
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
JESSE H. JONES, Secretary. 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
]. C. CAPT, Director (Appointed May 22, 1941) 

WILLIAM LANE AUSTIN, Director (Retired January 31, 1941) 
PHILIP M. HAUSER, Assistant Director 

SIXTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES · 1940 

POPULATION 

THE LABOR FORCE 
(Sample Statistics) 

Wage or Salary Income 

in 1939 

Prepared under the supervision of 

Dr. LEONE. TRUESDELL 
Chief Statistician for Population 

UNITED ST ATES 

. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

WASHINGTON : 1943 

Fot: sale by tha Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash1ngton1 D. C. 



BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
J. O. <'Al''l', IJil't'l'/or (il/11mi11/1•1l M1111 i.!, /!IHI 

WILI,IAllf LANI•J AtrNTIN, JJin•1•tm· (Ul'lln•rl ,fti111ttll'lf ,1/, m.p I 

l'm1.n• l\I. IIAl'HMl!,.A.Mi11l1111/ /Jin·1•t11r 

Population-L1•:0N K 'l'n111·:Hm:r.r,, ('hir·f Nlalixlif'irlll. 
A. llnH.~ l•]CI\X.J•:It, Axxix/11111 ('1111·( Nt11ti11til'i1111. 

0<'<!11I>lltion NtaliHti<'Hrn··Alhn ll!. l•:dw1ll'!IN. 
Er•ollOllli<• StatiHti<·K-·Wllli11111 II. :\ln11tY.. 
Gn11ernl l'opul11t1011 ~tntlHli<'H lll'lll'~' ~. ~h1•y1wl<, ,JI'. 
Ho11sl11g ~tntlRll<'K···Ilownrd 0. lll't1111-11111111. 

i\Iatli<>m11tf<oal A<lviH<'l'··· W. l•:<l\1'11l'liH I h•111it1!(. 
'l'Pdl11k11J ( l(IPl'lltillllH· ···HP!.(iH W, I !11lt11h!'I'!(. 
·'l'aln1Iat'lo11 J•:xpPrl· · ,J11111Nt L. l\l<'i'h<'l'1'1111. 
'['p('!Jlli<'lll J•]tJitillj.(-··Jll'll<'l' J.. ,Jp111\illK!lfl, 

'l\•<'lt11lc11l 1111:111·1wt·i1111H·· .,Jn<'k B. H11ln1t'IM1111. 

Administrative Service-··!•'. Lt. l'IT~IA.N, .. 11•1i1111 <'lti1•f. 
Agriculture--7.1•a.LM1>:1t H. !'J-:'1'1'1•:'1', 0/111•{ Nlrtfixtifoir111. 
Basic Materials-HAY Ihrit1.1·:Y, Ohi1'l SlalMil'/1111. 
Business--.JoHN AuummT, Ullil'( 8111tixtid1111. 
Geography-<~t.An~:Nm: I<:. llATH<'J1~:1.m\ 01•1111rn11hr1'. 
Information and Publications· .. ·A. W. \'ON ~'!'111·1·1·:, .l1•fi11u ('!tit·/. 
Machine Tabulation---HAl.Pll K <l.11.l.!l\l'A''• ('/tit•/, 
Manufactures--'l'HmtAH ,J. J<'1Txm-:11A1.11, <.'hi1·f N/ali11til'i1111. 
State and Local Government-··l•Ju11•Mm H. <lHA Y, C'll i1•f Nt11ti11ti1'11111. 
Vital Statistics-llAT.111·:1n· L. I lt'NN, <'ltil'( Nl11li11lil'i1111. 

SIXTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES SIMO 

REPORTS ON POPULA 'l'ION 
Volume 

I Number of Inlrn.bitants, by StaL(•fl. 
II Charv.cteri~tics of the Population, by SLatc~H. 

III The Labor Force-·Occ11pntion, Industry, l!:rnpluynwnt, n11cl Im·111111;, Ii.\• Htnl1•11. 
IV Chara~teristfos by Agc-Mnrital RllLLllH, ltt'11\ticm11hlp, 1':1Iuclltio11, nml (:ltll(!'llllhi11, 

by States.· 

Statistics for CenAUH Tracts (Ineludinp; HottHillp; D1it11), 

Additional Reporls-Tnternal Migrntion, t•'nmillm:1 (I1wl111lh1p; 1f1111fli1tl( Ontnl, f•'1•r· 
tility, Parentage, Mother Tongue!, l"urllwr l"llMiHtie11 1111 'l'lw Lnltur Fnrt'I'. 1•!1>, Special Reports. · · 

REPORTS ON HOUSING 
I Data for Small Area8. by States. 

Supplement: Block StatiRtic~ for Cities, 
II General C.ha:ncterist.ics of Housing, by Stni<'K. 

III Character1st.1cR by Monthly Rent. or Vnluo, by 8tnlcli. 
IV Mortgages on Owner-Occupied Nour1nrn IlonwH, by HtnlN1, 

Special Reports. 

II 

L 
I' 
I 



FOREWORD 

Sampling techniques were utilized in the Sixteenth Decennial Census fer 
the first time in the history cf the Population Census. The use of sam
pling methods permitted the collection cf statistics on a larger number of 
inquiries than has heretofore been possible, the release cf preliminary 
population statistics at an early date, and the tabulation cf a great many 
social and economic characteristics cf the population at a relatively low 
cost. 

This report is based on tabulations cf a five-percent sample cf the 
population returns, and presents statistics en the amount of wage or 
salary income and the receipt of other income in 1939 fer persons 14 
years old and over in the United States. The data are shown in combi
nation with various economic and personal characteristics of the popula
tion, and provide a considerable body of information regarding the adequacy 
of employment and the economic well-being cf the people. This report was 
prepared under the supervision cf Dr. Leon E. Truesdell, Chief Statis
tician for Population, and Dr. A. Ress Eckler, Assistant Chief Statis
tician, by William H. Mautz, Chief of Economic Statistics, Dr. Selma Fine 
Goldsmith, and Alice 3. ICorstange. The sampling procedures were under the 
direct;i::m of Dr. W. Edwards Deming, Mathematical Adviser. 
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WAGE OR SALARY INCOME IN 1939 

INTRODUCTION 

GENERAL 

This report presents data on amount of wage or salary income 
in 1939 and on the receipt of other income in 1939 for persons 
14 years old and over, based on tabulations of a five-percent 
sample Of the returns of the Sixteenth Decennial Census of Pop
ulation, taken in April 1940 .1 The income data are shown in 
combination with certain personal and economic characteristics, 
sucl1 as age, sex, color, household relationship, months worked 
in 1939, employment status as of the census weelc or March 24 to 
30, 1940, class of worker, and industry. Statistics are pre
sented for the United States, regions, divisions, States, and 
for cities of 250,000 or more. 

Many o:t' the tables are confined to persons classified as 
wage or salary workers in March 1940, the class for which the 
data on wage or salary income are the most significant and 
which accounted for the great bull< of the recipients of wages 
or salaries in 1939. Most of the tables sl!ow separate distri
butions by amount of wage or salary income for persons who had 
no income from other sources, and for persons who had such 
other income. Tlle distributions are more significant for per
sons hG.ving no other income than for persons having other in
come, For the latter group the data present only an incomplete 
picture of income distribution, Whereas for the group having no 
other income they represent a very close approximation to a 
distribution by size of total income. 

RELATED REPORTS 

Volume III of the Sixteenth Census Reports on Population, 
entitled "The Labor Force," presents statistics on wage or 
salary income in 1939, based on complete tabulations of the 
census returns. These statistics pertain to the experienced 
labor force classified by occupation and employment status. ln 
order to show the relationship between income and amount of em
ployment, the data are presented not only for the total number 
of workers but also for those Who worked full time ( 12 months) 
during 1939. Part 1 of Volume III presents the data for the 
United States as a whole and for the four regions, and Parts 2 
to 5 present the duta for States and for cities of 100,000 or 
ioore, 

Another report in the series "The Labor Force - Sample Sta
tistics" appears under the title "Employment and Farhily Charac
teristics of Women." This· report shows labor force status of 
women by marital status and number of children, according to 
age, education, and other personal and family characteristics, 
and includes statistics on wage or salary income and receipt of 
other income in 193\i for the husbands of married women 18 to 64 
years or age, for the United States and regions, and for metro
politan districts of 1,000,000 or more. 

Statistics ~or families will be presented in a separate 
series of publications. The specific titles of the reports 
that cont'iin income data and a brief swm1ary of the subjects 
covered are given b el.ow . " 

Family Wage or Salary Income in 1939: Statistics on wage 
or salary income and receipt or other income in 1939, for 
families classified by characteristics of the family and of 
the family head, for the United States and regions, urban 
and rural (with color for the South), and for cities of 

1 The 1940 Population schedule is reproduced in Part l of Volume III 
and Part l o:f Volume IV of the Sixteenth Census Reporte on Population. 
1he instructions to enumerators are also reproduced in these vol
tUJ!es, 

2 •t the time this report goes to press (early in 194~) the reports 
referred to in this paragraph are in various staaes of completion, and 
it ls possible that minor changes in titles may be made before publi
cutlon. 

1,000,000 or more. The characteristics or the ramily that 
are included are size, number or children, number at earners 
months worKed in 1939 by earners, and class-or-worker com~ 
position; the characteristics of the family head are sex, 
age, marital status, employment status, major occupation 
group, class or worker, and wage or salary income received 
in 1939. Family wage or salary income is also cross-clas
si!ied by wage or salary income or the individual earners in 
the family. Statistics on wage or salary income of the head 
in combination with wage or salary income or the wife, by 
receipt of other income by the head, are presented for 
normal families. 

Families - General Characteristics: Characteristics or 
families and or family heads.. Statistics on family wage or 
salary income and receipt or other income in 1939, by tenure, 
are presented for States, cities or 100,000 or more, and 
metropolitan districts or 200,000 or more. 

Income and Rent: Data on wage or salary income and re-
ceipt of other income in 1939 for urban and rural-nonfarm 
families classified by tenure and rent, and cross-classified 
by housing characteristics, family characteristics, and 
characteristics or the head, tor regions and metropolitan 
districts of 1,000,000 or more. · 

Tenure and Rent: Data for urban and rural-nonfarm fami-
lies classified by tenure and rent, and cross-olassified by 
family characteristics and characteristics of the head, 
This report includes statistics on family wage or salary in
come and receipt of other income in 1939, by tenure and 
rent, for regions, cities of 1,000,000 or more, an:! metro
politan districts of 500,000 or more. 

Size of Family and Age of Head: Characteristics of fami
lies (including family wage or salary income and receipt ot 
other lncome in 1939) and of family heads, by type and size 
of family and age of head, for regions and cities or 
1,000,000 or more. 

Characteristics of Rural-farm Families: Data for rural-
farm families classified by tenure and occupation of the 
head, and cross-classified by selected housing characteris
tics, family characteristics (including family wage or salary 
income and receipt of other income in 1939), and character
istics of the head, for regions and geographic divisions. 

GEOGRAPHIC AREAS 

Statistics are presented 1n this report for the United 
states and for four broad regions: (a) the Northeastern States, 
comprising the New England and Middle Atlantic Divisions; (b) 
the North central States, comprising the East North Central and 
west North central Divisions; (c} the south, com:Prising the south 
Atlantic, East south central, and West South central Divisions; 
and (d) the west, com:Prising the Mountain and Pacific Divi
sions. Most of the statistics given here for the United States 
as a whole are given also for each of the four regions in order 
to facilitate the analysis of regional variations in income 
distribution. Certain of the data are also presented separate
ly for the nine geographic divisions, and summary statistics 
are presented for States and for cities of 250,000 or more. 

Practically all of the statistics in this report are pre
sented separately for urban and for rural areas of the United 
states. In addition, statistics for rural-farm and rural-n~n
farm areas are presented separately in table 10. Urban PO:PU
lation, as defined by the Bureau of the Census, is in general 
that residing in cities and other incorporated places having 
2,500 inhabitants or more. The remainder of the population is 
classified as rural, and is subdivided into the rural-farm 
population, which comprises all rural residents living on farms, 
without regard to occupation, and the rural-nonfarm population, 
comprising the remaining rural population. 

1 



2 THE LABOR FORCE-SAMPLE STATISTICS 
Data for the urban and rural areas of the four regions are 

presented only in a fev1 or the tables in this report but are 
available in unpublished form for most of the tables. (See 
"Availability of unpublished data" below.) 

