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CENSUS GEOGRAPHY —-CONCEPTS AND PRODUCTS

INTRODUCTION

The Census Bureau produces published
and unpublished statistics from its cen-
suses and surveys for States, counties,
cities, etc., and from the decennial cen-
sus, for smaller areas down to the size of
a city block. Some of these geographic
entities are governmental (i.e., legally
defined) units, while others are estab-
lished specifically for statistical purposes.
Preparing for and taking a census also
requires a variety of geographic tools and
products that are heipful to the data user
as well as to the Bureau in activities such
as computerized location-coding, map-
ping, and graphic display.

These tools allow users to interrelate

local and census statistics for a variety .

of planning and administrative purposes.

This Factfinder outlines and illus-
trates some of the Bureau’s geographic
concepts and lists important statistical
and reference products and related geo-
graphic tools available to the data user.
The legend on page 5 tells where to
obtain them and explains the media
symbols.

Most of the definitions and refer-
ences are those used for the 1990
Census of Population and Housing. The
Bureau’s demographic surveys; the 1987
Economic, Agriculture, and Governments
Censuses and their related surveys; and
other statistical programs share much
of the geography above the level of
census tracts. Figure 4 on page 3 sum-
marizes the geographic areas from which

FIGURE 1. CENSUS REGIONS AND DIVISIONS
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data are available from the latest decen-
nial census as well as from other cen-
suses and selected surveys. For cen-
suses earlier than 1987, the reader
should see Factfinder CFF 8 (1985 edi-
tion}). All governmental boundaries are
those reported in effect as of January 1
of the particular census year.
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REPORTING AREAS

A number of relationships, illustrated
in figures 2 and 3, exist among the basic
geographic areas for which the Census
Bureau reports data. Statistical areas are
italicized in the text; all others are gov-
ernmental. In the categories below, the
first parenthetical number following the
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FIGURE 2. BASIC 1990 CENSUS
GEOGRAPHIC HIERARCHY
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Note that places {incorporated and census desig-
nated) and American indian/Alaska Native areas
{AlI/ANA’s) are not shown within the county and
county-subdivision hierarchy because they may
cross those areas’ boundaries. A few decennial
census tables and most electronic data files do
show places within MCD or CCD, in which case
the data pertain only to that part of a place that is
within each MCD/CCD. Similarly, American Indian
areas may be shown in partial records below the
State record, and census tracts/BNA’s below the
MCD/CCD record. Block groups (BG's) are the
lowest-level entities for which the Census Bureau
tabulates sample data; these data also are pro-
vided for the portion of each BG formed by other
boundaries.

area name is the number of these areas in
the United States only. The second num-
ber, if present, represents all areas for
which the agency provides data.

United States. The 50 States and the
District of Columbia. (The Bureau also
collects data for Puerto Rico and sev-
eral “‘outlying areas’' — American Samoa,
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands,
Palau, and the Virgin Islands of the
United States.}

Regions/divisions. The Census Bureau groups
the 50 States and the District of Colum-
bia into four regions, each composed of
two or more divisions, of which there
are nine. {See fig. 1.)

Governmental units. These comprise the
following:

States (50) and statistically equivalent
areas (7): the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, and the outlying areas
{see United States above).

Counties and statistically equivalent areas
{3,141; 3,248). {in the text below,
the word ’‘counties’” also refers to
their statistically equivalent areas.)

Minor civil divisions (MCD’s} of coun-
ties, such as townships {29,450; 30,440};
the Bureau also recognizes sub-MCD's
{145 subbarrios) in Puerto Rico.

Incorporated places, such as cities and
villages {19,300; 19,365).

Consolidated cities (6} combine their
governmental functions with a county
or MCD, but continue to contain gov-
ernmentally active incorporated places
within and asipart of those cities.

American Indian reservations (310, both
Federal and State).

American Indian trust lands (50) include
individual as well as tribal off-reservation
trust lands.

