
A SOCIAL-ECONOMIC GROUPING OF THE GAINFUL 
WORKERS OF THE UNITED STATES 

INTRODUCTION 

In census occupation statistics, it has been the custom to present figures for 
different occupations and occupation groups and, also, for a few general divisions 
of occupations, such as agriculture, extraction of minerals, and manufacturing 
and mechanical industries, each of which divisions constitutes a large section of 
the broad field in which gainful labor is occupied. The Bureau of the Census 
has not hith.erto classified the gainful ·orkers into social-economic groups.1 
There is, however, a real need for such an .. dditional grouping. In many present
day studies, the desire is to deal with large social-economic groups, such as pro
fessional persons, clerical workers, skille-'! workers, and so forth, with but minor 
regard to the particular occupations pur~·~ . ..,d by the workers, and, often, without 
regard to the particular section of the broad occupational field in which the 
workers are employed. There is need, in short, for a grouping that brings to
gether all of the workers belonging to the same social-economic class, without 
particular reference to the different occupations pursued by the workers. The 
purpose of this report is to present such a grouping of the gainful workers of the 
United States. 

Many persons have desired a classification of occupations according to skill. 
A classification of all occupations according to skill, if it could be made, would 
be very useful; but a complete classification by skill is impossible, since many 
occupations do not lend themselves to such a classification. Indeed, none of the 
professional, proprietary, official, . 1a11agerial, or clerical pursuits lends it.self 
readily to a classification by skill; and it is doubtful whether any of them may be 
properly so classified, since in none of them is skill or manual dexterity the chief 
characteristic. In fact, it is believed that only those occupations in which the 
expenditure of muscular force is an important characteristic can be properly class
ified by skill. While it is plainly impossible to draw a hard and fast line between 
those occupations characterized principally by the exercise of muscular force or 
manual dexterity and those characterized chiefly by the exercise of mental force 
or ingenuity-or between hand workers and head workers-such a line of demar
cation probably may be made sufficiently exact for our purpose. 

1 Census officials were probably among the first persons in the United States to recognize the imPOrtance 
ol statfstfm showing the gainful workers ol688lfted .Into social·eoonomic lil:roups. In au article publfabed fn 
July, 1897, in Bulletin No. 11 or the Department or Labor, William C. Hunt, ror many years chief 
statlSticlan for population in the Bureau of the Census, grouped the KBinful workers Into 4 large groups 
(see p. 420), briefly desiKDated as follows' 

A. The proprietor class. 
B. The clerical class. 
C. SkUled workers. 
D. The laboring class. 
Substant.ially the same 4 groups were discussed by Carroll D. Wright, director or the ISllO census, In blS 

Outline of Practical Sociology, published in 1800. (See pp. 254 and 255). 
The author or this volume has published 5 articles relating to the social-economic grouping of the gainfUl 

workers or the United States. These articles are a.• follows: "Social-economic Groups orthe United States," 
1ournal Am. Statls. Assn .. Vol. XV, June, 1917; "A Social-economic Grouping of the GainfUl Workers of 
the United States," Journal Am. Statis. Assn., Vol. 28, Dec., 1933; "The White-collar Workers," Monthly 
Labor Rev., Mar., 1934; "Composition of the Nation's Labor Force," Ann. Am. Acad., Vol. 184, Mar., 
11136; and "The Negro as a Factor in the Nation's Labor Force," Journal Am. Statis. Assn., Vol. 31, Sept., 
1036. 
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2 SOCIAL-ECONOMIC GROUPING OF GAINFUL WORKERS 

The grouping of the gainful workers here presented is not based on skill, except 
In the case of groups 4, 5, and 6, in which most of the occupations may be more 
or less readily classified by skill. 

In the construction of these three groups those occupations are considered 
akllled for'the pursuance of which a long period of training or an apprenticeship 
is usually necessary, and which in their pursuance call for a degree of judgment 
and of manual dexterity, one or both, above that required in semiskilled occupa
tions. Those occupations are considered semiskilled for the pursuance of which 
only a short period or no period of preliminary training is necessary, and which 
in their pursuance call for only a moderate degree of judgment or of manual 
dexterity. Unskilled occupations are considered to include those the workers in 
which usually require no special training, judgment, or manual dexterity, but 
supply mainly muscular strength for the performance of coarse, heavy work. 

Unfortunately, it has not been possible to classify all manual workers as skilled, 
semiskilled, or unskilled strictly according to the above concepts. In each group 
of manual workers, certain of the occupations include some workers who would be 
better classified by skill in one of the other groups. In fact, each of the groups 
here presented doubtless contains som.-i -:vorkers who do not actually belong there, 
and some workers who have been included principally for want of a more appro
priate place for them. In no group, however, are such workers numerous enough 
to affect the group total materially. 

The occupations of the gainful workers of the United States have been arranged 
in the following groups: 

1. Professional persons. 
2. Proprietors, managers, and officials: 

2-a. Farmers (owners and tenants). 
2-b. Wholesale and retail dealers. 
2-o. Other proprietors, managers, and omcialll. 

3. Clerks and kindred workers. • 
4. Skilled workers and foremen. 
5. Semiskilled workers: 

5-a. Semiskilled workers in manufacturing. 
5-b. Other semiskilled workers. 

6. Unskilled workers: 
H. Farm laborers. 
6-b. Factory and building construction laborers. 
6-c. Other laborers. 
6-d. Servant classes. 

The composition of groups 1and2, abo'Ve, probably is sufficiently clear. Clerks 
and kindred workers-group 3-re the so-called white-cpllar workers. They 
are the clerical assistants to executives, officials, and business and professional 
men. They comprise office assistants, sales people, telegraph and telephone 
operators, and all others doing the various types of clerical and kindred work. 
Skilled workers and foremen-group 4--comprise foremen and the followers of 
skilled trades, such as blacksmiths, carpenters, machinists, etc. Semiskilled 
worker&-gr0up 5--include apprentices, machine tenders, workers in the needle 
trades, etc. They are manual workers who have a moderate degree of skill and 
of manual dexterity. Unskilled worker~up 6-include the laborers and the 
dUferent servant classes. Most of them have no special training. 

Of the 6 main social-economic groups here presented, 3 are subdivided, thus 
making a total of 12 groups. In table 1, the specific occupations ·Of the 1930 
census occupation classification, with United States totals for each occupation, 
are BO rearranged as to make up these lZ social-economic groups. 

In order to conserve apace, some occupation subgroups are omitted from 
table 1. For example, the figures for the total "Retail dealers" are given (group 
2-b), but not the figures for each different class of retail dealers. Similarly, 



OCCUPATION 3 
the figures for a.11 "Opera.tives-Ma.nufa.cturing" a.re given (group 5-a.), but not 
the figures for the operatives in ea.ch manufacturing industry. The ea.me ii 
true as to "La.borers-Manufacturing" (group 6-b). 

It is to be noted that census statistics of occupation relate only to gainful 
workers 10 yea.rs old and over, the term "gainful workers" in census usage including 
all persons who usually follow a. gainful occupation, even though temporarily 
unemployed at the time the census was ta.ken. 

