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FOREWORD

Sampling techniques were utilized in the Sixteenth Decennial Census for
the first time in the history of the Population Census. The use of sam-~
pling methods permitted the collection of statistics on a larger number of
inquiries than has heretofore been possible, the release of preliminary
population statistics at an early date, and the tabulation of a great many
social and econonic charac?eristics of the population at a relatively low
cost.

This report is based on tabulations of a sample of the population returns
and presents statistics on the composition of families for reéions and for
cities of 1,000,000 or more. This report furnishes the basis for a compre-
hensive &analysis of the economic and social characteristics of families
classified by marital status, age, and sex of head and number of children.’
This report was prepared under the supervision of Dr. Leon E. Truesdell,
Chief S8tatistician for Papulation, and Dr. A. Ross Ecklér, Assistant Chief
Statistician, by Dr. Henry S. Shryock, Jr., Chief of General Population
Statistics, and Dr. Paul C. Glick, Fanily Analyst. The sampling procedures
were under the direction of Dr. W. Edwards Deming, Mathematical Adviser.
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FAMILIES, 1940
TYPES OF FAMILIES

INTRODUCTION

&
GENERAL

This report presents statistics on types of families
classified by a number of characteristics of families and of
their heads for the United States by reglons. These statistics
are based on tabulations of a sample of the returns of the Six-
teenth Decennial Census of Population, taken as of April 1,
1940, The term "type of famlly" 1s applied to the classifi-
catlon of families by sex and marital status of head and number
of chlldren in the famlly. Famllles are presented by type,
cross-classified by familly size, number of children wunder 10
and under 18 years old, tenure, and monthly rental value of
home. Heads of familles are shown by type of family, cross-
classified by the head's race, natlvity, sex, marital status,
age, and highest grade of school completed. Wives of family
heads are shown by age, labor force status, and number of chil-
dren under 10 years old. Families are also presented Dby sex,
marital status, and age of head, cross-classiried. by family
wage or salary income and recelpt of other Income, and by em-
ployment status and major occupatlon group of head. Statistics
are presented for the Unlted States by regions, urban and rural,
and for citles of 1,000,000 or more.

Related reports.— Thls 1s one of a series of reports pre-
senting statistics for familles, based ontabulatlons of samples
of the returns of the 194C Censuses of Population and Housing.
The specliflic titles of other reports in thls serlies, and a
brief summary of the subjects covered, are glven below.®

General Characteristlcs: Characteristics of familles and

of famlly heads (inciuding types of families) for States,
cities of 100,000 or more, and metropolitan ' districts of
200,000 or more, are presented in this report. Heads of
families are shown by race, nativity, parentage, citizenship,
sex, marital status, age, highest grade of school completed,
mlgration status and 1935 residence, employment status, and
major occupation group. Famllies are classlfied according
to tenure, size, number of chiildren, labor force status of
children 14 to 17 years old, number of lodgers and subfami-
lies, family employment status, class-of-worker composition,
and family wage or salary income in 1939. Statlstics for
quasi households, such as institutions, hotels, and lodging
houses, are also shown In this report.
: Size of Family and Age of Head: Data on type and size of
family and age of head, by race, marital status, and migra-
tion status and 1935 residence of head, number of children
under 21 years old, lodgers, subfamilies, size of household,
and famlly wage or salary income and receipt of other income
in 1939, are presented in this report for regions and cities
of 1,000,000 or more.

Family Wage or Salary Income in 1939: Statistics on wage
or salary income and receipt of other income in 1939, for
families classified by characteristics of the family and of
the head, including types of families, are shown in this re-
port for regions and citles of 1,000,000 or more.

Employment Status: Data for families by number and
employment status of persons in the labor force, by charac-
teristlcs of the famlly and of the famlly head.
Tamilies are shown 1In this report by employment status and

1 The 1940 Popﬁlntion Census schedule is reproduced inPart 1 of Vol-
ume III and Part 1 of Volume IV of the Sixteenth Census Reports on
Population. The instructions to enumerators are also reproduced in
these volumes.

2 At the time this report goes topress {June 1943) these reports are
in various stages of completion, and the titles and contents may be
somewhat altered before publication. .

Types of.

major occupation group of head,
1,000,000 or more. :

Income and Rent: Data on wage or salary Income and re-
ceipt of other income in 1939 are shown 1in this report for
urban and rural-nonfarm familles classifled by tenure and
rent, and cross-~classifled by housing characteristics, fam-
ily characteristics, and characteristics of the head (includ-
ing types of families). Statistics are presented for reglons
and for metropolitan districts of 1,000,000 or more.

Tenure and Renb: Data for urban and rural-nonfarm fami-
lies classified by tenure and rent and cross-classified by
family characteristics and characteristics of the head, are
presented in this report for regions, citles of 1,000,000 or
more, and metropolitan districts of 500,000 or more.

Characteristics of Rural-farm Famllles: Rural-farm faml-
lles are classified in this report by tenure, occupation of
the head, and in some cases by value or rent, and cross-
classified by selected housing characteristics, famlly char-
acteristics, and characteristics of the head. Statistics
are presented for reglons and. geographic divisions.

Volume IV of the Reports on Population, entitled "Charac-
teristics by Age - Marltal Status, Relationship, Education, and
Citizenship,' deals with general populdtion characteristics for
States and citles of 50,000 or more, and presents data by age
and sex on marital status and relationship (including the num-
ver of heads of prilvate households), as well as other charac-
teristics.

Sample data on the fertility of women 15 to 74 years

for regions and cities of

old are presented in other reports, for regions, States,
and cities of 250,000 or more. In these reports, women are
classified by number of children ever born, number of children

under 5 and 5 to 9 years old, duration of marriage, and

other characteristics.

age,

Data on types of familles from the 1930 census.-- Unpub-
1ished data on types of familles based on the 1930 census give
white and Negro families by race, nativity, sex, and marital
status of head, and number of children under 31l years old,
cross-classified by silze of famlly, number of children under 10
years old, number of lodgers, number of galnful workers, age of
head, tenure, and value or monthly rent of home. These statis-
tics were tabulated separately for each city of 250,000 or more
and, within each State, for urban places of 25,000 to 250,000
combined, for urban places of 2,500 to 25,000 combined, for
rural-nonfarm areas, and for rural-farm areas.

