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BLIND, DEAF AND DUMB, INSANE, AND IDIOTIC.

NoTr—In Tables X, XII, XIV, XVI, and XVIIT the seyeral classos of unforbunates appoar in the numbers in which they sre found
by (he assistant mashals in cach State and Torvitory ab the date of enmmeration. Tables XI, XTI, XV, and XVII exhibib the numbers of

each elass born in cneh Stato and Territory wherever residing at the datoe of enumeration,
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TABLES X 10 XIX.

It is held by many persons conversant with the gpecial subject, that the returns of the census in respect to tho
blind and the deaf and dumb, and also, in a higher degree, to the insane aid the idiotie, ave always, and necessarily,
considerably below the fact. T, B. Sanborn, Bsq., of Massachusetts, late sceretary of the board of charities for that
commonywealth, has advanced the 0]‘_)1111011 that the numbers reported in the census, Dbe it State or N atu)ndl ravely
embrace more than sixty or .seventy per cont, of their respectivo classes,

The Superintendent certainly can ¢laim not to be bigoted in his defense of the accuracy of the census as taken
under existing laws, nor does he desiro to exhibit a disposition to close, were it iy his power, the diseussion of this
qudsvioh by a dogmatic denial of the charge of large omissions in the returns of the Afilicted Classes of our population

“ab the census, ‘ J

It is fair to say, however, that thée opinion referred to would appear to have been formed, in advance of anything
like a general and systematic investigation, from dmpressions derived from ecasual observation or partial inquiry,
and therefore to have hardly authority enough to withstand positive official statements.

“Up to the time the folloiving tables were sent to press, the sole attempt, known to the Superintendent, which
had been made to supply absolute data by which to test the results of the census in this particular, was in Massa-
chusetts, where a list, bearing a somewhat indefinite date, but formed between the State ceusus of 1865 and the
Federal census of . 1870, had been prepared, of the deat and dumb of the commonwenlth,

This list contains an aggregate of 821 names. Examination, however, shows that while, for two or three years,
names were added, from time to time, to complete it, only 18 names were, during fthat time, stricken from the
roll, as lost by death or by removal from the State. Of course, among so large a number as 821, the cusnalties for
such a period could not but have been far more numerous. It would certainly be fair to agsume o raté of mortality
among the Afflicted Classes not below that of the community generdlly, after excluding infants of an age too carly
to allow sueh infirmities as ave being considered to become developed and recognized.

Still farther seratiny of the list shows that the actual statement of the individual ease in no small proportion
of ingtances fails to Lear out the title of the list itself. Thus, of the total of 821 persons, only 692 are distinetly
and in terms put down as ¢ deaf and dumb,” while 41 -appear as dumb,” 14 as ¢ mute 713 ag ¢ deaf)” and 1 simply
a8 “idiotic,” .

The Superintendent does not take the re spmmblllty of saying that nous of the persons reported as “mute” or
ag ¢ dumb,” or even of the larger number reported under the more questionable title of ¢ deal,” were not deaf-
mutes or deaf and ‘dumb; but it iy certainly fair to demand, in a list preparved solely with a view to this single
sonsideration, something like accuracy of definition ; and if accuracy of definition cannot be attained in so simple
a matter, what reason to expect aceuracy of description ?

But the reductions above indicated are not the only ones to which this lst must Le subjected before it ean
faitly be put in comparison with the census returns of Massachusetts for 1860 and 1870. From entries in red ink,
it appears that 117 names were added to the list, on account of the deaf and dumb of Massachusetts; found in 1867
among the inmates of the qsvlum for the deaf and dumb at Hartford, Connecticut. But by the census law the pupils
of the Hartford asylum are requived to be returned on the schedules for Connecticut, as having their ¢ usual place of
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abode? therein j and, as a matter of fact, 118 persons, deaf and dumb, born in Massachusetts, were returned by
the proper assistant marshal of Hartford, on the 1st of June, 1870, and will be found in the following tables, I,
therefore, the 117, added as above to the Massachusetts list, be subtracted from the total number who were
distiuetly and in terms reported to the State board of charities as ¢ deaf and dumb,” we shall have but 575 who
were, at any date that may be taken as the date of the list, whether 1866, 1867, or 1868, fairly subject to enumer:
tion within the State of Massachuasetts, according 'to the conditions of the census law. The number returned l)y
the assistant marsghals to the Census Office, on the 1st of June, 1870, was 538. The difference would bo easily
accounted for by the failure, already indicated, to follow up on the Stato list the changes {from death or removalj
and were this eause not su[‘lwwnt it would neither Le an wnfair nor o violent assumption that a list l]ms prepared
by piecemeal, and exhibiting 50 much, looseness both of definition and construction, might contain other nnportdnt
errorg whiel would need to be corrected before the positive count of the census could bo discredited thmugh its
instrumentality. . .