DEF'IHITIONS OF TERMS AND EXPLANATIONS 

WAGE OR SALARY INCOME AND HECEIPT Jli' OTHER INCOME IN 1939 

kind, receipts !!'om the sale of farm products, rents, int ere 
dividends, unemploy.'nent compensation, direct re J. :!.et, old-I 
assistance, pensions, annuities, royal ties, and regular Ci 

tributions from persons other than members o:f' the 1Jl1Jll6dil 
family. Otrier income does not include receipts 1 n the ro:z;; 
lump-sum insurance settlements, occasional gifts or goo ri: 
money, inheritances, receipts or profits from the S8.le of Pe1 
ertfes (unless the person earned his living by bUY inE; and s 
ing such properties), or reimbursements for -r.rave J. expenses t 

In the present report, stat is tics for persons 1.'or wnom 0 
In 1940, inquiries concerning income were made for the first receipt or nonreceipt of ot!ier income was not repor~ed are c r 

time :l.n the histol']! of the Population census, in order to pro- bined with those for persons with other income of ~p50 or' m~! 
vide statistics regarding the adequacy of employment and the Th1s pPocedure was followed in order to prevent tJ-Je statiS 
economic well-being of the people. All persons 14 years old on wage or salary income for persons priroarilY ctepenctent UP, 
and over, except inmates of specified institutions,• were asked such income from being affected by the inclusion ot:' any pers~: 
to report: who may have had more than 1~50 or income from nonwage sou: b: 

1. The amount of money wage or salary income received in Since the majority or tl1e persons failing to .report pr~ a ; 
11139. {Persons who received salaries over $5000 were re- had no other income, the result of this combination 5 

1; 
quired only to report that they received more than that understatement of the number of individuals wi tnout oth~!' d 1 
amount.) come. This is especially significant tor persons c1assi1' e 111 

2. Whether income amounting to $50 or more wa.s rece,j,vad, not in t11e labor force, a relatively large number ot:' whom ra nc 
in 1939 from sources other than money wages or salari-es-;- to answer t!1e income questions. Unfortunately, 1 t was t 
The second question was included in order to identify those feasible to make separate tabulations for persons wno !ail.ed < 

persons whose incomes were: practically limited to receipts report on the receipt of other income, except in the case 
from wages or salaries. Toe question called ror a simple wage or salary workers. (See table III, on page 4 • ) 
answer of "yes" or "no" and did not call tor the exact amount 
of nonwage income, because of the very considerable additional 
bltrden of enumeration that suarJ a question would have entailed. 
The limit for the question on other income was set at $50 on 
the assumption that a lower 'limit would have caused many per
sons whose nonwage income was negligible to be classified with 
persons who had substantial nonwage income, and that a higher 
limlt, such as ~100, would have excluded from the group havirig 
other income certain persons whose nonwage income represented 
a slgnificant part of their total income. The classification 
of persons v.1 th low wage or salary incomes as ''Without other 
income" when they received between $50 and $100 in nonwage in
come might have led to erroneous conclusions regarding their 
purchasing power and economfo status. 

Wage or salary income. - Wae,e or salary income, as defined 
for the 1940 census, includes all money recelved in 1939 in 
compensation for work or services performed as employees, in
cluding comnissions, tips, piece-rate payruents, bonuses, etc., 
as well as receipts commonly referred to as wages or· salaries. 
The value of income received in kind, such as living quarters, 
meals, clothir.g, etc., is not inclttded. 

The income reported was tile total wages or salaries before 
deductions were made ror Old-Age InslJrance, Rall road Ret1ra
ment, or unemployment Compensation. In community property 
states (Arizona, Californfa, Idaho, Louisiana, Nevada, Ne1y 
lt.exi co, Oklahoma, Texas, and Washineton) moner wages or salaries 
were assigned to the person who earned them and were not di
vided between trie husband and wife. 

The entunerators were instrlJcted to enter "0" for a person 
who had no v;a,ge or salary income in 1939. As a precaution 
against inconsistent entries, the following items were listed 
in tlle instructions to enumerators as types of income tc be ex
cluded from wage or salary income: ( 1) Earnings of businessmen, 
farmers, or professional persons derived from business profits, 
sale of crops, or fees; (2) sums received as unemployment com
pensation; (3) direct 'relief or charity; (4) income in kind, 
such as living quarters, meals, and supplies, even though re
ceived as payment ror work performed; (5) sums received for 
travel and expenses incurred in travel; and (6) income from any 
source specifically listed as a source of other income. 

The enumerators were told ttat in some instances informants 
might not knov: the annual earnings or household members, but 
might know the number of weeks worked and the weekly wage so 
that annual earnings could be computed. Many wage or salary 
entries were computed in this fashion. 

Most of the tables presented here show the median wage or 
salary income ror the various groups included in the tables 
The median wage or salary income is the amount which divides 
the group receiving such 1ncome into tv,-o equal par,ts, one having 
incomes above t.be median, and the ott1er having incomes below 
the median. The medians here presented relate to persons who 
reported that they received one dollar or more of wage or 
salary income in 1939. 

Receipt or other income. - Other income includes all income 
other than money wases or salaries, such as income from roomers 
or boarders, business profits, professional fees, income in 

3 These nspecified" institutions comprise the fclloWinr: tyPes~ Penal 
institutions, hospitals for the mentullY diseased or defective, and 
hrune.s for the aged, infirni, and needy. 

T&.l>le I. POPULATION 14 YEii.RS OLD AND OVER (EXCEPT I::f INSTITUTIONS} al 
1940, BYVIAGE OR SALARY IHCOME AND RECEIPT OF OTHER INCOll!ll IN l.!l 
FOR TltE UNITED STATES 

[statisticrs baaed on n 5-percont sample] 

l'OPOW\T!ON 14 AND OVE!l 
(EXCF.l"t IN INSTI'!UTIONS) 

PE!tCEN'I' 
P:ISTRIBUTIOll 

WAGE OR SAlJ\RY INCOME 
Mm RECEIPr OF O'l'!lER 

INCOME IN 1939 

TOTAL 

'fot!J.l 

Net in 
In labor labor 
force 1 force 

l&i.rch 1940 Me.r~h 1 g40 

Toto1 
In Hot- i 

lnbo.r labo.r 
torce rorc--e 

Total persons ..... , .. ,., •i-9:'.:9~,~8?:_:3'..!_,~40:'.':0'l.5:'.2':.!,_:9~Bc'.!.,'.'..:28::;0+4~&'.!.•.'.'.:90"..'.?2.,1!:2~0~l.:;O=:::O~.~O=-j'-;:;;--;:f---;;-: 
~'Ii t11 wnzc or salal'y incomo. , .. , 40, 006 1 400 38 J 314, 980 l, &91, 420 :~; ~ 

100.0 ii){).• 

?2.3 3 ... 1 

~Ii thout wa(:e or salary income,, 48 1 785 1 380 ll, 998 1 840 S6, 79e,, 54Q 
Not reported,.,,,,., .. ,,., .... , ll, 081, 020 2, 662, 460 s, 419,160 11. l. 

. With was;e or salary income. 
~l to $99 ..... ,, ... ,,, ..... ,.,. 
•100 to $199 .................. . 
;k!oo to l,\399 ................. .. 
.P<!OO to :i;!599., • •. , •• , •.••.• , , •• 
$600 to $799 •• ,. ... ,, ..... ,, ... 
$800 to $999, ............ ,. , • ,. 
$1,000 to $1,999 ............. .. 
~2 1 000 and ove1'. •••...•. •.•.••• 

l.fedian,, ........ , , . , (dollaPs),. 

•111TiloUT OTllER INCOME 

40,006,400 38,314,960 
2,155,220 l,682,840 
2,920,280 2,629,120 
5,624,99.0 5,293,360 
4,?5'7,900 4,579,000 
4,801,780 4,0'll.400 
3,739,500 8,658,700 

11,669,GSO ll,516 1 100 
4,3:3? ,060 4,294,460 

7S9 816 

1,691,4-20 
4?2,SSO 
291,160 
331,620 
170, 900 
130,380 
ao,ooo 

153,580 
521600 

250 

1.00.0 
5.4 
7.3 

:L4.:l. 
l.l.. 'i) 
1.2.0 

9.3 
29.2 
io.s 

22.6 78.• 
5.11 l.?.! 

100j0 l.00.1 
1,1 £'7.\ 
6,S ].?.! 

lS.O ].9,1 
12.0 J..O~i 

l2.2 '?.'i 
9,5 4., 

30,l 9,1 
11 • .?. s.1 

. . 

Total :persons., .. , .. , ... . ~7::;0~,::_94:'.2'.!.•'.'.'.82:_::0l3:'.:7~,_::l:::,:23~,::3.6:;:0+:33'...!'.:81::9'.!'.:46::CO+l.:.:O:;'.O~.-';:O,--t-;;;;'-;;\--:;-;: 
:vitb wace or salary income •••.. 33 1?70,GO! 32 1 406 1 960 113153,620 4?.,._6 
i'lithout wage or salary income .. 33,975,641 3,975,460 30,000,~60 4-7.._9 
Uot reported .. ,,,, ..... , .. , .. ,, 3 1196 1 58( 740 1900 2 1 455 1080 4. 5 

