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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

SIR: 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, 
.BUREAU . OF 'Im: CENSUS I 

Washington, D. c., March 20, 1946. 

I transmit herewith a report on the internal migration or the popula­
tion between 1935 and 1940, based on data from the Sixteenth Decennial 
Census ot Population. This census was taken in April, 1940, under the act 
providing tor the Fifteenth and subsequent decennial censuses, approved 
J'Une 18, 1929. 

This is the third or a series or reports on migration within conti­
nental United States. This series represents the tirst census statistics on 
this subject that have been collected, This report presents statistics on 
internal migration tor persons 14 years old and over, by employment status 
and by major occupation group tor employed workers. The statistics pre­
sented here ~re designed tor analyses relating to the mobility ot labor, 
Statistics on social characteristics or migrants will be presented in a 
later report. 

This report was prepared by Joel Williams and Robert J, Milliken, 
Population Analysts, under the supervision ot Dr. Leon E. Truesdell, Chier, 
Population Division, Howard G. Brunsman, Assistant Chief, and Dr. Henry s. 
Shryock, Jr,, Chief or General Population Statistics, 

Respectrully, 

HON. HENRY A. WALLACE, 
secretary of Co1J1D1eroe. 

J. C. CAPT, 
Director or the Census. 
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ECONOMIC CHARACTBR'.ISTICS OP MIGRANTS 

INTRODUCTION 

Th.ta is the third or the sertea or reports on intel'M.l 1111-
gratlon in the united Ste.tee between 1935 and 1940, ba811d on 
the replies to the question, •rn what place did thla person 
live on APril l, 1935?", which tom.ad a part or the Pollulat1on, 
schedu1e ot the l~O census, taken as at April 1, 1940. In 
thiB report the data on internal migration tor persons 14 years 
old and over are olasaitled by em,ployment status and by major 
occupation group tor employed workers. Praotlca.lly all or the 
data ln this report are presented separately tor males and :re­
mles. 

The statistics presented here are designed tor analyses 
relating to the mobility or labOr. They show the nU111ber at 
workers 'llho migrated during a pertod ot extensive unemployment, 
the relative proportions or migrants in dttterent occupational 
groups, the dltferentlal rates ot unemployment 8111ong mlgrali.ta 
an<i nonmigrants, and the impact or migration upon the labor 
force in clitterent regions, States, urban '11.nd rural areaa, and 
prlnolpal citlea, 

DEFINITIONS OF TH:RllJ AND EXl'LA.NATIOOS 

Migration ,st~tus is .expres11ed in terms. or three major 
categorlea: Migrant,.nonmigrant, and 1111111igrant. These cate­
gories are based on the· relation between the reported place o! 
residence in 1935 11nd the. residence ln 1940. A 1'ourth, residual, 
classification, "Migration status not reported," includes the 
relatively small l'IUlllber, ot, par.sons tor Whom place ot residence in 
1935 was not reported, . 

W.grants.:-M!gr1mts are those persona. who Uved: in 1935 in· 
a county (or qua.al county) dit1'el'jlnt from the one 1n which they 
were living in· 1940, In this classi!ication, a city which had 
100,000 inhabitants or more· in:l930 is treated as one quasi 
county, and the remainder or its county as another; Thus, ml• 
grants comprise: (a) Those living in one· county. tn.1935. and in. 
another county in 1940; (b) those living 1n 1940 In a city or 
100 ,000 or more but 11 ving elsewhere 1n th~ same county in 1935; 
and (c) those living 1n 1935 in a city of 100,000 or more but 
l1 ving elsewher.e in the same county in 1940 .' 

The migration data are based on a cross-classltication· ot 
place or residence ln 1935 with place or residenc.e in 1940. 
The blaaai!ioation yields direct information. on in-migration 
and out-migration or persons in the labor force tor a given 
ar&a, and gi vea an approximate measure ot the net· gain or loss· 
ln the labor torce o! the area through migration between 1935 
and 1940. The data in this report do not, .or course, indicate 
all the dltterent moves that were mad11.dur1ng the tive-year 
period nor the whole number who moved .1nto or out or an area 
during the period, since aome a·r those Who moved may have re­
turned or moved to still another area .before the census date or' 
may have died or gone to foreign ooun.tr1es. 

Nonmigra.nte.-Nonmlgrants are those persons whO lived 1n 
· the same county (or quest county) in 1935 as in 194.0, 

Imm1grants.~"Imm1grants," ,as .the term is used in these 
·migration reports, are persons living in continental United 
states in 1940 who reported that their place or residence in 
1935 was outside this area, that is, in an outlying territory 
or possession or the United states or in a rore1gn country. 