(The last two entities above, together
with the four that follow, are known
collectively as ' American Indian and Alaska
Native areas’” [Al/ANA's].})

Statistical areas. These consist of the
following:

Alaska Native village statistical areas
(217}

Alaska Native regional corporations (12)

Tribal jurisdiction statistical areas (17),
delineated by federally recognized Amer-
ican Indian tribes for 1990 census
data-tabulation purposes, replace the
""Historic Areas of Oklahoma (exclud-
ing urbanized areas)’’ reported in the
1880 census.

Tribal designated statistical areas (19)
were delineated by federally and State-
recognized American Indian tribes out-
side Oklahoma that do not have legally
defined reservations.

County subdivisions (5,904). In 21 States
where MCD’s are not adequate for
reporting subcounty decennial census
statistics, Bureau and local officials

delineated 5,581 census county divi-
sions (CCD’s) for this purpose. This
category also includes 40 census sub-
areas in Alaska and 283 unorganized
territories in 9 other States.

Census designated places (CDP's). These
(4,150; 4,440) are closely settled pop-
ulation centers without legally estab-
lished limits. State and local officials
delineate CDP's following Census Bureau
guidelines.

Special economic urban areas (SEUA’s)
(433) are MCD's treated as the equiv-
alents of places in the economic cen-
suses. Specifically, they are MCD's
with 10,000 or more inhabitants out-
side incorporated places in New England
and several other States.

Census tracts/block numbering areas
(BNA's) are statistical subdivisions of
counties. Census tracts (49,960; 50,660)
average 4,000 inhabitants. Following
Census Bureau guidelines, local com-
mittees delineate them for metropoli-
tan areas and approximately 200 other
counties. State officials and the Bureau
delineate BNA's {11,300; 11,550) for
the purpose of grouping and number-
ing blocks in counties for which cen-
sus tracts have not been established.

Block groups (BG's] are subdivisions of
census tracts and BNA's. BG's com-
prise all blocks with the same first
digit in each census tract/BNA. Data
relate to entire BG's (226,000; 229,000)
and the portion of each BG (350,000;
356,000 tabulated parts) within a higher-
level area. .

Blocks are bounded primarily by streets,
other visible features, and the bound-
aries of governmental units. Blocks

Text continues on page 5.

FIGURE 3. GEOGRAPHIC RELATIONSHIPS

County

Minor Civil Division (MCD) or
Census County Division (CCD)

Jones
township

Block Group (BG)

Census Tract or
Block Numbering Area (BNA)




AGURE 4. GOVERNMENTAL AND STATISTICAL AREAS FOR WHICH VARIOUS CENSUS BUREAU PROGRAMS TABULATE DATA
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"Retail trade, wholesale trade, service industries. 2Annual Survey of Manufactures/Current Industrial Beports (Most CIR's provide U.S.-level data, with some for selected States.) *Wholesale trade only. “Retall trade only. Bincludes
statistically equivalent entities. SE Selected States (12) only. 7Selected States (8) only. 80nly those with 2,500 or more inhabitants.

Printed report (11 Microfiche B Summary tape @ Flaxible diskette ¥ CD-ROM O CENDATA™ R

Geographic coverage and data detail often differ among printed reports, microfiche, and electronic media, and from one type of data (e.g., demographic of economic) to another. See reports of Bureau of the Census Catalog & Guide for

specifications. ‘
The Bureau's periodic County and City Data Book (¢CDB) (1 *EH ¥l @O+ B and State and Metropolitan Area Data Book (11 *EH @ ¥ + B present soclal and economic data from various ‘censuses and current programs, as well as from

non-Census sources. The CCDH contains some statistics down to the place lovel,



SYMBOLS USED ON 1990 CENSUS MAPS

: ' LEGEND

SYMBOL DESCRIPTION SYMBOL NAME STYLE FIPS CODE CENSUS CODE
International ok k ok h ke kx  CANADA
American Indian Reservaiion ZXXZXXXXXZ LR fikloiae Loy

Trust Land XXEXXXXXXX DR {4587

Aleska Native Regional Conporation ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ &

Alaska Nottve Village Statisiioal
Area, Tribal Jurisdiotion

- Statistical Arsa, or Tribal @ L0000 800
Designoated Stotistical Areo

Btate ! yesss s NEW YORK (363
County ! [l ERIE COUNTY 029
Minor Civil Division? e 9Qe RJ}S‘“Q:ZQ ﬁi%i‘ﬁ@?‘
Census County Division [l ] ’ ﬂm‘?‘f&
Incorporated Plooe BB E @54{1@%
Census Designated Place BRey

Voting Distriot® AVAVAVAVTA

Corporate Corridor QOO0O0O0O0OO0

Census Tract .or Block Numbering Arsall

Blook Number (With Asterisk)* 3260
Fishhook® _—

Traot 2130.99
Crew~of-Vssssl Bloak 8012

Nole: An inlernational boundory olse depiots o stale boundery and .o countiy beundary: o stale boundary olse
deplicts ¢ county boundory. The symbols for all other cofncident boundariss ors shown alternstely. he
voling district symbol oltsrnates with all other coinotdenl boundariss.os shown in bthe sxample:

s.gr VAAOT & ARV

FEATURE SYMBOL NAME STYLE
Interstate Highway and Limited Acosss Raad® L — Intersiate B35
Other Highway ? Rte 167
City Street. Other Conneocting Road, or B Morsh Lo

Dirt Rood®

Jesp Trail, Wolkwoy. or Stairway _ _ _ _ _ _ . . Labslla Walk

Rotlrond Y SSUP W SO S,
Ferry Crossing e ERRY
Pipeline or Power Transmission Line L T R
Ridgs. Fence, Canyon. or Other e RIOSE

Physical Feature

Nonvisible Boundary or Other PROPERTY LINE
Feature Not Elsewhere Classified
Perannial Stream, or Shoreline Turbling Creek
of Perennia) Water Body

Intermittent Stream, or Shoreline

Pirey Creek
of Intermittent Woter Body

Large River, Loke, or Pleasant Lake

Other Woter Body

Milttary Instollotion Fort Belvoir

Park (Natsonal, State, or Loocal) Yosemite

Pikes Peak
Mountoin Peak ikes Pe

Inset Arag

Y Blote or Gounty: or their sgquivelent arec for statistioal purposes.

EA five-spoked asterisk following o minor oivil divisioen tndlcates Lhot the minor civil diviston
is ocosxlsnstive with an incorperceted place and hos thse same name.

w

If an ostertsk follows o voting distriol code, then the state portioipont identified ihis
s o true voting district, and the boundory shown on the maep represents thes oolual boundary
of the voling district. If an osterisk doss not follow the voting district code. then the
state partioipant moved the voling district boundary to coinclde with o nearby census blook
boundary (s 1980 oensus progrom requirement for tabulatlon purposes oniy). IT there are no
ssterisks shown within en afnltre county. ifve stole porticipant ohose not to d¢istinguish
bstween the Lwo types of voting distrtcts for thol county.

An csterisk following o blook number tndicalss thot the blook numbsr is repsatsd elsewhsrs
in the blook or is shown purtiolly on on adjoceni mop sheet.

A Fishhook goross u mop feoture or boundary indicotes that Lhe areos on both sides of the
‘ feoiure or boundary beleng to Lhs sams census blook

b A % symbol Indicotes Lhat there was insuffintent spoce to plot o rood nome. Rogd names
in parentheses Indloats that Lhe roed hos more than ons name.



(6.96 million; 7.0 million] are identi-
fied (numbered) in all 50 States, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and
the outlying areas.

Metropolitan areas {MA’s) {established
by the Office of Management and
Budget, following published standards):
A metropolitan statistical area (MSA)
comprises one or more counties con-
taining either a place with at least
50,000 inhabitants, or an urbanized
area and an MA total population of at
least 100,000 {75,000 in New England).
Contiguous counties are included if
they have close social and economic
links with the area’s population nucleus.
{MA's in New England comprise cities
and towns, rather than counties.) There
currently are 267 MSA's, including 4
in Puerto Rico.