100,{} l00,0 

87,3 4.0 

With iva,ge or sa.la.J:>y income. 33 1770 1 60C :32.,405,990 
$1 to $99 .......... .• , ,. ...... , l,?22,30C l,316,820 
~~~100 to $199... ..... .... .. . ... . 2,354,100 2 1119,400 
~00 to ~399 .. ••...... , . . •• .. . • 4,55? 1 980 4,298,020 
~400 to *599 ...... ............. 4 1 010,840 3,868,0SO 
~coo to ~?99 .......... ......... 4,179,780 4,077 1 600 
~00 to -*999, ..... , ............ 3,288,SOC 3 1 223,040 
.;;:,i,ooo to ~l,999, ... ........... lo,2.ro,120 10 1 121,oao 
~2 1 000 oncl over, .....•.. , •. ,,.. 3,41S,5SI 3,362 1940 

Uedia.n ..... ... , , , , .. (dollarn).. 801 832 

WIT!! OTHER lNCOl!Jl1 

l,3U.3,620 J_OO.O 
tJ:Q5 I 49Q 5,. 1 
234,700 ? • 0 
259,960 1.3.& 
1'12,76.Q. l..1 .. 9 
io2 ,1ao i2 .. 4-

05,260 9.,.? 
119,640 30,. 3 

33,640 l.0.1 

2s2 

1'otal persons •........... 28,930,580 15,842 1 920 13,0S?,660 l.00.0 

With wage or salary income ..... 6,Z35,800 5,90B,ODO 32?,SOO 21 ... 6 
}\.'ithout wag.lj or salary income., 14)809 1 '740 8 1 013 ,360 6,'!9&,360 51. 2 
Not .reported ............. h•••• ?,885,040 1,$:121,560 5 1963,400 27.3 

With wage or salary 1noome. 
1'l to $99 •• "" "" " .. "."" • 
~100 ta ~199 ..•.... ,, ..• ,., .... 
~200 to i299, ..... , , .. , , . , .. , , , 
$100 to :ll590 .. , ....... , ... , . , .. 
~600 tQ ~799" •• "." " '. " ' ... 
$800 to ~999 ...... ,,, ......... , 
Cl,ooo to Sl,999,, ...... ...... . 
$2,DOO and over, ............. ,. 

Median .............. {doilar$) •. 

0,235,800 
432,920 
566,180 

l 10871000 
?4?,060 
522~000 
451, zoo 

1,428,960 
9Z0,480 

696 

5,9oa,ooo 
366,020 
509, 120 
995, 340 
?1.0, 920 
593 1 800 
4351660 

l,.'.'395,020 
901, 520 

?25 

32?,SOO l.00.0 
66,900 6.9 
5614.60 9 ... 1 
71,660 1?.1 
~6,HO 12.0 
28,200 l.O. 0 
15,540 ?.2 
33,940 22.9 
lB,960 l.4. a 

313 -

1 Includes statistics for persons far whom the receipt or n-onrenei.pt 
come in 1939 was not re orted. • 

lO,? es.? 
2.0 7,2 

1-00.0 lOO.O 
4,1 29'.'1 
&,5 l.7,2 

13.3 l.\l.l 
11.9 l.0.5 
12.6 ?.5 

9.9 4.e 
:ll.~ l!.a 
10,4 2.5 

. -

.l.()(),0 lOO,O 
37.3 ~.5 
!5().6 5l,9 
12,l 45.6 

l.00.0 100,() 
6.2 20,4 
s,6 l?.2 

lG.O 21.~ 
12.0 .u .a 
lO,l a.i; 

7,1 4.? 
23,B 10.4 
15,3 ~.6 

. -
of' otlier 1r~ ... 



INTRODUCTION 3 
EMPLOYMENT STATUS .AND CLASS OF WORKEh 

The class1f1cat1on by employment· status ln the 1940 census 
of Population was obtained from questions regarding the activi
ty during the weak Of March 24 to 30, 1940, of all persons 14 
years old and over. These questions permitted a classification 
into two large groups; (a) Persons in the labor force, in
cluding those at work, those with a job but temporarily absent 
from work, those on public emergency work, and those seeking 
work; and (b) persons not in the' labor force, including those 
engaged in own home housework, those in school, those unable 
to work, inmates of institutions, other persons not ln the 
labor force, and those whose employment status was not re
ported. 

All persons 14 years old and over. - A sUJmnary of wage or 
salary income data by receipt of other income is shown in table I, 
above, for all persons 14 years old and over other than those 
in specified institutions. The table is presented in terrr.s of 
broad wage or salary income intervals above $1000 because the 
more detailed intervals shown !or the labor force in later 
tables were not tabulated for persons outside the labor rorce. 
Of ttie 99,900,000 persons 14 years old and over (except tt1ose 
in institutions), 40,000,000 reported that they received some 
wages or salaries during 1939, 48,800,000 reported no income 
from these sources, and 11,100,000 failed to report whether or 
not they received wage or salary income. Probably relatively 
few of this last group actually received wage or salary income, 
since 8,400,000 of them were not ln the labor force, "and 
l.,700,000 were persons in the labor force other than wage or 
salary workers or persons on public emergency work (tables I 
and II), 

A total of 70,900,000 of the 99,900,000 persons 14 years old 
and over reported that they did not receive income amounting to 
$50 or more rrom sources other than wages or salaries during 
1939, The remaining 28, 900, 000 ei the·r reported that they re
ceived other income or failed to report. Although no count of 
the persons who failed to report is available, it is estimated 
that the number of such persons was approximately 6 or 7 mil
lion. -At least half of those who failed to report ·on the re
ceipt of other income were housewives and students who probably 
had no such income. 

Persons in the labor force. -- The various categories of per
sons in the labor force are defined more precisely below. 

Rmployed (except on public emergency work). - The group 
classified as employed includes two subgroups: (a) "At 
work"--persons who worked for puy or profit at any time dur
ing tte week of r.Iarct: 24 to 30, 1940, in private work or 
nonemergency Federal, State, or local government work, or 
assisted without pay on ti fa.mily farm or in a family busi
ness; and (b) "With a job but not at work"--persons not 
actually at work and not seeking v;ork during tr,e week of 
Marctr-24 to 30, 1940, but with jobs, businesses, or profes
sional enterprises from which they were temporarily absent 
be cause of vacation, illness, industrial dispute, bad \Wlather, 
or lay-off not exceeding 4 weeks with definite instructions 
to return to work on a specific date. The group "Employed 
(except on public emergency work)" includes not only em
ployees but also proprietors, farmers, other self-employed 
persons, and unpaid family worlcers. 

On public emergency work. -This category includes persons 
who, during the wee le of March 24 to 30, 1940, were at work 
on, or assigned to, public emergency work projects conducted 
bY tbe Viort Projects Administration (WPA), the National 
Y'Outh Administration (!WA), the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC} , or State or local work relief agencies. 
In the interpretution of the data for persons on public 

eme!"gency work, allowance must be m13-de for tt.e misclassification 
in tLe census returns of considerable numbers of public emer[en
cy workers. Among tr.e rectors that were ;esponsible for th~ 
misclassification were confusion on the part of tl!e enumerators 
and respondents regarding ttie classificl.tion. of certain types 
or public emergency work, and reluctance on the part of some 
persons to report that they were on emergency work. 

The most common type of misclassificution was the reporting 
of emergency workers as "at wort" rio.tt:er ti.rm as "on public 
emergency work," Persons on tile !WA Studen~ \"iork Progra:n were 
verv frequently returned as in school ana net in the labor 
:ror~e. There is also evidence that a consict'erable number or 
emergency ViOrkers were classified as seeldni; v:orf:.. 

In tL is report tile income data for persons classified as 
being on public emergenc~' v:ork are presented separately fron 
tlrn data for private or nonemere,ency c,overnment workers, since 
both the v:ai::e rates and the amount of emplo;'lllent of the former 
group v:ere determined 11y the policies or the various emerr.ency 

work programs. In interpreting the data for persons on public 
emergency work, it should be remembered that sirlce the classi
fication was based on activity during the census week, a con
siderable portion of the wage or salary income reported by 
these persons may have heen derived from nonemergency employ
ment during 1939. Conversely, the data ror private or non
emergency government workers include some wages or salaries 
derived from public emergency work during 1939. 

Seeking work.~ This category represents persons without 
work of any sort in the week ot March 24 to 30, 1940, who 
were actively seeking work during that week. The group 
seeking work was subdivided into experienced workers and 
new workers, the latter being persons who had not previously 
worked full time for one month or more. Persons seeking 
work for whom a report on work experience was lacking were 
classified as experienced workers. 

Experienced persons in labor force (except on public 
emer enc work • - This category includes employed persons 
except on public emergency worlc) and persons seeking work 

other than new workers. 
Tables 7 and 10 show data for all experienced persons in the 

labor force (except on public emergency work). Tables 3 to 6, 
8, 9, 11, and 12 are limited to those experienced persons 
(except on public emergency work) who were classified as wage 
or salary workers in March 1940. 

The data tor employed persons (except on public emergency 
work) and for persons seeking work have been combined in the 
present report, since the distinction between the two groups is 
based on activity during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940, 
whereas the income data refer to the calendar year 1939. Many 
persons who were seeking ~erk at the time of the census had 
been employed throughout 1939, and many of those who were em
ployed at the time of the census had worked only intermittently 
during 1939. Income statistics for the two employment status 
categories are available, separately, in unpublished form. 
(See "Availability or unpublished data" below.) 

Class-of-worker distribution of the labor force. - The ex
perienced labor force is further subdivided according to class 
of worker in the census classification. For emplcyed workers 
and for persons on public emergency work, the classification by 
class of worker refers to their current work or job during the 
week of March 24 to 30, 1940. For experienced workers seeking 
work 1 t refers to the last job of one roonth or rrore. The com
position of each category ls described below. 

wage or salary workers. - This class consists or persons 
who, in their current or last job, worked as employees !or 
wages or salary (in cash or kind). It includes not only 
factory operatives, laborers, clerks, etc., who worked for 
wages, but also persons working ror tips or ror room and 
board, salesmen and other employees \\Orking for commissions, 
and salaried business managers, corporation executives, and 
government officials. Persons in the labor force for whom 
class o'! worker was not reported have been included among 
wage or salary workers, unless there was evidence to the 
contrary. 

Employers and own-account workers. - This group consists 
of persons who, in their current or latest work, operated 
their own business enterprises. It includes not only the 
owner-operators of large stores and manufacturing establish
ments, but also small merchants, independent craftsmen, 
farmers, professional men, peddlers, and other persons con
ductin~ enterprises of their own. It does not include 
manage~s paid to operate businesses owned by other persons 
or by corporations; such workers are classified :;is wage or 
salary workers. 

unpaid family workers, -This class is composed of persons 
who assisted without pay on farms or in stores or other 
enterorises operated by other members of their ramilies. 

·The great majority of unpaid family workers are farm 
laborers. 
Since relatively few employel's, own-account workers, and .un

paid family workers received wages or salaries in 1939, the 
statistics for these class-of-worker groups are not shown 
separately in this report. 

statistics on waee or salary income and receipt of other in
come in' 1939 fer the labor force are shown 1n table 1, Thes! 
statistics are summarized below in table II, which present~ 
data for the rollowine major groups of workers: Wage or salary 
workers eneaged in private or nonemergency government work; 
persons on public emer[ency work; and other ~ersons in the 
labor force ( 1. e. , employers, own-account v.orkers, unpai~ 
family workers, and new workers) . Table !I shows, for each o 
