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FOREWORD

Sampling techniques were utilized in the Sixteenth Decennial Census for
the first time in the history of the Population Census. The use of sam-
pling methods permitted the collection of statistics on a larger number of
inquiries .than had heretofore been possible, the release of preliminary
population statistics at an early date, and the tabulation of a great many
social and economic characteristics of +the population at a relatively low

cost.

This report is based on tabulations of e sample of the population re-
turhs and presents statistics for families classified according to employ-
ment status of the family members. These statistics show how the supply of
labor is related to the family composition of the population, and illustrate
some of the problems involved in a major expansion of the labor force. In
addition, they provide indications of the economic effects of unemployment
and of the resulting need for public assistance during a period of large-
scale unemployment. National statistics on these subjects have never be-
fore been available. This report was prepared under the supervision of
Dr. Leon E. Truesdell, Chief Statistician for Populatiocn, and Dr. A. Ross
Eckler, Assistant Chief Statistician, by William H. Mautz, Chief of Eco-
nomic Statistics, Dr. John D. Durand, and Edwin D. Goldfield. The sampling
procedures were under the direction of Dr. W. Edwards Deming, Mathematical
Adviser.
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FAMILIES, 1940
EMPLOYMENT STATUS

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL

Thls report presents detailed data on employment and un-
employment for families, based on tabulations of a sample of
the returns of the Sixteenth Decennial Census of Population,
taken in April 1940.% Families are classified by number of
persons in the labor force, number of employed persons, number
of persons seeking work, and number of persons on public emer-
gency work in the famlly during the census week of March 24 to
30, 1940, and according to employment status of +the family
head, wife, and other family members. Statistics on these sub-
Jects are presented for famllies classifled according to family
composition, that is, by sex and marital status of the family
head and number of children and other persons 1n the family;
and according to color, age, and major occupation group of the
family head,

These statlstics are designed for use 1in the analysis of
problems of labor supply and unemployment. The classifications
by number of persons 1in the labor force, and by labor force
status of wlves and other family members, for various types of
families, show how the supply of ldbor is related to the family
composition of the population, and 1llustrate the family prob-
lems Involved in a major expansion of the labor force. The
data for families classified by numbers of employed and un-
employed workers, and by employment status of the family head,
wife, and other members, indicate the economic erfects of un-
employment and the resulting need for public assistance, during
a period of large-scale unemployment.

More detalled statistlics on these subjects were obtained
in the 1940 census than in any previous census of the United
States. In the 1930 census families were classified by number
of gainful workers, but no statistlcs were obtalned prior to
1940 on family employment status, employment status of family
heads, wives, and other family members, and occupations of
Tamily heads.

Related reports on families.._.. This is one of a series of
reports presenting statistics for famllies, based ontabulations
of samples of the returns of +the 1940 Censuses of Populatlion
and Housing. The specific tltles of other reports Iin thils
series, and a brier summary of the subjects covered, are given
below:?

General Characteristics: Characteristics of familles and
-of family heads for States, cities of 100,000 or more, é&and
metropolitan districts of 200,000 or more, are presented 1in
this report. Heads of families are shown by employment
status, major occupation group, race, sex, marital status,
and other characteristics, Families are clagsified accord-
ing to number of persons in the labor force, famlly employ-
ment status, labor force status of children 14 to 17 years

old, class-of-worker composition, wage or salary income in

1939, size of family, number of children, and other family
characteristics. Statistics for quasi households, such as
institutions, hotels, and lodging houses, are also shown in
this report.

Family Wage or Salary Income 1n 1939: Statistics on wage
or salary income and recelpt of other income 1n 1939 are

1 The 1940 Population Census schedule 18 reproduced in Part 1 of Vol-
ume IIT and Part 1 of Volume IV of the Sixteenth Census Reports on
Population. The instructions to enumerators are also reproduced in
these volumes.

2 At the time this report goes to press (June 1943), these reports
are in various stages of completion, and the titles end contents may
be gsomewhat altered before publication.

presented In this report for families classified by number
of earners, months worked in 1939 by earners, wage or salary
Income of the head and the wife, major occupation group of
the head, and other characteristics of the head and of the
family. Data are presented for reglons and cities of
1,000,000 or more,

Income and Rent: Data on wage or salary income and re-
celpt of other income in 1939 are shown in this report for
urban and rural-nonfarm familles classified by tenure and
rent, and cross-classifled by housing characteristics, family
characteristics, and characteristics of the head. Statis-
tics are presented for urban and rural-nonfarm areas of
reglons, and of metropolltan districts or 1,000,000 or more.

Tenure and Rent: Data for urban and rural-nonfarm fami-
lles classified by tenure and rent and cross-classified by
famlly characterlistlcs and characteristics of the head, are
presented in thls report for reglons, cities of 1,000,000 or
more, and metropolitan districts of 500,000 or more.

Types of Femilies: = Characteristics of families by family
type, that 1s, by sex and marital status of head and number
of children, are presented in this report by age of head and
other characterlistics of the head and of the famlly. Statis-~
tics are shown for reglons and cities of 1,000,000 or more.

Size of Family and Age of Head: Characteristics of fami-
1lies and of famlly heads, by type and size of famlly and age
of head, are presented in this report for regions and cities
of 1,000,000 or more.

Characteristics of Rural-Farm Families: Rural-farm fami-
1ies are classiried in this report by tenure, occupation of
the head, and ln some cases Dby value or rent, and cross-
classified by selected housing characteristics, family charac-
teristics, and characteristics of the head. Statistics are
presented for regions and geographic dlvisilons.

Related Reports on Population..labor force data for indi-
viduals, corresponding to those given here for famllies, are
presented in other 1940 census reports on Population. Data on
employment status of persons in the labor force by sex, age,
color, marital status, occupation, I1ndustry, and class of
worker, and statistics on hours worked in the census week,
months worked and wage or salary income in 1939, and duration
of unemployment, are presented in Volume III of the Sixteenth
Census Reports on Population, entitled "The Labor Force.' Data
on employment status of the population, and on school attendance
of employed workers, by age, sex, and color, are presented in
Volume IV of the Reports on Population, entltled '"Characteris-
tics by Age." Condensed labor force statistlcs for States, all
cities and other urban places, countles, and principal metro-
politan districts are given 1in Volume II of the Reports on
Population, entitled "Characteristics of the Population,' which
includes data on employment status, class of worker, maJjor oc-
cupation group, and industry group.

Additional statistics on the characteristics of individu-
als in the labor force are presented in a serles of reports
published under the general title, "The Labor Force--Sample

| Statistics." One of those reports, entitled "Employment and

Personal Characteristics," includes statistics on employment
status, . class of worker, major occupation group, and months
worked in 1939 for heads of families, wives of heads, and other
family members classified by marital status and other charac-
teristics; together with statlstics on age, sex, color, and
other personal and economlc characterlstics of the labor force,
for the United States by reglons. Another report 1n that
series, entitled "Employment and Family Characteristics of
Women," presents data on labor force status of women by marital

1
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Sample statistics on employment status and occupations of
women by number of children under 5 years old have been ob-
tained in tabulations relating to fertility of women 15 to 74
years old, The results of these tabulations remain to be pub-
lished.

Areas..._Most of the statistics in this report are presented
for the United States and for four regions: The Northeastern
States, the North Central States, the South, and the West. The
States included in each of these regions are shown 1n the ac-
companying map. In addition, statistics on many of the sub-
Jects are presented for each of the five cities of 1,000,000
inhabitants or more {(New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Los
Angeles, and Detroit). In some cases, figures for regions and
cities are omitted or presented in condensed form.

Almost all of the statlstics for the United States and
regions are presented separately for urban, rural-nonfarm, and
rural-farm areas, because of the great differences among these
areas in the employment status and occupational characteristics
of the population. Urban population, as defined by the Bureau
of the Census, 1s in general that residing in cities and other
Incorporated places having 2,500 inhabltants or more. The re-
mainder of the population 1s classified as rural, and is sub-
divided into the rural-farm population, which comprises all
rural residents 1llving on farms, without regard to occupation,
and the rural-nonfarm population, which comprises the remaining
rural population.