TABLE 1.-GAINFUL WORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES CLASSIFIED INTO SOCIAL. 
ECONOMIC GROUPS, BY SEX AND OCCUPATION: 1930 

GBOUP AND OCCUPATION 

All pinfu1 worlr.en ••••••• ---------------------------· ---------------·------ 88, IYl'I, BM. 10, 761, lll 

l. Profeaional permu ••••• ---------------- -------------------- ------------------ I, '87, 8M 1, "'· 811 
r----r~---

Actors and showmen •••••••••••••• ---·-----·-----·--····-····--·-··----
Arehlt&C!t.s ••....•••.••...•.•.•.•••••••.••.•••••••••••.•..••.•.••••..••••• 
Artists, sculptors, and teacbers of art. ·-·----··-········---·-···---·····-
Authors, editors, and reporters ••••••.. -·--------------·-·--··--·---------
Chemists, assayeni, and meiallurglsts •• _ •• ----··--·--------------·------

g!fr~~~~~~~~~==:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Deslpers, draftsmen, and inventors------------------------------------Lawrers. Jud11911, and Justices ___________________________________________ _ 

Musicians and teacbers of music ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Osteopaths _____________________________________________________________ _ 

~~~d"lmieoD&::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Teachers._--·---·········------···-····------------····-----··---------· 
Teclmlcal engineers. ___ ----·-·-···-····------·----------------·---··----
Trained nurses.···-···-·-·-----------------···-·-----------------------
V eterluary surgeons.---------------------------------------------------
Other professional pursuits.·------------------------·------------------· 
Chfroprectors. _ •••••••• --------------------------·-·--------------------
Heelers (not elsewhere classlfted). ---------------------------------------
Reli1ious workers ••• -····-··--------------------------------------------

M,611 
21,821 
86,021 
(8, 922 
46, 188 

146,672 
41, 774 
611,768 
93, 618 

167,220 
85, 617 
4,654 

31,168 
1(8, 978 
202,337 
228, 138 

6,462 
11,862 
43, 847 
9,203 
7,866 

11,339 

20, 7811 
m 

21, llff 
11,m 

1, llO& 
8,218 

20,181 

tm 
8,8811 

79,811 
1,11118 un 

860,rlll 
118 

288, 787 
11 

70,Me 
2, 718 
ll,774 

19, 961 

I. Proprietors, manqen, an.d olllclalll............................................. 8, 168, 881 llOD,8" , ____ , ___ _ 
2-tl. Farmers (owners and tenants)----·-···---···-························-- 6, 749,387 282,8'& 

~b. Wholesale and retail dealers............................................ 1,676, 193 111,IM , ____ , ___ _ 
Retail dealers .••• ·····-----······-··-·····-··-·-····-······-··---------- 1, 593, 8156 110, 186 
Wholeaalo dealers, Importers, and uportoni.............................. 81, 887 1, 888 

k Other proprteton, managers, and omclals............................... 1, 734, 336 181, lf,11 

Foresters, forest rangers, and timber crulsers---------------------------
Owners and managers of log and timber camps.---------------------···· 
Openitors, man11.1ers, and omclals--extraotlon of minerals _______________ _ 
Builders and building contractors ••• -----------------------------------
Manufacturers •••••••••••••••••••••••••• --------------------------------Managers and omclal&-manufacturing ••••••••• ________________________ _ 
Captains, masters, 111&tes, and pilots ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oerege owners, managers, and omc1a1s •••• -···-··--------------------
Owners and managers-truck, transfer, and cab companies ••••••••• -•••• 
Conductor11-11teem railroad_.------------------------------------------
01llclals and superintendents-steam and street railroeds •••••••••••••••• 
Postmaa&er•-------·-··-··················---···-········-···--········-· 
Proprietors, :managers, and omclals •-transportation.-··--··-·····-----
Bankers, brokel'!i, end money lenders-----·-----------------------------
Manaprs and omclals-lnsurance companies.----------------------·---
Propnetors, managers, and ol!lclals •-trade .• --------------------------Managers and omclals-real-estate companies ___________________________ _ 

Undertakers·-----------------------------------------------------------· 
omclals and inspectors-city and county.•--------·--------------------
omc1a1s and lnsjJector&-State and United States ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BW!ard room, dance hall, etc.1 keepers •••• -~-------·-------------------
Directors, managers, and omclals-motion-p1cture production ••• -------
Keepers of charitable and penal Institutions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Keepers of pleasure resorts, rece tracks, etc •• ---------------------------
Radlo· announcers, directors, managers, etc •. ----- ••• ------------······· 
Theatrical owners, managers, and olftCials. ----------------------------·· 
Owners and proortetors-oleaniq, dyeiq, and presslq shops ••••••••••• 
Man!.'19l'll and olllmai.....,1eanin1, dyeing, and pressing shops.-----------
Hotel keepers and managers •••••• ·-·····-------------------------·--·---
Laundry owners, managers, and omc1a1s ••• -----------------·-----------
Restaurant, cllfe, and lunchroom keepers •• ·-----------------------------

N ot otherwise specified. 

8,IK2 
6,889 

30, 756 
1117,310. 
202, 190 
802334 

2(.492 
69,643 
40,15(18 
73,332 
87,968 
ao,el8 
84, 1187 

212,312 
27,566 
42, 201 

6,124 
32, 192 
69,431 
411,881 
28,819 
1,888 
9,468 
9, 741 
1,639 

18, 691 
15,'JA11 
.. el6 

89,688 
22,482 

125,3118 

16 
10 

141 
20I 

6, 711 
10,4, 

422 
676 ----------

11, -8,003 
9,let 
1,762 
8,llK 

479 
1,NO 
8,GM 

1,fiX 
86 

6,662 
m 
180 

1,032 
l,oa8 
1,1111 

17,810 
2,083 

4o,008 



4 SOCIAL-ECONOMIC GROUPING OF GAINFUL WORKERS 

TABLE 1.-GAINFUL WoRKEns IN THE UNITED STATES CLASSIFIED INTO Socui:.
EcoNOMIC GROUPS, BY SEx AND OccuPATION: 1930-Continued 

GROVP AND OCCUPATION 

a. merka and kindred workers _________________________________________________ _ 

Inspectors, scalers, and surveyors-log and timber camps _______________ _ 
Baggagemen and freight agents-railroad ____ ----------------------------Ticket and station agents-railroad _____________________________________ _ 
Agents-express companies ____________________________ ·-----------------
Express messengers and railway mail clerks-----------------------------
Mail carriers----------------------_.------------------------------------Radio operators ___________________ -------- ____________ ------ ___________ _ 
Telegraph messengers ___________________ -· ___ ----------------------- __ .. 

~:l:~~ ~i;:~i~':s::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::::: 
~~~:1;l~~fo~~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Commercial travelers _______________ ... ___ .-------- _____ ._. ____ .. ___ .. __ _ 
Decorators, drapers, and window dressers _____________________________ __ 
Inspectors, gaugers, and samplers-trade.----------------------------- __ 

M1:~;t~~~-e~~~~:::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Real estate agents_ ---- .. ---------------------------- -------- ------------
Salesmen and saleswomen _____ --------------------... ------------------Abstracters, notaries, and justices of peace ______________________________ _ 
Architects', designers', and dr&ftsmen's apprentice•---------------------
A(lJlrentices to other professional persons_-------------------------------
Omclals of lodges, societies, etc.----------------------------------- _____ _ 
Technicians and laboratory assistants.---------------------------------
Dentists' assistants and attendants __ ------------------------------------
Librarians' assistants and attendants .. ________________ .. ----------------
Physicians' and surgeons' attendants ___________________ ··---------------
Agents, collectors, and credit men.------·-------------------------------
Bookkeepers, cashiers, and accountants ________________________ ----------
Clerks (except clerks in stores) .. __ --------------------------------------Messenger, errand, and office boys and girls ____________________________ _ 
Stenographers and typists .. ----------- ____ .... --------------------------

'"Skilled worlr:en and foreman ____________________ ---- --- --- ------··- ------------