tliese mc,Jor groups, distributions by wage or salary income and 
b;1 receipt of other i!"lcome in 1939. 



4 THE LABOR FORCE-SAMPLE STATISTICS 
Table II. PEHi;OlW r;; THE LABOR FORCE Ill MARCH 1940' BY \VAGE OR SALARY 

!?:~c!.IB r:; 1939 IJ:D BY RECEIPT OF OT!IER INCOME IN 1939' BY SEX. FOR 
-:;1::: u:aTED S'!',;S!~ 

l'EJW(J:JS IN l./illOR FORCE, w.RC!l 1940 PERCENT. DISTRIBUTICI! 
W11CE CR $;.:.;,RY 
Ui1~(Jl\t; w 1%9, 

fu;(;JIIP'l' uF Cllli!:R 
lN~GMr. lN l'i39, 

,.'l!J SEX 

TOTAL 

':'at.al persor.G 

'Sit.~1 wage er cnl:1ry 
tncone •.•••.••.•• 

·,;tt!.:iLit W8"El or 
fJllary inocr.!J •••• 

,, ~" re,,.:::::otej.,., ••• 

',fi!~ W!) :P. or 
S:..l'.Jr~J 1r.~o ~e 

'; ~ .. /.;19 •••••••••• ,, ,,,.11?9 ••••••• 
t' ~.;~~ :i ••••••• 

..,'l.1..(1 ta ~'.Li ... , •••• 
~~\}J tr, ..,7J'J •• ,, ••• 
.,..::\)(~ to \($\1~ ••••••• 

to .,;..l,l'J3 ••• 
to :,..1,~':iG- ... 
t~l -;;:, !;.'~(! ••• 

ttJ ... l,":iJ ••• 

" , .. l,93;1, •• 

t.o :;\495 ••• 
!..O ~:: 1 9lj\i,,, 
to ,;.4,9;1g.,. 
or.d o'<"er •••• 

:~e:Jla!' .•••. (.:folhra) 

Totnl 

e~ 1 st:i£.. 1 :,,ieo 

38,314,960 

ll, IJS.3,840 
::. 1 ::6~ 1 4CO 

(!J.~lit-,GOO 
l,i;~f.!,6·10 
~.r.:~::;.120 
.:,::·.'.J,~£0 

°' 1 J?\l 10JO 
4,t?l,400 
o,t:na,7oo 
::i,:~;..:1~HQ 

il,07:3,060 
:;,407,:130 
i,:.:~,,a.;o 

l,':.021900 

::l,106.940 
:-.io::,3i:O 
%1,900 
4.13,::co 

616 

'~\::r.ul il"'rsa::~, .21 9ce 1 2BO 

·'ll t::,,,ut other 1ne~ 3? ,l.:::3,360 
With o;ttr 1ncome1• 15,642,920 

= 
l'ctnl persona 311 1 9.:a,eoo 

WH!: wu.~·e nr salary 
1".come ••••••••••• ::::,no!J,COO 

;1it.:iout WA£• or 
salary irtc:ome •••• 'l>,591,640 

rot re;ort.ed,, .••• , P.,ll.? 1 \it:O 

·,·[01r:e 'Jr 
aala..ry 
workers 

{exr.. 
emers.) 

38,322,420 

34,762,300 

2,6?:.l,440 
eae,6eo 

34,?62,300 
l,:?'77 ,P.80 
2,203,520 
4,430 ,840 
3,899,380 
4,?.41,000 
3,4?~l,840 

3,110,l!:O 
2,9n,s20 
:::,fi:.k3,Z40 
1 1 ~?3 1 8CO 
l,"Ji3;240 

2,039,9ZO 
'7?1 15W 
91~ t 740 
350,000 

677 

38,322,420 

31,1::.&:taao 
6,595,540 

27,4~,200 

25,183,880 

1,662,:340 
611,98<1 

W&ge or Persona Other 
salll.ry on ~fl.OD& 

Persons OthAr 
on :publi~ persons 
ener(.lency in labor workers publio in 

(axe, emerg. labc.ir 
emerg, / work f'oroe work force 

2,452,440 12,191,420 100,0 100,0 100.0 

2,;:;02 1000 1,349,880, 90,7 e9,e 11,l 

191,'700 9,123,?00 7,0 7.8 74.e 
57, 940 1,717,840 2.3 2,4 14,l 

2,202,soo l,349,eao 100.0 100,0 100.0 
209,100 196,460 3. 7 9,5 14.6 
263, 400 1621 200 6,3 12.0 12.0 
641,220 221,300. 12,7 29.l 16,4 
5<.C,580 143,040 11.2 24.8 10.6 
3:22,660 l06,e60 12,2 14.6 7 .9 
108,220 77,640 10.0 4,9 5.e 

44, 390 80,340 e.9 2.0 6,0 
21,!l20 ?l, 920 e.6 LO 5. 3 
15,320 53,820 6,7 0.7 4.0 

7,·100 16,560 3,7 0,3 l,2 
0,:300 31,340 4.2 0.4 2,3 

8 1 760 58' 260 5.9 0,4 4,3 
2,S~O 28,000 2.2 O.l 2,l 
2,540 45, 660 2,6 0.1 3,4 

760 56 ,440 LO 4.2 
396 533 

2,452,440 12,191,420 100,0 100,0 100.0 
21006 1840 3,389,640 e2.e ei.e 27,6 

«5, 600 B,801 1 780 17.2 18,2 72,2 

2,003,540 10,497 ,oso 100,0 100,0 100,0 

1,824,140 l,200,980 91.7 91.0 11.4 

133,?20 7,786,280 6,1 6,6 74.2 
46,160 1,509,600 2.2 2.3 14,4 

Tot111 p6r:=Jons :3i.l,~.Jd 1 U\JO t:.'.' 145B 1200 2,003,MO 10,497 1060 100,0 100,0 100,0 

:nthoutothtrincome .'.1~1 1 516 1 88,1r:~:,5'34,3001,621.,800 21 G00,780 82 1 2 80,9 25,1 
With other tnot111W1• 13 1141,920 4,893,900 361,740 7 1866

1
280 l?,8 19.l 74,9 

'l'otril perji.;n!!. 1~ 1 0M 1 4(J 0 l\J,864,2~0 441:3,900 1,694,360 100,0 100.0 100,0 
\:.'1th wave ar ealnry 

illCP.M.,.,,,, •• ,, 
·•it1:Jut wn ~t or 

lC·,V1:,,3DO u,mr:.\420 378,660 l4e, 900 00,2 64,4 e.a 
Ille.lat",; tncom•,,,, !:: 1 1C17 1 QQO 1,011,108 58,480 l,:13?,420 9,3 13,0 78,9 !lo:t re;·orte1, •••• , , '°714,tO(.l ~"4,?00 11,'ltia ~08,040 2,5 2,6 12.3 

'fu:tt1l rierson~ 13,ii'.i? ,4i3 ,, 10,86-t,2:'.?0 ~48, 900 1,694,360 100,0 100,0 100,0 
;','lti:01.1,t ct.'1.fr 1n:aime 1u,;)·~0,4<l•J 'J,16:!1580 305,040 758,860 64,3 e5,8 44,e '!Ii t:i otner 1ncorn.el. 2 1 ?Ol,000 l,'7'Jl,6•i0 63 ,860 935,500 15.7 14.2 55,2 

1 
lnt:h14N at&t.111t1~s tor per!lons !'or wt.om the re~e!pt or nonreoeipt of other in

:;Jl'll.e in ,1.11;~9 W.3 not .re,;;orten. 

Ot the 53,000,000 per8ons in the labor force in March 1940, 
38,300,000, or 72,3 percent, reported that they received some 
wage or salRl"J income during 1939. They comprised 34,800,000 
pr1V!!te or nonamergency goverrunent workers, 2,200,000 persons 
on public emergency work, and l,300,000 other persons in the 
labor rorce. The last group includes employers and own-account 
workera who received wages or salaries in addition to their 
entrepreneurial or prctess1onal income, as, tor example, tarm
ers wr~ supplement~d their tarm income by occasional wage work 
or; Miit:ways or on otl.er tarms. It also includes persons who 
had workeo tor w1;res or salaries during all or part or 1939 but 
hM chlinirea ta nom:ege emrloyment prior to the census week. 

'!'Mre \\SN 12,000,000 pArsons who reported that they re
ceived r.o wee-~ er sale!"'; lnc.:>me in 1939 end 2, 700,000 who failed 
to report on wage or salary innome, 

Tlie ~roport1oru; or persons in the labor force who.received 
nr~ Jr sal11r;,- incomu and. who 1•ece1ved other income in 1939 
a1rtertc rrt&tlY as betv.een wage or salary workers and other 
clu:e$ ot >:tirsons ln the labor rorce. Wages or salaries were · 
Nlce1v<1 by >iO. 7 percer.t ot tlle wage or salary workers (except 
c;:·: i:u:::1c e~ergenc~· v.ork) and by 89 .8 percem; of the emergency 
~.cr1:11rs, as coi::pr.r~ct '.'11th only ll.l percent ot the other per
r·:;n ht itlf• later t:orce. In contrast, the proportions report
trr u•~.~r 1mo::>e .;r tlso or ;;iore (or tailing to report on other 
! ~.~,)~re i '·•: ~·e cnl·.: 17.:: per~ent tor wage or salary workers and 

only 18. 2 percent ror emergency workers, as compared with 72 .2 
percent ror other persons in the labo.r rorce. 

Of the wage or salary workers reported as receiving no money 
wage or saia:rY income in. 1939, about two-fif~hs reported the 
receipt or other income and thus might have received all their 
income in kind or might have shifted rrom own-account work in 
1939 to worlc ror wages in 1940. (See table III.) The remain
der or the group represents in part those who were unemployed 
or outside the labor rorce in 1939 and in part those whose In
come or class-of-worker designation was incorrectly reported, 

Table III WAGE OR SALARY WOllKERS (EXCEPT ON EMERGENCY WORK:) IN MARCH 
1940, 

0

BY WAGE OR SALARY INCOME AND RECEIPT OF OTHER INCOME IN 1939, 
FOR THE UNITED STATES 

WAGE Oil SALAllY WORRERS (EXOEPr ON PERCJ!:ln' DISTRIBUTIQN 
!WEROJ!NOY WORK) , llAllCH 194.0 

WAOE OR SALARY 
lleo. or WithoU1 Witll Oth•r INCOME: IN 1939 Without With other in- tnoo=o 

Total other other oomo not. . other other not 
inoome income reported income inaomo rptd. 

Total peraons. as, 322,420 31,726,880 6 1801, 940 793,600 lOO,O 100,0 ioo.o 
With wage or ealary 

income., •• , •••••• ; 34, 762, 300 29,81'1,800 4,590,940 853,560 94.0 711,l H,5 
Without .wnge pr 

2, 673, 440 l,691,720 l,OBB,940 10,760 5,0 10,3 2.~ salary income. , , •• 
1,0 8,6 53.l Not r.eported.,.,,, •• ee6 ,seo 317,360 146,060 421, 260 

With wage or 
4,590,940 353,560 100.0 100,0 100,0 salary income. 34,762,SOO 29,e17 ,eoo 

$1 to $99,,. ........ 1,277,200 1,066,100 196,340 lfl,640 3,6 4,3 4,5 
24, 940 6,2 7,4 7.l $100 to $199,. ...... 2,203,520 l,e37,l60 341,420 

1.3.3 15,6 14.6 $200 to $399 .... ,, .. 4,430,840 3,662,420 716,760 51, 680 
(\400 to i59 9 ........ 3,689, 380 3,316,960 529,560 42,860 11.1 ll,ij 12.l 
too to 799 ........ 4,241,eeo 3,72$ 1 660 473 ,B20 45 ,aao 12.5 10,3 12,8 

00 to $999., ...... 3,47Z 1840 3,077,740 359,760 35' 320 10.3 7,B 10,0 

$1,000 to $1,199,,,. 3,110,120 2,779,400 300,BBO 29,840 9,3 6,6 e.1 
~1,200 to $1,399.,,. .e,979,820 2,639,9eo 312,820 27 ,020 B,9 e,a ?,6 
$1,400 to $1, 599 .... a,asa,240 2,067,300 249,BBO Bl,060 6.9 5,4 6,Q 
~l,600 to $1,799 .... 1,273,860 1,117,700 146,000 10,160 3,7 D,2 2.9 
$1,eoo to $r,999 .... l,~63,340 1,266,880 les' 440 11,520 4,2 4.0 3,S 

$2,ooo to $2,499 .... 2,039,920 1,7se,040 2e1,oeo 17 ,ado 5,G 6,ll 5,0 
$2,BOO to $2,999.,., 771,620 635 ,560 129 ,480 5,480 2.1 2,8 1.e 
¥3,000 to $3,999 .... 713 ,040 550,500 155, ?40 5,800 l.e 3,4 1,9 
$4,000 to $4,999 .... 200, 700 142,400 55, 900 2,400 0,5 1.2 0.1 
$5, 000 and over. , ••• 356 ,ooo l9e ,1eo 153 '040 4,4BO O,? 3, s 1,3 

Median ••••• (dollars) e17 8e5 82l. 7e3 - - -
Unpaid family workers and new workers .accounted ror most ot 

the group of "other persons in the labor force" who reported 
that they did not receive $50 or more or income during l!l39 
from sources other than money wages or salaries. The group 
also includes some employers and own-account workers who shifted 
from wage work in 1939 to own-accciunt work in 1940, and some 
persons who were totally unemployed during 1939. 

Wage or salary workers.- Wage or salary workers are the class 
!or which the data on wage or salary income are most a1gn1t1-
cant, and the class in whicl'. were round the great bulk or the 
recipients or wages or salaries in 1939. 

Not only are the1income data more signiricant for wage or 
salary workers than ror other groups but they are also more re
liable, Since wages or salaries represented the nonnal type ot 
compensation of wage or salary workers, there was likely to be 
lass conrus1on on the part of the enumerator between income 
from wages or salaries and income from nonwage sources tor 
these workers than ror own-account and other workers. Partly 
as a l'esult or this ractor, incomplete reporting of income was 
much less common among wage or salary workers than among other 
groups, Only 2.3 percent or the wage or salary workers (except 
on public emergency work) railed to report on wage or salary 
income, and only 2.1 percent !ailed to report on the receipt ot 
other income. In contrast, among persons in the labor torce 
other than wage or salary workers, the proportion with no report 
on wage or salary income was 14. l percent (tables II and III)• 
This relatively high proportion was in part the result of the 
fact that some enumerators erroneously believed that the ques
tion on wage or salary income was 1neippl1cable to groups other 
than wage or salary workers, 

or the 38,300,000 wage or salary workers (except on public 
emergency work), more than four-fifths, or 31, 'i'CO ,000, were 
mainly dependent on wages or salaries. Only 5,B00,000 reported 
that they received $50 or more o:r other income, an1 800,000 
railed to report on the receipt or nonreceipt or other income, 
(See table III,) 

The wage or salary distribution for the workers with other 
income ditrers considerably from that tor the workers w1 thout 
such income, Those with other income are more highly concen
trated at both ends ot the wage or salary income scale than the 
workers who received only wage or salary income, For persons 
at the lower end or the wage or salary income scale, other in" 
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income consisted primarily of direct relief payments and income 
in kind, such as food, clothing and lodging, whereas for per
sons at the upper end of the scale it consisted mainly of 
rents, interest, dividends, and profits. ' 

Urban-rural differences in wage or salary distribution are 
summarized below in table IV for the wage-or-salary-worker 
group. Nine-tenths of both urban and rural wage or salary 
workers reported that they received wage or salary income dur
ing 1939. In rural areas, however, the workers were more high
ly concentrated in the lower wage or salary braclcets than in 
urban areas. In interpreting the wage or salary statistics for 
urban and rural areas, it should be remembered that a much 
larger proportion of the rural than o't the urban wage-or-salary
