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INDEX TO OCCUPATIONS 

PREFACE 
This index is based upon the occupational de.signations returned 

·'!Lt the Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Fourteenth Censuses of the United 
S.:tates, It has been supplemented, however, by additional designa­
t1ons gleaned from various occupational glossaries and from other 
s'.mrces. It will be used by the Bureau of the Census in classifying 
the occupations rtiturned on the 'population schedules at the Fifteenth 
Census and in classifying the occupations returned on birth and 
death certificates.' · 

The index was prepared by Dr. Alba M. Edwards, expert on occu­
pations, under the general supervision of Dr. Leon E. Truesdell!> 
chief statistician for population. 

THE SYMBOL SCHEME 

Each occupatfon or occupation group· in this index is preceded' by 
a symbol. Every complete symbol has either four figures, or else two 
figures followed by the abbreviation "Ind." The first' two figures of 
each four-figure symbol represent the occupation and· nre called the 
"occupation symbol"; the last two figures represent the industry and 
are called the "industry symbol." Thus, in the symbol for "Glass 

·blower, glass iactory"-"85 02"-'-the "85" stands for "Glass 
blower" and. the "02 " for "glass factory." · 

Many occupations, such as ''Carpenter'' and "Blacksmith," ar8 
punsued in several industries, and some, such as" Clerk" and" Stenog­
r:apher," are pursued in all industries. For the purposes of the 
classification here ·presented, occupations pursued in a number of 
industries are termed "repeaters." Each "repeater" occupation 
was assigned a symbol, and this symbol was not used for any other 
occupation. 

In this index, all the workers in a "repeater'' occupation, such as 
"Blacksmith," are grouped together, notwithstanding the fact that 
they may be employed in many different industries. It is quite­
evident, therefore, that one industry symbol can not represent ~he-
! industry or place of work of each worker in a "repeater" occupat10;1 
\group. For this reason, the abbreviation "Ind," for industry, l~ 
iused' instead of an industry symbol in the case of each "repeater'r 
11occupation group;. Thus, the complete symbol for the "repeaterir 
occupation group "Electricians" is 11 IV Ind." This signifies that 
lthe occupation symbol for electrician is always '' 1 V," and!.t~a(tber 
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4 PREF ACID 

industry symbol varies according to the different ind~stries ~n which 
electricians are employed. If empl~y~d in a ?.otto~ ~rn!l, the m~us~ry 
symbol is "5V"; ifil!l ti sl:eeli rn.m, iit ts' ''24"; an.& if m tho but!dmg 
industry, it is "XL" . 

Since only four columns of figures on the census punch card were 
available for forming both the occupation a~d the inclus~ry symbols, 
it was impossible to assign. all the occupat10n l'l!~nb.ols i.11 ~he s~me 
numerical order in which .the occupations come Ill th~ <!!las~1Wicat1011, 
as was done in the case of the Fourteenth Qensus occupation indox. 
For this reason the sorted cards .for many of tne occu)!latio.ns must be 
rearranged before tabulation. . .. . 

When the. symbol scheme above descnbed is, used, O(IC~pat1oua.l 
clesignations ~re, in fact,. coded both by; occ~pation 'a~4 by mdustry; 
hence the occupations may be tabulated either by industry or .by 
occupation, or, if desired, by both industry and occupation} 'I'he 
classification presented in this index, howe:vei', is an. oc,cupationnl 
classification only. 

THE CLASSIFiCATION 

The classification here prese:nted cotrt'1dn'S 217 main occupations and 
occupation. gr«1>ups, 96 of which: are subdivided, 11'l.aking a totrnl· of 557 
separ~te occupatio:µs. and occupation· groups; as shown on pniges1· 11 
to 25, This olassifieation conforms rather closely to t}mijj follo1~ed 
in! the detailed tables of the.Fourteenth Census report on occupations 
and published in inde:xi form in 19/JO" Howevei1

