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FOREWORD 

Sampling techniques were utilized in the Sixteenth Decennial Census for 
the first time in the history of the Population Census. The use of sam
pling methods permitted the collection of statistics on a larg'er number or 
inquiries than has heretofore been possible, the release of preliminary 
population statistics at an early date, and the tabulation of a great many 
social and economic characteristics of the population at a relatively low 
cost. 

This report is based on the tabulation of samples of the census returns 
and presents statistics on the characteristics of urban and rural-nonfarm 
families and heads of families in relation to the tenure and monthly rent 
of their dwelling units. The data provide a means for the analysis of the 
characteristics of families at different economic levels as measured by 
monthly rent. The report was prepared under the supervision of Dr. Leon E. 
Truesdell, Chief Stat~stician for Population, and Dr.· A. Ross Eckler, 
Assistant Chief statistician, by Howard G. Brunsman, Chief of Housing Sta
tistics, and Edward P. Staudt, Housing Analyst. The sampling procedures 
were under the direction of Dr. w. Edwards Deming, Mathematical Adviser. 
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FAMILIES 

TENURE AND RENT 

INTRODUCTION 

GENERAL 

This report presents statistics on the characteristics of ur
ban and rural-nonfarm families and heads of families in relation 
to the tenure and monthly rent of the dwelling uni ts occupied by 
the families. The statistics are based on the tabulation of a 
sample of the returns of the Population and Housing censuses. 
taken as of April 1, 1940. 1 Families are classified by size, 
number of children under 21 years old, number of lodgers and 
subfamilies, number or persons in the labor force, number of 
employed workers, class-of-worker composition, family employ
ment status, family wage or salary income, and receipt of other 
income. Heads of families are shown by race, nativity, citizen
ship, sex and marital status, age, emploY,IIlent status, major 
occupation group, migration status, and residence of migrants 
in 1935. Statistics are presented for the United states, for 
the four regions, for the urban and rural-nonfarm parts of the 
United States and regions, for cities of 1,000,000 inhabitants 
or more, and for metropolitan districts of 500 ,000 inhabitants 
or more. 

Related reports on families. - This is one of a series of re
ports presenting statistics for families, based on the tabula
tion of a sample of the returns of the 1940 Censuses of Housing 
and Population. The specific titles of other reports in the 
series, and a brief summary of the subjects covered, are given 
below. 2 

Income and Rent: Data on wage or salary income and re
ceipt of other income in 1939 are shown in this report for 
urban and rural-nonfarm families classified by tenure and 
rent,andcross-classified by housing characteristics, family 
characteristics, and characteristics of the head. statistics 
are presented for regions and metropolitan districts of 
1,000,000 or more. 

Family Wage or Salary Income- in 1939: Statistics on wage 
or salary income and receipt of other income in 1939, for 
families classified by characteristics of the family and of 
the head, are shown for regions and for cities or 1,000,000 
or more. 

General Characteristics: Characteristics of families and 
of family heads for States, cities or 100,000 or more, and 
metropolitan districts of 200,000 or more, are presented in 
this report. Heads of families are shown by race, nativity, 
parentage, citizenship, sex, marital status, age, highest 
grade of school completed, migration status and 1935 resi
dence, employment status, and major occupation group. Fam
ilies are classified according to tenure, size, number of 
children, labor force status of children 14 to 17 years old, 
number of lodgers and subfamilies, family employment status, 
class-of-worker composition. and family wage or salary income 
in 1939. Statistics for quasi households, such as institu
tions, hotels, and lodging houses, are also shown in this 
report. 

Characteristics of Rural-farm Families: Rural-farm fam
ilies are classified by tenure, occupation of the head, and 
in some cases by value or rent, and cross-classified by se-

1 The 1940 Popt\lation Census schedule is reproduced in Part 1 of Vol
ume III and Part l of Volume IV of the Sixteenth Census Reports on 
Population. The 1940 Housing Census schedules are reproduced in Part 
1 or Volume II of the Sixteenth Census Reports on Housing. The cor
responding instructions to enumerators are also reproduced in these 
volumes. 

2 At the time this report goes to press (May 1943) these reports are 
in various stages of completion, and the titles and contents may be 
somewhat altered before publication. 

lected housing characteristics, family characteristics and 
characteristics of the head. 3tatist1cs are presented for 
regions and geographic divisions. 

Types of Families: Characteristics of families by fam
ily type, that is, by sex and marital status of head, and 
number of children, are presented in this report by age of 
head and other characteristics of the head and of the fam
ily. Statistics are shown for regions and for cities of 
1,000,000 or more. 