A consolidated metropolitan statistical
area (CMSA} (21, including 1 in Puerto
Rico) is'an MSA with a population of 1
million or more that has been divided
into smalier primary metropolitan sta-
tistical areas (PMSA’s}) (73, including
2 in-Puerto Rico) that have close social
and economic links with each other
and with the CMSA’s nucleus.

Urbanized areas (UA’s) (415 E; 425 E)
are delineated by the Census Bureau,
based on published criteria. A UA con-
sists of a central place and the sur-
rounding densely settled territory that
together have a population of 50,000
or more.

Metropolitan/Nonmetropolitan. '‘Metro-
politan’’ includes all territory, popula-
tion, and housing within MA’s; the
remainder is termed ‘‘nonmetropoli-
tan.”

Urban/Rural. ''Urban’’ consists of all
territory, population, and housing in
UA’s and in places {both incorporated
and census designated) of 2,500 or

LEGEND

The following symbols are used in this bro-
chure:

{11 Printed reports on paper
Bl Microfiche
@ Computer tapes
© CD-ROM (compact disc, read-only
memory)
¥ Flexible diskettes
B Maps
L CENDATA™ (on-line service available
from DIALOG, telephone 800/334-2564,
and CompuServe, telephone 800/848-
8199)
GPO —most current reports can be pur-
chased from:
Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, DC 20402
Telephone 202/783-3238,
FAX 202/275-0019
+  Census Bureau—maps, computer tapes,
microfiche, CD-ROM, diskettes, selected
reports, and information about all prod-
ucts:
Customer Services
Bureau of the Census
Washington, DC 20233
Telephone 301/763-4100,
FAX 301/763-4794
Geographers and information specialists in
the Bureau's regional offices can be reached
at the following telephone numbers:

Atlanta 404/347-2274
Boston 617/421-1440
Charlotte 704/521-4400
Chicago 312/353-0980
Dallas 214/767-7105
Denver 303/969-7750
Detroit 313/354-1990
Kansas City 816/891-7562
l.os Angeles 818/892-6684
New York 212/264-4730
Philadelphia 215/597-8313
Seattle 206/728-56314

more inhabitants outside UA’s; the
remainder is termed “‘rural.”’ The urban
and rural classification cuts across the
basic hierarchy; there can be both
urban and rural within both metropol-
itan and nonmetropolitan areas and
their various geographic subdivisions.

FIGURE 5. COUNTY BLOCK MAP SAMPLE
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A few incorporated places contain exten-
sive areas of low population density
and are referred to as “‘extended cit-
ies’’; the extended portion of each is
considered to be rural.

There are other geographic units for
which the 1990 census tabulates data.
Some appear in regular publications and/or
data files. These units include congres-
sional districts (435) and, in many States,
voting districts (147,000, 149,000; some-
times referred to as election precincts or
wards). Data for other units—school dis-
tricts (16,000E), ZIP Codes (40,000E),
and traffic analysis zones (200,000E) —are
available on electronic products only or
by special order. The 1990 census includes
a "User-Defined Areas Program,’’ in which
users may order tabulations based on
their own configurations (neighborhoods,
service areas, etc.) of the standard 1990
census geographic entities. (Details on
request. +)

In addition to the SEUA's mentioned
above, the economic and agriculture cen-
suses variously tabulate data for selected
governmental areas, ZIP Codes, and such
entities as irrigation -and drainage dis-
tricts, water resource regions, and off-
shore areas {(for petroleum). The census
of governments and its related surveys
also deal with ''special districts,”” and
the Bureau’s foreign trade statistics pro-
gram covers customs districts, countries,
and world areas.

GEOGRAPHIC SUPPORT FOR
THE CENSUS

Virtually all uses of small-area data
require maps in order to locate the spe-
cific geographic entities for which the
Census Bureau presents statistics, and
to analyze the spatial and data relation-
ships among them.

