the other-races group, the poverty rate was 14.1
percent in 1989 (not significantly different from the

other races group as a whole), a decrease of 3.2
percentage points from their poverty rate in 1988 (see
table C). The relationship between the poverty rates
for White persons, Black persons, and persons of
Hispanic origin—the latter having rates intermediate
between Whites and Blacks—holds generally regard-
less of age. For example, for children younger than 18



years, the poverty rate in 1989 was 14.2 percent for
White children, 34.9 percent for Hispanic children, and
43.0 for Black children.

Even though the poverty rate for Whites was lower
than that for the other groups mentioned above, the
majority of poor persons in 1989 were White (65.9
percent). Blacks constituted 29.5 percent of all per-
sons below the poverty level, and the remaining 4.6
percent were persons of “other” races. Most of this
latter group were Asians or Pacific Islanders, who
combined represented 3.0 percent of the Nation’'s
poor. About 17.2 percent of the poor in 1989 were
persons of Hispanic origin. Although Hispanics may
be of any race, the vast majority (over 95 percent) are
included in the White racial category in the Current
Population Survey.

Regions. As has been the case since 1985, the North-
east had the lowest poverty rate (10.0 percent) among
the Nation's four regions. The poverty rate was high-
est in the South (15.4 percent) followed by the West
(12.5 percent) and Midwest (11.9 percent), the latter
two rates were not statistically different from each
other. No region had a statistically significant change

in poverty rate between 1988 and 1989. The South
continues to have a disproportionately large share of
the Nation’s poverty population: 41.0 percent of the
poor lived in the South in 1989, compared with 33.2
percent of U.S. population above the poverty level.

Farm/nonfarm residence. There was no significant
change between 1988 and 1989 in either the number
of poor or poverty rates of persons living on farms or
in nonfarm residences. However, for the third consec-
utive year, there was no significant difference between
the farm and nonfarm poverty rates (12.9 percent for
nonfarm and 11.1 percent for farm). Typically, the
poverty rate has been higher for the farm than non-
farm population.13

13in the CPS, the farm population is defined as persons living in
rural territory on places from which $1,000 or more of agricultural
products were sold during the preceding 12 months. Farm residents
in the CPS are not necessarily economically dependent upon
farming. For example, only about half of employed farm residents
reported agriculture as their main industry in 1988. For further
discussion, see Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 439,
Rural and Rural Farm Population of the United States: 1988.

Table C. Persons and Families Below Poverty Level, by Detailed Race: 1988-89

1989 1988 1989-1988 difference
Characteristic Below poverty level Below poverty level Poverty
. 0!
Total Number Percent Total Number Percent Number rate
PERSONS
White ...ovviiiiienienenanenniens 208,863 20,788 10.0 206,236 20,716 10.1 ‘73 -0.1
Related children under 18 years. .. 60,704 7,164 14.1 60,690 7,096 14.0 69 0.1
BIBCK. . .oeiviiiarannnteneatnnneenas 30,332 9,306 30.7 29,849 9,366 313 -61 -0.7
Releted children under 18 years. .. 9,847 4,267 43.2 9,681 4,148 428 109 04
Otherraces..........cceevveveaenns 8,807 1,441 16.4 8,446 1,674 198 *.233 *34
Related children under 18 years. .. 2,674 680 21.7 2,636 692 263 -112 —46
Aslan or Pacific Islander........... 6,673 939 14.1 6,447 1,117 173 *.178 *3.2
Related children under 18 years .. 1,946 368 18.9 1,949 458 235 —-90 —-46
Hispanic origin' .........ccovveeen. 20,746 6,430 26.2 20,064 6,367 26.7 73 -06
Related children under 18 years .. .. 7,040 2,496 36.6 6,908 2,676 373 -80 -18
FAMILIES
White ...ciiviiiienennctnnannnnns 66,690 4,409 7.8 66,492 4,471 79 -62 -0.1
Marriedcouple ...........c0eunen 48,981 2,329 6.0 48,877 2,204 49 36 0.1
Female householder, no spouse
Present. .....ccovvereenncnnnsnns 7,308 1,868 26.4 | 7342 1,946 265 -87 -1
BlBCK. . ccveiinriiiiiaiinetineinans 7,470 2,077 27.8 7,409 2,089 28.2 -12 -04
Marriedcouple ........coceiennen 3,760 443 1.8 3,722 a1 13 22 06
Female householder, no spouse
Presemt. ....o.oveviecrecasansensse 3,276 1,624 485}y 3,223 1,679 49.0 -85 -25
Otherraces.........coveeevencencns 2,030 297 14.6 1,936 316 163 -18 -16
Married-couple .................. 1,686 160 10.1 1,601 181 121 -21 -20
Female householder, no spouse
Presemt.......ccvecenivnrnnnensse 309 122 3968} 3256 117 36.0 6 36
As:an or Pacific Islander ........... 1,631 182 19y 1,481 201 136 -19 -17
Marrledcouple .........coecuenne 1,266 119 9.4 1,179 118 10.0 1 -06
Female householder, no spouse .
Pres8Mt. ...coovvveecrenecnacsnne 188 67 30.2 222 7 320 -14 -18
Hispanic origin' ................... 4,840 1,133 234 4,823 1,141 23.7 -8 -0.2
Married-couple .........ccoeevnne 3,396 649 16.2 3,398 647 16.1 2 0.1
Female householder, no spouse ' .
Pre8eME. ..vcueeinrenessacacnnnans 1,116 630 476 1,112 646 49.1 -16| -18.

*Statistically significant change at the 80-percent confidence level.

Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
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Moetropolitan/nonmetropolitan residence. The 1989
poverty rate in nonmetropolitan areas (15.7 percent)
exceeded that for the Nation’s metropolitan areas
(12.0 percent). There was no change between 1988
and 1989 in the number of poor or poverty rates in
these areas of residence. The poverty rate in central
cities was 18.1 percent, compared with 8.0 percent in
suburban areas. Both rates were unchanged between
1988 and 1989.

As has historically been the case, the poor in 1989
were somewhat less concentrated in metropolitan
areas (72.7 percent) than the nonpoor (78.5 percent).
The majority of poor metropolitan residents were in
central cities (59.3 percent), while nonpoor metropol-
itan residents were concentrated in suburban areas
(63.4 percent).

Poor Hispanic-origin persons were more concen-
trated in metropolitan areas than the White poor as a
whole or the Black poor. About 89.9 percent of poor
Hispanics lived in metropolitan areas, compared with
79.0 percent of poor Blacks and 69.4 percent of poor
Whites. Within metropolitan areas, 49.7 percent of
poor Whites lived in central cities, compared with 77.5
percent of poor Blacks and 65.5 percent of poor
Hispanics.

Poverty areas. About 39.1 percent of the Nation's
poor in 1989 lived in areas of high poverty concentra-
tion (poverty areas).'* While the majority of the 12.3
million poor poverty area residents lived in central
cities (59.0 percent), 27.4 percent lived outside met-
ropolitan areas, and 13.7 percent lived in suburban
areas. Within such areas, the poverty rate was some-
what higher in large city poverty areas than else-
where: 37.3 percent in large central cities, 31.5 per-
cent in suburban poverty areas, and 26.7 percent in
nonmetropolitan poverty areas. None of these 1989
poverty rates were statistically different from the com-
parable percentages in 1988. The overall number of
poor persons living in poverty areas (12.3 million) was
down from the 1988 estimate (13.0 million).

Blacks living in cities, regardless of poverty status,
were more concentrated in poverty areas than Whites
or persons of Hispanic origin. About 54.8 percent of
Blacks living in central cities lived in poverty areas, and
70.9 percent of poor Blacks living in cities were con-
centrated in poverty areas. For Whites, the compara-
ble percentages of city dwellers in poverty areas were
only 16.7 percent for the total population and 40.0
percent of the poor; for Hispanics, the percentages
were 44.5 percent of the total population and 61.8
percent of the poor.

“Poverty areas are defined as census tracts in metropolitan
counties and minor civil divisions in nonmetropolitan counties with
a poverty rate of 20 percent or more in 1979 based on the 1980
census. In 1989, the overall poverty rate in such areas was 32.9
percent, or about 2-1/2 times the national average.

Families, family composition, and unrelated individ-
uals. The poverty rate for families was 10.3 percent in
1989, unchanged from 1988. The poverty rates did not
change significantly between 1988 and 1989 for married-
couple families or other families with a male head but
decreased by 1.3 percentage points for families with a
female householder, no husband present. Married-
couple families continued to have the lowest rate (5.6
percent) followed by those with a male householder,
no wife present (12.1 percent), and families with a
female householder, no husband present (32.2 per-
cent in 1989). (See figure 5.) White families had a
lower poverty rate overall (7.8 percent in 1989), as
well as by type of family, than Blacks (27.8 percent
overall), or families with a householder of Hispanic
origin (23.4 percent overall).

The lower overall poverty rate for Hispanic-origin
families, compared with Black families was the resuit
of different distributions by family type between the
two groups. The poverty rates within type of family for
Hispanic-origin families exceeded or were not differ-
ent from those for Blacks for married couples and
families with a female householder, no husband present.
For example, the poverty rate for Hispanic married
couples was 16.2 percent in 1989, compared with 11.8
percent for Blacks; and about 47 percent of both Black
and Hispanic families with a female householder, no
husband present were below the poverty level in
1989. However, female-householder families consti-
tuted 73.4 percent of all poor Black families, compared
with 46.8 percent of poor Hispanic- origin families.

Poverty rates for families in 1989 tended to decrease
with increasing age of householder (from 30.4 percent
for those under age 25 to 6.6 percent for those with a
householder 65 and over), as well as with years of
school completed by the householder and the num-
ber of workers in the family. (See table 22.) Poverty
rates for families increased as family size increased.

Overall in 1989, 43.2 percent of all poor families
were maintained by a married couple, while 51.7
percent were maintained by a female with no husband
present. (Neither figure was statistically different from
its 1988 counterpart.) The proportion of female-householder
families among all poor families leveled off in the early
1980's and was actually slightly lower in 1985 than in
1978 (48.1 percent versus 50.3 percent). However, in
the past 4 years this proportion has exceeded the
1985 figure and the 1989 percentage (51.7 percent)
was not statisically different from the 1978 percentage
of 50.3 percent. In 1989, only 12.5 percent of nonpoor
families were maintained by a female householder, no
husband present.

Persons in families represented 76.3 percent of the
poor in 1989 and an additional 2.2 percent lived in
unrelated subfamilies. (Unrelated subfamilies are com-
posed of persons related to each other but not related
to the person or couple maintaining the household.)
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Figure 5.
Poverty Rates for Families With Selected Characteristics: 1989

(In percent)
103

All families

Type of Family:

Married couple

Female householder,
no spouse present

Male householder,
no spouse present

Unrelated subfamilies 514

Work Experience of Householder:
Worked year-round, full-time

Worked 49 weeks or less 19.0

Did not work

Completed 1 or more
years of college

High school graduate
with no college

Not completed high school

Under 25 years }

2510 64 years

65 years and over

The poverty rate for persons in families was 11.5 unrelated subfamilies were poor in 1989. (The latter
percent in 1989 (unchanged from 1988), while 54.4 rate was also not significantly different from the 1988
percent of the 1.3 million persons in the Nation’s estimate).
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The 6.8 million unrelated individuals (persons living
alone or with nonrelatives only) who were poor in
1989 accounted for 21.5 percent of the poverty pop-
ulation (compared with only 13.3 percent of the pop-
ulation above the poverty level).'s Both the number of
poor unrelated individuals and their poverty rate decreased
between 1988 and 1989, with the poverty rate falling
from 20.6 percent to 19.2 percent. This change was
due to a decrease in the number of poor male unre-
lated individuals, whose numbers had increased slightly
between 1987 and 1988. Neither the number of poor
female unrelated individuals, who represented 62.5
percent of all poor unrelated individuals, nor their
poverty rate (22.3 percent in 1989) changed between
1988 and 1989.