Avallabllity of unpublished data.-— All of the 1940 family
statistics shown in this report were tabulated separately for
each city of 1,000,000 or more and for the urban, rural-non-
farm, -and rural-farm remalnder of each region. ¥or each area
the tabulations were made by color, separately for famllles
with male head, married, wife present, and all other families.
Because sampling variations are larger in the more detailed
cross-classifications, some of the statistics have been omitted
or presented in condensed form. The unpublished statistics, so
far as the figures are large enough to be significant, can be
made available upon request, for the cost of transcribing or
reproducing them. Requests for such statistlcs, addressed to
the Director of the Census, Washington, D, C., will receive a
prompt reply which will include an estimate of the cost of pre-
paring the data.

FAMILIES AND FAMILY COMPOSITION

Famlly, private household, and quasi household._._The term
"family," as defined In the 1940 and 1930 censuses, 1s limited
to private famllles and excludes the small number of insti-
tutions and other quasi households. A private family comprises
a famlly head and all other persons in the home who are related
to the head by blood, marriage, or adoption, and who live to-
gether and share common housekeeping arrangements. A person
living alone is counted as a one-person private family., A
famlly head sharing hils living accommodations with one or more
unrelated persons, or providing rooms for the use of lodgers,
servants, or hired hands, is aiso counted as a one-person pri-
vate family. A group of related persons reslding permenently
or for an indefinite period in an apartment hotel is counted as
a private family.

The term "private household" is used in the 1940 Popula-
tion Census to include the related family members (who consti-
tute the private family) and the lodgers, servants, or hired
hands, if any, who regularly live in the home. Thus, the num-
ber of private households 1is the same as the number of private
Tamilies, but the total number of persons in private house-
holds includes some individuals who are not members of private
families. A famlly group reporting more than 10 lodgers is
classitied as a quasi household (specifically, as a lodging
house) rather than as a private family or private household.

A quasi household 1s a group of persons not 1living in
private families, such as those living in a boarding or lodging
house, an institution, a school, a labor camp, a military or
naval post, or the transient population of & hotel, or the crew
of a.vessel,

Although the family is defined on the basis of kinship
rather +than on the basis of economic relationships, i1t is
generally an economlc unit, since the related persons living
under one roof usually pool their resources, at least to some
extent. In some cases, however, the members of a family are
financially more or less independent, especlally in the case of
families which contain one or more subfamillies, such as married

e

and 1s usually the "economic head"

1iVINng 1o S8puliaue LUUDTLULUD,
support of the family.
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Head of famlly..—One person in each family was designated
in the 1940 census as the famlly head, that is, the person re-
garded as the head by the members of the family. The number of
nheads of famllles 1s, therefore, equal to the number of fami-
lies. The head of a private famlly 1is usually a married man,
or chief breadwinner in the
tamily. In some cases, however; the head is a dependent or a
secondary breadwinner, such as & parent of the chler earner, or
is the only adult member of the household. Some heads ars
persons 1llving alone, who may have no dependents, &and some
are unattached Individuals sharing llving accommodations with
"'partners."

Wife. _Some of the tables in thls report present data for
tamilies with male head, married, wife present, classified ac-~
cording to characteristics of the wife, that 1s, the wife of
the family head.

Family composition..—-Classifications according to family
composition are included in many of the tables 1in this report,
in order to indicate the number of dependents in the family,
and the pumber of adults potentially avallable for employment.
For these purposes, familles are classified by sex and marital
status of the family head, number of children, and number of
persons in the famlly other than the head, wife, and children.
These classifications are described in the paragraphs which
follow.

Sex and marital status of head.__._In the classification of
families by sex and marltal status of head, presented in this
report, three groups are shown: (a) Familles with male head,
married, wife present; (b) famllies with male head of other
marital status; and (c) families with female head. In some
cases, the last two categorles are combined, and designated
g1l other famllies."
; A male head was classified as 'married, wife present" Iif
nis wife was reported as a member of the household in which he
was enumerated. Other families with male head comprise those
in which the head was single, wldowed, or divorced, and those
in which the head was married with wife absent from the house-
hold. Male heads married with wife absent include married men
whose femilies bhad been broken by separation (often preceding
divorce), immigrants whose wives were abroad, husbands of women
enumerated as inmates of institutions, and other marrled male
heads whose -usual place of residence was not the same as that
of thelr wives.

Families with female heads are, for the most part, those
in which the head was a widow. They include also families In
which the head was a single or divorced woman or a married
woman with husband absent from the household. Females were not
classified as heads of families 1f thelir husbands were living
in the household at the time the census was taken.

Number of children..—In many of the tables, familles are
classified according to number of children under 18 years old
in the family. In table 11, showing the labor force status of
wives, families with male head, married, wife present, classi-
fied by number of children under 18, are further classified by
ages of the chlldren, showing the number under 10 and the num-
ber 10 to 17 years old. In table 8, 1930 statlstics on number
of galnful workers are presented for familles classified by
number of children under 21 years old; 1930 data for familles
by number of children under 18 years old are not available.

The tabulation of children under 10 years old includes all
children within this age class who are related to the head of
the family either by blood or adoppion. Stepchildren are in-
cluded, but neither foster children nor wards. Grandchildren,
nephews, nieces, and other related children neither sons nor
daughters of the head are included, but thelr number . is rela-
tively small. The count of children under 18 and of chil~
dren under 21 excludes married children 1living with the
tamily.

Statistics on familles by number of children under 18
years old are significant principally because the great majority
of such chlldren are still financially dependent upon ‘thelr
parents. The classification by age of the children 1is useful
as an indlcation of the number of women who are unsble %o
accept Jobs because of responsibility for the care of young

| children. - .
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than head, wife, and children under 18. The latter persons are
such relatives as sons and daughters 18 years of age or older,
parents, and brothers and sisters of the family head. Lodgers,
servants, guests, etc. are omitted, since these are not in-
cluded among the members of the family. The classirication by
number of persons other than head, wife, and children gilves an
indication of the total number of adults in the family who may

- be actual or potential workers.

Color.—.In all of the detalled tables for the United States.
and for the South, 1in this report, statistics are presented
separately for families with white and nonwhite heads, Non-
whites include Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and other
nonwhite races. The great majority of the nonwhites are
Negroes, except in the West, where there are many Indians,
Chinese, and Japanese. For reglons other than the South, and
for citles of 1,000,000 or more, Some of the tables present
data for all familles and for those with nonwhite heads. In
the more detailed tables for these areas, no classification by
color 1s presented,

Persons of Mexican birth orancestry who were not definite-~
ly Indian or of other nonwhite race were returned as white in
1940. Such persons were deslgnated Mexican. in 1930, and were
included in the general class of “Other races." Where possible,
the 1930 data for whites and nomwhites shown in this report
have been adjusted to conform to the 1940 definition. In table
8, however, this edjustment could not be made.

PERSONS IN THE LABOR FORCE

In many of the tables in this report, families are classi-
fled according to the number of related persons 14 years old
and over who were in the labor force durlng the week of March
24 to 30, 1940. The labor force consists of persons 14 years
old and over who were employed for pay or profit or engaged in
unpald family work, on public emergency work, or seeking work
during the census week. (For definitions of these groups, see
"Employment status categorles," below,) Persons not in the
labor force comprise all other persons 14 years old and over,
including those reported as engaged in own home housework, in
school, or unsble to work; others not employed, not on public
emergency work, and not seeking work; and persons for whom
employment status was not reported. Persons in the labor force
are sometimes referred to as™workers'" in the pages that follow.

The data for families by number of persons in the labor
force, which are summarized in table I for the United States
and for urban and rural areas, provide an indication of the
number of persons normally contributing to the support of the
family. Many persons not in the labor force, however, derive
income from sources such as pensions, investments, and public
assistance payments, which often provide a large part, and
sometimes all, of the family's means of support. Most of the
families with no members 1in the labor force bpresumably derive
thelr support from such sources.

Teble I. FAMILIES BY NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THE LABOR FORCE, FOR THE
UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL: MARCH 1940

[tatistics based on Sample 1j]

NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THE United Trban Rural- Rural-
LABOR FORCE States nonfarm farm
AL femilies.....eee. .| 85,087,440 || 20,749,200| 7,261,340 | 7,076,900

Femilies having--
No, persona in labor force.....
1 person in labor force..
2 persons in labor force.