Employment Status: Data for fami-1es by n'.lmter and em
ployment status of persons in the labor force, by ·::hara::ter
istics of the fa'llilY and of the farnily head, are presented in 
this report for regions and for cities of 1,000,000 or more. 

Size of Family and Age of Head: Characteristics of fam
ilies and of family heads, by type and size of family and 
age or head, are presented in this report for regions and 
for cities of 1,000,000 or more. 
Related reports on population and housing.~ Volu.~es I, II, 

and III or the Reports on Housing show statistics on tenure and 
rent. Volume I, entitled "Data for Small Areas," presents 11'.Il
ited housing data, including number of occupied dwelling units 
by tenure, and average monthly rent, for States, counties, in
corporated places of 1,000 inhabitants .or more, minor civil 
divisions, and metropolitan districts. Volume II, entitled "Gen
eral Characteristics, 11 presents statistics or. tenure, '!~l u.e or 
monthly rent, size of household, race of head, number or rooms, 
housing facil1 ties and equipment, and other characteristics, for 
States, counties, urban places, and metropolitan districts. 
Volume III, entitled "Charucteristics by Monthly Rent or Value," 
presents statistics showing the relationship betv.een rent or 
value and housing characteristics such as type of structure, 
age of dwelling unit, state of> repair and plumbing equipment, 
number of rooms, size of household, race of head, persons per 
room, and housing facilities and equipment. Statistics in this 
volume are presented for States, cities or 50,CvO ir~1abitants 
or more, and metropolitan districts having a central city of 
100,000 or more or a gross population of 150,000 or more. 

Volume II of the Reports on Population, entitled "Cl1aracter
istics of the Population," presents data on general population 
characteristics and condensed labor force statistics for States, 
counties, all urban places, and metropolitan districts. Volume 
III of the Reports on Population, entitled "The Labor Force -
Occupation, Industry, Employment, and Income," gives more de
tailed data on the labor force for States and for cities of 
100,000 or more. Volume IV, entitled "Characteristics t:y Age -. 
Marital status, Relationship, Educ&tion, and c i tizenl?hip," deals 
with general population characteristics for States and for cit
ies of 50,000 or more, and presents data on marital status and 
relationship to head of household as well as other data less 
closely related to family characteristics. Otter publications 
will present characteristics of the migrant populutiorr for 
states and large cities. 

Data from previous censuses.-The number of nonfarm fa~ilies 
classified by tenure and v::i.lue or rent was first published by 
the Bureau of tte Census in Volume VI of the 1930 Population 
renorts. The report included statistics on ct.arc.cteristics of 
families and heads of families classified by tenure but not by 
value or rent, Family statistics were presented for each State 
by counties and for all incorporated places of 2, 500 or more. 

Arrangement of tables. - Tables are arraDEed by subject and 
area; for eac.t subject the table or tables preser..tirJE· data for 
the United States are followed by a table for regions, cities, 
and metropolitan districts. 

Availability of unpublished data. - Stc.tistics for regions, 
cities of 1,000,000 or more and metropolitan districts or 50u,OOO 
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2 FAMILIES, 1940 
or more were tabulEted in the same detail as for the United 
States. The data for f&.milies that migrated from urban places, 
as shown in tables 18 and 19, were tabulated by size of place 
in the following groups: 100,000 or more; 25,000 to 100,000; 
10,000 to 25,000; and 2,500 to 10,000. Because of space 
limitation the data were published in condensed form. The un
published statistics, so far as the figures are large enough to 
be significant, can be made available upon request, for the cost 
of transcribing or reproducing them. Requests for such statis
tics, addressed to the Director of the Census, Washington, D. c., 
will receive a prompt reply, which will include an estimate of 
the cost of preparing the data. 

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS .AND EXPLANATIONS 

Urban and rural areas.~ Urban population, as defined by the 
Bureau of the Census, is in general that residing in cities and 
other incorparated places having 2, 500 inhabitants or more. The 
remainder of the population is classified as rural, and is sub
divided into the rural-farm population, which comprises all ru
ral residents living on farms, and the rural-nontarrr. population, 
which comprises the :remaining rural papulation. In the present 
report figures are -restricted to families in urban and rural
nonfar:r. areas. (For further details on the urban-rural clas
si!ication, see Population, Volume I, entitled "Number of 
Inhabitants.") 