Work experience of family householders. Among poor
family householders, 48.9 percent worked in 1989 and
16.2 percent worked year-round, full-time. Neither of
these figures is significantly different from the compa-
rable 1988 estimate. For comparison, 79.7 percent of
nonpoor family householders worked in 1989 and
62.8 percent worked year-round, full-time.

In 56.5 percent of poor married-couple families the
householder worked in 1989, with 24.4 percent work-
ing year-round, full-time. About 36.4 percent of poor
married-couple householders who did not work in
1989 indicated retirement as the reason, while 36.5
percent gave iliness or disability as the reason, and
the remaining 27.2 percent gave a reason such as
unable to find work, keeping house, or going to
school.'® For nonpoor married-couple householders,
the vast majority (75.7 percent) of those who did not
work were retired. Approximately twice the propor-
tion of poor as nonpoor married-couple householders
reported illness or disability as the reason for not
working.

The householder worked in 41.6 percent of poor
female-householder families with no husband present
in 1989, with 8.8 percent working year-round, full-
time. The comparable percentages for nonpoor female
householders with no husband present were 76.1
percent who worked in 1989 and 54.7 percent worked
year-round, full-time. The predominant reason given
by those who did not work was family responsibilities
for poor female householders, with 66.0 percent giv-
ing this reason. Unlike poor families maintained by a
female with no husband present, nonpoor female-
householder families whose householder did not work
in 1989 generally contained no related children under
18 years (74.0 percent for the nonpoor versus 10.9

'51t should be noted that the CPS is primarily a8 household survey
and thus persons who are homeless and not living in shelters are
not included in these poverty statistics.

'%|n this sentence, 36.5 percent is not statistically different from
36.4 percent.

percent for the poor had no children). Thus, family
responsibilities was given by only 31.9 percent as the
reason for not working. For these nonpoor families the
most common reason for not working was retirement,
with 42.9 percent giving this response.

About 59.2 percent of all poor families in 1989
contained at least one person who worked in that
year. There were 1.3 million poor families (19.3 per-
cent of all poor families) with two or more workers in
1989. The majority of the Nation's nonpoor families
had two or more workers in 1989 (62.8 percent).
Poverty rates tended to decrease as number of work-
ers in the family increased, from 29.2 percent for
families with no workers to 1.9 percent for families
with three or more workers.

Educational attainment of family householders. About
50.6 percent of the poor family householders 25 years
old and older were high school graduates in 1989,
compared with 80.4 percent of nonpoor household-
ers. Although 18.3 percent of poor householders had
not completed the eighth grade, 15.6 percent had
completed one or more years of college. Nevertheless
poverty rates decrease dramatically as years of school
completed increases: the poverty rate was 22.2 per-
cent for householders who had not completed high
school, 8.9 percent for those who had graduated from
high school but not attended college, and 3.6 percent
for householders who had completed one or more
years of college. This general relationship exists regard-
less of race or Hispanic origin, although large differ-
ences exist among these groups within education
category. For example, 23.4 percent of Black family
householders who were high school graduates (but
had not completed any college years) were below the
poverty level in 1989, while 16.2 percent of Hispanic
householders and only 7.0 percent of White house-
holders with comparable education were poor.

Income deficit. In 1989 the average amount of money
needed to raise the incomes of each poor family to its
respective poverty threshold was $4,969, not signifi-
cantly different from the 1988 figure of $5,083 (in
constant 1989 dollars). This amounts to a deficit per
family member of $1,416 in 1989. The average income
deficit for poor families with a female householder, no
husband present ($5,412) was higher than that for
married-couple families ($4,424). This difference is
compounded by the fact that poor families with a
female householder were smaller than poor married-
couple families. Thus deficit per family member was
$1,650 in 1989 for families with a female householder,
no husband present, compared with $1,147 for married-
couple families.

For unrelated individuals the average income defi-
cit was $2,836 in 1989, slightly higher than the $2,742
in 1988 (in 1989 dollars). For women, the average
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deficit in 1989 for unrelated persons was $2,573,
lower than the $3,274 for men.

Another gauge of the relative distance of the poor
from the poverty level is the proportion below speci-
fied fractions of their respective poverty thresholds.
For all poor persons, 38.0 percent were in families (or
were unrelated individuals) whose total income in
1989 was below one-half of their respective poverty
threshold. This fraction was down by 1.9 percentage
points from the 1988 fraction, but remains well above
the 1978 figure.!?

In 1989 there were 10.8 million poor persons whose
family or personal (in the case of unrelated individu-
als) income was between 75 percent and 99 percent
of their poverty threshold. These persons represented
34.3 percent of all poor persons. A similar number of
persons (11.1 million) had “near poor” income in
1989, that is, income more than their respective pov-
erty threshold but below 125 percent of their thresh-
old. Data from the Survey of Income and Program
Participation imply that persons whose income is
close to the poverty level—either above or below
it—have a much higher probability of changing sta-
tuses than other persons. For example, 17.9 percent
of near poor persons in 1985 became poor in 1986,
compared with only 1.8 percent of persons with income
above 125 percent of their poverty threshold. Like-
wise, 42.5 percent of poor persons in 1985 whose
income was between 75 percent and 99 percent of
their poverty threshold had above poverty levelincome
in 1986, compared with only 13.4 percent of persons
whose income was below 75 percent of their thresh-
old.'®

TRENDS IN INCOME AND POVERTY USING
THE CPI-U VERSUS CPI-U-X1

In order to accurately assess changes over time in
economic well-being, an adjustment for cost of living
changes is required. Incomes from different years
need to be made comparable by evaluating them in
dollars with the same purchasing power. In order to
adjust for cost of living changes, the Census Bureau
uses the official Consumer Price Index (CPI-U), which
is provided by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS).
This is an index of the cost of a market basket of
goods and services representing the average con-
sumption of the urban population. The Census Bureau
uses the CPI-U in order to (1) adjust annual poverty
thresholds for inflation and (2) compare changes in
real income over time.

7See Mark S. Littman, “Poverty in the 1980's: Are the Poor
Getting Poorer?"” Monthly Labor Review, June 1989, pp 13-18.

8See Current Population Reports, Series P-70, No. 18, Transi-
tions in Income and Poverty Status: 1985-86.

According to many analysts, prior to 1983 the CPI-U
measured housing costs in a way that led to excessive
growth in the index during the late 1970's when
interest rates increased rapidly. In particular, the hous-
ing component of the CPI-U gave inordinate weight to
the costs of newly purchased homes, including both
the purchase price and mortgage interest rates, as
well as property taxes, insurance, and maintenance
costs. As a result of the large weights assigned to
homeownership costs, many analysts think that the
CPI-U overstated the true rise in living costs in the late
1970's.

In 1983, the BLS began using a revised method to
calculate the CPI-U. This method uses estimates of the
cost of renting equivalent housing to measure home-
ownership costs, and as a result it is less affected by
changes in housing prices and mortgage rates. The
official CPI-U time series is based on the old method-
ology prior to 1983 and on the new methodology for
the years 1983 to the present.

In order to create a consistent series over time, the
BLS also created an experimental series (CPI-U-X1)
based on the new methodology for the entire 1967-
1982 period. The availability of the experimental series
has raised important measurement issues for analysts
concerned with the accuracy of time series data that
have been adjusted for price changes. (See Appendix
D, “Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Statement on the Use
of the CPI-U-X1.") The official CPI-U shows an increase
of 271.3 percent over the 1967-89 period. When the
experimental CPI-U-X1 values are substituted for the
official CPI-U values for the years 1967 to 1982, the
resulting index shows an increase of only 241.6 per-
cent over the 1967 to 1989 period. Using 1967 as the
base year, the 1989 CPI-U-X1 (341.6) was 92.0 percent
of the CPI-U (371.3), implying that the CPI-U over-
stated the change in cost of living over this period by
8.0 percent (see table D).'®

Family income. While family income trends since 1983
are identical using the CPI-U or CPI-U-X1 (since both
indexes have been calculated using the same meth-
odology since 1983) differences emerge in the picture
of economic progress during the 1970’s and early
1980's when the two indexes are used for time series
comparisons. As previously stated, real family income
increased 1.4 percent in 1989. Between 1983 and
1989, real family income increased by a total of 11.4
percent. Based on the official CPI-U, family income in
1989 was slightly higher than in 1973, when median
family income reached an earlier peak level before a
series of recessions resulted in substantial declines in
family income.

The first in these series of recessions, lasting from
November of 1973 through March 1975, resulted in a
6.0 percent decline in real family income. The second

®Table C of this report reflects a correction to a minor error in
the calculation of the CPI-U-X1 series for the years 1983-88 that
appeared in table B of series P-860, No. 166, Money Income and
Poverty Status in the United States: 1988.
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Table D. Changes in Real Median Family Income Using the CPI-U and CPI-U-X1: 1967-89

Consumer Price Index 1982-84 = 100.0 Madian family income
Year In 1989 dollars

CPI-U CPI-U-X1 Current dollars CPI-U CPI-U-X1
L 7 2 334 363 $7,933 $29,462 $27,009
1968 . ... .ciiiiiiiiiiiiiaianan 348 37.7 8,632 30,768 28,392
1989 . .. ... iiiiirinnrennnnnnnns 36.7 394 9,433 31,872 20,688
1970 . . i it iiineenennes 38.8 413 9,867 31,634 20,626
L 7 R 405 43.1 10,286 31,490 29,590
1972. . ittt 418 444 11,118 32,976 31,046
B L 7 N 444 47.2 12,061 33,666 31,669
B L 7 S N 49.3 61.9 12,902 32,461 30,826
B L /- 63.8 66.2 13,719 31,620 30,270
1976. .. i iiiiieiinnnans 66.9 69.4 14,958 32,697 31,226
B L 7 27 N 60.6 63.2 16,009 32,768 31,410
1978 ..t iiiiiiienaneas 65.2 676 17,640 33,648 32,406
B L 7 2= T 728 74.0 19,687 33,464 32,821
1980. ... ..iiiiiiiiiiiinnenans 82.4 823 21,023 31,637 31,676
1981, . iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaeaes 90.9 90.1 22,388 30,640 30,811
1982. .. ittt 96.6 95.6 23,433 30,111 30,394
1983 . ... ittt 99.6 99.6 24,674 30,719 30,719
1984 .. ... .ot 1039 103.9 26,433 31,647 31,647
1985. ... ittt 107.8 107.6 27,736 31,962 31,962
1986 ....00cvvininennnnnnnnen 109.6 109.6 20,468 33,328 33,328
1987 ... iiiiiiiii it 113.6 1136 30,970 33,806 33,806
1988......iiiiiiiiiiiineens 118.3 1183 32,191 33,742 33,742
1989 .. ... iiiiiiiiiiians 124.0 1240 34,213 34,213 34,213

and third recessionary periods lasting from January
1980 to July 1980 and from July 1981 to November
1982, respectively, resulted in an overall real decline

in family income of 10.0 percent.
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Figure 6.

Use of the CPI-U-X1 as a price deflator provides a
different picture of economic progress. (See figure 6.)
Based on the CPI-U-X1, median family income increased

by 8.1 percent between 1973 and 1989 in real terms
compared with 1.7 percent using the CPI-U. The impact

Percent Change in Median Family Income in Constant
1989 Dollars, by Type of Deflator: 1967-89
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of the recessionary periods in the 1970’s and early
1980’s is lessened with the use of the CPI-U-X1 as an
inflation index. Between 1973 and 1975 family income
adjusted by CPI-U-X1 declined by 4.4 percent (com-
pared with a 6.0 percent decline using the CPI-U) and
by 7.4 percent between 1979 and 1982 (compared
with 10.0 percent using the CPI-U). The 1983-89 period
shows the same 11.4 percent real increase under
either CPl index since both have been calculated using
the same methodology since 1983.

