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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS,
Washington, D. C., February 26, 1946.

®

SIR:

I transmit herewith a report on the lnternal migration of the population
between 1935 and 1940, based on data from the Sixteenth Decennial Census of
Population. This census was taken in April, 1940, under the act providing
for the Fifteenth and subsequent decennial censuses, approved June 18, 1929,

This is the second of a serles of reports on migration within continen-
tal United States. This series represents the first censug statistics on
this subject that have been collected. This report presents statistics by
age, a3 well as by color and sex, and statistics on ln-migrants to and out-
migrants from various areas. Data are presented for the United States, re-
glons, divisions, and States, each classified by urban and rural residence,
and for citlies of 100,000 or more. Statistics on soclal and economic char-
acteristics of migrants will be presented in later reporis.

This report was prepared by Joel Williams eand Robert J. Milliken,
Population Analysts, under the supervision of Dr. Leon E. Truesdell, Chief,
Population Division, Howard G. Brunsman, Assistant Chief, and Dr. Henry S.
Shryoek, Jr., Chief of General Population Statistiocs.

Respectfully,

J. C. CAPT,
Director of the Censgus,

HON. HENRY A. WALLACE,
Secretary of Commerce.
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AGE OF MIGRANTS

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL

This is the second of a series of reports on intermal mi- §

gration of the populatlon between 1935 and 1940, based on the
replies to the questlion, "In what place did this person live
on April 1, 1935?" which formed a part of the population
schedule of the 1840 census, taken as of April 1, 1940, This
report presents data on the migration status of the population
by age as well as by color and sex, and statistics on in-
migrants to and out-migrants from various areas classified in
the same way. Data are presented for the United SBtates, re-
glons, divisions, and States, classified in each case by urban
and rural residence, and for cities of 100,000 or more.

The date 1in all of these reports are baged on a cross-—
classification of place of residence In 1835 with place of
residence in 1840, The classification yilelds direct informa-
tion on in-migration and out-migration for a glven area, as
woll as the net gain or loss in population through migration
between 1935 and 1940, The data In this report do not, of
course, indicate all the different moves that were made during
the five-year period nor the whole number of psrsons who moved
into or out of an area during the perlod, since soma of those
who moved cut may have returned before the census date or may
have died or gone to foreign countries; and likewlse with some
of those who moved in.

Related reports.—In the firset report of the series on
internal migration, entitled "Color and Sex of Migrants," a
complete cross-classirication of migrants by place of residence
in 1940 in combination with place of residence in 1935 is pre-
gented Tor States, urban and rural parts of States, and citiles
of 100,000 or more. Milgrants from each area 1In 1835 to each
area in 1940 are further classified by coler and sex. Two ad-
ditional reports of this series are in preparation, One will
present economic characteristics of migrants, including employ-
ment statug and major occupation group; the other, social
characteristics of migrants, including mativity, cltizenship,
relationship to head of household, and education,

Statlistics on migration status and urban-rural residence
in 1936 of heads of families are presented in various 1940 cen~
sus reports on characteristics of families, Statistics on mi~
gration status and urban-rural residence in 1935 for women of
child~bearing age are presented in the publications on fertility.

No distinction is made in this report between those persons
who 1lived in the same house in 1935 as in 1940 and thoss who
lived in a different house but Iln the same county (or quasi
county ), These two clasges of nonmigrants are shown separately,
however, in some of the reports on families and on differen-
tial fertility, where statistics on migration status are pre-
gented for heads of familiss and women of chlld~bearing age,
respectively,

The reports on State of birth of the native population,
which have been published at each census since 1880, have ghad
gome light on the movement of the population, The latest re-
port, based on the returns of the 1940 census, presents, 1ln ad-
dition to statistics for persons of all ages,data for children
under five years old at the time of the 1940 census, Obviously,
no place of residence in 1935 could be reported for these young
children; consequently, in the internal migration reports they
have been 1ncluded with the nonmigrants. The data on natlive
children under five years old which are presented, by color,
in the report on Btate of birth 1indicate for each State the
in-migration and out~migration of these young children batween
the time of their birth and the census date.