income recipients reported supplementary income from other 
sources, and that a much higher percentage of the rural than of 
the urban labor force is outside the wage-or-salary-worker 
group, (See table l.) 

Table IV. WAGE OR SALARY WORKERS (EXCEPT ON EMERGENCY WORK) IN MARCii 
1940, BY WAGE OR SALARY INCOME IN 1939 1 FOR T!lE UNITED STATES, 
URBAN' AND R11RAL 

WAGE OR SALARY INCOl!E 
lN 19~9 

Total person.a . . , .. , . , , , ••.. 

With wasa or salary inoome ...•••. 
ifithout wage or ealary 111fome ••. , 
Uc.t. .reported • •••.. , , , ••.• , , , , •.• , 

With we.go or ee.lary income ••. 
$1 to 899 ....................... . 
$100 to $199 ............... ,, •••• 
$200 to $399 •• ,., .. ,,,., ........ , 
$400 to $599 ..... , ....... , ..... ., 
$500 to $799 ....... , ............ , 
tsao to $999 ....... , ............ , 

$1,000 to $1,199 ................. 
$1.,200 to $1,399 ................ , 
$1,400 to $1,~99,:, .............. 
~1,600 to ~l,799 ................. 
$1,600 to $1,999 ....... , ......... 

~'2.000 to 02,499 . ..... ' .•....•... 
~,500 to $2,999." .... ". " ••••• 
~3,000 to $3,999 ... , ............. 
~,ooo to ~4,9g9.,,, . ........... ~. 
$5,000 and over,.,, .. , .. ,.,,, .. , . 

Median •• ,,., •••. , .. ,,. {dollars)., 

WAGE OR SALARY WORKE!!S (ElCCEPr 
ON EMERGENCY WORK) , lli\llCH 1940 

Total Ui-b~n Rural 

PEROJlNT 
PIST!lil'IUTION 

Total Urban Rural 

ae,s22,420 27,133,620 ll,188,800 100.0 lOO.O lOO.O 

34,762,SOO 24,647,920 10,114~380 ~0.7 90,8 90,4 
2,673,440 l,9l2,440 76il.,OOO ·7,0 7.0 6.8 

0es,eeo 5'73 1260 313 1420 2,3 :211 2.s 

34,'762,300 24,64:7,920 10,114,380 100.0 100.0 100.0 
l,277,280 667,340 609,940 3.7 2.7 6.0 
.2,203,520 l,137,600 1,065,920 6,3 4,6 10,5 
4 0430,840 2,500 1120 l,900,720 12,7 10.3 18,8 
2,809,200 2,536,100 l,353,2eo 11.2 l0,3 13,4 
4 1 241 ,eso 2,987 1960 1 1 253,920 12.2 J.2.,1 12.4 
3,472,840 2,547,,040 9215,800 10,0 10,3 9,2 

3 ,110,100 2,399,020 711,100 80 9 9, 7 7,0 
2,979,820 2,329 ,0GO 600,760 8.6 9,4 6,4 
2,338,240 l,870, 200 468,040 6.7 7.6 4,6 
l,273 ,860 1 1010 1000 256,980 3.7 4.1 2.5 
l,463,340 1,177,360 P.65, 980 4,n 4.8 2.s 
2,039,920 1,699,460 340,460 5.9 6.9 3. 4 

771,500 650 '900 114,620 2.2 2,7 l,l 
713,040 6l4 1640 98,500 2.1 2. 5 l,0 
200,700 173,800 26,900 0.6 0.7 o. 3 
356,000 304,540 51,480 l.O l,2 0,5 

877 994 620 

Persons not in the labor force. -The questions v.:ith respect 
to iricome were not asked of the irunates of soecified insti tu
tions, comprising penal institutions, hospitals for the mental
ly diseased or defective, and homes for the aged, inf.irm, and 
needy, since the inmates of these institutions were considered 
as outside the. labor force regardless of their activity during 
the census week. These persons are therefore omitted from the 
nonlabor-force population for which income data are uresented. 
This leaves for the purposes or the present report a· nonlabor
force population made up of all persons 14 years old and over 
in the five classes descl'ibed below: 

Engaged in own home housework. - Persons primarily occu
pied With· their .own home housework. 

In school.- Persons enrol led in school. 
Unable to work. -Persons unable to work because of perma

nent disability, chronic illness, or old age. 
Otlier. - Persons reported as not in the labor force who 

were not engaged in own home housework, in school, oor unable 
to work. This group includes retired persons, persons who 
chose not to work, seasonal workers for Wllom the week of 
March 24 to 30, 1940, fell in an off season and who were not 
seeking worK, and persons who for any other reason were not 
in the labor force, 

Employment status not reported, - Persons ror whom the 
enumerators did not obtain enough information to determine 
whether they were in the labor force, and persons reported 
as not in the labor force but not assigned by enumerators to 
any of the specific classes listed above. 
Table v presents a summary of the data on wage or salary in

come and receipt of other income in 1939 for the various 
classes of persons not in the labor force. More detailed in
come data for these groups of persons are available in table 2 . 

Of .the 46, 900,000 persons not in the laoor force (other than 
tl1ose in specified institutions), only l, 700,000 reported that 
they received wages or salaries during 1939. Housewives and 
students together accounted for 1,000,000 of these wage recipi
ents. Their include women who were engaged in wage work durl,ng 
1939 but who dropped out of the labor force prior to tne 
cens~s week to take up housekeeping, hOusewives whO wor!ced fol" 
short periods dul'ing 1939, as, for example, at Christmas time, 
and students who were employed part time during the year 1939. 
The remaining 700, 000 represented seasonal workers., retired 
persons and others who had worked tor wages or salaries in 
1939 b~t were reported as outside the labor force at the time 
of the census. 

T_able v. PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOR FORCE (EXCEPT THOSE rN INSTITUTIONS) IN MARCH 1940, BY RECEIPT OF WAGE OR SALARY lNCOl.!E IN 193\l 
AND BY RECEIPT OF OTHER n!"COME IN 1939, BY SEX, FOR TEE UNITED STATES 

l'EllBONB NOT IN LABOR .!'ORCE, MARCH 1940 PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 

RECEIP!' OF WAGE OR SALARY Employ-
Engaged Employ-Ensezed 

Unable ment INCOME IN 1939, Rl:OEIP!' OF Unable ment in own ln Other statu9 
in own In to Othe.r status Total to O'llW! INCOllS IN 1939, J\ND BEX: Total 
home sahool home scnool work not work not housework houeework 

re.ported reportC'!ri 

TOTAL 

Total persons .... ,,,,, .. ,,,. 46,907,120 26,685,300 9,034,660 6,221,EOO l, 978 1 520 1 1 98?,HO 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 lOO.o 10::0.0 

298,-040 219,300 1'75 1 3UO s.o 2.5 3,l 5.? 11,l B.8 Wlth wage or salary income, .. , .. l, 691, 420 720, :JOO 278, 420 
62.5 75.8 79.9 79.1 213,5 '1'iitltout wage or salary ineomc, .. .36,796,540 23,662, 340 o,B50, 500 4,172,200 1,545,860 565,620 7B,4 

10,S r.2,7 751,260 .213' 360 1,245,l()O 17,9 15.0 21.1 14.-l Not reported,,,~,,, .• , •• , . , , .. , , 8,419,160 4,302,660 1,905, 720 

Total persons ... ~ , , , , , , , , , .. 46,907,120 28 .~85, 300 9,034,660 5, 221, 500 1,971:1,520 1,987,140 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 loo.o 

2 ,329' 340 794,740 G~9 1 720 72,l 79.2 80.5 44.6 40,2 35.P. Without other inoor.ie •• , , , , , • , .. , 38,819,460 22,719,760 7,2715,900 
27 ,9 20,a 19.5 05.4 59.B 64.B With other inoome1 ••• .•• ·, , , , , . , • 13,087,660 5 1 965 1540 1,758,760 Z,892 1160 1,183,780 1,287 ,420 

MALE 

Total _persona.,. , . , , . , . , , . , ,. 9,838,100 273 ,760 4,588,240 2-, 953' 400 1,200,540 822, 160 100.0 loo.a 100.o 100.0 100.0 loo·,o 

7.1 . 4.4 7.6 12.7 14.3 224, 940 15?., 880 117,22.0 7,3 With wage or salary income,, , , •• 7l4,7eO 19,860 200,sso 
ia1,060 71.8 75.1 74.8 1e.6 76.7 22.0 Without wage ol" salary income ••• 7,060,780 205\540 3,431,300 2:1322 ,560 920, 320 

17.8 20.a 13.7 10.6 63,7 Not reported • •• , , ••• , , .• , , • , , , •• 2.062,540 48,860 956, 560 405, 900 127 ·, 340 523, 680 21.0 

Total persons ... ,., .. ,,,, ..• 9 1 ~30 1 100 273,760 4,688,240 a ,953,400 l, 200, 540 822, 160 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100,0 

402,540 245,180 57.5 68.1 so.a 39.0 33.5 29.8 Without other inoQme, .. , , , .. , , •• 5,657,460 186, 360 3,670,220 l, 153, 160 
798,000 576, 980 42,5 31.9 20.0 £1.0 66,5 70.2 With other- 1noome1 ••••••.••••••• 4,180,640 87,400 918,020 l,800 1 240 

FDW.E 

Total persons ..... ,, ..... ,, .. 37,069,020 29,411,540 41446,420 ll, 268 100 777' 980 1,164:,9'80 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 lOO.o 100.0 

l.8 3,2 8,5 s.o 78,040. 73, 100 &6,420 58,140 2,6 2,5 
33.0 

With we.se or salary inoome .. , ... 976,640 700, 940 
80,2 82.6 76.9 81.5 80,4 3,419,220 1, 849, 640 625·, 540 384,600 

G2.0 
Without wage or salary in<Jomet, . 29,735,760 2:3 1458 1800 

86,020 722, 280 17.l 15.0 21,3 16.2 11.1 Not reported .. "' ..... ~ .............. 6,356,620 4,253,800 949,160 345, 360 

Total persons· •••• , • , , , , , , .. , 37,069,020 ile ,•11, 540 4,446,420 2 1 26B 1100 777' 900 1, 164, 900 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.D 

61.l 61.9 50.4 39.0 1,176,180 392,P.00 4M 1540 76.0 ?9.3 Without other income,.,,,,.,,, •• 28, 162, ooo 22,533,400 0,605,680 
20.7 18.9 48,l 49.6 61,0 840,740 l,091,900 385,760 710,440 24.0 With other 1noome1 ... , ••••••••••• B,907,020 5,87e,140 

red. 1 Includes statistioe for persons !'or 'Whom the reoeipt o;r nonreoeipt oi' other income in 1939 was not r-epo t 
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;, total of 13, 100,000 persons not in·"~he labor force re

rc;rtf:ci tlltlt the:r received other i:Jcome of .,inO or more or railed 
tr! !i;sic'.,te \:·!:ether they received sucll hcome. It should be 
not&:i ti,'.lt this ficure does not represent tr.e nwnber actually 
rt:;ei':in,· otlier 1nco:ne durinF the year 1939, since it includes 
p•:r2on2 ,::ha failed to report on other income, of whom a large 
rw:c,tei• ~ctt1ully lmd no otr1er income, The size of the group for 
\'.i:kli r.o reports on other income were available is not indi
t:i:tul in ti1e tables in this report, since these persons were 
co::.!:lnEd in the tabulations with persons who reported that they 
received oti1er income durine; the year. 

It is esti:n::ited on the basis of a small sample of the census 
:;Jilcclules tl;at reports on the recei;it of other income were 
lr.c:t1nr ror t:bout 5 million persons not in the labor force, 
r.,Jst or i';l!Om v:ere housewives, students, and persons for Vlhom 
er:.~10:.r:r.ent status was not reported. Since relatively few 
house•,1ivea :md students receive other income, many or the enu
:numtors asswned that the question was inapplicable and accord
inz;ly made no entry for them, AmonE other groups not in the 
kbor force, the failure to answer the question on other in
co::ie was relatively infrequent, The nonwage income reported by 
tlienc i;rou;is of persons usually represented such items as 
pen31ons, old-age assistance, rents, interest, and dividends. 

Allo1·:ances for household and other expenses furnished by the 
fa:n!ly head to housewives and children in school were, of 
cource, excluded b'' definition from "other income," but there 
is evicence that they v:ere nevertheless 'included by some enu
:1.er'..ltors and resulted in an overstatement in the number of 
r.oucawives and students reporting the receipt of other income, 
A si:able portion of these incorrect reports were cancelled, 
however, in the course of editing the census schedules. 

MONTE!! WO!!KED IN l 939 

All persons 14 years old and over at the time of the census, 
except inmates Of specified institutions, were asked to report 
the nu.11ber or weeks worked for pay or profit, including public 
er:iel'gency work, or at unPllid family work during the year 1939, 
For periods of part-time work, the report was to be made in 
ter:ns of equivalent full-time weeks, a full-time waek being de
fined us tile number of hours locally regarded as full time for 
tt1e fl Ven occupation and industry. Paid vacations or other ab
sences with pa1' ~·ere included in the number of weeks worked, 
except that sum.11er vacations of school teachers who did no 
other v:ork durinr the summer were not counted as time worked. 

The returns :ror weeks worked in 1939 have been converted 
into months in the tables in this report, because a large pro
portion of tho returns were only approximate, and did not repre
sent valid statements ot the precise number of weeks of work. 4 

The groupint::s of months worked that are used in this report are 
listed below with their equivulents in terms of the original 
reported nu.11ber of weelrn worked, 

Number or months worked Reported nwnber of weeks worked 