The number of poor and poverty rate. Poverty data
based on the official definition were first tabulated for
1959. As directed by the Office of Management and
Budget, year-to-year adjustments for inflation are made
to the poverty thresholds based on the official CPI-U.

Using this definition, the poverty rate fell dramati-
cally in the 1960’s, decreasing from 22.4 percent in
1959 to 12.1 percent in 1969, while the number of
poor declined from 39.9 million to 24.1 million. Between
1970 and 1977, the size of the poverty population
fluctuated between 23.0 and 25.9 million, and the
poverty rate ranged from 11.1 percentto 12.6 percent.
Then from 1978 to 1983, the poverty rate increased by
one-third, from 11.4 percent to 15.2 percent, and the
number of poor increased from 24.5 million to 35.3
million. (See table E.) Since 1983, however, both the
number of poor and the poverty rate have declined,
although the year-to-year changes in these figures
have not necessarily been statistically significant. Both
the number of poor and the poverty rate in 1989 were
above their 1978 levels.

Since the effect of adjusting poverty thresholds for
inflation is cumulative, lower inflation in the past
would result in lower current thresholds. If poverty
thresholds had been updated between 1967 and 1982
based on the experimental CPI-U-X1 rather than the
official CPI-U, they would be approximately 8 percent
lower now and fewer people would have been classi-
fied as below the poverty level during this period, as
well as currently.2° Appendix E presents poverty esti-
mates based on poverty thresholds calculated using
the CPI-U-X1.

Similar trends in poverty are observed regardiess
of the CPI used, but the use of the CPI-U-X1 produces
lower estimates of the prevalence of poverty (see
figures 7 and 8).2" In 1989, for example, the number of
persons below poverty was 3.6 million lower using the
CPI-U-X1 (28.0 versus 31.5 million) and the poverty
rate was 1.4 percentage points lower (11.4 versus 12.8
percent). The use of the CPI-U-X1 index produces
estimated poverty rates of 10.5 percent in 1974, 10.4

For example, the average poverty threshold for a four-person
family would be $12,675 in 1989 based on the official CPI-U, but
$11,662 in 1989 if the CPI-U-X1 had been used since 1967.

21poverty data for 1967-73 based on the CPI-U-X1 have not yet
been produced due to technical reasons but will be made available
in the future.

Table E. Poverty Status of Persons, by Type of
Deflator: 1974-89

(Numbers in thousands)

Poverty level Poverty level
Year based on CPI-U | based on CPI-U-X1

Number| Percent| Number| Percent
1974 ... 23,370 11.2] 22,076 105
1975 (it 26,877 123]| 24,232 1156
1976 ..vviiiiiiiiaee 24,975 11.8| 23,347 10
1977 i 24,720 11.6]| 22,933 10.7
1978 .. .ciiiiiiaen, 24,497 14| 22472 104
1979 oo 26,072 11.7| 23,604 106
1980 ......ccvvvinnenn 29,272 13.0| 25,869 115
BLE: - 31,822 140| 27,731 12.2
1982 ..iviiiieiiiinnnn 34,398 16.0| 30,288 13.2
1983 ... ..ocviiiinnnns 36,303 16.2| 31,649 137
1984 .......ccevennnn 33,700 144| 29,971 128
1985 ...iviiiiiinienn, 33,084 14.0| 29,668 126
1986 .........cvvnnenn 32,370 13.6| 29,101 12.2
1987 ..coiiviiiiinnnn, 32,221 13.4| 28,890 120
1988 ......ooivvinennn 31,746 13.0| 28,644 11.7
1989 .....iiviiinnnnn 31,634 128 27,967 114

percent in 1978, 13.5 percent in 1983, and 11.4 per-
cent in 1989. The official estimates (based on the
CPI-U) for these years are 11.2 percent in 1974, 11.4
percent in 1978, 15.2 percent in 1983, and 12.8 per-
cent in 1989.22 Both series show a sharp increase from
1978 to 1983 and a decline from 1983 to 1989. The
1989 rate in both series is significantly higher than the
1978 rate.

It should be noted that which CPl index is most
appropriate is only one of many issues surrounding
the accuracy of the current poverty definition. Other
definitional issues include 1) the food-to-total income
ratio inherent in the current definition; 2) the use of
different thresholds for the elderly in one- and two-
person households; 3) how and whether to incorpo-
rate the value of medical benefits and other noncash
benefits; 4) the exclusion of the homeless in the CPS
since it is a household survey; 5) the use of pre-tax or
after-tax income; 6) regional cost of living differences;
and 7) the current exclusion of assets and liabilities.23
The resolution of some of the other poverty definition
questions would have considerably more impact on
the number of poor and poverty rate than changing
the index for measuring inflation.

USER COMMENTS

The Census Bureau welcomes the comments and
advice of data users. We are particularly interested in

22The poverty rates in 1974 and 1978 were not significantly
different from each other regardless of which index is used.

#For a discussion of some of these issues, see Harold W. Watts,
“Have Our Measures of Poverty Become Poorer,” Focus, Volume 9,
No. 2, Summer 1986, University of Wiscongin, Madison, Institute for
Research on Poverty.
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receiving comments about this report and the adjust- Gordon W. Green, Jr.
ments for inflation to income and poverty based on Housing and Household Economic Statistics Division
the official and experimental CPl's. If you have any U.S. Bureau of the Census
suggestions or comments, please write to: Washington, DC 20233
Figure 7.

Percentage of Persons Below the Poverty Level,
by Type of Deflator: 1974-89
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Table 1. Median Income of Households, by Selected Characteristics, Race, and Hispanic Origin
of Householder: 1989, 1988, and 1987

(Households as of March of the following year. An risk (*) preceding percent change indicates statistically significant change at the 90-percent confidence level. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1989 1988 1987
Median income Median income Median income Percent
Characteristic %’::‘.9;
Number Value Standard Number Value Standard Number Value Standard median
error error error income
/ (thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (1988-89)
ALL RACES ‘/
All households....eeaacaacacaaaan 93 347 28 906 161 92 830 27 225 133 91 124 26 061 123 ‘1.3
Type of Resldence
Nonfarm 91 710 28 908 164 91 224 27 280 134 89 446 26 086 125 ‘11
Farm 1 637 28 824 1105 1 606 24 222 1307 1678 24 978 1 069 * 1358
Inside metropolitan aloas cecacmccsccncene 72 331 31 124 162 72 096 29 346 189 70 744 27 954 174 * 1.2
45 970 33 163 258 45 919 31 140 224 45 051 29 974 208 ‘1.6
18 326 26 049 287 18 484 24 505 351 18 422 22 759 307 1.4
27 644 38 510 337 27 435 36 022 305 26 628 35 087 276 * 2.0
26 362 27 827 286 26 177 26 463 255 25 694 25 066 234 .3
11 413 25 000 387 11 508 23 442 408 11 400 22 140 297 1.7
Outside central cllios_....__..- 14 949 30 442 328 14 669 28 919 374 14 204 27 420 328 4
Outside metropolitan areas ... ..... . 21 016 22 417 302 20 735 21 385 292 20 379 20 443 249 -
Reglon
Northeast 19 127 32 643 362 19 342 30 425 307 19 163 28 164 286 ‘24
Midh 22 760 28 750 291 22 627 27 540 287 22 413 25 785 221 -4
South R 32 262 25 870 215 31 878 24 607 244 31 062 23 968 229 3
Woest __ 19 197 31 086 373 18 983 28 836 454 18 486 27 870 352 c28
Type of Household
Family households ... 66 090 34 633 193 65 837 32 491 181 65 204 31 247 140 *1.7
Married-couple famil 52 317 38 664 214 52 100 36 436 181 51 675 34 953 172 * 1.2
Male househoider, no wit
resent __ 2 884 30 336 744 2 847 28 642 736 2 834 26 705 584 1.0
‘emale householder. no husband
10 890 17 383 293 10 890 16 051 276 10 696 15 480 262 *33
27 257 17 115 170 26 994 16 148 177 25 919 14 849 168 1.1
11 606 22 423 308 11 874 20 999 297 11 282 19 924 292 1.9
iving 9 049 19 617 335 9 193 18 284 352 8 803 16 994 257 2.4
Female househoider 15 651 13 755 221 15 120 12 877 230 14 637 11 774 152 1.9
Living alono--..................... 13 950 12 190 160 13 515 11 622 176 13 130 10 718 156 A
Age of Householder
Under €5 years 73 191 33 019 183 73 114 31 260 149 717 30 055 141 .8
151024 yoars oo eenccccaaan 5121 18 663 362 5 415 17 040 310 5 306 16 447 292 ‘45
2510 34 years _ 20 472 29 823 274 20 924 28 408 268 20 621 26 966 193 2
35 to 44 years . 20 554 37 635 331 19 952 36 554 289 19 327 35 185 243 *-1.8
45 to 54 years _ 14 514 41 523 416 14 018 38 213 495 13 600 37 205 385 ¢ 3.7
55 to 64 years . 12 529 30 819 406 12 805 28 903 430 12 858 27 560 367 1.7
65 years and over 20 156 15 771 177 19 716 14 923 166 19 412 14 443 154 .8
6510 74 yoars .. 11 733 18 959 270 11 590 17 473 246 11 435 17 122 222 °35
7S years and OVer ..o cceconaccaaa. 8 423 12 101 179 8 126 11 806 212 7 978 11 288 189 2.2
Size of Household
Oneperson ___._._. R, 22 999 14 829 176 22 708 13 982 193 21 933 12 743 175 1.2
Two persons . 30 114 29 862 244 29 976 28 021 256 29 316 26 522 194 ‘17
Three persons. ..o cccececccccccacaas 16 128 36 277 331 16 276 33 946 404 16 167 32 433 292 2.0
Four persons _ 14 456 40 744 333 14 550 38 690 454 14 202 37 054 276 5
Five persons . 6 213 39 281 620 6 232 36 023 588 6 055 35 731 435 * 4.0
Six persons 2143 35 305 1 027 2 003 36 911 1 023 2 159 33 478 901 87
SOVeN persons of MOM@ ..ececcceeacccaan 1 205 32 643 1738 1 084 31 676 1612 1 291 31 166 1274 -1.7
Number of Earners
No eamers 19 542 10 706 128 19 331 9 930 119 19 271 9 518 106 *29
One eamer . 30 958 23 809 194 31 065 22 538 188 30 251 21 584 135 .8
Two eamers or more .. 42 847 43 365 227 42 435 41 174 198 41 601 30 649 206 5
Two earners __ 32 682 40 211 213 32 304 38 219 219 31 663 36 481 176 4
Three eamers .. 7 349 51 527 479 7 282 49 042 609 6 984 47 374 513 2
Four oarnonorn'\ou............_.... 2 815 65 202 902 2 759 64 063 1299 2 954 60 346 873 2.9
Work Experience of Householder!
Total 92 567 28 899 162 92 046 27 212 134 90 270 26 089 125 *13
Worked._... 67 369 35 584 159 67 113 33 582 191 65 482 32173 131 1
Worked year—ound, ful—time ......... 49 692 40 021 104 49 938 37 678 206 48 300 36 590 144 *13
Did not work - 25 198 13 091 157 24 933 12 298 135 24 788 11 753 120 1.6
Tenure
Owner occupied ........ ceececaccacescas 59 846 35 481 188 59 419 33 405 215 58 284 32 039 152 °13
Renter occupied S, 31 895 20 302 170 31 740 18 740 201 31 182 17 514 161 * 34
Occupier pmdnoc;shront.._..........-. 1 606 15 829 815 167 15 737 625 1 658 14 165 635 —4.0

'Restricted to households with civilian householders.
'Revised (new processing system)
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Table 1. Median Income of Households, by Selected Characteristics, Race, and Hispanic Origin

of Householder: 1989, 1988, and 1987 —Con.