,. the 224 mn.iw oc:eti­
pa.tions and occupation: groups of that classification have he1ic bean, 
reduced to· 217, and the total 572 occupations and oocupntion. gtollps ! 
of that classification have here been reduced to· 567. 'l'he· re'duutfon! 
has consisted,.· principally, in combining occupations• which,· it; is[ 
believed, will ndt be so retfumed on' the· census sdhed1ules 1t;hn~t1 t.IJ:rEYj" M.n; 
be) classified separately with an~ high degree of aoeuiracy, and inl 
oombining oQcupations pursued! by.relatively· sma1hmm Bors of workm"Sd 
On the other' hand·, to make possible :a· tabulation: of. the oocupttti1tms! 
by; industDy;, certain coruposi:te; occupation groups sHown1 at the! 
Fourteenth Census have been subdivided by industry. A~ stn;ted: 
in the footnotes on; pages 12,. rn, and 20> some of< taiese· ~ubgmt1ps•willl 
be 1combined in tahulatin:g, I 

LJ:· this index; . the occupations and· occupation· gruups, e.x<c:epting! 
.clerical occupations, a.re grouped unde:ri the,eight:general·di:Visidrts into: 
~~----~----- --· I 

., 1 By•sor~ng the punched cards by the occupatl-~~;~;;trt;;~I;, ~{i;iho' cntdtl 'r~r t\nch rcs'[lciitl~o! 
repeater occupation will be brought ,together, .Jrresjiebtlvo·otthe Jndustrlell represtinWd•by tho l:fidulllry: 

,symbols punched on the cards. The cards for suoh of the "repeater" occupotions·os It Is closlrccl to sbqwl 
by· Industry-laborers; for e~a~p!e'-must ho turthilr s6rted 'by·Jitdustry; as nitist, nlso thh cnrilif rot ·thole!: 
<JCQupatlons wh!oh1· re$peot!vely, .are Peculiar:to ·a given ·industry. .:Jly sorting' thil llltnclfdG!· clirtls b)''t114 
Industry pa.rt of the symbols, all the cards for eaoh rospeotlve Industry will ho brought together· Jrroapoc:tlv~ 
or tho occup\\tlons represe~~ed by·tlie ·occu!;la'tlons punched' 011 tho o~rds; The "Indbstrlnl' Ot\tlt'tio 'ol thil 
Oecupatlon Classltlcatlon, P~csente.d on pages B to 101 shows the dil!cront lndustrles'and lnduilL'l'Jnl grcniJ~ 
distinguished In tho classltlcat1on with their respective symbols. i 
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PREFACE 5 

which the occupational field is divided, each occupation being classi­
fied in that part of the field in which it is most commonly pursued. 
For example, blacksmiths, carpenters, electricians, and machinists 
have been classified under "Ma.nufacturing and mechanical indus­
tries," although each of these trades is pursued in almost every indus­
try. ·Clerical occupations, which can hardly be said to be more com­
mon to one general division of occupations than to anothqr, have been 
classified apart. Since processes and conditions of work va:r;y from 
one occupation to another, and, in the same occupation, from one 
industry to another, it is evident that in any combination of elemen­
tary occupations the resultant group will be less specific than were 
its component pa,rts. Notwithstanding this fact, combinations of 
elementary occupations were made necessary by space and cost 
limits, and sometimes by the impossibility of securing the accurate 
return of technically exact designations of specific occupations, through 
the house .. to-house canvass made by .the census enun1erators. 

The general plan of combination was to group together all the 
workers in each separate important Occupation without regatd to the 
different industries in which the occupation is pursued. But in ~o 
condensed a list it was impractical to make a separate classification 
for each separate occupation.' In many cases, therefore, di:ffer~nt 
occupations were combined; but the aim was to combine oilly tho~e 
occupations which were very similar. Those occupations which are 
rrot sufficiently similar to others to be combined with therq, and which 
~re not sufficiently important to be reported separately, and those 
)ccupations which mean little apart from the industries in which 
;bey a.re pursued, were combirrnd under a number of residuary occupa­
iion groups, such as coal mine operatives, operatives in cottc,m mills, 
itc. These residuary groups, while not strictly ,occupational~ have .a 
:reat deal of occupational aignificance; for, although each of them 
s made up of the workers in numerous occupations, pursued some­
,imes in several different industries, these workers together form a 
:roup which, in many respects, is occupationally homogeneous. 