Arrangement of tables.—The first seven tables of this
report present summry statistics on migrents by color and sex
which had not been compiled when the first internal migration
report, "Color and Sex of Migrants," went to press, Table 1l
presents atatisties on migration status and type of migration
for regions and divisions. Table 2 presents a cross-classifica-
tion of reglon of residence, urban and rural, in 1940 by reglon
of residence, urban and rural, in 1935, Table 3 shows similar
information for divisions but without an uwrban-rural classifi-
cation, Tables 4 to 7 present data on in-migrants to States
and cities by division of origin and out-migrants from States
and cities by division of destination,

The age tables in the present report are arranged on the
basis of the arens for which figures are presented., Tables B
to 10 present statistics for the United States, tables 11 to
12b for reglons, tables 13 and 14 for divisions, tables 15 and
16 for States, and tables 17 to 19 for cities of 100,000 in-
habitants or more.

In tables 12, 1lza, and 12b, a cross-clessification of re~-
gion of residence in 1940 by region of residence in 1935 is
presented by age, color, sex, and urban-rural residence., Table
14 presents similar information for divisions but without
urban-rural clasaification of residence. These tables my be
read vertlcally to obtain data on the 1936 residence of in-
migrants to the areas of 1940 residence, or horizontally to
obtain data on the 1940 residence of out-migrants from the
areas of 1235 residence, In those cases whers the area of
resldence in 1935 ls the same as the area of residence in 1940,
the number represents migrants from one point to another with-
in the area., {See delfinition of "migrants® below,)

Avallability of unpublished data,—Because of the limita~
tions of space, it is8 not possible to present Dby age in this
report the complete crogs-classification of place of residence
in 1940 with place of resldence in 1935, The data were tabu-
lated, however, for all area combinations shown in the first
report on internal migration, and any specific combinations
that are desired can be made available for the cost of trans-
cribing or vreproducing them, Requests for such unpublished
gtatistics, addressed to the Director of the Census, Washing-
ton 28, D. C., will receive a prompt reply which will include
an estimate of the cost of preparing the data.

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS
MIGRATTON STATUS

Migration status is expressed in terms of three major
categories: Migrant, nonmigrant, and lmmigrant, These cate-
gorles are based on the relation between the réported place of
residence in 1635 and the residence 1in 1940, A fourth, resi-
dusl, classification, "Migration status not reported," in-
ciudes the relatively few, persons over five years of age for
whom place of resldence in 1935 was not reported. Thls last
group contzined 1,136,682 persons, or 0,9 percent of the total
population. . .

Migrants.—Migrants are those persons who lived in 1935
in & county (or quasi county) different from the one in which
they were living in 1840, In this classification, a city which
had 100,000 inhabitants or more in 1930 is treated as one quasi
county, and the remainder of its county as another. Thus, mi-
grants comprise: (a) Those living in one county in 1635 and in
another county in 1940; (b) those 1iving in 1940 in a city of

1




2 - INTERNAL MIGRATION, 1935 TO 1940

100,000 ‘or  more but 1iving elsewhere in the same county in
1925 and (c) those living in 1935 in a city of 100,000 or ihore
but living elsewhere in the same county in 1840.°

It should be noted that the term "migrants" applies only
to persons who moved from ons place to another, as specified,
within continental United States. They are dilstinguished from
persons resident in the Unlted S8tates in 1940 who lived in out-
lying territories or possessions of the United States or in
foreign countries In 1935, who are designated " {mmigrants.”

Nonmigrants.-—~Nonmlgrants are those psrsons who lived in
the same county {or quasl county) in 1935 as in 1940, Since
no place of residence Iin 1935 could %be reported for persons
under five years of age in 1940, these young children are in-
cluded with the nonmigrants.