(Households as of March of the following year. An asterisk (°) preceding percent change indicates statistically significant change at the 90-percent confidence level. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1989 1988 1987
Median income Median income Median income ngm
Characteristic n s
Number Value Standard Number Value Standard Number Value Standard median
error error error income
(thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (thous.) (doltars) (doltars) (1988-89)
WHITE
All households 80 163 30 406 149 79 734 28 781 169 78 519 27 458 138 .8
Type of Resldence
Nontarm 78 556 30 442 151 78 145 28 884 171 76 879 27 520 145 5
Farm P 1 608 29 039 1119 1 590 24 415 1 308 1 640 25 188 1 085 ° 135
Inside metropolitan areas _.......... SN 61 155 32 754 217 61 077 31 088 178 60 187 20 71 178 5
One million 37 902 35 417 259 38 106 33 289 290 37 538 31 813 203 1.5
inside central cities... 13 112 29 061 433 13 287 27 145 341 13 259 25 686 307 2.1
Outside central cities . 24 789 39 257 359 24 819 36 735 325 24 279 35 511 260 *20
Under 1 milllon ... 23 253 29 275 307 22 971 27 808 307 22 649 26 324 241 4
inside central citles. .. 9 334 26 587 385 9 391 25 390 409 9 377 23 954 390 -1
Outside central Cities ..ccocae.... - 13 919 31 082 330 13 580 29 663 383 13 272 28 081 353 -
Outside poiitan areas 19 009 23 611 346 18 657 22 405 325 18 332 21 500 261 5
Reglon
Northeast 16 773 34 225 410 17 014 31 578 329 16 972 29 484 291 ° 34
Midh - 20 339 29 948 296 20 206 28 875 317 20 057 26 844 227 -1.1
South . 155 27 887 289 25 811 26 949 241 25 170 26 326 237 -1.3
West __.. . 16 896 31 406 394 16 703 29 160 498 16 321 28 370 353 28
Type of Household
Family households ... 56 590 36 325 186 56 492 34 222 206 56 086 32 678 181 °13
Mar o families . 46 981 39 328 225 46 877 36 883 188 46 510 35 493 164 * 17
Male householder, no wif.
esent - 2 303 32 218 777 2 274 30 689 803 2279 28 086 690 2
emale househoider, no husband
resent 7 306 20 164 361 7 342 18 685 397 7 297 18 083 386 3.0
Nonfamily households . .. .cccaeanaaac.. 23 573 17 715 230 23 242 16 932 190 22 433 15 696 170 -2
Male 9 951 23 799 393 10 013 22 196 315 9 574 21 150 283 23
Uving alone ...... 7718 20 644 307 7716 19 584 360 7 400 18 202 367 .6
Female hous 13 622 14 205 227 13 229 13 548 238 12 858 12 231 158 -
Living alone 12 161 12 582 208 11 798 12 115 179 11 525 11 176 160 -9
Age of Householder
Under 65 years 62 019 35 012 182 62 031 32 938 200 61 110 31 637 140 *14
15t024years . ..ccceaccacaa.. 4 222 19 903 390 4 448 18 486 415 4 463 17 543 356 2.7
2510 34 years ... 17 137 31 395 241 17 581 30 206 247 17 384 28 809 265 -8
3544 years. ... 17 395 39 502 387 16 881 38 257 376 16 435 36 472 247 -1.5
4510 54 years ... 12 404 43 667 502 11 973 40 386 417 11 551 39 508 510 * 32
5510 64 yoars ... 10 862 32 665 497 11 148 30 588 437 11 278 29 430 423 1.9
65 yoars andover ... 18 144 16 382 183 17 703 15 611 195 17 409 15 047 172 A
651t 74 years ... 10 477 19 783 285 10 321 18 331 268 10 187 17 943 265 * 30
75 years and over . 7 667 12 526 222 7 382 12 299 220 7 222 11 723 196 2.8
Size of Household
One person 19 879 15 384 181 19 514 14 728 203 18 925 13 502 190 -3
Two persons 26 714 31 037 248 26 684 29 226 268 26 151 27 700 235 1.3
Three persons 13 585 38 298 393 13 769 36 014 363 13 763 34 507 365 S
Four persons 12 389 42 103 337 12 454 40 545 374 12 139 38 750 3n -9
Five persons 5 104 41 131 578 5 055 37 953 716 5 012 37 419 576 34
Six persons 1 615 39 550 1317 1 547 39 163 947 1 666 35 978 915 3.7
SOVeN persons of MOr@ cuceecacacenanacan 877 38 108 2 217 710 36 828 1 200 864 35 549 1597 -1.3
Number of Earners
No eamners 16 626 11 900 132 16 365 11 269 147 16 346 10 672 134 7
One eamer 25 978 25 254 182 26 143 24 263 225 25 536 22 980 200 -7
TWO 0armers Of MOI® .. .ccecaeccaccamaneae 37 560 44 257 238 37 226 41 916 204 36 636 40 493 188 7
28 711 41 032 221 28 455 38 998 236 27 934 37 281 188 4
6 368 52 321 512 6 335 50 050 559 6 139 48 349 563 -3
FOUr 0armers of MOM@....ececacccccean 2 481 66 113 937 2 436 65 192 1218 2 563 60 501 902 * 3.2
Work Experience of Householder!
Total 79 534 30 404 150 79 103 28 786 170 77 843 27 496 143 .8
Worked 58 374 36 775 170 58 259 34 994 185 57 044 33 426 176 3
Worked year—round, full-ime ......... 43 405 41 066 186 43 756 38 764 218 42 629 37 345 151 ‘1
Did not work 21 160 14 341 164 20 844 13 567 157 20 799 12 954 153 .8
Tenure
Owner occuPled .o cceacnccacacaccanaas 54 094 36 067 197 53 737 34 063 226 52 767 32 624 193 1.0
Renter occ 24 685 21 634 191 24 573 20 395 205 24 316 19 0490 189 1.2
Occupier paid no cashrent. .. ..cceaaae.a- 1384 16 897 809 1425 16 504 640 1 436 15 124 697 23

_‘Ensj:rlc}od to I'ouuho‘_lda with civ‘ilan householders.

L (new p g 3Y )
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Table 1. Median Income of Households, by Selected Characteristics, Race, and Hispanic Origin

of Householder: 1989, 1988, and 1987 —Con.

(Households as of March of the following year. An asterisk (*) preceding percent change indicates statistically significant change at the 90-percent confidence level. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1989 1988 1987
Median income Median income Medlan income Percent
Characteristc c?n real
Number Value Standard Number Value Standard Number Value Standard median
error error error income
(thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (1988-89)
BLACK
All households............ SR, 10 486 18 083 373 10 561 16 407 342 10 192 15 672 299 * 51
Type of Resldence
Nonfarm - 10 464 18 119 372 10 549 16 431 342 10 160 15 692 300 52
Farm - 21 (8) (B) 12 (8) (B) (B) (8) (X)
Inside metropoiitan areas ..o ccoccaea.o 8 816 19 564 400 8 843 17 418 402 8 487 16 864 326 72
One million or more 6 299 20 764 467 6 186 18 501 497 6 003 17 758 472 ¢ 74
Inside central citie 4 314 17 325 533 4 353 16 073 552 4 343 15 422 458 28
Outside central cities . 1 985 29 725 1 286 1834 25 311 903 1 660 25 316 914 * 120
Under 1 million _.._.. 2 517 17 056 665 2 657 15 145 622 2 484 15 279 512 7.4
1732 16 275 806 1 823 14 966 mm 1711 15 091 639 3.7
Outside central cities . oo oceeceacoo o 785 18 482 915 834 15 490 1 015 m 15 708 915 *13.8
Outside politan areas 1 670 12 130 689 1718 12 003 677 1704 10 803 629 3.6
Reglon
ast 1 866 21 563 783 1853 19 108 774 1769 17 735 678 7.7
Midv 2 092 16 514 625 2 066 15 012 800 2 016 14 628 618 5.0
South 5 622 16 788 484 5 657 15 029 414 5 482 14 898 425 * 66
Waest 906 23 288 1 880 985 23 175 1372 925 18 116 930 4.1
Type of Household
Family households ... ccocccecacanann 7 470 20 911 436 7 409 19 823 448 7 202 18 825 381 .6
Married-couple families _ 3 750 30 833 657 3 722 30 424 755 3 681 27 374 680 =33
Male householder, no wife
Fpnsoﬁ 446 20 044 1116 464 19 501 1186 433 19 545 1 085 -1.9
emale householder, no husband
sent 3275 12 170 381 3 223 10 995 369 3 089 10 250 371 5.6
3 015 11 193 526 3 152 9 826 414 2 990 9 667 423 8.7
1313 14 737 1 038 1 508 13 010 777 1 420 11 865 461 8.1
1084 11 964 786 1218 10 859 849 1191 10 602 536 5.1
1702 8 944 605 1 644 7 489 375 1 569 7 354 312 * 139
Living alone ... .. ceceecceccaaaeet 1525 7 658 477 1515 7107 248 1 435 6 926 240 2.8
Age of Householder
Under 65 years 8 790 20 389 358 8 840 18 682 431 8 446 17 641 362 ‘41
1S524years..c.caccaccaccna.. ceaee 709 9 341 990 789 9 913 1 065 685 9 296 049 -10.1
2510 34 yoars .. 2 625 18 744 617 2715 17 149 519 2 602 16 121 478 43
3510 44 years .. 2 456 26 134 848 2 382 23 841 838 2 265 21 199 701 4.6
45 to 5S4 years . 1 606 25 894 906 1 539 23 876 949 1 566 22 597 819 35
5510 64 yoars .. 1 395 16 207 1019 1 415 15 470 1169 1 328 15 295 048 -
65 years and over 1 695 9 354 348 1721 8 308 359 1746 8 917 450 7.4
65 to 74 years __._ 1 028 10 961 703 1 069 8 989 508 1 091 10 321 457 * 163
75 years and over 668 7 840 437 652 7 470 387 656 7 221 328 A
Size of Household
One person 2 610 9 451 483 2 734 8 533 377 2 626 8 247 426 5.7
Two persons 272 18 721 543 2 698 17 055 628 2 545 16 027 535 4.7
Three persons 2 043 21 049 1 230 2 029 19 780 790 1 903 19 153 728 1.5
Four persons 1 550 26 246 1 095 1576 22 243 1 086 1 626 21 928 860 ‘128
Fve persons ceea 858 24 963 2 304 900 25 490 1 654 7901 21 762 1 492 -6.6
Six persons 412 20 288 1795 335 19 399 2 605 363 22 407 1 681 -2
SOVeN pPersons of MOM@ ...c.veeeecacacace 203 21 534 3 409 289 21 121 1 852 338 19 005 1 300 =7
Number of Eamners
No eamers 2 527 5 707 145 2 582 5 577 145 2 564 5166 153 2.4
One eamer 4 041 16 532 350 4 068 14 920 333 3 878 14 204 337 * 57
TWO @amMers Of MOr@ - ccceccacccccacance 3917 34 897 627 3 911 34 006 658 3 751 31 259 488 2.1
Two earners _. 2 978 31 977 614 3 039 31 334 671 2 877 28 727 738 2.6
Three earners 716 43 176 1 472 674 41 435 1 532 617 38 654 1 425 -8
Four €amers of MOr@ ... ceececacannn 223 54 164 3 192 198 54 151 2 999 257 52 772 3 218 —4.6
Work Experience of Householder!
Total 10 352 17 885 377 10 428 16 236 348 10 042 15 545 304 * 5.1
Worked 6 927 25 093 464 6 947 22 756 469 6 602 21 741 295 * 5.2
Worked year—round, full-ime ......... 4 744 30 114 498 4 768 27 552 516 4 363 26 725 440 * 43
Did not caccanacaacen cecveemnanmaan 3 425 7 059 152 3 481 6 785 151 3 440 6 525 154 -7
Tenure
................. cmmae 4 445 25 873 709 4 417 23 672 678 4 337 22 414 406 43
Romu lod.............._... 5 862 14 011 426 5 961 12 382 330 5 671 11 695 292 * 8.0
ptﬁ! cashrent . oeooanen.. 178 7 237 1 065 184 9 396 2 738 184 8 551 1 680 -26.5

Restricted to households with civillan householders.

