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FOREWORD -

This report is based on tabulations of samples of the census returns
for 1940 and 1910. It presents statistics on number of children under five
years old of native white and Negro women classified by social and economic
characteristics of the women and her family. Statistics for 1910 are in-
cluded in order to show the changes in fertility which have ococurred in the
course of a generation. The transcription, coding, and punching of the
, sample of the population returns for 1910 were performed by New York City

Work Projects Administration Project No. 0.P. 65-2-97-48 (Census Records
and Research Project), sponsored by the Bureau of the Census.

This report was prepared by Wilson H. Grabill, under the supervision of
Dr. Leon E. Truesdell, Chief, Population Division, Howard G. Brunsman,
Agsistant Chief, and Dr. Heary 3. Shryock, Jr., Chlef of General Popula-
tion Statistics. The sampling proéedures were under the direction of
Dr. W. Edwards Deming, Mathematical Adviser. .
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WOMEN BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD

INTRODUCTION ' : -

GENERAL

This report presents
white and Negro women 15 to 49 years

and her family.

of Population, taken as of April 1, 1940, and April 15, 1910,
respectively.* Women are classified by number
under- & years old and by age, in relation to marital status,
parentage, education {last full grade of school compléted),

migration, birthplace, employment status, and tenure and monti-
Women married once are also classi-
the household, occupation

ly rental value of home.
flied by relationship to the head of
of husband, education of husband, and 'birthplace of husband.
Statistica, are presented for the United States by regions,
urban and rural.

The statistics presented ln this report are useful in fere-
casting population problems arising from low fertiiity rates
and from differences in fertility of various sccial and eco-
The trend of fertility has in
In the decode 1930 to
fell below the level reculred for the
A low point was
since that time the birth rate has 1ln-
creased, partly as a consequence of improved esconomic conditions
and partly as a result of an acceleratéd marriage i‘atg iy an-

nomlc groups of thz population.
izeneral heen downward for many years.
1939, the birth rate
parmanent malntenance
reached in 1933-1934.

of the population,

"ticipation of the war.

Related reports on fertility,—This is the third of a series
of the 1940 and 1910
of this series is "Differ-
ential Fertility, 1940 and 1910," The speciric'titles and the

of reports based on sample
fertility data.

tabulations
The general title

contents of the other reports in this series are listed below:

Fertllity for States and Ldrge Citles.—This report
presents data on women classified by number cf chlildren
ever born, number of children under §, years old, and
number of children & to 9 years old. Women classified
by number of children are also classlified by age celor,
and merital status. Statistics on age at marriage and
on duration of marriage are also presented, although not
in combination with number of children. Statistics are
given for the United States, by regions and . States,
urban and rural; for citles of 250,000 inhabitants or
more; for metropolitan districts of clties of 1,000,000
or more; and for the urban and rural-nonfarm parts of
these metropolitan distrigts.

Standardized Fertility Rates and Reproduction Rates,—
This is & supplement to the report = entitled "Fertility
for States ard Large Clties'and presents data on number
of -children ever born and of children under § years old
per 1,000 womeri, standardized for age, marital status,
and color of woman, and for urban-rural residence. In
addition, it ‘contalns gross and net, reprocduction rates,
average annuel age-specific birth rates, data on mean
length of generatlion, {ntrinsic rates of natural in-
crease, and intrinsic birth and death rates.

Additional reporta on fertility are planned. These reports
will present statistics on the fertility of wemen in terms of

number of children ever born, in association with social, eco-

noemic, and other characteristics of the woman and her family,
including country of. birth for the foreign~born white.

Related reports on population.-—The 1040 Population report
entitled "The Labor Force (Sample gtatistics)—Employment and
Family . Characteristics of Women," contains_ sample data on the
labor force status of women by age, color, and marital status,

Lrhe 1940 Population Gensus s
produced in Part 1 of Volume IV o
tion, The 1910 Population Gensus scheduls is reproduced in Volume
Decennial Census Reports on Population.

statistlcs on the fertility of native
0ld in the United States,
according to social and economic® characteristics of the woman
The data are based on tabulations of samples
of the returns of the Sixteanth and Thirteenth Decennial Censuses

of children

"Housing reports entitled "Statistics for Census Trzets.”

the categories "both pesrents forelgn born" and "one

shedule and the instructions to emmarators ;r;“{a—
the Sixteenth Decennial Census Reports on Populé-
. I of the Thirteenth

cross-classified with number of children under 5 years old and
5 to @ years old, Figures are shown for the United States by
reglons, urban and rural, and for the metropclitan dlstricts of
100,000 inhabitents or more.

The series of reports entitled "Families" conteing sample
data on families by number of children under 10 years old,
under 18 years old, and under 21 years cid. The report in that
series which contains the most statistics relating to fertility
ts entitled "TPypes of Families" and pressnts rigures on families
by marital status, age, colgr, and sex of head, and number of
children under 18 years old, eross-classified by aze of wife
for families with married male heads, number of children under
10 years old, size of family, sducation of head, monthly rental
value of home, and other characteristics. t

Valuable source materials on Tfertility for areas smaller
than those presented in the reports on fertility are contained
in Volumes II and IV of the Sixteenth Census Reperts on Fopula-
tion, entitled "Characteristics of the Fopulation" and "Charae-
teristics by Age—Marltal Status, Relationship, Educetion, and
Citizanship," respectively, and in the series of Fopulation and
From
data on lndividuals c¢lass!ified by age and sex in those reports,
ratios of children to women of childbearing age and repreduction
rates computed by the so-called “indirect method" cen be
derived. The measures of fertlility which may be computed from
those source materials, however, are not 8o preclee as those
shown in the present series of reports on differential fertility,

Availability of unpublished data,—The statistles presented
for the United States represent most of the detall obtained In
the tabulations on which this report 1s based, Scmewhat less
detailed statistlics have been presented -in certaln tables for
regions than in corresponding tables for the United States,
partly because of limited funds for publication and partly be-
cause of the comperatively large sampling errors that are to be

expected in a more detalled cross—-classification for categories

containing smgll numbers of persons.

.Unpublished stetlstics on fertility In re.aticn to parent-
age of native white women for 1940 ure available seprrately for
perent
Statistics on the fertility of Negro wrmen in
are available for the cate-

forelgn born."
101C by detalled -marltal stetus
gories shown for native white women in this repert. Statlstics
on Tertility are available by bread occupational Zroups for
native white and Negro women who were employed (except on
public emergency work) during the week of ¥arch 24 to 30, 1840,
statistics on fertility in relatien to monthly rental value of
home are avallable with a cross-classification by tenure of the
home. Stetistics on fertility of native white wcmen by sinzle
years of age in 1940 are available with a cress-classificetion
by education (last full grade of school comyleted).

The unpublished statistics, so far as the figures are large
encugh to be significant, can be wade available upon reousst,
for the cost of preparing and repreducing them, Reouests for
these data, ad'drgssed to the Dirécter of the Census, ¥ashington
26, D, C., w}ll receive a prompt reply, including an estimate
of the cost of preparing the figures.