Metropolitan districts.~ A metropolitan district has been 
set up fo:r use in the 19.W Censuses of Population and Housing 
in connection with each city of 50,000 o:r more, two or more 
such cities sometimes being in one district. The general plan 
is to include in the district, in addition to the central city 
or cities, all adjacent and contiguous minor civil divisions or 
incorporated pl~ces having a population of 150 or more per 
square mile. In some metropolitan districts a rew less densely 
populated contiEuous divisions are included on the basis or 
special qualifications. A metropolitan district is thus not a 
political unit but rather an area including all the thickly 
settle~ territory in and around a city or group of cities. It 
tends to te a more or less integrated area with common economic. 
social, and, often, ad.~inistrative interests. In the present 
report, statistics are shown for urban and rural-nonfarm areas 
in each of the 22 metropolitan districts of 500,000 inhabitants 
or more. · 

Family, private houser.old, and occupied dwelling unit.- The 
term "fE<-~ily,u as defined in the 1940, 1930, and 1900 censuses, 
is limited to private families and excludes the small number 
(about B0,000) of inst1tut1ons and other quasi households which 
were counted as families in the other censuses since 1850. A 
private family comprises a family head and all other persons in 
the home wto are related to the head by blood, marriage, or 
adoption, and who live together and share common housekeeping 
arrange~ents. A person living alone is counted as a one-person 
private family. A head sharing his living accommodations wlth 
one er more unrelated persons is also counted as a one-person 
private family. A group of related persons residing permanent
ly or for an indefinite period in an apartment hotel is counted 
as a private family. 

r-ne term "private household0 is used in the 1940 Population 
Census to include the related family members (who constitute 
tte private ta.~ily) and the lodgers. servants, or hired ·hands, 
1! any, wtiO reg..ilarly lived in the home. Thus, the number of 
private households is the same as the number of private fam
ilies, but the total number of persons in private households 
1nclud.es some ir~dividuals who are not members of private fam
ilies. A fa~ily group reporting more ttian 10 lodgers is clas
sified as a quasi household (specifically, as a lodging house) 
Nttr..er tr.an as a private family or private household. Statis
tics en the number of private households for States and cities 
of 5C,OOO or :oore are shown in the tabll;ls on relationship to 
head or housetold in Volume TV of the Reports on Population. 

An "occupied dwelling unit," as the term is used in the 1940 
Housing Census. is ttle living quarters occupied by one house
r.old. An occu;::;ied d'A'elling unit may be a detached house· a 
tenen::ent. flf.it, or apartment in a larger .building {an apart~ent 

an apartm£cr..t hotel, or a section of a hotel devoted en
to apartment rather than to transient use); a room in a 

structure pr1.-nar1ly devoted to business or other nonresidential 
or a tourist catin, trailer, railroad car, boat tent 
occupied bY persons r...aving no other place of residence: 

The IT!Jll:ber o'f occupied dwelling units obtained from the Hous
~r~: census is approximately the same as the number or private 
... a:n111es obta1nea from the Population census. Abo:i.t 115 ooo 
f.&::1lies ~ere eni4~erated at some place other than their u~ual 
p'.l.ace F.Jf re:1der..ce; these were counted as private families, 

though their living quarters were not included in the classifi
cation of occupied dwelling units. On the other hand there 
were about 20,000 households with more truin 10 lodgers whose 
quarters were included as occupied dwelling uni ts, though the 
households were not classified as private families, but rather 
as lodging houses (quasi households). The living quarters ot 
all other classes of quasi households such as institutions, 
schools, labor camps, military or naval posts, and the transient 
population of hotels were excluded from the count of occupied 
dwelling uni ts. These differences between the number of private 
families and the number of occupied units are numerically minor 
and paptly offsetting. 

Tenure.-Families are classified by tenure into two groups: 
Owner and tenant. A family is classified as an owner family if 
the dwelling unit occupied was owned wholly or in part by the 
head of the family or by some related member of his family liv
ing in the dwelling unit. All other families are .classitied as 
tenant families whether or not cash rent was actually paid tor 
the, living quarters. Families residing in rent-free quarters 
or in living accommodations which were received in payment for 
services performed are thus included with the tenant families. 

Rent.-The rent data represent the reported contract rent or 
tenant-occupied dwelling units and the estimated rental value 
or owner-occupied dwelling units. For dwelling units for which 
no money rent was paid, the estimated monthly rental value 
based on the monthly rental paid tor similar dwelling units in 
the neighborhood was reported. 

Head of family. - One person in each family was designated in 
the 1940 census as the family head, being usually the person 
regarded as head by the members of the family. The number or 
heads is, therefore, equal to the number of families. The head 
of a private family ls usually a married man and the chief 
breadwinner in the family. In some cases, however, the head is 
a parent of the chief earner or is the only adult member of the 
household. 