"Revised (new processing system)
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Table 1. Median Income of Households, by Selected Characteristics, Race, and Hispanic Origin

of Householder: 1989, 1988, and 1987 —Con.

(Households as of March of the following year. An asterisk (*) preceding percent change indi

tistically significant change at the 90-percent confidence level. For meaning of symbols, see text)

1989 1088 1087
Median income Median income Median income Percent
Characteristic in ros
Number Value Standard Number Value Standard Number Value Standard median
error error error income
(thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (thous.) (dollars) (dollars) (1988-89)
HISPANIC ORIGIN?
All households...._.. ecccmcencenn. - 5 933 21 921 430 5 910 20 359 S15 S 642 19 336 420 2.7
Type of Resldence
Nonfarm S 897 21 932 431 5 866 20 454 514 S 617 19 368 420 23
Farm ___. - 36 (8) (8) “ (8) ®) 24 ®) 8) (X)
Inside metropolitan ar@as ...cccececacance 5 479 22 355 500 5 445 20 825 523 5 247 19 810 431 2.4
One million of MOr@ o ue.eeaea.. 4 145 23 624 651 4 167 21 529 3 918 20 389 440 c 47
Inside central cities. .......... 2 415 20 425 651 2 466 18 668 853 2 335 16 943 546 4.4
Outside central cities ....... P 1730 29 483 1162 1 701 26 275 902 1 583 25 850 795 71
Under 1 million . e cecaacccacaaaaaaas 1333 19 307 743 1279 17 447 1112 1329 17 927 940 5.6
Inside central cities.......... cae 784 18 431 1 005 739 16 840 1 303 821 16 350 1 450 44
Outside central cities 550 20 695 1 557 539 18 S94 1913 508 20 962 1 613 6.2
Outside metropolitan areas ...aceceaceo.. 454 17 383 1701 465 15 978 1 532 395 14 466 1434 3.8
Reglon
Northeast - 1 037 20 741 1155 1 097 18 574 1 1118 16 122 953 6.5
Midy 398 25 739 1427 431 24 142 2 337 382 20 499 1 417 1.7
South 1 953 19 279 644 1910 17 986 839 1 832 17 624 670 23
Woest 2 544 24 032 1010 2 473 21 790 86es 2310 21 462 528 5.2
Type of Household
Family households .. .. 4 840 24 080 628 4 823 22 187 616 4 576 20 813 417 3.7
Married-couple families ..... 3 395 27 830 706 3 3908 25 769 621 3 196 24 664 641 3.0
Male househoider, no wite
resent 329 26 257 1716 314 23 ¢56 2 508 208 22 850 2 004 59
emale househoider, no husband
resent 1116 12 888 837 1112 11 321 741 1 082 10 443 674 8.6
Nonfamily households . _ . eee o ccaeaccaa- 1 093 13 923 1012 1 087 12 889 997 1 066 12 033 667 3.1
Malo!:ou 587 16 691 1303 623 15 153 1 477 568 16 298 1 185 5.1
Living alone 415 13 582 999 465 12 654 1207 392 11 992 840 2.4
Female househoider 506 10 593 983 484 9 508 1 417 498 8 818 776 6.3
Uving alone . oo e ce o e ccaacaae 442 8 918 890 399 7 405 977 428 7 394 634 135
Age of Householder
Under 65 years 5 262 23 118 503 5 305 21 645 504 5115 20 419 377 1.9
151024 yoars . o oe e ccacccnaean 542 15 440 m 549 15 206 1 418 568 15 566 891 3.7
2510 34 years ... 1721 22 018 610 1 800 20 421 800 1713 20 143 698 29
35 o 44 years .. 1 405 26 084 1187 1 380 24 715 1 446 1 341 22 633 964 7
45 10 54 years __ 930 27 293 1 385 899 25 546 1 358 809 23 821 1 301 1.9
5510 64 years .. 664 25 475 17868 677 22 118 1 483 684 18 608 871 2.9
65 years and over . 671 12 799 1017 605 12 000 1173 527 9 886 839 1.8
6510 74 years .__ 463 15 442 1576 388 13 575 1 022 334 12 022 1 008 8.5
75 yearsand over .. ... ..... 208 9 359 1218 217 8 735 988 103 6 979 614 22
Size of Household
One person 856 11 168 690 863 10 568 925 820 9 666 664 8
Two persons 1292 20 967 859 1317 19 496 897 1 242 17 425 730 2.6
Three persons. ... .coccecmceccccncacanan 1139 22 504 1 457 1235 20 708 1 324 1151 20 551 830 4.1
Four persons 1172 26 426 1043 1197 25 055 1 111 1178 24 989 1 021 K-]
Five persons 752 27 858 1 453 725 23 53§ 1 882 671 21 682 1315 * 129
Six persons 386 24 731 1675 334 22 961 2 880 318 20 994 1 230 28
Seven persons or more ........ P, ——e- 336 26 898 2 209 240 26 571 3 042 261 23 450 2 075 3.4
Number of Eammers
No earners 925 6 724 225 950 6 063 266 969 5 751 219 5.8
One earner 2 051 17 307 490 2 079 16 139 503 1925 15 431 468 23
2 957 33 298 719 2 882 31 300 849 2 748 29 725 646 1.5
2 023 29 385 811 2 033 28 044 815 2033 26 827 611 -
591 39 939 1 596 36 563 1 632 458 33 978 1587 4.2
343 47 534 2 520 253 46 620 4 092 257 46 875 2 997 =27
Work Experience of Houssholder!
Total 5 882 21 898 433 5 846 20 284 518 5 577 19 294 427 3.0
Worked 4 429 26 584 545 4 449 24 579 629 4 199 23 561 554 3.2
Worked year-round, fulltime ......... 3 056 30 650 708 3 156 28 828 776 2 953 27 451 645 1.4
Did not work 1 454 9 383 400 1 396 7 525 1378 7194 229 *13.2
Tenure
Owner occupled ... ccecccscecannca 2 443 31 574 914 2 457 29 530 980 2 288 27 249 787 2.0
3 383 17 840 479 3 324 15 653 517 3234 14 834 435 * 8.7
Occupier nocashrent........ ceccaca 107 12 175 2 382 129 14 068 2183 120 11 867 1174 -17.4

'Restricted to households with civilian househoiders.

2Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

'Revised (new processing system)
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Table 2. Households, by Total Money Income in 1967 to 1989 (in 1989 CPI-U Adjusted Dollars),
Race, and Hispanic Origin of Householder

(Households as of March of the following year. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Percent distribution Median income Mean income
Race and Hispanic
°h'°‘g" of house- Number $5.000 | $10,000 | $15,000 | $25.000 | $35.,000 | $50,000 | $75,000 | $100.000 Value | Standard Value | Standard
or and year Under to [ to to to o o and eror ermor
(thous.) Total | $5000| $9.999 | $14.999 | $24.999 | $34.909 | $49.009 | $74.990 | $00.999 over | (dollars) | (dollars) | (doMars) | (doMars)
93 347 100.0 5.3 10.3 9.7 17.9 15.9 17.3 145 5.1 39| 28 908 161 | 36 520 181
92 830 100.0 5.6 10.6 9.9 179 15.9 17.4 143 4.8 3.6 28 537 138 35 656 158
91 124 100.0 5.8 10.7 9.7 18.2 15.7 17.5 14,2 4.7 34 28 447 134 35 377 144
89 479 100.0 6.0 10.7 9.9 185 15.6 177 13.8 45 32| 28 168 146 | 34 800 141
88 458 100.0 6.0 1.2 102 190 16.3 17.2 133 4.1 27| 27 218 148 | 33 496 133
86 789 100.0 5.8 1.5 10.5 191 16.5 17.0 13.0 3.9 25 26 751 122 32777 121
85 290 100.0 6.3 11.5 10.8 19.6 16.6 17.0 123 3.6 23 26 167 118 31 883 18
83 918 100.0 6.3 11.9 10.6 19.7 17.4 16.7 1.9 33 21 25 919 17 31 236 116
83 527 100.0 6.2 "7 106 19.9 16.8 17.7 1.9 33 1.8| 26 020 136 | 31085 13
1080 occeccecccanea 82 368 100.0 5.9 11.5 10.1 19.8 17.0 18.2 12.2 3.5 1.9 26 651 137 31 697 116
1979 o .eccccccee 80 776 100.0 53 10.9 9.9 18.8 16.7 19.0 133 3.8 24 28 115 133 33 398 126
77 330 100.0 5.0 1.0 9.8 18.6 16.5 19.1 13.8 3.8 24 28 649 116 33 720 129
76 030 100.0 5.1 11.0 10.6 18.7 17.0 18.6 13.5 34 22 27 104 32 944 100
74 142 100.0 5.0 1.2 10.2 19.0 17.4 10.0 13.0 3.2 20| 27 eas 102| 32519 100
72 867 100.0 5.2 1.6 10.4 19.1 17.7 18.7 125 3.0 18| 27 107 11| 31758 %
71 163 100.0 4.7 10.9 [°X:] 18.5 184 19.0 133 35 2.1 28 163 108 32 934 103
69 859 100.0 5.0 10.4 9.7 17.6 17.8 10.4 141 3.7 24 29 358 n2 33 952 103
68 251 100.0 5.6 10.5 9.5 18.0 17.4 19.8 133 3.6 23 28 766 10 33 480 104
66 676 100.0 64 10.7 9.2 19.4 18.5 19.3 11.8 3.1 1.7 27 641 107 31 790 101
64 778 100.0 6.7 10.1 a9 187 19.2 19.6 120 3.0 18] 27 913 102| 31 962 102
1969 caceeaccccaaes 63 401 100.0 6.6 9.6 9.0 184 19.5 10.7 124 29 1.8 28 344 105 32 247 101
1968 .. 62 214 100.0 6.9 9.5 9.5 194 19.4 20.2 11.0 2.5 1.5 27 590 100 31 214 100
1967 oo eeeeeeen. | 60 813 100.0 7.7 10.2 95 199 20.0 18.7 10.0 2.5 16| 26 519 97| 29 660 97
WHITE
1989 oooeueencanaaa | 80 163 100.0 42 9.4 0.4 17.8 16.2 18.1 15.2 5.4 42| 30 406 149 | 38 041 178
1988 .. .- 79 734 100.0 45 9.5 9.5 178 16.4 18.2 15.2 5.1 39 30 168 176 37 177 174
78 519 100.0 4.6 9.7 9.4 18.0 16.2 18.3 15.1 5.1 3.6 29 972 151 36 889 158
77 284 100.0 4.8 0.9 9.5 183 16.0 18.4 14.7 48 35 29 614 144 36 250 155
76 576 100.0 5.0 103 9.8 18.9 16.6 18.0 141 44 30| 28704 153 | 34 871 148
75 328 100.0 4.8 10.5 10.1 19.0 17.0 17.8 13.8 42 28| 28 222 142 | 34 129 132
74 170 100.0 5.1 10.5 10.5 19.6 17.2 17.7 131 3.8 2.6 27 433 123 33 215 128
73 182 100.0 5.2 1.0 10.2 19.8 17.8 17.4 12.7 3.6 23 27 135 123 32 524 127
72 845 100.0 5.1 10.7 10.2 19.8 17.3 18.6 126 35 20 27 491 127 32 387 123
71 872 100.0 48 10.6 9.7 19.7 17.4 19.1 129 38 21| 28117 144 32 976 126
70 766 100.0 9.9 0.4 18.6 171 10.8 140 41 27| 20478 140| 34715 138
68 028 100.0 4.2 10.1 9.4 18.4 16.7 20.0 145 4.1 26 29 783 131 34 969 141
66 934 100.0 43 10.1 9.9 18.4 17.4 194 143 3.6 24 29 203 123 34 231 110
65 353 100.0 43 10.2 8.7 18.7 17.6 19.9 13.8 35 22 28 960 120 a3 770 109
64 302 100.0 45 10.6 10.1 18.8 18.1 19.5 133 3.2 20| 28 442 104 | 32 931 108
62 084 100.0 40 10.0 93 181 18.8 19.8 14.0 3.8 22| 20 453 111] 34 154 11
61 965 100.0 44 9.5 9.1 171 18.1 20.2 15.0 4.0 26| 30 768 17| 35265 12
60 618 100.0 49 9.6 a9 17.6 17.8 20.7 141 39 25| 30178 116 | 34 782 13
59 463 100.0 5.7 9.8 8.6 18.9 10.0 20.2 125 33 19| 28912 110 | 32 941 107
1970 ceeevccccenace §7 575 100.0 6.0 9.4 a4 18.2 19.6 20.5 127 3.2 20 29 073 12 33 081 1090
1969 ceececccccecan 56 248 100.0 59 8.9 a4 178 20.0 20.7 13.2 3.1 20 29 581 108 33 443 11
1968 . ...| 55304 100.0 6.2 8.8 a8 19.0 19.9 21.2 1.7 2.7 16| 28727 107 | 32 336 107
1967 cocceeccaaaaa | 54 188 100.0 7.0 9.3 9.0 19.4 20.7 197 106 26 181 27655 100 | 30 744 104