Sinee the following tables were sent to press, this office has received, by favor of the seeretary of the Illinois
State board of (haruws, the lists, prepared for or by that board, of the insane and the idiotic of that State. Tho
list of idiotic has not been examined tor the 1)urpos(,s of these remarks; but the list of insane has been subjected to
a caveful comparison with the returns of the censds, name by name. Tlxls comparison exhibits such an utter waub
of correspondenee, at nearly every pomt, as not only renders c1‘1t,1(,15m impossible, but is, in itself, wholly inexplieable,
The list of the Loard of charities containg 2,376 names, Bighty-cight might be deducted on varvious accounts:
duplication, 41, death, 14, recovery of reason, 381, and removal from the State, 2 In addition to the above,
6 are characterized as “idiotie,” 32 ave indicated by remarks as ¢ probably recovered,” “friends feel hopeful,” &e.,
and 24 are marked ¢ declined,” which word is supposed to refer to the action of those in charge of asylums and to
justify a doubt as to the fact 01‘ insanify. Butafter all reasonableallowanee on these accounts, there would probably
1‘emmn houmthmg like 2,250 insane persons in Illinois, by the count of the State board of charities, Only 1,621
insane persons were returned by the assistant marshals in the c‘naus, leaving the difference unaccounted for.
Upon the mere statement of sucle o difference, it might reasonably be assamed that the assistant marshals ol Illimois
had failed to properly characterize, as insane, persons otherwise reported upon their schedules, But a eritical
examination of the two lists and a eomparison of names dispose of this dssumption and leave the difference wholly
inexplieable, except upon the ground of radieal and total vice in one or the other of the two lists.being compared,
Out of the total number of 2,376 names on the Stato list and 1,621 names on the census list, only 721 ave found to bo
common to the two lists. Thus the State list containg 1,655 names which are not on the censuy, while the census
containg 900 names, which are not upon the State list. In the view of such monstrous discrepancies, it would boe
reasonable to asswne that, iuasmneh as the returns of the census are made by sworn ofticials visiting cach house
and fawmily by turn, while the list of the State board of charities would appear to have been made up by no class
of offficialy, and even by no distinet class of Dersons, the hoard must have been imposed upon, either through
negligence or design on the part of its (()1‘1‘(‘\1)()11(10[)11“% ’l‘hm, whicl would appear to be the natural presumpltion
upon the first statement of smch diserepancies, is confirmed and renderved almost certain by the 1'esult~; of a carelul
gearch which hag been instituted with a view to ascertaining whether the names of persons appearing on the State
list as “insane” but not returned as such by assistant marshals, are to be found at all, in any connectton, upon the
schedules of the census, which, it should e stated, purport to present the name and personal description of
every man, womann, and child in the community. Three hundred and ninety- pine names thus borne upon the
State list as * insane,” belonging to one hundred and twenty-three towns and cities, were songht for Lluounhuub the
entive body of the returns of their respective towns, covering a population of about half a million. Of this number
only forty-five were found repor vd, as of any condition, on the schedules ; and, in a considerable proportion of cases,
no family of the same surname was found within the towinto which the Sta.te list assigned the person for whose
name search was made, "