In tables 16 to 20 of this report, summary data for the
United States based on these 1930 tabulations are presented for
comparison with the 1940 statistics. These tables show famllies
in 1930 by sex and marital status of head, cross-classified by
race and nativity of head, size of family, number of chlldren
under 10 years old, age of head, tenure, and value or monthly
rent of home.

Sources of famlly statistics. — The 1940 family statistics
shown in this report are vased on tabulations of a sample of
families, identified as Sample D.  All of the statlistics based
on tabulations of thils sample were obtained from the entries on
the Population census schedule, where the indlvidual members of
a famlly were enumerated on consecutive lines. The statistlcs
shown in some of the other reports on familles are based on
tebulations of Sample F and will differ slightly from the sta-
tistics shown in this report. (See section on "Comparison be-
tween results of sample tabulations and complete count.!)

Arrangement of tables.— The tables 1in the Dresent report
are arranged in three groups., The first group, tables 1 to 11,

1



2 ~ FAMILIES, 1940

shows statlstics for the Unlted States, for 4 regions, and for
cities of 1,000,00C or more. The second group, tables 12 to 15,
shows, Tfor the Unilted States, swmmary data that appear in
greater detail in other reports which include information on
types of families and which, like tables 1 to 11, are based on
tabulations of Sample D. The third group, tables 16 to 20, pre-
sents 1930 summary statistics for the United States for compar-
ison with corresponding 1940 deta shown in tables 1, 2, 3, 4,
7, 8, and 11.

Availability of Unpublished data.- The statistics shown in
tables 1 to 11 for the United States represent nearly all of
the detail tabulated. Similar statistics have been tabulated
for the 4 reglons, urban and rural, and for cities of 1,000,000
or more. Because of space limitatlons, the 1940 data on the
subjJects covered Iin these tables for regions and cities are
published 1in condensed form. The unpublished statistics, so
far as the flgures are large enough to be significant, can be
made avallable upon request, for the cost of preparing and re-
vroducing them, Requests for these data, addressed to the
Director of the Census, Washington, D.C., will receive a prompt
reply, including an estimate of the cost of preparing the flgures.

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS

Urban and rural areas.— Urban population, as defined by
the Bureau of the Census, ls in general that residing in cities
and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants or more.
In addition, certain densely populated townships or other civil
divisions, not incorporated as municipalities, have been classi-
fled as urban under specified rules. The remainder of the pop-
ulation is classified as rural, and is subdivided into the
rural-farm population, which comprises all rural residents
living on farms, without regard tc occupation, and the rural-
nonfarm population, which comprises the remsining rural popula-
tion. (For further detaills for each State, see Population,
Volume I, entitled "Number of Inhabitants” and comprising the
tirst series of Population bulletins.)

as de-

Family and private household. ~— The term "family,"
fined 1n the 1940, 1930, and 1900 censuses, 1s limlited to pri-
vate families and excludes the small number (about 80,000 in
1940) of institutions and other quasi households which were
counted as families in the other censuses since 1850.° A pri-
vate family comprises a family head and all other persons in
the home who are related to the head by blood, marriage, or
adoption, and who live together and share common housekeeping
arrangements. A person living alone 1s counted as a cne-person
private family., A famlly head sharing his living accommodations
with one or more unrelated persons 1is also counted as a one-
person private family (with one or more "lodgers"). A group of
related persons residing permanently or for an indefinite pericd
in an agpartment hotel Iis counted as a private family.

The term "private household" 1s used inthe 1940 Population
Census to include the related famlly members (who constitute
the private family) and the ladgers, servants, or hired hands,
if any, who regularly live in the home. Thus, the number of
private households 1s the same as the number of private fami-
lies, but the total number of persons in private households in-
cludes some individuals who are not members of the private
families. A famlly group reporting more than 10 lodgers 1is
classiried as a quasi household (specifically, as a lodging
house), rather than as a private family or private household.

Head of family.— One person in each family was designated
in the 1940 census as the family head, being usually the person
regarded as the head by the members of the family. The number
of heads of families is, therefore, equal to the number of fam-
ilies. The head of a private family is usually a married man
and the chlef breadwinner in the family. In some cases, how-
ever, the head is a parent of the chief earner,
adult member of the household.

Race and nativity of head. — Three major racial groups of
family heads are distinguished in certain tables: white, Negro,
and "Other races.'"  Pesrsons of Mexican birth- or ancestry who
were not definitely Indlan or of other nonwhite racé were re-
turned as white in 1940, Such persons were designated Mexican

3 quasl household is a group of persons not living in private fam-
ilies, such a8 those living in a lodging house with more than 10 lodg-
ers, an imstitution, a schosl, a lebor camp, or a military or naval
post; or the transient population of & hotel ox the orew of a vessel.
The nmumber of quasi households 4in 1940 is comparable with the number
of quasi-family groups in 1930

-broken by separation

or 1s the only’

in 1930 (but not in prior censuses), and were included in the
general class of '"Other races." The 1930 data for white per-
song shown 1in this report are exclusive of Mexilcans, as it has
not been possible to adjust them to conform to the 1940
definition.

In certdin tables, statistics are presented separately for
white and nonwhlte heads of famllies for the Unlted States and
the South, and for nonwhlte heads of families for the other re-
glons. Nomwhite family heads represent the total of Negro,
Indian, Chinese, Japanese, and other nonwhite family heads.
The great majorlity of the nonwhite population consists of Ne-
groes, except in the Paclfle States, where there are many Chi-
nese and Japanese, and in Oklahoma and certain Mountaln States
where many of the nonwhites are Indians,

In tables 1, 2, and®l6, white heads of familles are divided
into two fundamental nativity groups, natlve and foreign born.
In this classification by nativity, a family head born Iin the

Unlted States or 1ln any of its territories or possessions is
counted as native,

Sex and marital status of head.— All of the tables in this
report present family characteristics by sex and marital status
of head. The classification of famllies by sex and marital
status of head and number of children 1s designated '"type of
family," as indicated above.