"Revised.
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Table 2. Households, by Total Money Income in 1967 to 1989 (in 1989 CPI-U Adjusted Dollars),

Race, and Hispanic Origin of Householder—cCon.

(Households as of March of the following year. For meaning of symbois, see text)

Percent distribution Median income Mean income
Race and Hispanic
°"E"“ of house- Number $5,000 | $10,000 | $15.000 | $25,000 | $35,000| $50,000| $75,000 | $100,000 Value | Standard Value | Standard
holder and year Under 0 o o to to 10 0 and error orror
(thous.) Total $5,000 $9.990 | $14,900 | $24,999 | $34.900 | $40,999 | $74,990 | $99.999 over | (dollars) | (dollars) | (dolars) (dollars)
BLACK
1989 oececcccancena 10 486 100.0 141 17.2 1.9 19.6 13.8 12.0 85 2.2 .8 18 083 373 23 995 330
10 561 100.0 14.0 18.7 12.9 18.8 12.7 1.8 8.0 2.0 1.1 17 198 355 23 560 341
10 192 100.0 148 18.4 124 204 12.6 1.3 7.1 1.8 1.1 17 107 326 23 098 315
9 922 100.0 15.5 17.3 129 195 13.0 12.5 6.6 21 7 17 061 335 22 890 311
9 797 100.0 139 18.5 135 203 13.6 1.1 71 1.3 .6 17 078 332 22 282 289
9 480 100.0 142 195 14.1 204 12.8 10.3 6.9 1.4 4 16 077 309 21 442 264
9 243 100.0 154 19.6 13.4 209 12.6 10.8 59 1.2 2 15 529 290 20 684 254
8 916 100.0 15.6 19.3 14.2 19.8 145 10.7 4.6 1.0 3 15 379 247 20 234 253
8 961 100.0 15.0 20.0 13.9 203 13.0 10.9 5.8 9 A 15 427 259 20 266 2468
1980 cocencaccacann 8 847 100.0 144 18.9 13.8 208 13.9 11 5.8 1.0 3| 16 108 305 21023 259
1970 o ccaaae 8 586 100.0 123 18.7 138 20.6 14.0 124 6.7 1.3 3 17 307 316 22 207 273
1978 .... 8 068 100.0 14 19.5 12.7 20.7 14.8 11.9 74 14 3 17 898 378 22 873 299
1977 .. 7977 100.0 114 18.0 15.9 216 135 1.9 6.3 9 4 17 233 231 22 081 196
1976 .. 7776 100.0 10.6 19.7 14.2 210 15.0 12.0 6.2 1.0 3 17 221 214 22 002 196
1975 .. 7 489 100.0 113 20.5 13.7 213 14.9 1.7 5.6 .8 2 17 074 251 21 313 189
1974r . 7 263 100.0 105 18.8 13.7 23.0 15.1 11.5 6.3 .8 3 17 516 211 21 784 104
1973 7 040 100.0 103 18.2 15.0 215 15.0 12.7 5.8 1.2 4 18 11 282 22 490 223
1972 6 809 100.0 1.3 18.7 14.3 214 143 12.6 5.8 1.1 6 17 615 264 22 252 237
1971 6 578 100.0 123 18.4 13.9 234 14.4 11.2 5.4 7 .3 17 078 254 21 163 217
1970 6 180 100.0 13.0 17.0 133 23.0 15.0 11.8 5.7 .9 3 17 696 243 21 607 233
1969 .. - 6 053 100.0 130 15.6 14.7 24.2 15.3 1.1 5.2 7 2 17 880 264 21 286 226
1968 .. - 5 870 100.0 129 16.6 15.8 23.4 14.6 11.2 4.6 .6 2 16 940 246 20 631 217
1967 eeccccccccanan 5 728 100.0 145 18.3 15.0 240 13.4 9.8 3.6 9 5 18 057 267 19 2904 215
HISPANIC
ORIGIN!
5 933 100.0 8.1 134 123 219 15.8 14.7 9.6 2.6 1.6 21 921 431 27 992 487
5 910 100.0 9.2 13.4 13.6 210 16.1 14.6 8.2 2.2 1.7 21 340 481 27 245 529
5 642 100.0 9.0 14.7 13.1 218 15.2 13.8 8.4 2.4 1.6 21 106 458 27 055 498
5 418 100.0 8.8 14.4 13.9 21.4 153 14.1 8.9 23 9 20 763 541 26 218 431
5 213 100.0 8.3 16.2 14.4 21.0 16.3 13.0 8.2 1.7 .8 20 127 470 25 149 409
4 883 100.0 9.2 15.7 129 211 16.9 13.9 7.7 1.9 9 20 279 508 25 217 492
4 666 100.0 8.6 17.5 129 225 16.3 12.6 7.4 1.6 .6 19 663 502 24 085 463
4 085 100.0 8.7 16.6 14.0 22.7 16.0 12.7 73 1.1 9 19 503 515 24 070 488
3 980 100.0 7.6 14.9 13.2 236 173 13.7 7.8 1.3 7 20 871 572 25 063 479
1980 cacaceoncanaa. 3 906 100.0 8.0 14.2 13.8 23.8 16.3 14.7 6.9 1.5 .8 20 543 557 25 092 500
10790 o ccececana 3 684 100.0 6.2 131 12.8 23.6 18.0 15.0 8.3 1.9 1.0 22 276 642 26 952 541
1978 .. - 3 291 100.0 6.0 13.5 123 24.6 16.8 16.4 7.9 1.7 .8 22 447 544 26 515 5§36
1977 .. —ae 3 304 100.0 5.9 13.6 13.7 25.1 17.9 14.6 6.9 18 5 21 786 383 25 711 397
1976 - 3 081 100.0 6.9 15.5 135 23.8 173 14.7 6.4 1.7 4 20 853 445 24 643 401
1975 _. - 2 948 100.0 7.5 143 14.8 245 12.7 14.0 5.8 1.0 7 20 432 452 24 256 431
1974r . - 2 897 100.0 5.2 12.9 14.4 23.7 19.5 15.2 74 1.3 7 22 400 490 25 949 423
1973 ... cecen 2 722 100.0 4.7 12.6 134 245 19.1 15.6 8.1 1.5 6 22 745 517 26 425 430
1972 ceaeaane cmceae 2 655 100.0 4.8 12.9 13.6 25.1 20.2 14.8 6.6 1.2 7 22 774 445 26 176 445

'Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
"Revised. Y
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Table 3. Type of Household—Households, by Total Money Income in 1989, Race, and Hispanic
Origin of Householder

(Numbers in thousands. Households as of March 1990. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Family households Nonfamily househoids
Type of tamily Sex of househoider
Total money income Male Female Male Female
house— house—
hoider, hoider,
Married— no no
couple wife husband Living
/ Total Total families present present Total Total alone Total alone
ALL RACES ~/

Total 93 347 66 090 52 317 2 884 10 890 27 257 11 606 9 049 15 651 13 950
Under $5,000 4 970 2 236 712 102 1423 2 734 852 790 1 882 1 839
$5,000 to $9,999 9 622 4 022 1 991 204 1 826 5 601 1 562 1 462 4 038 3 963
$10,000 to $14,999 9 057 5 252 3 460 235 1 557 3 805 1 388 1254 2 417 2 298
$15.,000 to $19,999 8 620 5 502 3 925 314 1263 3 118 1 293 1 098 1 825 1677
$20,000 to $24,999 8 134 5 465 4131 284 1 051 2 669 1241 1 008 1 428 1224
$25.000 10 $29,999 . .ccececccccccnccaccnanaenn 7778 5 583 4 419 285 879 2195 1 035 764 1160 978
$30,000 to $34,999 7 062 5 340 4 380 255 706 1722 922 669 800 637
$35,000 to $39,999 6 154 4 940 4177 217 546 1214 679 476 535 410
$40,000 to $44,999 5 556 4 506 3 912 180 414 1 050 611 419 439 302
$45,000 to $49,999 4 472 3745 3 331 156 258 727 462 277 265 160
$50,000 to $54.099 4 090 3 580 3 198 142 240 510 310 174 200 132
$55,000 to $59.999 2 972 2 617 2 375 93 150 354 211 89 143 79
$60,000 to $64,999 2 630 2 317 2 084 84 149 313 219 125 52
$65.000 10 $69.999 _ .. cecccccccccccccnacaaan 2 148 1 892 1738 66 88 255 142 65 114 456
$70,000 to $74.999 1 684 1 486 1378 39 69 198 128 57 69 32
$75.000 to $79,999 1 403 1 289 1188 41 60 114 65 31 50 25
$80,000 to $84,999 - 1178 1048 979 29 41 130 93 51 37 22
$85,000 to $89.999 857 788 727 N 29 69 43 28 26 13

90,000 to $94,999 759 705 661 23 21 53 35 19 18 8
$95,000 to $99.999 570 541 495 19 27 29 23 14 6 3
$100,000 and over 3 631 3 236 3 056 87 94 396 291 180 104 51