When, in contrast to facts like the above, it is stated that the census as an ageney, whether State or Nationa, is
always steadily consistent with itself in respect to the numbers of the Afflicted Ulasses, never dup'n'tnm‘ {ar from the
ratios exhibited in the following tables, it must, the Superintendent thinks, bo admitted that the figures of the
census are entitled to full eredence, until impeached by evidence more carefully and systematically gathered than
any yet presented.
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- Cuses.  Persons. || ' ‘Cages.  Teraons.
() Number who ave simply blind ...... 20, 026 20,026 || Number who are simply deaf and dumb.ceoeeeennneanns 15, 802 15,892
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(5) Number who ave Dlind, deaf and dumb, a insono. T T [0 (T () TP 114
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.[NU'I‘Ic.-—a‘V, ‘White; B8, Bluck; B, Mualatto; €, Chinoso; X, Indion.]
INSANE, porie,
STATES ; ” R -
AND *:45 Totnl, w. B, K. €. X, - Total. w. B, ‘BE. LeR t I.
. TLERRITORIES. kg SRR [ NU— . &
. ' ol AL | o | o sl an] e an e ae e | 8 o | | |
” ',l‘.(ilul Tniled States. . e lH‘«‘Ifl 102303 {17124 L4ws (10082 1RGTL (8760
" Lotul Statos .ooaonn. J6836 |[TTRL0 (1025 17045 Lpm0G | Bogy {12518 8705
p
Alabamn. .ove eremmerees i) QG| RO | 240 418 | G03 | W36 | 180
Avkansas .. #.o.oeeenna 161 k] 83 ({4 181 | 108 ] 144§ 78
Californin. covoiinaiennnns 1146 § 835 |, 310 | 789 50 4l a8 W
Conneetioud . cavevn oaens SR |l o356 | 410 | 940 108 150 | 180 | 148
DOLUWIIO < aemeeeenemnnans eill el e0| M wl s0| e8| 9
B 3 11 (L o) 15 14 10 i) 43 3 90 RPN RN
Groorgli...... creeeneeeasdd G| 80D | 8251 253 498 [ 083 end lga3 | 185 140 DAL,
ITHNOIS ceeen commn nenen 1696 || 704 | 83z | f00 et | a0 ol (e | v 8] 8| el
Indimnn e eeciianaenann. 1504 T | TH6 | T 0 BT | TES | BGL 2 S 3] d)eidameddiead]enns
TOWR vuusunvarannensseen] TR 378 ] 364 | 378 Y RPN P N . TR A T (10 T\ 2 PP PPN PR RPN TR SR PP PP
Tanss vovenevoncanvans P O I 14 [T 153 (TR T8 PR DR U PPN FPUPON PR S | B (11 [¢7) 43 o0 89 4 d1...4 8 EEE CETH PO 1
Kontueky.eeeevuaniannn o 1dh G2l 573 | e sis 406 40 @] sy o | 47l ] a0 ] 807 | 100 6O | R4 | 1 looni]eani]onni]enes
Louislann.voeeeeeiaennn. ant ] @m0 ] et b 18] s 4y |65 B AL . dean e eendl RO (] 285 Q0L 07| 42} T B I0 [ I kL.l feaaifeelen
Maino ..ooeennnnnnn Cenaen 7o 550 S 1 T T 0 DAY D AR R DR IO IR PO | I 3} GYLoanT | 30| Ry ) S P
Maryland.......... U T8 FTEE S T BT O B XY W T < T U I O PO N PO I .4 a4 | o] 0 i CUN SO0 1 PR (O UM
Massaclingotts . .ooaae. . RIHEUN I H R O R HH N R T A N JRFIY POV RN S| i | R D dAN0 | ouRE K 91 1 ) U R PRV PN
Michigun ... .' ............ nid 376 | s Wil Ly B4 [ B] B S (R I Y I IR U3 N I 11 3 Qloooq- V...
Minnosolts . oeeeeiannnn g llo1e8 | B I ) 3. % PP T U R I 11 AT N < R [ 18 PSRN ORI RPN R PPN RN F T
Alississippl oveennenenn. efi | ] ter o T Ll . s |l wos ] odeo ] tws] w ] e wslas| o] bl ad
Migsourd . ..oovoiiiiaoon 13 Gl0 [ 647 | 600 | 618 | o |97 ] ® | 2 R R | B i) A0 W[ B0 ) B Rt} 1 U 5 20 R O U D e
" Nebrankn coveviciiiannnn, i) 17 11 17 oo, N P 1 [t} m [ (I P (R PR PR F I T P