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS

Children under B years old.-—In the classification of wemen
by number of children under & years cld, only those children
presumably born to the woman and 1iving with her at the time of
the census vere counted. - The number nf such children was ob-
tained by an inspectlon of the entries on the gsuccessive lines
of the Population schedule, Stepchildren, adopted children,
grandchildren, and other related children in the family net
born to this woman, as well as wards and other umrelated children
in the household, were excluded so far as such chiidren could
be identifted. The number of childrem not 1iving in the sane
household as their methers and therefore excluded frow the

1




2 o DIFFERENTIAL FERTILIT Y, 1940 AND 1910

count was only about 5 percent of the total number of children Urban and rural areas.—Urban population, as defined by the
under 5 years old who were enumerated. Bureau of the Census in 1940, 1s, in general, that residing in
A more lmpartant source of understatement of -the number of | clties and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants
children is the underenumeration of children under 5 years old | or more. In addition, certaln densely populated [townships or
{and particularly of infants under 1 year old) in both the | other civil divisions, not incorporated as municipalitiss, have
Cepsus of 1840 and that of 1910. The underenumegration ol young | been classified as urban under special rule. The remalnder of
children is not pecullar %o the United States Census, It has | the population 1s clagsified as rural and is subdlvided into
been noted, for example, in the census returns of England and | rural-farm population, which comprises all rural residents liv-
Wales and of some of the countries of continental Europe. In | ing on farms, without regard to occupation, and the rural-non~
the United States as a whole, about 7 percent of the children | farm population,which comprises. the remaining rural population.
under 5 years old were missed in the census of 1940, 8 percent | (For further details for each State, see Volume I of the Popu-
of the white and 15 percent of the nonwhite. The corresponding | lation reports.)
percentages for 1910 were about the same. A study of tThils In the reports of the 1910 cénsus, not only incorporated
undercount, together with fertility rates adjusted for under- | places of 2,500 or wore but also all New England towns (town-
anumeration of children under & years old, is presented in the | ships) of this size were classified as urban. In the recent
report entitled "Differential Fertility, 1840 and 1910~-Standard—- | compilation of the 1910 fertillty data, however, the 1940 rules
ized Fertility Rates and Reproduction Rates." of classification as urban or rural were applied as far as pos~
‘The statistics in the pressut yreport exelude the few chil- | sible.. The 1910 urban population was 1.5 percent smallér ac-
dren living with mothers who *wera single.® It 1s probable, | cording to the 1940 rules than according to the 1910 rules;

however, that most of the single women 1iving with their ille- The rural-farm figures shown for 1810 in this report are
gitimate children reported themselves as married, widowed, or | somewhat too small and the rural-nonfarm figures are somewhat
divorced, because few such single women were found.® . too large for exact comparability with the corresponding figures

Because of the small number of women having 4 or more chil- | for 1940, but the comparability 1is adequate for an analysis of 3
dren under 5 years old, the frequency distributions in the de~ | the fertility differentials involved. Farm residende could be I
tailed tables are shown with "3 or more undar 5" as the terminal | i{dentified from the 1910 Population scheduls only for members

class. Furthermore, because of the small number of women 50 to | of the household of the person responsible for the operation of
74 years old with young children, only statistles for women 15 | the farm. Households located on farms, but contalning no member
to 49 years old are shovn in the detalled tables. The distri- | responsible for the operation of the farm,were returned as non-
bution of women 15 to 854 years old by number of children under | farm homes., The numbsr of such households in 1Y10 was probably
5 years old, showing separsately those with 4 and with "5 or { less than 10 percent of all households located on farms.

more" children, 1s presented in table I. In certain tables in this report, statistica are shown for

21n the report entitled "Differential Fertility, 1940 and 1910—Fertility for urban places classified according to slze. BStatistics for such

states and large Cities,” children of singls women were included in the 1840 statis- | areasS, in combination with those for rural-nonfarm and rural-

tics on children under 5 years old but not in the 1910 statistica.
3 Yn 1940 there were 10,049,300 single native white women 15 to 49 years old, of farm areas, permit an analysis of the varia‘clon\in fertility of

whom 13,400, or 0.1 perc;nt&z were ;:Eortad a2 mathers 053 cl’ﬁ.;.gren undai 5lyeara ul.dg womer by type of communlty. In general, women living in the

These 13;400 women had 16,020 ochiléren. Thers were 1,038,520 Negro aingle women 1! S

to 49 yn;ra ald, of whom 16:040, or 1.5 percent, were r;puréed 25 mothars of children larger cities are the least [fertile, while "women living in

under 5 years old. These 15,040 women had 20,520 children. rural-farm areas are the most fertile.
Age.—The age classification 1s based on the age of the

Teble I.—NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 YRARS OLD, 1940 AND 1910: ALL person at his lgst blrthday before the date of the census, that
WOMEN 15 T0 54 YBARS OLD, BY AGE OF WOMAN, FOR THE UNITED STATES -

is, the age of the person in completed years. In the 1940 cen-—
{statistics based on Semple O (m422=:n:r:nmgh)w (1910), Percant not shown Where | o0 yahylations, when the age of a person was not reported, 1t
was estimated on the basis of other information on the Popula-~
WOMEN HAVING SPECIFIED NUMBER OF CHILDREN * | tion schedule, such as marital status, school attendance, en—

GENSUS YEAR AND AGE| Total . UNDER § TEARS OLD Dloyment status, age of other members of the family, etc. The
OF WoRy Tomen Nons 1 2 . 4 |B5er | 1910 data in this report do not include the &mall number of
: ™r® | persons whose age was not reported. No data on fertility were
1940 tabulated from elther census for women under 15 years old or 78
Total, 15 to 54..[39,357,720 (51,894,420 {5 ,258,520 |1, 820,020 548 400 58,480 | 2,800 | Y8ATrS old and over.
15 to 19 years.......| 8,149,940[[ 5,844,040] 252,980| 48,200] 4,l40| 60| 100 Since fertility is more highly correlated with age than

20 to 24 years.......| 5,865,060 4,229,320 J1,008,500( 460,220 95,880 { 7,560{ K60
25 10 25 yeara.ion ] s,eoe,vm 3’,A54:mo 1:“9 370 sazimo 120:140 12'220 300 with any other demographic variable, all of the detalled tables

gg :o gg yedre. 5 ,:’}g %gg g,tgi,ggg 1, %gg ggg ggf,%gg zg,éeso 2,12?) ggg in this report showing women by number of children present the
L] edra O 4 .
AQ to 44 zuar 43327,580)) 3,838,780 | 385,560 901350 12)200] 's20f{ 120 | flgures cruss-classified with the age of the woman. The assoe-.