Median income dollars._. 28 906 34 633 38 664 30 336 17 383 17 115 22 423 19 617 13 755 12 190
Standard emTor. .. ccceeaeacacaanaa-0ollars__ 161 193 214 745 294 170 309 336 221 160
Mean income dollars.. 36 520 41 918 46 126 37 200 22 952 23 432 29 329 25 816 19 059 16 731
Standard efrof ... cceeea.. aecemeaaadOllars.. 161 202 233 922 323 216 407 445 211 187
Income per household member ... -.dollars_. 13 871 13 037 14 197 12 233 7 405 19 194 22 128 25 816 16 672 16 731
Standard @Ol e ccccecnccacacaaa dollars.. 68 72 8s 374 123 229 400 596 257 277
Gini ratio .429 .396 .368 .392 .450 455 . .450 444 .428
Standard error .0038 .0044 .0050 .0218 0112 .0074 0114 0136 .0094 .0098
WHITE

Total 80 163 56 590 46 981 2 303 7 306 23 573 9 951 7718 13 622 12 161
Under $5.000 3 354 1367 597 54 716 1 987 585 542 1 402 1372
$5.000 to $9.999 7 532 2785 1 615 132 1 039 4 747 1228 1158 3 519 3 463
$10.000 to $14,999 7 564 4173 2 985 176 1 012 3 3901 1 205 1 096 2 186 2 092
$15,000 to $19,999 7 288 4 529 J 443 29 857 2 759 1002 929 1 667 1534
$20,000 to $24,999 6 994 4 659 3 645 213 802 2 335 1 087 882 1248 1070
$25.000 to $29,999 6 792 4 861 3 973 241 646 1 931 902 668 1029 870
$30.000 to $34,999 6 202 4 690 3 954 217 519 1512 811 596 701 563
$35.000 to $39,999 5 413 4 334 3 747 180 406 1078 614 423 464 368
$40,000 to $44,999 5 017 4 061 3 583 146 332 957 558 392 398 263
$45,000 to $49,999 4 055 3 376 3 036 134 206 679 429 269 250 149
$50.000 to $54,999 3 696 3 259 2 938 124 197 437 278 151 159 104
$55.,000 to $59,999 2 669 2 342 2154 83 106 327 197 82 130 76
$60,000 to $64,999 2 355 2 068 1879 67 122 288 199 116 89 49
$65,000 to $69.999 1934 1700 1576 60 64 235 134 61 101 46
$70,000 to $74,999 1 531 1353 1264 35 54 178 116 49 62 29
$75.,000 to $79,999 1 281 1181 1 093 35 52 100 60 31 39 21
$80,000 to $84.999 1 098 976 915 28 33 123 90 51 k<] 22
$85,000 to $89,999 785 720 661 31 28 65 39 26 26 13
$90,000 to $94,999 702 653 614 23 16 4 33 17 16 8
$95,000 to $99,999 409 472 437 15 19 27 23 14 4 1
$100,000 and over 3 402 3 031 2873 80 78 kY4l 272 166 ® 47
Median income dollars.. 30 406 36 325 39 328 32 218 20 164 17 715 23 799 20 644 14 205 12 582

Standard error dollars.. 149 186 226 77 361 230 394 307 228 208
Mean income dollars.. 38 041 43 803 46 868 39 786 25 361 24 208 30 696 27 092 19 469 17 129
Standard error dollars.. 178 223 249 1 097 418 238 451 495 230 203
Income per household member .........dollars.. 14 720 13 882 14 642 13 356 8 694 19 943 23 211 27 092 17 160 17 129
Standard @ITOr ..« ccccaececaacaaaa-dollars__ 76 82 k<] 456 173 256 448 670 283 303
Gini ratio 420 384 .366 .384 .429 450 .431 441 .438 421
Standard efror .0041 .0048 .0052 .0246 0135 .0080 0123 0147 0101 .0105
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Table 3. Type of Household—Households, by Total Money Income in 1989, Race, and Hispanic
Origin of Householder—cCon.

{Numbers in thousands. Households as of March 1990. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Family households Nonfamily households
Type of family Sex of householder
Total money Income Male Female Male Female
house— house—
hoider, holder,
Married— no no
couple wite husband Uving Livi
Total Total lamliﬁos present present Total Total alone Total al?r:g
BLACK

Total 10 486 7 470 3 750 446 3275 3 015 1313 1 084 1 702 1525
Under $5,000 1479 793 79 41 673 686 233 224 453 441
$5.000 to $9,999 1 802 1075 295 68 712 727 274 250 453 433
$10,000 to $14.999 125 910 368 44 498 339 155 138 184 162
$15.000 to $19,999 1111 820 373 69 378 291 164 140 127 13
$20,000 to $24,999 841 661 367 54 240 279 129 107 150 131
$25.000 1o $29,999 786 573 334 32 206 213 109 75 104 87
$30,000 to $34.999 661 515 316 28 170 146 68 49 79 63
$35,000 to $39,999 552 461 317 26 118 9 37 28 54 31
$40.000 to $44,999 418 350 242 28 81 68 41 22 27 26
$45,000 to $49,999 284 253 201 9 43 N 20 3 n 7
$50,000 to $54,999 264 218 170 13 35 47 24 15 2 17
$55.000 to $59.999 198 174 130 5 38 -3 13 7 12 2
$60.000 to $64,999 190 169 137 11 22 21 19 8 2 2
$65,000 to $69,999 148 136 114 4 17 13 3 1 9 -
$70.000 to $74,999 92 85 69 2 14 7 6 2 2 -
$75.000 to $79,999 65 61 52 3 6 4 - - 4 4
$80.000 to $84,999 47 46 40 1 5 1 - - 1 -
$85,000 to $89,999 43 39 39 - - 4 4 2 - -
$90.000 to $94,999 31 27 25 - 2 5 2 2 3 -
$95.000 to $99,999 43 41 33 2 6 2 - - 2 2
$100,000 and over 81 65 4 4 12 16 1" 10 5 3
Median income dollars. . 18 083 20 911 30 833 20 044 12 170 11 183 14 737 11 964 8 944 7 658

373 436 657 1 116 381 526 1 038 786 605 477
23 995 26 877 35 341 24 832 17 466 16 854 19 427 17 052 14 868 13 180
330 403 590 1 389 485 514 93 1017 549 5
8 344 7 604 9 804 7 601 5 003 13 558 14 696 17 052 12 577 13 180
125 127 207 557 157 560 936 1 384 678 790
Gini ratio .459 .436 357 .404 473 .484 475 .485 .484 .473
Standard error 0111 0129 0173 .0525 .0217 10225 .0359 .0430 .0285 .0299
HISPANIC ORIGIN'

Total 5 933 4 840 3 395 329 1116 1093 587 415 506 442
Under $5.000 480 303 85 1 207 178 78 68 100 97
$5,000 to $9,999 793 549 268 28 253 244 101 82 143 143
$10,000 to $14,999 727 575 384 33 159 151 89 79 62 56
$15.000 to $19.999 705 586 407 49 130 120 65 43 55 42
$20.000 to $24,999 594 484 361 33 91 110 65 39 45 37
$25,000 to $29,999 515 441 324 38 78 74 43 28 31 23
$30,000 1o $34,999 425 359 292 27 41 66 44 24 2 17
$35,000 to $39,999 341 303 243 29 31 38 26 14 12 1
$40,000 to $44,999 298 270 216 17 37 28 21 1" 7 2
$45,000 10 $49,999 234 214 180 16 18 20 1 2 8 4
$50,000 1o $54.999 203 189 163 4 21 15 7 4 7 3
$55,000 1o $59,999 . 124 114 100 1 13 10 6 4 4 2
$60.000 10 $64,999 114 105 90 8 6 9 6 4 3 2
$65,000 10 $69,999 76 67 57 5 5 9 8 2 1 -
$70,000 to $74,999 55 51 44 - 7 4 3 1 1 -
$75.000 to $79,999 39 36 33 3 - 3 2 - 1 1
$80,000 to $84,999 39 38 24 8 6 1 1 1 - -
$85,000 1o $89.999 26 26 18 2 6 - - - - -
$90,000 to $94,999 31 30 3 6 1 1 - - 1 -
$95,000 to $99,999 20 20 13 3 4 - - - - -
$100,000 and over 95 82 Il 8 2 14 1" 8 3 2
Median income dollars._. 21 921 24 080 27 830 26 257 12 888 13 923 16 691 13 582 10 593 8 918

Standard error dollars.. 431 62! 706 1 716 837 1012 1303 999 984 890
Mean income. dollars_. 27 992 29 912 33 388 33 187 18 371 19 485 22 664 19 772 15 798 13 499
Standard &TOf . ... .c... <-dollars_. 487 546 667 2 314 824 978 1 562 1875 1 033
Income per househoid me -eeao-dollars__ 8 062 7 596 8 167 8 933 5 181 13 829 13 986 19 772 13 574 13 499
Standard error dollars__ 182 175 204 783 274 921 1245 2 576 1337 1 502
Gini ratio 427 .409 .373 .399 474 475 467 493 .466 .456
Standard error . .0153 0167 0197 .0674 .0356 .0391 .0550 0712 .0527 .0569

Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
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Table 4. Educational Attainment of Householder—Percent Distribution and Median Income in
1989 of Households, by Type of Household, Age, Work Experience, Race, and
Hispanic Origin of Householder

(Households as of March 1990. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Percent distribution Median income (doliars)
Hispanic Hispanic
All races White Black origin' All races White Black origin!
TOTAL

All households 93 347 80 163 10 486 § 933 28 906 30 406 18 083 21 921
Percont 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 28 906 30 406 18 083 21 921
Less than 4 years high school ......... 233 218 35.1 49.6 14 859 15 964 9 788 16 328

4 years high schooi or 1 to 3 years
lleg 54.1 54.6 53.5 413 29 450 30 512 21 383 27 035
4 yoars or more of college ..ececeaaaen 226 236 13 9.1 48 126 48 862 37 958 41 357
Family househoids? 70.8 70.6 7.2 81.6 34 633 36 325 20 911 24 080
Under 25 years: Total 3.1 28 4.9 6.8 17 947 19 853 7 072 15 053
Less than 4 years high school . .ccaea.. .8 7 1.5 3.4 9 970 12 330 4194 13 067

4 years high school or 1 1o 3years
lleg 20 1.9 3.2 33 20 358 22 11 9 892 18 063
4 yoars of more of cologe weeeecucanas 2 2 2 22 27 682 27 653 (8) (8)
2510 44 yoars: Total 33.8 33.0 38.0 453 35 975 37 680 21 676 23 867
Loss than 4 years high school . ccecaa.. 4.6 4.1 73 20.0 19 160 21 266 10 459 18 187

4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
lleg 20.7 20.1 25.9 213 33 866 35 470 22 537 29 207
4 yoars or more of colege «ooeeeeno... 8.6 8.8 48 4.0 53 790 54 825 43 581 43 710
45 10 64 yoars: Total 225 228 19.9 22.1 42 584 44 578 26 650 30 825
Less than 4 years high school .. caac.e 5.5 5.0 8.9 12.2 25 391 26 851 17 492 22 424

4 yoars high school or 1 to 3years
lleg a—aa 1.7 12.1 9.2 7.7 42 421 43 607 31 335 38 568
4 yoars or more of college ce.eeeeeene. 53 5.6 1.8 23 68 203 69 001 56 086 56 981
65 yrs. & over: Total 15 12,0 8.4 7.3 23 179 23 817 15 766 19 310
Less than 4 years high school ......... 5.1 5.1 6.0 5.4 17 188 17 710 13 472 16 983

4 years high school or 1 t0 3 years
lleg 4.7 5.2 2.0 1.4 26 336 26 379 25 019 26 283
4 years of more of college coceeeen... 1.6 1.8 3 5 43 710 43 854 (8) (B)
o tamilies 56.0 58.6 35.8 57.2 38 664 39 328 30 833 27 830
Under 25 years: Total 1.8 1.8 1.2 3.6 23 441 23 284 23 256 16 275
Loss than 4 years high school ......... 3 4 B 1.7 14 598 14 827 (8) 14 095