Race.-Three major racial groups of ramily heads are distin
guished in certain tables: White, Negro, and "Other races." 
Data for three of the "other races," ·the Indian, Chinese, and 
Japanese are shown separately for the United States. Persons 
of Mexican birth or ancestry who were not definitely Indian or 
of other nonwhite race were returned as white in 1940. 

For the· South, statistics are presented separately for white 
and nonwhite families. Families are classified as white or 
nonwhite in accordance vrith the race or the head of the ram1ly. 

Nativity and parentage. - In certain tables, white ramilies 
are classified according to the nativity and parentage or the 
head. White heads of families are divided into two tundamental 
nativity groups, native and foreign born. In this classifica
tion by nativity, a person born in the United States or in any 
of its territories or possessions is counted as native. In the 
classification by parentage, which is applied only to the na
tive white population, there are three primary groups as 
follows: (1) Native parentage (both parents born in the United 
States or in the outlying possessions); (2) foreign parentage 
(both parents foreign born); and {3) mixed parentage {one par
ent native and the other foreign born). Data for persons of 
mixed parentage are not shown separately in this report. 

Citizenship.- The foreign-born white heads of families are 
classified as naturalized or alien. The aliens are subdivided 
into those having first papers--that is, having made formal 
declaration of intention to become citizens of the United 
States--and those not having first papers. In addition to the 
citizen and alien categories, there is a third group made up of 
foreign-born persons for whom no report on citizenship was ob
tained, designated "citizenship not reported." Most of the heads 
of families for whom no report on citizenship was obtained are 
probably aliens. 

Sex and marital status or head. - Data are presented by sex 
of head and by marital status of male heads. IR addition data 
are presented for the United States on marital status of female 
heads. 

The statistics on marital status of the family head refer to 
the marital status at the time the census was taken. Heads or 
families classified as "married" comprise both those who have 
been married only once, and those who remarried after having 
been divorced or widowed. Since it ls probable that some di
vorced persons are reported as married, widowed, or single, the 
census returns doubtless understate somewhat the actual number 
of divorced heads of families who have not remarried. 

A male head was classified as ''married, wife present, 11 i! 
his wire was reported as a member of the household in which he 
was enumerated. Females were not classified as heads ot fam
ilies if their husbands were living in the household a~ the 
time the census was taken. A family with a male head, married, 
wife present, is regarded as a "normal" family. 
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The group "married, husband absent" and the group "married, 

wife absent" consist of married heads whose husbands or wives 
were not living in the same household at the time of the census. 
These two groups include married heads whose families had been 
broken by separation (often preceding divorce), immigrants whose 
husbands or wives were abroad, husbands or wives of persons 
enumerated as inmates of institutions, and other married heaas 
whose usual place of residence was not the same as that of 
their husbands or wives, including soldiers, sailors, men in 
labor camps, etc., and their wives. 

Age of head. - The age classification is based on the age of 
the person at his last birthday before April 1, 1940, that is, 
the age in completed years. 

Migration status and 1935 residence of head.-The 1940 census 
included a series of questions designed to provide data on the 
movement of the population during the five-year period between 
April 1, 1935, and April 1, 1940. For this purpose, informa
tion was obtained on the place of residence in 1935 of all per
sons five years old and over. In the present report, families 
are classified according to migration status, the two basic 
groups being designated migrants and nonmigrants, with 1935 
residence in terms of urban and rural areas. 

Migrants are those persons who lived in different counties 
(or quasi counties) in 1940 and 1935. !n this classification, 
a city of 100,000 or more inhabitants is treated as a quasi 
county, and the remainder of its county as another. Thus mi
grants comprise: (a) Those living in different counties in 
1940 and 1935; (b) those. living in a city of 100,000 or more in 
1940 but living elsev.here in the same county in 1935; and (c) 
those living in a city of 100,000 or more in 19353 but living 
elsewhere in the same county ~n 1940. In this report, immi
grants, that is persons who were living in foreign countries or 
in the outlyinr territories or possessions of the United States 
in 1935, are included, with migrants. 4 The classification of 
migrants by place of residence in 1935 shows separately urban 
areas in four city size groups, rural-nonfarm areas,andrural
farm areas. 

Norunigrants are those persons who lived in the same county 
(or quasi county) in 1940 as in 1935. Among the nonmigrants, a 
distinction is made betv.een those living ih the same house in 
1940 as in 1935 and those living in a different house in 1940 
than in 1935. 