For the 1990 census, the Bureau
replaced the maps and related products
it used for 1980. In cooperation with
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), it
created an automated, seamless geo-
graphic data base covering the United
States, Puerto Rico, and the outlying
areas. This base, calied the TIGER (Topo-
logically Integrated Geographic Encod-
ing and Referencing) system, made it
possible to automate geographic sup-
port activities needed for the 1990 and
subsequent censuses and surveys. These
included producing the maps for the
enumeration itself, assigning residen-
tial and employer addresses to their .
geographic locations for data-tabulation
purposes, providing the geographic struc-
ture for tabulating the collected data,
and producing maps for data analysis
and display. From the TIGER system,
the Bureau can plot maps for virtually
any census geographic area at any scale.
Because the data base is partitioned by
county for ease of operations, requests

5



FIGURE 6. COUNTY SUBDIVISION OUTLINE MAP SAMPLE

for some public-use TIGER extract prod-
ucts (described below) must be for spe-
cific counties. Users must have (or obtain
from commercial sources) the software
or computer systems necessary to work
with these extracts. {Lists of vendors
and processors available on request. +)

e TIGER/Line™ files @© + are detailed
public-use extracts for each county in
the United States, Puerto Rico, and
the outlying areas. The final set reflects
all 1990 census geographic -bound-
aries, codes, latitude and longitude
coordinates {to six decimal places),
feature names, and, in the urban cores
of MA's, address ranges and ZIP Codes.

. TIGER/Boundary™ files® O W + com-
prise several different versions of files
that contain the latitude and longitude
coordinate values (to six decimal places}
of the boundaries of various geographic
entities such as States, counties, county
subdivisions, places, AlI/ANA's, cen-
sus tracts/BNA's, and districts of the
103rd Congress. The files' principal
use is for computer mapping.

e TIGER/Census Tract Comparability™
file @8+ compares the 1980 and
1990 census tract codes where their
numbers and/ or boundaries have changed.

e TIGER/DataBase™ @ + (1991) con-
tains, in addition to the TIGER/Line™

N

file data, the computer-readabie link-
ages necessary to define the file's
topological structure. This file con-
forms to the Federal Information Proc-
essing Standards (FIPS) Spatial Data
Transfer Standard requirements.

s TIGER/Census Tract Street Indexes™
D {computer printout) @ O 8l + (1991-
92) allow manual assignment of cen-
sus tract numbers to street addresses
in the 345 largest U.S. urban centers,
and to road segments between inter-
sections by tract or BNA elsewhere.

1990 CENSUS MAPS

e County Block Maps® © + Each county
appears on one or more mapsheets,
depending on the county’s area, shape,
and the density of its road network.
Accordingly, the map scales of adja-
cent counties may differ. The maps
display block numbers, features {roads,
railroads, rivers, lakes, etc.), and fea-
ture identifiers, as well as the bound-
aries, names, and codes of county
subdivisions, places, Al/ANA’s, and
census tracts or BNA’s for which the
Bureau tabulated data. Each county
map consists of one or more ‘parent’’
sheets at a single scale, plus larger-
scale inset sheets for densely settled
areas, where required, and an index

gHALLSVILL

map showing the location of each
parent and inset mapsheet. A sepa-
rate version of these maps displays
voting districts in those counties where
State officials identified them for the
Bureau. {See fig. 5.}

State Metropolitan Area Outline Maps
appear in most 1990 census reports
O* #@ + and are available in a page-
size national set &3 +. The maps show
for each State its counties, MSA's,
CMSA's, and PMSA's, and the loca-
tions of larger places. The scale varies
by State.

County Subdivision Outline Maps show
the names and boundaries of all coun-

ties and their subdivisions (MCD's/CCD's,

sub-MCD's), places, and Al/ANA's for
which 1990 census data were tabu-
lated. Most are single maps by State
at a scale of about 1:500,000 & +;
partitioned into multiple page-size sheets
at various scales with a county locator
index, they appear in several 1980
census report series [N * B +. (See
fig. 6 for illustration.)