Imnigrants,—"Immigrants,” as the term is vused in these
migration reports, are persons 1living In continental United
States in 1940 who reported that thelr place of resldence in
1935 was outside this area, that is, 1n an outlying territery
or possession -of the Unlted States or ina foreign country.
Immigrants are thus distinguished from migrants, who are per-

gons who moved from one place {(county) to another within con-
tinental United States, . '

AREAS

Urban and rural arsas,-—Urban population, as defined by
the Bureau of the Census, is, in general, that residing in
cities and other Incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants
or more. The remalnder of the population 1is classified as
rural and 1is subdivided into the rural-farm population, which
comprises all rural residents living on rfarms, wlthout regard
to occupation, and the rural-nonfarm population, which com-
prises the remaining rural population.

For residence in 1835, areas are c¢lassified as urban or
rural in accordance with their classification in the 1930 cen~
gug, For residencs in 1840, they are classlfied In accordance
with thelr classification in the 1940 census.

Rural, no report on farm or nonfarm residence; no report
on urban-rural residence,-~There are two groups of persons for
wham sufficlent informatlion was returned to establish them as
migrants but not enough to determine their exact class of resi-
dence 1n 1935, The group labeled "Rural, no report on farm or
nonfarm residence” consists of migrants who reported rural re-
sidence in 1935, dut did not specify whether or not they lived
on a farm on that date. The group labeled "No report on urban-
rural regidence® includes those persons who did not 1live in the
same county in 1935 as in 1940 but for whom information was not
sufficlient to establish whether their 1935 residence was in an
urban or a rursl area,

- Statistics for 1935 and 1940 for cities of 100,000 inhabl-
tants or more,—In the presentation of place of residence in
1540, cities of 100,000 inhabitants or more are thoge of this
size 1n 1940; but in the presentation of place of residence in
1935, they are those which were of this size in 1930, (This
classification was necessary because at the time the migration
codes were sebt up, the 1940 population of cities was not known.)
Hence, E1l Paso, Texas, Evansville, Indiana, and Lynn, Magsa-
chusetts, are included with cilties of residence 1n 1935 in
table 7 but not with cities of residence in 1840 in table 6,
Conversely, Charlotte, North Carolina, and Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, are included with citles of residence in 1840 in table
6 but not with citles of residence in 1935 in table 7., Only
limited data are available 1n tables 17 and 19 for these cities,

TYFE OF MIGRATICN

"fype of migration" has been used in the tables of this
report to denote a classification of migrants into three cate-
gories based on the geographic relatlonship of the State of

1 Mach of the migration to or from citles of 100,000 or more was from or to the
suburban areas surrounding these metropolitan centers.

residence 1in 1935 and the State of residence in 1940. These
three categories are: {a) Migrents within a State, (b) migrants
between contiguous States, and (c¢) migrants betwesn noncon~
tiguous States. This classification by type of migration is
designed in part as a rough indication of the distance travelsd
in the process of migration.

Migrants within a State.,—The category "migrants within a
state" comprises migrants who moved \from one county (or quasl
county) to another within the same State. In the tables pre-~
senting statistics for cities of 100,000 or more, migrants

within a State are dewignated migrants to or from the "balance
of State," :

Migrants between contiguous States; migrants between non-
contiguous States.—"Migrants between contiguous States" are,
in general, migrants who crossed only one State line, that 18,
wnose place of 1935 residence was in a State contiguous to
thelr State of residence 1in 1940, "Migrants between noncon-
tiguous States,” on the other hand, moved =across at least one
intervening State, that 1s, across more than one State line.
The place of residence in 1935 of migrants between noncontigu-
ous States was in a State which was not contiguous to their
State of residence in 1940. States have been defined as con-
tiguous if their boundaries touch at any point. Table 16

shows, for each State, the number of in-migrants from and out-
nmigrants to contiguous States.