3,446,920 2,053,640 971,480 421,800
20,608,480 f| 11,703,060 | 4,442,320 | 4,463,100
7,630,560 4,809,920 | 1,348,960 | 1,476,680

3 persons in labor force...... 2,348,140 1,487,100 368,280 497,760
4 or more in labor force...... 1,053,340 . 695,480 140,300 217,560
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
A1l families........a. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Families having-- .

No persons in labor force..... 9.8 9.9 13.4 6.0
1 person in lsbor force....... 58,7 56,4 61.2 63.1
2 persons in labor force. . 21.7 28.2 18.5 20.9
& persons in labor FOrce...... 6,7 7.2 5.0 7.0
4 or more in labor FOrceeessss 3.0 8.4 1.9 8.1

families. .

In comparing the rigures on number of persons in the labor
force for rural-farm families with those for urban and rural-
nonfarm famllies, allowance should be made for the fact that a
large proportion of the workers In rural-rarm families are un-
pald helpers on the family farm. In many farming areas, the
ma jority of the women and older children are engaged at least
to some extent in unpald farm work, but such workers are often
employed only occasionally, or for only & few hours a day, and
they may contribute relatively little +to the profits of the
famlly enterprise. Enumerators were lnstructed not to return
as in the labor force persons engaged only in occasional tasks,
incidental chores, or own home housework. It was often diffi-
cult, however, to distinguish between work for pay or profit or
unpaid family work on the one hand, and incidental farm chores
or home housework on the other.

It should also be borne in mind +that the census was taken
in a season during which agricultural employment 1s at a com-
paratively low level. If the enumeration had been made 1n the
summer or early fall, when a great many women and children are
employed as seasonal farm laborers, the proportion of rural-
farm families having more than one person Iin the labor force
would have been much larger.

Individual workers by labor force status of thelr faml-
lies..— A classification of Individuals in the labor force ac-
cording to the number of persons. in the labor force in-. thelir
tamilies 1s presented in table II, which 1s derived from the
statistics for familles by number of persons in the labor force
and from data based on tabulatlons of individuals. (See "™Method
of deriving data for individuals by employment characteristics
of their families,” below.) The sole workers in Zfamilles
having only one person in the labor force made up 38.9 percent
of the individuals d1n the labor force during the census week;
50.6 percent of the labor force were in families having one or
more other workers. The remaining 10.5 percent consisted of
persons not in private famlllies, such as lodgers, servants, and
residents of boarding and lodgling houses, hotels, and insti-
tutlons.

Table IT. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY WORKERS, BY NUMEER OF PERSONS IN THE
LABOR FORGE IN THEIR FAMILIES, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1940

[statietics based partly on Semple D 'snﬂ partly on Sample Eﬂ

The typical famlly has only one person in the ‘lavor force,
usually the family head. Of all ramilies, 58.7 percent had one
person in the labor force, 21,7 percent had two, 6.7 percent

NTMEER OF PERSONS IN Total indi- I PRIVATE PAMLIES
™HE LUBOR YORCE IN T ot Primary Secondery
: workers workers
Total..... Crreeneennaianes . 52,966,260 - -
In private familieS...veievirinanes 47,398,980 31,640,520 15,758,460
1 person in labor force.. 20,608,480 20,608,480 -
2 persons in labor force. 15,261,120 7,630,560 7,680,560
8 persons in labor force. 7,044,420 2,348,140 4,696,280
4 or more in labor force 4,484,960 1,053,340 8,481,620
Not in private femilies.... 5,567,300 - -
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Tobtaleseasnseasssanaceanann 100.0 - -
In private familieS...s.. ceenaanses 89.5 . 100.0 100.0
1 person in labor force.. . 8.9 65,1 -
2 persons in labor force.e...ee 28.8 24.1 48.4
3 persons in 1abOr fOrC.c..... 13.3 7.4 ‘29.8
4 or more in lebor force. . 8.5 3.3 21.8
Not in private families....ceeeua.s 10.5 - -

Primary and secondary workers.-. The data for famllies by
number of workers also permit a classification of the labor
force into  "primary workers,'" that is, those persons 1n the
labor force who were the chief breadwimners in thelir families;
and "secondary workers," comprising the supplementary workers
in famllies having two or more perscns in the labor force,
This classification also is presented in table II. The number
of primary workers (which 1s by definition the same as the
number of familles with one or more persons in the labor force)
was 31,640,520, representing 59.7 percent of the labor force
during the census week. Primary workers included the 20,608,480
sole workers in rfamilies with only one person in the labor
force, and the 11,032,040 workers who were the chief bread-
winners in families with two or more persons in the labor force.
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Secondary workers In famlilies with two or more persons in the
labor force numbered 15,758,460, and represented 29.8 percent of
the labor force.

Increases and decreases 1n the labor force are brought
about malnly by changes 1in the number of secondary workers.
The number of primary workers tends to be fixed rather rigidly
by the family organization of the population.

The interpretation of the data on persons 1in the labor
force is affected by the fact that the employment status classi-
ftication 1s comparatively unreliable for women, children, and
aged persons, who make up the majority of the secondary workers.
Women working part time and at the same time keeping house, and
students employed part time after school, may often have been
reported as not in the labor force. It was often difficult to
determine the proper classification for aged persons, not em-
ployed during the census week, whose physical abllity %o work
was doubtful,

Family composition in relation to number of persons in the

labor force.— Statistics showing the composition of families
having various numbers of persons in the labor force are useful
for studylng dependency problems, and for analyzing the family
factors which affect the supply of lavor, For this purpose,
famllies with each number of persons in the labor force are
classitied according to sex and marital status of head, number
of children under 18 years old, and number of persons in the
family other than the head, wife, and children under 18. These
classifications show approximately how many of the adult family
members were in the labor force, and how many dependents of
various types they had to support. The figures also glve in-
formation regarding the importance of <family responsibilities
as a factor limiting the employment of the adults who were not
* in the labor force.

In applylng these statistics to the analysis of the labor

fTorce status of adult family members, allowance must be made
for the Tact that in some families one or more children 14 to
17 years old were included in the number of persons in the labor
torce., For this reason, in some familles the figures exagger-
ate the proportion of workers among the adult members, and in a
few familles the number of workers exceeds +the number of per-
sons other than children under 18. Only 1,066,660 families, or
3.0 percent of all families, however, had one or more children
14 to 17 years old in the labor force.

In the classification by famlly composition, the category
of famlilles having male head of "other marital status," or fe-
male head, with no children under 18 and no persons other than
the head, represents individuals living alone or with unrelated
"'partners" as one-person families. Such families constituted
44.6 percent of the families having no persons in the labor
force, and 9.8 percent of those with one worker (table 6).

Family relationships of persons in the labor force. —
Familles with each number of persons 1in the labor force are
classified by employment status of the head and by sex and
marital status or head. ¥or familles with male head, married,
wife present, ' a cross-classification of employment status of
head by employment status of wife is presented, with a further
classification according to number of other relatives, that is,
sons, daughters, parents, etc., of the family head, who were in
the labor force. Statlstics for families classified by re-
lationship of the workers to the family head can be derived
from these tabulatlons. Such derivative data are presented for
the Unlted States in table III.

In the great majority of families having one person in the
labor force, that person was the family head, although in 0.7
percent of such families the worker was thewife, and in7.3 per-
cent, some other relative was +the only person in the labor
Torce. In most families with two or more persons in the lavor
force, the head and one or more relatives other  than the wite
were workers, although in more than one-fourth of such families
both head and wife were ‘in the labor force. 3

B

Wives in the labor force.— Detalled statistics on labor
Torce status of wives according to number and ages of children
in their famllies are included in this report in order to show
the principal relationships between employment of wives and
thelr responsibllitles for child care. Statistics for families
with male head, married, wife present, are presented by labor
force status of wife, number and ages of children, and age of
the femlly head,

Additional data on this subject are presented in the re-
port entitled '"The Labor Force--Sample Statistics, Employment
and Family Characteristics of Women." In that report data on
labor force status are presented rTor all women 18 to 64 years
old, by marital status and number or children under 10, subdi~

vided into children under 5 and chllaren 5 fo 9 years old;
whereas data on labor force status are shown here for wives of
family heads classified according to number of chlldren under
18 years of age in the family, subdlvided into children under
10 and children 10 to 17 years old. DMoreover, in the report
mentioned above, the classificatlons by number of children
refer to the sons and daughters of the woman, including adopted
children and stepchildren but excluding any other children,
such as nephews, nleces, and grandchildren, who may have been
present in the tamily; whereas 1in the tabulations presented
here, all unmarried children under 18 years old 1n the famlly
are included in the number of children under 18.