. I1D111igrants are thus distinguished 1'ro111 migrants, who are per­
sons who moved trom one place (county) to another within conti­
nental United States, 

Related reporta.-In the f1rst1 report of the s11r.lH· on 
Internal migration, entitled •color and sex or Migrants,• &•' 
complete cross-classtticat1on o! migrants by place or real dence. 
In 1940 in combination with place o! residence in 1935 is pre­
sented tor States, urban and rural parts ot state.a, and ctt1es 
ot 100,000 or more. Migrants !rom each·area in 1935 to·each 
area. ln 1940 are further claas1t1ed by color. and sex. The second 
report glvea data by age, similar to those presented here by 
&mployment status and occupation, An additional report or this 
aeries la in preparation, Which will present data on social 
character1at1ce or migrants, Including nativity, citizenship, 
relationship to head o! household, and education. 

Stat1at1cs on internal migration tor heads o! families are 
presented in the aeries o! 1940 census reports on character­
istics ot families, statistics on internal migration In rela­
tion to tert111ty tor women ot child-bearing age are presented 
In the aeries o! 1940 census publications on d1t!erent1al ter­
t11 i ty. 

Availability 01' unpublished data.-Becauae or the 11mita­
tlons; ot space it Is not possible to present by employment 
status and occupation the complete cross-clasaltication ot place 
ot residence in 1940 with place ot residence 1n 1935.· The data 
were tabulated, however, for all area combinations shown 1n the 
first report on internal migration, and.any specltic comblnati(Jls 
that are desired can be made available tor the cost o! trane­
scribtng or reproducing them. Requests tor such unpublished 
stattsti~s, addressed to the Director ot the Census, Washington 
25, n •. c., · will receive a prompt reply which will include an 
estlmrte ot the cost ot prepa~tng the cl ata, 

Urban and rural areas.-Urban population, as defined by 
the Bureau· ot the census, is, in general, that residing In 
cities and other incorporated places having 2,500 inhabitants 
or more. The reminder or the population is classl!ied as 
rural and ts subdivided into the rural-farm population, which 
comprises all rural residents 11 ving on tarms, without regard 
to occupation, and the rural-non!arm population, which com­
prises the remaining rural popu~ation. 

For residence in 1935, areas are classified as urban or 
rural tn accordance with their claeei!i cation 1n the 1930 census, 
For residence in 1940, they are claesi!ied in accordance with 
their classitication in the 1940 census. 

Rural, no report on tarm or non!arm residence; no report 
on urban-rural residsnce,~There are two groups or persons tor 
whom autticient information was ret\ll'ned to establish them aa 
migrants but not enough to determine their exact class ot resi­
dence in.1935. The group labeled "Rural, no report on !arm or 
nontarm residence• consists 01' migrants who reported rural resi­
dence' in 1935, but did not specify whether or not they 11 ved on 
a tarm on that date, The group labeled "No report on urban­
rural residence• includes those persons who did not live in 
the same county in 1935 as in 1940 but for whom inror111at1on was 
not sufficient to establish whether their 1935 residence was in 
an urban or a rural area, 

1 llloh at th• •lgratiou to or trom oit111 at 100,000 or 110re lfeB tram or to th• 
1uburban areas aurroUDdinc theae •tropolitu a1nter1, 

1 

.. 
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2 INTERNAL MIGRATION, 1935 TO 1940 
Statistics ror 1935 and 1940 for cities of 100,000 1nhab-

1tant~ or more.~In the presentation of data on place of resi­
dence in 1940, cltles of 100,000 inhabitants or more are those 
whlch were or thls size in 1940; but in the presentation of data 
on place or residence in 1935, they are those wnicll were oft.his 
size in 1930, (This class1r1cation was necessary because at the 
time the migration codes were set up, the 1940 population of 
cities was not known.) Hence for El Faso, Texas, Evansville, 
lndlana, and Lynn, Massachusetts, data are presented in table 
17 only for out-migrants, who were resident in these cities in 
1935. conversely, tor ·charlotte, North Carolina, and Sacramento, 
California, df!ta are shown only for in-migrants and for the popu­
lation resident in these cltiea in 1940. 

TYPE OF MIG!U.'l!Ill! 