Other types of migration.—1In addition to the types of
migration indicated above, for which figures are presented in
many of the tables on migration status, two other specific
types may be differentiated on the basis of the areas between
which the migration takes place, namely, migration between di-
visions and migration between regions. Just as the number of
migrants between States 1s far 1less than the mumber of migrants
between countles, so the number of migrants between divislons
ig less than sthe number of migrants betwsen States, and the
nunber of migrants between regions still less. All the dif-
ferent types of migration which may be designated on the basls
of the different geographic areas for which migration data are
available are set forth in the following table.

Table I.--MIGRANTS CLASSIFIED INTO TYPES ON THE BASIS OF AREAS
' INVOLVED, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940

ALL CLASSES PERCENT DISTRIBUTTON
TYFE OF MIGRATION - g
Total Male Famala Totalil Male |Female
Total migrants {migrants

batween counties)..,.essead 734,799 [7,995,097 7,739,701 100.0|[100.0( 100.0
Migrants batween reglonB..........|2,963,9561,647,853(1,416,603] 18,8|{ 19,4| 18.3
Migrants within a region...c.ccee.d 12,770, B4216,447,744]6,323,098] 81,2} 80,6 @a1.7
Betwean divisions in same regior1,191,172 616,555 574,617 7.6 7.7 Tk
Between States in same diviaicnjz,asg,wl 1,187,9811,151,940) 14.9| 14,9 14.9

¥Within a State {between countis
in B8MS StEYE)..euurrseves v osea?, 239,749]l4, 648,208 (4,506,541 58,7 s8,1| 59.4
Migranta batween divisions........4,155,128/[2,163,90811,991,220] 26,4|| 27.1| 25.%7
Migrants within a divieion..... + o W11, 579, 67005,881,189 15,748,481} 73,5)] 72.9} 74.3
Betweon States in sams division.?,339,921(1,187,981]1,151,940| 14,9} 14.9{ 14.9

Within & State {betwsen counties
in 8ame BtAte)i.cieiesivaiaise|d, 289,749(¢,648,208)4,506,641] 88.7| 58.1| 50,4
Migrants betwesn Stated...........[5,495,049)(8,851,8089(9,143,160( 41,3] 41.5] 40.6
Betwesn contigucus States.......|3 142,257(/1,592,021)1,550,286 | —20.0| 19.9] 20.0
Betwaan nonsontiguous States,...(3,352,792(|1,759,868(1,592,924| =21.3| 22.0] 20.8

Migrants within a State {hetween

countiss in s5ame Stata).se.ciess.s 9,259,'7fJ 4,643,208(4,596,541| 58.7| 58.1| 59.4

Although the typeg of migration are set forth only to a lim-
ited extent in the tables on migration status, 1t is possible
to obtaln from any of the tables which show residence in 1940
1n combination with resfdence in 1935 (that is, migration be-
tween specific areas) all of the different types set forth in
the summary table. In table 2, for example, which shows mi-
gration between reglons, the block of figures representing 1938
residence In the same region as in 1940 contains figures for

migration within that reazion, while the remaining figures,
either on the line or in the column, represent migration between




INTRODUCTION 3

regions, with the specific region of origin or destination
indicated by the items In the stub or boxhead. Likewiss, in
table 3 the block containing figures representing persons 1liv-
ing in the same division in 1935 as in 1940 represents migra-
tion within that division, and all the rest of the figures on
the line or In the colum represent migratlon betwsen divislons.