Table III. FAMILIES BY NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THE LABOR FORCE AND RELA-
TIONSHIP TO THE FAMILY HEAD, BY SEX AND MARITAL STATUS OF HEAD,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1940

["Other relatives” refer to the members of the family, other than head and wife, in
the labor force. Statisties based on Semple 7] -

FAMILIES
ALL T
NUMBER OF PERSONS IN FAMILIES MALE HEAD, AL
THE LABOR FORCE AND MARRIED, other
RELATIONSHIP TO FAMILY HEAD WIFE PRESENT femilies
Number |Percent Number |Percent
Totaleceesnsnaas tranee 35,087,440 - || 26,605,800 - | 8,481,640
Femilies havinge-
No person in labor force. 8,446,920 . 1,233,080 -1 2,213,840
1 person in labor force.. 20,608,480 100.0 || 16,465,580 100.0 | 4,142,900
Hoad. ... 18,962,980  92.0 || 15,868,840 96.4 | 3,094,140
Wife.. . 137,640 0.7 137,640 0.8 -
Other relativ .o 1,507,860 7.8 459,100 2.8 | 1,048,760
2 persons in labor force...... 7,630,560 100.0 6,225,780| 100.0 | 1,404,780
Head and Wif6veeesessacnss 2,388,940 91.8[ 2,388,940| 3B.4 -
Head and other relative,.. 4,587,120 59.5 3,611,640 58.0 925,480
Wife and other relative... 42,980 0.6 42,980 0.7 -
2 other relatives......... 661,520 B.7 182,220 2.9 479,300
3 or more in labor force...... 3,401,480 100.0 2,681,360 100.0 720,120
Head, wife, and 1 or more
other relativesS...ceecss 576,520 16.9 576,520 RL.5 -
Head and 2 or more other .
relatives...icienenianes 2,422,400 71.8 1,972,920 78.6 449,480
Wife and 2 or more other .
relativesS..iceieaeeeranes 20,860 0.8 20,860 0.8 -
3 or more other relatives. 381,700 11.2 111,060 4.1 270,640

The low proportions 1n the Ilabor force among wives In
families with children under 10 years old reflect the lmpor-
tance of responsivilities for the care of young children, as an
obstacle to the employment of their mothers outside the home.
Children between the ages of 10 and 17 also tend to restrict
somewhat the activities of thelr mothers, although Iin some
cases the presence of such a child in the family, who may be
able to take care of younger children during worklng hours, may
meke 1t possible for the mother to take a Job.

A classification according to age of the family head Is
included in the tables on labor force status of wives, in order
to provide an indication of the age of the wife. The age
classification 1s based on the age of the family head at his
last birthday before April 1, 1940, that is, age in completed
years. The proportions of workers were comparatively low among
wives in families 1in which the head was over 45 years of age,
since most of these wives were in the age groups over 40 years,
in which the proportion of women in the labor force 1s relative-
1y small,

TRENDS IN NUMEER OF WORKERS

Major trends between 1930 and 1940 in the size and family
distribution of the labor force are shown by comparisons of
1940 data on families by number of persons in the labor force
with 1930 data on families by number of gainful workers. The
1940 and 1930 statistics - for all families are presented In
table 3, and 1930 statistics for families by number of gainful
workers are shown in table 8 by race, sex, and marital staus
of head and number of children under 21 years old, The latier
data, which were not published in the 1930 census reports, are
glven here for comparison with the 1940 figures for families
classified by number of persons in the labor force according to
color, sex, and marital status of head, and number of children
under 18 years old (shown in table 6).

Comparability of 1940 data on persons in the labor force
with 1930 data on galnful workers.—The Statlstics for familles
by number of galnful workers in 19%0 are not directly comparé-
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ble with 1940 data: for families by number of Dersons in the |

labor force, partly because of differences in definition .and
partly because of differences 1In the types of questions upon
which the classifications were based. The galnful worker sta-
tistics In 1930 were obtalned by means of questions regarding
occupation rather than employment status. "Gainful workers"
were persons 10 years old and over reported as having a gainful
occupation, that 1s, an occupation in which they earned money
or a money equlvalent, or in which they asslsted in the pro-
duction of marketable goods, regardless of whether they were
working or seeking work at the time of the census. The labor
force 1s defined in the 1940 census on the basis of activity
during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, and includes only per-
sons 14 years old and over who were reported as employed, seek-
ing work, or on public emergency work In that week. The
following are the most important types of persons in private
families for whom the 1940 labor force classification differed.
from the gainful worker classification used in the 1930
census:

a, Seasonal workers.— Seasonal workers who were nelther
working nor seeking work at the time of the census were not
included in the 1940 labor force. Such persons were counted
as gainful workers in 1930 1f they reported an occupation.

b. New workers.—Persons without previous work experi-
ence seeking work during the census week, that is new workers,
were included in the 1940 labor force; such persons were
probably for the most part not counted as gainful workers in
the earller census. In 1930, however, the number of new
workers was probably much smaller than at the time of the
1940 census.

c¢. Retired and disabled persons..—Persons unable to work
and retired workers no longer working or seeking work were
excluded from the labor force in the 1940 census. In the
1930 census such persons frequently reported thelr former
occupations and were counted as gailnful workers.

The comparison of +the 1940 figures with those from the
1930 census 1s also affected by the fact that some persons who
were actually working or seeking work at the time of the 1940
census were not counted &s In the labor force because they
failed to answer the employment status questions; and 1in the
1930 census many, persons who were actually gainful workers were
omitted from the figures because they falled to report thelr
occupations. Furthermore, the 1940 labor force flgures are
restricted to persons 14 years old and over, whereas the number
of gainful workers in earlier censuses Ihcluded persons 10
years old and over. The number of workers- 10 to 13 years old
has become relatively small and no longer Justifles +the ad-
ditional burden of enumeration and tabulation needed to retain
the 10-year age limit.

Chenges in distribution of all families by number of

Trends in number of workers by family composition.—The
economic and soclal factors which affected the shifts described
above are shown more clearly by the 1930 and 1940 statistics
for particular types of famllies, summarized in table IV. The
classification by family composition shown in this table gives
sex and marital status of the famlly head, number of children
under 18 .years old for 1940, and number of children under 21
years old for 1930. It should be borne in mind that the pro-
portion of workers among children 18 to 20 years old 1is much
greater than thet among children under 18. The inclusion of
children 18 to 20 years old in the 1930 classification by number
of children therefore tends to increase the 1930 proportion of
multiworker families among families with several children, and
1o reduce the proportion among families with few or no children,
as compared with the corresponding proportions for 1940.