45 to 49 years. 4,001,300 3,849,560 133,080| 17,120/ 1,260 80| 180 0
50 ta 54 Years.......| 3,472,420(| 3,453,040 | 16,260( 1,a40| 20| 0| 20 clation of fertility with age of the woman is i1llustrated in
Percent, 15 to 54, 100.0 81.0 18.4 4.8 a8l 0.1 . | the accompanylng dlagram (page 4), which shows for 1340 and 1910
%to %’i YT eieses %%%‘O gi'g 12_1 o8 A = — the number of children per 1,000 women by single years of age
to FOAPE. . e .0 . N} 7.8 1.8 0.1 - i
25 Yo 2 yeare Eres e b 02 25 03 : of woman, for the United States. The diagram‘ also shows the
50 to 34 yeara. 100.0 877 23,0 7.7 14| 0.2 - | extent of the decline in fertility which occurred batween 1810 &
35 to 39 years. 100,0 78.5 16,8 4.7 0.9 0.1 -
10 to & yosrs. 100.0 a7 ag 21 o 2z __ and 1840. That decline has been proportionately greater among
45 to 49 years. 100.0 96,2 3.5 0.4 - - - | the older women than among the younger women.
50 to 54 years,.. 100,0, 99.5 0.5 - - - -

The distribution of women by single years of age (and to a

L : lesser extent the distribution by S-year periods) shows scme
Total, 15 to 54..25,619,759 118,823,594 (3,995,515 (2,276,340 (480,417 52,572 | 1,503 | {ppepularities which are due to ilnaccuracles in the census re-
15 to 19 yeers....... 4,587,017|) 4,315,132 | 184,411 35,047 2,362 26 39 y

20 to 24 years. 4:450:67,’ 3:055:527 8251546 465:375 00’sg9 see2|  ams turns. In the 1840 census, as in previous censuses, Some €ges

2B to 28 yesrs. 3,9%3,788| 2,104,726 | 944,026| BB7,548 175,287 p1,796| 587 | Wers misstated, either intentionally or through ignorance of
30 to 34 years. 3,814,146 1,841,840 811,185 534,151 (118,521 | 8,198 251 ot

85 to 30 yaarm.......| 3,000,867 1,927 024 | 665431 | 373223 | 72,015 | 4688 | 208 | UNe true age on the part of the persons glving the information.
40 to 44 years.......| 2,474,909 1,800,350 409,472| 153,444 | 20,168 1,363 192 | Where the age is not accurately known, there is a tendency te
45 to 49 years. 2,088,040] 1,916,458 | 144,132 24,885( 2,267| 162| 141

3

1810

SO 40 54 yeare, ..o, LHI0,235| 12542 | 15,510]  2,089| '208| 87| 49 | FOPOTE 1t as a multiple of five or as an even number.

Percent, 15 to 56 100,0 73.5 .8 8.8 10| 02 - An indicatlon of the effect of inaccuracy in reported ages
15 10 19 years....... 1%.0 YR 21l 0.8 0.1 = ~71 of women on the fertility statistics is given by a comparison
20 to 2: FOATE ey 1l‘oo.o gﬁ.? 18,5 10,5 2.2 0.1 -~ | of the unsmoothed figures with the smoothed flgures presentsd
Bwn mmol e el a3l I3 5| %31 | tn table II. The smoothed figures shown in this table were
35 to 39 years...... 100’3 63.4 il.ﬁ 12,3 24| 0,2 ~ | computed by rifth difference osculatory interpolation of fig-
Wt n T Ere s S 320 o3l ®I| | ures on number of women classified by five-year age groups and
EG 10 54 YO3TBur.easy] 00,0 29,0 0.9 Q.1 - - ~ | bY number of children wnder & years old.

v




INTRODUCTION 3

Table II.—-SDIGLE YEARS OF AGE OF WOMAN, WITH RATES, 1940 AND 1910:

SMOOTHED AND UNSMOOTHED STATISTICS FOR NATm WHITE WOMEN 1§ TO 49 YEARS

. OLD, AND CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD, FOR THE UNITED STATES

(Statistios based on Sample C (1940) and Ssmple W (1910),

Rates represent number of children under § years old per 1,000 women of the given g_roup)

1940 1810
.
Unsmoobhed Smoothed Unsmoothed Smoothed
AG
E _OF WOAN Children under & Children under 5 Children under 5 Children under 5
Number of years old Number of - years old Number of years old Numbeyr of years old
- women wemen ) women women
Peor 1,000 Per 1,000 Per 1,000 Per 1,000
Numbe_r Wom&n Mb” m:gxn;n Funber 'lrcm;n Huzber wum;n

" Total, 15 to 49 yeiru. seessens] 29,656,260 | 8,357,920 283 | 29,556,260 | 8,357,920 283 | 17,260,412 | 6,844,144 397 117,260,412 | 6,844,144 397
1,068,820 1,720 2| 1,064,688 1,730 2 711,258 1,191 -} 738,259 1,256 2

1,087,960 8,680 8| 1,079,171 8,808 8 768,030 5,898 8 738,283 5,670 8

1,047,300 28,880 28 | 1,085,536 30,038 28 719,177 22,376 31 734,089 22,840 31

1,121,060 83,340 7] 1,080,377 80,316 74 762,200 57,027 75 723,001 54,094 75

1,061,880 152,160 143 | 1,067,248 154,188 144 £80,003 102,141 150 | 707,126 104,793 148

1,045,540 245,980 35| 1,052,988 26),188 { - 248 709,795 177,701 250 691,583 189,656 274

1,050,400 328,640 315 | 1,036,095 347,290 336 844,867 229,885 356 675,748 253,648 376

1,015,040 | - 401,420 395 | 1,020,574 | 417,976 . 410 560,963 | 305,484 462 668,167 | 305,822 466

1,013,860 | 485,500 479 | 1,008,365 | 461,999 458 842,822 | 355,489 553 638,768 541 504 535

991,160 513,040 518 998,180 486,157 487 623,071 385,253 617 618,154 362 ,280 586

1,004,980 | 561,840 549 985,646 | 510,970 518 621,031 | 419,385 675 597,226 | 563,874 643

975,040 537,440 561 971,888 535,802 549 590,954 416,262 704 576,064 404,576 702

941,780 | 524,180 557 965,879 | 539,153 564 525,770 | 386,282 735 555,459 | 411,620 7y

944,240 509,620 540 936,782 521,815 557|. 568,754 409,118 ns 555,987 401,355 748

899,7200| 471,440 524 915,565 | - 488,580 534 474,848 | 349,210 735 517,619 | 319,028 . 732

945,480 | 472,740 499 | -@se,208| 451,803 505 580,372 | 375,839 648 | 499,135 [ 353,908 709

803,720 | 380,600 474 872,517 | - 409,622 470 399,986 | 280,238 70L| 480,020 | ' 324,361 676

896,700 389,820 435 850,728 369,697 . 438 492,961 321,406 | . 652 464,808 £98,558 842
) 816,660 | 336,460 412 829,219 | 336,103 405 434,117 282,575 651 455,860 | 261,743 619
B4 FOABecasinenrrinriisanasarsnisay 791,140 295,200 375 808,032 306,915 380 441,253 268,709 809 449,387 270,107 601
818,540 | 273,280 354 786,768 | - 274,257 349 485,085 | 263,379 s4a | 443,206 | 265,038 575

768,080 241,400 318 765,617 240,153 314 426 '744 240,070 563 458,212 239,249 548

695,080 199,300 287 745,543 208,641 280 395 642 205,355 522 428,922 220,342 514

727,620 182,180 250 727,473 181,120 ! 249 443, 640 207,868 469 412,444 196,587 477

736,840 164,740 224 710,839 156,729 220 365, 236 164,585 451 391,563 170,018 434

804,200 147,960 184 894,273 133,028 192 455,630 |, 154,340 539 371,947 144,393 388