Farm managers and foremen_------------------------------------------
Foremen-Jog and timber camps_.--------------------------------------
Foremen, overseers, and Inspectors-extraction of minerals _____________ _ 
Blacksmiths, forgemen, and hammermen·-------------------------------Boilermak:ers .... :. _______ .. _ .... ____ .... ______ .... _________ ...... _ .. _. __ 
Brick and stone masons and tile !ayer•----------------------------------Cabinetmakers _________________________________________ -----------------
Carpenters_ ..•.. --------. ----- -- -- -- --------- ----· ---- ------- -----------
Compositors, linotypers, and typesetters--------------------------------
Coopers •. -- ........ _____ ------ __ .. -------- --- . __ ------ ---- .. ------. --- --
Electricians .. __________ . ___ ----- -- -- ------ ... --------- ------- ---- .. -- ---
Electrotypers, stereotypers, and lithographers.--------------------------Engineers (stationary), cranemen, hoistmen, etc ________________________ _ 
Engravers __ ... ___________________ •. __ --------- ________ .• _. __ ........ ----
Foremen and overseers-manufacturing.------ ____ -------- ___ -----------
Puddlers. ----- -- -- -- -- ---- ---- ----- ---- ------------------- -------------
Glass blowers._---------------------------------------------------------
Jewelers, watchmakers, goldsmiths, and silversmiths ___________________ _ 
Loom fixers. ______ .. __ ..... __ . ---- -- -- . ---- .. -.... ---- .. ---- -- ---- ----- -
Machinists, millwrights, and toolmakers.----------------------------- --
Mechanics '-. ----- _____ .. -- __ . __ ----- ----- --- • ---- ------------- --- --- ---
Millers (grain, flour, feed, etc.) __ -------------- ___ -----------------------Molders, rounders, and casters (metal) _________________________________ _ 
Painters, gluiers, and varnishers (building) ___________________________ __ 
Paper bangers_._. __ ... ___ . -- --- • -- ............ -- .. ---- -. -- . --- -- -- ---- --
Pattern· and model makers ___ --------- .... __ ------------ __ --------------
Plano and organ tuners ______________________ ------------------------ ----
Plasterers and cement finishers .. ____ .------- __ --------------------------
Plumbers and gas and steam fltters-------------------------------------
Pressmen and plate printers (prlntin~l-- .. -------- __ ----- ----- ---- -----
Rollers and roll hands (metal) ... -------------------------------·--------
Roofers and slaters. _________________ ._-------- ... -----------------------
Sawyers. ______ ._ -- .. _ --- -- ---- ----- . ------ ---- ---- .. -- -- -- ---- -- -- ------Shoemakers and cobblers (not in factory) _______________________________ _ 
Skilled occupations (not elsewhere classified) .. --------------------------
Stonecutters .. _ .• __ ._._. ___ -- . --- -- -- . -. --- . -.. -- -- -- -- -- ---- ---- -- ---- --
Stmctural iron workers (building) __________ --- ----- --- -------------- ----
Tailors and tailoresses. _____ . ---------- ---- .. -- ---- -- ---- ------ -- ----. ---
Tinsmiths and coppersmiths._ .. ------ --------. ------ --------- ------ ----
Upholsterers. __ . __ ------------------------------------------------------
Bus conductors ___ . __ .. ____ -- .. _. -- -•. --- -- . - . --- --.• -• -- -- -. ---- . -- -- ---
Conductors-street railroaq •. _ ...... -- -- •• -- -- .. -. -- . -.. -- . --- -. -- -- ----
Foremen and overseers-steam and street railroads_---------------------
Locomotive engineers •.•.• _. -- ......... --- -- ---• -. -- -. ---- . --- .. -----. --

t Not otherwise specified. 

KALB 

4, 877,285 

2, 183 
16, 361 
25,370 
4, 102 

2/i, 600 
120, 204 

4,909 
15, 997 
51, 699 
13, 62/i 
43, 361 

2.'l!l, 844 
219, 790 

13, 911 
10. 923 

243, 974 
38,576 

203,119 
1, 508, 283 

9,848 
2,436 
3,861 

11, 513 
8,288 

770 
502 
689 

182, 630 
447, 937 

1, 290, 447 
81,430 
36,050 

8,901, M9 

66,259 
3,910 

34, 274 
147, 460 
49, 923 

170,896 
57,890 

929,376 
173, 363 
11, 347 

280,279 
16,448 

316,942 
18, 747 

310,037 
1,597 
3,209 

37, 408 
19, 180 

761,075 
638, 190 

15, 906 
105, 139 
429,982 
26,872 
29, 711 
6, 799 

85.477 
237,813 
31,215 
30, 765 
23,636 
35,984 
76, 127 
12. 227 
22,887 
28, 966 

147, ~76 
83,421 
49,097 

1,002 
35,680 
79,682 

101, 201 

FlliKALlli 

S,079,120 

1 
16 

1, 790 
74 
8 

1,129 
46 

179 
16, 122 

236, 269 
5,666 

16-1, 147 
3,1142 
6, 2:18 
5,820 

12, 953 
417 

31,308 
560, 720 

1,908 
220 
74 

3,002 
7,700 

12, 944 
1,363 

13, 353 
13, 477 

482, 711 
706, 553 

8,949 
775, 140 

81, 14& 

963 
----------i2 

9 
-----------7 

7 
50 

10, 269 
----------33 

244 
22 

690 
28,467 

----------59 
1,2M 
~ 
20 
83 
40 
19 

123 
1,436 

39 
24 
3 
1 

------------------------------------
80 

261 
31 

1 

------2i;807 
6 

2,~5 

----------i7 
55 

------·--·--



OCCUPATION 5 
TABLE 1.-GAINFUL WORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES CLASSIFIED INTO Soq1AI.

Ec0No11Ic GRouPs, BY SEx .AND· OccuPATION: 1930_..:Continued 

GBOO• ARD OC'CUPATIOX 

t. Skilled workers and foremen-Continued. 
Locomotive llremen. __ -------------- ------------ ---- ------------- ----- --
A vlators •• ______ ---- __ ------ -------- ---- --- --- -- ---- ------ ------------ --
Foremen and overseers •-transportation. ___ ----------------------------
Inspectors-transportation. ____________________ --- __ ---- -- -- ------ ---- --
Floorwalkers, foremen, and overseers-trade-----------------------------
Flremen-flre department. __________ • ______ • ______ • _____ • -• - -• -- -- -- -- - -
Mershals, sberlfts, detectives, etc •• ______ --- ---- _ -- -- ------ --------------
Policemen •.. __________ -- ---- ------ -- - -- --- - - -- -- ---- -- -- -- ---- -- -- ------Foremen and overseers-clean!ng, dyeing, and pressing shops. __________ _ 
Foremen and overseers-laundrle., ______________________________________ _ 

I. Semi.tilled workers •• --------------- -- ------- ---------------------- ---- -- - ---
s-a. Semiskilled workers in manufacturing _________________________________ _ 

Apprentices to building and hand trades--------------------------------
Apprentices (except to building and band trades)-manufacturlng ______ _ Bakers. _____ ~- ___ _. __________________________________________________ ----

Dressmakers and seamstre&'!ell (not in factoryl---------------------------
nr,ers- -- -- -- ---- -- -- -- ---- ---- -- ---- -- -- ---- -- -- -- - --- . -- ------ -- --- ----
Fiers, grinders, bu1fers, and polishers (metall---------------------------
Milliners and millinery dealers. ___ ------------------------------------ •. Oilers of machinery ___________________ ---- ______ ----- __________ ---- _____ . 
Enamelers, lacquerers, and Japanners. --- ------------------------------· 
Painters, glaziers, and varnishers (factory) ___ --------------------------· Operatives •-manufacturing. _____________________________ -------·- --- _ -· 

6-b. Other semiskllll!d workers __________________________ -------------------· 

Boatmen, canal men, and lock keeper•----------------------------------
Ballors and deck bands--------------------------------------------------
Chautleurs and truck and tractor drivers·-------------------------------Boller washers and engine hostlers ______________________________________ _ 
Brakemen-steam railroad. _______________ ------------------ ____ ---- ___ _ Motormen-steam and street railroads. _________________________________ _ 
Switchmen, ftagmen, and yardmen-steam and street railroads. _____ • __ _ 
Telegraph and telephone linemen •• --- ---------------------- ------------
Ap~tlces-transportatlon •. __________________________________________ _ 

O er occupations-transportation. __ -----------------------------------
tpp.rentices-~h?~e and retail trade. ______ -------------------~------

O~h~~~:!~Yts :=-~~ ~~~: :: :: :: :: ::::: :::::::::: ::: :: : : :: : : :::: 
Guards, watchmen, and doorkeepers·-----------------------------------
Soldiers, sailors, and marines ______________________ ----------------------
Other public service pursuits _____ ------- ____ ---- ______ ---------------- --
Other occupatlons-eemiprofesslonal punuits.. ___________ ------ ___ ----- __ 
Attendants-pool room•, bowling alleys, goJ{cJubs, etc •• ----------------Helpers-motlon-plcture production ____________________________________ _ 