Table IV. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY NUMBER OF PERSONS IN
THE LABOR FORCE, MARCH 1940, AND BY NUMBER OF GAINFUL WORKERS,
1930, BY SEX AND MARITAL STATUS OF HEAD AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN,
FOR THE UNITED STATES

[1930 figures exclude families for which merital status of head was not reported.
1980 figures for white and Negro families have not been adjusted to include as
white the Mexican femilies which were clagsified with "Other reces” in the 1930
reports. 1940 statistics based on Semple D|

FIMILIES HAVING SPECIFIED NUMBER OF
SEX AND MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS IN THE LABOR FORCE (1940)
HEAD AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN AL OR GAINFUL WORKERS (1930)
UNDER 18 OR UNDER families
21 YEARS OLD 4 or
None 1 2 3 nore
1940
Total £emilieS.eeasessass 100.0 9.8 58.7| 21,7 6.7 3.0
Families with male head ’
married, wife present 100.,0 4.6 6L.9 23.4 7.0 8.1
No children under 18. 100.0 a.9 54.9 27.3 6.5 2.4
1 child under 18... 100.0 1.8 66.0 22.2 7.0 3.0°
2 or more under 1B..... 100.0 1.6 67.2 19.7 7.4 4.1
All other femilieS......... 100.0 26.1 48.8 16.6 5.9 2.6
No children under 1B..... ciseea 100.0 29.3 5Ll.1 13.9 4.1 1.5
1 c¢hild under 18 P 100.0 15.8 44.8 25.3 10.5 4.6
2 or more under 1Biseseseerass 100.0 18.4 40.4 23.8 11.2 6.7
1930
. White and Negro families. 100.0 6.0 62.1 21.2 7.2 3.6
Pemilies with male head,
married, wife present. 100.0 2.5 65.0 21.8 7.1 3.6
No children under 21 100.0 6.3 64.0 24.1 4.4 1.2
1 child under 21... 100.0 1.1 68.6 21.2 6.6 2.4
2 or more under 2l..... 100.0 0.5 £8.9 R0.4 9.3 5.9
A1l other familieSesscsasse 100.0 19.5 50.9 19.0 7.2 3.4
No children under 2lessscecescs 100.0 28.5 57.1 14.4 3.8 1.2
1 child under 2lesessesssseneen 100.0 13.1 43.2 28.7 10.7 4.3
2 or more under 2lesisescvesccs 100.0 11.3 36.2 26.8 15.8 9.9

workers .—The average number of workers per famlly, as shown by

the census figures for 1930 and 1940, declined during the decade.
The proportion of families having no workers increased by more
than one-half, rising from 6.0 percent in 1930 %o 9.8 percent
in 1940 (table 3). The proportion having one worker decreased
from 62.1 percent of the familles in 1930 to 58.7 percent in
1940, and similar declines occurred in the percentages of fami-
lies having three, and four or more workers. The proportion
with two workers, on the other hand, rose slightly, from 21.1
to 21.7 percent. These differences are attributable partly to
the effects of the economic and social trends during the decade,
and partly to the differences 1n the questions and definitions
used in the two censusss.

Most of the increase for familles with no workers, and
part of the decrease for one-worker families, may be attributed
to the decline shown by the census figures for 1930 and 1940 in
the proportion of workers among elderly individuals, especlally
among persons 65 years old and over. Thls decline is probably
due partly to the more nearly uniform excluslon of retired and
disabled persons from the 1940 labor force.

The $light increase in the proportion of families with two
workers 1s in accord with the trend toward increasing employ-
ment of married women, who make up & considerable proportion of
the secondary workers in such femilies. In the case of fami-
lles with three or more workers, the effect of increasing par-
ticipation in the lavor market on the part of married women was
oIfset by sharp decreases in the proportions of workers among
children under 18 years old and among family members 65 years
old and over., Changes in the proportions of famllles having
various numbers of workers were affected also by shifts during
the decade 1n the average size and composition of familles.
Finally, these changes may have reflected to a considerable
extent the differences in the questions and definitions used in

the two censuses,

The increase in the proportion of families with two
workers was confined to familles with male head, married, wife
present, and was greatest among those having no children. In-
creasing participation of wives In the labor force was doubt-
less the primary factor affecting the trend for such famllles.
Most of the increase 1in the proportion of no-worker famlilies
oceurred among families in which the head was a woman or an un-
married man; for such famillies the trend was doubtless due
largely to the decrease in the proportion of workers among
elderly persons, who make up a large proportion of the persons
in ramilies with female or unmarried male heads.

FAMILY EMPLOYMENT STATUS

The impact of unemployment upon families, during the
period of large-scale unemployment in which the census was
taken, 1is shown by the statlstics in this report for families
classified according to employment status of the persons in the
labor force. These data are useful in +the analysls of the
soclal and economic effects of unemployment and the resulting
need for public assistance, since the family 1s the principal
consuming unit in the economlc system.

Employment statug categories.—Family members in the labor
force are divided Iinto three employment status groups: Em-~
ployed; on public emergency work, and seeking work, The cate-
gorles 'on publlc emergency work™ and "seeking work" are

combined in some of the tables in this report to form the group

munemployed." The three employment status classes are defined
below:
Employed .— The group classified as employed includes per-

sons who worked for pay or profit at any time during the
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week of March 24 to 30, 1940, in private work or nonemer-
gency Federal, State, or locael government work, or assisted
without pay on a family farm or in a famlly business; and
persons not actually at work and not seeking work durlng that
week, but with Jobs, businesses, or professional enterprises
from which they were temporarily absent because of vacatlon,
1llness, industrial dispute, bad weather, or layoff not ex-
ceedlng four weeks with definite instructions to return to
work on & specific date.

On public emergency work.—Thls category includes persons
who, during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, were at work
on, or assigned to, public emergency work projects conducted
by the Work Projects Administration (WPA), the Natlonal
Youth Administration (NYA), the Clvilian Conservation Corps
(ccc), or State or local work rellef agencles.

Seeking work.— This category represents persons without
work of any sort in the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, who
were actively seeking work during that week.

Family employment gtatus classification.—In the classi-~
fication by family employment status, families with each speci-
fled number of persons in the labor force are classified
according to the number of these persons who were employed
during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940. The numbers of com-
pletely employed, partly unemployed, and completely unemployed
families are shown by this tabulation. "Completely employed"
families are those in which all of the persons in the labor
force were employed durlng the census week; "partly unemployed"
families are those having one or more employed and one or more
unemployed members; and "completely unemployed™ families are
those 1n which all of the members in the labor force were un-
employed during the census week. A The combination of partly un-
employed and completely unemployed families gives the number of
famllies affected by unemployment at the time of the census.

The proportion of the family's workers who are employed
glves only a rough indication, of course, of the family's eco-
nomic situation. Some of the families with all workers unem-
ployed had only recently been stricken by unemployment and
st11ll possessed. resources for thelr support.-On the other hand,
some of those with an employed member doubtless had such small
incomes that their economic position was precarious.

The data on family employment status are summarized in
table V for the Unlted States and for urban and rural areas.
The proportion of famllies affected by unemployment was much
greater in urban and rural-nonfarm areas than 1in rural-farm
areas. This difference was due to the fact that a large pro-
portion of the workers in rural-farm families were farmers and
unpaid helpers on family farxms, for whom the risk of unemploy-
ment was comparatively small, although they may have made only
small gains, or may even have suffered heavy losses, while
they continued to operate their farms. Consequently, the sta-
tistlcs on family employment status glve 1little indication of
the economlc well-belng of rural-farm families.

Table V. FAMILIES BY PAMILY EMPLOYMENT STATUS, FOR THE UNITED STATES,
URBAN AND RURAL: MARCH 1940

[Sf.aﬁistice based on Sample D] :

FAILY EMPLOYMENT United Urban Rural- Rural-
STATUS States nonfarm farm
ALY familieB.eevearass 85,087,440 || 20,749,200 7,261,340 7,076,900
Families having--
No persons in labor force..... 3,446,920 2,058,640 971,480 42),,800
1 or more in lebor force...... 31,640,520 { 18,695,560 6,289,860 6,655,100
AL enployedesseseeeeoenns 25,843,320 | 14,994,980 | 4,907,960 | 5,340,380
Some employel.esecesass eee 2,792,260 1,941,640 499,830 850,740
None employed.sssessassuss 3,004,940 1,758,940 882,020 363,980
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALl femilie®.csveess. . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Families having-- .
No persons in labor force..... 9.8 9.9 13.4 8.0
1 or more in lebor £orce...... 90.2 90.1 B8.6 94,0
ALY employed.sesssnsasaana 73.7 72.3 67,6 83.9
Some employed. N 8.0 9.4 6.9 5.0
None employedes.scecessssa 8.6 8.5 12,1 5.1

Persons seeking work and on public emergency work.,—In ad-~
dition to the data on family employment status described above,

,statistlcs are presented in this report for femilies with one

or more unemployed members, classified according to the number

of persons seeking work and the number of persons on  public
emergency work in the family.

