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New Homes 
In 1987, 8 percent of the Nation's 
nearly 103 million homes were 
less than 4 years old. A look at 
these new homes reveals how 
Americans' preferences in hous
ing are changing. 

Most housing In the United 
States la single famUy. 
Single-family homes remain the 
majority of housing constructed 
in the United States. But among 
new units, construction of tradi
tional single-family houses (de
tached houses, mobile homes. 
and attached units such as some 
townhouses) has declined: 45 
percent of homes built between 
1983 and 1987 were single
family units, compared with 61 
percent of older units. Recent 
construction statistics show 
some evidence that single-family 
detached construction is again 
on the rise. New units were more 
often condominiums-10 percent 
of new construction versus 4 per
cent of older units. 

New housing construction has 
shifted along with the popula
tion to the suburbs and to the 
South and West. 
Since 1983, 56 percent of new 
homes have been built in the 
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suburbs, about one-quarter have 
been in central cities, and less 
than one-fifth have been in non
metropolitan areas. Among older 
homes, 43 percent were in the 
suburbs, one-third were in cen
tral cities, and slightly less than 
one-fourth were in nonmetropoli
tan areas. Along with this shift in 
metropolitan location has come 
a shift in region: more than 7 out 
of 1 O new homes have been built 
in the South and West, compared 
with fewer than 3 out of 5 
older homes. 

New homes differ from older 
homes In the number of rooms 
and In some amenities. 
While the median number of 
rooms in new homes is slightly 

less than in older homes, the 
square footage is 9 percent larg
er in new single-family detached 
houses and mobile homes. 
Some amenities are more preva
lent in new homes: 59 percent 
have two or more bathrooms, 
compared with 27 percent of old
er homes. Air conditioning has 
become much more common: 80 
percent of new homes versus 62 
percent of older homes have air 
conditioning; overwhelmingly, it 
is a central system (72 versus 33 
percent). Most new units (81 per
cent) have a porch, deck, balco
ny, or patio, compared with 73 
percent of older homes, and 44 
percent of new homes had a us
able fireplace (27 percent for old
er homes). However, new homes 

New homes are less llkely to be 
slngle-tamlly detached homes. 
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are less likely to have a sepa
rate dining room: 34 versus 37 
percent. 

Most new homes use a warm
llr furnace as the main source 
of heat. 
While warm- air furnaces remain 
the main choice for home heating 
(53 percent of older homes and 
65 percent of new homes). elec
tric heat pumps have also be
come more popular (3 versus 14 
percent). Other types of heating 
equipment that do not heat the 
whole house, such as room heat
ers and plpeless fUmaces, have 
lost ground. Steam and hot water 
systems are the main source of 
heat in 16 percent of older 
homes. but now appear In only 4 
percent of new homes. 

STATISTICAL. BRIEF 

Electricity Is the builders' fuel 
of choice: over half of newly 
constructed homes used It 11 
the main heating fuel. 
Newly constructed homes are 
more than twice as likely as older 
units (53 versus 21 percent) to 
use electricity for heating. In con
trast, the use of piped gas has 
declined substantially, from one
half of older homes to one-third 
of new ones. (Recent construc
tion data reveal some evidence 
that piped gas usage is again on 
the rise.) The number of new 
homes using fuel oil Is much low
er than that for older homes (4 
versus 14 percent), and the pro
portion of new homes using kero
sene or other liquid fuel, coal or 
coke, or wood as the main heat
ing fuel is also lower compared 

Electricity replaced gas as II Older homes 
the main heating fuel. New homes (built 

in the last 4 years) 
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with that for older homes. The 
proportion of units using bottled 
gas or solar energy is not statisti
cally different between new and 
older homes. 

The data in this brief are drawn 
from the American Housing Sur
vey (AHS), a highly detailed, 
comprehensive set of data col
lected each odd-numbered year. 
The AHS Is sponsored by the De
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development and conducted by 
the Bureau of the Census. 

For Information 
on housing: 
See 

American Housing Survey for the 
United States in 1987, Serles 
H-150-87, December 1989. 
Stock number 003-024-0783-9, 
$27.00. 
For sale by Superintendent of 
Documents. U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. For telephone orders. call 
(202) 783-3238. 

Contact 
Barbara T. Williams 
(301) 763-8551 

For Information on 
Statlstlcal Briefs: 
Contact 
Neil Tillman 
(301) 763-1584 

This brief Is one of a series that 
presents information of cu"ent 
policy Interest. It may Include data 
from businesses, households, or oth· 
er soutees. All statistics are subject 
to sampling varfabillty, as well as de
sign naws, respondent clasSiflcation 
and reporting errors, and data 
processing mistakes. The Census 
Bureau has taken steps to minimize 
errors, and analytical statements 
have been tested and meet statisti
cal standards. However, because of 
methodological differences, caution 
should be exetelsed when compar
ing these data with data from 
other soutees. 
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