Theater ushers. ______ ,--------- ____ ----------------- -- ------- --- -- -- -- --Other attendants and helpers-professional service ______________________ _ 
Barbers, hairdressers, and manicurists __________________________________ _ 
Boarding and lodglnghouse keepers... _________________ ------------------ __ 
Other operatives-cleaning, dyeing, and pressing shops _________________ _ 
Housekeepers and stewardli _____________________________________________ _ 

8:1!~:~1-;~¥.~:.Scfi.ies::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Midwives and nurses (not tralned>--------------------------------------
Othet·pursuits-domestic and personal service ______ --------------------· 

I. Vulrllled worken ___________________ ------------- ------------ ---- _____ ------- _ 

&-a. Farm laborers._--------------------------------------------------------8-b. Factory and building construction laborers ______________________ ·------
Firemen (except locomotive and fire department>-----------------------
Furnace men, smelter men, and pourers.--------------------------------

r:!~(E.8!a~~iir&Ciiiring~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
8-c. Other laborers •• ---- ____ ---------------------------- -- ---- ------- --- --- -

Fishermen and oystermen ______________________________________________ _ 

Teamsters and haulers-log and timber camps·--------------------------Other lumbermen, raftsmen, and woodchoppers ________________________ _ 
Coal mine operatives. _____________________ -------- _______ ----------- -- --
Other operativO'l in extraction of minerals _______________________________ _ 
Longshoremen and stevedores.---- ____________ ---- ___ ---- __ ----- -_ - --- --Draymen, teamsters, and carriage drivers _______________________________ _ 
Garage laborers _____________________________ -- __ ---- _. ___________ --- --- --

Hostlers and ~table hand~--------------------------- .. ------------------
1 Not otherwise specifted. 

11.ll.JI 

67,096 
6, 031 

52, 061 
50,965 
33,368 
Z3,008 
39,247 

130,838 
4i0 

3,583 

6,448, 168 

2,881,022 

40, 106 
33,450 

131,884 
452 

17, 425 
76, 264 
4,846 

31, 169 
4,622 

89,546 
2,451, 259 

2. 567, 138 

5,603 
64,692 

970, 916 
18,300 
88, 197 
60. 718 

102,484 
71,624 
6,097 

83, 794 
2. 337 

159, 328 
96, 069 

147, 115 
132, 830 
40,369 
8. 7611 

16, 047 
1, 234 
9,308 

28, 890 
261,096 
17,093 
42, 313 
20, 3.'13 
20, 558 
45,087 
13,867 
32,022 

10,893,039 

3, 7'11,433 
3, 248,822 

127, 293 
18,627 
14,941 

3,087, 761 

2.1171, iH 

73,071 
9,242 

146,803 
621,545 
296, 990 
73,944 

Jll, 178 
66,536 
6,654 

----------66 
74 

1, 155 
t,795 

-------2,-578 
849 
349 

2,7M 

l,611,41t 

l,676,971 

28 
3,869 
S.918 

157,928 
20' 

2,338 
40,102 

41 
1, 138 
3,522 

l,W, 7911 

862,443 

40 
8 

1,502 
................... 
'----------5 

289 
1 

M 
1,923 

107 
116 

29, !Oii 
1,000 

-------i~-

1,756 
121 
979 

3, 163 
21,480 

113, UK 
127, 278 

18.321 
236, 38.1 

16 
149,414 
143, 142 

1,808 

3,116,UO 

fM.6, 831 
125, 521 

l 
-----------i 

125, 519 

31,321 

20ll 
1 

113 
116 
490 

10 
48 

157 

··---····-·· 



6 SOCIAL-ECONOMIC GROUPING OF GAINFUL WORKERS 

TABLE 1.-GAINFUL WORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES CLASSIFIED INTO SocIAL

EcONOMIC GROUPS, BY SEx AND OccuPATION: 1930-Continued 

GBOUl' AND OCCVPATION JULE r1:1uu; 

8. Unskilled workers-Continued. 
6-<l. Other laborers-Continued. 

Laborers-truck, transfer, and cab companies____________________________ 40,920 50 
Laborers-road and street_---------------------------------------------- 306,980 47 
Laborers, including construction laborers-steam and street railroads____ 459, 000 3, 384 
Laborers •-transportation_______________________________________________ 50, 998 66 
Laborers In coal and lumber yards, warehouses, etc---------------------- 113, O'Z1 642 
Laborers, porters, and helpers in stores_--------------------------------- 199, 296 9, 392 
Laborers-public service------------------------------------------------- 155, 903 l, 107 
Laborers-professional service __ ----------------------------------------- 23, 762 1, 621 
Laborers-recreation and amusement ___________________ ·---------------- 29,458 436 
Stage hands and circus helpers------------------------------------------- 4,099 175 
Laborers-cleanin~, dyeing, and pressing shops__________________________ 3, 910 639 
Laborers-domestic and personal service--------------------------------- 67, 337 4,MO 
Laborers-laundries ____________ ---------------------------______________ 11, 001 8, 292 

6-d. Servant classes_-------------------------------------------------------- 1, 026, 240 2, 312, 657 
1----1--~-

Bootblacks ____________________________ -------- -------------- ------------ 18, 747 37 
Charwomen and cleaners __________ -------------------------------------- 20, 943 40, gag 
Elevator tender•--------------------------------------------------------- 55, 2M 12, 359 
Janitors and sextons----------------------------------------------------- 273, SOS 35, 820 
Launderers and laundresses (not in laundry)---------------------------- 4,565 356, 468 
Porters (except in stores)_----------------------------------------------- 127, 436 52 
Servants----------------------------------------------------------------_ 364, 174 1, 634, 9511 
Waiters ___ -------------------------------------------------------------- 161, 315 231, 973 

I 

1 Not otherwise specified. 

SOCIAL-ECONOMIC STATUS OF GAINFUL WORKERS, BY SEX 

In table 2, the gainful workers of the United States are classified into socia.l
economic groups, by sex, for 1910, 1920, and 1930, the earlier census data having 
been revised to conforII\ with the 1930 cla.ssification-

In 1930 almost 1 gainful worker in 16 was a professional person and almost 1 in 
8 was a farmer. Merchants, other proprietors, and managers and officials, 
together, formed nearly 1 worker in 13. Clerks and kindred workers, often 
referred to as "white-collar workers", accounted for nearly 1 worker in 6. More 
than 1 worker in 8 was skilled, nearly 1 in 6 was seiniskilled, and considerably over 
1 in 4 was unskilled. The skilled, the seiniskilled, and the unskilled, togetl\er, 
comprise the manual workers. To distinguish them from the "white-collar 
workers", they may be called the "overalls and apron workers-" They numbered, 
in 1930, considerably over one-ha.If (57.9 percent) of all gainful workers. 

During the 20-year period from 1910 to 1930, some significant changes were 
taking place in the social-economic distribution of the gainful workers. The 
professional class increased rapidly-from 4.3 percent of the total workers in 1910 
to 6 percent in 1930. Farmers decreased strikingly from 16.1 to 12.3 percent of the 
total. The clerical group increased more rapidly than any other social-economic 
group-from 10 percent of the total workers· in 1910 to 16_3 percent in 1930. The 
relative importance of skilled workers and foremen increased somewhat between 
1910 and 1920 and then decreased between 1920 and 1930. Between 1910 and 
1930 the proportion of the total male workers in the semiskilled group increased 
from 11.1 percent to 14.3 percent, but the proportion of the total female workers in 
this group decreased from 27.1 to 23.5 percent. 

