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. LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

DEPARTMENT OF CoMMEncE, 
BurtEAU OF THE OENsus, 

Washington, D. 0., July 7, 1943. 

I transmit herewith Volume I of the Reports on Housing, based on data from tlw. Census of Housing taken 
as of April 1, 1940. The Census of Housing was authorized by Act of Congress on August 11, 1939, which pro
vided that it be taken "in conjunction with, at the same time, and as part of the population inquiry of the 
sixteenth decennial census. . . . " 

This volume, which is printed in two parts, presents limited tabulations 'of housing data for small areo,s and 
a summary of the data for large ar(•as. Part 1 presents a summary for the United States and statistics for the 
several States, arranged alphabetically, from Alabama to Nebraska.. Part 2 presents stn,tistics for the States 
from Nevada to Wyoming. . 

The collection and compiln.tion of these statistics and the preparation of this volume were under the super
vision of Dr. Leon E. Truesdell, Chief Statistician for Population, and Dr. A. Ross Eckler, Assistant Chief Statis
tician, assisted by Howard G. Brunsman, Chief of the Housing Statistics Unit, ahd Dave Lowery, Joseph A. 
Zettler, Edward P. Staudt, Dorothy S. Martin, and Claire F. Cahill, members of this unit. The Advisory Com
mittee to the Director on the Housing Census of 1940 rendered most helpful guidance and counsel in determining 
the content of thl~ Housing schedules and in formulating tabulation plans. Special acknowledgment is made to 
Dr. Ernest M. Fisher for his effective work as chairmftn of the Committee, and to his successor, Warren J. Vinton. 

Respectfully, 

Hon. JESSE H. ,foNEs, 

Secretary of Commerce. 

J. c. CAPT, 

Dfrector of tlie Census. 
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HOUSING 

DATA FOR SMALL AREAS 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

The 1940 Census of Housing wus authorized by ac>t 
of .Congress on August 11, 1939, "to provide informa
tion concerning thl\ number, characteristics (including 
utilities and equipmt>nt)', and geographical distribution 
of dwelling structures and dwelling units in tho United 
States . . . " The law further specified that the. 
housing census be taken "in conjunction with, at the 
same time, and as part of the population inquiry of 
the sixteenth decennial census ... " Accordingly, the 
Bureau of the Ccnslis is pl'liscnting for tlw first time 
a separate group of reports on housing, as part of the 
Sixteenth Decennial Census, taken as of April 1, 1940. 

In this volume (Volume I of tho Reports on Housing) 
are presented the first series of housing tabufotions. 
Part 1 contains a summary for the United States as a 
whole and separate sections fo1· the Statos, ananged 
alphabetically, from Alabama to Nebraska. Thl' 
statistics for the States from Nevada to Wyoming are 
shown in Part 2. The material was first published in 
a United States Smr.mary bulletin, and in a series of 
State bulletins, one for each State, Pntit1ed "Housing, 
First Series, Data for Small Areas." These bulletins, 
with minor corrections, have~ been bound together as 
sections of the present volume. 

Statistics are, prt\S(\nted for continental United States .. 
for regions and geogtaphical divisions, for en.ch State 
and for the urbn,n, rural-nonfarm, and rural-form areas of 
each State, for counties, for incorporn.ted places of 
1,000 jnhabitants or more, for wards of cities of 10,000 
or more, for minor civil divisions, and for metropolitan 
districts. The subjects presented for all aroas are the 
total number of dwelling units classified by occupancy 
and tenure, color of occupants, number of units having 
more than 1.50 persons per room, state· of repair, 
and plumbing equipment. Additional subjects shown 
for urban and rural-nonfarm areas include number of 
residential structures, average monthly rent or rental 
value of dwelling units, and mortgage status of owner
occupied nonfarm units; and for rural-farm areas 
addit.ional information is shown concerning electric 
lighting, running water, and toilet facilities. 

The more detailed statistics shown in other publi
cations on Housing are described in the Introduction 
to the United States Summary. 

Maps.-Maps showing minor civil divisions and 
urban phtcl1s appear in Volume I of the Sixteenth Census 
Reports on Population. Maps showing counties and 
places of 10,000 or more are included in Volume II of 
the R<1ports on Population. Maps of the metropolitan 
districts, showing the central cities and minor civil 
divisions, also appear in Population Volume II. 