Thus, so far as practicable, the combination of elementary occupa­
ions was along occupational rather .than,industrial lines. 

The index is printed in two forms-classified and alphabetical­
nd a separate volume is devoted to each form. In the classified index 
he 25,000 or more occupational designations of Which 'the index is 
om posed are arranged in classified form, with each designation under 
;s proper occupation or occupation group, and with each occupation 
r occupation group preceded by its symbol. In the alphabetical 
idex all the occupational designations are arranged alphabetically, 
rrd each designation is followed by a symbol indicating to which of 
ie 557 occupations and occupa.tion groups or the classification it 
elongs. · 



"REPEATER'' OCCUPATIONS WITH THEIR SYMBOLS 
fWlth some exceptions, each or the tollowln~ occupatlo11s Is tro11toc! as a "ro111o~tor" /n1 

o~ch (od
1
ustry ol 

. the cl11Sslficatlon, and each "repeater ' hes tho same ocoup11t!on symho ,n enc i mus ry 

.Symbol 
V2 Blacksmiths' apprentices 
·va Boiler makers' apprentices 
V 4 Carpenters' apprentices 
V5 Electricians' apprentices 
Y6 Machinists' apprentices 
V7 Plumbers' apprentices 
·vs Tinsmiths' and coppersmiths' ap­

prentices 
·y9 Apprentices to other building 

and hand trades 
·OV Jewelers' watchmakers', geld­

smiths1, and silversmiths' ap­
prentices 

;OX Apprentices . in manufacturing 
(not else.where classified) 

·00 Blacksmiths 
-Ol Forgemen and hammermen 
-02 Boiler makers 
-03 · Brick and stone masons 
·04 Builders and building contractors 
·05 Cabinetmakers 
-06 Carpenters 
•07 Compositors, linotypers, and 

typesetters 
' •08 Coopers 
·09 Dyers 
1 V Electricians 

! 1X Engineers (stationary) 
.! .10 Cranemen, derrickmen, hoistmen, 

etc. 
11 Engravers 
12 Buffers and polishers (metal) 
13 Filers (metal) 
14 Grinders (metal) 

l 15 . Firemen . (except locomotive and 
fire department) 

: 16 

17 
18 
19 

:2V 
.2X 
20 
.21 
22 

Furna,ce men, smelter men, and 
pourers (metal industries) 

Heaters (metal industries) 
Puddlers (metal industries) 
Goldsmiths and silversmiths 
Jewelers and lapidaries (factory) 
Loom fixers 
Machinists 
Millwrights 
Toolmakers and die setters and 

sinkers 
6 

Symbol 
2a Brass molderH, founders, nnd 

oaAtors 
24 It'nn mnlrlerR, fonndcrA, and 

25 

26 
27 

28 

r:aHterH 
Other metal molders, founrlcrs, 

nnd cnRtor:-: 
Oiler:; of machinery 
Enamelers, lacquorcrs, and ja-

panners , 
PainterH, glar.icrs, nnrl v11rniAhmA 

(building) 
29 Painters, glazif\rs, anrl varnlHl1crs 

(factory) . · 
av 
ax 
30 

31 

Pil.ttern and model mnkoril 
Cement finishors 
Plumbers and p;11s and Ai:eam 

fitters . · 
Rollers and roll hands (metal­

working faetorios) 
a::i SawyerA 
aa Skilled occupations (i10t olse-

w here c lasAified) 
a4 Stonecutters 
35 Structural iron, workerH (building) 
36 CoppersmithA 
a7 Tinsmiths and sheet metal work· 

38 
39 
4V 

4X 
40 

41 
42 
4~ 
44 
45 
46 

47 
48 

49 
5V 
5X 
50 

ers 
Upholsterers 
Chanffillll'il 
Draymen, teamstor1i, and carriage 

driver:i 
Motor truck and tractor driven! 
Apprentices (transpnrtation in­

dustries) 
Advertising agents 
Commercial trn.vclors 
Canvassers 
Sales agents 
Salesmen or· 8aleswomcn 
Guarc.ls, watchmen, . and clrior­