In the Interpretation of the data on employment status,
allowance must be made for the misclassification in the census
returns of considerable number of public emergency workers.
The number of persons reported In the census as on public emer-
gency work in the United States was 2,529,606, whereas the
number recorded on the pay rolls of the Federal emergency work
agencles at about the time of +the census was 2,906,196 ex~
cluding the NYA Student Work Program, and 3,377,978 including
that program. The most common type of misclassification was
the reporting of emergency workers as employed. Persons on the
NYA Student Work Program were very frequently returned as in
school and not Iin the labor force. There 1s also evidence that
a considerable number of emergency workers were classified as
seeking work. As a result, the data presented in this report
understate the numbers of completely and partly unemployed
famllles, and particularly understate the number of familles
having one or more members on public emergency work.

Employment status of families by number of persons in the
labor force.— The risk of unemployment in a family depends to a
considerable extent upon the number of persons 4in the labor
force. The more workers in the famlly, the greater the chance
that at least one will be out of a Job at a given time, but, on
the other hand, the smaller the risk that allwill be unemployed
at once. Consequently the distribution of famllles by number
of persons in the labor force is an important factor affecting
the amount of economic distress and the size of the relief load
that 1s llkely to result from the unemployment of a given num- *
ber of individuals. )

&

Table VI. PERCENT DISTRIEUTION OF FAMTLIES BY FAMILY EMPLOYMENT STA~
TUS, BY NUMEER OF PERSONS 1IN THE LABOR FORCE, FOR THE UNITED
STATES: MARCH 1940

o [Stahisties based on Sample DJ kY

¥

NUMBER OF PERSONS Total. M1 Some None

IN THE TABOR FORCE employed | employed | employed
Families haviug 1 or more

persons in labor force.......... 100.0 81.7 8.8 9.5
1 person in labor force 100.0 87.6 - 12.4
2 persons in labor force. 100.0 76.4 19.0 4.7
8 persons. in labor torca. 100.0 61.7 35.1 3.8
4 or more in labor fOXCeisevesasacsessan 100.0 48.8 49.6 2.1

Proportlons of completely employed, partially unemployed,
and completely unemployed familles are shown 1n table VI for
families having various numbers of persons in the labor force
during the census week. As would be expected on the basis of
elementary probability theory, both the percentage of complete-
1y employed familles and the percentage of completely unem~
ployed familles were greatest in the ramilies having few
workers, and the percentage of partially unemployed familles
was greatest in' the familles having the largest number of
workers. These percentages were affected, however, not only by
the simple relationship between the number of workers and the
chance of complete or partial family unemployment but also by-a
tendency for the proportion of individual workers unemployed to
be greater in families having several workers than in familles
with only one or two persons in the labor force. This tendency
was due mainly to the relatively great risk of unemployment for
secondary workers, comparatively many of whom were in the age,
sex, and occupational groups in which unemployment was most
common. The strength of this tendency 1s shown by teble VII,
which gives the distribution by employment status of individual
workers classified by number of persons in the labor force in
their families, and by famlly employment status. (The figures
in table VII are derlved from the data on employment status of
families by number of persons in the labvor force, and by number
of persons seeking work and on public emergency work, shown In
tables 1 to 5.)

A third factor affecting the employment status distri-
bution of multiworker familles was a tendency for unemployment
to strike all workers in a given famlly at the same time. Thls
tendency 1s probably due mainly to similarities. in the occu-
pational and personal charscteristics of the workers Iin a
multiworker family. Tor example, the members of the family are
of the same race; sons frequently follow the occupatlions of
their fathers; and the workers. are likely to be employed in the
same industry, especially if the family lives 1n a communlty
having only one or & few dominant industries. As a result,
both the percentage completely unemployed and the percentags
completely employed among families with two or more persons in
the labor force were greater than those which would have been
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expected 1f the risk of unemployment for an individual worker

nad been independent of the employment status of other w
in his family.® orkers

Table VII. EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF PERSONS IN THE LABOR FORC -
PLOYMENT STATUS OF THEIR FAMILIES, FOR THE UNITED STATES: fd}’tﬂcgylgmio

[Statistics baged partly on Semple D and partly on Sample B]

UNEMPLOYED
FAMILY EMPLOYMENT
Total Ty
STATUS played Total g:e?:ii; SBeeking
unemployed work work
Total individuals in
18DOT £OrCO.ersessss 52,966,280 45,381,360 7,504,920|2,452,440| 5,132,480

In priveate families having--
1 person in labor force...| 20,608,480 18,057,000 2,551,480|1,275,760| 1,275,720

2 or more in labor force.. 26,790,500| 22,447,640 | 4,342,860| 997,220 3,845,640
A1l employed.. 18,169,280 18,169,280 - - -
Some employed 7,687,780 4,278,360 3,309,420 636,320| 2,673,100

.

None employed.. . 1,088,440 -11,088,440| 860,900 672,540
Not in private Camilies..... 5,567,300 4,876,720 690,580 179,460 511,120
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
Total individuals in

labor force...evesss 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0| 100.0

In private families having--
1 person in labor force... 38.9 39.8 33.6 52.0 24,9
2 or more in labor force.. 50.6 49.5 57.3 40.7] 65.2
ALl employsdesesassscss . 84.3 40.0 - - -
Some employed.s.. 14.3 3.4 43.6 25.9] 52.1
None employed.esceess. .. 2.0 - 13.6 14.7 138.1
Not in private familieS..... 10.5 10.7 2.1 7.8 10.0

Employment status of the familles of unemployed individu-
als.—One of the most useful types of information that can be
derived from the statistics on employment status of families by
number of persons in the labor force is a classification of un-
employed individuals according to employment status of thelr
families, showing whether thelr famllies included other workers
who might have been able to support the family, and whether any
of these other workers were employed. Such a derivative classl-
Tlcatlon 1s also shown in table VII. Of the persons seeking
work or on public emergency work during the census week, 33.6
percent were the' sole workers in thelr families, 13.6 percent
were members of multi-worker families in which all the workers
were unemployed, and 43.6 percent were in familles having at
least one employed member. . The remaining 9.1 percent were
lodgers, members of quasi households, and other persons not in
private families.

Employment status of families by family composition.—In~-
formatlon ' regarding the burden of dependency upon the workers
in families affected by unemployment 1s provided by data on
family employment status by family composition. Familles in
each employment status group are classified according to sex
and marital status of the family head, number of children under
18 years old, and number of persons in the family other than
head, wife, and children.

For one-worker families in which the sole worker was un-
employed during the census week, the classificatlon by famlly
composition indicates the number and types of dependents for
whom the unemployed worker was responsible, For familles with
two or more persons in the labor force, the data on family com-
position do not show the number of dependents attached to the
verious individual workers, but even for these familles the

3 For example, in families with two persons in the labor force, the
proportion having the primary worker unemployed was about 11 percent
(estimated on the assumption that this proportion was the same as - the
percentage unemployed smong family heads in two-worker families with
head in the labor force, shown in table 9), and the proportion having
the secondary worker unemployed was about 16 percent (estimated on the
assumption that this proportion was the seme as the percentage unem-

. Ployed among persons in the labor force other than the head in two~-
worker families having head in the labor force, which can be derived
from table 9 in the manner deseribed in the section "Method of deriving
data for individuals by employment characteristics of their families,"
below), Thus, 1f the risk of unemployment for each worker had been
independent of the employment status of the other worker, the propor-
tion of two-worker families having both workers umemployed would have
baen expected on <the basis of elementary probability theory to be
about’' 2 percent (that is, .1l x .16), whereas the actual proportion
was 4,7 percent, Simildr computations for families with three, and
four or more persons in the labor force give similar results,

data are valuable in indicating the total number of dependent
persons in the family.

EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF HEAD AND WIFE

In addition to the data on family employment status, sta-
tistics are presented in this report for familles classifled by
employment status of the family head and employment status of
the wife, . These data give further information regarding the
employment situation of families and the family responsibilities
of employed and unemployed individuals. The classificaticn of
families by employment status of the head is especlally useful
as an indlcation of the extent of financial distress resulting
from unemployment, since the head 1is usually the principal
breadwinner in the family.