Without work in 1939 ......•......•. , o weeks 
With worlc in 1939: 

Less than 3 months ...•.. , . . . • . • . . 1 to 10 weelrn 
3 months ..... , ...•.....•• , , .....• 11 to 14 weeks 
4 to 5 months. , ............... , .. 115 to 23 weeks 
6 to s months .. ,, .•......... , .... 24 to 35 weeks 
g to 11 months', , .• , ....... , • , , , .. 36 to 49 weeks 
12 months .•... , •.....•.... , ..... , 50 to 52 weelcs 

The classifications of the income data by months worked in 
1939 are among the most significant statistics in this roport, 
BY indicating the relationship between amount of income and 
length of employment during 1939, they provide a basis tor 
determining the adequacy of employment during that year. The 
income data for wage or salary workers (except on publl c emer
gency work) classified by number of months worked du1•i1113 1939 
are presented in table 4 and are summarized below in table VI. 
Additional income data for wage or salary workers who were 
employed run time (12 months) during 1939 al"e included in the 
tables showing classifications by detailed wage or salary in
come intervals, and by color, age, and industry (tables 3, 5n, 
6a, 9, and 9a). 

In interpreting these statistics, it should be noted that 
since the months .worked refer to all types of employment during 
1939, they include time spent both at wage or salary work and 
at own-account and other work. For most wage or salary workers, 
however, the statistios on months worked represent time spent 
at ivage or salary employment only, ' and for ·this reason the 
tables oross-'c1assifying months worked and wage or salary in
come are limited to this group or workers. 

somewhat less than 700,000 wage or salary workers (except on 
public emergency work) repol"ted work during 1939 but received 

" This lack of precision was evidenced by a l!larked tendenoy tor enu
merators to report weeks worked in multiples at' 4 weeks, indiaating 
that they had determined the approximate amount at' emplOYlJlent in tome 
of months, and multiplied the number of months by four to obtain the 
number of weeks, In converting the returns to months tor purposes ot 
publication, it was necessary to take account of the slight error that 
resul.ted from the enumerators' procedure of multiplying tho n\llllbor of 
months by four instead of by four and one-third. The olnas intervalo 
were so chosen tllat the weekly equivalent of any given nwnbor or months 
would always fall in the s rune interval , whether the oonveraio n was 
made on the 1Jasl.s of four or four and one-third weeks per lllOnth. 
Tilus, 9 months might be figured incorrectly as 36 weeks or oorrootly 
as 39 weeks, but both figures fall in the group 36 to 49 waeks, Which 
is equivalent to 9 to ll months. In the oase o'J: l!l months, however, 
this procedure was not used, since it was apparent that enwnorators 
had seldom used 48 weeks as the equivalent of 12 months, 

Tuble VI. MO!ITHS WOllKED IN 1939 BY PERSONS \'lliO WERE WAGE OR SIJ.JU!Y WORKERS (EXCEPT ON EMERGENCY WORK) IN MARCH lll40
1 

BY WAOE OR SALAllY UICOMI! 
Ill 1939, FOR '!'HE UNITED STATES 

WAGE OR SALARY \\IJRKERS 
PEROl!:N'l' PIST!ilBUTIO!I IEXCEPr on l'UBLIC E!IERGENCY \\llllll'.) , l!ARCH 1940 

!.';.GE OR SALARY INCCllE ~1itbout 11ithout n1 1939 worl: in With lttlrk in 1939 
work in 111th W01'1< in 1999 

Totnl 19:;;! S.!ld 
Less thrm 'l'otal l.989 an~ Lea a work not 4 to 5 6 to 8 9 to 11 12 8 4 to 6 6 to B 9 to 11 1n 3 t.~onths months months months months montha work not then 3 months months months months mant-ho reportdd l'eport.ed months 

7'otr;i,l r:er:i-,r.:i, ••••••• , , • ~8 1 3~'.2,·!-SD :J,?60,180 1,:1~4,?80 %1,140 1,893,640 4,857,380 6 1008,600 20,6461700 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100.0 ::itr ·:n,:· or .1:1lar~· lr:C ~;:,e •• ,, 34,7L2,300 f::'.\? I ~.E31J l,l'JfJ,880 ~ll,440 1,8157,860 4, 764, 400 5,891,440 19,909,060 90.l 9!i,4 90,? B.6 97.2 97 .9 98,1 98.l ·.;,t.t .. • .. ~•~ W'..l'.~t: u: 1;:11.:.ir~· i~o::o:·:e, 2,i'.?3,440 11 099 1 ti:~o ~5 1 28U 13,800 ,25,080 58,020 75, 320 4?6,320 1.2 1.s ~~ s ::(Jt ?,0 72.4 2.1 1.5 1.3 !'~,' ::'tei ••••••••• ,, ••••• ,, "tV,COC1 5::u,~mo e,oao 5,noo 10, 700 34, 960 41 ,840 261,320 2,3 19.0 0.7 0,6 0,6 0,7 0.7 1.3 
at:, w:o"•. "" '"lury ir.N!'.f..> .:rn ~:3? .~oo 1 1 1r:m,a~0 911,440 l,85'7 ,860 4, ?64,400 5,891,MO ·' b ,,','••··················· '/:::.JC, ~::2, :rno ~:11,9t~Q 170,0·10 

19, 909, 060 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 
! ,., 

:lJ.<,, •.•••••••••••••• 

~:~~:~~. 
lll8,400 140,860 48 ,4GO 99 ,200 3,? 9.4 52,2 19.3 9,1 s.o O,B o.B 

~ ,.' 
t:~ 1 lF/l ~',)1,0~3 :?'.'.l,l\li) 300, 'COO 455,500 208,040 479,040 6,3 9,3 29,5 35.2 19.? 9,6 3.5 P..4 .... J: •••••••••••••••••• :., i,O:~n 15·1,460 30B,050 ,, 

·' .. :','·················· 1:m, Ho l, 2?4,000 597 ,2UO 1, 325 '940 12,? 16.0 13,0 33.5 39,6 26,? 10.l 6,7 .. ;. ~, c~~o :!:l,6:J'J ~·~,ti;() :M2,o:w 1,066,800 902,860 1,454,980 7,3 
,, ,,, 

• '"o 11,2 11.2 2,5 7,2 18,4 22.4 15.3 '···················· :-~t: ,~mu l~ 1 1h)U ..... ,\LO 1!:0,'52:} ?'75 ,980 925, 920 2,348,'780 12,2 ll. 2 2.4 ?,Q 16,3 15,7 u.s ,'.·-· .................. :1,-19:: ,H·~() l'ti,9t·le; 1.0 ? ,700 a,o:w ti0,500 45'7,?00 878,!500 2,040,:380 10.0 8,4 0,7 0.9 3, 3 9,6 14,9 10.2 •' 'l.'J~ ••• - ••••.•.• ' • ~!,HO,l~\O 17,600 ·'.>,100 1,GOO 25,%0 :~40,200 650 ,840 "~ • ~. 'J •' •••••••••••••• 21160,"700 8,9 7,4 0,3 0.5 l.4 5.2 11.0 10.9 .. ; ... L,~ ~), • • • • ••• • • • .• • 
;. 11J'lJ I ~J:~IJ b 1 Ct:0 :~ ,1'.:0 2, i.i~O ll,~MO 144,BOO 524, 000 2,278,940 8,6 6, 6 0.3 3.0 8,9 11.4 :!,;;:· .. :,>ii) ll,<i4;:l l ,h'~(~ t 1 w:·~1 0.2 0.6 ,:, I:~•;() 8?,'.:Mo 275',BBO 1,85:3, 040 6,? 6,4 9.3 ... , ''••······· 1,:.'.1 ;:

1
: 1r,o f.i,Od0 l,OW 9'.30 :~ ,66U 3? ,400 

4, 8 0.2 0.2 0.3 1,8 
·') I ,.,, 221, 900 1,004,280 3,? 2, 4 O,l Q,]. 0.1 O.B 3,0 5,0 , .... , .............. l ~ '.i'1;, 1:H'l ?,l\'1,' 740 6:10 :-::;1'3'0 28,000 171,480 1,250,060 t "'. ,·•>.J.i~ ••••••••••••• 4,2 3,0 O.l Q,l 0.1 o.s 3.0 6.3 ~'.1 \,~'_, ''./.:'.\ :i I ::~.l~' l,lM ~1.10 1!,560 :30,180 222,:3'10 ",.;-, 

?'ll ,:';~'.0 11?73,460 5,9 3, 9 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.6 3,B 9,9 .-., ................. 4 1:;20 5·10 4.tlO 9[.!Q 81360 " ~. ;., ·'·············· n::,l'·~ 1.' J,o,:o 600 
?'7,180 679,840 2.2 1.8 0.1 0,2 1.3 3,4 : 400 760 5,660 55, 520 045,060 ··". !',)~ •••••••••••••• f.:f.,..,,,7,.!j l,:J~O :1so 2.1 fl. l 0.1 O,l 0,9 3~:? l:C• ~20 116::!.0 14,220 ., 

~·, Y", •••••••••••••• ::i5t", 1 000 .: ,l•,: 1,040 182,680 0,5 0,6 0,2 0,9 500 1,140 tl,•100 14 ,ueo : ............. (:.lJ· :"'\),. en G?l 
331,680 l,O l.S 0,1 0.1 0.1 0,1 o.n l,7 --- ··---- ---·---~ :1c l<·• 307 41.l(i 860 l.,.!304 



INTRODUCTION 7 
no wage or salary income during the year (table 4), Most of 
them received other income of $50 or more, indicating that they 
had been engaged in nonwage employment during all or part of 
the year, Some of them reported no income from any source 
these including persons who had been employed as unpaid family 
workers during 1939 and some persons for whom duration or em
ployment or income was incorrectly.reported. 

INDUSTRY STATISTICS 

In the 1940 census, information relating to industry was re
quested of all persons 14 years old and over who were in the 
labor force during the week of March 24 to 30, 1940. For per
sons at work, with a job, or on public emergency work the 
industry question referred to the current job during that'week· 
for experienced workers seeking work, the question referred t~ 
the last job of one month or more. 

The industry classification used in the 1940 census contains 
132 items. This olassification is a condensation of the l 411 
titles in the Standard Industrial Classification and was pre
pared for use in classifying industry returns from workers or 
members of their families by the Joint Committee on Occupational 
Classification, in cooperation with the Committee on Industrial 
Classification which was sponsored by the Central Statistical 
Board, 

Data on wage or salary income classified by industry are 
shown in table 7 for experienced persons in the labor rorce 
(except on public emergency work), in tables 8 and Ba for wage 
or salary workers (except on public emergency work) and in 
tables 9 and 9a for wage or salary workers who worked' full time 
(12 months) in 1939. These figures provide the basis for 
estimating the total wage bill in the different industries and 
for comparing industries with respect to opportunities for 
earnings. In interpreting the industry statistics, it should 
be remembered that tlle income data in these tables apply only 
to income received as money wages or salaries. Wages paid in 
kind, such as meals and lodging, may represent a significant 
portion of the to.tel income received by workers engaged in such 
industries as domestic sel"\Tice and agriculture. 

The wage or salary figures presented in tables 7 to 9 refer 
to earnings during the calendar year 1939, whereas the industry 
designations refer to activity during the weelc or March 24 to 
30, 1940, or to the last job of one month or more. For indi
viduals who shifted from one industry to another during 1939 or 
early 1940, the industry classification may not represent the 
major source of 1939 earnings. The number of individuals who 
shirted was probably not great enough to distort the income 
distributions for the majority of industries, but substantial 
shifts may ttave occurred in particular industries in some areas. 
It is probable that there was less shifting among persons who 
reported 12 months of employment during 1939 than among those 
who worked only part time during the year. 

Coverage of industry classification "Government."- The in
dustry classification "Government (not elsewhere classified)" 
does not include all persons employed by governmental agencies. 
Persons are included in this classification only if they were 
engaged in activities that are peculiarly governmental func
tions. Government employees who were engaged in activities 
that are commonly performed by employees of private enterprises 
are included in the industry classification in Which their 
activities fell. For example, a tax collector is included in 
the industry classification "Government, 11 but a lineman em
ployed by a municipally owned power plant is classified in the 
category "Electric light and power." 

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS 

The income statistics in this report are shown in combina
tion with a number Of personal characteristics which are im
por>tant in the analysis or the' data. A classification by sex 
is shown in all of the tables; classifications by color and age 
appear in certain of the tables, and a classification by house
hold relationship is shown in one of the tables. 

Sex and color. - Tables 5 and 5a present income data separate
ly for white and :ror nonwhite wage or salary workers (except on 
public emergency work), by sex. summaries of the data are 
shown below in table VII for males and females, and in 
table VIII for whites and nonwhites. Additional data for non
whites are presented in table 10 which covers the experienced 
labor force (except on public emergency work). 

The nonwhite group represents the total of Negroes', Indians, 
Chinese, Japanese, and other nonwhite races. The great majori
ty of the nonwhite population consists of Negroes, except in 

Table VII. SEX OF PERSONS WHO WERE WAGE OR SALARY WORKERS (EXCEPT ON 
EMEFORRGTENCY WORK) IN MARCH 1940, BY WAGE OR SALARY INCOME IN 1939, 

HE UNITED STATES 

• WAOE OR s,\LARY l'DRKE!lS (1:XCIU'l' 
WAGE OR SALARY INCOME ON EllERGEllt:Y \l!lRK), !!ARCH 1940 

PE!ICl!ll'l' DISTRIBIJTION 

Ill 1939 

~otal Mal& :Fem.ale Total. Male Female 

Total peraone •. , ...... , . sa 1 a22,420 27,458,200 10,864,220 100,0 100.0 100,0 