·keepers 
Policemen 
Chemists, .assayer~, and moLal­

lnrgists 
Designers 
Draftsmen 
Lawyers, judges, and jwitices 
Photographers 



" REP.EATER " OCCUPATIONS WITH THEIR SYMBOLS 7 

Symbol 
51 Civil engineers and surveyors 
52 Electrical engineers 
53 Mechanical engineers 
54 Mining engineers 
55 Trained nurses 
56 Social and welfare workers 
57 Architects', designers', and drafts-

men's apprentices 
58 Charwomen and cleaners 
59 Elevator tenders 
6V. Housekeepers and stewards 
6X Janitors 
60 Cooks (except in Army or Navy) 
61 Waiters (except in Army or Navy) 
62 Agents (not elsewhere classified) 
63 Collectors 
64 Credit men 

· 65 Purchasing agents 
66 Accountants and auditors 
67 Bookkeepers and cashiers 
1 Not otherwise specified. 

Symbol 
68 Office appliance operators 
69 Shipping clerks 
7V Weighers 
7X Clerks (except clerks in stores) 
70 Messenger, bundle, and office 

boys and girls 
71 Stenographers and typists 
72 Owners, operators( and proprietors 

(manufacturers) 
73 Managers and officials (superin· 

tendent, president, vice presi­
dent, secretary, treasurer, sales 
manager) 

7 4 Foremen and overseers (bosses) 
75 Inspectors, forestry, extraction 

of minerals, transportation, 
trade · · 

76 Mechanics (n, o. s.1) 
77 Operatives · · 
78 Laborers 
79 Porters (except in star.es) 



liND\JSTinAL O.\JTLINE. OF THE OCCUPA.no.N. 
. CiuM!SilFICATION . . 

IJJ®'sf.Ifi11s a11d: J,n@stqi~l Groqps With their Sym Bol'~· 

AGR!CiJLToRE, F.l.SflJ!'IG, /tNR, J;ORJlSTRY 

S}!tnbol 
vv. Agnicu)..tlJITO 
vo. Fish~'l'lg 

VI Forestry 

liJTRMWON, qF MiNEJfhi<S1 

V2- Coat Illihes · 
V3 Copper rp.i.nes . 
V 4 Gold and· silver mine&. 
V5 Iron mines 
V6 Lea.cl a,nQ. zinp :qi.inlls 
V7 Other specified mines 
VS Not specified mines 
V9 Quarries 
XV Oil wells and gas wells 
XO Salt wells and works 

MANUFACTURING AND MECHANICAL 
INDUSTRIES 

Xl Building and construction indus­
try 

Chemical and allied industries: 
X2 Charcoal and coke works 
X3 Explosives, ammunition, and 

fireworks factories 
X4 Fertilizer factories 
X5 Gas works 
X6 Paint and varnish factories 
X7 Petroleum refineries 
XS Rayon factories 
X9 Soap factories 
OV Other chemical factories 

00 Cigar and tobacco factories 

Clay, glass, and stone industries: 
01 Brick, tile, and terra-cotta fac-

tories 
02 Glass factories 
03 Lime, cemen~, and artificial 

stone factories 
04 Marble and stone yards 
05 Potteries 

Clothing industries: 
06 Corset factories 
07 Glove factories 
08 Hat factories (felt) 

8 

Symbol 

Cfothlng• indlu.ati>i~Clbnti.nued • 
09 Shirt, collar, and clP!rifaetol'iea 
1!V S'ui'.ti, coai1, a-m"l• o-'ifera·H' factorioes 
IIJ 0ill~ei'· el'Gtil-iing· fil:ctories 

11 
12 

13 
14 
15 
16 

17 
18 
19 
20 

21 

22 
23 
24 

25 
2G 
27 
28 

29 

8V 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

36 

Food and allied in\\ll&s11r.iie&: ' 
Bakeries · 
Butter, choose;. ~l· cm11densed 

nUlki falati<bl:fil'si . ' . 
81bn.dt>?· footG>rins-·. 
Fish curinBi, 11in.d. .@8,G~ 
Flour and grain mills 
Fruit and vegetable canning t 

etc. 
Slaughter and packing houses 
Sugar factories and refineries 
Other food factories 
Liquor and beverage industries 

Iron and steel, machinery, and 
vehicle industries: 

