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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 

DEPAWl'MEN'.l' OF GOMMEHCE AND LABOR, 
BUREAU OI•' '.l'HT~ CENSUS, 

lVnshington, D. 0., 1l1ay 20, 1.907. 

I. lrnVl\ the honor to tninsmit herewith a report on Women nt "Work, presenting statisties of the women Hi 
yonrs of nge nrnl over roporte<l nt the Twelfth Census ns l~aving ii gainful oecupntion. This roport wns prepared 
urnl<H' Llw surwrvision of Dr .• Toseph A. Hill, chief of the division of revision and results. It is bnse<l mainly 
upon unpuhfo;hml dnLti compilo<l from the Census sehedulos, and its preparation wns mulertnk:on in the belief 
tlrnt these du.tit, alren<ly in the possession of the Census O'Hice nn<l only piirLinJly exploited in the provious 
C\~mnu; reports, contained information· of grenJ, importmrne, which could be secured in ec1trnl eompleteness 
only t.hrnugh 1111otl10r census covering the entire population of the United States. 

'I'lw importmwe of the subject with which the report denls lrns been emphttsized in the mmunl messages 
of the Presi<leut of the United Rtiites and also hy !'he pnssnge 1Lt the recent sossiou of Congress of: m1 ttct 
providing for IL s1weial iuvostig11tion of tho industrial, sociuJ, moml, cduc11tional, imd physical condition of 
wonwn 11wl child workers in t.he United States. It w11s evid<<nt, howoVl'r,' that the scope of this proposed 
invpsLig11tion would ho <1uite llistiuct from tlrnt oi\ the stat.isticitl irn1uiries conducted by the Census. Among 
tlw topic•s to hl\ eoven\<l h:r that investig11tion t.he net ref:errerl to s1mciflt\S the hours ol' 111bor, term of mnploymunt, 
lwalih, s1rnit11ry and other conditions smTomuling the occupations in whieh tho wonwn nnd (•.hild vvorkors iu·e 
e11g11ge<l, nrnl Llw nwn.ns t~mployed for Uw 1n·ott1etion of their hmilL!t, pnrson, 11rnl mnrnlH. Those 11re topics 
Oil whkh Llw Cnnsns jlOSSOSSl'H 1)() dn,l;ti. nut on tho other !mud the Census ftscortn.ins tho ago, mnl'itul condition, 
rn<'<', nativit.y, pa.rent 1mtivity, i11itPracy, mul occn1mtion no!; only of mwlt wonrnu tit work but likewise of 
t\iwh 11wmlwr of tlw family or h<msphold in which sho livos. vVhilo tho two eln,ssos of ch1tt1 tLl'e entil'oly distinct, 
tlw oun snpplomonts tho otlwr. IudoNl, 11 prinrnry object .in propariug tho l'l'JH>r1" horowith suhmitted wns 
tlrnt tlw dntn. ohtn.inl'd hy tho Census rnighL contrilmto to tho spocinl investigt1tion nut.horizorl by Congress. 

It, might. ho H1Lid. tlrnt tho information supplied by Uw Census iH in n,uswor to the <1uostion of who 1111d how 
many an> the women ougagml in gttinfol occu1mtions rntlwr tlum the quostion of: tho iuilu<mcc1 and conditions 
of t.lwir employmonL. 'l'his <listinction wits mor<1 elc11rly porcoivod ns the work itpproiwhod eon1pktion. "\i\'hen 
projtH'.tn<l it was reforrccl to t1s a report on the "oecnp11tions of women;" hut when the work wus completed it 
was .folt that. this would luudly he.• an 11pproprinte title, since the d11tii relntcd not HO much to the occupations 
of: wonwn ns to t.he wonwn timployod in occupations. Accordingly tho title "st11tistfos of wonHlll nt work" 
wus ii11n1ly still'ct.cd 11s being more descriptive of tho clrnmeter of tlw report. 

In this report women 111 wnrk n.re classiflpd hy nge, race 11nd nativity, m1tivity of parnnts, rn11rit.til comlition, 
nnd occupn.l;ion. St!1tisties of: this goneml ch11r1wter hu.ve beon presontocl in morn or loss dd.11il in the report8 
of (\fLCh Census sine<.' and including that of 1870. nut the presnnt report, m11king !1, fuller llS(\ of the infornrntion 
fonn<l on tho Census schedules, present.8 1tlso stiitisl;ics in rPgiml to the family relntionship of thn women 11t work, 
cln.ssifying t.lwm with ret1peet to their relationship to the heiicl of the family 11ncl with n1spoct to tho number 
of other brP.11dwinners in the fomilv. 

It was my intention nt one ti1;ie to presont in this report st11tistics of tho wagos pltid to wmuen mnployed 
in tho manufacturing establishments included in the scope of the Census of: Manufactures ti1ken in tho year Hl051 

but ns imotlwr mport is in prepamtion which will present tlw wttgn st!1tistics compiled hy tlrnt census for women 
!18 Woll ltS for lllOll !1lld c.hildrml, it" Wt1,S thought i1rndvis1tble to l'O[>Cltt the figures in tlrn pI'l\Sl\llt publication. 

Very respectfully, 

Hon. 0RCAR S. STRAUS, 

S1Jcretliry of Commerce a:nd Labor. 
(7) 
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