~1Jfth wage or salary inoane •. ,. 34, 762, 300 25,183,080 9, 578,420 90,7 91.7 ee.2 
Without wage or aale.ry inoome. 2,6?3,440 1,662,340 1,011,100 7.o 6,l 9.3 
Uot .reported, .• , .• ,,, .......... B86, 680 Gll, 980 274, 700 2.3 2.2 2.5 

With wage or salary income 34,762,300 25,183,880 9,578,420 100,0 100,0 100.-0 
$1 ta l'99., ................... l,277,280 606, 340 670 '940 S.7 2.4 7.0 
~l-00 to $199 .................. 2,2031 520 l, 235, 580 967 I 940 6.3 4.9 10.l 
~200 to $399 ..... ,, .. , .. ,, .... 4,430,840 2, 1es 1 960 1.646,880 12.7 ll.l 17.2 
$400 to $599 .................. 3t089,3BO 2,460,600 1,428,780 11.2 9.8 14.9 
$600 ta ~799 .................. 4 1 241,aBO 2. 6901840 1,551,040 12.2 10.7 16.2 
"800 to $999., ................ 3,4?2,640 2,368,500 1,104,340 10.0 9,4 11.5 

$1,000'to $1 1199 .•.....•... : .. 3,ll0,120 2,368,320 '741F8QQ e.9 9,4 7,7 
~1,200 to $1,399 .............. 2,979,820 2,436,660 543,160 e,6 9.7 5.7 
$1,400 ta $1,599 ........... ,. • 2,338,240 2,011,720 326,520 5.7 8,0 3;4 
$1,600 to ~l,799 .............. 1,273,BSO l, 115, 720 158,140 3,7 4,4 1.7 
$1,BOO to $1,999 .............. 1,463, 340 1,316,020 147 ,320 4. 2 5. 2 l.5 

$2 ,ooci ta $2,499 .............. 2,039,920 l, 874, 160 165. 760 5. 9 7,4 1.7 
$2,500 to ~2,999 •.• ••..••.•••• 7?1,520 717,400 54,120 2.2 2.a 0,6 
$3,000 to $3,999', O O O O O IO 00 o o o o 713, 040 6641660 48, 360 2.1 2,6 0,5 
$4,000 to $4 1999 ........ ~····· 200, 700 190, 460 10,240 0,6 a.a 0.1 
$5 ,000 and over, •..•••.•• , ..•• 356,000 342, 920 13 ,OBO i,o 1.4 0.1 

1Jed1an,,,., ,, .... , , . (dollars) .. 877 1,038 610 - - -
Table VIII. COLOR OF PERSONS WHO WERE WAGE OR SALARY WORKERS ( XX:CEPT 

ON EMERGENCY WORK) IN MARCH' 1940, BY WA.GE OR SALARY INCOME IN 1939, 
FOR THE UNITED STATES 

WAGE OR SALARY lNCOlo!ll 
IN 1929 

WAGE OR SALARY \11'.lRKE!l.~ (ElCCEPr 
O!I E!.IERGENCY WORK), llARCH 1940 

PERCE!lT 
DIS'l'RIB!ITlOll 

Tot~l White Nonwhite Total White w:~~; 

Total perso:n.s,. , ......•..• aa,222 420 34 1 429,140 s 1agat2ao iao.o 
With wage or .aela-ry income ... , .• 34,762,300 31 1 272,280 3 149'0,020 90.'7 
Without wage or aelary incomeH. 21673 1440 21360 1420 313,020 7 .o 
Not reported,,,, ..... , ...• , .. ,.. 886,680 796 1 440 9'0,240 2. 3 

With wage or salary income,. 34,?62,300 31,2?2,280 3,490,020 100,0 
$1 to $99,. ..................... 1,277,280 935,140 342,140 3,7 
'$100 to $199 ......... , ........... 2,203,520 l,56Q,220 643,300 6,3 
$200 to $399,,,, .. , ............. 4,433,840 3, 006,440 924,400 12.7 
$400 ta $599,,., ................ 3,889,380 3,287,540 601,840 11.2 
$600 to $?99 .... , ....... , ....... 4,241,680 s 1ao1,240 440,640 12.2 
$800 to $999 .................... 3,472,840 3,265,400 207,380 10,0 

$1,000 to $1,199 ................ 3,110 ,120 2, 973, 960 136,160 8,9 
:()1 1 200 to $1 1 399 ................ 2,9'79,820 2,882,860 96, 960 e,6 
$1,400 ta $1,599 ................ 2,339 ,240 2,2961560 41,680 6,7 
$1,600 to $1,799., .............. 1,273,860 1,257 ,soo 16,360 3,7 
$1,800 to $1,999, ...... , ........ 1,463,340 1,400,640 12,700 4.2 

$2, 000 to $2, 499 ................ 2,039, 920 2,020,100 l.9~740 5. 9 
$2,500 to $2,999 ............. , .. 7'71,520 'i'68,540 2,980 2.2 
$2,000 to ~3,999,, .............. 713,040 ?ll,080 1,960 2,1 

1\4,000 ta· $4,999,. .... '""" ... 200 ,700 200,240 460 0,6 
$5,000 and over., .. ,, .. ,,,,,,,,. :356 ,000 354,680 1,320 1,0 

Median ............... (dollars) .. 877 956 364 

100,0 1,00.0 

90.B 89,6 
5,9 e.o 
a.a . 2.s 

100,0 100,0 
3.0 9,8 
5.0 18.4 

11.2 26,5 
10,5 17,.2 
12.2 12.6 
10,4 5.9 

9,5 3,9 
9,2 2.B 
7,3 l,2 
4,0 0,5 
4,6 0.4 

6.5 0.6 
2,5 0.1 
2.3 0,1 
0.6 
1.1 

the Pacific States, where there are many Ch.inese and Japanese, 
and in certain Mountain States, where many of the nonwhites are 
Indians. Persons of Mexican birth or ancestry who were not 
definitely Indian or of other nonwhite race were returned as 
white in 1940. 

Age.-Statistics on income by age are shown in tables 5 and 
6a !Or wage or salary workers (except on public emergency work). 
The age classification is based on age ot the person. at his 
last birthday before April 1, 1940, that is, age in completed 
years. In the 1940 census tabulations, the category "age un
known" has been eliminated. When the age of a person was not 
reported, it was estimated on the basis of other information on 
the population schedules, such as marital status, school at
tendance, employment status, age ot other members of the fami
ly, etc. 

The statistics on income by age are· sumnarized below in 
table !X, which presents for each age group distributions by 
wage or salary income and by receipt of other income in 1939. 

As table IX indicates, the proportion of wage or salary· 
workers who received incomes from wages or salaries during 1939 
was relatively h:l:gh in the several age groups between 20 and 64 
years, and lower in both the younger and older age groups. For 
youths, this probably reflected recent entry into the labor 



' E LABOR FORCE-SAMPLE STATISTICS witn 
8 TH ~' or more (or railed to report) tended to incr~ase ' 

i~rc~e~~~c~e~iz~~~~e~or~~~~i~~e~he u~~~~i~Y~~~t fo~u~i~~r l~~~ke~~ I !fa~:::~~~d age to aF~~r~!d:~t~~~~er:u~~e 1 ~~~~e~s i~~~~: a~~o~~~i~ 
s•.i!ts. fro::i ovm-&ccount work in 1939 to wage work in 1940, The dends deriv~d from accumulated savings• 
p~oportion o! wac:e or sular; workers who received ljther income 

CH 1940 BY WAGE OR SA.LARY INCOJ..l:E IN 1039 AND Ill' (E"'Cl!PT ON EMERGENCY WORK) IN MAR TATES ' 
'" COME IN 1939 FOR THE UNITED S 

T bl IX , GE OF PERSONS WHO l\'E!!E :II.GE OR SW.RY WORKERS • • " RECEIPT OF OTHER n; . 
w;i,c;:ii; OR SA.LARY rm:o:.a-; AGE (YEARS) 

45 to 54 55 to 59 60 to 6' 65 and onr n; 1939 A.'11 RECEIPT o~ To tel 
20 to 24 25 to'84 85 to 44 

""''"' 
14 and 15 16 and 17 18 and 19 O~ WCOMt W 1939 

'.:'o tal peraons •••••••••••• 38J322,420 112,680 561,000 1,830,720 s 1 29s,120 10,997,160 a,248,100 5,993,100 1,948,880 l,l!Q8,860 1,041,too 

l,?46 ,040 l,141,960 811,6!0 l0,.864,900 7,664,840 5,404,120 
ue.~o 

34, 762,300 721~60 390,200 1,459,600 5,666 ,660 
411,100 S?B,260 U5,400 121,200 '1th waa:e or salary income.•••. 

47~ ,seo 530,520 
S5, 120 n,1-10 :Jlitti."JUt nge or salary income •• 2,673,440 31,280 .137 ,sao 298,100 

152,880 201, 740 167 ,160 180,720 46 ,940 886 16SO 9,040 33,220 73,020 Not reported ••••••••••••• •··.·. 
1,141,960 &?l,62') 5,666,660 10,264, 900 7 ,664 ,840 5,404,WO 1,746,040 

s~,460 41,51G 
With we.p or salary income. 34,7f12,300 72,360 390,200 1,459,600 

219,120 138,920 110,960 45,540 
?ll,'8() 

1,277.230 37,540 132,880 229,4~0 285 ,860 
29a,eso 224,280 ea,100 67,9•0 

,1 to ~>9 ................... • •. 
2,203,520 22,820 11? ,640 sos,200 530,200 480,000 

699 '960 508,080 189,820 100,lllO 1eo,uo $100 to ~199., ................. 
1,112,520 1,189 ,240 

118 0820 eo,g,io i.t~OO to fS99, •• , ••• •, • • • •• • • • • • 4,480jfl40 e,5oo 89, 720 424, 940 
1,,146,440 698,280 496,640 171,560 

9S,l!OO 
1,340 20,oao 223,120 916, 960 

552,240 188,180 117,900 
o4)(J ta $599 ................... s,eeg;aao 

963,020 1,334-,720 793,900 
99,820 78,000 <i6CO to ~199,,,, .. • ·,,,,.""" 4,241,SSO 800 14,240 166,680 

737 ,840 1,162,060 662,020 470,940 14e,640 $eOO ta ~999., ., ..... ,, ........ 3,472,840 360 4,520 68,640 

466 ,s00 147,860 96,UO 74 ,!ISO 3,110,120 340 l,500 25 ,400 497 ,200 1,126,840 678 ,900 
498,640 155,MO 98,680 75,i&g 

fl,OC-0 to $1,199,. .. .,,,.,.,,,. 
2,979,820 220 600 g,040 305,720 l,099 ,480 736 ,520 

435,700 124,040 78,200 53,ll!O 
ill,200 to $1,399,. ...... , ...... 

2,338,240 80 220 4,300 152,640 836 ,eeo 652 ,200 
262,BOO 76,520 48,900 26,0l!O 

fl,400 to $1,599 •• u ............ 

1,300 55, 740 425,340 881,BBO 
53,BBO 82,UO 

$1,600 to $1,799 ............... 1,273,660 100 120 
442,760 476 ,200 328,100 90 0180 l,463,340 - 140 860 43,560 

.,._,ll{O 

h,BOO to ~l,999,,. ..... ,, ..... 
I 

516,240 139,600 82,620 $2,000 to $2,499 ............... 2,0?9,920 120 180 l,300 31,020 :;oe,2ao 710,120 
214,100 60,600 35,360 20,0~·0 360 6,600 156,900 275,300 

87,BBO ll2,00 
f.2,500 to :t2.g99 ••••••••••••••• ??l,520 40 100 

260,840 211,920 64,300 $3,00<;) to *3,999 ............... n3,~40 80 60 880 3,620 lll,500 
65 ,820 19,240 12,150 7 ,400 l,WO 23,520 71,700 20,m 

k,ooo to $4,999 ............... 200,700 - 40 220 
108,640 126 '760 40 '740 £5,500 f.5,000 and over,••••••••••••••• 356,000 20 160 580 8,060 29,620 

liedian ............... (dollars) •• 877 96 153 293 597 936 l,154 1,162 l,063 987 /):l() 

Tota.l persona ••••••••• ,,, 38,322,420 112,680 561,000 1,830 ,720 6 ,296 ,720 l0,997,160 8,24B,l00 5,993,100 l,Q~,880 l,298,360 1,11'1,f.()O 

691,MO a, 789 0020 4,651,aoo l,'47,260 9Sl,OOO 'Nithout other income •••• ••• •••• 31 1 ?26 18BO 96,600 409,220 1,589 ,000 6,513,1560 9,!52S,280 
867,360 1)49 ,e60 With other inoOU1e1, ••••••• , ••• , 6,595,540 16,080 71,?80 241,720 ?aB,160 1,468,880 1,454,oao l,3<11,800 501,lRO 

l'lllel!N'l' 

ioo.o 100,0 100,0 Total penona •••••••••••• 100.0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,0 ioo.o 
79:7 93,0 91,5 89,6 aa.o U,1 With wage or nlarY 1noomo ..... 90.7 64,2 69,6 90.0 98.B 

9,8 l!,1 5.0 a.a a,o 
lfithout wag• or '81.ary income,. 7.0 27 .a 24.5 16.3 ?.6 4.8 

2,4 2,7 8,6 Not report•d-, •••••••••••••••• , • 2.3 a.o 5,9 4.0 2.4 l,8 2.0 2.2 

l00.0 100.0 100.0 •1th war or •aler.r income • 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 

'·' 2.a 8,l 
'1 to t99 .. ,, .................. s.7 51,9 34.l 15~? 5,0 2.1 i.e· 2.0 

5,9 0,1 i100 to $199 ................... 6,3 31,5 30,1 20.a 9.4 4,7 a.9 4.l o.o 
18,11 10.B 12,l •200 to $899 ................... 12,7 11,7 23.0 29.l 19.6 ll.l 9,l 9,8 
l0.2 16,S ll.2 9,l 9.l s,0 10,4 

t•oo to tli99 ................... 11.2 1.9 7.2 lfi.3 
10,l 10.0 10,8 l0,9 $600 to $799 ................... ll,2 l.1 3.6 11.4 17,8 18.0 10.4 

8,5 B,? 8,9 laoo to #999 ................... 10.0 0,5 l,2 4,? 1a.o ll,5 S.9 S,6 

8,8 e.5 a.o 8,4 8,6 '1,ooo to $1,199 ................ a,9 0.5 0,4 l.7 a.a 11.0 
B,G 9,l 8,9 a,& tl,200 to $1,399 ............... 6,6 o.a 0.2 0,6 5,4 10.7 9.6 
6,l 7.9 7.l a.a tl.,roo to 01,599 ............... 6,7 0,l O.l 0,3 2.? a.a 8,5 

8,9 8,0 tl,60Q to $1,799, .............. 3,7 0,1 - O,l l.O 4,1 5.0 4,6 4.4 
8,7 5,2 4,7 

h,eoo to tl,999 ............... 4,2 - - O,l o.a 4,3 6.2 5,9 

9,8 9.4 0.0 7,2 0,1 $2,000 to t2,499,. ............. 5,9 0.2 - O.l 0,5 5.o 
8.5 8,l 2,a t2,eoo to t2,99SI ••••••••••• , ••• 2,2 0.1 . - O,l l.5 a.a 8.9 

8,8 2.6 #3,000 to $3,999, •••••••••••• ,. 2,1 0,1 - - O.l 1.1 8.4 3,9 a,7 
0,8 1.2 l.l l,l 

u.ooo to k,999,., •••.•..•••• , 0,6 - - - - 0.2 0,9 
2.2 e,4 $!1 •(JOO and O'f'er ........ , , , •••••• 1.0 - - - 0,1 0,3 1.4 2.a e.s 

l00.0 100,0 100.0 Total ,p91"8QUI • • • o , , • o , o o o 100,0 100,Q 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 lon.o 100,0 

74,3 71.7 66,t ;j! thout ott~11r income •• , ••• ,, ••• e2.e 85,7 87.2 as.a 87,6 66.6 82,4 77.6 
88,G 

With other j:n.eomol •••• ,,, ••• ,., 17,2 u.a 12.0 18,2 12.4 13,4 17.6 22,4 25.7 28,8 
1 

lndUdea atat1et1os ror peraona tor whCfll. the re:ceipt or n.onreoe111t ot other income in 1989 we,,s not reported, 

Household relat1onshiE.~ The classifications according to 
household relationship shown in tables 10 and lOa are based on 
marital status and relationship to head or household. 

In the classification by relationship to the head of the 
household, each individual was classified on the basis or 
whether or not he was living in a "Private household." 

Persons in Erlvate households. - The term "Private house
hold," as used in the 1940 census, includes the related 
tllmily members and the unrelated ledgers, servants, and 
hired hands who live in the same dwelling unit and share 
common housekeeping arrangements. A person living alone or 
a Slllllll group or unrelated persons shar,ing the same living 