The statistics on marital status of the famlly head refer
to the marital status at the time the census was taken. Heads
of families classified as '"married" comprise both those who
have been married only once, and those who remarried after hav-
ing been divorced or widowed. Since it 1s probable that some
divorced persons are reported as married, widowed, or single,
the census returns doubtless understate somewhat the actual
number of divorced heads of familles who have not remarried.

In both 1930 and 1940 the enumerator falled to report mar-
ital status for a small number of persons. All these persons
were clagsified as single in 1940, whereas in 1930 only those
under 18 were included among the single and the remainder were
shown as "unknown.'' The 1930 figures shown in this report by
marital status exclude persons for whom marital status was not
reported,

A male head was classified as "married, wife present," if
his wife was reported as a member of the household in which he
was enumerated. A family with a male head, married, wife pres-
ent 1s regarded as a '"mormal family." Normal families consti-
tuted 75.8 percent of all families 1n 1940 and 79.2 percent in
1930, Females were not classified as heads of famllles 1f
thelr husbands were living in the household at the time the
census was taken.

The group "merried, husband absent' and the group "married,
wife absent" consist of married heads whose husbands or wives
were not living in the same household at the time of the census.
These two groups- include married heads whose familles had been
(often preceding divorce), immigrants
whose husbands or wives were still abroad, husbands or wives of
persons enumerated as lnmates of institutions, and other mar-
ried heads whose usual place of resldence was not the same as
that of their nusbands or wives, including soldiers, sallors,
men in labor camps, etc., and thelr wives.

Table I indicates for 1940 and 1930 the proportion of the
population 15 years old and over who were heads of families, by
merital status and sex. By far the largest proportion who were
neads of families was found among married men with wilves
present. In turn, & much larger proportion of widowed, di-
vorced, and separated persons than of $ingle persons were heads
of families. The increases between 1930 and 1940 in the per-
centages of widowed, divorced, and single persons of both sexes
who were heads of families may reflect a tendency for larger
proportions of these persons to be economically independent.

Those persons in private households who weré not heads of
famillies were living with relatives or as lodgers or resldent
servants. Those persons in quasi households, amounting to
about 3 percent of all persons 15 years old and oveér, represent
the remaining versons who were not heads of famllles.

Children under 10 and under 18 years old. — The counts of
children under 10 and under 18 years old in the famlily include
all unmarried children within these respectlve age classes who
are related to the head of the family elther by blood or by
adoptlon. Stepchildren are included, but neither foster chil-
dren nor wards. Grandchildren, nephews, nleces, and other re-
lated children nelther sons nor daughters of the head are
included, but the number is relatively small,

The clasgification of famllies by number of children under
10 years old 1s useful as a measure of fertlility and also as an
indication of the number of women whose abllity to accept Jobs




INTRODUCTION | 3

is restricted by the responsivility for the care of young chil- Tabl;gz. TOTAL POPULATION 15 YEARS OLD AND OVER AND HEADS OF FAMILIES,
dren. Statistics on familles vy number of children under 18 m?,é oﬂﬁgsmgsggmgv ﬁ%ﬁ%’%‘wﬁg m&oﬁoﬂﬁ?ﬁrﬁ
years old are significant principally because the great major- STATES :
ity of such children are stlll financlally dependent upon their [1980 figures exclude persons and hesds of families for whom maritel status was not
parents. _ reported, and have not been adjusted to include Mexicans who were classified with
"Other races™ in the 1930 reports. 1940 statistics for heeds of families based
Age of head and age of wife.— The age classification 1s on Semple T
based on the age of the person at hils last birthday before
April 1, 1940, that is, the age of the person 1n completed WHITE AND NEGRO POPULATION,
years. POPULATION, 1940 1050
_— Tgbl; Ié presents ;lor’mal familles classified by age o: SEX AND MARTTAL Heads of families Heads of families
usband (head) and age of wife for the United States in 1940, STATUS Total , Total,
The infrequency of families In which the wife's age exceeds 15 Y;ars 0ld " Percent |15 years old . Percent
that of her husband 1s apparent from this teble, As the age of fnd aver mber tgiu end over umber tggsl
husbands increases, the proportion of wives who are consideradbly
younger than thelr husbands also increases, because of the Total .69
tendency among men marrying late in life to choose wives much seewvees| 96,697,194(95,087,440 85.6| 85,341,212|29,490,174 4.6
younger than themselves. . 1:? 49,335,632([29, 784,200  60.3| 43,073,186 25,747,742 59.8
BrTiedussassonnnens) 80,191,087 52,88 6| 2 .
It 1s or significance from the viewpoint of the social se- Wife present as’,asrz:ags 22:2051208 e 5'961'%3? :g:ggé,';;g .t
curlty program that 4.6 percent of all normal families in the Wife sbsent. 1,538,711 447,080 29.2 () 288,153 -
United States 1in 1940 contained a head and his wife Dboth of 2';;‘2’23: 1:;;2:’;3 g‘*-g 1'292:302 g”gvzgs 42-3
whom were 65 years of age or older. This percentage may be ex- 16,876,595 1,318,020 NS 14,5351129 ‘1,%23'20?, )
. > .
pected to increase for several decades as a result of increas- Pemalo..........| 49,361,562)5,352,240| 10.8| 42,268,026 3,742,432 8.9
ing longevity and other factors. Me;‘ri:d.a.......;... zg,oav.lss 785,180 2.6 25,54,2,3?")7 400,695 1.6
fusband present... , 514,859 - - - -
Husb . 50 -
Size of famlly._.In the classification of families accord- Wiemeand ensent P IRt B N ot B R
ing to slze, only the head of the famlly and persons related to DivOreedeeesssseiaes 822,563| 987,240] 47.1 566,492 'zas:ass 41.6
the head by blood, marrlage, or adoption are counted. (See Single....su.ee.i..| 12,751,7720 901,160 7.1} 11,183,112\ 571,214 5.1
section on "Family and private household.") 1 statistics not available.
Table IT. FAMILIES WITH MALE HEAD MARRIED, WIFE PRESENT, BY AGE OF HEAD, BY AGE OF WIFE OF HEAD, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940
[Statistics based on Sample D. Percent not shown where less than 0.1]
Potal MALE HEAD, MARRTED, WIFE PRESENT--AGE OF HEAD (VEARS) *
AGE OF WIFE OF HEAD femilies
Under 25 25 to 29 30 to 34 35 to 44 45 to B4 55 to 64 65 and over
Wife of head, all 8g6S........ 26,605,800 1,188,600 2,787,220 3,402,900 6,830,240 6,049,040 3,909,380 2,493,420
Under 20 years 0ldusse-avereeescns 466,600 304,840 114,800 27,820 18,540 8,320 1,580 700
20 to 24 years 2,849,800 699,100 1,125,580 368,000 132,900 21,160 5,560 2,000
25 to 29 years 8,584,560 103,500 1,320,980 1,415,280 648,940 7,360 14,560 4,000
30 to 34 years 3,688,080 12,500 186,060 1,854,360 1,860,000 234,840 82,140 8,180
85 to 39 years 8,552,520 3,560 24,780 196,700 2,528,580 705,860 81,100 16,940
40 to 44 years . 8,236,680 2,240 5,160 28,220 1,351,740 1,612,300 202,960 34,060
45 £0 49 years old....essseerusees 2,923,600 1,620 1,780 6,460 225,620 2,084,120 529,220 74,780
50 to 54 years Oldiesessreeseciaen 2,377,500 740 1,800 2,940 40,460 1,062,300 1,105,000 164,760
! 55 t0 59 years 0lduesesesssvencses 1,760,020 1,060 1,000 1,360 11,760 178,460 1,226,440 389,940
[ 60 t0 64 years oldussesseoses 1,227,820 1,160 440 800 3,720 37,860 569,440 614,900
[ 65 years and OVOT..seveorecsonsoes 1,489,120 3,280 5,400 5,960 17,980 31,960 141,380 1,298,160
FERCENT DISTRIEUTTON
Wife of head, all AgeS........ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100,0
Under 20 years 1.8 26.9 4,1 0.8 0.2 0.1 - -
20 to 24 years 8.8 61.7 40,4 10,7 1.9 0.8 0.1 0.1
25 to 29 years 18.5 9.1 7.4 41.6 9.5 1.3 0.4 0.2
80 0 84 years 0lde..iieesssuannss 13.9 L1 6.7 39.8 27.2 8.9 0.8 0.3
85 to 39 years 13.4 0.3 0.9 5.8 36.9 i 11.7 2.1 0.7
40 to 44 years 12.2 0.2 0,2 0.8 19.8 26.7 5.2 1.4
45 t0 49 years 11,0 0.1 0.1 0.2 3.3 84,5 18,5 . 8.0
50 £0 54 years oldeseecesrersronan . 8.9 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.5 17.6 28,3 6.6
55 t0 59 years 0ldeseseseriocacsns X 8.6 0,1 - - 0.2 3.0 31.4 13,6
60 t0 64 years olde.eseurasesaeess 4.6 0.1 - - 0.1 0.6 14.6 24,7
65 YEATS BDA OVOTierererssooresraas 5.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.8 0.1 3.6 49,5