The statistics on employment status of head and wife, pre-
sented here, are supplemented by the data on employment status
of individuals by household relationchip, which are shown in
the report entitled, "The Labor Force--Sample Statistics, Em-
ployment and Personal Charzcteristics." The latter report in-
cludes data on employment status, majJor occupation group, class
of worker, and months worked in 1939, for heads of rfamilies,
wives of heads, other relatives of heads, and persons not in
private families, classified by age, sex, colcr, and marital
status. Date for Ilndividuals in wvarlous family relationship
groups who were not in the labor force during the census week,
classified by age, sex, color, and other charscteristics perti-
nent to the analysis of potential labor supply, are presented
in the report entitled "Charzcteristics of Persons Not in the
Labor Force." ’

Employment status of head by family employment status.—
statistics for families 1In wvarious employment status groups,
classified by employment status of head, and by sex, marital
status, and color of head, are presented In table 9. In this

‘table three categories of employment status are shown for

family heads: (a) Employed, (b) 1in the labor force, but not
employed (that is, unemployed), and (c) not in the labor force.
(See "Employment status categories," above.) For families
having some employed and scome unemployed members, this classi-
tication gives an indication as to whether the person who was
usually the primary worker in the family was among the unem-
ployed members.

Employment status of head Dby employment status of wife.
A cross-classification of employment status of head by employ-
ment status of wife, for families with male head, married, wite
present, by number of persons other than the head and wife in
the labor force, 1s presented in table 10. For each spouse,
the employment status classification in this table consists of
three categories:  Employed, unemployed, and not in the labor
force, .

These data show how many of the heads who were unemployed
or not in the labor force had a dependent wife, and how meny
had an employed wife upon whom the family could depend for =
part or 411 of its support. The deta are also useful in the
analysis of relationships between the employment status of
ramily heads and the employment status of thelr wives. Pro-
portions in the labor force for wives whose husbands were unem-
ployed or not in the Ilabor force, in comperison with the
proportions for wives with employed husbands, give an indi-
catlon of the extent to which wives mey have been forced %o
look for work because of the unemployment or disapility of
their husbands., Additional data on this subject are given in
the report entitled, "The Labor Force--Sample Statistics, Em-
ployment and Family Characteristics of Women," which shows the
classification by labor torce status for merried women with
nusband present, according to employment status of their hus-
bands, presence or absence of children under 10 years old, and
age of the woman.

Employment status of primery and secondary workers,—An

,analysis of unempioyment of primary and secondary workers can

be made by means of the data presented in tables 9 and 10. In
table VIII, based on these tables, & classification vy family
relationship - 1s presented for individuals 1in the labor force
and for those who were unemployed during the census week. The
groups of unemployed individuals who were presumably normally
primary workers include the 2,551,480 unemployed per§ons who
were the sole workers in one-worker families, the 1,112,300 un-
employed heads in familles with two or more workers, and some
of the 624,480 unemployed members, other than heads, in multi-
worker families with head not In the lebor force. The groups
in which the great majorlty were doubtless secondary workers
include the 133,440 unemployed wives 1in ramilles in which the
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head was in the labor force and the 2,472,640 unemployed members . METHOD OF DERIVING DATA FOR INDIVIDUALS BY EMPLOYMENT
other than heads and wives in families having head in the labor CHARACTERISTICS OF THEIR FAMILIES

force. Thus about 50 percent of all unemployed Individuals

were normally primary workers, nearly 40 percent were secondary Data on employment status of individuals, classified by
workers, and the remainder were not in private families. compesition and employment characteristics of their families,

can be derived from the data for familles presented in this re-

Table VITI. INDIVIDUALS I THE LABOR FORCE, AND UNEMPLOYED INDIVID- | Dort, with the aid of the statistics on employment status of
UALS, BY RELATIONSHIP TO FAMILY HEAD AND NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THE | individuals by household relationship, obtained from tabulations

LABOR FORCE IN THE FAMILY, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1940 for the rive-percent sample of individuals identified as Sample

[stabistics based pertly on Sample D and pertly on Semple H B.  Such derivatlve data are presented in tables II, VII, and
VIII. The methods used in deriving these figures are described
Tosal UNEMPLOYED INDIVIDUALS below. By the same methods many additional classifizations can
NUMBER OF FERSONS IN THE LABOR FORCE | individuals . be derived which are pertinent to problems of labor supply, un-
AND RELATIONSHIP T0 FAMILY FEAD in umer | FeTcemt | 9Tt | employment, and public assistance. For example, data on labor
labor force of totel | yypion | TOrce status can be obtalned for adult members of families
classified by family composition; and employed and unemployed

Cotaden e i, i 52,986,260 | 7,584 920 1a3 100.0 indlviduals can be classified by composition of their famililes,
In private fomiiive mevimen LA e - . or by employment status of the family head. In many cases data
oo sn s fmsensr | A | L) im0 | O T enda. wives. ang. conen family Sochary Workers, or

ead o amilyeacconas ves 3 ) » s . 7 v » .

Wife of headuseeersanoans . 137,640 33,360 24.2 0.4 Table II presents a classification of individuals in +the
Other relative of heed. 1,507,860 | 343,580 22.8 45 | labor force by number of persons in the labor force 1in thein

2 or more in lebor force....... .| 26,790,500 | 4,342,860 16.2 57.3 | families, The total number of individuals in the labor force
Wite ot headereriiiiiri| 30sia00 | ‘leseo| 48| 1 | the mumder in private ramilies (that is, heads of private

In families with head in labor households, wives of heads, and other relatives of heads), and

. £OTCELerarsanarors [ERTTTTITIS 2,965,460 133,440 4.5 1.8 | the number not in private families (that is, nonrelatives of

In f;ﬁi:egogzhheadnotin 69,840 11,800 18.5 0.2 heads and persons not in private households)’ are obtained from
Other Telative of Nead.esrrrerresss 18,836,220 | 3,085,320 22.3 s0.7 | the report entitled, "The Labor Force--Sample Statistics, Em-

In femilies with head in labor ployment and Personal Characteristics.!" The numbers of indi-

Lo gLEE e 11,117,540 | 2,472,840 2.2 8.6 | viduals in the labor force in familles having one, two, and
labor force...... reneeennes 2,718,680 | 612,680 22.5 s | three persons 1in the labor force are obtalned by multiplying

Not in Drivate Lamilie...eeeesseseress 5,567,300 | 690,580 12.4 9. | the mumber of such familles (as shown in table 1) by 1, 2, and
3, respectively. The sum of these three products is subtracted

from the total number of individuals in the labor force in
. private families, to obtain the number in families having four

Unemployment rates were comparatively high for relatives | or more persons in the labor force. This computation ylelds an
{other than wives) of heads in multi-worker familles, a group | average of 4.26 persons Iin the labor force per Tamily having

‘who made up the majority of the secondary workers in such fami- { four or more such persons.
lies. Many of these relatives were in the age classes under 20 Vorkers in rfamilies having each specified number of per- !
years old and 60 years old and over, in which unemployment | sons 1n the labor force are further classified in table II into

rates at the time of the census were relatively high. More- | two subgroups: Primary workers and secondary workers. Since
over, a comparatively large proportlon of them were engaged in | primary workers are defined as persons I1n the labor force who
unskilled and semi-skilled occupations having relatively high | were the chief breadwinners in their families, there was one
unemployment rates, and a comparatively small percentage were | primary worker for each family having one or more persons in
employers and self-employed workers, for whom the risk of un- | the labor force; consequently the number of primary workers in
employment was much less than for wage or salary workers. famllies having each specified number of persons in the labor
‘ force 1s the same as the corresponding number of families. The
Employment status of head by family composition.—Statis- | statistics for secondary workers are obtained by subtrecting
tics for families classified by employment status of the head, | the figures for primary workers from the totals for individuals
according to sex, age, marital status, and color of head and | in the labor force.
number of children under 18 years old in the family, are pre- ?imilar methods can be used to obtain the distribution of
sented in tables 13 to 18. In the classification by employment | individual workers by all characteristics that are presented in
status shown in tables 13 to 16, four categorles are given: | this report for families classified by number of persons in the
Employed, on public emergency work, seeking work, and not in | labor force. It 1s usually necessary to assume for the purposes
the labor force. of such computations that the average of 4.26 persons in the
These data give information regarding the family responsi- | labor force per family having four or more such persons did not
bilities of heads who were employed, unemployed, or not in the | vary with the characteristics of the family, For example, in
lsbor force during the census week. It should be borne in mind, | computing the distribution of individuals in the labor force by
however, that in some cases wives and children were not de- | number of children under 18 years old in the family, on the
§ pendents. The classificetion by age of head, shown in tables | basls of the data presented In table 6, it must be assumed that