Somewhat similar types of migration between urban and
rural areas, either within a State, division, or region or

without such geographic restriction, can be worked out by con--

gidering the various combinations of 1940 and 1935 residence.
IN-MIGRANTS AND OUT~MIGRANTS

The terms "in-migrants" and "out-migrants" have been used
in the reports on internal migration with reference to migrants
into or out of particular areas. In-mlgrants to an area are
migrants who moved into that area from elsevwhere in the United
States between 1835 and 1940 and were still living there in
1940, Out-migrants from an area are migrants who were living
in the area In 1935 and moved out to some other place in the
United States where they were living in 1940, In-migrants and
out-migrants for any area exclude migrants within the area.
Thus, in-migrants and out-migrants for a particular State,
division, or region do not include migrants who wmoved from one
county (or larger intermediate subdivision) to another within
the specifled area, In-migrants and out-migrants to or from a
city of 100,000 or more include migrants from or to the balance
of the State Iin which the city 1s located as well as migrants
Irom or to other States.

In table 16, which presents data for States, urban and
rural, statistics are shown separately for migrants within the
State, in-migrants from other States, and out-migrants to other
States, To obtain the total number of in-migrants to or out-
migrants from an urban or rural part of a State, the figures
on migrants from or to other parts of the same State should be
added to the figures on in-migrants or out-migrants from or %o
other States, The term "in-migrants" should not be confuged
with the term "immigrants," previously defined,

The number of out-migrants from citles of 100,000 or more
and from the urban parts of States is undoubtedly overstated
at the eypense of the rural areas., This overstatement results
from a tendency of migrants from the suburbs of an urban place
or from residences on RFD routes out of the urban place to give
the urban place as their former residence., This is particu-
larly true of migrants who had moved long distances. Migrants
from small satelllite cltles of a metropolis to an area distant
from the metropolitan district often glve the metropolis as
thelir previous residence, since the name of their actual former
residence would not usually be familiar 1in thils new locality
and might require further explanation. The number of out-
migrants from rural areas, particularly Irom rural-nonfarm

areas adjacent to citles, is correspondingly understated be-
cause of the factors mentloned above. A similar bias does not
occur In the classification of in-migrants by 1940 place of
residence since the 1940 place of residence is based on the
claggification of the place at which the person was enumerated.

NET MIGRATION

The term "net migration," 1like the terms “in-migration"
and "out-migration," is used with reference to migration to or
from particular areas, Net migration refera to the nat galn
or 1oss to an area through the balance of in-nigration and out~
migration. 1In the tables, nst in-migration 1s distingulshed
by a plus (+) sign and net out-migration, by a minus (-) sign
preceding the figure, The algebralc sum of net migration for
all States and the District of Columbla is equal to zero, since
a loss In any one State must be compensated for by a gain.in
other States and vice versa. Because of the bias In reporting,
discussed above, net In-mligration to cltles of 160,000 or more
18 understated and net out-migration is overstated.

SEX AND COLOR

Practically all of the data in this bulletin are pre-
sented separately for malss and females. The color classifica~
tion used 1n this report s Umited to white and nowwhite,
Persons of Mexlcan birth or ancestry who were not dellnitely
Indian or of = other nonwhite race were returned as white 1in
1940, The nonwhite catoegory. includes Negroes and other non=-
white races such as Indians, Chinese, and Japansse, The great
mjority of the nonwhite population conslsts of Negroes, ex-
cept in the Pacific gtates, where there are many Chinese and
Japanese, and 1In Oklahoma and certain Mountain States, where
many of the nonwhites are Indlans,

Statistics are presented by color
from table 1 to table 14, In tablea 15 to 19, which show sta-
tistics by age [for States and citles, the data presented are
for all males and all females with additlonal data for non-
white males and nonwhite females presented for States and citiles
to or from which there were a substantial number of nonwhite
migrants, In tables 16 and 16, datn are presented Ifor non-
whites for States which had 10,000 or more nonwhite in-mlgrants
or out-migrants. 1In tables 17 to 19, data are presented for
nonwhites for cities which had 5,000 or wmore nonwhite in-
migrants or out-migrants.

in most of the tables

. AGE

The age classification is based on the age of the person
at his last birthday before the date of the census, that 1a,
the age of thes person in completed years, In the tables show-
ing migration statistice by age, all persons under five years
old are included with the nonmigrants.
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