hence the average number of adult relatlves can be determined
exactly by subtraction, except for families wlth 3 or more
children under 18.

Among families in whilch. the head 1s middle-sged, the adult
relatives are probably for the most part unmarried children of
the head. Among femilles with older heads, a large number of
the adult relatives are probebly married children of the head
living as subfamilies, whereas among famllies with younger
heads, & considerable number of the adult relatives are prob-
ably parents of the head.

In table III, statistics are presented on the medlan size |
of family in the United States in 1940, vy type of famlly and
age of head. In comnection with the median size of family the
general definition of the median as that item or value which
stands at the mldpoint of a series arranged according to size
or value must be qualified somewhat, since this figure is pre-
sented with a decimal which can hardly be taken literally. For
Practical purposes, however, one need not be concerned with the
theoretical interpretation of this median, but may simply accept
it as a convenlent summary figure representing the gize of fam~-
ily in the various areas and groups concerned.

The changing size of famlily as the family passes  through
the usual cycle of expansion and contraction 1s indicated by
the data presented in table III.  The head and his wife repre-
sent two of the persons in every normal family and the head
represents one of the persons in every family of any other
class. The remaining persons in the family are either children
under 18 years old or "adult relatives" 18 years old and over.
The number of children under 18 years old is shown in the table,

Highest grade of school completed.—A question on the 1940
census schedule asked for the last full grade that the person
had completed in the regular school system--public, private, or
parochial school, college, or university. Statistics on the
highest grade of. school completed are shown in this report for
heads of families, the great majority of whom have completed
their formal educatilon.
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Table IIX. MEDIAN SIZE OF FAMILY, BY MARITAL STATUS, AGE, AND SEX OF
I;:‘T!‘.Agé AN?QNUEBQO ER OF CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS OLD, FOR THE UNITED
ATES:

[Statisbics based on Sample D]

1§ FAUTLIES HAVING SPECTFIED NUMBER OF

SEX, MARITAL STATUS, Al CHILDREN UNDER 18 YPARS OLD

AND AGE OF EEAD families

Nene 1 2 8 or more
Al families. 3.15 2.09 3.28 4.22 6,22
Male head.icviverananans 3.82 2.17 3.27 4,23 6.24
Married, wife present.,. 3.47 2,27 3.27 4£.23 6.24
Under 25 yesrs old 2.69 8.04 8.05 4,07 5.29
25 to 29 years 8.08 2.05 3.06 4.06 5.40
30 to, 34 years 3.51 2.07 3.07 4,07| 5.66
35 to 44 years 3.98 2.17 3.18 4,15/~ 6.13
45 to 54 years 8.92 2.48 3.78 4.69 6.95
55 to 64 years Ol@.ecesosessvnran 3.22 2.47 4.13 5.34 7.33
65 years and over........ 2.50 2.32 4.22 5.59 7.87
Other merital status. 1,47 1.29 8.88 4,40 6.17
Under 45 years old....... .47 1.27 8.05 3.98 5.80
45 years and OVeIrii.vcceeesorasss 1.47 1,30 3.60 4,73 6.40
Female head..ecsevseisnanansane 2.08 1.49 8.01 3.94 5.88
Under 45 years 0l@eesereesrnarses 2.31 1.29 2.48 3.88 5.40
45 years and OVer....ciecesreness 2.01 1.59 3.44 4.65 6.50

Table IV presents the medlan years of school completed by
heads of families in the United States in 1940, by color of head
and type of family. The median year of school completed 1s
that year which divides +the population group into two equal
parts--one~half having had more formal educatlion and one-half
having had less than the median. These medlans are expressed
in terms of a continuous series of numbers representing years
of school completed. For example, the completion of the first
year of high school is Indicated by 9 and of the last year of
college by 16. TFor the sake of comparability, +the rirst year
of high school 1s uniformly represented by 9, although there
are some areas with only 7 years of elementary school.