572,640 95,460 167 677,689 110,894 184 284, 904 99,608 350 352,480 119,444 359

708,400 94,620 153 662,648 | . .90,784 137 384,932 [ 107,389 294 335,074 96,6792 269

633,120 71,700 113 849,323 72,818 ‘112 305,073 78,918 259 521,380 77,368 241

601,680 54,700 91 637,207 58,918 89 280,622 58,576 209 310,310 60,908 186

659,140 42,840 . 66 625,028 42,674 g8 515,956 42,492 134 298,742 45,043 151

561,840 28,060 48 613,135 20,819 49 248,016 26,753 08| 286,702 29,894 104

591,240 20,880 35 599,524 19,743 33 257,654 20,262 [ 277,158 18,327 66

| 603,520 14,820 28 563,110 12,986 22| 304,155 14,453 48| a7,08a| 11,441 42
FOATHererrerrararsrsearanensnenes 548,840 7,580 T 564,783 8,758 16 274,801 8,702 |, 32| 206,896 7,957 20
Race and nativity.--Fertility statistics are shown only for In the classification by nativity a person born in the

native white and Negro women in the detalled tables of this
report. For comparative purposes, however, limited statistics
*for foreign-born white women and for women of "other races" are
shown 1In text tables III, VI, and VIII, These flgures are based
on tabulations other than those from which the data for native
white and Negro women were derived. Persons of Mexicen birth
or ancestry who were not definitely Indian or of other nonwhite
race were returned as white in 1940 and In 1910.

Table IIT,—RACE OF WOMAN, WITH RATES, 1940 AND 1910:

(Statiatics based on Sample ¢ (1940) and Sample W (1910).

ALL WOMEN 15 TO 49 YEARS OLD, AND CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD,
UNITED STATES

United States or in any of its territories or possessions, 18
counted as native. Likewise Included as native are the small
group of persons who, although born in a foreign country or at
gea, were American citlzens by birth because thelr parents were
smerican cltizens, All other persons are counted as foreign
born. ‘

Table II1 illustrates the diffsrences in fertility among
women classified by race and natlvity for the United States.

BY AGE OF WOMAN, FOR THE

Rates represent number of children under 5 years old per 1,000 wcmén of the given group)

1940 1910 1940 ' 1910
Children under § Children undar 5 Children under S Children under &
RACE ;)&'DA;GE OF Nusber yeara old Number years old RACE ;ga\:ﬂx oF Namber years old Number years old
of of of of

Per . Par . Per Per

Women Number | 1,000 women Number 1,000 women Mamber | 1,000 | TOReR Number | 1,000

women ) women women : wonen

NATIVE WHITE NEGRO
Total, 15 to 49..| 29,556,260 | 8,257,920 | 283 | 17,260,412 | 6,844,144 897 Total, 15 to 49..] 3,603,740 | 1,064,380 283 | 2,651,641 | 1,008,393 417,
15 to 19 years.......| 5,377,020] 275,080 51| 3,640,758 | 188,635 52 || 15 to 19 years.......| 665,240 [ 71,980 108 553,527 50,049 90
20 to 24 yeara.......| 5,116,000 | 1,974,580 386 | =,282,4181 1,453,810 443 || 20 to 24 years.....,.| 659,280 | 205,000 461| 550,537 | 293,583 533
25 to 29 years.......| 4,765,760 | 2,594,520 s44 | 2,782,357 | 1,980,255 72 || 25 to 29 years.......| 605,040 | 285,500 469 | 459,025 | 209,915 | - 853
30 to 34 yeara..,.... 4,254,700 1,874,&20 . 441 2,348,689 | 1,528,767 | 851 || 30 to 34 years....... 518,340 184,360 356 337,807 196,008 580
35 to 39 1,060,800 284 | 2,114,347 | 1,081,254 511 || 35 to 39 years.. 519,260 | - 142,420 274 316,234 160, 672 508
40 to 44 . 464,440 140) . 1,691,161 498,783 295 (| 40 to 44 yeara.. 406,820 82,740 154 226,056 70 856 313
45 to 40 years.......| 2,985,580 113,980 38| 1,400,682 112,862 80 || 45 to 49 years......., 339,780 24,400 721 188,657 27,510 145
POREIGN~BORN WHITE R OTHER RACES ) . :

Total, 15 to 49..] 2,515,840 553,840 20{ 3,865,232 | 2,185,712 | . 558 Total, 15 to 49.. 119,360 57,880 483 72,219 37,692 © 622
15 to 19 years....... 78,780 2,860 34 327,410 21,511 66 {| 15 %o 19 years....v:s 28,800 2,560 89 15,522 1,728 111
20 to 24 years.......| 107,220 31,10 290 804,258 | 322,850 524 || 20 to 24 years.. 22,580 13,680 606 13,484 8,238 611
25 £0.29 years..... 219,680 | 115,120 | 524 670,425 | 604,095 901 || 25 to 29 years.. 18,240 17,260 946 11,963 9,832 822
30 to 34 years.. 357,840 158,960 444 617,843 536,998 869 || 30 to 34 years,. 13,280 10,320 " 9,807 7,32¢ 747
35 to 30 years.......|. 499,740| 138,780 278 801,148 | 398,597 683 || 35 to 39 years.. 13,100 8,440 544 9,138 6,401 700
A0 to 44 years.......| 586,980| 74,880 (. 128 550,858 | 210,625 382 || 40 so 44 years 13,020 3,860 298 6,004 3,012 436
45 to 49 FeArS.cusuee 655 700 32,140 48 493,310 80,935 14 (| 45 to 49 years....... 10,240 1,540 150 5,391 1,182 216




DIFFERENTIAL FERTILITY, 1940 AND 1910

NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD PER 1,000 NATIVE WHITE WOMEN 15 TO 49 YEARS OLD

BY SINGLE YEARS OF AGE OF WOMAN, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940 AND 1940

{1940 statistics hased on Sample C; 1910 statistics based on Sample W)

CHILDREN PER 1.000 WOMEN
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Marital status.—The statistics on marital status in this
report refer to the mdrital status'at the time the census was
taken. In the classification by marital status, two wmajor

_ groups are shown: "Single"'and "ever married." Women classi-
Tied as "ever marrled" include those who were widowed or di-
vorced, as well ag those who were married, at the time of the
census., Women classified as married comprise both those who
had been married only once and  those who remarried after being
widowed or divorced.

For some of the tables, the category "ever married" is
further divided into "married once, husband present," "married
more than once, husband present,” "married . unknown times,
husband present,” "married, husband absent," and "widowed and
dlvorced." A married woman was classified as "husband present”
if the husband was reported as a member of the household in

* which the woman was enumerated. The group "married, husband
absent" consists of married women whose husbands wers not
living in the same household at the time of the census. The
latter group includes, therefore, married women whose familles
have been broken by separation (often preceding divorce), limi-
grants whose husbands were left abroad,wlves of persons emmer-

ated as immates of institutions, and other married women whose .

usual place of residence 1is not the same as that of their
husbands, ineluding wives of soldiers, sailors, men 1in labor
camps, etc.

Group differences in current fertility among women of the
Same age are partly a consequence of variations in the pro-
portion of the women who are married and partly a consequence
of variations in the fertility of the married women. Among the
Tactors affecting the fertility of the married women are age at
marriage and the continuity of married lirfe.