The statistics on migration do not indicate the particular 
areas in which the migrants lived in 1935. Furthermore, these 
statistics do not indicate all the movements made by the family 
heads between 1935 and 1940, since many families changed their 
residence several times during that period. In some cases, of 
course, the family head returned to the city or county where he 
had lived in 1935, so that the head was classified as a non
migrant even though he had moved at least twice 1n the five-year 
period, 1935 to 1940. 

Children under 21 years old.- The count of children under 21 
years old in the families includes all unmarried children with
in this age class who are related to the head of the family 
either by blood or by adoption. Stepchildren are included, but 
not roster children or ~~rds. Grandchildren, nephews, nieces, 
and other related children not sons or daughters of the head 
are included but the number is relatively small. 

Size of family.- In the classification of families according 
to size, only the head of the family and persons related to the 
head by blood, marriage, or adoption are counted. Lodgers, 
resident servants, guests, and foster children or wards are 
omitted from the number of persons in the family but are in
cluded in the number of persons in the household, as shown in 
Volume II of the Reports on Housing. Most of the one-person 
families shown in the classification represent persons living 
alone. A number of so-called partnership families, however, 
are also included in this group; in such families one person 
has been classified as the head, and the others have been 
counted as lodgers. 

Lodgers and subfamilies. - In the classification of families 
according to number of lodgers, certain persons have been 
counted as lodgers, in addition to those specifically returned 
as lodgers or roomers. The more important of these are unre
lated partners sharing the living quarters of the family head; 
employees of the head, other than servants, such as hired hands 
living with the farm family; foster children and wards; and 
guests wit4 no other usual place of residence. The distinction 
between a private family with many lodgers or boarders and a 
lodging house is sometimes difficult to make,· but, as stated 

3 ill. classifications of place of residence in 1935, either as urban 
or

4 
rural, or by city size, are based on the 1930 census. 
In the reports on internal migration, :!,mmigrants are shown sepa

rately f'rom migrants, 

above, households with more than 10 lodgers are excluded 
from the classification of private families. This line of 
division conforms with that used in the 1930 family tabula
tions. 

A "subfamily," as the term is used in the 1940 census, is a 
married couple not including the head of the family, with or 
without children. Married couples who are lodgers are counted 
as subfamilies, but not those who are resident servants. Sub
families related to the head of the family have been subdivided 
into three groups according to their relationship to the head. 
The first group of subfamilies is designated "parents of 
head" and includes the parents of the head or of his wife. The 
second group of subfamilies is designated "children of head" 
and includes subfamilies in which the husband or the wife is a 
child, an adopted child, or a stepchild of the head. The third 
group of subfamilies is designated "other related persons" and 
includes all related subfamilies in which the relationship to 
~he head of the family does not belong in either of the two 
preceding groups. 

The fact that there is a subfamily in a given household is 
not in itself any evidence of "doubling up," that is or the 
crowding into one dwelling unit of two families which would 
normally occupy separate quarters, since factors such as choice 
or convenience, rather than economic necessity or scarcity of 
housing, often account for the composition of these complex 
househo:lis. 

Persons in the labor force.~ In some of the tables in this 
report. families are classified according to the number of re
lated persons 14 years old and over who were in the labor force 
during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940. The. labor force con
sists of persons 14 years old and over who were employed for 
pay or profit or engaged in unpaid family work, or who were on 
public emergency work or seeking work during the census week. 
(For definitions of these employment status categories, see 
''Family Employment status," below. ) 

The classification of families by number of persons in the 
labor force provides an indication of the number of workers 
normally contributing to the support of the family. In many 
cases. however, the members. of the family are financially more 
or less independent of one another, so that the family does not 
function as a single economic unit. It should also be borne in 
mind that many persons not 1n the labor force derive income from 
sources such as pensions, investments, and public assistance 
payments, which often provide a large part, and sometimes all, 
of the family's means or support. Most of the families with no 
members in the labor force presumably derive their support from 
such sources; the heads of such families are in large part wid
ows and elderly men who have retired from the labor force. 

Family employment status.~ The classification by family em
ployment status is designed to show employment and unemployment 
among family m§mbers in the labor force. For this purpose, 
families with one person in the labor force are classified ac
cording to whether that person was employed during the census 
week; and those with two or more persons in the labor force are 
classified into three groups: (a) Those in which all of the 
persons in the labor force were employed; (b) those with 1 or 
more employed persons, and 1 or more persons seeking work or on 
public emergency work; and (c) those in which none or the per
sons in the labor force was employed. 

Data on family employment status have not been obtained in 
any previous census. They are presented here because of their 
value in the study of the impact of unemployment upon families 
as economi~ units, and in the analysis of public assistance 
needs resultirig from unemployment. 