The unskilled constitute by far the largest social-econoinic group in the United 
States. Fortunately, the group has been declining rapidly in relative impor
tance--from 37.3 percent of the total workers in 1910 to 28.7 percent in 1930. 
There was a marked decline in the relative importance of farm laborers and some 
decline in the relative importance of factory and other laborers. The relative 
importance of the servant classes, however, was slightly greater in 1930 than in 
1910. 
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TABLE 2.-GAINFUL WORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES CLASSIFIED INTO 

SOCIAL-ECONOMIC GROt:'PS, BY SEX: 1910 TO 1930 

N'l'MBKR I Pl<RCENT DISTBI· 
BUTIOli 

SEX ANTI GROUP 

lt31 
I 

lHt 111• 1'31 mo lilt 

!100. 0 
----

Total •••••••• ---·······················-······ 48,829,880 41, 814, 248 S8, 18'T, 381 100.0 100. 0 

I. Professional persons ••••.•••.••••••••••••••••••• 2, 94.5, 797 2, ooo, 162 / 1, 632, 63s 6.0 f.9 4.3 

2. Proprietors, managers, and officials •••••••••• -- 9, 660, 540 9, 180,683 8, 579, i46 19.8 22. l 22.6 
2-a. Farmers (owners and tenants)------------16,012,012 6,387,360 6, 132,380 12.3 15. 3 16.1 2-b. Wholesale and retail dealers ______________ 1, 787,047. l,4o.1, 849 1, 246, 077 3. 7 3. 4 3.3 
:k:. Other proprietors, managers, and officials.. 1, 866, 481 1,391, 374 1,201,289 3.8 3.3 3.1 

3. Clerks and kindred workers •••••••••• ···-····-_I 7, 949, 455 5, 704,970 3,826, IM9 16.3 13. 7 10.0 

4. Skilled workers and foremen •••••••••••••••••••• 6,282, 687 fi, 570,602 4,364,060 12. 9 13.4 11,4 

6. SemW:Uled workers.-----------·----·------···- 7,977,572 6, 638, 615 5, 512,344 16. 3 16.0 I 14.4 
5-a. Semiskilled workers In manufacturing ____ 4,557,993 4,357, 451 3,674,302 9.a 10.5 9.6 
: ... b. Other semiskilled workers •••••••••••••••• 3,419,579 2,281, 164 1, 838, 043 7.0 5.5 i 4.8 

6. Unskilled workers ••. ·------·------------------- 14, 008,869 12, 469,316 14,251, 589 28. 7 30.0 I 37.3 
8-a. Farm laborers •• ----· --- -·------·----····- 4,392, 764 4, 186, 128 6,206, 633 9.0 10.1 16. a 
tl-b. Factory and building construction labor· 

ers ••••• - • -· ••• - •• - -- -•• ----. - - - - -- - - - - • - - - -• 3, 374, 143 3, 136,276 2,61!9,917 6.9 7.5 7.0 
6-c. Other laborers.. ••••• -----------·-·····---· . 2, 903, 065 2, 890, 738 2, 821, 526 I 5.9 6.9 7.4 
IHI. Servant classes-------···-·--------------- 3,338,897 2, 256, 174 2, 564, 513 6.8 5. 4 6. 7 

Jlale •• _______ -- •• -- • -••• --- •• -·---- •• ---- •••• 38,077,804 81,084, 787 80,091,684 100.0 100.0 100. 0 ------
1. Professional persons •••••••• ------··-·-·--····-- 1,497,934 1, 061, 791 913,866 3.9 3.2 3.0 

2. Proprietors, ma.nagers, and oftlclals ••••••••••••• , 9, 159,8~ 8, 757, 614 8, 183, 563 24.1 26. 6 27.2 
2-a • .Farmers 1owners and tenants) ••••••.•.••• 1 5, 749, 361 6, 121, 783 5, 859,238 15.1 18. 5 19.5 
2-b. Wholesale and retail dealers..--------·---- 1, 675, 193 1,322, 075 l, 178, 049 4.4 4.0 3.11 
2-c. Other proprietors, managers, and officials. l, 735, 336 1,313, 7M 1, 146, 276 4.6 4.0 I 3. 8 

3. Clerks and kindred workers •• -----·-····-·----- 4,877,235 3, 511, 808 2, 744,488 12.8 10.6 9.1 

f, Skllled workers and foremen •••••••••••••••••••• 6, 201,542 5, 469, 018 4, 267, 327 16. 3 16. 5 14.2 

5. Semiskilled workers.------···------------------ 5, 448, 1.58 4, 375, 995 ' 3, 326. 830 14.3 13.2 11 .. 1 
5-a. Semiskilled workers In manufacturing •.•• 2, 881,022 2,689,245 2, 032, 346 7.6 8.1 6.8 
5-b. Other semiskilled workers •••••••••••••••• 2, 567, 136 l, 686, 750 1,294,484 6. 7 5. 1 4.3 

6. Unskilled worker&--------··-·····--··---·····-- 10,893, 039 9,888,481 10,655,490 28.6 29.9 35. 4 &-a. Farm laborers ____________________________ 3, 746, 433 3, 382,899 4,679,926 U.8 10.2 15.6 
6-b. Factory and building construction labor· 

ers. ---- --- --·--·---- ••• ---·---- --- -- ------ •• 3,248,622 2, 966, 841 2, 571,215 8.5 9.0 8.li 
6-c. Other laborers •• ---------·····-·-----·-··- 2,871, 744 2,859,343 2,803,596 7. 5 8.6 9.3 
6-d. Servant claB88B---········---------------- 1,026,240 679,398 600,763 2. 7 2, 1 2.0 

Female •••• --·_ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10, 762, 118 8, 649, 611 8,010,m 100.0 100.0 100.0 ----
l. Professional persons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l, 447,863 988,371 718, 772 Id. 5 11.6 8.9 

2. Proprietors, managers, and olftcials .•.•••••••••• 505,644 422,969 396, 183 4. 7 4.9 4.9 
2-a. Farmers (owners and tenants>-------·---- 262,645 265,577 273, 142 2.4 3.1 3.4 
2-b. Wholesale and retail dealers.. ••••••••••••• 111,854 ';'9, 774. 68, 028 1.0 0. 9 0. 8 
2-c. Other proprietors, managers, and officials. 131, 145 77,618 65, 013 1. 2 0.9 0.; 

3. C'lerks and kindred workers.------------------- 3,072, 220 2, 193, 162 l, 082, 471 28.6 25. 7 13. 4 

4. SkUled workers and foremen·----------·--··---- 81, 145 101, 554 96, 733 0. 8 1.2 l. 2 

~. Semiskilled workers.·--------·-··-------------- 2,529,414 2,262,620 2, 185, 5H 23. 5 26. 5 27.1 
5-a. Semiskilled workers In manufacturing •••• l, 676, 971 1,668,206 1,641,956 16. 6 19.5 2o. 3 
5-b. Other semiskilled workers ••••••••.•.••••• 852,443 594,414 543,558 7. 9 7.0 6. 7 

6. Unskilled workers·----------------------------- 3, 115,830 2,580,835 3, 596, 099 29.0 30. 2 44.5 
8-a. Farm laborers .•..•.••••.•••••••••...••••• 646,331 803, 229 1, 525, 707 6.0 9.4 18.9 
6-b. Factory and building construction labor-

ers ••••••••. ----------------------·-- .•••.••• 
1 

125, 521 169, 435 88, 7021 1. 2 2. 0 1.1 
8-il. Other laborers .•.•••.• ··-------------·---- 31, 321 31, 395 17, 930 0. 3 .u I 0.2 
6-d. Servant classes •••.•• ----------·-·-----··- 2. 31~, 657 1, 576, 110 / 1. 963, 760 21.5 24.3 
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At each census the distribution of female gainful workers by 11ooial-eilonomio 
groups differed considerably from that of male workers. As compared with the 
corresponding proportion for males, the proportion of the females in the profes
sional group, in the clerical group, in the aemislrilled group, a:Qd in the servant group 
was particularly large; and the proportion in the proprietary, official, and mana
gerial group, in the skilled worker group, and in the different laborer groups was 
particularly small. There was a very striking increase between 1910 and 1930 in 
the proportion of female workers engaged in clerical and kindred pursuits-from 
13.4 percent to 28.6 percent; a marked decrease in the proportion employed as 
semiskilled factory workers, and in the proportion employed as farm laborers; and 
a considerable decrease in the proportion employed as servants. The proportion 
of female workers in manual pursuits-skilled, semiskilled, and unskilled
decreased from 72.8 percent in 1910 to 53.3 percent in 1930. Larger and large~ 
proportions of the female workers were entering clerical and kindred pursuiiis and 
professional pursuits. In 1930, the proportion of the workers in each of these 
fields was far larger for females than for males. 