Rates based on data for women classified by marital status,
with separate data for women married once, husband present,
make it possible to study separately the effect on fertility of
two ractors, the proportion married and the continulty of
married 1ife. FExamples of fertility rates by marital status
are given in table IV.

Table IV.--RATES, BY DETATLED MARTTAL STATUS OF WOMAN, 19403 NATIVE
WHITE WOMEN 15 to 49 YEARS OLD, BY AGE OF WOMAN, FOR THE UNITED STATES

{8tatistics based on Sample C. Rates represent number of childran under 5 yeara old
per 1,000 women of the given group)

MAR' 15to |20 to | 25 to | 30 to | 35 to | 40 to 45 to
TTAL STATUS OF WOMAN 19 yra, | 24yvs. | 29yxs. | 34 yve, | S9ywa. | 4dyxs. | 49 yra.
Total WomeNessosee seed 51 886 544 441 284 140 88
EveT married....... vl 460 744 706 818 g2 158 42
Married, husbend preasent, .| 478 785 787 552 as1 174 48
Merrisd onoe .. asese) 478 78 752 565 860 179 49
Narried more than once 512 697 534 416 28l [ 140 40
Marriad unknown times, 431 728 718 548 g2 169 48
Marrisd, hustand avsent...| 842 488 848 195 117 54 16
Widowad and divorced.,s..e 883 445 27 180 85 4L 14

Age-at marriage.~—In the 1940 census, women who were married
or had ever been married were asked their age at firet marriage.
Statistics on this subject are limited in this report to women
married once, husband present, since relatively large pro-
portions of the other women ever married made no report on age
at first marriage and since there was a tendency for women who
.had been married more than once to report the age at the most
recent marriage.

Age at marriage is an important factor in group dirrerences
in fertility because the average age at which women mAITY
differs considerably among various soclal and economic groups.
For example, variations in the fertility of women clasaified by
education may be partly expldined in ‘terms of differences in
age at marriage. Statistics on the median age at marriage for
woman classified by highest grade of school completed are shown
in table V. The median age at marriage may be -defined as the
age which divides a group of women into twoe equal parts, one-
half having married at an earlier age and one-half-at a later
age than the median,  The medians in table V show that women
who have more education marry at an older age than women who
have less education. )

Table V,~MEDTAN AGE OF WOMAN AT MARRIAGE, 1940: NATIVE WHITE WOMEMN
15 TO 49 YEARS OLD, MARRIED ONCE AND HUSBA.ND PRESENT, BY EDUCATION
AND AGE OF WOMAN AT CENSUS, FOR THE UNITED STATES

{Statistics based on Sample C. Medlan not shown where less than 18 yenra)

. GRADE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL | goylaege,

AGE OF WOMAN AT 1 year
CENSUS Total Lass than {S'and 86| 7 and 8|1 to 3 4 ar rynare

5 yesaral years yaars |years |years

Total, 15 to 49,... 21.0 19.6 19,8 20.5 20.4 | 2l.6 29.7

18 t0 19 yOaTBsseassss sl - - - - ~ | 18.5 18.8
20 t0 24 yeBY3.iiaeeens| 1946 18.6 8.6 J18.1 19.2 | 20.2 al.l
25 t0 29 yearseseasesel| 21,2 18.4 19.3 20,8 | '20.6 | 21.9 23.3
80 to 34 yeaTB..seesess| Bl.4 19,5 19.5 20.5 20.8 | 22.4 24,8
85 t0 89 yeaYS.,s.eeessl 2L,5 15,7 19.8 20.8 | e21.2| 22.7 4.4
40 t0 44 years....... o 2.7 20,1 20,4 21,2 21.8| 22.8 248
45 t0 49° YOATS.susnieas| ER.L 20.5 20.9 21.6 | 22,9 28.4 2.6

1Inciudea category "School years not reportéd."

Parentage.—In some of the tables statistics are shown for
women classified according to parentage. Two cabegorles are
shown, namely, "native parentage" and "forelgn or mixed parent-
age." The former category comprises women with both parents
native, that 1is, born In the United States or in any of 1tg
outlying territories and possessions. The latter category com-
prises women with one or both parents foreign born.

Foreipgn-born white women ars persons of the first gener-
ation in the Unlted States. Native whits women of forelgn or
mixed parentage are persons of the second generation. Native
white women of native parentage are persons of ‘+the third and
subsequent . generations in the United States. The cultural,
soclal, and economic standards of +these three groups of women
may be different. The differences in thelr fertility, with
respect to number of children under 5 years old, are shown in
table VI, It should be borne in mind, however, that these
differences are not wholly attributable to nativity and parent-
age. For instance, a larger proportion of .foreign-born white
than of native white women live in urban areas, where fertility
rates for any population group tend to be lower than in rural
areas.

Table VI.-~RATES, BY NATIVITY AND PARENTAGE OF WOMAN, 1940: ALL WHITE
WOMEN 15 TO 49 YEARS OLD, BY AGE OF WOMAN, POR THE UNITED STATES

{Statistics based on Sampis C. Rates represent number of childrsn under 5 years old
per 1, 000 women of the given group)

NATIVE WHITE BY NATIVE WHITE BY
PARENTACE PARENTAGE

AREA AND AGE Forelen || - pma AND AGE Forelgn=

OF WoMAN Foreign white OF WOMAN TForeign whit
Native or . Nutive or e
mized mixed

UNETED STATES RURAL~NONFARM

Total, 15 to49 298 233 220 || Total, 15 to 49 359 292 285
15 to 19 yrs,| £0 20 34 15 to 19 yra. B3 |, a1 a7
20 to 24 yrs.| 4933 240 290 20 to 24 yrs. 555 370 454
25 to 29 yra,| 572 461 o524 256 to 29 yrs. 662 587 712
30 to 84 yrs.| 443 414 444 30 to 34 yra. 501 480 533
35 to 39 yrs, 230 269 278 35 to 39 yrs. 316 320 348
40 to 44 yra,| 146 122 1z8 40 to 44 yra, 156 140 17a
45 to 49 yrs, 40 a3 48 45 to 49 yrs. 39 37 57

URBAN RURAL~FARM

Total, 15 to 49| 230 R0% 202 || Total, 15 to 49 402 352 891
15 to 19 yrs,| 43 16 26 18 to 19 yra, 89 a9 23
20 to 24 yrs,| 826 213 253 20 to 24 yrs. 578 |- 379 608
25 t0729 yra, 451 418 489 25 to 29 yrs. eoz| - 724 birid
80 to 34 yrs,| 55 376 419 30 to 84 yra. 651 669 73
35 to 89 yra,| 204 224 236 35 to 389 yrs, 488 470 840
40 to 44 yrs.| B9 94 113 || - 40 to 44 yrej* 277 , 273 282
45 to 49 yra.| 2 -3 a8 45 to 49 yrs, a3 83 17L

Relationship to head of private household.—8tatistics on
relationship %o the head of the household <for women married
once, husband present, are premented for the categories "wife
of head of private household," "other relative of head of
private household,” and "not relative of head of private house-
hold." The term "private household,”" as used in the 1840
census, includes the related famlly members and the unrelated
lodgers, servants, or hired hands who 1live 1n the same dwelling
unit and share common housekeeping arrangements. A famlly re-

.s1ding permanently or for an indefinite period in an apartment

hotel 1s counted as a private housshold. A simllar definition
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was used in the 1910 census. The household head is the person
regarded as the head by the members of the household.

