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Homeownership in the 1980’s

During the last decade, the Na-
tion witnessed a decline in home-
ownership rates, the first such
decline since the 1930’s. The
1989 U.S. homeownership rate
was 64 percent; in 1980, 66 per-
cent owned their own homes.
This brief uses findings from the
Current Population Survey/Hous-
ing Vacancy Survey (CPS/HVS) to
study this decline. Homeowner-
ship data by State became avail-
able in 1984 from the CPS/HVS.
Metropolitan area data became
available beginning in 1986.
Homeownership data by age of
householder became available

in 1982.

consistently lower than the
national rate.

Homeownership rates declined
in 16 States from 1984 to 1989
and increased in 10 others.

The 1989 homeownership rate
ranged from 52 percent in New
York to 75 percent in West
Virginia. Below are the changes
between 1984 and 1989:

= Northeast: New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvania,
and Vermont had higher
rates than those recorded in
1984. Massachusetts was the

only State in the Northeast
which experienced a decline
in homeownership.

Midwest: 7 of the 12 States
saw a significant decline in
homeownership. Of these 7
States, 6 were located in the
West North Central division —
Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North Dakota, and
South Dakota. The seventh
was Indiana. Ohio and Wis-
consin were the only States in
the Midwest where homeown-
ership rates rose.

The trend in home-
ownership patterns
differed by region.

The 1989 homeowner-
ship rate in the North-
east was higher than
in 1980, while the
rates in the Midwest,
South, and West were
lower than corre-
sponding 1980 rates.
From 1980 through
1989, rates in the
South and Midwest
were higher than the
national rate, while
rates in the Northeast
and West were
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Changes in Homeownership for the 50 States: 1984 to 1989
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1989 nomeownershl

[ rates are significantly
higher than 1984 rates

signlificantly lower than 1984 rates

SN 1989 homeownership rates are

1 No significant change in homeownership
from 1984 to 1989
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s South: Alabama, Florida,
Kentucky, Louisiana, and
Maryland experienced a de-
cline in homeownership.

Each of the three States which
showed an increase were in
the South Atlantic Division
(South Carolina, Virginia, and
West Virginia).

= West: Homeownership
rates in Colorado, New
Mexico, and Nevada de-
clined. Only Hawaii recorded
a significant increase.

Homeownership rates varied in
metro areas.

In 1989, homeownership rates in
the 61 largest MSA'’s ranged from
34 percent in the New York, NY
MSA to 77 percent in the
Monmouth-Ocean, NJ MSA and
the Nassau-Suffolk, NY MSA.

Homeownership rates in 5 of the
10 largest MSA’s were higher in
1989 than in 1986: New York, NY;
Philadelphia, PA; Detroit, MI;
Washington, DC-MD-VA; and
Atlanta, GA.

Overall decline in home-
ownership mainly resulted
from decline in homeownership
for nonmarried-couple family
households.

Homeownership for households
classified as nonmarried-couple
families declined from 50 percent
in 1982 to 47 percent in 1989.
Also contributing to the overall
decline in homeownership was a
larger increase in nonfamily
households compared to family
households during the period. A
smaller proportion of nonfamily
households own homes than do
family households, so a faster in-
crease for them lowers the over-
all rate.

Homeownership rates for
householders under 35 years
old were lower.

The national homeownership rate
for householders under 35 de-
creased or remained about the
same from one year to the next

from 1982 to 1989. Unlike the
rest of the country, the homeown-
ership rate in the Northeast for
householders under 35 years old
increased from 1982 to 1989. In
1982, the homeownership rate for
householders under 35 years old
was 43 percent in the South and
37 percent in the Northeast; by
1989 the rates in the two regions
were approximately the same:

41 percent. Homeownership
rates for householders under 35
fell 3 percentage points in the
Midwest and fell 4 percentage
points in the West from 1982

to 1989.

For information on home-
ownership:

See

Homeownership Trends in the
1980’s, Current Housing Reports,
Series H-121/90, No. 2. This
publication is for sale for $1.50
by Customer Services at the Cen-
sus Bureau. Use (301)763-4100
for telephone orders.

Contact
Robert Callis
(301)763-8165

For information on Statistical
Briefs:

Contact
Robert Bernstein
(301)763-1584

This brief is one of a series that
presents information of current
policy interest. It may include
data from businesses, house-

holds, or other sources. All statis-

tics are subject to sampling vari-
ability as well as survey design
flaws, respondent classification
and reporting errors, and data
processing mistakes. The Cen-
Sus Bureau has taken steps to
minimize errors, and analytical
Statements have been tested and
meet statistical standards. How-
ever, because of methodological
differences, caution should be
used when comparing these data
with data from other sources.
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