The six main groups shown in table 2 are arranged approximately in descending 
order of the social-economic status of the workers comprising them. Hence, the 
percentage di11tribution of the workers among these six groups furnishes a con· 
venient yardstick for measuring changes in the social-economic statµs of the 
entire labor force. If the first three main groups; comprimng profeSSional per
sons; proprietors, managers, and officials; and clerks and kindred workers, be 
combined for each of the three census years 1910, 1920, and 1930, it develops that 
the proportion of the total gainful workers in these three groups increased from 
36.8 percent in 1910 to 40.7 percent in 1920, and to 42.1 pereent in 1930. On the 
other hand, the proportion of the total workers in the ufiskilled group, comprising 
laBorers and servants, decreased from 37.3 percent in 19iO tci 30.0 percent in 1920, 
and to 28.7 percent in 193.0. Plainly, the socjal-econotnic status of the Nation's 
labor force was rising rather rapidly from 1910 to 1930. The trend was definitely 
upward--definitely away from heavy, arduous, unskilled manual labor and 
definitely toward more highly skilled manual pursuits and intellectual pursuits. 

Social-economic status of gainful workers in States and in clties.-Statistil's 
for 1930, corresponding to those shown for the United States in tables 2 and 3, 
are presented for geographic divisions and States in tables 18 to 29; aI!d Ftatistics 
col'l'('sponding to those shown for the United States in table 2, arc presented for 
cities of 500,000 or more in table 30.* These statistics show striking differences 
between the several State11, and also between the citie111 in the distribution of the 
workers by Por.ial-economic groups. For example, they show that the proportions 
which male professional persons formed of aH male workers ranged from 1.9 
percent in Mississippi to 5.7 percent in California and 9.6 percent in the District 
of Columbia;.2 and they ranged from 4.0 percent in Cleveland, Ohio, to 8.5 percent 
in Los Angeles, Calif. The figures show, also, that in a given State there were 
wide variations between population l'lasses in the social-economic distribution 
of the workers. In each area, the figures indicated marked differenl'es between 
thi two sexes. Thus, in each State and in each city of 500,000 or more, professional 
persons, clerks and kindred workers, and usually semiskilled workers, formed 
relatively larger proportions of the· female than of the male gainful workers. 

Diagram 1, based on table 2, shows graphically, by sex, the trend of the ditferent 
1ocial-economic groups from 1910 to 1930. 3 

1 The District or Columbia is coextensive with the city of Washington. 
1 For a discussion or probable future trends, see "Composition of the Nation's Labor Force," Ann. Am. 

A.cad., Vol. 184, Mar., 1086, pp. 1&-20. 

•For these 13 o1t1es, a 41str1batloa or ga1ntal workers by sex, col
or, natlT1ty, an4 econoa1c status 1• shown 1n the Appea41x. 
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DIAGR'.AM 1.-TREND OF SocIAr.-Ec•JNOMIC GRouPs IN THE UNITED STATES, BT 
SEX: 1910-30 

~ 20 L_ ________ P_R_O_P_R_IETORS~ETC_:__-==_F- ===--=-- ---- -
~ SEMISKl~x--x-i--x--x--x --•--t~.-L=-X.-

.. 
z .. 

·--·--·--·--· ~ERKS~ - --
- _ ~K~c~ - - j - - - - - - - - - - - - -

10 
.....••••..•.••••••... ~~?~.·.s.s.1?~.A.L. =~r.~~-~~~. ~. ~~=~~-~~~-=~~~. 

OL-------------------'----------------------' 1910 1920 1930 

40~----------------'M~A~L~E:....:,W~O~R~K~E~R~S'----------------~ 

----
U201--------------------+ 
IC ... .. _S~L1:!D~T'2;_ _ - - - _ - - - ___ _ 

- - - - - - - 5C::M1SKILLE0 X_L ·--Y--X-- x--x--r --r 

x--•--•--"CLE~;;,[T~-. -~- - - - - -
10 ~-=--=--=--====-~~::.:;:=;.:..;;;,;..;,_=-----+--·------·--------------< 

i 
..................... ~~?.F.E.s.s.'?~f.L, ....... j .......................................... . 

1030 1920 

&o~-----------~~__.;.F~E~M~A~L;E_W,;:.::O~R~K~E~RS"-----------------. 

~r-~~~~~~-~~-=~~~~~~=='-'=::o=::::===:::::;;I 
~ SEMISKILLED ! -- - --
~ $--x--x --x-- • --x -- •-:-:-:j:..il:.:J.x--.....-=- x 
IC E,'tc:..----- --·-·-·--• .. i~"'5· ~ 
.. 20 ------;-~ 

-----. ········~·--~:~~;~~~··r·········~··~··~·~·~·~···· ........ . 
O'-------------------'------~·-------...::;....::;;,...:::....;::...i 
lDIO 1920 



10 SOCIAL-ECONOMIC GROUPING OF GAINFUL WORKERS 

SOCIAL-ECONOMIC STATUS OF GAINFUL WORKERS, BY COLOR, 
NATIVITY, AND SEX 

Table 3 shows for native whites, foreign-born whites, and Negroes the gainful 
workers in 1930 classified into social-economic groups, by sex. 

TABLE 3.-GAINFUL WORKERS IN THE UNITED STA.TES CLASSIFIED INTO SOCIAL• 
EcoNOMic GROUPS, BY CoLo:a, NATIVITY, AND SEx: 1930 

TOTAL KALE J'EKALE 

POPULA. TION CLASS A.NI> GROUP 

Nw;nber I Per- Number Per- Number Per· 
cent cent cent --

Ba&iYe while--·-··-······-··················· U, lTS,870 100.0 111,611, 882 100. 0 7,881, 608 100.0 
1. l'rofeaslonal persons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,532,206 7.2 1, 243,081 4.5 1,289,125 16.8 

2. Pro~ton, managers, and oftlclals •••• --------- 7, 370,028 21.0 7,017,203 25.5 352,825 4.6 
k. Farmers (ownen 11Dd teDllDta) •••••••••••• 4, 598, 201 13.1 4,435,418 16. l 162, 783 2.1 
,_b. Wholesale and retail dealers •• ------------ 1, 248, 618 8.6 1,169,~ f.2 79,460 1.0 
2-c. Other proprletol'I!, managers, and ofliclals. 1,523,309 4.3 1, 412, 727 5. I 110,582 1.4 

a. Clerks and kindred workers ••••••••••• --------- 7, 103, 717 20.2 4,262,882 15. li 2,840,835 37.1 

t. 8kl1led workers and foremen-------··----------- 4,688,661 13.3 4,623, 705 16.8 64,llM 0.8 

I. Semlaldlled workers ... ------------------------- 6, 787, 360 16. 6 3,886,352 14. l 1,901,008 24.8 
&-a. Semlakllled workers In manufacturing •••• 3,265,407 9.3 1, 968,928 7.1 1,297,479 16. 9 
&-b. Other aemlskllled workers •••••••••••••••• 2,530:953 7.2 1,927,424 7.0 603,529 7.9 

a. UD8kllled workers·---------······----·---·----- 7, 1191, 398 21.9 6,478,.639 23.5 1, 212, 759 US.8 IHI. Farm laborers. ___________________________ 
2,863,482 8.1 2,669,897 9.7 203,585 2. 7 

6-b. Fa o tor y a n d building construction 
laborers. --- __ •• __ --- ••• __ ••• _ •••• _ ••••• 1,861,680 6. 3 1, 774,693 6.5 86,987 LI 

6-c. Other laborers •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1, 690,938 4.8 1,672,688 6.1 18,250 0.2 
6-d. Servant classes.-------------------------- 1,275,298 3.6 371,361 1.3 903,937 11.8 

J'oreila•bol'D while •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,411,lST 100.0 8,966,071 UNI. 0 1, 168i068 100.0 
l. l'rofessloDlll persons •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 287,US a. 9 191, 781 3.1 96,462 8.3 