The category "wife of head of private household," com-
prises married women who were wives of heads of private house-
holds, but does not include all married women with husband
present since some were wives of members of the household other
than the head, or were not in private households,

The category "other relative of head of private house-
hold" includes mothers, daughters, granddaughters, sisters, and
all other persons (except Wwife of head) related by blood, mar-
riage, or adoption to the head of the household in which they
1ived. )

The category "not related to head of private household"
comprises lodgers, servants, and other persons living in pri-
vate households but not related to the household head, and also
women living in quasi households, such as lodginghouses, schools,
and institutions.

Statistics on the relationship of women married once,
hugband present, provide the means of comparing the fertility
of women in normal families and 1in subfamilies., A "normal
family" is defined as a married couple, with or without children,
living in a private household with the husband as head of the
household. All women classifled as "wife of head of private
household" are thus in normal families. A "subfamily" is de-
fined as a married couple, with or without children, living in

‘a private household with some person other than the husband as

head of the household, or living in quasi households, All mar-
ried women with husband present classifled as "other relative
of head of private household" are in subfamilies. Most of the
married women with husband present classified as "not related
to head of private household" are also in subfamilies, although
this group includes the few married women in quasl households.
Education.—In 1840 the census, for the [rirst time, in-
cluded a question . on the formal educational attainment of each
The question on the schedule referred to the last full
grade that the person had completed 1in the regular school sys-
tem—public, private, or parochial school, college or university.
gtatistics on the last full grade of school completed are shown
in this report for native white and Negro women and for the
husbands of those natlve white women who had bteen married only
once and were 1living with the husband. With the exception of
the statistics shown for single women 15 to 18 years old, many
of whom were 5till attending school, the statistics on educa-
tional attainment stown in this report pertain mainly . to persons

* who have compleated thelr formal education.

The data contained 1in tables 28 to 32 are useful for in-
terpreting variations in fertility by education of woman in
assoclation with marital status, age at marriage, migration
gtatus, education of the husband, and major occupation group of
the husband: It has already been shown (tabls V) that the age
at marriage of a woman varies with her education. Simllarly,
it can be shown that women tend to marry husbands of equal or
superior sducation, Many other interesting relatlonships will
be found in these tables.

Migration status end 1835 residernce of woman.-——The 1940
census Included a series of questions designed te provide data
on the movement of the population during the five-year period
between April 1, 1935, and April 1, 1940, For this purpose,
information was obtained on the place of residence in 1935 of
all persons flve.years old and over. In the present report,
womer are clasgified according to migration status and 1935

residence, the two basic groups being designated as migrants -

and nonmigrants.

Migrants are those persons who lived in different counties
(or quasi cowities) 1n 1840 and 1935. In this classification,
a ¢ity of 100,000 or more 1inhabitants 1is treated as a quasi
county, and the remainder of its county a8 another. Thus,
migrants comprise: (a) Those living 1n differsent counties in
1940 and 1935; (b) those living in a city of 100,000 or more in
1940 but living elsewhere in the same county in 1935; and (c)
those living in a city of 100,000 or more  1in 1935% but living
slsewhere in the same county in 1940.
of this report, immigrants are 1included with the migrants,®

4X11 classifications of place of residence in 1935, either as wban or rurel, or

by oity size, are based on the 1930 census,

STn the reports on internal migration, immigrants are shown separately from
migranta.

In the detailed tables.

Immigrants are those who were living in foreign countries or in
the outlying territories or possessions 'of the United States in
1635, The term “immigrant" includes United States cltizens as
well as aliens. The classification of migrants by place of
residence 1in 1935 shows separately urban, rural-nonfarm, and
rural~-farm areas,

Nonwigrants are those persons who lived in the same county
(or quasi county) in 1940 as in 1935. Among the nonmigrants,
a distinction is made between those living in the same house in
1940 and in 1835 and those living in & different house.

The statistlcs in this report do not indicate the particu-
lar areas in which the migrants lived in 1935. Furthermore,
these statistics do not reflect all the movements made by the
women between 1935 and 1940, since many women changed their
residence several times during that period. In some cases, of
course, the woman returned to the city or county where she had

‘1ived in 1935, s0 that she was classified as a nonmigrant, even

though she had moved at least twice In the five-year period,
1935 to 1940, .
Table VII illustrates the fertility differentials between

nonmigrant and migrant women married once, husband present,

classified according to residence in 1935. The figures in this
table indicate that women migrating from urban to rural areas
were somewhat more Tertile than women migrating from rural €o
urban areas. The presence of young children in the family is
undoubtedly a motive in the movement of urban population to
suburban areas. Some urban landlords refuse to accept tenants
with young children. Urban women who were living in the same
house 1n 1040 as 1in 1935 had fewer children than either the
other ndénmigrant women or the migrant women.

Table VII.--RATES, BY MIGRATION STATUS OF WOMAN, 1935 T0 1940: NATIVE
WHITE WOMEN 15 TO 49 YEARS OLD, MARRIED ONCE AND HUSBAND PRESENT,
BY AGE OF WOMAN, 1940, AND 1935 RESIDENCE OF WOH.AN, FOR THE URITED
STATES, URBAN AND RUF.AIA

(Statistics based on Sample C. Figures exclude immigranta and women for whom 1885
residence was not reported. Rates represent number of children under 5 years old
per 1,000 women of the given group)

NONMIGRANTS BY 1940
RRSTOENOE MIGRANTS BY 1940 RESIDENCE
* 1956 RESIDENGE AND AGE OF :
Different
-, TOUAN IN 1940 z:"?gg%“:: house (#sme Urban | Rorel- Rural-
in 1940 county or nonfarn farm
oity)
" UNITED STATES, 1935
Total, 15 to 48,...... 358 543 448 572 680
15 £0 19 JRArS.ssssscorssrneses 464 499 356 461 480
20 t0 R4 YOATB., . euressaorrasal 800 799 570 781 945
25 to 791 760 595 768 4L .
B0 to 550 575 502 589 728
B5 to 540 378 288 371 575
40 to 168 191 137 164 343
45 to 48 585 29 ] 92
URBAN, 1955 .
Total, 15 to 49...eevaees 268 ‘462 428 .79 565
15 t0 19 Years.ssevrerrserversd 879 455 B854 454 586
20 to 24 yeara J 614 685 542 745 B4S
25 to 29 years 6845 7% 5771 . T8 810
30 to 34 years 455 502 496 566 613
55 to 59 yesrs 249 308 278 320 433
40 to 44 years 109 | 137 129 148 254
45 to 49 years 25 34 20 @ B1
RURAL-NONFARM, 1835
Total, 15 te 49.uuvuvased 385 621 467 562 667
522 i 548 588 475 458
920 913 596 8l4 088
828 857 628 774 BEBS
538 629 514| - - 504 705
340 418| - 209 40 532
172 . 204 © 155 2L 268
40 65 43 6 118
RURAL-FARM, 1925
Total, 15 £ 49.cernsens 488 726 561 0| 740
505 516 388 554 516
988 988 671 81§ 989
984 1,006 694 909 1,027
734 807 549 703 787
to 508 604 454 460 | 864
40 to 44 YOATB.vas0eturnireraan 276 370 2387 292 406
45 to 49 years,.iiiesnceinasind 88 12 78 87 116