Table IV. MEDIAN YEARS OF SCEOOL COMPLETED BY FAMILY HEAD, BY MARITAL
STATUS, GCOLOR, AND SEX OF HEAD, AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 18
YEARS OLD, FOR THE UNITED STATES; 1940

[Stu,tisf.ics based on Semple D]

FAMTLIES HAVING SPECIFIED NUMBER OF

COLOR, SEX, AND MARITAL ALl CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS OLD

STATUS OF EEAD Tamilies

None 1 2 8 or more
Totalieseasorrnrrrsaroneans 8.8 8.3 8.6 8.4 7.6
Male head........ eus 8.3 8.3 8.6 8.5 7.7
Married, wife present, 8.8 8.4 8.7 8.5 7.7
Other maxital status.. 7.8 7.9 7.2 7.4 6.8
Female head.eseracsnssnoas 8.1 8.8 8.0 7.8 7.2
Whiteasssoseacatrinnennssas 8.4 8.4 8.7 8.6 7.9
Male heddeevesavnoaiennves B.4 8.4 8.8 8.6 7.9
Married, wifs present... 8.5 8.5 8.8 8.6 7.9
Other marital sbatus.... 8.0 8,0 7.9 7.6 7.8
Female NeBAu.esiacersnsnarasinass 8.4 8.5 8.2 8.1 7.7
NonWhite,eaonrnreerseaenes vae 5.2 5,3 5.4 5.8 4.8
Male headiecysreancrcesenies 5.1 5.2 5.2 5.2 4.7
Married, wife present..... 5.2 5.4 5.8 5.3 4.7
Other marital status.......... 4.7 4.8 4.8 4.7 4.2
Famale hede.ciaerennsecnisnnenea 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.7 5.8

The flgures In table IV Indicate a unlform tendency for
family heads with one or two children to0 have more schooling
than those with three or more children. This tendency sub-
stantiates for the country as & whole +the findings of studles
of differential fertility based on smaller groups of families.

Many of the other differences in amount of education among
family heads may be explained by the fact that educational
attalnment is progressively lower from the younger to the older
ages, because of the more favorable educational opportunities
in recent years. Heads of normal families were about ten years
younger, on the aversge, than male heads of "other marital sta-
tus,” and, thus, also had more schooling. Although female
heads tended to be considerably older than male heads, the me-
dian number of years of school completed was about the same for
the two sexes among whites and considerably higher for femsle
heads than for male heads among nomwhites. This may be ac-
counted Zfor by the fact that, among persons of the same age,
females ordinarily complete more years of school than meles,
the difference Detween the educatlon of the two sexes being
greater among nomwhites than among whites.

Nonwhite family heads had conslderably lower amounts of
education, on the average, than white famlly heads. This fact
1s associated with the greater concentration of nonwhites than
whites in the rural-farm areas of the South, their lower aver-
age economic level, and their less adequate educatlonal facil-
1tles. :

Tenure.— Famllles are classified by tenure into two basic
groups: Owner and tenant. A famlly is classified as an owner
tamily if the home was owned elther wholly or 1in part by the
head of the family or by some related member of his family liv-
ing in the home. All other families are classified as tenant
families whether or not cash rent was actually pald for the
1living quarters. Famllles residing in rent-free quarters or in
1iving accommodations which were recelved in payment for serv-
ices performed are thus included with +the tenant families,
The small number of famllies in 1930 <for which no Information
on tenure was obtained are classified as "tenure not reported.™

Value or monthly rent of home.— The enumerator was in-
structed to obtain for each family returned as ownlng its home
the estimated current market value of 1ts home; and for each
family returned as occupying rented living quarters the monthly
contract rent, or if no cash rent was pald, the estimated
monthly rental value based on rents for similar living quarters
in the neighborhood. ,

In table 11, statistics are presented for famililes in 1940
in terms of the "monthly rental value of home.'"  These figures
were tabulated on a composite basls, with the rented homes
classified vy monthly contract rent and the owned homes classi-
fled by estimated monthly rental value based on 1 percent of
their reported value (less 50 cents to adjust to rental inter-
vals), In table 20, data are shown for urban and rural-nonfarm
families in 1930 by tenure and value or monthly rent of home.
In 1930 the small number of urban-farm famllies were included
with urban homes for which value or monthly rent was not re-
ported.

The median monthly rental value of home 1s shown in table
V for families in 1940 classified by type. The median monthly
rental value of home may be defined as that rental value which
divides the families 1into two equal groups--one-half having
higher rental values and one-half lower rental values than the
medlan.

Table V. MEDIAN MONTHLY RENTAL VALUE OF HOME, BY MARITAL STATUS AND
SEX OF FAMILY HEAD, AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS OLD, FOR
THE UNITED STATES, UREAN AND RURAL: 1940

[statistics based on Semple D]

MEDIAN MONTHLY RENTAL VALUE OF HOME
Femilies having specified mumbeyof
AREA AND SEX AND MARITAL A1 children under 18 years old
STATUS OF HEAD families

None 1 2 8 or mors

{@l11ars) |(dollars) | {dollars)|{dollars)|(dollars)

Totaleseeeseaneasss seresene 20,33 22,74 21.49 13.87 12,97

20,21 22.,58| =21.88| 20,21  13.09

Married, wife present....eece.. 20,96 24,43 22.02 20,40 13.15

Cther marital status.....vsoses 14.08 13,92 17,08 14,93/ 11,00

Fomale hend....cseeavasocscnnsens 20.%4 28.32 18.78 16.99 11.53

Trbake ovsserennonsas sanerans 27,61 28,71 28,03 27,48 22.66

Male head....c.es Vesnssasaes . 28.03 29,12 ‘28.64 28,12 23.20

Married, wife present..... 28.58 30.82 28.75 28.24 23.26

Other marital status...... 21.70 21,06 25.66 28,94 21,00

Female headeceseacnvsess 25,62 27,41 28.89 21.88 17.72

Rural-nonfarm. 12.61 13.45 13.88 12,94 9,62

Male headsessaconas 12.82 18.69 18.71 18.23 9,90

Married, wife pre: 13.40 15,58 13.85 18.36 9,96

Other marital statu 8.20 7.99 9.72 9,87 8,16
Female head.«seaveess 1,22 12,53 9.87 9.19 7.36 "