The classification according to family employment status is 
based on the employment status classification for individuals 
in the labor force, in which the following categories are dis
tinguished: 

Employed.- The group classified as employed includes per
sons who worked for pay or profit at any time during ttie 
week of March 24 to 30, 1940, in private work or non-emer
gency Federal, State, or local government work, or assisted 
without pay on a !amily farm or in a !amily business; and 
persons not actually at work and not seeking work during the 
week of March 24 to 30, 1940, but with jobs, businesses, or 
professional enterprises from which they were temporarily 
absent because of vacation, illness, industrial dispute, bad 
weather, or lay-off not exceeding 4 weeks with definite in
structions to return to work on a specific date. For con
venience in terminology, the term "Employed" is used in this 
report to refer to the group designated - "Employed (except 
on public emergency work)" in the publications presenting 
data for individuals. 

on public emergency work.-This category includes persons, 
who, during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, were at work 
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on, or assigned to, public emergency '{:ork projects conducted 
by the Wor}: Projects ;..dministration (WPA), the National Youth 
Adr::inistration (rJYA), the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), 
or State or local work relief agencies. 5 

Seeking work. - This category represents persons without 
worl: of any sort in the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, who 
were actively seeking work during that week. 
Number of employed v:or}:ers. -A classification of families 

according to the number of persons in the family who were em
ployed during the census week, without regard to the total m.un
ber in the labor force, is presented in some or the tables. 
These data provide an indication of the nu.mber of persons in 
the family who were earning income or were engaged in unpaid 
family work at the time of the census (excluding those working 
on public emergency projects). 

Employment status of head. - Families are classified according 
to the employment status of the family head, showing separately 
families in which the head was employed, on public emergency 
wcrk, seeking wori:, or not in the labor force during the census 
week, Since the family head 1s usually the principal breadwin
r.er, this classification is useful as an added indication or 
the eccnc:nic impact of unemployment upon fa"nilies. In some 
fa'Uilies, however. the :r.ead was a dependent, such as an aged 
father or motl~er supported by the children. Many or the 
heads wto were not in the labor force were probably· depen
der.ts. 

Major occupation group of head. - For farnilies with employed 
heads, the classification according to the current major occu
pation group of the family head gives an indication of .. the gen
eral economic and social status of the family, which tends to 
be closely associated with the occupation or the head. 

Data on the occupational characteristics of all f@nily heads 
in tte l!ibor force are not shown in this report because of the 
dif'fi cult::: of interpreting an aggregate consist in@: of ( 1) cur
rent cccu;:ations (for employed heads); (2) occupations pursued 
on emergemc:,• work projects (for heads on public emergency work); 
and tz) latest occupations (for heads seeking work), which may 
represent ¥:ork that ended a week before the census date or many 
years in the past. 

In class11'ying occupation returns tor 1940, the Bureau or 
the Census used a classification systerr. with 451 occupation ti
tles. For a list of the occupations included in each major 
group, see Part 1 of Volume II of the Reports on Popula
tion. 

Fa.'111 ly Yage or salar,,r income and receipt of other income in 
1939. - In l94G, ir.quirles concerning income 11.ere made for the 
first ti~e in tte history of the Population census, in order to 
provide statistics regarding the adequac:,• of employment and the 
econor::ic 1,ell-beir.r, of tte people. All persons 14 years old 
arid over ( exce;t inmate.::: or spec1r1ed institutions) were asked 
to report ( 1) the a·ncur1t of money wage or salar-J income received 
ir: 1929, and {2) whetter inco:ne arrJOuntin;..: to $50 or more was 
received :1n 193:1 fror.i sources other tl:.an money wages or salaries. 
Tte sec::md questfon was included in order to identify those per
sons or fa.'til1es whose income rror:J. money wages or salaries rep
resented all or nearly all or their inco:ne. 

Wages er salar-,1 income. as defined for the purpose of the 
1940 census, ir.cludes all money received by persons as compen
sation for ~erk or services per1'ormed as employees, including 
comr;,issi:::.--..s, tips, piece-rate pay:nents, bonuses, etc., as well 
us receipts cor:imonly referred to as wages or salaries. Enumer
r:i.tors 1111ere 1nstru.cteu :not to consider as wage or salar:r income 
receipts !'.'r:>r:i business :profits. fees, travel reimbursements, 
sale er unemplQJ'"!T!E:nt co:npensation, etc., nor compensation 

tr.an money. such as meals, lodging, clothing, and 

or salar; incoc;e wac obtained by combining the 
anc ;:;c . .i.t:u- ,.,.,.,.; re;;>0rted by all related persons 14 years old 

in tr.e :'&.'!lily. FC..."llilies were classified as having 
or sala!"'.f 1rn::om~ !:Ct reported when no report on wage or 

income ~·az o::Jtained :ror one or more members who were 
tte li:.bcr ror-::e anc clszsified as wage or salar-J workers 
not i:r. t:"e labor force tut renorted one or more wee}·~ 