Employment status of woman.—In the 1840 Census of Popula-
tion, persons 14 years old and over were c¢lassified on the

basis of their activity durlng the census week of March 24 to 20,
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1940, 1into two large groups: (a) Persons in the labor force,
including those at work for pay or profit or at unpaid family
work during the census week; those with a job or business from
which trey were temporarily absent; those on public emergency
work; and those not at work but actively seeking work during
the census week; and (b) persons not in the labor force. The
latter group includes persons reported as engaged in own home
housework, in school, or unable to work; others not employed,
not on public emergency work, nor seeking work; all inmates of
penal and mental institutions and homes for the aged, infirm,
and needy, regardlpss of thelr activity during the census week;
and persons for whom employmert status was not reported.

Statistics for women in the labor force are shown separate-
1y for those who were employed and for those who were unem—
ployed, that {s, on public emergency work or seeking' work.
Statistics on the employment status of women in combination
with statistics on number of children under 5 years old provide
a basis for analyzing the extent to which the presence of young
children in the home tends to prevent the wife from entering
the labor force. Conversely, the statistics provide an indi-
cation of the extent to which employment of women may act as a
deterrent to having children.

Major occupation group of the husband.—In this report,
statistics on the major occupation group of the husband for
women married once, husband present, are shown for 1940 and
1910. Tnis classification gives an indication of the general

economic and social status of the family, which tends to be_

closely associated with the occupation of the husband.

In classifying occupation returns for 1840, the Bureau of
the Census used a classification system with 451 occupation
titles. 7he major ocoupation groups shown in thls report are
the principal subdivisions 1in this classification system. The
specific occupations included in each major group are listed in

the tables on occupation presented in Volume III of the Sixteenth .

Census Reports on Population, entitled "The Labor Force.”

The 1910 statistics on occupation shown in this report have
been classified according to the system used for the 1940
census returns rather than according to the different system
used at the time of the 1910 census.

The 1940 statistics on occupation shown in this report have
been tabulated without regard to the employment status of the
husband., For employed husbands, the data refer to current oc-
cupation; for those sesking work the data refer to the occu-
pation pursuved at the time of last employment; for thoses on
public emergency work, the data refer to the occupation pursued
on public emergency work. In othsr Sixteenth Census Reports on
Population, occupation statistics are shown separately by em—
ployment status. R

The 1910 occupation statistics shown in this report refer
to husbands who were gainful workers, that is, who reported an
occupation in which they earned money or & monsy equivalent, or
assisted in the production of marketable goods, regardless of
their employment status at the time of the census., The data
for 1910 do not necessarily refer to the current Jobs of em-
ployed workers, or to the latest jobs of the unemployed. Thus,
the occupation statistics for 1910 are no%t exactly comparable
with the flgures for 1940, but the comparabllity is close snough
to indicate the changes in the relationships between fertility
of women and the occupations of their husbands.

Tenure of home.—Two basic categories of tenure are dis-
tingunished 1n this report, namely, "nome owned" and "home
rented.” Statistics on tenure of home are avallabls only for
those women living in private households and related to the
head of the household. Women are classified in the category
"nome owned" 1f the home 1s owned elther wholly or in part by
the head of the household or by some related member of his
family living 1in the home. Women are classified in the cate-
gory "home rented" (living in a rented home) if the home is
actually rented by the head of the household or by some related
member of his family living in the homs, All other women are
classified as not reporting on tenure. The category "tenure
not reported” comprises not only women Trelated to the head in
private households not reporting on tenure, but also women (su;:h
as lodgers, servants, etc.) In private households who are not
related to the head of the housshold, and all women in quasi
households, such as lodginghouses, hotels, and institutions,

621404 0 - 44 -2 : . .

Monthly rental value of home.~—The data on monthly rental
value of home are likewise restricted to those women living in
private households and related to the head of the household.
Statistics on this subject provide a rough indication of the
economic status of the woman and her famlly. In interpreting
the figures presented in the tables, it should be borne in mind
that the monthly rental value of the home 1s not always a pre-~
cise Indication of plane of 1living because the prevailing
rental value for homes of comparable quality varies for dif-
Terent areas and because -some high income people 1ive in low-
rent howmes. For rural-farm areas in particular, the data on
monthly rental value are not entirely satisfactory bscause of
the difficulty in' separating the value or rent of the farmhouse
from that of the rest of the farm property.

For women living in rented houses, the monthly rental value
represents the reported monthly contract rent, For those in
owner-occupied houses, 1t represents one percent of the reported
value of the home.

Region of birth.——Statistics on region of birth of the wife
by region of birth of the husband, in combination with number of
children under 8 years old, show that the fertility of women is
highest when both husband and wife are born in the same region,
Statistics on this subject are shown only for women with unbroken
continulty of married 1ife, that is, for women married once,
husband present.

COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS AND COMPLETE
COUNTS

Naeture of the sample data.—The fertility statistics showmn
in this report are based on tabulations of samples of women
15 or more years old enumerated in the 1940 and 1910 censuses,
identified as Sample ¢ and Sample W, respectively. Sample C
was designed so that in certain portions of the aress shown, a
2 1/2 percent sample was used (multiplied by a uniform factor of
40), and elsewhere a 5-percent sample was used (multiplied by a
uniform factor of 20). Sample W was designed so that in the
North and the South an 8-percent sample was used (m'ultiplied by
s uniform factor of 12.5) and 1in the West a somewhat larger
sample. ‘ '

Exact agreement 1s not to be expected bhetween these tabu-
lations and the corresponding tabulations of the complefe coums,

- but the s=ample data nevertheless Indicate the relationships

among the various characteristics involved. With regard to the
individual numbsrs in the tables, comparisons thus far made for
Sample C indicate . that 95 percent of the numbers above 26,000
will differ from those given by the complete count by less than
5 parcent, 95 percent of those between 10,000 and 25,000 will
differ by less than 10 percent, and 95 percent of those betwseen
2,500 and 10,000 will differ by less than 20 percent. Somewhat
larger variations may occur in the case of numbers below 2,500,
but even here the majority of the differences are less than 15
percent.

Similar comparisons made for Sample W indicate that 95 per-
cent of the numbers above 10,000 will differ from those given
by the complete count by Lless than & percent, 95 percent of
those between 3,000 and 10,000 will Qiffer by less than 10 per-~

‘gent, and 95 percent of those between 800 and 3,000 will differ

by less than 20 percent. Somewhat larger variations may occur
for numbers Dbelow 80O, but even here the majority of the dif-
ferences are less than 15 percent.