RUral=farMeseenisroeasisocans 7.61 8.8 7.72 7.45 6.00

Male head... Gaees 7.64 8.78 7.80 7.52 6.12

Married, wife present....c..cve 7.7L 9.21 7.85 7.56 6,16

Other marital status... e 7.01 7.27 8,91 6.48 5.10

Famale headeseeoraeons reassasans 7.28 9,04, 6.28 6.02 8.938

Er2
In general, there 1s a tendency for <the rental value to

decrease ag the number of children in the family increases, in
spite of the fact that more housing space is needed as the num-
ber of chlldren in the family increases. This tendency reflects
economic differentials in fertility. Normal families reported
the highest rental values, but families with a female head re-
ported higher rental values than the familles with & male head
of "other marital status." Urban homes had considerably higher
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rental values than rural homes, with the rental values of rural-
nonfarm homes being higher than those of rural-farm homes.
Within each subdivision of familles by area cross-classified by
sex and marital status of head, the families with one or two
chlldren under 18 reported appreciably higher rental values
than those with 3 or more chlldren under 18.

Another factor usually related to rental value of home is
age of the famlly head. Family heads who are mlddle-aged or
older tend to reside in better homes than those who are younger,
perhaps because they have had a longer pericd during which to
accumulate the financial means necessary to afford such homes.

Family wage or salary income and receipt of other income
in 1839.,—1In the 1940 census, all persons 14 years old and over
(except inmates of specified institutions) were asked to report
(1) the amount of money wage or salary income received in 1939,
and (2) whether income amounting to $50 or more was received 1n
1939 from sources other than money wages or salaries. The Sec-
ond question was included in order to identify those persons or
families whose income from money wages or salaries.represented
all or nearly all of their income.

Wage or salary income, as defined for the purpose of the
1840 census, Iincludes all money received by persons as compen~
sation for work or services performed as employees, including
commissions, tips, niece-rate payments, bonuses, etc., as well
as receipts commonly referred to as wages or salaries. Enumer-
ators were instructed not to conslder as wage or salary income
recelpts from business profits, fees, travel reimbursements,
sale of crops, unemployment compensation, etc., Tor compen-
sation in forms other than money, such as meals, lodging,
clothing, and fuel. : :

Pamlly wage or salary Income was obtained by combining the
wages and salarles reported by all related persons 14 years old
and over In the family. TFamllles were classified as having
wage or salary income not reported when no report on wage or
salary income was obtained for one or more members who were (1)
in the labor force and classified as wage or salary workers, or
(2) not in the labor force but who reported one or more weeks
worked in 1939. When the guestion on wage or salary income was
not answered for employers, own-account workers, unpald family
workers, new workers, or for persons not 1in the labor force
other than those mentioned above, 1t was assumed that they had
no wage or salary income. Thls was done because relatively few
of these groups of persons worked for wages or salaries in 1939,
and the enumerator left the column blank in host cases because
he belleved that the question on wage or salary income was
inapplicable.

"Other income,'" &as defined in the 1940 census, 1ncludes
all income other than money wages or salarles, such as income
from roomers or boarders, business profits, professional fees,
recelpts from the sale of farm products, rents, interest, divi-
dends, unemployment compensation, direct relief, old-age assist-
ance, pensions, annulties, royaltles, regular contributions
Irom persons other than members of the immediate family, end in-
come recelved in kind from sources other than the immediate
family.

Famllies were classified as "with other income' if any re-
lated person 14 years old or over reported the recelpt of $50
or more of income from sources other than wages or salaries.
Familles were classified as "without other income" if all mem-
bers 14 years old and over reported that they had not received
other income amounting to $50 or more. Persons engaged in home
housework or in school who failed to report on the receipt or
nonrecelpt of other income were considered to have recelved no
other income. Familles were classified in the category "other
income not reported" 1f one or more members, other than those
engaged in home housework or in school, falled to report on the
recelpt or nonreceipt of other income, and no other member re-
ported that he had received other income. Since relatively few
persons engaged in home housework or in school recelve any type
of income, 1t'ls probable that many enumerators assumed that the
question on the receipt of other income was inapplicable and
accordingly made no entries for such persons.

In this report statistics for families with no report on
the recelpt of other income are combined with those for families
with other income, 1in spite of the fact that the majority of
the familles with no report on other income probably had no
other income. This procedure was followed in order to keep the
statistics on wage or salary income for families primarily de-
pendent upog such income from belng distorted by the inclusion
of families which might have had $50 or more of income from
NONWEgEe Sources.

In table VI is shown the median family wage or salary in-
come in 1939 for families classified by receipt of other income
by the family in 1939, by marital status and sex of head in

1940, for the United States, urban and rural. The median wage
or salary Income is the amount which dlvides the number of fam-
illes recelving one dollar or more of such income into two equal
parts, one having incomes above the medlan, and the other hav-
ing incomes below the median.

Teble VI, MEDIAN FAMILY WAGE OR SALARY INCOME BY RECEIPT OF OTHER IN-
COME IN 1939, BY MARITAL STATUS AND SEX OF HEAD IN 1940, ¥FOR THE
UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL

[statistics based on Smmple D

MEDIAN WAGE OR SALARY INCOME FOR
RROEIPT OF OTHER INGOME, SEX, TAMTLIES WITH $1 (R MORE
AND MARITAL STATUS OF HEAD :
Total Urban Rural- Rural.
N nonfarm farm
(dollars) {dollars) | {dollars) | (dollars)
A1) famili€s.iessnceernvacans . 1,282 1,464 976 451
Male BOAd. . isrreeaerearsarsanrnne 1,286 1,544 1,022 455
Married, wife present....cveesenes 1,319 1,576 1,062 468
Other marital status.....cevnveaus 918 1,194 697 399
Female headicseerreesnssanansosanass 870 980 578 400
Families without other incame... 1,812 1,496 1,008 452
Mald hefdiussiveeietcnsrcnansenasans 1,363 1,567 1,051 459
- Married, wife presentec.scccesscss ' 1,898 1,601 1,098 472
Other marital statUBeceseeciaress. 933 1,166 691 373
Fomale headieceesvessocanncsannenes 890 988 575 a72
1,045 1,881 -} 451
1,096 1,479 959 453
1,121 1,499 985 457
685 1,264 712 421
843 971 576 419
1 Includes statistics for families for whom the 4éceipt or nonreceipt of "other

income in 1939" was not reported.