e

13, 17, and 18, is designed to 1llustrate the differences inthe | for all famllies with four or more persons In the labor force,
dependency problems involved in the unemployment of older and | regardless of ‘the number of children under 18 years old, the

younger family heads. . average number of workers was 4.26. Errors in such assumptions
are not likely to have a great effect upon the results, because
MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUF OF HEAD of the relatively small number of families with four or more
persons in the labor force.
Occupatilonal characterlstics of family heads are shown in The data for ilndividual workers by employment status of

this report in relation to the composition of thelr families. | their famllies, presented in the first column of table VII, are y
Data are presented for familles with employed head, by major | obtained by applylng the method described above tothe figures for
occupation group, sex, marital status, age, and color of head, | familles in each employment status category. TFor example, the
and number of children under 18 years old. Occupational charac- | number of workers in familles with two or more persons 1n the
teristics of all family heads in the labor force are not shown | labor force, some employed, represents the sum of the following
in this report because of the difficulty of interpreting an | products: (a) The number of families with two workers, one em-
aggregdate consisting of (1) current cccupations (for employed | ployed, multiplied by 2; (b) the number of families with three
neads); (2) occupations pursued on emergency work projects (for | workers, some employed, multlplied by 3; and (c) the number of
heads on public emergency work); and (3) latest  occupations | famlilles with four or more workers, some employed, multiplied
(for heads seeking work), which may represent work that ended a | by 4.26, In computing the figures shown in tables II, VII, and

week before the census date or years in the past. VIII, such averages were calculated to nine decimal places to
In classifying occupation returns for 1940, the Bureau of | avold difficulties in rounding.
the Census used a classification system with 451 occupation The classification by family employment status for employed

titles. The 11 major occupation groups shown for family heads | indlviduals, shown in the second column of table VII, 1is ob-
in +thils report are principal subdivisions of the detailed | talned inthe same manner from the data on families by number of -
classification. = The occupations included in each major group | employed persons, shown in table 1, with the aid of the totals:
are shown in the tables in Volume III of the Reports on Popu- | for all employed individuals, for employed inalviduals in pri-
lation, entitled "The Labor Force." vate families, and for those not in private familles, s;wwn in
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the report entitled, "The Labor Force--Sample Statistics, Em-
ployment and Personal Characteristics.! An average of 4.26 em-
ployed workers 1s assumed for famllles having four or more
workers, all employed.

Likewise, the classification by family employment status.

for persons seeking work, which 1s presented in the last column
of table VII, 1is derived from the data for familles by number
of persons seeking work, presented in table 4, and from the
data for persons seeking work by household relationship, shown
in the report mentioned above. The average number of perscns
seeking work per family having four or more persons in the
labor force with three or more seeking work, computed in this
manner, was 3.59; this average 1s assumed to apply alike to
completely unemployed families and to partially unemployed
families, having three or more persons seeking work.

The totals for unemployed indlviduals, which are shown in
the third column of table VII, are obtained by subtracting the
figures for employed persons from those for all persons in the
labor force; and the flgures for persons on public emergency
work are derlved by subtracting the number seeking work from
the total unemployed.

Table VIII illustrates the manner in which individual
workers, classified by number of persons in the labor force in
thelr familles, can be further classified according to their
relationship to the famlly head, and according to labor force
status of other members of the family. The totals for indi-~
viduals in the labor force, and for unemployed individuals, in
familles having one person in the labor force and in those
having two or more persons in the labor force, are obtained
from table VII. The number who were family heads, and the num-
ber who were wives, classified by labor rorce status of head,
are obtained directly from tables 9 and 10. The numbers of
other relatives are obtained by subtracting the figures for
heads and wives from the totals for family members in the labor
force.

The flgures shown in table VIII for "other relatives" in
the labor force in multiworker families with head not 1in the
labor force are obtained by computing the total number of indi-
viduals in the labor force (or the number of unemployed indi-
viduals) in such families, and subtracting from this total the
nurber of wives in the labor force (or unemployed) in multi-
worker familles with head not in labor force. The total number
of workers in such families 1s computed by applying the methods
used for table VII to the data for families by employment status
of head and number of persons in the labor force, which appear
in table 9. For this purpose it 1is assumed that the average of
4.26 persons 1n the labor force per famlly having four or more
workers was the same for familles with head in the labor force
as for other families.

In order to compute the number of unemployed individuals
in multiworker families with head not in the labor force, an
additional assumption 1is required, because table 9 does not
show a classification according to the precise number of un-
employed workers for the small groups of partlally unemployed
families having three, and four or more persons in  the labor
force, but wlth head not 1in the labor force. The number unem-
ployed in multiworker families with heed not in the labor force
represents the sum of the following figures for families with
head not in the labor force: (a) The number with two persons
in the labor force, one employed; (b) the number with two per-
sons In the labor force, neither employed, multiplied by 2;
{c) the number with three persons in the lebor force, some em~
ployed, multiplied by 1.29 (that is, by the average number of
unemployed Individuals per three-worker partially unemployed
family, computed from the figures in table 1 by the method de-
scribed above); (d) the number with three persons in the labor

force, none employed, multiplied by 3; (e) the number with four
or more in the labor force, some employed, multiplled by 1.54
(that is, by the average number of unemployed persons per fami-
1y having four or more persons Iin the labor force, some em-
ployed, computed by the method described above); and (f) the
number with four or more persons in the labor force, none em-
ployed, multiplied by 4.26.

COMPARISON BEIWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABULATIONS
AND COMPLETE COUNT

The 1940 family statistics shown Iin this report are based
on tabulations of a sample of familles, identlfied as Sample D.
All of these statistics were obtalned from the entries on the
Population census schedule, where the individual members of &
family were enumerated on consecutive lines. Sample D was de-
signed so that in certain portions of the areas shown, & 2&-
percent sample was used (multiplied uniformly by 40), and
elsewhere a 5-percent sample was used (multiplied uniformly by
20). Exact agreement 1s not to be expected between these tabu-
lations and the corresponding tabulations of a complete count,
but the sample data nevertheless indicate the relationships
among the various characteristics involved. With regard to the
individual numbers in the tables, comparisons thus far made
indicate that 95 percent of the numbers above 25,000 will differ
from those given by the complete count by less than 5 percent,
95 percent of those between 10,000 and 25,000 will differ by
less than 10 percent, and 95 percent of those between 2,500 and
10,000 will differ by less than R0 percent. Somewhat larger
variations may occur in the case of numbers below 2,500, but
even here the majority of the differences are less than 15 per-
cent.

Some of the other reports in this series present data for
families obtained from a different sample of families, identi-
fied as Sample F. The labor force data for individuals pre-
sented in text tables II, VII, and VIII, were obtained in part
from tebulations of Sample D and in part from tabulations of a
five-percent sample of individuals, identified as Sample B. It
is to be expected that the results of tabulations from the
various samples on a glven subject may differ by a small amount
for any area, because the samples represent dlfferent selectlons
of families and individuals, and because the data from each
sample were processed separately.

The numbers of famllies obtained’ from Sample D, and the
numbers obtained from a complete count of the heads of private
households shown on the Population schedule and from tabula-
tions of Sample B, are presented in teable IX. A discussionof
the differences between the results of the various sample tabu-
lations and the complete count is glven in the Appendix to the
report entitled *Families--General Characteristics."

Table IX. COMPLETE GOUNT AND SAMPLE TABULATIONS, FOR NUMBER OF FAMI-
LIES, FOR THE UNITED STATES, URBAN AND RURAL: 1940

BASED ON SAMPLE D BASED ON SAMFLE B
Based on -
AREA complete Percent of Percent of
count? Number complete Nuriber® camplete
count count

United States... 34,948,666 35,087,440 100.40 35,124,380 100.50
Urbah.seseesesvarens 20,648,432 | 20,749,200 100.49 | 20,766,260 100,57
Rural«nonfarm. . .ou. . 7,825,889 7,261,340 100.49 7,271,260 100,63
Rural-farmMesceeseans 7,074,345 7,076,900 100.04 7,086,860 100.18

1 Figures obtained from tabulation of heads of private households.
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