American Indian/Alaska Native Area
{AI/ANA} Outline Maps B + depict
the boundaries of each American indian
reservation (including off-reservation
trust lands), tribal jurisdiction statisti-
cal area, tribal designated statistical



area, and Alaska Native village statis-
tical area. The maps also display the
boundaries and names of States, coun-
ties, county subdivisions, and places,
where appropriate. A separate national
version depicts these areas on a 2-page
map of the United States in several
1990 census report series [0 *§8 +.

Census” Tract/Block Numbering Area
Outline Maps B + { (D *) display
census tract or BNA boundaries and
numbers, the features and feature names
underlying these boundaries, and the
names and boundaries of counties,
county subdivisions, places, and Al/ANA’s
for each county. The number and scale
of the mapsheets vary by county; larger-
scale .insets display densely settled
areas. {See fig. 7.)

Voting District Outline Maps 8 + depict
voting district codes and boundaries,
the underlying features and their names,
and the boundaries and names of coun-
ties, county subdivisions, places, and
Al/ANA's for each county where the
State participated in phase 2 of the
1990 Census Redistricting Data Pro-
gram. The number and scale of the
mapsheets vary by county; larger-scale
insets display densely settled areas.
(See fig. 8.) ‘

Metropolitan Areas of the United States
A 2-page U.S. map showing State,
county, and MA boundaries and MA
names (0% ©E +.

Urbanized Areas of the United States
A 2-page U.S. map with State, county,
and UA boundaries and UA names
m* 5+,

Urbanized Area (UA) Outline Maps
A page-size, UA-based map series that

displays State, county, county subdi-
vision, place, and Al/ANA boundaries
and names, in addition to each UA’s
extent[D * B + . Full-sizemaps(36''x42"")
B + also display and label features
coincident with the UA boundary.
Congressional District Outline Maps — 103rd
Congress appear in 1990 census reports
(CPH-4} and the Congressional Dis-
trict Atlas [* @ +. A map for each
State shows the relationship of con-
gressional districts of the 103rd Con-
gress (1993-1995) to counties. Insets
show. detail for counties that contain
more than one district. Map scales
vary.

GE-50 and GE-70 Map Series B +.

These maps of the United States and '

its possessions display the Nation's
counties onmaps at scales.of 1:5,000,000
(1 inch=78.9 miles) and1:7,500,000
(1 -inch=118.4 miles), respectively.

" Some are color-shaded or dot-distribution

maps of demographic and economic
census data. The GE-50 series includes
maps showing MA’s, congressional
districts, and counties and statistically
equivalent areas.

REFERENCE PRODUCTS

1990 CPH-R-5, Geographic Identifica-

tion Code Scheme (GICS)D * B8 ® +.
An index of names of selected geo-
graphic units and their related 1990
census and FIPS codes, which corre-
spond to the 1990 census summary
tape files {STF’s; see below} and other
files:

TIGER/Congressional District Equiva-
lency™ file @ + {1993) records cor-
respondence between districts of the

103rd Congress and the geographic
areas of the 1990 census.

Boundary and Annexation Survey, 1980—
1989 @ + (1991) presents boundary
change information for incorporated
places; identifies all new entities, con-
solidations and mergers, disincorpora-
tions, and other selected actions for
counties, MCD's, and incorporated places;
and reports both land area and change
in land area during the decade for
municipalities.

Geographic Areas Reference Manual
M+ (1991-92) was developed by the
Census Bureau as a guide ‘for local
census statistical areas committees
and other agencies and groups work-
ing with the Bureau to maintain and
improve the geographic .areas, con-
cepts, and methods used for data pre-
sentation in the decennial, economic;
and agriculture censuses.

1990 Census Planning Conference Series
D + Nos. 6 and 11 cover proceedings

- thatreviewed geographic issues perti-

nentto:both the 1980 and 1990 Decen-
nial Censuses.
EC87-R-1, Geographic Reference Man-

-~ ual (AEE@+. A code set for geo-

graphic units for- which the Bureau
tabulated data in the 1987 Economic
Censuses.