The amount of wage or salary income received by a family
in 1939 is related to such factors as the number and age of
earners in the family, type of occupation, industry, and class
of worker of earners, number of months worked by earners, and
geographic location. The presence of married women in the la-
bor force and the relatlvely large proportion of heads of nor-
mal families who are in or near their highest earning perlod of
1life, help to explain the relatively high medlan family wage or
salary income among normal families. The comparatively low in-
comes from wages or salary recelved by families in rural-farm
areas should be considered 1n the light of the fact that farm
families which are dependent entirely upon wage or salary in-
come are for the most part families of farm laborers whose work
is ordinarily seasonal and whose pay scales are low 1n compari-
son with those engaged in nonfarm occupations.

Employment status of head.— The classification by employ-

| ment status of the famlly head was obtalned from questions re-

garding the activity during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940.
These questions permltted a classification into two large
groups: (a) Persons in the labor force, Iincluding those at
work, those with a Job but temporarily absent from work, those
on public emergency work, and those seeking work; and (b per-
sons not in the labor force. The latter group includes persons
reported as engaged 1n own home housework, those 1n scnool,
those unable to work; others not at work and not having a Job,
not on public emergency work, and not seeking work; and persons
for whom employment status was uot reported.

The various categories of persons in the labor force are
derined more precisely below.

Employed.—The group classified as employed includes per-
sons who worked for pay or profit at any time during the
week of March 24 to 30, 1940, inprivate work or nonemergency
Federal, State, or local government work, or assisted with-
out pay on a family farm or in a famlly business; and per-
sons not actually at work and not seeking work durlng the
week of March 24 to 30, 1940, but with jobs, businesses, or
professional enterprises from which they were temporarily
absent because of vacation, illness, industrial dispute, pad
weather, or layoff not exceeding 4 weeks with definite in-
structions to return to work on & specific date. For con-
venlence in terminology, the term "Employed" is used in this
report to refer to the group designated "Employed (except on
public emergency work)" In the publicatlons presenting data
for indlviduais.

On public emergency work,— This category includes persons
who, during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, were at work
on, or assigned to, public emergency work proJjects conducted
by the Work Projects Administration (WPA), +the National
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Youth Administration (NYA), the Civilian Conservation Corps
{cce), or State or local work relief agencles.*

Seeking work. — This category represents persons without
work of any sort in the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, who
were actively seeking work durlng that week. .

The classification of familles by employment status of
head is useful as an indication of the economic impact of unem-
ployment upon families, since the head 1s ‘usually the principal
breadwinner. In some families, however, the head was a depend-
ent, such as an aged rather ormother supported by the children.
It should be borne in mind, however, that many family heads not
in the labor force derive income from sources such as pensions,
investments, and public assistance payments, which often pro-
vide a large part, and sometimes all, of the family's means of
support. '

Labor force status of wife.—1In the classification.of fam-
illes by the labor force status of the wife of the family head,
two groups are distinguished: Those families with the wife in
the labor force and those families with the wife not in the
labor force.

The classitication of familles by 1labor force status of
wife provides an indicatlon of the number of families in which
the wife normally contributes tothe support of the family. This
classirication has added significance when 1t is shown in con-
nection with the number of children under 10 years old in the
family, as in table 14, These statistics provide a basis for
analyzing the extent to which the presence of young children in
the home tends to prevent the wife from entering the labor force.

For rural-farm areas, many of the wives in the labor force
represent women employed as unpald workers on the family farm;
opportunities for other types of employment are quite limited.

Major occupation group of head.— In this report, statis-
tics are presented on the current major occupation group of
head for families with employed heads. This classification
glves an indication of the general economic and social status
of the family, which tends to be closely associated ‘with the
occupation of the head.

Data on the occupational characteristics of all family
heads in the labor force are not shown in this report because
or the difficulty of interpreting an aggregate consisting of
(1) current occupations (for employed heads); (2) occupations
pursued on emergency work projects (for heads on public emer-
gency work); and (3) latest occupations (for heads seeking
work), which may represent work that ended a week before the
census date or many years in the past.

In classifying occupation returns for 1940, the Bureau of
the Census used a classification system with 451 oceupation
titles. The specific occupations included in each major group
are llsted In the tables on occupation presented in Volume ITT
of the Sixteenth Census Reports on Population, entitled "The
Labor Force - Occupation, Industry, Employment, and Income."

COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS AND
COMPLETE COUNT

The 1940 family statistics shown 1in this report are based
on tabulations of a sample of families, ldentified as Sample D,
{See section on "Sources of family statistics.") Sample D was
designed so that in certain portions of the areas shown, a 23-
percent sample was used (miltiplied by a uniform factor of 40)
and elsewhere a 5-percent sample was used (multiplied by a unil
form factor of 20). Exact agreement is not to be expected be-
tween these tabulations and the corresponding tabulations of a
complete count, but the sample data nevertheless indicate the
relationships among the various characteristics involved. With
regard to the individual numbers inthe tables, comparisons thug
rar made Indicate that 95 percent of the numbers above 25,000
will differ rrom those glven by the complete count by less éha.n
5 percent, 95 percent of those betwesn 10,000 and 25,000 will
dirfer by less than 10 percent, and 95 percent of those between
2,500 and 10,000 will differ by less than 20 percent. Somewhat
larger variations may occur In the case of numbers below 2,500

but even here the majority of the difference
percent. ces &re less than 15

ot R
& Considerable numbers of persons on public emergency w

Wers Treported as employed, sesking vorkz,’ or not f.n t{e ;:Ikmir::;::a

instead of on public emergency work. The data on employment status o;

family head tend to understate the number of families with unemployed

heads at the time of the osnsus, to the extent that emergency workers

were classified as employed or not in the labor force. See Part 1 of

olume III of the Reports o Pop n fo
k / 1! Tt n ulation for a discussion of persons on

There are two original sources of data for the character-
istics based on the two samples, nemely, the Information con-
tained on the Population schedule, and the information contalned
on the Housing schedule. The information for a famlily 1n Sam~-
ple D was obtained in two ways: Data for several subjects were
obtained from entries on the Sample D transcription sheet which
contained one line of information from the Population schedule
for the famlly and the family head; data for the remaining sub-~
jects were reproduced mechanically from the card for the
corresponding family head in Sample B (data for the B cards
were obtalned from entries on the Population schedule for the '
individuals in a five-percent sample, identified as Sample B).