Agricultural implement fac-
tories 

Automobile factories 
Automobile repair shops 
Blast furnaces and steel rolling 

mills 
Car and railroad shops 
Ship and boat building 
Wagon and carriage factories 
Other iron and steel and ma-

chinery factories 
Not specified metal industries 

Metal industries, except iron and 
steel: 

Brass mills 
Clock and watch factories 
Copper factories 
Gold and silver factories 
Jewelry factories 
Lead and zinc factories 
'rinware, enamelware, etc., fac-

tories 
Other metal factories 



IND'U.S!Jll'tIA,L •OUrr'LINE 10'F 'l'HE ·OCCU'.PATION Cib.l\SS'IlllIC?~TION ·9 

MANUFACTURING AND MECHANICAL 
INDUSTRIES-Oontlnued 

Symbol 
Leather industries: 

37 Harness and saddle factories 
38 Leather belt, leather goods, etc., 

factories 
39 Shoe factories 
40 Tanneries 
41 Trunk, suitcase, and bag fac-

tories 
Lumber and fumiture iindtisti:•les:'. 

42 Furniture factories 
43 Piano and organ factories 
44 Saw and planing mills 
45 Other woodworking factories 

Paper, printing, and allied in­
dustries: 

46 Blank book, envelope, tag, 
paper bag, etc., factories 

4 7 Paper and pulp mills 
48 Paper box factories 
49 Printing, publishing, and en-

graving 
Textile industries: 

5V Cotton mills 
50 Knitting mills 
51 Silk mills 
52 Textile dyeing, :finishing, and 

printing mills 
53 Woolen and worsted mills 

Other textile mills: 
54 Carpet mills 
55 Hemp, jute, and linen mills 
56 Lace and embroidery mills 
57 Rope and cordage factories 
58 Sail, awning, and tent fac-

tories 
59 Other and not specified tex-

tile mills 
Miscellaneous manufacturing in-

dustries: 
60 Broom and brush factories 
61 Button factories 
62 Electric light and power plants 
G3 Electrical machinery and sup-

ply factories 
64 Independent hand trades 
65 Rubber factories 
66 Straw factories 
67 Turpentine farms and distill-

eries 
68 Other miscellaneous industries 
69 Other not specified industries 

TRANSPORlfATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Symbol 
7.-0 Air transportation 
71 ·Construction and maintenance of 

.streets, 1'oads, sewers, bridges 
!f2 Express companies 
73 :Garages, automobile laundries, 

;grea.sing stations 
7 4 Livery stables 
75 Pi:pe -lioos 
76 Postal service 
6'V Radio broadcasting and trans-

mitting 
77 .steam r.aHroads 
78 Street railroads 
79 Telegraph and telephone 
8V Truck, transfer, and cab com­

panies 
80 Water transportation 
81 Other and not specified trans· 

portation and communication 

TRADE 

82 Advertising agencies 
83 Banking and brokerage 
84 Grain elevators 
85 Insurance 
86 Real estate 
87 Stockyards 
88 Warehouses and cold storage 

plants 

Wholesale and retail trade: 
89 Automobile agencies, stores, 

filling stations 
Wholesale and retail trade (ex­

cept automobile): 
90 Wholesale and retail trade 

(except dealers and except 
laborers in coal and lumber 
yards) 

91 Wholesale and retail dealers1 
and laborers in coal anc1 
lumber yards 

92 Other and not specified trade 

PUBLIC SERVICE (not elsewhere classified) 

93 Public service (not elsewhere 
classified) 

7V 
94 
95 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Recreation and amusement 
Professional pursuits 
Semiprofessional pursuits and at-

tendants and helpers 



JQ INDUSTRIAL OUTLINE ·OF THE OCCUPATION CLASSIFICATION 

DOMESTIC AND PERSONAL SERVICE . 

Symbol 
9V · Hotels, restaurants, boarding 

houses, etc. 
96 Domestic and personal service 

(n. e. c.1) 

97 Laundries. 
98 Cleaning, dyeing, and pressing 

shops 

NOT SPECIFIED INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES 

99 Not specified industries and serv­
ices 

1 Not elsewhere classified. 