2. Proprleton, managers, and oftlclals ••••••••••••• 1,263, 289 17.0 1,201,688 19.2 61, 601 5.3 
k. Farmers (owners and tenants>------------ 468, 322 6. 3 447,205 7.1 21, 117 LS 
,_b, Wholesale and retail dealers •••••••••••••• 493,431 6. 7 466,059 7.5 27,372 2.4 
k. Other proprietors, managers, and oftlclals. 301,536 4.1 288,424 4.6 13, 112 1.1 

a. Clerks and kindred workers •••••••••••••••••••• 731,204 9.9 528,593 8.5 202,611 17.5 

4. Skilled workers and foreman •••••••••••••••••••• 1,381,971 18. 6 1,367,463 21.9 H,508 1.3 

•· Bemlsldlled workers •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1, 694,471 2L5 1, 180,294 18. 9 414,177 35.8 
5-e. Semlsk111ed workers In manufacturing •••• 1,082,214 14.6 797,648 12.8 284, 1166 24.6 
6-b. Other semlskllled workers •••••••••••••••• 512, 257 6. 9 382, 646 6.1 129,611 1L2 

0. Unskilled workers •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2, 152, 949 29.1 1, 785,252 28. 5 367,697 3L8 IHI. Farm laborers ____________________________ 
199,579 2. 7 194,358 3.1 5, 221 0.6 

6-b. Factor y and building construction 
laborers •••••••••••••••• --------------- 750,640 10.1 737, 108 11.8 13, 532 1.2 

6-c. Other laborers.·---·---------------------- 591,005 8.0 586,448 9.4 4,557 0.4 
6-d. Servant classes--------------------------- 611,725 8.3 267,338 4. 3 344,387 29.8 

B epo_ ••••••• -- ---- -- --- - --- - -- ----·-··-- -- -- 6, 603, 585 100.0 8,881,888 100.0 1,840,641 100.0 
L Professional persons.-----------·----··--------- 115, 765 2.1 55,610 I.Ii 60,lM 3.3 

2. Proprietors, managers, and o11lclals ••••••••••••• 929,644 16. 9 842, 920 23.0 86, 724 4. 7 
k. Farmers (owners and tenants>------------ 873,653 15.9 797, 231 21.8' 76,422 4.2 
2-b. WholesBle and retail dealera •••••••••••••• 28,343 0.5 24,493 0. 7 I 3,850 0.2 
k. Other proprleton, managers, and oftlclals. 27,648 0.6 21, 196 0.6 6,452 0.4 

a. Clerks and kindred workers •••••••••••••••••••• 82, 6119 1.5 62, 138 1. 7 20, 531 1.1 

L Bkl11ed workers and foremen •••••••••••••••••••• 176, 912 3.2 175,537 4.8 1,375 0.1 

6, Semlsldlled workers---------------------------- 515, 381 9.4 329,374 9.0 186,007 10.1 
5-&. BemlskllJed workers In manufacturing •••• 181,079 3.3 104,441 2. 9 76,638 4.2 
6-b. Other semlaldlled workers---------------- 334,302 6.1 224,933 6.1 109,369 6. 9 

6. Unskilled workers •••••••••••• ------------------ 3,688, 164 66.9 2, 197, 314 60.0 1,485,850 so. 7 
6-e, Farm laboren •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1, 112,510 20.2 693,669 18.9 418,841 tt8 
6-b. Faotor::v and building oonstructlon 

laborers. ___ ---- __ ---- ••••• ---- ••• ------ 674, 187 12. 3 650,925 17.8 23, 262 1.3 
lkl. Other laborers·--------------------------- 616,414 9.4 li08, 754 13.9 7,660 0.4 
H. Servant classes ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,380,053 25.1 343,966 9.4 1,036,087 M.3 
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Since the six main occupation groups shown in table 3 are arranged, approxi

mately at least, in descending order of the social-economic status of the workers 
in them, the percentage distribution of the workers among these six main groups, 
as presented in column 2, furnishes a convenient basis for 'comparing the soci&l
ecC!lnomic status of the workers in the different population classes in 1930. A 
larger percentage of the native whites than of the foreign-born whites was in 
each of the first three main groups and a much smaller percentage was in each 
of the last three. The percentage, both of native whites and of foreign-born 
whites, was larger than that of Negroes in each main group except "Unskilled 
workers", where the percentage was over three times as large for Negroes as for 
native whites and considerably over twice as high for Negroes as for foreign-born 
whites. More than two out of three Negro workers in 1930 were unskilled; and 
the proportions of the Negro workers in the semiskilled group, in the skilled group, 
and in the clerical group were very small as compared with the corresponding 
proportions for native whites and foreign-born whites. 

In 1930, 48.3 percent of the native white workers, 30.8 percent of the foreign-born. 
white workers, and 20.5 percent of the Negro workers were in the first three main 
groups-the groups comprising the "head workers." In contrast, IH. 7 percent 
of the native white workers, 69.2 percent of the foreign-born white workers, and 
79.5 percent of the Negro workers were in the last three main groups--the groups 
comprising the "hand workers." 

The relatively large proportion of the Negro workers classed as "Proprietors, 
managers, and officials" is explained by the fact that 15.9 percent of the Negroes, 
as compared with 13.1 percent of the native whites and 6.3 percent of the 
foreign-corn whites, were farmers (owners or tenants). 

The distribution of the male gainful workers of the different population classes 
by social-economic status is very similar to the corresponding distribution of the 
total gainful workers, above qiscussed. 

The proportion of the total female workers engaged in professional pursuits 
in 1930 was over twice as high for native whites as for foreign-born whites, and 
over five times as high for native whites as for Negroes. Likewise, the propor
tion engaged in clerical and kindred pursuits was over twice as high for native 
whites as for foreign-born whites and nearly 34 times as high for native whites 
as for Negroes. The proportion engaged in sem.iskllled occupations was highest 
for foreign-born whites, next highest for native whites, and lowest for Negroes. 
The proportion engaged in unskilled occupations was over twice as high for foreign
bom whites as for native whites, and was over five times as high for Negroes as 
for native whites. 

The distribution of the gainful workers by social-economic groups, in 1930, is 
presented graphically, by color, nativity, and sex, in diagram 2, which is based 
on the figures in table 3. 

67555 ()-38-2 
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DIAGBAK !a.-Socu.i.-EcoNoKic GBouPs IN THE UNITED STATES, BY CoLoB, 
NATIVITY, AND SEX: 1930 
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The social-economic status of Negro gainful workers differs greatly from that 
of native white workers and from that of foreign-born white workers. In table 4 
the Negro gainful workers of the United States are classified into social-economic 
groups, by sex, for each of the 3 census years, 1910, 1920, and 1930. 

TABLE 4:.-NEGRO GAINFUL WORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES CLABBlFIED INTO 
Socui.-EcoNo.u:Ic GROUPS, BY SEx: 1910 To 1930 

NUMB BR PBBCBNT DIBTBI• 
BUTION 

SBX AND GROUP ... Int .... int lllt 111• 
------

TolaL ••••••••••••••••• ----------··- ---·-··-- 6, 503, 636 4, 894, 161 6, 199, 636 100.0 100.0 100.0 ----
1. Professional persons ••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• ll5, 765 77, ll8 64,648 2.1 1. 6 1.2 

2. Proprietors, managers, and .oftlcials •••••••...•.• 1129,644 973, 253 923,404 16. 9 20.2 17.8 
3-a. Farmers (owners and tenants>----·-··-·-- 873,653 932, 000 883,408 15.9 19.3 17.0 
2--b. Wholesale and retail dealers ______________ 28, 343 23,593 20,894 0.5 0.5 0.4 
2-c. Other proprietors, managers, and oftlcials. 27,648 17,IHO 19, 102 0.5 il.4 0.4 

3. Clerks and kindred workers.------------·-···-· 82, 669 6-3,095 38,698 1. 5 1. 3 o. 7 

4. Skilled workers and foremen-------------------- 176, 912 150,428 115,300 3.2 3.1 2.2 

5. Semiskilled workers.--------------------------- 616, 381 369, 761 268, 268 9.4 7. 7 6.0 
6-a. Semiskilled workers in manufacturing ____ 181,070. 161, 892 107, 869 3.3 3.4 2.1 
6-b. Other semiskilled workers---------------- 334,302 207,869 150, 389 6.1 4.3 2.9 