Procesaing Of the sample data.--Figures based on the sample
tabulations differ slightly from -<those based on the complete
counts, not only because of the sampling variations, but also
bacause of the manner Iin which the data were processed. The
data for Sample C were processed difrerently from those for
Sample W. The information for Sample C came from two sources:
Data for several subjects were obtained from entries on a
transcription sheet which contained one line of information
from phe 1940 Populatlon schedule for the woman and her house-
hold; data for the remaining subjects were reproduced mechani-
cally from the card for the same .woman in another sample,
identifled as Sample B (the data for the B cards wers obtained
from the entries on the 1940 Population schedule for the indi-
viduals In a S-percent sample). The i{nformation for a woman in
Sample W, on the other hand, was obtained from the entries on a
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transcription card, one for each woman, preparad from the
entries on the 1910 Population scheduls as a research project
of the Work Projects Administration.

In both censuses, for certain items, the basic data were
obtained in response to questions on the specific sublect.. For
example, the enumerator was 1nstructed to ask of each person
his marital status, For certain other items the bvasic data
were obtained by an inspection of the entrles on the successive
lines of the schedulses. For example, the presence - or absence
of the woman's husband and the number of children under S5-years
0ld living in the household and belonging to the woman wers
determined by an inspection of the entries for the members of
the household and not by & query on that subject by the enumerator.

Differences between sample tabulations and complste counts.—
In table VIII statistics based on the results of Samples C and W
and on the corresponding complete counts are presented for
women classitied by several characteristies, Distributions by
urban~rural residence in 1910 would be expected to be somewhat
differsnt ror the sample tabulations and the complete count
gince, as stated in the section on "Urban and rural areas,” the

Table VIIL.~~COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPIE TABULADPIONS AND COM-
PLETE COUNTS, 1940 AND 1910: ALL WOMEN 15 TO 49 YEARS OID, BY URBAN-
RURAL RESIDENCE, RACE, MARITAL STAPUS, AND AGE, POR THE UNITED STATES

{For 1910, urban-rural figures im Sample W,but not those in complete count, have been
. adjusted to the 1940 classification)

WOMEN 15 T0 49 YEARS OLD, 1940 | WOMEN 15 TO 49 YEARS OLD, 1910
AREA, RAGE, MARTTAL R _ Bazed on Sample C Based on Sample' W
STATUS, AND AGE OF | Based on Based on
'wcu.m complste Perg;nt complate Perg;nt
: count Number complats count Numbex conplote
gount count
AREA
TOtALssanessoaaa 496,082,247 [85,885,800 99.5]29,856,689 29,829,504 99.9
UrbBhe vevveeneeseess 82,048,141 (21,910,500 99,4 12,826,908 {12,165,975 88,6
Rur8lesesssanavenns 414,089,106 118,974,400 99,6]11,58),786 {11,679,529 101.2
Rural=nonfars,....d 7,024,087 ] 7,010,980 99,8 (1) 4,966,829 -
Ruralefarfe.......o 7,000,079 | 6,968,420 99,8 (*) 6,706,700 | -
RACE f
WRIt® . oveersoeaenaasdd2,B18, 881 [32,072,200 99.6 {21,169,838 |21,125,644 99.8
NBLLYEnrnensonss 29,6187 107529 1556 1 260 99,8 17,814,251 [17,260,412 99,7
Foreign born...... A 8,601,184 | 2,519,940 9,7] 8,655,582 | 3,6865,R88 100,38
NOETO. cuvrsversanenad 3,742,901 | 3,693,740 28,71 2,621,170 | 2,681,641 100.4
OtheT TaCBBevesaverast 124,965 119,360 95.5 67,686 72,219 106.7
MARITAL STATUS . )
S1NELO.esrernesranens L1, 554,928 11,489,800 99.4 [?8, 528,000 [28,495,080 99,6
Married, widowed, -
and djvorced........24,526,319 24,396,000 99,5 15,530,689 [15,094,474 100,0
AGE
15 to 19 years...... 6,163,370 | 6,149,940 99,9 4,535,831 | 4,537,017 100,0
20 to 24 years....... $,895,448 { 5,885,060 99,8 4,476,694 | 4,460,677 9.4
25 to 29 years....... 5,645,976 | 5,608,780 99,8 8,935,655 | 8,028,768 99,7
80 to 34 years......d 5,172,076 | 5,144,160 99,5 8,315,417} 8,314,146 100,0
95 to 89 years.......| 4,799,718 | 4,768,260 99.9 | 8,029,084 | 3,040,867 100.4
40 t0 44 yeagS....... 4,368,708 | 4,587,860 99.1} 2,475,287 | 2,474,989 100,0
45 to 49 yearS....... 4,045,956 | 4,001,300 98,9} 2,090,281 | 2,088,040 99.9

1 5tatistios for 1910 not availeble. :
® Includes women for whom marital stetus was not reported,shown saparately in the
1910 reportase. .

slightly difterent rules of classiflcation used in 1940 were
applied to the sampls of the 1910 populatlon,

The nature of the differences between the figures from the
sample tabulations and the complete counts may be further 1l-
lustrated by an inspsction of the figures shown for the distri-
bution of women by race in 1940, Figures from Sample C (for
which information on color was based on the coding of Sample B)
show a larger proportion of native white women than those from
the complste count. 'This blas resulted from a tendency in the
coding of Sample B to classify persons - as native white at the
expense of other categories,

Table IX presents figures from the sample tabulatlons and
the complete counts on the number of white and Negro ¢hildren
under 5 years old in 1940 and 1910. It should be borne in mind
that only children living with mothers 15 to 49 years old are
included in the sample figures of the present report, whereas’
all enumerated children are included in the data trrom the com-
plete counts,

Table IX.-~~COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS AND COMPIETE
COUNTS, 1940 AND 1910: WHITE AND NEGRO CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OLD
(WITH URBAN-RURAL RESIDENCE FOR WHITE CHILDREN), FOR THE UNITED
STATES '

(For 1910, urban-rural figures in Sample W,but not those in complete count, have been
adjusted to the 1940 classification, Figures from semple tabulations include only
children under 5 years old living with mothers 15 to 49 yeara old}

1840 1910

Children 1living with children living with

A mother, based on AL mother, besed on

AREA AND RAGE children, Sample C ehildren, Sample W
baged on based on

co:g\l::e Percent of eox:g\l;:o j Percent of
Number complete Number complets

count . count
White, total.....| 9,229,505 | 8,927,680 96,7 | 9,322,914 | 8,999,856 9645
4,580,897 | 4,385,660 96.8 | 8,966,957 | 3,772,948 95,1
4,699,108 | 4,541,920 96,7 | 5,955,957 | 5,226,913 97,6
Rural=nonfarm| 2,292,571 | 2,220,540 96,9 1 8,130,864 -
Rural-farm.,,| 2,406,537 | 2,321,880 96.5 (%) 3,096,049 -
NSETOwvavesererss| 1,249,080 | 1,084,380 85.2 | 1,268,288 | 1,098,893 86.9

18tatistics for 1910 not available,

The differences between all children in the complete counts
and children living with their mothers as shown by Sample C and
Sample W are not large, although they necessarily- exceed the
differences that would be expected by sampling variations.

Most of the deviations discussed in this section are rela-
tively small, yet some are appreclably larger than would he
expected to result from sampling variations alone. Such de-
viations, however, dd not serlously affect most of the relation-
ships that may be deduced from the statistics presented in this
report. .



