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Mining, including Quarrying, Oil-boring, and Peat-cutting—1870.
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[Continued from page 885.]

to 34 per cent., as in 1870, may fairly be claimed, as a marked success. Bat, to effect

this object, au amount of clerical labor has been expended which has been simply
enormous. Tens of thousands of letters from the Census Office were required to obtain

the material for complete and comparative statements of production for the trades and
branches of industry which are embraced in Table CHI of this Compendium.
The fatal defect of the " general blank' 7 in this particular is, that each proprietor of

establishment is left to till out the columns, "kinds," " quantities," "values," twice—
once for materials and once for products— according to his own judgment or inclina-

tion.

He has no idea how much particularity is desired, or,how fully his neighbors and
rivals in business will report their operations. If he really wishes to comply with the

intentions of the law, he is at a loss to decide as to the best method of classifying- the

materials and products of his industry. The determination of this question, which
is a matter for careful consideration by the best-informed statisticians, is thrown by
turns upon each one of 250,000 manufacturers. No reasonable number of precise and
specific questions could cause one-half the trouble which is involved in filling these
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Table CV.

—

The Statistics of Fisheries, exclusive of the Whale Fishery— 1870.
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six columns of the general schedule of manufactures. A similar difficulty, though not
proceeding to the same degree, is found in the return of power and machinery upon
the general schedule.
The result of all this is, that some manufacturers, out of conscientiousness, or from a

real interest in securing a complete and correct census of their industry, will make
their answers even more full and explicit than is necessary ; while others will x>ut in

as little as possible, disregarding, perhaps, the plainest and most natural divisions be-
tween the classes of products and materials. Each man's inclinations are thus made
the measure of his duty, and uniformity of practice becomes impossible. Where there
is no uniformity of practice, there can be no comparison and no tabulation of results.

The alternative presented to the Census Office by returns of industry so irregular and
confused, is either to drop the whole and accept the failure of the effort to obtain
specific information of the highest economical and social value, or else, by a most ex-
tensive, laborious, and thankless correspondence, to elicit the information which would
have been given as a matter of course, and without extra trouble to any one, on sched-
ules specially adapted to the industries in the enumeration of which they wrere to be
used.
For all this uncertainty, vexation, and confusion to enumerator, enumerated, and

compiler, the special schedule offers a clear and easy remedy, substituting for the diverse
judgments and inclinations of a thousand manufacturers a single straight rule by which
all can govern themselves, knowing that they are doing all that will be required 01

them ; a rule, too, which, by making compilation a mere work of transcription, would
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save tea or twenty times more in clerical service than the trifling additional cost of

printing involved.

For the treatment of the following topics affecting the Tables of Manufactures, see
quarto Volume III, (Wealth and Industry,) Ninth Census :
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