accommodations as "partners" was also counted as a private 
household. 

Persons not in Erivate households.-Persons not living in 
PriVllte !iOuaehoicts, 1.e., persons living in quasi households, 
include individuals living in boarding or lodging houses 
1nst1tut1ons, schools, labor camps, military or naval posts: 
transients in hotels, wid the crews or vessels, I! a house
hold rePorted ll or more lodgers, it was olassi!ied as a 
lodging house rather than as a private household. 
Pe!'llOns in Private households were rurther classiried ac

corct1ne to relationship to the head or the household, as tollowa: 
lietiid or prlvdt.e household. - One person in each private 

llouseoold was C!es1gnated in the 1940 census as the household 

head, being in general the person regarded as the head by 
members of the household. The head or a private household 
is usually a married man and the chief breadwinner or · "eco
nomic head" of the family. In some cases, however, the J1ead 
is the parent of the chis! earner or is the only adult mem
ber of the household. 

Wire of head .-The oategory "wife" in the relationehlp 
tables includes only wives Of heads of households and ex
cludeR other married women who maY' be living in the house
hold. 

Q1.her relative or head.~This category includes children, 
grandchildren, parents, nephews, brothers, and all otber 
persons related by blood, marriage, or adopt ion to the head 
o± the household. 

Not relative of head. _ This group comprises, lodgers' 
partners, servants, hired hands, and all other members or 
Private households who are not related to the head of the 
household. 
In the census classification by marital status, four major 

groups are distinguished: 'Single, married, widowed, and di
vorced. These terms rarer to marital status at the time the 
census was taken. The category married is further divided into 
"married, spouse present" and "married, spouse absent," A per
son was class1!1ed as "married, spouse present" if the person's 
wite or husband was reported as a member of the household 1n 
which the person was enumerated. 



INTRODUCTION 9 
In this report two marital status groups are shown for male 

heads of private households, for relatives of the head other 
than Wife, for persons not related to the head, and for persons 
not in private households: Married, spouse present; other 
marital status. The category "other marital status" includes 
persons classified as single; married, spouse absent; widowed; 
and divorced. For female heads of private households, the two 
marital status groups shown are: Single; married, widowed, and 
divorced, 

The data on income by household relationship presented in 
this report are confined to the experienced labor force (except 
on public emergency work). ' Thus, the statistics in tables 10 
and lOa cover most heads of households, since relatively few 
heads reported that they were not in the 'labor force or tt1at 
they were new workers or were on public emergency work. rn 
contrast, relatively few wives of heads are covered in these 
tables since most wives were classified as housewives not in 
the labor force and, as such, are not, included in the statis
tics for the experienced labor force, The proportion of per
sons 14 years old and over who were classified as in the labor 
force is shown for the several relationship groups irt the re
port in this series entitled "Employment and Personal Charac
teristics." 

COMPARISON BETWEEN RESULTS OF SAMPLE TABUUT!ONS 
AND COMPLETE COUNT 

The statistics in this report are based on tabulations of a 
five-percent sample of the 1940 census returns. For the group 
ot persons comprising the experienced labor force, the totals 
for the various wage or salary income classes differ slightly 
from the corresponding figures obtained from the complete 
count, which appear in Part l of Volume III of the Sixteenth 
Census Reports on Population. The two sets of figures for the 
United States are presented in table X, by employment status 
1?-nd sex. 

Table X. COMPARISON OF RESULTS OF COMPLETE COUNT AND SAMPLE TABULA
TIONS FOR EXPERIENCED PERSONS IN THE LABOR FORCE IN MARCH 1940 , BY 
WAGE OR SALARY INCOME IN 19:39 , ANll SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES 

l!!ICPERil!:NOED PERSONS IN LABOR PEllSONS Olf RJBLIO 
FORCE (lllCCEPI' ON PUBLIC 

EMERGENCY \roRK, l!AllOH 1940 EMERGENCY WORK) , UAllCH 1940 

WAGE OR SALARY I!ICO!d& :Based on Based on 

IN US9 AND BEX ,5 ... peroent ae.r.iple 5-peroont sample 
Based' on Bo.sad on 
oomplete Percent complete Perr.ant 

a cunt Number oi' com .. count Number of com-
plate pl eta 
count count 

MALE 

Tota.1 persons,, , , • , . , . 37.409, ?86 3? ,516,940 100.3 2, 072, 094: 2,003,540 96.7 

$0 to $99 ................. 9,845,945 9,855,240 100,l 274.449 266,220 97.0 
$3.oo to $199,, ............ l,3151,398 1,369,180 101.3 213,512 206,440 96,7 
$200 to $399,, ............ 2. 953,180 219?5,620 100,8 1584,092 54-5, 720 96,7 
$400 to $599 ...... , ....... 2,547,733 2,584,680 101.5 489, 243 474,260 96,9 
~00 to $799,.,,.,.,..,, .. 2, 782,206 2,783, 500 100,0 285,125 278, 720 97,8 
teoo to $999,, ............ 2,438,009 2,436,740 99,9 93,125 90,600 97,3 

p,ooo to iJ.,199,. ........ 2.,436,324 2,440,160 100.2 40, ~49 37 1020 90,4 
$1,2GO to $1,899 .......... 2,504,450 2,502,MO 99,9 19,700 17,320 87.9 
$1 1 400 to il.,599,,., ...... 2,046,992 2,061,940 100.7 13, 991 13,400 95,8 
IJ.,600 to $1.,999,.,,., .... 2,466,516 2,476,860 100.4 16,654 13, 900 83.5 

$2,000 te $2,499 ....... , •• 1,924,998 1,929,800 100,2 0'1796 8,060 91,6 
$2,500 to $Jl,999 ......... , 744,018 744, 320 100.0 3,0l4 2,740 90,9 
$5,000 to $4,999 .... , ..... 903,013 899,0So 99,6 2,485 21 2GO 92,B 
85 1000· and over~ ....... ,,. 891,907 397' 900 101.5 526 700 -
Not reported.,,. , , . , , . , , , . 2,073,097 2,059,480 99,3 46,483 46,180 99.3 

m.tAI.E 
Total persona.,., ... , . l2,0e2,766 12 265, 920 101.5 467 612 448 900 98.l 

$0 to $99, ................ 2,?46, 721 2,798,800 101,9 136,499 134,580 98,6 

$100 te $199 .............. 972,656 990,380 101,8 59, 956 56,960 95,0 
$200 to $399 ...... , ,. ..... 1,660,948 l,673,140 l.00,7 94, 924 'l5 ,500 100,6 

$400 to '599 ............. ' 1,431,004 1,446 ,680 101,l I 74.623 '72,320 96,9 

$600 to $799, .......... ' .. l,655,025 l,5~4.,,640 l.00.5 44,559 43,940 98,6 

$80() to $999 ...... , ..... , • l.,110,055 l,ll~,620 100.a 17,~0S 17,620 l.01.2 

$1.,00D to $1,199.,,.,, ." .. , ?33,4~1 ?50,24Q 102.a 7,468 7,360 98.6 
$1,200 to $1,399 .......... 536,250 549,360 102.4 4,l,56 4,000 96.2 

$1,400 to $1 1599 .......... 322,991 aso,100 lp2,2 2,200 i,920 B0,4 

$1,600 to $1, 999,, ...... ,. 301,487 308,200 102.8 1,841 1,800 -
$2,0DO to $,2 1499,,,,,,, ... 160,830 l.68,340 104.7 600 700 -
$2,500 to $2,999,,,,,, .... 53,505 55,200 103,2 184 100 -
j.ll,ooo to $4,999,,,.,, .... 57,588 60, 860 104,8 309 280 -

130 60 --$5 1 000 and over ••...• , ••.. 11,598 14,540 125,4 
12 469 11 760 94,3 

Hot- reoo.rtsd •• ,.,.,,, .•.. , 428 639 442,lllo 103,l 

:rhe differences between the rive-percent sample fi<,'Llres nnu 
those obtained from the complete count are due partly to sam
pling %.riations and partly to mir_or errors or bi&ser in coding, 
card-punching, and machine tabulation. An analysis of the sta
tistics based on tabulations of the five-percent sa~ple ror 
items that were obtained also · for the total population ir,di
cates that in 95 percent ot the cases the srunple statistics 
differ from the complete census statistics by less than 5 per
cent for numbers of 10,000 or more, by less than 10 percent for 
numbers between 5,000 and 10,000, and by less than 20 percent 
for numbers between 2,000 and 5,000. Somewhat larger varia
tions may be expected in numbers below 2,000, Even for these 
small numbers, however, the majority of the differences between 
the sample and complete statistics are less than 10 percent, 
al though much lr.rger differences occasionally occur. 

In a forthcoming technical report there w1.ll be a detailed 
exposition of ·tte sampling mett1od, descriptions of the various 
samples that were taken, and comparisons betv'een the samples 
and complete count, The purpose of the report will be to 
assist in evaluating the data that are published on the basis 
of the sample~. 

AVAILABILITY OF UNPUBLISHED DATA 

It has been necessary to omit from the tables in this report 
some of the statistics ori wage or salary income and the receipt 
of other income that were tabulated, Omissions were dictated 
partly by limited funds for publication and partly by consider
ations of the reliability of the data, since comparatively 
large sampling errors are sometimes encountered in the more de
tailed cross-classifications for categories containing.only a 
small number of persons. Such of the~e unpublished statistics 
as are considered reliable can be made available for the cost 
or preparing and reproducing them. Requests for these data, 
addressed to the Director of the Census, Washington, D. c., 
will receive a prompt. reply, including an estimate of the cost 
of preparing the figures. . . 

All of the statistics in this report are available ror urban 
and rural areas of each of the four geographic regions. Table 
10 is available, also, ror rural-nonfarm and rqr•al-farm areas 
of each region. In addition, aside from the tables on industry, 
all of the statistics for wage or salary workers (except on 
public emergency work), are available for> the nine geographic 
divisions, urb~n and rural areas, and tor New York City, The 
data presented in table 11 are available for urban and rural 
areas of each State. 

The statistics for States and for cities of 250,000 or more, 
shown in tables 11 and 12, relate to all wage or salary workers 
(except on public emergency work). Similar data are available 
for certain States and cities of 250,000 or more for wage or 
salary workers who worked 12 months in 1939,• 

The statistics on income for employed persons (exoept·on 
public emergency work) were tabuiated separately from those for 
experienced worker's seeking work in the classification by 
household relationship, but the two employment status cate
gories have been yombined in table 10. Data on income by house
hold relationship are also available in unpublished form for 
persons on public emergency work and far new workers. All of 
the data on household relationship were tabulated by color 
(white; nonwhite), as were the data for persons not in the 
labor force. 

Finally certain additional statist1cs on the. receipt of 
other inco~e are available in unpublished form. For the experi
enced labor force other than wage or salary workers, wage or 
salary income data ror the various industries (table 7)- are 
available with a cross-classification by receipt .or other in
come (without other income; with other income and other income 
not reported). In addition, wage or salary income data clas-
ified by color (tables 5 and 5a) were tabulated separately !or 

~he group or wage or salary workers (excep~ on public emergency 
work) who failed to report on the reGeipt of_ other income. 

o These data are available. for th~ to1l~wipg Ste.tee and aities> 
Ala., Ariz.,.Ark . .J·Cal1f., ColO,~ Conn•, Delt, Fla., Idaho, Ill .• Ind., 
Iowa, Ky. 

1 
La., Me. 

1 
Mas~., Mies., Mo. 1 Mont., Nev._, N. H,, N. M., 

N. c, 
1 

N. n., Okla., Oreg. t R, I, 1 S. C, 1 s. D. 1 Tenn,, Tex.• Utah, 
Vt. Va. Wash,, w. va., V/yo,; Baltimore, Birmingham., Boston, Chicago, 
Dal{aa ~enver Detroit, Houston, Indianapolis, Jersey City, Kansas 
Cit ~o., Lo~ Angslss, Louievil,le, Memphis, New Orleans, New York 
Oit~' Oakland, Philadelphia, Portland·,, Oreg,, ?rovidenoe,, St. Louis, 
St. ;aul, Ban Franoisoo, Seattle, '.I:oledo, and Washington, D. C. 

i 
.J 

I 
·' 
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