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LETTER

FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

TRANSMITTING

The Mortality Statistics of the Seventl Census, prepared by the Superin-
tendent of the Census, i compliance with the resolution of the House
of Representatives of December 13, 1854.

DeceEmser 13, 1854,

¢ Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the moembers of the present House of Rep-
resentatives, fifteen thousand copies of that portion of the returns of the Seventh Census
which relates to the Mortality Statisties of the Inited States, to be arranged by the Superinten-
dent of the Census: Provided, The same shall be printed in royal octavo form, and not to
exceed three hundred pages.”’

DEPARIMENT oF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, November 23, 1855.

Sir: I herewith transmit to you the Mortality Statistics of the
Seventll Census, as arranged by the Superintendent of the Census,
under the resolution of the House of the 13th December, 1854.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. McCLELLAND,

Secretary.
To Jomx W. Forney,

Clerk of the House of Representatives.
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Cexsus Orricr, November 207 855,

Sr: I stated in my last official report that the mortality-statistics
of the Census were nearly ready for publication, and subsequently, at
the instance of a committee of Congress, estimated that four or five
months would e necessary for their completion in the shape in which
they were required by that body. ‘

The appropriation was made on the 4th of March, You will,
therefore, perceive that a delay of several months more than was an-
ticipated has cccurred, for which I assign as reasons—{irst, the utter §
impossibility of estimating very closely where such an amount and
kind of material are involved ; second, the peculiar experience required, |
limiting necessarily the clerical foree; third, the state of my own |
health, impaired by long, close, and arduous labors upon the Quarto
and Compendium, putting it out of the question for me, during several
months, to exercise any personal supervision of the work My anxiety
to see the volume completed has not been surpassed by your own, and
to the extent of that anxiety I bear cheerful testimony.

To embrace the whole material within the compass of three
hundred pages, exclusively of titles, required any constant superin-
tendence of the press up to the present moment, and it is but fair
to add, in this connexion, that the reading of proof was left en-
tirely to the printers, the means at my disposal being inadequate to the
employment. of special readers, (as was done upon the tables of the
Compendium,) familiar with statistics, and responsible to the office for
their accuracy. '

The calculations for the work were all made under my direction
by persons approved for their capacity, who have been employed in
the office from almost its first organization. This is the guaranty
I have for their correctness; for I could not incur the expense of those
frequent revisions by different sets of persons, resorted to in the re-
port of last year, and it was plainly impossible. for me to make them :
myself,

I believe the errors, however, will not be found more numerous nor
important than are to be met with in statistical works generally; and
although I know that the work is very incomplete, from the original
deficiencies of the returns, and have so stated it in the introductory
chapter, T am yet assured that its publication will subserve many and
valuable purposes. - ,

The Census Office, which was revived by the act calling for this
report is, by its completion, again dissolved, and my duties as Super-
intendent of the Census, under your reappointment, are at end. I
have endeavored to fulfill the trust faithfully and energetically, and,
under all the circumstances, to secure the best results,

With high regard, your obedient servant, ‘

J. D. B. DE BOW.
To Hon. R. McCrerraxo, Secretary of the Interior,
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