"Type or migration'' has been used in the tables of this re­
port to denote a classll'lcation 01· migrants into three categories 
based on the geographic relationship between the state or resi­
dence in 1935 and the State of residence in 1940. Tnese three 
categories are: (a) Migrants Within a State, (b) migrants be­
tween contiguous states, and (c) migrants between noncontJguros 
States. The clasa1flcat1on by type Of migration is designed in 
part as a rough indication or the distance traveled in tlle pro­
cess of migration. In addition, the cl1st1nction between inter­
state and intrastate migrants ls .important in connection With 
problems of coverage of State unemplo;yrnent compensatlon·systems 
and other State programs arrecting workers who move across.state 
lines. 

Migrants within a State.-The category "migrants within a 
~tate" comprises migrants who moved from one county (or quasi 
county) to another within the same State. In the tables pre­
senting statistics for cities or 100,000 or more, migrants 
within a State are designated as migrants to or from the11 balance 
of State.• 

Migrants between contiguous States; migrants between non­
. contiguous states.-"Migrants between contiguous States" are, 
in general, migrants who crossad only one state line, that is, 
whose place of 1935 residence was in a state contiguous to their 
State of residence in 1940. "t~igrants between noncontiguous 
States,• on the other hand, moved across at least one interven­
ing State, that ls, across more than one state line. The place 
of residence in 1935 or rnir,rants between noncontiguous States 
was in a State Which was not contiguous to their State ~f resi­
dence in 1940. States have been def 1ned as contiguous 11' their 
boundaries touch at any point. Table 15 s11ows, tor each ·state, 
the number of in-migrants from and out-migrants to contiguous 
States. 

The class1r1cat1on of the labor force by migration status 
and type or migration ls summarized for the Uni tad States in 
table I. 

Table I .-POPULATION 14 YEARS OLD AND Cl/ER Ill THJ;; LAllOR FORCE, BY llIC21ATION STA'l1JS, 
. TYPE OF llIGIUTION, .ulll SF.I, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1940 

llIGRATION STATUS 00 
TYPE OF llIGRATIOll Total Malo Fomale Total llale Female 

Total labor force ...... 52,789,499 39,944,240 12,845,259 100,0 100.0 100.0 
Nonmigrants .................. r.144"","=a"'29'"","'1e"'e1har:r4•, 0"'1'"1"', s"'22"""'1""0 ,°"9"11"',"'"s4"'e;+-,e"'s-,.1,;1--.a5=-."""1+-"'e""s,-.,,.o 
lligranto ..................... 7,261,507 S,483,314 1,778,193 13.8 15.7 ia.e 

Within a State •••• , •••••••• 4,079 1456 5,070,940 l,OOB,516 7.7 7.7 7.9 
Between contiguous states .. 1,500,793 l,ll3 0826 366,967 2.8 2.e 2.9 
Between nonoontiguousstate1 l,681,258 1,278,546 402,710 5.2 5.2 5.1 

Imlllgronta.·. ... • • • • ....... •••• lllS,346 ll6,250 52,116 0,4 o.s 0,4 
111grat,1C>ll atatua .not reported 410,478 313,174 97,504 o.a o.e o.a 

INTERREGIONAL, INTERDIVISIONAL, AND IJRJWl-RURJ\.L MIGRATIOll 

In tables 8 and 10, a cross-clas~ification of region 01· 

residence 1n 1940 by region or residence in 1935, by urban-rural 
residence, is presented for the population 14 years old and over 
by employment status and by major occupation group ror employed 
workers. Tables 12 and 14 present similar information for 
divisions but without an urban-rural class1r1cation orres1denca 
These tables may be read norizontally to obtain data on the 1935 

residence or in-migrants to the areas or 1940 residence, or 
vertically to obtain data on the !940 residence of out-migrants 
rrom i:he areas of 1935 residence. In those cases where the area 
of residence in 1935 is the same as the nea or residence in 
1940, the number represents migrants from one point to anot110r 
within the region or division. 

The data on migration or the labor force between regions 
are summarized i~ table 11. 

Tablo lI.-REGION OF RESrDENCE IN 1940 OF J.l!GRANTS IN 'lllF. LABOR FORCE BY REGION OF 
RESIDENCE IN 1936 

REGION OF RESIDENCE IN 1935 
United 

REGION OF RESIDENCE IN 1940 S\.atoe, Th• North- Tha North 
1935 ea.storn dontral The South Th• 'lioot 

St.ate ii States 

Total migrant• in ]Jlbor 
force •••••• , ••••• , •• ,, 7 ,261,5(1/ l,358,Bl5 2 13:55,'IOO 2,527,640 110S9"ll47 

The NortheMtorn Statoe, •• :. l,276)268 1,008,347 79 ,114 100,401 22 ,400 
The North Central St.ntea •••. 2,088,691 80,794 l,764,00? 185,591 58,259 
Tho South ................... 2,403,556 134,099 167 ,499 2,0IB,040 53,91.B 
The West •• , ••••••••• ,, •• ,,., 1,4~2 ,992 55,573 ~25,U2? 187 ,eoo 1124,WI 

Statistics on the employment status and occupations of mi­
grants between urban and rural areas and between t'arm and •non­
rarm areas are shown in the detailed tables which present croas­
c1assi!1cat1ons 01· urban-rural resldentie in 1935 and 1940, Tne 
tables give 1n1·ormat1on not only tor tlle United States as a 
Whole but also ror the urban-rural subd1v1s1ons of eacn region 
and or each State. 