1987 Economic Censuses City Refer-
ence File ® + lists post office names
(with spelling variations), State abbre-
viations, and ZIP Codes, with their
associated State, MA, county, and
place codes for incorporated places
with 2,500 or more inhabitants, CDP’s
with 25,000 popuiation or more, and
SEUA's. Provides the capability of assign-
ing geographic codes used in the 1987

FIGURE 7. CENSUS TRACT/BLOCK NUMBERING AREA OUTLINE MAP SAMPLE
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Economic Censuses to records con-
taining ZIP Codes, post office names,
and State abbreviations.

s Area Measurements of the United States
O+ (1991} reports land area and
inland water area; in square miles and
square - kilometers, for States, coun-
ties, county subdivisions, places, and
Al/ANA’s for which 1990 census data
were tabulated. Tables include 1990
census population totals and popula-
tion per square mile/kilometer of land
area.

e AC87-S-1, Agricultural Atlas of the
United States [ * contains a series of
dot- and ‘multicolor-pattern maps illus-
trating major items from the 1987
Census of Agriculture.

o 1990 Census Summary Tape Files (STF's}
@, some EE O + and £ (1991-1993)
identify -the geographic components
of ‘each State, the District-of :Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico, and each outlying
area by code {census and FIPS where
applicable} and name, - with population
and housing characteristics for every
component, some to the block or block-
group level. Records include area mea-
surements and geographic coordinates
of “‘internal points.”’

OTHER REFERENCE SOURCES

A number of brochures [ (free + ) intro-
duce the 1990 census and its geogra-
phy: Introduction to 1990 Census Prod-
ucts, Census ’90 Basics, Census

e
o |

ABC's — Applications in Business and Com-

munity, TIGER: The Coast-to-Coast Dig-
ital Map Data Base, and 1990 Census of
Population and Housing Tabulation and
Publication Program are nontechnical re-
views. {A more technical booklet on machine-
readable products is planned.) Strength
in Numbers: Your Guide to 1990 Census
Redistricting is comprehensive. Other use-
ful materials are:

e 1990 Census of Population and Hous-
ing: Guide, series CPH-R-1D* {1991)
details data collection, subject scope,
data limitations, census geography,
publication contents and media, refer-
ence sources, glossary of terms, etc.

e  Monthly Product Announcement [} +
{free) R lists every new report, com-
puter tape, map, CD-ROM, etc., with
price and ordering information.

e ‘Census and You [1* {subscription;
sample copy-free + ). This monthly news-
letter for data users discusses activi-
ties and new products and services as
they become available. Occasional arti-
cles highlight important features and/or
uses of particular geographic entities
and their related statistics.

e Census Catalog & Guide [(D* is an
annual publication describing all Cen-
sus Bureau products, with complete
ordering information. Appendixes include
addresses and telephone numbers for
other information sources such as those
described below.

'%:% B

o
-
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[
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About 1,500 Federal and Census - depos-
itory libraries across the country have
Bureau products in various media. There
are State Data Centers in all States, the
District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico,
and the U.S. Virgin islands; Business and
Industry Data. Centers in a number of
States; several National Services Infor-
mation Center networks serving minority
nonprofit organizations; and private and
public organizations, registered with the
Bureau’s National Clearinghouse for Cen-
sus Data Services and located through-
out the country, that are able to provide
tape copies, software, and related ser-
vices to their customers. (Lists onrequest. +)

The Census.Bureau's 12 regional offices
have geographers. and information spe-
cialists available to assist users, and Bureau

~headquarters-has.customer services staff

and subject specialists who can answer
questions about census and survey data,
(See legend box on p. 5; telephone con-
tact list on request. +)

Conceptual and definitional informa-
tion about census geography is available
from—

Geographic Assistance Staff

Geography Division

Bureau of the Census

Washington, DC 20233

Telephone 301/763-5720,

FAX 301/763-4749