~·orr:e-d 1r.. 192'::1. W'.r~en the question on,., wage or salary lncom~ w~s 
net f..r .. swertd fer employers. 0\11:n-account workers, unpaid family 

11 
Cona1'4nble uabers or perao.na actually on public emergency work 

proJects :were reported as employed, seeking work, or not in the labor 
torn, histead or on public em.argenc:r ~rk. The data on family em
plOJl'IM'l!lt st.ati.ls presenUH'l iz this report thus tend to understate the 
UJ:lw.:::rt of COl!liJllete and partial fl.ll!!ily uneaployment a.t the tim.e ot th 
1::.r:us1-1s, to the ert111nt tut s1u1rgency workers were classiri d e 
'• 8#.1 . t , t ... - e as em.-

p.-;,y or i:i,t) .1.ri. """' labor to:rce. See Put 1 or Vol-ume III or the Re-
J'Gl'U Po-.v1'1at1o:n for a discussion o:r _persQJls on public emergency 
'lll'Ol"Jc. 

workers, new workers, or for persons not in the labor force 
other than those mentioned above, it was asswned that they had 
no wage or salary income. This was done because relatively few 
of tbese groups of persons v:orked for wages or salaries in 1939, 
and the enumerator left the colwnn blank in most cases because 
he believed that the question on w<o.ge or· salary income was in
applicable. 

"Other income" as defined in the 1940 census, includes all 
income other than money wages or salaries, such as income from 
roomers or boarders, business profits, professional fees, 
receipts from the sale of farm products, rents, interest, divi
dends, unemployment compensation, direct relief, old-age assis
tance. pensions, annuities, royalties,. regular contributions 
from persons other than members of the immediate family, and 
income received in kind from sources other than the immediate 
family .. 

Families were classified as "with other income" if any re
lated person 14 years old or over reported the receipt of $50 
or more o! income from sources other than wages or salaries. 
Families were classified as ''Without other income" 1f all mem
bers 14 years old and over reported that they had not received 
other income amounting to $50 or more. Persons engaged in home 
housework or in school who failed to report on the receipt or 
nonreceipt of other income were considered to have received no 
other income. Families were classified in the category "other 
income not reported" 1f one or more members, other than those 
engaged in home housework or in school, failed to report on the 
receipt or nonreceipt of other income, and no other member re
ported that he had received other income. Since rel&tively few 
persons engaged in home housework or in school receive any type 
of income, it is probable that many enwnerators assumed that 
the question on the receipt of other income was inapplicable 
and accordingly made no entries for such persons. 

In this report statistics for families with no report on the 
receipt of other income are combined with those for fGmilies 
with other income, in spite of the fact that the majority of 
the families with no report on other income probably had no 
other income. This procedure was followed in order to keep the 
statistics on wage or salary income for families primarily de
pendent upon such income from being distorted by the inclusion 
of families which may have had $50 or more of income from non
wage sources. 

Class-of-vforker composition. - An inquiry relating to class 
or worker was made for all persons in the labor force in the 
week of N'.arch 24 to 30, 1940, except those without previous 
work experience. For employed workers and for persons on pub
lic emergency work, the classification by class of worker 
refers to their current work or job during the week of March 24 
to 30, 1940. For exPerienced workers seeking work, it refers 
to the last job of one month or more. The composition of each 
category is described below: 

Wage or salary workers.- This class consists of persons 
who, in their current or last job, worked as employees for 
wages or salaries (in cash or kind). It includes not only 
factory operatives, laborers, clerks, etc., who worked ror 
wages, but also persons working for tips or for room and 
board, salesmen and other employees worldng for commissions, 
and salaried business managers, corporation executives, and 
government officials. 

Employers and own-account workers. - This group consists 
of persons who, in their current or latest work, operated 
their own business enterprises. It includes not only the 
owner-operators of large stores and manufacturing establish
ments, but also small merchants, independent craftsmen, 
farmers, professional men,. peddlers, and other persons con
ducting enterprises of their own. It does not include man
agers paid to operate businesses owned by other persons or 
by corporations; such workers are classified as wage or sal
ary workers. 