The data on urban-rural and :ra:nn-nonrarm mie;ratlon or the 
labor torce tor the United States are summarized in table III • 

Tab lo III .-URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE IN 1040 OF l!IGRANTS IN THE LABOR FffiCE, BY 
URBAN AND RURAL RF.SIDENCE IN 1935, FOR TUE UNl'l'ED STATES 

PLACE Cl!' RESifil:~E IN 1935 
Unitod Rural, no 

PLACE Cl' RESIDENCE States. Rural- nu rill- report. on No raport 
IN 1940 1935 Urban nonta.m form fe.m or on urban-

non1'arta rural 

Total migrant• in 
' labor force, ••• , 7,261,507 4,209,190 1,374 ,888 1,310,152 . 202,748 84 ,531 

Urban .......... • ...... 4,155,994 2,BS0,048 ?40,578 401,560 110,468 53,5SO 
Rural .. nonfarm. •••• • ••• l,910,570 l,035,332 493,104 277 ,967 83,492 20,475 
Rura1 .. rarm., •••••• , ••• 1,195,143 323,810 141,204 630,635 Bll,788 10,?C<l 

PERCENT BY RESIDENCE 
lll 1935 

Total migrant• in 
labor force •• , •• ioo.o 58.Q lB,9 10.0 3,g l.2 

Ur~an ................ 100.0 68.6 17 .a 9,7 2.7 l.~ 

Rural-nonra.rm •••• - • , • 100.0 54 .2 2s.a 14.6 4,4 1.1 
Rural-fal"m ........... 100.0 27.l 11.a 52.0 7 ,4 0.9 

IN ·llIGl!ANTS AND OUT-llIGRANTS 

Tne terms "in-migrants" and "out-migrants" have been used 
in the reports on internal migration with reference to migrants 
into or out of particular areas. In-migrants to an area are 
migrants vmo moved into that area .tram elf!,eWhere Jn the United 
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States between 1935 and 1940 and were still living there in 
1940. The term "in-migrants" should not be contused with the 
qirm ftilll!nlgrants,• previously defined. Out-migrants !roman 
area are migrants Who were living in the area in 1935 and moved 
out to some other place in the united states where they were 
living 1n 1940. In-migrants and out-migrants for any area ex­
clude ml grants w1 thin the area. Thus, in-migrants and out-mi­
grants tor a particular region, di vision, or State do not in­
clude migrants Who moved from one county (or larger intermediate 
subd1V1B1on) to another within the specified area. In-migrants 
and out-migrants to or rrom a city of 100,000 or more .include 
1111granta rrom or to the balance of the state in which the city 
1s located as well, as migrants from or to other states. 

In table 151 Which presents data for States, urban and 
rural, statistics are shown separately for migrants w1 thin the 
State, In-migrants from other States, and out-migrants to other 
States. To obtain the total number of in-migrants to or out­
mtgrants :from an urban or rural part of a State, the figures on 
Dtlgrants from or to other parts or the same State should be 
added to the tigures on in-migrants or out-migrants rrom or to 
other Sta tea. 

The number or out-migrants rrom cities of 100,000 or more 
amt from the urban parts of states 1s undoubtedly overstated at 
the expense or the rural areas. This overstatement results from 
a tendency or migrants from the suburbs of an urban place or 
trom residences on RFD routes out of the urban place to give 
the urban place as their former residence. This ts particularly 
true ot' migrants who had moved long distances. Migrants from 
small satell1 te c1 ties of a metropolis to an area distant rrom 
the metro Poli tan district often give the metropolls as their 
previous residence, since the name or their actual !'armer resi­
dence. would not usually be familiar in this new looali ty and 
might require further explanation. The number of out-migrants 
trom rura.l. areas, part1cUlarly from rural-nonrarm areas adjacent 
to cl t1 es. 1B correspondingly understated because or the factors 
mentioned above, A similar bias does not occur in the classifi­
cation o.r in-migrants by. 1940 place or residence since the 1940 
place o.r residence is based on the classification of the place 
at Which the person was enumerated. 