6. Unskilled workers------------------------------ 3,683, 164 3, 190,496 3, 792, 227 66.9 66.1 73.0 6-a. Farm laborers ________________ . _________ : __ 1, 112, 510 1, 198, 140 1,949,848 20.2 24.8 37.6 
6-b. Factory and bldg. constr. laborers ________ 674, 187 601, 295 438, 327 12.3 12.5 8.4 
6-c. Other laborers-------------------·--·----- 516, 414 446,lM 389,966 9.4 9.2 7.5 
6-d. Servant classes •. ----------·----------·--- 1,380,053 944,907 1,014, 096 25.1 19. 6 19.li 

Kale.·····-···-·-···-·----------'----------- 3;889,893 3, 269,889 3, 178, 664 100.0 100. 0 100.0 ----1. Professional persons_, ________ , _________________ M,610 39,434 35, 815 1.5 1.2 1.1 

2. Proprietors, managers, and oftlcials .••••••••••.• 842,920 885,385 836, 852 23.0 27.2 26.3 
2--a. F~ers (owners and tenllllts) ____________ 797, 231 851, 621 803,477 21.8 26.2 25. 3 
2--b. W olesale and retail dealers ______________ 24,493 20,456 17,888 0. 7 0.6 0.6 
2--c. Other proprietors, managers, and oftlcials. 21, 196 13,309 15,487 0.6 0.4 0.6 

3. Clerks and kindred workers _________________ , __ 62, 138 48,047 31, 926 1. 7 u 1.0 

4. Skilled workers and foremen ____________ c ____ , __ 175, 537 148,Ml 114,269 4. 8 4.8 3.6 

5. Semiskilled workers.·-------·------------------ 329,374 228,806 148, 579 9.0 1:0 4. 7 
6-a. Semiskilled workers in manufacturing ____ 104, 441 91, 817 53,430 2.9 2.8 1. 7 
6-b. Other selil!skillllll workers •••••.•••..••••• 224, 933 136,989 95, 149 6.1 4. 2 3.0 

o. Unskilled workers-------------·····-----·-··-·- 2, 197, 314 1, 902, 839 2, 011, 113 60.0 158.5 83.3 
6-a. Farm laborers·--·---·--··-·--····-··-···- 693,669 667,317 979,SM 18. 9 20.G 30.8 
6-b. Faetory and bldg. constr. laborers •• ---··· 650, 925 567,311 425, 307 17.8 17.4 13.4 
11--c. Other laborers •••••• -'··-·--_-----------·· 1Kl8, 7M 438, 157 386, 263 13.9 13. 5 12.2 
6-d. SeiVant classes, __________________________ 343,966 229,SM 220, 189 9.4 7.1 6.9 

Female •••. ___ • _______ •• _ ••• ___ -· __ .•• __ •••• _ 1,840,849 1, 6Tl, 1189 I, 011, 881 100.0 100.0 100.0 ----
1. Professional persons. ___ ----------------------·- 80, 155 37,884 28,833 3.3 u 1.4 
2. Proprietors, managers, and oftlcia)s _____________ 86, 724 87, 8418 86,lili2 4. 7 5.8 4.3 

3-a. Farmers (owners and tenants>---·-·--··-- 76,422 80,429 79, 931 4.2 5.1 4.0 2--b. Wholesale and retail dealers ______________ 3,850 3,138 3,006 0.2 0.2 0.1 
2-c. Other proprietors, managers, and oftlcials_ 6,452 4,301 3,616 0.4 0.3 0.2 

3. Clerks and kindred workers---·····------·-··-- 20,531 15,048 6, 772 1.1 1.0 o.a 
4. Skilled workers and foremen ____________________ 1,375 1,877 1,031 0.1 0.1 0.1 

5. Semiskilled workers·---········--------------·· 186,007 140, 955 109, 6711 10.1 9.0 5.4 
6-a. Semiskilled workers in manufacturing •.•• 76,638 70,075 M,439 4.2 4. 5 2. 7 
6-b. Other semiskilled workers •• ·-··-·-------- 109,389 70,880 56,240 5.0 4.5 2. 7 

6. Unskllled worters.------------·-------·····---· 1, 485, 850 1,287,867 1, 781, 114 80. 7 82.0 88.4 6-a. Farm laborers ____________________________ 418,841 530,823 970,494 22.8 33.8 48.2 
6-b. Factory and bldg. constr. laborers •.•••••• 23,262 33,984 13,020 1.3 2.2 0.11 6-c. Other laborers ____________________________ 

7,660 7,997 3,693 0.4 0.5 0.11 
6-d. Servant classes--------···-·-···-····-·-·· 1,038,087 715,053 793,907 56. 3 45.5 311.4 



14 SOCIAL-ECONOMIC GROUPING OF GAINFUL WORKERS 

Professional persons formed only 2.1 percent of all Negro workers in 1930. 
While proprietors, managers, and officials constituted 16.9 percent of the total, 
most of those in this group were either farm owners or farm tenants. Clerks and 
kindred workers formed only 1,5 percent of the total, skilled workers and foremen 
only 3.2 percent, and semiskilled workers only 9.4 percent. In 1930, more than 
two-thirds (66.9 percent) of the Negro workers were unskilled. 

The skilled, the semiskilled, and the unskilled are all manual workers. Almost 
8 out of 10 (79.5 percent) of the Negro workers in 1930 were.in these three groups. 
It is quite probable, also, that most of the Negro farm owners and farm tenants 
are actually engaged in manual labor, and that the Negro croppers, in the work 
they do, do not differ greatly from farm laborers. If the Negro farm owners and 
t.enants be considered manual workers, then, in 1930, more than 95 out of eaoh 
100 (95.4 percent) of the Negro workers were engaged in manual work; and if the 
392,897 Negro croppers be considered unskilled, then, in 1930, 74.1 percent of 
the Negro workers were in unskilled pursuits. 

During the 20-year period from 1910 to 1930, significant changes were taking 
place in the social-economic distribution of Negro gainful workers. Professional 
persons; proprietors, managers, and officials (other than farmers); and skilled 
workers and foremen increased considerably in relative importance, while the 
relative importance of clerks and kindred workers more than doubled and the 
relative importance of semiskilled workers nearly doubled. But farmers were 
relattvely less important in 1930 than in 1910, and there was a striking decline 
in the relative importance of farm laborera-from 37.6 to 20.2 percent of all 
Negro workers. There was a considerable increase, however, in the relative im
portance of nonagricultural laborers and in the relative importance of the servant 
classes. There was a marked increase in the proportion of the Negro female 
workers engaged in professional pursuits, in clerical and kindred purauU;a, and in 
aervant pursuits, respectively. 

If professional persons; proprietors, managers, and officials (exclusive of 
farmers); and clerks and kindred workera-the "head workers"-be combined, 
it develops that the proportion of the total Negro workers in these three groups 
increased from 2.8 percent in 1910 to 4.6 percent in 1930. The skilled workers 
and the semiskilled workers, combined, increased from 7.2 to 12.6 percent of the 
total during the two decades. But notwithstanding the fact that during this 
20-year period there was a gradual and important movement of Negro workers 
into higher social-economic groups, at the close of the period over two-thirds of 
them (66.9 percent) were still in unskilled pursul~ out of 10 of the males and 
over 8 out of 10 of the females. 

The changes that have been taking place in the relative importance of Negroes 
in the Nation's labor force and in the occupational and the social-economic dia
tribution of Negro workers, together with prospective changes in the industrial 
organization and the probable future mechanization of industry, indicate that 
future years will bring even more significant changes in the relative importance 
of Negro workers, in their geographical and occupational distribution, and in 
their social-economio status.• 

•For further discussion, see "The Nesro u a Factor ID the Nation's Labor Foree," Journal Am. Statls. 
AISD., Vol. 31, Sept., UIGl6. 