The information for a family in Sample F was also obtalned
in two ways: Data for several subjects were obtalned from the
entries on the Sample F transcription sheet which contalned one
1ine of information from the Populatlon schedule for the famlly
and the family head; data for the remalning subjects were re-
produced mechanically from the E card for the corresponding
occupied dwelling unit (data for the E cards were obtalned from
entries on the Housing schedule for occupled and vacent dwell-
ing units).

Since the statistics on certain subjects were derived from
dirrerent sources <for Sample D and Sample F, 1t is to be ex-
pected that the results from the two samples on a glven subject
may differ by a small amount for any area. Moreover, even for
data derived <from the same original source, some differences
will be observed between the two samples because the data from
the two samples were processed separately, as 1s explalned
below,

Table VII shows certaln data from the complete count of
private households and from tebulations of Samples D and F for
the United States in 1940. TFor any area, the total number of
femilies selected for Sample D was expected to be the same as
the total number of famlilles for Sample F, Likewise, 1t was
expected that the total number of families shown from Samples D
and F would agree with the total number of private households

in the area, within the limits of sampling variation. Any
differences among these total numbers for an area, therefore,
are the outcome of sampling errors or systematic bliases. For

the Unlted States as a whole, there were only 1,400 more fami-
lies indicated by Sample ¥ than by Semple D. Agaln, for the
United States as a whole, there were 138,774 more families in-
dlcated by Sample D than there were private households in the
complete count,

Teble VII. SAMPLE TABULATIONS AND COMPLETE COUNT, FOR FAMILIES AND
PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS, BY MARITAL STATUS, AGE, COLOR, AND SEX OF HEAD,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940

FAMTLIES
Private Based on Sample D Based on Sample F
h 1ds
SEX, MARITAL STATUS, (
based on Percent Percent
AGE, AND COLOR OF HEAD complote of of
count ) Number |private Number |private
house- house~
holds holda
SEX AND MARITAL
STATUS OF HEAD
Total, 34,948,666 | 35,087,440| 100.40 | 35,088,840| 100.40
Male head.....cvsrures 29,679,718 | 29,784,200\ 100.18 | 29,785,900 100.86
Married, wife present....| 26,570,502 | 26,605,800| 100.13 | 26,745,000| 100.66
Other marital status..... 3,109,216 3,128,400/ 100.62 | 8,040,900 97.80
Female headesiossnnnrnnnns 5,268,948 5,853,240\ 101.60| 5,802,940| 00,65
SEX AND AGE OF HEAD
Male head.seiiueen. | 29,679,718 | 29,734,200| 100.18 | 29,785,900 100,36
Under 25 years old. 1,259,940 1,271,440| 100.91 | 1,254,620| 99.58
25 to 84 years old. 5,539,015 6,550,180| 100.17 | 6,567,560 100.44
25 to 44 years old. 7,286,256 7,828,680 100,51 7,342,520 100,77
sg :o 54 years old. 6,715,810 6,696,080| 99.71| 6,715,200| 99.99
8 o 64 years old. . 4,553,859 4,565,380{ 100.25 | 4,580,340( 100.58
5 years and over.,i....... 3,324,838 3,327,440| 100.08 | 3,325,660 100.02
Female head. 5,268,948 5,858,240| 101.60 | 5,302,940 100.65
Under 45 years old 1,461,950 1,531,180 104, 7 *
4 (*) -
45 years end over, 3,806,998 3:522:050 100.40 (*) -
COLOR AND SEX OF HEAD
Mhiteeiiiiiiaiaen., 81,679,766 | 31,815,320| 100.48 | 31,794,900| 100,86
27,142,306 | 27,202,440| 100,22 (*) -
4,537,460 4,612,880( 101.66 () -
 NemWhite............. 3,268,900 3,272,120/ 100.10 | 8,293,940{ 100.77
Male head.... 2,537,412 2,5
»587, ,581,760| 99.78 (2} -
Pemale head. 731488 740,860| 101.21 (*) -

1 Statistics not available.
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The ltems shown in table VII from the complete count and
the sample tabulations are marital status, age, color, and sex
ot head. All of these items were obtalned for the complete
count directly from entries on the Population schedule, for
Sample D from information on the cards for Sample B, and for
Sample F from entries on the Sample F transcription sheet. The
nature of the differences among the results from these sources
may be i1llustrated by an inspection of the figures on color of
head. Figures from Sample D show a larger number of white fam-
1ly heads than those from Sample F. Similarly, flgures from
sample D show a larger number of white family heads than those
from the complete count, even if an allowance 1s made for the
general tendency for the rigures from Sample D to show more
_heads than those from the complete count. This blas resulted

from a tendency in the coding of Sample B to classify persons

as white at the expense of the nonwhite. More precisely, the
blas was one in which persons 1in Sample B were sometimes coded
as native white of native parentage, whereas they should have
been classified in one of the other categories.

Most of the deviatlons discussed 1n this sectlon are rela-
tively small, yet some are appreciably larger than would be
expected to result from sampling variation alone, Such devi-
ations, however, donot affect relationships that may be deduced
from the statistlcs presented In this report.

In a forthcoming technical report there will be a detalled
exposition of the sampling method, descriptions of the varlous
samples that were taken, and comparisons between +the samples
and ¢omplete count. The purpose of the report willl be to
assist in.evaluating the data <that are published on the basls
of the samples.
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