In the interpretation of the data for in-migrants and out­
mlgrants class1r1sct by employment status and occupattonalgrrui:a, 
lt ls important to remember that these classifications rater 
to employment and occupation at the time of the 1940 census and 
not at the time of m:lgration or in 1935. The data should not, 
therefore, be interpreted as measures of the effects of migra­
tion upon the numbers or employed and unemployed persons in 
various areas nor upon employment in various occupational groUJl3. 
In particular, the figures for in-migrants and out-migrants 
class11'1ed as seekin11; work or on public emergency work do not 
represent additions to and subtractions 1'rom the number. or un­
employed persons in the area in question, because these persons 
were not necessarily unemployed when they migrated. Likewise, 
ml grants employed in a particular occupational group at the time 
ot the census may haVe been employed in a different occupational · 
group, or unemployed or not in the labor force, .before they 
ml grated. In tact, shiftE? in employment status or occupation 
are especially likely to be made at the time or migration. The 
intarpret'atlon of.~ th'e labor force totals for in-migrants and 
out-migrants is also affected to some extent by this considera­
tion, since some or the migrants Who were in the labor force at 
the time or the census were not 1n the labor force before they 
mtgrated, and vice versa. The numbers of in-migrants and out­
migrants in the labor rorce at the time of the census, however, 
can be used as valid approximations to the additions to and 
subtractions from the labor force of a given area, due to mi­
gration, because it may be "presumed in most cases that those 

migrants Who Shifted their labor force status between 1935 and 
1940 would have done so even tr they had not migrated. 

EMPLOYJCE!IT S!rAros 

Labor force classif1q,at1on.-In the class1!1cat1on by em­
ployment status, persons 14 years old and over are classified 
on the basts of their activity during the census week Of Mar.ch 
24 to 30, 1940, into two.large groups: (a} Persons in the labor 
force, including those at work for pay or pror1t or at unpaid 
family work; those with a job or business from which they were 
temporarily absent; those pn public emergency work; and those 
seeking work; and (b) persons not in the labor farce. The 
latter group includes persons reported a~ ell!;aged in Own home 
houseworl<, in school, or ·unable to work; seasonal workers tor 
whom the census week fell in an off-season, and who were not 
seeking work; others not employed, nor on public emergency work, 
nor aeel<ing work; all inmates or penal and mental inst1 tutions 
and homes ror the aged, infirm, and needy, regardless or the°lr 
acti vt tt dur1 ng the census week; and persons tor wham employment 
status was not reported. 

EmP!Q_ymen~ status categories.~Persons in the labor force 
are rurther class11'1ed in this report into three employment 
status subdivisions: Employed, on public emergency ·work, and 
seeK1ng work. The las~ two or these categories, when combined, 
const1 tute the "unemployed.• The various employment status 
subdivisions of the labor force are defined below: 

Employect.~The group classified as employed includes two 
subgroups: (a) "At work"--persons who worked tor pay or profit 
at any time during the week llf March 24 to 30, 1940, 1n 
private work or nonemergency li'ederal, State, or local govern­
ment work, or who assis tect without pay ori a family farm or in 
a family bustness; and (b) •with a job but not· at work"-­
peraons not actually: at work and not seeking work during the 
week or March 24 to 30, 1940, but with jobs, businesses, or 
professional enterprises from which they wers temporarily 
absent because of vacation, illness, industrial d!sput.e, )lad 
weather, or lay-ott not exceeding four weeks with definite 
instructions to return to work on a specific date. The group 
"Employed" includes not only employees but also proprietors, 
!armers, other self-employed persons, and unpaid family 
workers. 

on public emergency work .-This category includes p~rsons 
who, during the week or March 24 to 30, 1940, were at work 
on, or assigned to, public emergency work projects conducted 
by the work Projects Administration (WPA), the National Youth 
Administration (NYA), the Civilian conservation corps (CCC), 
or state or local work relief agencies. 

seeking work.-Th1s category represents persons without 
work of any sort in tha week or March 24 to 30, 1940, whO .• 
were actively seeking work during that week. 

summary data Qn migratlon status orthe population 14 years 
old and over. by employment status and sex are presented tn 
table IV. 

.M1sclassificat1on of persons on public emergency work.-In 
the interpretation of the data ror persons on public emergency 
work, allowance must be made for the misolassirtcatton in the 
census returns or considerable numbers or public emergency 
workers. The number. or persons reported in the census as on 
publ1~ emergency work in the United States was 2,529,606,where­
as the number recorded on the pay rolls or the Federal emergency 
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