Unpaid family workers.-This class is composed of persons 
who assisted without pay on farms or in stores or other en
terprises operated by other members of their families. The 
great majority of unpaid family workers are farm laborers. 
On the basis or the class-of-worker designations for the 

family members, families were classified as having (a) all 
workers wage or salary workers, (b) some workers wage or 
salaI"J workers, or (c) no wage or salary workers or no 
workers. 

Persons in the labor force for whom class of worker was not 
reported have been included among wage or salary workers; 
unless there was evidence to the contrary. Families with one or 
more persons in the labor force without previous work ex
perience (new workers) were classified on the basis of the 
entries on class of worker for the experienced workers in the 
family. 



INTRODUCTION 5 
COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATION 

AND COTulPLETE COUNT 

The statistics shown in this report are based on the tabula
tion of a sample of families, identified as Sample F. The data 
presented for tenure and rent are for the dwelling units occu
pied by private families in the sample, and were obtained from 
the entries on the Housing schedule. The characteristics of 
private families in the sample were obtained from the entries 
on the Population schedule. 

Sample F was designed so that in certain portions of the 
areas shown, a 2i-percent sample was used (multiplied by a uni
.form factor of 40), and elsewhere a 5-percent sample was used 
(multiplied by a uniform factor of 20). Exact agreement is not 
to be expected between tabulations of Sample F and the corres
ponding tabulations of a complete count, but the sample data 
nevertheless indicate the relationships among the various char
acteristics involved. Witt regard to the individual numbers in 
the tables, comparisons thus far made indicate that 95 percent 
of the numbers above 25,000 will differ from those given by the 
complete count by less than 5 percent, 95 percent of those be
tween ·10,000 and 25,000 will differ by less than 10 percent, 
and 95 percent of those between 2,500 and 10,000 will differ by 
less than 20 percent. Somewhat larger variations may occur in 
the case of numbers below 2,500 but even here the majority of 
the differences are less than 15 percent. 

Statistics on tenure and on monthly contract or estimated 
rent based on Sample F and on the complete count are shown in 
table A. The differences are due partly to sampling variations 
and partly to errors or biases in coding, card-punching, and 
machine tabulation. Difficulties in matching the housing data 
with the family data were the major source of the differences 
and account for a relatively large difference in the number of 
families not reporting monthly rent or dwelling unit. such 
differences, however, do not affect the general conclusions 
that may be drawn from the statistics presented in th~s report. 

Ta-Ole A. SA.W.:LE T;..BULr.TIGN J .. ND COlfrlETE COU1JT OF U~B/JT AlID RURfJ..-l:ON-
FARM FAMILIES BY TE~'IU!Th: AND CONTRACT Ort ESTIMATED ~10HTHLY RENT OF 
DWELLING UNITS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940 

TENURE AND CONTRACT Occupied dwelling J'A!.!ILIES, BASED ON SA!!PIJ'; F 

OR ESTIMATED MONlli- units, based on 
Percent oi' LY RENT coiuplete count 

Number complete 
count 

All families •••••••• 27,747,973 27,946,320 100.7 

TENURE 

Owner ..................... 11,413 ,036 11,437,180 100.2 
Tenant ••.•••••••••••.•••.. 16 ,334, 937 16,509,140 101.l 

!.!ONTBLY RENT 

Number reporting •••.••••.• 27,307,198 27 ,259 ,660 99.8 
Under !llilO ••••••••••••••••• 4,364,946 4,362,560 99.9 
¥10 to $19 ................ 6,625,831 6,626, 700 100.2 
i20 to $29 ................ 6,247,149 6,245,620 100.0 
f30 to $39 ................ 4,445,257 4,414,900 99.3 
¥40 to '49 ................ 2,518,652 2,519 ,560 100.0 
150 to f59 •••••••••••••••• 1,310,173 1,305,720 99.7 
$60 to $74 ................ 860,145 857 ,120 99.6 
¥75 and over •••••.••.•••. , 935,045 915 ,480 98.0 
Not reporting ••••••.• , •••. 440,775 686 ,650 155.8 

The statistics st1own in some of the other reports on families 
are based on tabulations of Sa"Tiple D and will differ slightly 
from the statistics shov:n in this bulletin. For a description 
of Samples D and F and a co:nparison of the two sa11ples see the 
Appendix to the report entitled ''Families-- General Character
istics." In a forthcoming technical bulletin there will be a 
detailed exposition of the sa'llpling method. descriptions of the 
various samples tlmt were taken, and comparisons between the 
samples and c"omplete count. T.t1e purpose o! the bulletin V.'ill 
be to assist in evalu&tinc the data that are published on the 
basis of the sa.'llples. 
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