. Novwla o8 111 1 | PPN R PO PO PO PO UV P | I 1 T IS N I U PO OO
New Hampshivo ....... R T S R V0 R < 1 N 1 -1 PO PN DUV DRV DU SO SO POt | B i | I 123 B DY S - O £ FETIN TP
Now JOr0y eeeennnneans M8 (| 407 | BLL | 401 [ 300 | G| AL | oenfeenileni|oen foenn] ounfl 480 (| 830 [ 180 | 240 ) 171 8 8 s‘sﬁ‘ 0 PR PR PR PN
NOW VOrK «ennenneneen .| 8353 || 2707 | 9040 | 9678 | a505 [ 98 F 50 L. )oou]onan]oen] 3] 0 f| 948G || 1387 | 1000 | 1370 {1083 7 A5 | 1] L heenideeer]eand]een.
North Cavoling ..........0 79| 280 | 390 | 335 FIE R I I B N PR Y PR P o1 658 | 418 S5 R00 | 108 | 180 |20 12 [oafe s Wfeeedfiadd]
ONIO v nevenmsnnmanennnnnad| 3414 || 1012 | 1809 | 1584 | 1757 | 84 | 41 A1 4 oo waifeaedena ] 0838 1 1345 | 000 [ 1200 1 072 P G I O S | (S RO PO N
OUOZON. teaeneveanenransad] 122 83 39 78 381 L 1] 8] 2 [cani]eans]onas 55 30 10 5| 10 [eevcsafoennas] 1 Jeasifocc]iansfonacfenes
Ponnsylvania ..ol 9805 || 1044 | 1951 | 1904 | 1006 | 87 | 88 | B[ 7 .e.dieiifoue foan.l] GR50 [ 1055 | 805 | 1830 | 877 1 K3 I 2 A PIUY FR F s
Rhode Toland ovvvueennn. FYE TR Y A T 4 W N % (4 PR O PO PP PRI FOPRP PR PONPOY | & 0 47 78 40 § Lloovafonaefonsdfonarfeanianas
Sounth Caroling...... peead 3 W sl ot e oo 2 4 ... |oeafee-dianf] 4G5 270 | 180 ] 174 | 11 08 GB1 T | T otfeani]seaifonns
TONIONROO oo ienn.s gas |l 450 | 475 ] 402 ] 44 j 4364 ) b g T loweifeaci]eansteass] 1001 624 ] 467 | 409 | 363 ) 186 F2 11 I e €70 PR (RO DR IR
TOXAR e ireivsnarennnen. ain 10 [ 40 ] wriela 4| 2. RPN PR | R 411 Q01| 1060 | 180 03| 100 S lAL IR el 8
YVermontb, ...... e Tl G50 | 8vL ] 38| 87l R A RO RS RO DRSS DOMPON | Y 1 a13 b Bl e | e ... [N
Virginin .. 1123 U5 | 630 | 475 | 303 | 99 il"l FIVRE (AR RPN R N PO B B 1] GOl ] 4] 498 | 280 | 0| LUL | L [ 28 eedee e,
West Virginin........... Wb oum|oare | 1R 178 8 Jeaodfl AT e8] 160 | @nd | 161 0 B 3| Q| feer .
Wiseongin 30 BT T I T S R 560 RE I I U I O B+ PR BN [N RO R RN T N PN
' Total Cervitorios ....| H0G || dos |»188 | 3w | 108 | 20 | 14 1] Q... 132 kil i 3 ] ’ 45 41 41 8]0 .
Arizong..eeeiiisiinnnanos 1 | 1 TR REET O
Jolorado crveeees 12 7
. Dakobty cvvvnvnnn.. 3 1 .
Distrlot of Columbia 2700 341 L8R o
Tdabo...... 1 | I S )
Montana. ... 9 1 ..
Now Mesico.. Joa0 8| a2 JRS PR PR I
]? Ttah cocevancannnn. 4] 10 15 . N
' Washington Jom 17 . RN
Wyoming....... [ I RPN FUUUHPU I SN i B JRR IR R i . ; RN U AP PRV PPN (NP
. Cases.  Parsons. Coses,  Porsons.
: Numbor who are simply 08an6. oo coveenrnennn... ... 37,201 87,901 Number who are simply JoHe. ..o vevernsereen oo 24 271 &, 211
i Nuber who ave ingane and also includod in (3)) (5,) Nnmber who ao idiotle, and also ineluded in (4,) (4,) '
k and () ceeenniinnn. TR R PUNPOO 1 R a0 (B) »eeniiannnnnianan- [ heesaeerasar s 266 e
) Making tho total nndor tho hoad of © insnno"...._:'i-‘;,—zl?l; 7, 201 © Making the total under the head of “idiotie”.... w ___24, a7l
’ A e p—— . Total of all lnsses. . ... e nanaan veereeene 08,484 o
Tho difforonce of 511 is theeefore accountod for as follows: . "
Porsons, Repetitions.
Numbaer twico included .. 175 475
Number threo times inclu _.,_._]f._ _____E__
L Total eoeeiiinn ot . a1

»




	Table of Contents