4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
lieg 1.2 13 1.0 1.8 24 565 24 730 23 249 18 725
4 yoars of more of College caueecenncan 2 2 R A 29 895 28 564 (8) (8)
25w 4dyears:  Tota 26.2 271 18.0 32.1 40 726 41 257 34 291 28 621
Less than 4 years high school ........ 3.1 3.1 2.6 139 23 724 24 714 17 962 20 751

4 years high school or 1 1o 3years
lleg 15.6 16.1 12.2 15.1 38 057 38 514 33 967 34 053
4 yoars or more of CONege eecaccacanan 7.6 8.0 3.2 3.1 56 755 57 224 52 020 47 887
45 10 64 yoars: Total 18.5 194 11.7 16.1 46 245 47 229 34 486 34 675
Less than 4 years high school __........ 4.2 4.1 48 8.5 27 986 28 681 25 187 26 566

4 years high school or 1 o 3years
Hleg 9.7 103 5.6 5.8 45 332 45 866 39 048 40 782
4 yoars of more of COHOGO «eeeeaaan.n 4.7 5.0 1.3 1.8 71 345 71 994 64 826 61 315
65 yrs. & over: Total 9.5 103 4.8 54 23 424 23 842 16 379 19 311
Less than 4 years high school .occa... 4.0 4.2 3.4 3.8 17 106 17 482 13 228 16 610

4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
Hlegt 4.0 4.4 1.2 12 26 245 26 186 26 055 zB{
4 years or more of college . - 1.5 1.7 3 4 44 339 44 393 (B) B
Female householder, no husband present......... - 1.7 9.1 31.2 18.8 17 383 20 164 12 170 12 888
Under 25 years: Total 1.0 .6 3.4 1.9 6 882 8 501 4 756 6 772
Less than 4 years high school .__...... 3 2 1.3 1.1 4 843 5 946 4 070 (8)

4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
lieg .6 4 2.1 .8 8 660 10 102 5 787 (B{
4 yoars or more of Colloge caucenaccaan - - - A (8) (8) (8) 8
25 10 44 yoars: Total 6.1 4.6 18.0 10.4 15 613 17 591 12 056 11 099
Less than 4 years high school ......... 1.2 .8 4.1 49 7 859 8 635 6 869 8 352

4 years high school or 1 to 3years
llege ...... 4.2 3.2 124 4.9 16 346 17 855 13 542 14 555
4 yoars or more of Colege euceeean-.. 7 K 1.5 6 31 256 31 415 29 076 (8)
45 10 64 yoars: Total 3.0 25 7.0 5.0 25 113 27 694 17 454 18 525
Less than 4 years high school ..... P 1.0 7 3.5 3.2 14 354 17 179 12 592 12 968

4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
llege ...... 1.6 1.4 3.0 1.5 27 399 29 003 20 599 28 496
4 yoars or more of Colege ceceaeanan 4 4 4 3 42 848 43 037 (B) (8)
65 yrs. & over: Total 1.6 14 2.9 1.5 20 861 23 130 13 081 19 384
Less than 4 years high schoal ......... 9 7 2.1 1.4 16 681 18 182 12 212 17 345

4 years high school or 1 t0 3 years
lleg K] K 7 1 26 455 27 303 (8 B;
4 yoars or more of college ...eeeeee... A A 1 29 866 30 380 (B; iB

1Persons of Hispanic orgin may be of any race.
2inciudes male houo:hdrgdu. r!o wife ::'oyum. not shown separately.
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Table 4. Educational Attainment of Householder—Percent Distribution and Median Income in
1989 of Households, by Type of Household, Age, Work Experience, Race, and
Hispanic Origin of Householder—Con.

(Househoids as of March 1990. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Percent distribution Median income (dollars)
Characteristic
Hispanic Hispanic
Al races White Black origin! Al races White Black origin'
TOTAL—-CON.
Nonfamily households 29.2 294 28.8 18.4 17 115 17 715 11 193 13 923
Under 25 years:  Total 2.4 25 1.8 23 19 401 19 954 15 583 16 348
Less than 4 years high school ccceaaa.a. 2 22 3 .8 12 378 13 083 (8) (8)
4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
college ..... conseonme casuaccecccsae 1.7 1.7 1.3 1.4 18 740 19 385 15 911 16 615
4 yoars or more of colege cueuenenann 5 .6 3 R 23 576 23 406 (8) (8)
25 1o 44 yoars: TOt ecccccccnccacccnan ecsaceceann 10.2 10.1 104 7.4 26 581 27 437 20 793 22 104
Less than 4 years high s¢hool ccccaua.. .8 7 1.3 23 13 154 15 179 6 533 14 528
4 yoars high school or 1 to 3 years
Hoge ...... . 5.4 5.3 6.4 3.5 23 859 24 719 20 012 23 3N
4 yoars or more of college .cceon... a—- 3.9 4.0 27 1.5 33 088 33 619 26 614 32 156
4510 64 years:  Total cmane 6.5 6.3 8.7 4.7 18 483 19 843 10 745 10 958
Less than 4 years high school ccaccaaan 1.6 1.3 4.0 2.6 8 326 9 645 6 167 6 967
4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
lleg 35 35 3.7 1.8 19 395 19 726 15 850 14 226
4 yoars of more of Colege wacueeaana - 1.4 1.4 1.0 3 36 702 37 039 31 002 (8)
65yrs. &over:  Total 10.1 106 7.8 4.0 9 638 10 086 6 035 6 762
Less than 4 years high school «..ccecea 4.7 4.7 5.8 2.9 7 246 7 543 5 610 6 286
4 years high schooi or 1 10 3 years
lleg 43 48 1.7 .8 11 731 11 953 6 921 B;
4 yoars or more of COllOQe ceeeanee-.. 1.0 1.2 3 3 22 727 23 120 (8) 18
Male househoider 124 124 125 9.9 22 423 23 799 14 737 16 691
Under 25 years: Total 1.3 1.4 9 1.5 20 031 20 921 15 468 16 106
Less than 4 years high schoo! < e ceaa.. 2 2 2 7 13 342 13 836 8) (8)
4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
llege .. 9 9 7 8 19 562 20 683 QB; {B{
4 yoars of more of college ....ueueecae 3 3 A - 24 989 24 657 B 8
25w 44 yoars:  Total 6.2 6.2 6.1 4.8 27 547 28 843 20 241 22 089
Less than 4 years high schoo! «ccacaa.e K] 5 .8 1.8 15 641 17 271 6 574 15 922
4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
lleg 35 3.4 4.0 23 25 228 26 278 20 223 23 404
4 yoars of more of CONOge weeceeccecan 2.2 2.2 1.4 .8 35 248 36 389 26 767 (8)
4510 84 years: Tota 27 26 35 2.1 23 950 26 160 10 805 13 867
Less than 4 years high school ......... 7 5 1.8 1.1 10 669 12 615 6 463 (8)
4 years high school or 1 to 3years
llege ..... 1.3 1.4 1.3 .8 24 302 25 336 13 329 za;
4 yoars or more of college ..ceeaeee-- 7 7 4 2 44 330 44 052 8) ()
65yrs. &over:  Total 2.2 2.2 20 1.5 11 541 12 405 6 856 6 979
Loss than 4 years high school ....c.... 1.1 1.1 1.6 1.1 8 738 9 242 6 799 (8)
4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
lleg .8 9 3 2 13 948 14 250 ’B{ ’B;
4 yoars or more of college .ceceeuacaa. 3 3 B A 26 935 27 297 8 ()
Female househoider 16.8 17.0 16.2 8.5 13 755 14 205 8 944 10 593
Under 25 years: Total 1.1 1.1 1.0 .8 18 673 18 832 15 787 23;
Less than 4 years high $ch0O! « ccaeeaee A - B A (8) (8) (8) B
4 yoars high school or 1 10 3 years
lleg .8 .8 K 6 17 508 17 749 iB; sB;
4 yoars of more of CoNeQe wueceauanace 3 3 2 A 22 855 22 727 B ()
25w 44 years:  Tota 4.0 3.9 43 2.6 25 456 25 982 21 749 22 124
Loss than 4 years high scho0! < cccaaa.. 2 2 5 5 9 077 10 230 (8) (B)
4 years high school or 1 10 3years
llog 2.0 1.9 25 1.2 21 955 22 077 19 385 zB;
4 yoars of more of CONOGe ee.eeeunanan 1.8 1.8 13 .8 30 909 31 108 26 464 B,
451 G4 yoars:  Tota 3.8 3.6 5.2 2.6 15 880 16 535 10 695 8 526
Less than 4 years high school ......... 9 .8 23 1.5 7 231 7 808 § 915 6 372
4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
lleg 2.2 22 23 1.0 17 105 17 169 16 568 sB;
4 yoars or more of college ooeeeuaene-. 7 7 .6 R 30 722 31 572 (8) B
65 yrs. &over:  Total 7.9 8.4 5.8 25 9 301 9 699 S 749 6 609
Less than 4 years high school ...ce..-. 3.6 3.6 4.1 1.8 6 972 7243 5 182 6 186
4 years high school or 1 10 3 years
liog 35 3.9 1.4 .6 11 368 11 583 6 871 ’B;
4 yoars or more of College o..caceauaoe 8 9 2 B 21 502 21 880 (8) B8

1Persons of Hispanic origin may be any race.
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Table 4. Educational Attainment of Householder—Percent Distribution and Median Income in
1989 of Households, by Type of Household, Age, Work Experience, Race, and
Hispanic Origin of Householder—Con.

(Households as of March 1900. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Percent distribution Median income (dollars)
Characteristc Hisparic Hispanic
AN races White Black origin' Al races White Black origin!
HOUSEHOLDER YEAR-ROUND, FULL-TIME
WORKER
All h hoid: 50 458 44 023 4 874 3 104 39 806 40 902 20 993 30 500
Py 54.1 54.9 46.5 523 39 806 40 902 29 993 30 500
Less than 4 years high school ......... 6.3 6.1 7.9 20.1 27 943 28 728 22 455 23 727
4 years high school or 1 to 3years
lleg 31.8 322 30.5 258 36 569 37 477 28 963 32 942
4 yoars of more of Colege wueeceaaana. 16.0 16.7 8.0 6.5 54 610 55 592 41 898 48 532
Family householde? 41.9 426 34.9 43.9 43 408 44 661 32 369 32 242
Under 25 years: Tota 1.5 1.6 1.2 2.9 25 150 25 302 22 208 19 673
Less than 4 years high school . ccaaea.. 22 2 B 1.2 17 209 17 695 (8) (8)
4 years high school or 1 to 3years
lieg 1.2 1.2 1.0 1.7 25 453 25 641 23 192 22 817
4 years or more of college o....acan... 1 A A B 36 619 36 750 (8) (8)
25 10 44 years: Total 249 25.0 231 28.1 40 869 41 798 31 181 30 769
Less than 4 years high school cccoe.... 2.4 23 25 10.7 26 653 27 426 19 395 23 432
4 years high school or 1 to 3years
lleg 15.2 15.2 16.7 143 37 574 38 753 30 249 33 939
4 yoars or more of colege ..ceaaan... 73 7.6 3.9 3.1 56 187 56 721 47 936 48 781
45 10 84 years: Total 14.6 15.1 103 124 51 167 52 234 37 501 40 860
Less than 4 years high school .cce..... 25 2.4 3.5 5.6 34 903 36 103 30 774 31 043
4 years high school or 1 to 3 years
llog 8.0 83 5.6 5.2 48 125 48 971 38 553 44 423
4 yoars or more of college eceecaaaaan 4.1 4.3 1.2 1.6 74 156 75 022 65 110 63 189
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