Arrangement of tables in State sections.-A descrip
tion of the nrrangement of tables in the United States 
Summ11ry may be found in that s<~ction. The present 
discussion is confined to a description of the arrange
ment of materials in the State sections of this volume. 
The tables in the Stu,te sections are arranged on the 
bMis of the areas for which figures are presented. 
Tables 1, 2, and 3 show summary figures for the State 
and for urban, runl-nonfu.rm, and rural-farm areas. 
Table 4 contains the basic statistics for urban places 
having 2,500 inhabitants or more and for wards of 
cities of 10,000 or more. Table 5 shows similar data 
for counties by minor civil divisions (townships, etc.) 
and incorporated places of 1,000 or mol'c. In table 6, 
statistics for ruml-farm dwelling units are shown for 
counties and m.inor civil divisions. 'fable 7 presents 
the statistics for metropolitan districts and for ur.ban 
and rural arco.s, minor civil divisions, and urban places 
of 2,500 or more within the districts. This table ap
pears only in the sections for States which contain the 
principal central city of a mot.ropolitan district; data for 
the entire district are shown in one section, even though 
·parts of the district may be located in another State. 

Schedules and instructions to enumera.tors.-The 
sclwclules used in enumemting occupied dwelling units 
and vacant dwelling units in the 1940 Census are repro
duced as an appendix to Part 1 of Volume II of the 
Reports on Housing. The census enumera~ors were 
supplied with printed instructions on the method of 
filling out the schedule and on the method of determin
ing what dw<'lling units were to be enumerated. These 
instructions n,lso are presented in the appendix to Part 1 
of Volume II. 

De:finition of terms.-Definitions of the terms 
used in classifying the housing data are given in the 
Introduction to the United States Summary. 

1 



2 HOUSING-SMALL AREAS 

Minor civil divisions.-The Census Bureau applies 
the general term "minor civil divisions" to the pri
mary political divisions into which counties are divided 
(townships, districts, precincts, etc.). The designation 
of these divisions varies from State to State, and a fow 
States have more than one type. Ordinarily, incorpo
rated places form secondary divisions of the minor civil 
divisions in which they are located. In some States, 
however, all or some of the incorporated places them
selves constitute primary divisions of the counties; and 
the larger cities often contain all or part of several 
minor civil divisions. For the situation in a particular 
Statet see the appropriate State section in Volume I of 
the Reports on Population. 

Where an incorporated place is located in two or 
more minor civil divisions in the same county, housing 
data for the place are shown in connection with the 
presentation for the first division. When the place is 
situated in two or more counties, the data are shown in 
connection with each county. 

Any minor civil division that contained no dwelling 
units in 1940 is omitted from the present volume. It 
will be noted, also, that detailed data are not shown for 
divisions containing fewer than three dwelling units, 
although the dwelling units in such places are included 
in the totals for larger areas. 

Availability of unpublished da.ta.-Housing character
istics of the type presented in table 4 of the State 
sections have been tabulated for all dwelling units in 
each enumeration district in urban places and for the 
nonfarm dwelling units in each rural enumeration dis-

trict. 'l'he data presented in table 6 of the State 
sections have been tabulated for the farm dwelling 
units in ench rural enumeration district. Although it 
bas not been practicable to publish the data for enumer
ation districts, the statistics can be made available, 
upon request, for the nominal cost of transcribing or 
reproducing them. Copies of maps showing enumera
tion district boundaries can also be furnished, usually 
at nominal cost. Requests for such unpublished 
statistics, addressed to the Director of the Census, 
Washington, D. C., will receive a prompt reply which 
will include an estimate of the cost of preparing the data. 

Use of the data for small areas.-The tabulation of 
housing characteristics for areas as small as minor civil 
divisions or incorporated places of less than 2,500 
inhabitants provides descriptive material of consider
able value for small communities. The statistics will 
also be useful in compiling totals for various other 
areas that may be defined to meet the special require
ments of individual investigators. In using the data 
it should be recognized that the figures for many of 
these small areas represent the work of only one or two 
enumerators and that, consequently, the qualitative 
housing characteristics are subject to a wider margin of 
error than is to be expected in the figures for counties 
and cities, which represent returns made by a lnrger 
number of enumerators. This qualification applies 
particularly to the number of dwelling units reported 
as needing major repairs, since the enumeration of this 
item depended to a considerable extent upon the 
judgment of individual enumerators. 
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